
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
EDUCATION AND CULTURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

April 15, 1987 

The twenty-·seventh meeting of the Senate Education and 
Cultural Resources Committee was called to order by the 
Chairman, Senator Bob Brown, at 1:13 p.m., in Room 402 
of the State Capitol. 

ROLL CALL: The following Senators were present: Brown, 
Blaylock, Smith, Regan, Mazurek, Pinsoneault and Hammond. 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 47: REPRESENTATIVE 
PISTORIA, District 36, sponsor of the bill, said the 
purpose of the resolution is to conduct an interim study 
of the Montana High School Association. He distributed 
a copy of HB 710 (Exhibit #1), which was tabled in the 
House Education Committee. When that action was taken, 
Representative Pistoria pursued the same language in 
the form of a Resolution. He said in Great Falls, and 
other areas of the state, there have been problems. The 
primary concern at present is the unfair voting represen­
tation of Class AA-A high schools in the MHSA. He said 
there have been other issues regarding mismanagement and 
controversy which have been widely reported in the press 
and he felt it was time the legislature took a good look 
at what is going on. 

PROPONENTS: NANCY DEDEN, Missoula, presented her testimony 
in support of the bill (Exhibit #2). 

MARTY ONISHUK, Montana League of Women Voters, presented 
her written testimony in support of the bill (Exhibit #3). 

SANDY CHANEY, Women's Lobbyist Fund, said the bill would 
allow for long-standing resentments to be explored and 
resolved. The WLF is particularly concerned about 
educational equity, fairness in funding, sponsoring, 
and administrating the activities of the MHSA. She 
urged the committee to pass the bill. 

OPPONENTS: DAN FREUND, Executive Director, Montana High 
School Association, stated he appeared not as an opponent, 
as he has no objection to a study at all. He was opposed 
to the tone of the resolution. He invited the committee 
members to visit the MHSA at any time. He said there 
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have been many accusations made, most of which are 
untrue, and asked if a committee is formed, that it be 
composed of neutral members. He said the bill, pages 
2 and 3, used words like examine, analyze, review, 
study, evaluate, hold hearings, and explore, which are 
indicative of a study. However, the language in 
subsections 8 and 9, page 3, seem to him to be accusative. 
He felt the MHSA had already been found guilty. 

There were no further opponents. 

DISCUSSION BY THE COMMITTEE MEMBERS: SENATOR BLAYLOCK 
said Mr. Freund has appeared at the Judiciary Committee 
meeting and Senator Blaylock had asked him at that 
time if anyone who wanted to pay the $3 subscription 
would receive the MHSA bulletin. Mr. Freund had responded 
yes, and Senator Blaylock asked him to confirm that 
conversation. 

MR. FREUND confirmed the question and his affirmative 
answer. 

SENATOR BLAYLOCK continued indicating he had asked a 
Senate secretary to call the MHSA to inquire about a 
subscription and was told she could not subscribe. 

MR. FREUND replied the secretary at the MHSA had probably 
not realized subscriptions were available. He said he 
had done a cost study following the Judiciary meeting, 
and determined the cost for a subscription should 
accurately be about $7.95 per year. Therefore, he felt 
at the time of Senator Blaylock's call, the secretary 
was not aware subscriptions were available and at what 
cost. 

SENATOR BLAYLOCK said there seem to be so many problems 
and so many controversies that he is glad the MHSA is 
not objecting to a study. 

SENATOR MAZUREK asked if the section of the bill which 
indicated there has been a pattern of overexpenditure 
was true. 

MR. FREUND explained the overexpenditures were a result 
of mis.interpretation of the budgeting process. He said 
the budget is based on projected income, most of which 
is based on tournament income. The MHSA receives 80% 
of the tournament income from the schools. The tournament 
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income was considerably lower in the past couple of 
years, and therefore the normal expenditures were 
higher than the income that was projected to meet them. 
He indicated the funding structure has now been changed 
and income is funded by the schools on a set amount 
rather than dependent on revenue generated by the 
tournament system. 

SENATOR BLAYLOCK felt since the funding was changed, 
the legislature should take a close look at the funding 
basis. now in effect and make sure it isn't coming out 
of tax dollars. 

MR. FREUND said he doesn't know where schools will get 
the money to pay their dues and fees. It would be out 
of tax dollars or gate receipts, but he doesn't know 
what category the local school taps when he receives it 
at MHSA. 

There being no further discussion, REPRESENTATIVE PISTORIA 
closed saying he felt a comprehensive study will do a 
lot of good and put things back on the right track. He 
said the options are to dissolve it and put it under 
another educational agency, or clean it up and leave it 
alone. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

SENATOR BLAYLOCK MOVED HJR 47 BE CONCURRED IN. 

SENATOR MAZUREK questioned the WHEREAS on page 1 and 2, 
lines 25 through 1. It reads: "WHEREAS, in recent 
years there has been a pattern of overexpenditure by 
the Montana High School Association". Senator Mazurek 
asked if that statement had been proven. 

MRS. DEDEN referred to page 3 of Exhibit #2 for budget 
expenditures. She said the membership has questioned 
the finances at MHSA board meetings. 

MR. FREUND again explained the concern was based on the 
expenditures being based on projected income. The last 
two years the projected income was $200,000 and they 
fell $60,000 short. It was felt "betting on the income" 
was not a good way to budget, and therefore the financial 
and budgetary changes were made. 
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SENATOR MAZUREK felt the section in question resulted 
in a legislative determination in law that overexpendi­
tures have taken place. He felt this would be grounds 
for indictment if this were to remain in the bill and 
be passed into law. 

REPRESENTATIVE PISTORIA said he would not object to 
having that amended out of the resolution. 

SENATOR MAZUREK moved to amend the resolution by 
striking the material on page 1, line 25, and page 
2, line 1. The motion CARRIED with Senator Regan voting 
no. 

SENATOR BLAYLOCK moved HJR 47 BE CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED. 
The motion CARRIED unanimously. 

There being no further business to come before the 
Committee, the meeting adjourned. 

jdr 
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SENATE EDUCATION 
E;(HIB/T No.--;-.... I ____ _ 

DATE- rp-S/f7 
Bill NO.Jtv'if V HOU~~ BILL NO. 710 

( Preamble ) 

WHEREAS, the Montana high school association 

supervises, controls, and regulates interscholastic 

activities of high schools in Montana: and 

WHEREAS, the Montana high school association is a 

private, independent corporation that is not subject to 

regulation by the board of education, the office of 

public instruction, or any other state educational 

agency: and 

WHEREAS, the Montana high school association 

receives public monies, but is not required to hold 

open public meetings and otherwise is not held account-

able to the people; and 

WHEREAS, there is no statutory basis for delegat-

ing the administration of interscholastic activities to 

the Montana high school association; and 

WHEREAS, Article X, section 8, of the Montana 

Constitution, provides that the supervision and control 

of the schools must be vested in the school district 

trustees; and 

WHEREAS, class AA-A high schools do not have fair 

voting repres~ntation in the meetings of the Montana 

high school association: and 
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EX~\B\T NO. I ! R 7 
DATE 0/);5, 

~\.~l t-\Q .. 16m '-/ 7 

WHEREAS, in recent years, there has been a pattern 

of overexpenditure by the Montana high school associa­

tion, which indicates a lack of good finan~ial manage-

menti and 

WHEREAS, there has been growing public concern 

regarding the governance of high school interscholastic 

activities by the Montana high school association; and 

WHEREAS, soundly conducted interscholastic activi-

ties aid young people in the development of sportsman­

ship, physical and mental ability, self-discipline, and 

other worthy traits; and 

WHEREAS, interscholastic activities are an inte-

gral part of the educational process for the children 

of this state. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Legislature of the State of 

Montana finds it appropriate to establish a select 

committee on the Montana high school association. 

2 
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Nancy Deden 
210 Westview Dr. 
Missoo1a, MI' 59803 406/728-2844 
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'SENATE EDUCATION 
{~mBIT NO.,_...:;:l...~ __ _ 

DATE (//5/fl'7 
BILL NO._.J.W-L.:!--...c.;:t:.-tJ .......... 7 __ 

I an here to testify in favor of !f;J1 '/7 . The Montana High School Association 
governs what is called ''Ibe other Hal of"Education." That is extra-curricular 
activities. It has a great many pc7Ners and responsibilties within our public 
High Schools. There are rules and regulations that MHSA has developed, they 
detennine playing schedules. fur athletics and seasons for speech and drama -and 
assist in our music competitions. 

In the area of athletics, they detennine eligibility of students and have the 
power to control this eligibility based on their rules and interpretations. 

The state of Montana thr~ school 1~ 20-1-211: . 
(2) The board of trustees of any county or district high school or of any 

school district may by resolution adopted by a majority of the entire 
board make their district a member of any state association of school 
districts or school district trustees or any other strictly educational 
association and authorize the payment of dues to such association and 
the necessary traveling expenses of employees or members of said board 
to attend meetings of such association or other meetings called for the 
express purpose of considering educational matters. 

allows the MHSA to exist within our state as an educational association. 

I don't know if any of the Educational Associations were ever intended to grow 
as large and powerful as they have becane. MHSA has the ability to fine our 
schools in dollars and take away their ability to compete within the state 
extra-curricular activities. Novtlere in school law did the State of Montana 
put any checks or balaoces on MHSA or any other association. That is why I am 
in favor of this study. 

For the past 10 years or so I have attended the MHSA Board 0 f Directors meetings. 
The High School Association has been embroiled in many controversies. In all 
these controversies our schools and students are involved. 

1) The Title IX litigation for Sex Equality. 
2) The Open Meeting litigation with the League of Wanen Voters. 
3) rwo Eagle litigation on discrtmination. 
4) The "M" schools issue of equal voting power within the organization. 

Now one of the main items on everyones agenda is fiscal responsibility and MHSA 
has problems there. In their Annual Meeting this January 26 & 27 MHSA reported 
they would be $50,000 short on their budget cane June 30, 1987 and they had 
already made a loan of $20,000 to tide them over. They are trying to implement 
cuts to lessen the damage. 

In the last few years the MHSA budget has been discussed many times with sane 
schools and d:i.ssa:isfaction is ~ent. At this last Annual Meeting of the 
Association the Montana Public High Schools voted to assume the expenses of the 
MHSA and fund them through a dues and activity payment. The voted MHSA budget 
was $468,000 . This will mean large increases in dues for our schools and 
the end result might mean cutting activities for the students. 

Again there are no checks and balances, the Fox is Watching the Hen House. I 
feel a study would help clear up many issues and give same direction for the 
future for Montana Activities, THE aTHER HALF OF EDUCATION. 

7u~lk~ 



~6"~/~ str.c.o'l_ 
®I LAWS OF ~OON~ 1975 V, 2 

. '. SENATE EDUCATION ... 
EXHIBIT NO._ =? _ . , 

I-DUSE JOINT RESOLUTION No.2 DATE-. (12 Is )7 ..,. 

RESOLUTIONS 

BILL No._III ~ yf" ,: 
JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE $ lATE ··1 
OF MONTANA URGING ALL SCHOOL OFFICIALS, THE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, 
AND THE MONTANA HIGH SCHOOL ASSOCIATION TO PROMOTE EQUITY BETWEEN BOYS AND 
GIRLS INTERSCHOLASTIC ACTIVITIES. 

WHEREAS, 'interscholastic activities are an integral part of the educational 
process for girls as ~ell as for boys, and 

WHEREAS, inequities exist between girls' and boys' interscholastic activities 
in such areas as the salaries of the coaches of girls'teams, the use of facilitie 
for interscholastic activities by girls' teams, and the number of opportunities 
available for girls to participate in interscholastic activities, and 

WHEREAS, the Department of Health, Education and Welfare, under the authority 
of the United States government, has declared that federal assistance may not 
be available to schools that discriminate in extracurricular activities on 
the basis of sex, and 

WHEREAS, equality of opportunity can be best achieved in an atmosphere where 
those in positions of influence or leadership do their best to promote that 
opportunity. 

~ 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ~.1 
OF THE STATE OF MONTANA 

That the legislature urges all school officials including coaches, administrators I. 

and trustees, the Superintendent of Public Instruction, and the Montana High 
School Association to actively and aggressively promote equity between boys' 
and girls' interscholastic activities. 

Approved January 30, 1975. 

I 
I 
I 
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1fI1f5f) - /1/2 ~/PJ OPI::RATIONS FUND 
+ + Excess/Shortage 

Budget Actual or Estilllated Actual or of • Year Amount Expenditures - Revenue Revenue Revenues vs. Expenses 

1976-77 $167,530 $188,300 $(-20.770) $167,530 $177.706 $ +10,176 $(-10,594) fn 
M'I :z 

"\.,.r 77-78 192,150 201,000 ( -8,850) 190,150 192,500 +2,350 (-8,500) > 
.. ~ • - -< ............ j;f 

78-79 223,500 221,540 1,960 223,500 287,316 +63,816 65,776 M'I 

79-80 246,350 248,558 ( -2,208) 246,350 246,965 +615 (-1,593) 

80-81 283,600 292,900 -9,300) 283,600 326,488 +42,888 33,588 

81-82 312,555 344,050 (-31,495) 312,555 373,684 +61,129 29,634 

82-83 388,100 379,865 8,235 388,100 459,685 +71,585 79,820 

83-84 409,550 483,233 (-73,683) 402,050 544,593 +142,543 61,360 

84-85 469,600 469.180 420 469,600 387,903 (-81,697) (-81,277) 

85-86 526,295 526,706 (-411) 526,295 342,801 (-183,494) (-183,905) 

86-87 511,325 511,325 ? ? ? 

REVENUES 
1978 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 

l-!embership Dues 5,650 5,590 20,345 20,385 20,160 19,920 20,070 20,745 

Interest 8,011 8,323 15,493 17,656 23,726 19,428 29,100 11,741 

NOA Dues 18,763 22,791 17,548 20,186 29,944 35,548 34,815 36,341 

Rent 4,200 5,025 4,000 4,400 

Reimbursement-
Legal Fees 10,998 39,283 

Hisc. 5,813 7,541 9,530 26,971 20,496 14,726 9,472 10,005 

Tournamen t s 142,634 190,535 252,887 261,471 344,935 394,664 294,446 263,969 

Catastrophie 
Insurance 7,430 7,160 6,685 6,395 6,165 17,245 

Computer Refund 3,779 

Hail Insurance 
Proceeds 3,261 

192,500 246,965 326,488 373,684 459,685 544,593 387,903 342,801 

RESERVE FUNDS IN OPERATn;C FUNDS 
as of June 3D, 1986 

1978 1980 1981 1982 198} 198:' Btl.'; 19116 

Cash on Deposit 85,017 43,481 53,357 17,688 31,833 6,018 131,386 L:6,237 

Certification of 150,000 175,000 239,262 248,824 324,655 178,986 
Deposit 

Restricted Funds 3,000 3,000 3,000 3,000 3,307 3,000 3,000 :>,000 
MOA 

Investments 96,536 6,247 6,000 6,000 50,848 71,363 3,046 ;,921 
IMRA Account 

Totals 184,553 2U2,728 237,357 20S,950 Jj4.tl1:! 405.0Jo 31&.':'lb ';"..j..i,lSti 
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Arkansas 

TABLE 4 

COHPOSITION OF THE BOARDS OF DIRECTORS OF SELECTED 
MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF HIGH SCHOOLS 

Executive Board 

Board of Control 

Executive Committee 

Composition of Board 

Selected from each 
regional association 

Elected by district in 
relation to total 
assoclation membership 

Tota 1 Voting 
~ 

lD 

Fonnal 
Relationship 
With State 

Not to exceed None 
16 

California Federated Council See descrlption in text 25 None 

~ Colorado Executive Committee 8 elected by BOC by 11-12 ~oi,a~t of Educatlon; 
dlstrlct; 1 SBA. 1 SooE, 
past presldent, 1 non-
voting CHSAAA Commissloner 

lili\itfiitl one lllelllbei' i 

Connecticut Board of Directors Officers, past preSident, 2 NA ~~~t of Educatio~ 
reps. from each of 3 classes, Onl consultan ; 
and consultants 

Georgia Executive Committee Offlcers of assoc. & reps. 36 .·or-stita SChool i 
elected by class by reglon .. ~ serves 0If 
plus 3 at-large members . ttee , 

Hawaii Executive Board One re~. from each league, 5 6 ~·reJl.· from State Department} 
non-voting ex offlcio members _tlon.,se.rves as ex~. 
including the exec. secretary "., 

Illinois Board of Directors Elected from 7 divi~ions of 3 7 Nont' 
legislative commissions 
districts each 

••••••••.. ----.~~. 

N 

:" 

~ 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kentucky 

Maine 

TABLE 4 

COHPOSITION OF THE BOARDS OF DIRECTORS OF SELECTED 
MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF HIGH SCHOOLS (CONTINUED) 

Executive Board 

Board of Directors 

Board of Control 

Composition of Board 
Total Voting 
~ 

One rep. from each of 3 15 
classes from each of 5 districts 

One rep. from each of 5 9 
districts plus four at-large 
.embers including 1 AA prinCipal 

Board of Control Elected by region; must have lB 
2 blacks 

Executive Committee, 1 rep. from each of 5 regions 11 
ProfeSsional Division 2 Junior High reps. at-~rge 

1 Dept. of Educ. & Cult. 
Pres. & VP ex-officio 
1 NASSP Coordinator 

Fonnal 
Relationship 
With State 

Superintendent of Public 
Instruction appoints non­
voting liaison member 

l&ii!':""of'Ed. & Cult. has ; 
~r on board 

Massachusetts BOlrd of Control 8 elected by HSSAA ath. dist. 17 
2 elected by HASC 

tRiPi-:Hintatlv. of Dept. Qf 
~tlon • MDGWS serve IS; 

Louisiana Executive Committee 

2 elected by MASS 
4 elected by HSSADA 
1 elected by HSCA 

2 members from each class 
1 member appointed by Supt. 

of Ed. 
4 appointed by other assocs. 

18 

~~tants . 

tuperfntendent of Education 
.fnts board _'7 I 



SEll'lATE iEDUCiWIlm 

.EXHIBIT NO. . ~ 
TABLE 4 

DATE '1) /~/b.:! 
COMPOSITION OF THE BOARDS OF DIRECTORS or SELECTED 

r~Ef.IlERS OF THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF HICH SCHOOLS (COtgl~ILE~)O. ±Q& tlZ 
Formal 

Total Voting Relationshir 
State Execut ive Board Com~sition of Board !:l!!bers With State 

New Mexico Executive Board 9 school administration reps. 18 ~ed in state statute; 
4 classes & president; 2 IfftCgiven to state Leg. 

largest classes have 2 
votes/l rep. 

4 Boys' & Girls' Athletics 
2 Activities 
1 Junior High Committee 
2 State Board of Educ. & SBA 

New York Central Committee 4 reps. per section 44 ~-Yz.tfolially under the; 
N 2 administrators Ir.CiIiIIfisfoner of Education I 
~ 1 Boy activfty representative 

1 Girl activ1ty representat1ve 

Execut1ve Commfttee 22 members 
11 lllen 
11 women 

North Board of Directors Off1cers of Assoc. -- 4 reps. 20 None 
Carolfna from each of 4 classes 

North Board of D1rectors 3 Class A ',0 Super. of Public Instruction 
Dakota 4 Class B or representative is 

3 ex-officio members ex-officio member 

Oklahoma Board of Directors 12 elected by division 
& quadrant (4) 

(3) 12 Nont' 

1 executive secretary 

.---------~~~~~~- -

State 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

N 

?' 
Mississippi 

MONTANA 

Nebraska 

New 
Hampshire 

New Jersey 

TABLE 4 

COMPOSITION OF THE BOARDS OF DIRECTORS or SELECTED 
MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF HIGH SCHOOLS (CONTINUED) 

Formal 
Total Voting Relationship 

Executive Board Com~sition of Board ~ With State 

Representat ive 5 reps. of Class A & B 19 ra:ifnt·iftdent of Publ1C; 
Council 4 reps. of Class C & D t IIstruction serves as I!f-

9 at-large or appointed OffiCio -lIeIIber 
Superintendent of Public Inst. 

Board of Directors 4 reps. of Class A 16 Commissioner of Education 
4 reps. of Class AA reports activities to legis. 
7 appointed members & serves as ex-officio member 
1 mi nority rep. 

Executive Committee President & 12 council members 13 None 
(8 white' 4 black) 

Board of Directors rep. from each class 5 None~ -
School Board Association .. 

Board of Control rep. from each district 6 None 

Council 9 from Principal's Assoc. 17 ,lIPiesentoMf¥e"-for.POE '1<1, 
2 from Administrator's Assoc. ~ .. Q~uncft , 
2 from Coaches' Assoc. 
1 from SBA 
2 from Athletic Directors' Assoc. 
1 from Department of Education 

Executive Committee 21 high school reps. by county 41 Rep. of Department of Educ. 
3 parochial high school reps. ex-officio member 
9 ex-officio members 
8 at-large members 



lli.!! 
Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

'" ? Rhode Island 

South 
Carolina 

Utah 

Vermont 

Virginia 

TABLE 4 I ')HII)'!'''' 
11",1; i/:D 

COMPOSITION OF THE BOARDS OF DIRECTORS OF SELECTEl!".li·)h ,UCAnON 
MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF HIGH SCHOOLS (CONTII/UED) 1~1i), ~ ";lI 

Executive Board 

Executive Board 

Board of Control 

Comnittee on 
Athletics 

Executive Committee 

Board of Directors 

Executive Council 

Executive Committee 

iJI1TF ~'i' 

Composition of Board 
~.Q!111~1 ~ ... 

Total Voting "l Relat 0 C; /-r ~'W 
~ . With State • .~., 

3 Class AA 
2 Class AA 
2 Class A-B 
1 SBA member 
Executive Secretary 

1 rep./75 schools or major 
fraction for additional rep. 
5 outside assoc. members 
3 outside advisors 

Elected by Assoc. of 
Principals 

3 officers of Association 
4 Administrators, elected 

by class 
7 outside members 

B None~ I 
NA UrI Or DOE serves a~ 

16 rlone 

14-15 ~{iit~dt!nt cif Educ&ti(jl 
Ifr~' on on co-tttee I 

1 at-large delegate & Exec. Sec. 

1 member from each region 
President & VP of Assoc. 
Superintendent of Public Ins. 

President & President-elect 
3 at-large 
5 regional representatives 

Officers of Legislative League 
and outside associations 

16 

12 

,rA 

~te·Offlce of Education ...,,0 ' 
None 

It ~reps. fro... Dept. of Educe 
. In. III!IIIbers of ConIftit tee 

...... -_ ........ -.-..-

... ... 

lli.!! 
West 
Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 

TABLE 4 

COtlPOSITION OF THE BOARDS OF DIRECTORS OF SELECTED 
MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF HIGH SCHOOLS (CONTINUED) 

Executive Board 

Board of Appeals 
(elected by Board 
Control) 

Board of Control 

Board of Control 

Total Voting 
CompoSition of Board ~ 

Representative of 5 admini- 8 
strative regions 

3 outside organizations 

Representative of 7 districts 9 
Association of School Boards 
Minority Sex 

1 rep. from each of 4 classes 19 
in 4 districts 

2 SBA 
1 staff of Oep~ of Education 

Fo"".l 
Relationship 
With State 

_.::.~_ StaU Superintendent 
~.,s 'on board 

None 

ii 
Source: Montana High School Association 

Official State Handbooks 
Mountain International, Inc. 

..,J.j~ 
I 



MICHAEL QAL.LAC:HE:R/M .... 

Frank "Frog" Hull entertains members of the Montana ment to schools. The .MHSA 1.1 h91d.'B9 Its annullLme 
I, High School Association on Monday at a party thrown Ing at the Village Red Qf~.TEI:.OU(;AT _ N , '. :: . 
.. by Northern School Supply Co., a firm which sells equip- EXfrB~T NO.:? . 

Mer.chants SUppl~A~ee foo.a:~S 
to high school offi<Dla~ a~~-" lCocldail hour 

~. By THERESA JOH SON Ii. of the Missoulian J ~ 7 111 
It's a tradition that began 

" decades ago - when members 
l and administrators of the Mon­
luana High School Association 

gather for their annual meeting, 
a host of merchants shows up to 
supply free drinks and food. 

"We're personal friends with 
a lot of the people," said Herb 
Kimball, vice president of Uni­
versal Athletic Services. 

Kimball's firm spent $2,000 

on a party Monday night for the 
MHSA at Missoula's Village 
Red Lion Motor Inn. 

"It's not with the idea that 
they're going to buy more," he 
said. "Seventy percent of our 
business comes from the 
schools. We appreciate their 
business and this is one way to 
show it." 

At the MHSA's annual meet­
ing in Missoula this week, the 
Jostens Co. sponsored a cocktail 
hour Sunday, and Northwestern 
Scholastic Insurors bought soft 

dr~!1k.s for all work sessions .. ..... ,,j 
Northern School Supply Co., 

a firm that sells bleachers, back­
boards and other school equip­
ment, spent $400 on liquor for a 
cocktail hour Monday evening 
at the convention, according to 
a sales representative who asked 
not to be named. . . 

"It's just a good chance for 
the administrators to· get away 
from their meetings," he said: 

"I go to a lot of other con­
ventions and this happens all the 
time. I .would't feel obligated 

for one miputc, to. buy !iny,~ , 
thing," said. Seeley-Swan prin 
pal Kim Haines. "It's just kir 
of a nice little gesture to say 
thanks." < 

Missoula County High '" 
School Superintendent Denni~ 
Kraft said fr~.drinks have nc 
effect on his district's purcha~ 
ing decisions. 

"When you're drinking 7-
Up, it can't possibly have," ~ 
said, tipping his glass. 

(A story on convention 
sues Is on page 11.) 

-~-'------



SENATE EDUCATION 
EXHIBIT No.-.:.3:::::... ___ _ 

DATE 1/15/,(7 
March 27, 1987 BILL NO. I-+rk If! 

Supporting HJR 47--An Interim Study of 
the Montana High School Association 

The Montana League of Women Voters is a citizens' groups that 
supports citizen participation and accountability in government 
and equal opportunity in education. We support HJR 47 because of 
problems we see in these areas with the present system of governing 
extracurricular activities by the Montana High School Association. 

The Montana High School Association is not mention~y name in any 
statute of Montana Law. 20-1-211 (2) allows local school boards 
to, by resolution, "make their district a member of any state 
associationof school districts or school trustees or ~ other strict-
11_ educational association and authorize payment of dues to such 
association and the necessary travel expenses ... " The MHSA is not 
given rule-making authority as is the Board of Public Education 
when it writes rules (accreditation standards). The MHSA is not 
u II d e r Ul e Adm i n i s t rat i vee 0 des 0 f M 0 n tan a a sis the B 0 f P E . 

The rules of the MHSA affect school districts monetarily in two 
ways: in paying dues for membership and in local district expenses 
to participate in MHSA sanctioned activities. 

Of the $460,000 new budget of MHSA adopted in Jan., 1987, dues 
of $200 per activity paid by the 183 member schools is expected to 
raise $396,000. 

In addition, about 10% of each high school budget is spent on extra­
curricular activities. The statewide public high school budget from 
all sources i9 about $300 million according the Montana Taxpayers 
Association. This mean that $20-30 million are spent on extracur­
ricular activities. Schools that do not belong to and abide by 
the MHSA rules cannot participate in any of these activities. 

We urge you to pass HJR 47 and study the activities, structure and 
rules of the Montana High School Association. 

Sincerely, 

JI;. ~ 
Mart5niShuk, Missoula Leaislative Chair 
58')5 Pinewood Lane 

\ . 



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

.......... }\p~;l .. '--.~A ......................... 19 .. ~.7 ... 

fII"" MR. PRESIDENT 

. EOO(!"'\'!'IO'd A!iD CUI.TttRAL R1!SOURCES 
We, your committee on ................................................................................................................................... . 

having had under consideration ......... ~~~~ .. ~;~~ ... ~~~~~~~ .......................................... No .. ~7 ......... .. 

___ th~i.=rd'---__ reading copy ( blue 
color 

I!1rERI!4 STUDY OF MOm'A.'4fA HIGH SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 

PIS'lOlUA (Bw'\1'LOCK) 

Respectfully report as follows: That ........ ~Qq$~ .. ~Q~~~ ... ~~9~~~Q~' ..................................... No .. 4.7. ......... . 

Be amsnded as follows: 

1. Page 1, line 25 through line 1, page 2. 
Strike: lina 2S, paqe 1 through line 1, paq~ 2 in th~ir 

ont,1rQty 

l~~lD, AS ru-m!:tOED, 
!lE CONC"'JIUmO IU -- -

snli'ATOR nOB nROrtrn, Chairman. 




