
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
HIGHVvAYS & TRANSPORTATION COM.\1ITTEE 

~mNTANA STATE SENATE 

February 14, 1987 

The meeting of the Highways and TransDortation Committee 
was called to order by Chairman Larry Tveit on Saturday, 
February 14, 1987, after adjournment of the Senate, in 
Room 410 of the State Capitol for Executive Session. 

ROLL CALL: All members were present. 

DISPOSITION OF SENATE BILL 194: Chairman Tveit stated 
that there would be no testimony given on any of the 
bills that were being heard in executive session. Senate 
Bill 194 was sponsored by Senator Hager. Senate Bill 194 
had to do with the changing of license plates from numbers 
on the plates to a two-letter county designation. The 
letters would be arranged in a vertical position on the 
license plates. A proposed amendment was presented by 
Senator Hager changing page 6, line 23 throughout page 7, 
line 13, by inserting the abbreviation of all designated 
counties. 

Senator Hager moved the bill as amended. It was moved and 
seconded that Senate Bill 194 DO PASS AS N~ENDED. Motion 
carried unanimously. 

DISPOSITION OF SENATE BILL 106: Senate Bill 106 was 
sponsored by Senator Halligan and it was a difficult bill 
for it dealt with GVW Officers havinq the authorization to 
carry weapons. Under the law, GVW Officers are called 
"peace officers" and are allowed to carry weapons. As 
Director of the Department of Highways, Gary Wicks, has 
ruled, by using his discretionary authority, that the G~v 
Officers would not be allowed to carry guns. In 1971, 
Lt. Governor Bill Christianson introduced legislation to 
give the scale persons the authority to make arrests. At 
that time, the GVW Officers were under the jurisdiction 
of the Highway PatroL If a G~'V Officer was in any kind 
of trouble, or had to make an arrest, they would notify a 
Highway Patrolman and he would respond to the call and make 
the arrest for the GVW Officer. Senate Bill 106 would change 
the law giving them the authority to carry weapons. 

It was moved and seconded by Senator Williams and Senator 
Hofman that Senate Bill 106 DO NOT PASS. It was 
unanimously carried. 

A request was made that a committee bill be heard that would 
replace Senate Bill 106 to take the authority away from 
the GVW Officers as "peace officers" and change them to 
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"public servants". A motion was made and seconded to 
support the committee bill. It was unanimously carried. 

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 5:HJR-S was sponsored 
by Representative Grady urging Congress to take immediate 
action on the passage of the federal surface transportation 
reauthorization act. 

A motion was made and seconded that HJR 5 BE CONCURRED IN. 
It was unanimously carried. 

DISPOSITION OF SENATE BILL 271: Senate Bill 271 was 
sponsored by Senator Hirsch. This bill would enact 
regulating the price of motor fuel at wholesale and retail 
levels; providing for penalties and remedies for sales in 
violation of established prices, and prohibiting unfair 
practices in the sale of motor fuel. 

Senator Hofman proposed a set of amendments. (See Exhibit I). 
A motion was made and seconded that the proposed amendments 
DO PASS. It was unanimously carried. 

Senator Farrell proposed an additional set of amendments to 
Senate Bill 271. (See Exhibit II) There was another 
lengthy discussion by the committee on Senate Bill 271 with 
regards to the practice of selling motor fuel below cost 
in order to attract patronage, a form of deceptive advertisinq 
and unfair method of competition in commerce. They felt that 
it could cause commercial dislocations, mislead the consumer, 
create problems for the farmer, burden and obstruct commerce, 
and divert business from dealers who maintain a fair price 
policy. The committee was made aware of the bankruptcies 
among the different merchants who failed because of the 
competition of those who use such methods resulting in 
unemployment, disruption of leases, and non-payment of taxes 
and loans and contribution to an inevitable train of 
undesirable consequences, including economic depression. 

Senator Stimatz moved that both sets of amendments DO PASS. 
It was unanimously carried. 

Senator Farrell moved that Senate Bill 271 DO NOT PASS. He 
stated that he did not see how the Department of Commerce, 
or anyone would be able to enforce this bill. A roll call 
vote was taken with a six to four vote in favor that 
Senate Bill 271 DO PASS. A motion for Senate Bill 271 to 
DO NOT PASS failed.--senate Bill 271 unanimously PASSED 
AS AMENDED. 

DISPOSITION OF SENATE BILL 187: Senate Bill 187 was 
sponsored by Senator Farrell. Senate Bill 187 would allow 
special vehicle combinations to operate on interstate 
highways by special permits. 
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Senator Farrell moved that the amendments DO PASS. Paul 
Verdon referred to subsections, page 4--technically the 
subsections would identify the definite sections that 
triple trailers would be driven on interstate highways only. 

Motion was made to amend Senate Bill 187 by adding sub
section 14, and carried unanimously. 

Paul Verdon, Researcher, spoke about the Statement of 
Intent, paragraph 3. The working draft of the proposed 
rules of Montana are attached and the Statement of Intent. 
A motion was made and seconded that the Statement of Intent 
BE ADOPTED. Motion carried unanimously. 

Senator Farrell moved that Senate Bill 187 DO PASS AS AMENDED. 
Motion was seconded and carried unanimously-.-

DISPOSITION OF SENTATE BILL 212: Senate Bill 212 was sponsored 
by Senator Farrell. Senate Bill 212 will provide a classified 
commercial vehicle operator's license program; revising the 
motor vehicle laws to remove references to chauffers. Senator 
Farrell presented an amendment to -'the bill. It would strike 
"I" to "A" following "calls" on page 16, line 12; strike "II" 
and insert "B" on page 16 and line 13. 

It was moved and seconded that the amendments to Senate Bill 
212 DO PASS. Motion carried. 

A motion was made and seconded that Senate Bill 212 DO PASS AS 
AMENDED. Motion unanimously carried. 

A motion was made and seconded that the Statement of Intent 
to Senate Bill 212 BE ADOPTED. Motion unanimously carried. 

ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made and seconded that executive 
session be adjourned. 

Senator Larry veit, Chairman 
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I, SENATOR WILLIAMS, being first duly sworn 

deposes and say that on February 14, 1987, that I case 

and presented my votes on the following bills prior to 

executive action to Senator Larry Tveit, Chairman. 

Senate Bill 106 Yes)5k:/ 
Committee Bill Yes!} ,;c/ 

Senate Bill 187 Yesj3ty 

Senate Bill 194 Yes,r) /£/ 

Senate Bill 212 Yes f)/?/ 

Senate Bill 271 No ;:. .... 7 r,Y 

HJR 5 " Yes ,;7 : "'--' 
J ,"-

Committee bill railroad crossing - Yes 

Dated this 14th day of February, 1987. 

Senator Wil iams 
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I, SENATOR LYBECK, being first duly sworn 

deposes and say that on February 14, 1987, that I 

cast and presented my votes on the following bills 

prior to Executive Action to Senator Tveit, Chairman 

Senator Bill 106 
Committee Bill 
Senator Bill 194 

Senate Bill 187 

Senate Bill 212 

Senate Bill 271, 
Amendements 
Bill as amended 

HJ5 

1 
Yes R.I... 

Y '[r1 i es . 

{) I) 

Yes wJ 

Yes R( 

Yes 6;f 

Committee bill railroad crossing - Yes 

Dated this 14th day of February, 1987. 



ROLL CALL 

HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORATION COMMITTEE 

50th LEGISLNrrVE SESSION ._- 1987 

.••• ---. I '._ ~., .• ", 

Date J-
----'III 

- - - - - - - - - - - _0 _ _ _ _ _ 

_ N-~AM_·_E-·~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-----I_-._P_l_~ E_" S_E_NT. __ +-_A_B_S_E_N_T __ -t-_
E_" X_C_U_S_E_D-i 

Chairman: Larrv Tveit 

Vice Chairman: Lawrence Stimatz 

... / 

Senator Hubert J. Abrams 
---------~~~~~~~~~------+--------------+------------~~------~ 

Senator William Farrell 

v 
Senator Torn Hager 

v 
Senator Sam Hofman 

Senator Ray Lybeck 

Senator Darryl Meyer ./ 

Senator Cecil Weeding 

/ 

Senator Bob Williams V 

-----------------------.-----~--.----------~-----------~-------~ -
Each day attach to minutes. 



ROLL CALL VOTE 

HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION 
~ ~--------------------------

Date ,./ ' 
--------~--------

Bill No. ----------------- ---------- Tine.. . .. 'J .-'_ "'::, • ---------

'''~/' . / 
, ~,. ... ~ ..... fI'.;, _,' 

~ - , 
YES 

Chairman: Larry Tveit 

Vice Chairman: Lawrence Stimatz ._-

Senator Hubert J. Abrams 

Senator William Farrell I 
Senator Tom Hager I I 
Senator Sam Hofman I I 

I 
., 

I Senator Ray Lybeck 
". ... 

Senator Darryl Meyer I I 
Senator Cecil Needing I I 
Senator Bob Williams I i .- j 

I I 
I I 

Secretary 

M::>tion: ----------------------------------------------------------------



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

February 14 87 ......................................................... 19 ........ .. 

MR. PRESIDENT 

W . HI~tlWAYS ~ Tm\L .... SpORTATIO~ e, your committee on ................................................................................................................................... . 

having had under consideration .............. ~.~~~~~ .. ~~~.+ ............................................................... No .. +.q~ ...... .. 

__ .....cF:....:1::..:r=-5:.::..,t-=--___ reading copy ( wh.! te 
color 

REQUIRING GVW OFFICERS TO CARRY FlREARP~ 

Respectfully report as follows: That ................ ~~~~ ~.~ .. ~~+.~ ........................................................ No .. l9~ ....... . 

' . 

.................. . SENATOR" T\~IT"""""""'" Ch~'i~~~~:"" 



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

......... r.~~.rn~.+.Y ... ;t.~ ...................... 19.a7 .... . 

MR. PRESIDENT 

. UIGUiWAYS ~ Tll,,\;'~SPORTA"ION 
We, your committee on ................................................................................................................................... . 

. .' HJR 5 
having had under consideratIOn ........................................................................................................ No ............... .. 

t...~ird blue ________ reading copy ( 
color 

~a 5 Respectfully report as follows: That .................................................................................................. No ................ . 

.... " 

BE CONCURRED IN 

DO PASS ---



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

Februar.f 14 a 7 
......................................................... 1 g ........ .. 

'" MR. PRESIDENT 

. nICS-dAYS & ~RAHSPO~ATION 
We, your committee on ................................................................................................................................... . 

having had under consideration ..... ~~~ .. ~~~ ........................................................................ No ... ~~? ..... . 
first . white ________ readmg copy ( ___ _ 

color 

. SBNATS nILL 179 Respectfully report as follows. That. ................................................................................................. No ................ . 

················!.lE'!fAWR'··TV£!'Y························· ............ . 
Chairman. 



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

February 14 37 ......................................................... 19 ......... . 

MR. PRESIDENT 

ilIGUWA~S & TV.NSPORTA'l'ION 
We, your committee on ........ :., ........................................................................................................................ . 

h ' h d d . '. S£NlaE BILL 157 
aVlng a un er consIderatIon ........................................................................................................ No ................ . 

first , white ---_____ reading copy ( _ 
color 

SPECIAL PERMITS FOR OVERLENGTH VEHICLES ON I;:nERSTl\TE iiIGEWAYS 

Respectfully report as follows: That ........... ~~~~!.t:~~ ... ~~.~~ ............................................................. NO ... ~~.? ...... . 

1. Page 4, line 9 
Following; line 8 

AND AS At"\'r::VDED 

OO-PASS-

DO NOT PASS 

Insert: .. (b) a combination of vehicles powered 
by a cab-over (tilt cab) type truck-tractor or a 
truck ~y not exceed overall lanqth of lOS feet, 
inclusive of front and rear .owupers and overhanCJ) 

(e) it combination of vehiclea powered by a conventiona.l ... 
truck-tractor may not exceed overall lenqtt1 of 110 
fast, inclusive of front and rear bUllip;t'orS and over-
hanYj'" .-/ 

Renumber: subsequent subsections. 

....... ·S:-..ii~A·TO-n·· TVr.;·IT······· ....................................... . 
Chairman. 



......................................................... 19 ......... . 

Senat~ 9111 ~o. 187 

1\ IJtatm~~nt ."}f intent i.s required !!">r this act beC4U8e 1'itln 

61, s~ction 4, gr~nts t~ the depart~ent of hiqhwayn authority to 

I'lake rul~3 prel\!cr1binq qualifico.tion!r of drhu~ra and for t.he 
equipping and operation of ~p~c1al vehicl-a comb1n3tions. 

The legislature int~nd$ that tho rulea for ~poration of 

~~~cial v~h1cle co~in~tlon5 b@ eonsi5t~nt with thon~ rulQft 
adopted by atat~a ~1d provinces allowinq these v~hicle 

combinations. Rules are to include provi.eioruJ for g~neral 

opf.'ration, .. -..qt1i~entt combinat.ion descript.ion, driverz. ~peed, 

stAbili ty, weight, l04d !J@qu~.mca. oPQrationnl proc(!o1ur~", 
" 

~eeident~, and insur~nee. 

The l~'llala tur~ intenda. that the dep.at:>tment ,"}f highways :aay 

restrict the operation of special vehicle coDhi~ations during 

t:.i~es or t,)erioor; ",hen 8dvet's(! eond! t ions, ".ma ther. or ,")t.her 

Y sl!fety considerations .79Ak .. stlch f,)peratlon nn1.lafn or i~C:Hl1'}'i!.'l'lbV:;. 

i04ad\e:\~lpanor\wp;ea 

I.e 958 



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

Pebeuary 14 37 
......................................................... 19 ......... . 

MR. PRESIDENT 

. HI~tlAj!'S £: TR.A.~SPORTATION We, your committee on ................................................................................................................................... . 

. .. SENATE DILL 194 having had under consideration ........................................................................................................ No ................ . 

f 4 -Bt w'nit~ ____ .L.L _____ reading copy ( ___ "'_ 
color 

SENA7E BILL 194 Respectfully report as follows: That .................................................................................................. No ................ . 

1. Page 61 Line.23 through pago 7, line 13. 
Following: ~follow8~~ on ~aqs 6, line 23 
Striko: the remainder of line 13 through flL;I." on ---page 7, line 13. 
Insert.~ nBeaverhead, DV; Big Horn,'" DlIl lllaiae r .9Lj 
Broadwater, SW; carbon~ Clll Carter, CTi Caacade r CSt 
C'louteau, CU, Custer, CUi Daniels. DN; Dawson, Uti; "-
ueor Lodgo, OL. Fallon, FA: Fergu3, FE; Plathead, FL; 
Gallatin, G?; GarfialcI GD~ Gldci~r, GC: Golden Valley, 
17iV; Granito, GRi Itill, ;!I; ,leffsrson, Jl!, Judith Basin, 
JBr Lake, LA; Levis and Clark, Lei Liberty, LB; 
Lincoln, L."l; Madison, ;'lA; ,HcCone, Me ; ~lea9b.er, MR ; 
!tineral r ~i Hissoula, 1$; Musselshell, au; Park, P:C; 
Petroleum, PE; Phillips .. PU; pO!ldera, po: Powder,n!ver 
POi Powell, PH; Prairie, PR; Ravalli, nA; Richland, 
RI. Roosevelt, RVi Rose~ud# RBi Sanders, SA; Sheridan, 
Su; Silver Bow, SU; Stillwater, SW; Sweet Grass, SCi 
:reton, TE; ?oole, TO: '1·raaaure,. Til; Valley, VA; ~~,neatland, 
WH; Wibaux, W'1l; and Yellowstone, y~ ... 

AJD AS 1\i-i.8U'DEO 
DO PAS..§... 

DO NOT PASS 

............... srmmo'll" 'i'Ve-IT····················· Ch~·i~~~~:···· 



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

FQhraary 14~ 37 
......................................................... 19 ......... . 

rt MR. PRESIDENT 

. iiIGlHiAYS Or 'l'RA;lSPORTATIO~t We, your committee on ................................................................................................................................... . 

. .. SE1iATE BILL 212 having had under consideration ........................................................................................................ No ................ . 

___ fl_r_s_t ____ reading copy ( white 
color 

PROY!O?! COMMERCIAL YBBICLE 02J3RATOR'g LIC~N.snlG PROORAK 

S~ATg BILL 212 
Respectfully report as follows: That .................................................................................................. No ................ . 

DO pASS 

1. Page 16, line 12 
Followoing. ~C1aGs~ 

2. 

Strike: 0:1"--'-
Insert: " A ~ .. 

Page 16, lina 13 
Following: ~Class~ 

Strike: "'II'" 
Insert: .. S" 

DO NOT PASS 

......... SE~l'Vro~· ·TVBI-T············································· 
Chairman. 



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

......... :r.i~.Q1::\4a%:y. ... 1!4...................... 1 9 .?.7. ..... 

MR. PRESIDENT 

iiIGUiilAYS & 'rRANSPORTATIO~i 
We, your committee on ................................................................................................................................... . 

SimA'I'E BILL ... _ 
having had under consideration ........................................................................................................ No ... 7 .. ~.~ ....... . 

First . white ________ reading copy ( ___ _ 

color 

MO~~R FUEL SALES aBGULATIO~ ~~n PAIR COMPETITION 

S£~A~B ~ILL 271 
Respectfully report as follows: That .................................................................................................. No ................ . 

1. P~qe 2, lines 13 through IS 
Followin)J! "'means" on l!,ne 13 
I!'1sert: »j (a) ~ 
Followinq: -tho- on line 13 
Striko; "current invoice~ on line 13 through ~date 
of sale~ on line 15 
I;uJ&rt: III publisbtld terminal prices closest to tho 
point of an alleged violation of (this act), as 
compiled by generally accepted pstrolcum industry-
related companies that 9ublish sucn prices, including 
oil price information service and computer petroleum 
inror=ation, that were in effact on the day of the 
all~qed violationj~ 
Following. 'lorr; on lin~ l~ 
Insert: ~ (b) .. 

2. Paqe 2, line 25. 
Strike; ;'3'~ 

Insert: tJ 1 t '" 

l. Page 4, line 9. 
Following,; io\"prohi~ite6.." 
IiltlOrt: ., (1)" 

4.1 Pago 4, line 22. 
Folloiwnq: line 21 
Inacrt: ~(2) A retailer ~ao i$ also a refiner or broker 

AND AS AMeNDED shall add ~~Q cost to r~tailer and coat to wholesaler 
~rku?s requirea under {aectioa 2).1 

DO PASS 

DO NOT PASS 

...... -5i:iNAroR" T'r~I'l~"""""""""'"'''''''''''''':''''''''''' 
Chairman. 




