MINUTES OF THE MEETING
HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE
MONTANA STATE SENATE

March 10, 1987
The meeting of the Highways & Transportation Committee was
called to order at 1:00 p.m., March 10, 1987, by Chairman
Larry Tveit in Room 410 of the State Capitol.

ROLL CALL: All members of the Highways and Transportation
Committee were present except Senator Meyer who was absent.

CONSIDERATION ON HOUSE BILL 438: Representative Ream, House
District No. 54, sponsor of the bill testified that House

Bill 438 would provide an option for large crane operators

to have a 30 day permit instead of a daily permit. They have
to purchase a $10.00 permit each day in order to operate their
cranes. The owner or operator of a crane with a gross vehicle
weight of less than 80,000 pounds may purchase a 30 day special
permit for overweight: {1) when the crane has a current special
mobile equipment identification and (2) when the Department

of Highways has approved the configuration of the crane through
a weight analysis completed within the same calendar year. The
permit is not transferable and the fee for the permit is $200.00

PROPONENTS: Bill Goznell, Montana Highway Department, testified
that there was no problem with the way House Bill 438 was drafted
and the department feels that it would make it easier for crane
operators to operate by being able to purchase a 30 day permit.

OPPONENTS: There were none.

QUESTIONS FROM THE COMMITTEE: Senator Farrell stated that in
House Bill 438 a crane operator with less than 80,000 pounds
sends to the Department of Highways a configuration of all
measurements where they approve the anaylsis and then issue

a 30 day permit on that number. The anaylsis has to be ap-
proved by the Department of Highways before they will authorize
what weight the crane operator can have and how he has to move
the crane down the road.

CLOSING: Representative Ream closed by saying that House Bill

438 has no impact on a monthly permit for it does not guarantee
the crane operator access to the highways on days the roads are
closed; that they may put out $200 and may only get to use the
permit for a short time that month. Representative Ream stated
further the permit was looked at on an annual or quarterly

basis but it was decided that a monthly permit would be the bewst.

Hearing on House Bill 438 was closed.
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DISPOSITION ON HOUSE BILL 438: It was moved and seconded that
House Bill 438 BE CONCURRED IN. It was carried unanimously.

. A |
DISPOSITION ON HOUSE BILL.359: It was moved and seconded that
House Bill 359 BE CONCURRED IN. It carried unanimously.
ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made and seconded that the meeting
of the Highways and Transportation Committee be adjourned.
/// : - - >
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Senator Larry.fveit, Chairman
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