MINUTES OF THE MEETING
STATE ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE
MONTANA STATE SENATE

February 12, 1987

The twenty-third meeting of the State Administration Committee
was called to order by Chairman Jack Haffey on February 12,
1987 in Room 331 of the State Capitol at 10 a.m.

ROLL CALL: All committee members were present.
The hearing was opened on Senate Bill 287.

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE BILL 287: Senator Delwyn Gage, Senate
District 5, Cut Bank, is the sponsor of this bill entitled,
"AN ACT REQUIRING THE DISTRICTING AND APPORTIONMENT COMMISSION
TO BASE ITS PLANS FOR REAPPORTIONMENT AND REDISTRICTING ON THE
NUMBER OF LEGISLATORS DESIGNATED IN THE LEGISLATIVE SESSION
BEFORE THE FEDERAL POPULATION CENSUS; AND AMENDING SECTION
5-1-101, MCA." He noted he had first looked into drafting a
bill that would cut the legislature in half particularly after
traveling to Colorado and visiting their legislature which is
much smaller than Montana's. He had researched who had the
determination on the size of the legislature here and found it
appeared to be up to the reapportionment committee. This bill
would simply state that the legislature would be the ones who
would make the determination of size.

PROPONENTS : There were none.

OPPONENTS: There were none.

QUESTIONS ON SENATE BILL 287: Senator Harding asked if the

bill would allow the legislature to set the number of legis-
lators and the reapportionment committee would determine the
boundaries of the districts. Senator Gage noted if the legis-
lature does not address this issue that it would be an indication
to the reapportionment commission that they reapportion on the
basis of the number of senators and representatives that served
in that session before the census. Senator Hofman asked if
there was anything in law now which indicates how many senators
and representatives there should be and was told by Senator

Gage the constitution now states there shall be not more than

50 nor less than 40 senators and not less than 80 nor more than
100 in the House of Representatives. The leeway under present
law indicates it would be left to the reapportionment commission
depending on how they reapportion the districts. Senator Gage
felt the legislature should make this determination themselves.

Senator Lynch noted this had been a very controversial issue in
the past and did not see the need to change it again. Senator
Anderson stated we would have to have a change in the constitution
if there were to be less than 40 or less than 80.
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Senator Rasmussen asked what the size of the legislature was

in Colorado presently and was told about 22 in the Senate and
perhaps 50 representatives. Senator Haffey asked just what this
proposal would do. Senator Gage stated that presently the
legislature could do this and so can the reapportionment commission
and he would like to take the authority away from the commission.
He noted that the drafters had indicated there should be mention
reflected in the minutes that the intention of the legislature

if this is not addressed in the session prior to a census that
it was the intent of the legislature that the reapportionment

be bases on the number of senators and representatives that

were in that session. If it is not addressed it would just
remain the same. Senator Hirsch asked if Senator Gage was
certain this was what was meant by the way the bill was worded.

Senator Gage then CLOSED on SENATE BILL 287.

EXECUTIVE ACTION ON SENATE BILL 287: Senator Harding MOVED
THAT SENATE BILL 287 DO PASS. Senator Lynch seconded the
motion. Senator Hofman wanted assurance from the researcher,
Eddye McClure that the language was fine. The motion then
passed unanimously.

The hearing was opened on House Bill 335.

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 335: Representative Paul Pistoria,
House District 36, Great Falls, is the sponsor of this bill
entitled, "AN ACT PROHIBITING A PRIVATE PARKING SERVICE FROM
IMPOUNDING A MOTOR VEHICLE; PROVIDING THAT FAILURE TO COMPLY
WITH THE PARKING REGULATIONS OF A PRIVATE PARKING SERVICE RE-
SULTS IN A CIVIL LIABILITY; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE
DATE." Rep. Pistoria then went through the history of the
legislation dating back to his dissatisfaction with Diamond
Parking Company when they were in Great Falls and enforced their
parking fees by attaching a barrel with a chain to the vehicle
till the fine was paid. He noted he had been involved in a

lot of controversary because he had repeatedly cut the chains
with bolt cutters to remove the barrels. He had done some
research and found this practice had been declared unconstitu-
tional in other states. He submitted an exhibit of his various
correspondence and newspaper articles relating to this issue.
(EXHIBIT 1) He noted Diamond Parking had finally left the City
of Great Falls and Helena and were now operating only in Billings
at the present time. The bill would just prohibit private parking
services from impounding motor vehicles and force them to comply
with the rules of the city government.

PROPONENTS: There were none.
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OPPONENTS: There were none.

QUESTIONS ON HOUSE BILL 335: Senator Lynch asked what the
remedy for violating private parking fees was and was told they
had to comply with whatever laws were in city government re-
garding parking fines. Senator Haffey noted the remedy is
spelled out in the language in the bill.

EXECUTIVE SESSION ON HOUSE BILL 335: Senator Lynch MOVED THAT
HOUSE BILL 335 BE CONCURRED IN. Senator Harding seconded the
motion. Senator Lynch noted in most areas the remedy for park-
ing too long is to have your car towed away at your own expense.
The motion passed unanimously. Senator Manning will carry the
bill on the Senate floor.

EXECUTIVE SESSION ON SENATE BILL 42: Senator Lynch MOVED

THAT SENATE BILL 42 DO NOT PASS. Senator Lynch noted one good
reason might be because the bill passed out of committee yester-
day, SB 70, which reduces the size of committees to four members
and this bill would make it a twelve member council. He felt

the council is working very diligently towards making improve-
ments in their own agencies and are working towards consolidation
already. Senator Harding noted that Senator Neuman pointed out
also that many of the concerns he had were already being addressed.
Senator Farrell noted he had talked with leadership and they had
indicated they were busy enough already without being required

to be on the council committee. Senator Haffey noted that having
department heads meet together to try and work out agreements

was a very good sign and a good beginning. The motion passed
unanimously.

cd

Chairman
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Paul Pistoria
2421 Central Avenue
Great Falls,

Dear Paul:

DONALD A. GARRITY
ATTORNEY AT LAW
1313 ELEVENTH AVENUE
HELENA, MONTANA 59601
(4061 aa2-871
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Tom Keegan and I thought you might be interested in this.

DAG s
encl.

Very t

yours,

Donald giygérrity
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SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS

Notice To Subscribers
U.S. Law Week will not be published
December 31. The next issue, covering material
for two weeks, will appear January 7, 1986.

ity’s Vehicle “Booting”
Program Violates Due Process

Most courts that have considered the question have
found no constitutional infirmity in various cities’
practice of “booting™ or towing motor vehicles first
and considering owners’ excuses later. But the Louisi-
ana Supreme Court now declares that the procedures
accompanying New Orleans’ program for booting
cars with excessive parking tickets fall short of due
process requirements. The court faults the city's use
of a private contractor with a financial interest in
each car it immobilizes and the lack of pre-boot notice
or opportunity to contest the propriety of the city's
action. (Wilson v. City of New Orleans, 12/2/85)

Although the parking tickets and subsequently
mailed notices warn vehicle owners that failure to pay
a fine or contest a citation may result in immobiliza-
tion, the court nevertheless concludes that the Four-
teenth Amendment’s Due Process Clause requires a
final notice indicating that a vehicle is about to be
booted and offering the owner a chance to lodge an
informa! protest. Given the risk of human and com-
puter error, the court explains, the city must take “at
least rudimentary precautions against unfair or mis-
taken classification™ of persons and “arbitrary depri-
vation™ of property. In balancing the administrative
burden of beefed up notice requirements against the
owners' interest in the use of their vehicles, the court
concludes that one more notice and an informal re-
sponse period will add little expense or delay.

The court also denounces the use of a private
company paid on a contingent fee basis to administer
the program. Due process requires that a decision-
maker not have a direct gr indirect financial stake in
maintaining a high level of revenue generated by his
adjudicative function, the court says. (Page 2322)

Section 1

Contents Copyright © 1985 by The Bureau of National Affairs, Inc.

Asbestos Victim Can Sue Employer
For Aggravating Job-Related Injuries

Workers' compensation statutes generally restrict
employees to recovery of statutory benefits for occu-
pational diseases related to the hazards of their em-
ployment. The New Jersey Supreme Court, however,
decides that the exclusivity provision of that state’s
workers’ compensation statute does not bar a tort
action alleging that an employer and its physicians
aggravated employees’ occupational, asbestos-related
diseases by fraudulently concealing from them the
fact that they had such diseases. (Millison v. E.I. du
Pont de Nemours & Co., 12/10/85)

The court first notes that the legislature was aware
of occupational diseases as a fact of industrial em-
ployment. Therefore, the initial resulting occupational
diseases “must be considered the type of hazard of
employment that the legislature anticipated would be
compensable under the terms of the Compensation
Act and not actionable in an additional civil suit.”

However, as regards the allegation that the employ-
er and doctors fraudulently concealed knowledge of
the diseases in order to prevent employees from leav-
ing the workforce, the court says the legislature
“could not have ihtended to insulate such conduct
from tort liability.” But for the corporate strategy of
concealing diseases discovered in company physical
examinations, the employees would have minimized
the dangers to their health, the court suggests.

The court thus allows the employees’ action to
proceed, cautioning, however, that the employees now
face the “unenviable burden of proving a deliberate
corporate strategy to conceal” their diseases. Proof
that the doctors negligently misdiagnosed employees’
x-rays or estimated poorly concerning the seriousness
of their maladies will be insufficient to establish a
cause of action outside the workers’ compensation
statute, the court warns. (Page 2327)

Colorado Statute Limiting Ski Resort
Liability Passes Constitutional Test

At the outset of the Western ski season, the Colora-
do Supreme Court upholds that state’s 1979 Ski
Safety Act against constitutional challenges. The stat-
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Office of Workers' Compensation Pro-
. grams, No. 84-1167, 12/2/85.

Motor Vehicles

" TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS -
. City's procedure for “booting™ vehicles
for unpaid parking tickets, which allows pri-
" vate contractor who receives commission for
~ each vehicle booted rather than neutral deci-
. sionmaker to decide whether vehicle should
be booted, and which gives vehicle owmer
neither notice that booting is imminent nor
opportunity to respond informally regarding
. whether proper grounds for booting exist,
violates Due Process Clause.
- The issue is whether the Due Process
Clauses of the Fourteenth Amendment and
of the Louisiana Constitution are violated
by a city’s procedures for immobilizing vehi-
cles for excessive parking tickets.
Under New Orleans’ vehicular immobili-
zation system, an unoccupied, legally
parked vehicle may be *‘booted” if three or
more unpaid tickets are recorded against it.
The back of each ticket states that the
owner may contest the violation, and that
failure to pay or contest will result in added
penalties or “possible immabilization™ of
the vehicle. If the fine is not paid or contest-
ed, two notices are mailed to the owner
informing him of the ticket, demanding pay-
ment, and inviting him to contest.
The city contracts with a private com-
pany for the collection of tickets on a con-
tingent fee basis. When an alleged parking
. violator fails to pay a ticket, the company
mails notices, 30 and if necessary 60 days

" after ticketing, informing the owner of the
unpaid ticket and demanding payment. The
company also helps administer the immobi-
lization operation. Using computerized
data, the company prepares a list of all
vehicles that city employees may search for
and immobilize.

Before attaching the boot, the boot crew
calls a city dispatcher with access to the
latest data to assure that the vehicle status
bas not changed. An immobilized vehicle
may be released upon payment of fines and
a boot fee or the posting of a bond.

Here, the owner of a booted vehicle who
had 20 unpaid parking tickets was not given
prior notice of immobilizaticn or an oppor-
tunity to question or contest the action.

The right to due process requires the
government, when it acts to deprive a per-
son of his property, to provide him with
notice and some kind of hearing at a mean-
ingful time and in a meaningful manner,
and to follow a fair process of decisionmak.
ing Mathews v. Eldridge, 424 US. 319
(1976), set out the factors to be balanced
when determining what process is due: (1)
the private interest that will be affected by
the official action; (2) the risk of an errone-
ous deprivation of such interest through the

procedures used, and the probable value, if
any, of additional or substitute procedural
safeguards; and (3) the government's inter-
est including the function involved and the
fiscal and administrative burdens that the
additional or substitute procedural require-
ment would entail. Due process does not
always require a trial procedure, but it does
forbid resolving a question of adjudicative
fact against a party without first allowing
him to respond, at least informally, to a
summary of adverse evidence.

The city's procedures fall short of due
process requirements. A notice or ticket
that the city mails to an owner or affixes to
his vehicle, containing an elliptical state-
ment that failure to pay a ticket may possi-
bly lead to immobilization, is not reasonably
calculated to apprise the owner of the pen-
dency of an action to declare him a scofflaw
and have his vehicle booted or of the avail-
ability of an opportunity to present his ob-
jections. His knowledge of his delinquency
in payment of tickets is not the equivalent of
such notice.

Under Mathews, some procedure for en-
tertaining vehicle owner complaints prior to
booting is required to afford reasonable as-
surance against erroneous or arbitrary de-
privation of property that may be someone’s
sole means of transportation. The owner’s
interest is self-evident, and the risk of hu-
man or computer error is not insubstantial.
Due process requires at least rudimentary
precautions against unfair or mistaken clas-
sification. The vehicle owner should be
mailed notice of a proposed immobilization
order and afforded a brief period before
issuance of the order within which to make
an informal oral or written contesting state-
ment. Such a requirement will add little
expense or delay to the fact-finding
function.

There also must be some type of neutral
and detached decisionmaker. Under the ex-
isting procedure, a private company has a
demonstrable financial interest in maintain-
ing the booting program at a level favorable
to collections. Due process requires that a
decisionmaker not have a direct or indirect
stake giving rise to a temptation to make
him partisan to maintaining a high level of
revenue generated by his adjudicative func-
tion. This requirement should not pose a
great burden on the city; decisionmakers
need not be judges, magistrates, or persons
with special expertise.

The city contends that immobilization is
an extraordinary situation that warrants
dispensing with notice and hearing. But rou-
tine daily booting of vehicles as part of a
municipal parking enforcement system does
not present a ‘“‘truly unusual™ situation.
There is no need for action so prampt as to
preclude effective notice and a chance to be
beard at least informally.

The cases from other jurisdictions relied
upon by the city are inapposite, and none
involves a private, financially interested ac-

0!4R-8119 ‘RS '$N+ &N

12-24-85
tor exercising governmental discretion.—
Dennis, J. _

Blanche and Watson, JJ., concur

separately.
Marcus, J., dissents,
—La SupCt; Wilsonry. Gity-of New: Or-

leans, No. 85-C-0712;13/2]85: = "~
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PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE —

Jurisdiction to hear state’s challenge to
Secretary of Energy’'s procedures for select-
ing temporary nuclear waste storage sites
pursuart to 1982 Nuclear Waste Policy Act
lies originally in federal district, not appel-
late, courts.

In this case of first impression involving
an issue of pressing national importance—
the safe storage of nuclear waste—Tennes-
see disputes that the Department of Energy
followed proper statutory procedures in
identifying sites in Tennessee as candidates
for the temporary storage of nuclear waste
in Monitored Retrievable Storage (MRS)
installations. The secretary asserts that this
court lacks jurisdiction because the 1982
Nuclear Waste Policy Act vests exclusive
jurisdiction in the courts of appeals to re-
view his actions under the Act.

The focus of the waste management pro-
gram articulated by the NWPA is on the
development of permanent, deep repositor-
ies for nuclear waste. However, Congress
also enacted Part C of Subchapter I, which
deals with MRS as a “back-up™ to the
repository program. Section 141(h) incorpo-
rates several of the sections and subsections
of Part A of Subchapter | that deal with
participation of states in the selection of
sites for permanent repositories.

Tennessee argues that Congress incorpo-
rated certain provisions contained within
Part A of Subchapter I, relating to state
participation, into the MRS subtitle of Part
C by specifically citing these provisions in
§141(h), and impliedly rejected the applica-
tion of all other provisions of Part A to the
MRS development process. The state also
argues that the clear language of §119(a),
which vests jurisdiction in the court of ap-
peals, demonstrates clear congressional in-
tent that the section applies only 10 certain
actions arising “‘under this part” (referring
to Part A of Subchapter I) and to actions
arising under provisions outside of Part A of
Subchapter 1 that are specifically enumer-
ated in §119(a)(1)(D)-(F). The state does
not challenge the jurisdiction granted the
courts of appeals over actions arising under
these sections; however, it relies on the lan-
guage of §119(a), which does not refer 10
Part C of Subchapter I, concerning MRS,
in vesting original and exclusive jurisdiction
in the courts of appeals to exclude actions
arising under Part C from the jurisdictional
provision.
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“Hypnotically induced’” testimony

?‘.is inadmissible per se, although a

witness may testify as to facts recalled
prior to hypnosis, says a state Supreme
Court in adopting the majority view.

* Hawaii Supreme Court. Honolulu, HI 96813, Tel.:

80R-$48-7431. Hawaii v. Moreno, No. 9143. November
8. 1985. Lawvers Alert No. 104-22 (4 pages).

Family

' How To Keep
“Child-Snatching’ In
Federal Court

-

The message of this case is
clear: if you want to keep a child-
snatching claim in federal court,

w do not also ask for a change in

custody or visitation rights.

Where a mother’s suit against her ex-

- husband for child-snatching also in-

cluded a request that his parental and
visitation rights be terminated, a
“ederal court does not have jurisdic-

wrion, says the Fifth Circuit in affirming
a U.S. District Court’s dismissal of a
diversity case.

“ The mother sought damages against

'm,*

the father for the ““unlawful taking’’ of
the child, for *‘civil conspiracy’’ (since
he and his relatives kept the child hid-

also sought a modification of an
earlier state court custody order, ask-
ing that the father’s visitation and

- parental rights be terminated. The U.S.

-

District Court refused to hear the case
under the ‘‘domestic relations’” excep-
tion to federal diversity jurisdiction,
and the Fifth Circuit affirmed.

*“Unlike the claims allowed in
{previous child-snatching cases, the
mother’s] damage claim involves more
than the enforcement of 4 private con-
tract to pay money or arrearages
calculable according to state court
records. ... It requires the involvement
of a federal court in domestic issues
which the domestic relations exception
to federal diversity jurisdiction
precludes.””

U S. Court of Appeals, Sth Circuit. New Orleans, LA

i‘Ol.\O. Tet.: $04-589-6514. Goins v. Goins, No. 834801,
December 10, 1985, Lawyers Alert No. 104-34 (8 pages).
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U.S. Constitution

Acity’s procedure for ‘‘boot-
ing’’ cars that have ac-
cumulated three or more unpaid
parking tickets violates Due Process
under the state and federal constitu-
tions, says a state Supreme Court.

The court pointed to two major
defects in the system:

(1) Car owners were given no
notice that a booting order might
soon be carried out against their
cars and had no opportunity to
question or contest the pending
order. (Although each parking
ticket and nonpayment notice warns
that failure to pay may lead to
booting, this is not enough to ap-
prise an owner that a booting order
is pending.)

(2) The city contracted with a
private company—on a contingent
fee basis— to collect the fines from
tickets and to help in administering
the booting operation. (The com-

den), and for emotional distress. She-

February 10, 1986 / ]
v

.

T et LIt Lans o Pobong TRk of Fius
“Booting’ Cars Is Unconstitutional

pany prepared for the city’s ‘“*boot
crew’’ a list of all vehicles that have
earned the booting treatment.)

The fact that this private com-
pany had a financial stake in the
booting procedure offended Due
Process, which requires that the
decision to deprive someone of pro-
perty be made by a neutral and
detached entity.

The court added that sending car
owners a notice that their car will
soon be booted, and giving them a
brief period in which to contest the
pending action, would not unduly
burden the city, nor would it be too
difficult for it to hand over the
booting decision-making process to
a non-financially interested party.
(Such decision-makers need not be
judges, magistrates, or persons with
any special expertise in this area.)

Louisiana Supreme Court. New Orleans, LA
70112, Tel.: 504-568-5707. Wilson v. City of New
Orleans, No. 85-C-0712. December 2, 1985,
Lawyers Alert No. 104.4 (26 pages).

/

Ban On Write-In Voting
Struck Down

U.S. Constitution

Can a city prohibit ‘‘write-in”’
voting in municipal elections (and say
that voters must vote for someone on
the ballot, or for no one at all)?

““No,’’ says a state Supreme Court,
in striking down such an ordinance as
violating both the federal and state
constitutions.

The city argued that the ban was
needed to ‘‘assure that candidates meet
charter qualifications and display a
willingness to serve.”’ But the court
said that a total ban on write-in voting
“‘is far too crude and imprecise’” to
meet these objectives, and imper-
missibly restricts the right to vote and
the right to seek public office.

California Supreme Court. San Francisco, CA 94101,
Tel.: 419407089 Canaan v. Abdelnour, No. LA,

32013, December 30, I98S. Lawyers Alert No. 104-39 |
(59 pages).
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School Cannot Test
Students For Drugs

Can a public school force its
students to undergo urine testing for
drugs, as part of their annual school
physicals?

‘“No,”” says a state trial court.

This policy violates the students’
Fourth Amendment rights, their right
to Due Process, and their “‘legitimate
expectation of privacy and personal
security.”’

Unreasonable

The school board, arguing that there
is nothing constitutionally wrong with
the testing, pointed out that the
primary purpose of the urinalysis was
to detect ‘‘any physical defects, ill-
nesses or communicable diseases.” It
said that a student who tests positively
for drugs is not subject to any civil or
criminal sanctions, but is merely re-
ferred to counselors. The board also
stressed that no ‘‘individual suspicion’’
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Dear Al: .

tieoo. HB A5

Jake's Restaurant, for several years, has provided courtesy park-
ing at the Diamond Parking Lot adjacent to the rescaurant. A
large sign notified the public of the privilege. Recently, Jake's
discontinued this courtesy withour nctice to its customers.

On May 26, 1984, I had the unfortunate experience of taking out-
of-town guests to Jake's for a pleasant dinner, only to find on
returning to our automobiles that the vehicles had been "impounced"”
for failure to pay one dollar into the parking meter. We were
forced to pay a total of $42.00 to have a huge barrel removed frem
the bumper of each automobile. At least three cars were similarly
"impounded'". The young attendant smirkingly remarked that this
happens nightly and ''we make more on fines than we do on parking
fees''. The manager of Jake's confirmed that this happens to their
customers nightly, yet did not feel that it was Jake's respcnsi-
bility to notify the public of a change in their parking policy.
She pointed out that a small, inconspicuous sign, "she did not
expect anyone to see', had been posted in the parking lot, but no
notice has been displayed in the restaurant.

Is this the type image citizens of Billings want for our city -
a restaurant that renounces any responsibility to its customers
and a parking lot that gleefully impounds automcbiles of unsus-
pecting citizens and visitors to our city in order to extract a
heavy fine? As the lot attendant states, ''we make more in fines
than in parking fees'. Therefore, why display a conspicucus sign?

Uncuestionably, this type of action reflects poorly on our cici-
zens, merchants, and city.

Acknowledgement of receipt of this letter would be appreciated.
I trust this matter will receive your prompt attention.

Yours, truly,

A
T\, Lo
. LEs!
C_/\\) /7\ orge F/ Hatch, Jr., M.D.

GFH/st
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John L.awton, centrat support
services director, will present his
cost-cutting plans to the City Council
during a committee-of-the-whole
meeting at é:30 p.m. on Monday.

“The intent is to do everything
possible to reduce some of thase high
interest charges, short of changing
state law,” Lawton said Friday.

In a paper he prepared for the
council, Lawton said the coilapse of
the municipal bon ! market in 1980
caused problems for the city and
property owners. -

First, increased interest rates
“have caused SID payments to be-
come more burdensome.” Also, the
paper said, higher interest rates have
squeezed profits for bond under-
wrnters.

Prohibited by state law from pur-

WOISE, IL UILC1 LAATO up oir aw
months to get SID charges on the tax
rolls, making property owners liabie
{or interest accumuiated duri= that
period, Lawton said. He said first
payments can be {our or {ive times
more than later ones.

Lawton referred to an SID for a
park in a West End subdivision. The
owner of a 7,000-square-foot lot had a
$321.75 assessment, $266.18 of that in-
terest and $55.57 in principal. for the
initial Nov. 1, 1983-Dec. 31, 1984 pe-
riod. Later six-month assessments
gradually dropped from $136.34 to
$58.66.

Remedies Lawton will recom-
mend include forbidding the use of
the B coupons. and reducing the con-
tingency fund on future 31D projects
from 10 percent to 7 percent of con-
struction costs.

He also will recommend re-

N\

He esti+
homenwner -
nually wn - ¢
Montana law
states.

He suggests
of serial bonds
a staggered t
life, or amorti.
mortgage, in
term arranie
are called at tt
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rates drop.

Another p
permut consir
instead of ha
on a long-tery
tion begins.

Montana
Briefs

Rural-unify rally p!ann ed
Wednesday in Helena

A “Unity for Rural Montana" raily
on the Capitol steps in Helena is
scheduled for 11:30 a.m. Wednesday,
according to a Winifred rancher.

“It is strictly peaceful and moder-
ate,” said Ed Butcher, president of
Montana’'s National Farmers Organi-
zation.

“It is a get-together to let the little
town merchant, as well as farmers
and ranchers, know they are not
alone.” he said.

Most major farm organizations
and state ag officials will be present,
Butcher said.

Tractor overturns,
killing rancher
ST. ICNATIUS (AP) — A rancher

who was found dead Saturday near
his home northwest of here was 1den-

* tified Sunday as Mel McDowell, 64.

™
* Legislator wins approval

of parking-penalty limit

—Paul Pis
toria, D-Great Falls, succeeded Sat-
urday in advancing his longtime cru-
sade against the operators of Dia-
mond Parking Co. lots in his home
town.

Pistoria persuaded Lhe Montana

ﬁlouse toa 2-
penalties for ov i

vate lots conform tg ggyecnmgm._

parking ordinanges.
Pistona proudly admitted that he_

has freed many 3 car {rom barreis

chained to overtume vehicles by Dia-
mond attendents. He displayed a
large bolt cutter he said he used unul
he was charged with destruction of
property, charges which he said

were dropped as unconstitutional.

.The practice was defended by.
Rep. Tonmi Berjzene, R-Great talls,
who said the owner of Diamond
Parking was her constituent. She
said cars are not chained unless they
have been left 1n a lot for at least 24
hours and the overume parking is the
second offense.

* accident was

of the truck
showing — w
Saturday by
crew.

Barthule
ries from the
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Montana House passes legislation
-to ban aiiaching barrels to autos

By CHARLES S. JOHNSON ZnD
Tribune Capitol Bureau

HELENA — By a 32-6 vote, the
House Saturday approved Rep. Paul
Pistoria’s bill aimed at stopping Dia-
mond Parking I[nc. from attaching 35
gallon barrels to illegally parked cars
in private parking lots.

Under the Great Falls Democrat’s
bill, pnvate parking companies could
not impose any greater penalties
than the local government could. It
also prohibits private companies
from impounding cars, even if local
governments do.

His House Bill 532 faces a final
vote in the House before advancing
t0 the Senate.

Pistoria has been fighting with
Diamond Parking for several years
over the company’s practice of at-
taching the barrels to cars. He main-
tains the practice is unconstitutional,
and he has offered to cut the barrels

cu,uﬁ\ 3 K
Wt Naidy, 97

75 4) "

off for anyone who calls him.
REApiN [» He said the company not only at-

taches the barrel but charges an
overdue parker $20 and places a
large sticker on the windshield.

During the House debate, Pistoria
told how he took care of the situation
as he held up his bolt cutters: “I,
Paul G. Pistoria, a one-armed guy,
got these boit cutters."”

To the amusement of the legisla-
tors, Pistona told how he had cut off
40 or 30 barre!s for people over the
vears.

Last summer, Pistoria was cited
for cnminal mischief for ailegedly
cutting a Diamond Parking bairel off
a car, but the company dropped the
complaint the next day.

Pistoria drew support from Rep.
Jack Moore, R-Great Falls, who
called the barrei-attaching practice
““absolutely ridiculous.”

Moore said he has seen situations

where people have been in important
meetings all day and are unable to
leave to pay for additional parking
time. When they leave the mesting
late in the day, they sometimes f{ind
barrels attached to their vehicles, he
said.

Opposing the bill was Rep. Toni
Bergene, R-Great Falls, who said
Diamond Parking’s manager, Larry
Ort, is one of her constituents.

Because of Pistoria’s actions. she
said, Diamond has changed its prac-
tices and won't attach the barreis
until a second offense. On a third of-
fense, the company will tow away
the car, she said.

The company doesn't go after car
owners unless the vehicle has been
left in the parking lot for 24 hours,
she said.

Diamond Parking is important to
Great Falls, which doesn't have
much parking space, she said.
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Happy Birthday, Price On

Red Robin

Was it three vears ago?

Amazing.

It seems like only 1,095 days ago the
ed Robin svelcomed evervone into his
umble nest on the luke in ParkCenter.

Since that time, the bird and his gour-
1wt burgers have winged their way into
1 hearts of thousands. And ParkCenter,
nce familiar only (0 corporate birds, 5
ow considered 1 mecea for anyone
ungry for greae food and good times.

Naturally, we cannot let this time pass
‘ithout 2 celebration befitting a land-
ek event such as this. And who hetter
» be honored than our customers?

S0, beginning Monday, April 29,
wough Sunday, May 5, the Red Robin
- offering 30% off of any purchase
‘hen you present the coupon included
1 this newsletter.

We hope you'll come to our party.
‘It give us 2 chance to say “Thanks.”
lus, you'll have a chance to see our
ew, expanded menu.

Dear Mom,

I know that there have been times
ve tried your patience. Like the time |
as 16 and vou wouldn’t let me go
imping with the guys because you
ere afraid we'd get into trouble. |
reamed at you and told yvou [ wish
w weren't my mom. And [ told you
J never tatk to you again for as long as
tived. Do you remember rhat, Mom?
Well, Mom, now that I'm 47, | think—
s tuime to bury the hatchet. ['ve
wided to start tlking with you again,
What do you say to a Mother’s Day
nner at Jake's? L know it's your favor-
2 place. 1 et thémai out of your tires
ere 1 couple of times. Jake's is open
1 Mother's Day from noon until 8:00,
| Be can RO any tme it's convenient
¢ vou. | hear Jake's is giving all moms
cir chuice of anv dessert free. (My
vorite is Mud Pie, but that doesn’t
ean vou have to oeder it . . . fust
n't order the cheapest thing. [f it's
ee, you might as well get the one
at’s most expensive.)

W hae do you say, Mom? Will you join
¢ for Mother's Day at Juke's? Your
andchildren cun't wait {0 meet vou.
v the way, | got married about t4
-rs ago. We have theee kids. None of
em c¢an stand me.

we,

ur Son

London Broil
Falling Down

Whoever toves a “two-for-one’ din-
ner at Jake's, raise your hand.

One, two. three. four, five, six . ..
O.K.! It's plain to see that a mutjority of
vou love a great dinner deal. Those of
you who didn’t raise a hand may be
excused to search the yellow pages for a
good psychiatrist. The rest oF you may
read on to learn zbout Juke's latest
endeavor to win the love and tovalty of
their customiers,

In the past year, Jake's has been
pleased o offer some of their most pop-
ular dinner entrees at super savings:
Tendertoin Tail, Ribs, Rib-Eye, Steak and
Scafood Combos — just to mention
few. In keeping with this obvious trdi-
tion of excellence, Juke's is proud to
present their World Famous London
Broil at two-for-one’ savings with the
coupon in this newsletter,

Jake's is famous for London Broil
because we setect only- the very finest
flank steak and marinate it in a specal
mixture (see Recipe, Issue No. 2, May-
June 833 fore ag lease 24 hours. |

The result of this char-broded feast is
an mncredibly lavorful cut of meat. I's
no wonder that around here, most
everyone agrees, tor London Broil —
there's no place like Juke's.

S0, get a friend and join us for a Lon-
don Broil dinner and “two-for-one’ sav-
ings, April 22-27 at Juke's.

Enjoy Rib-Eye
& Seafood
Combo

We'te not going to ey to tell vou thag
a scafood dinner a Bike's s better than
atrip to the ocean. Fhat would be tool-
ish. No one would belies et

And if we told you that vou could
order most of Juke's great seatoods
along with our Rib-Eve steak tor just
$10.95, vou'd probably hinve trouble
believing thut too. Sorry, but this tune
you're wrong. For a limued nmc. vou
can add oo oysters, shemp, scaitops oe
seafood saute when vou oeder a Rib-Fye
steak.

[t may not be atrip to the ocean. bur
we do promise vou won't get sand m
vour shorts. Plus, of vou Bihe. a couple
guys in the hitchen wall be happy to do
some great sound clteets ot the veoan
for you.

Cut out the coupon in this newsierter,
we'lt look forward o seeing vou g the
beuch . . Fmean fuhe's

w ]

Free Meal If You Got
Barrelled In Billings

Last year, parking in the ot just north
of Jake's in downtown Billings became a
nightmare for several of Jake's cus-
tomers. Innocently ceturning o ther
vehicles after a2 nice dinner at Juke's, they
were shocked to find their transporta-
tion chained (o a disgusting harrell. The

- removal of which could only be accon-

plished by paying a removal fee.

But now, after weeks of negotiations,
Jake's 1s delighted to announce that
Jake's customers are exempt tfrom the
“Barrells of Billings.”

For those customens who were meon-
venenced prior o the adopoon of g
new policy, Jake™s invites vou o present
vour receipt o cancelled chicck from the
payment of the ranoval ot the baerell
andd receive o dinner on us.

Jake's ceminds s Billings cuscomens
that we can validate vour parking tor
up to two hours when vou use the
parking wariage dircdthy across i
street ¢ast ot Jake s

N

he Red : -
The Ri‘ﬂﬂ.‘_’?'_"l ot AP My |<m?} 1
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,/:> PAUL'S CUTTZRS

It seems our perking lots
Are the cause of verbal cshcots
The the nuts and bolts of life
Ind up with bolt cutters ancd strife.
VWhat brought this crime on
- And wvho answered the czll
The villian was Dizmond
And the hero was Paul,



8 Great Falls Tribune

Unchained melo_dy
on Plstona S hps

Paul Pistoria declared hxm-
, self the bane of barrels in
Great Falls during Tuesday's
city commission meeting,
telling city fathers he would
cut the chain attaching an
overtime parking barrel to his
car in any off-street parking
area operated by Dlamond
Parking, Inc.

Pistoria, leader of the Save
Great Falls Club and recently
elected a state representative,
said the attachment of 55-
gallon drums to cars that park
overtime in the privately
operated off-street lots *‘is the
silliest thing [ ever heard of.”
- Pistoria, who is one-armed,
said he had tested a recently
purchased set of bolt cutters
and found he can easily cut
chains with them — and will do
so if a barrel ever is attached
to his car for inadvertent
overparking.

Moreover, he said, he would
go 10 jail rather than pay any

“fine artached to such an
infraction.

City Commissioner Bill Scott

MEVUUWIVIA W1 IVE, W1 UT eI

today (Thursoay) ot 9:30 a. m. in

said humorously, *“They
wouldn’t bother with your car
anyway, Paul,” referring to
Pistoria’s older-model
Rambler. v

“I know it's identifiable,”
Pistoria replied.

Prompting Pistoria’s
remarks was a recent city
commission action to turn over
enforcement of on-street
parking regulations to
Diamond as well as operatxon
of the off-street lots.

The city’s cost of enforcmg
on-street regulations costs
about $90,000, Pistoria said,
and Diamond had offered to
take over the service for about
$68,000. - .

“Who owns the City of Great
Falls, anyway?’’ Pistoria
asked aloud. ““All of us do,” he
said.

The city installs the parking

Thursday. Dec. 30. 1976

meters and provides and

maintains the streets, he sad,
so why should the parking
regulations be enforced by an
out-of-state firm which will
take the profits out of the state
as well.

River Cemetery. Croxford &

Croxtord & Sons' Rose Room with  Sons Mortuarv is in charee of

elementary school and later
Geraldine. Forr Bentnn and

ed.

Ve ~
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27 August 1984 o xﬂj%;},; 5 -

Representative Paul Pistoria
2421 Central Avenue
Great Falls MT 59401

Dear Paul:

Thank you for your letter and attached newsvaper arti-
cles concerning the dispute over procedures follcwed by
Diamond Parking officials when ticketing and immobiliz-
ing vehicles whose parking fees are overdue.

The Great Falls City Attcrney's 0ffice has not vyet
reguested my opinicon on this matter. I will keep your
letter and attachments on £ile for future reference
should questicons on this matter be sukmitted for my
consideration.

-+

I appreciate your taking the time to share your views
with me on this matter.

Very }iﬁiy yours,

PR N
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woeen you are in Greart ralls. you weuld be mast e
Jgeet with cur committee or co atrtend the full aes

/
\ AN b\
,PI i —— » / / 3
oy Gy Sl
M ™~ - . { ‘
an Eichner, Vice President ; [ - -
Tiamond F I S Sy !
n arking, Inc. \ //1 / LA i
3141 Elliot -’ ' .

Searrle, WA 93121 L\Jﬂwi JF//lL} “é/lr’Q/L~LL

Dear Mr. Eichner:

Our Douwntown Business Céaoucil has a graet deal ot
ccncern about parking feciliteés in downtown Great Falis.
L8 have a committee which deals specifically wi'h pa:v -
and with government relared iscues. When menbezs of o5 -
comuittee became aware that [ had a Duxr‘lL *1a,ﬂea Z5
cé?T aloelt an error, the meﬂoefs 2sked "that Jrise

To vou abour 4 question they bave.'
bam

G L LV

It has been the g osition of the City Attarnsy ocze “:at
Mcnrana State law does not permit impouraidg with Lo hsr
five davs notice for any venicle parked where .: Yhas nzcona
unweelcome, shall we say. OBurcommittee nas loag fels -ia
4 rascer respcase time is required to be effeciive i 2asiing
coutrol dewntown. Has your coupany had an attorney ves:
that question in Mcntana? 'i‘e would love to nave sour
o the situatien.

Diamond manages so many lots ia dowatwea G
Yails that ancther question has arisen as to wnc hac
clean-up responsibility for privately neld lvts whas -
have contracted with Diamond for management. ‘heve is noc
a lot of problem with clean-up, but occasicnally we arc nmuwas
«f one or mooe lotsswhiol allowed to rexaain litterad

wouid Like to know with whom we choull be talkiuz.

Thank you for all your assistance.

Yours sincerelv

Kav L. Maicnev
Executive Tiroccoorn
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Jahinlas on Privata lots
ez raiszed 23 o the oreotrizsts of "sooting! verizless on
~mara has Teen 2 failuvs o Dav Tha Tarking Jas,
Im Thz tast, the issus has teen raised with regard o enforcement of farking
~ooliz 1273 At that time, our review of the law determined that "sooting!
vizlzTa the tasiz cenestts of due pregess undsr the fourtzenth AmancmanT.
t ccnalosicen Is Zrawn frem oa numier of Ul S, Surrems Court decisicns as
papat: AmencrmanT Tlaces trecedural constraints on govarmment
Zeorivation of TroterTs intaresT., Memchis LishT, Gasz =anZ
“T, #3828 U.S. 1, 3 (1978). Due Drocess reguiraTents muisT
tamTorary Zeorivatisns ¢ troterTy.  FuenTas ve, Chevin,
The 2cssessizn znZ use of tha moTor veniclie 13 3 sronarTs
it and Courty of Sar Tramcizaoc, 557 Fed 2nd 1332, im
Carzon, 22l 7 ZuzT to=, 227 (1:73).
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Diamond eases its

By RICHARD ECKE
Tribune Staff Writer .

: Diamond Parking has relaxed its
parking enforcement rules in private
parking lots downtown, local man-
ager Larry Ort said Friday.

Ort said the parking enforcement
firm has decided not to attach bar-
rels to violators’ cars until a second
or third offense. In the past, barrels
were attached for a first offense.

Fines will be reduced as well, he
reported.

In the past, a first-offense ticket
from Diamond Parking cost $3 plus
the unpaid parking fee. That's been
reduced to $1 plus the fee, Ort said.

~“The new moves are an “experi-
mental deal.,” and may be only tem-
porary if the firm encounters too
many enforcement problems. But if
customers cooperate, the new rules
should stick, he indicated.

Diamond’s peace offering comes
after some heated debate over the
firm’s practice of attaching barrels
to cars. The city, which has five
downtown parking lots of its own,
does not use barrels on advice of the
city attomey.

But city officials say they can do
nothing about how a private firm en-

forces its parking. :

Diamond  officials explained
earlier that the barrels are an alter-
native to vehicles being towed, a
procedure that would cost a violator
even more money than the barrel
method.

In any case, the new relaxed poli-
cies have aiready sharply reduced
the number of barrels being attached
to vehicles by Diamond, Ort said.

Diamond attached barreis to
some 70 vehicles in September, but
this month has only attached barrels
to five or six vehicles that were
habitual violators, he said. As a last

resort, the firm has a car towed

away, Ort reported.

Diamond is hired by downtown
property owners to police private
parking lots. Diamond handles 22 pri-
vate self-parking lots downtown, Ort
said.

“We're not here to try and fight
with anvbody,” Ort said.

Barrels remained on the minds of
city parking commissioners Thurs-
day at the group’s monthly meeting.

The topic arose as proposed new
signs for the city’s off-street down-
town parking lots were unveiled.
Small blue signs would point the way

mightily,”” Short said.

barreling policy

to the five downtown city lots, while
larger blue signs would feature a
map showing the city-owned lots.
Commission member Ardis Je-
rome joked that the city should add
the words “no-barrel parking” to the
signs. ]
Commission member Dan Short
said most people don't understand
that the city owns just five off-street
parking lots downtown, and residents
often complain about the numerous
private parking lots over which the
city has no control. oo
“I think the city is suffering
“*“The heat should be on the indi-
vidual that owns the lot,” commis-
sion Chairman Jim Purdy said, refer- .
ring to the barrel controversy. [+
Duty said placing signs on the city
lots should help identify which lats
are owned by the city. Total costs of
materials for the signs will be $1,500,
city parking official Mike Wyatt said.
The signs may be posted by -
Thanksgiving, Duty said. s
Wyatt noted Diamond's new re-
laxed policies at the commission
meeting. ‘ .



Complaint
By FRED MILLER I[II T
Tribune Staff Writer

Rep. Paul Pistoria, D-Great Falls,
was cited for criminal mischief Mon-
day after allegedly cutting a Dia-
mond Parking Inc. barrel off a car
with bolt cutters, although Diamond
dropped the complaint Tuesday.

No charges will be filed.

Pistoria, who has said the prac-
tice of attaching 55-gallon barrels to
illegally parked cars on Diamond lots
is “terrible’” and *‘unconsututional,”
denied he cut the barrel.

“I didn’t do it, someone els= did.”
he said. "] didn’t cut no barrel off a
car. 1 was with somebody, a man
who owns a store downtown, who
had a barrel on his car. [ was with
him.”

Pistoria has said he would cut the
barrels off for anyone who calls him.

According to police, a Diamond
employee attached a barrel to an
overdue car on a lot at 520 lst Ave.
N. about 9:47 a.m. Saturday. Around
noon, that employee told police she

et g

saw Pistoria and the man cut the
lock off the cable attaching the bar-
rel to the car.

Police received the report Mon-
day and issued a notice to appear,
citing Pistoria with criminal mischief
by destroying private property. How-
ever, local Diamond manager Larry
Ort withdrew the complaint Tuesday
after consulting with Diamond’s
Seattle headquarters.

“We don't want to make an issue
out of this,” said Ken Eichner, Dia-
mond vice president in Seattle. *“The
owner of the car has paid us for the
lock and paid the parking he owed.
Our issue has been settled.”

Pistoria claims state law doesn't
allow the impounding of vehicles
without five days’ notice. He re-
quested an attorney general’s opinion
at a July 26 parking commuission
meeting.

However, an opinion issued in 1977
still stands, according to City Attor-
ney Dave Gliko. That opinion said
“there are no Montana statutes

9,/7 84- JF;eoﬂ-r.Paa T
against Pistoria dropped

‘which grant local governmental units

authonity to regulate parking on pri-
vate property.” ML I

Eichner said attaching the barrels
is less expensive than towing vehic-
les away, and that any increase.in
costs would be eventually passed to
the consumers. '

“As a responsibility to private
owners of the lots, we have to collect
fees,” Eichner said. '“We believe the
best thing is for the public to pay for
the parking in advance. If they don't,
there has to be some recourse for
property owners, and we don’t want
to tow cars away because I1U's SO ex-
pensive.” ‘

However, Pistoria has said he will
not guit.

*“1 will never give up on Diamond
Parking until the city does something
to correct this termble, uncorstitu-
tional problem,” he told an Aug. 23
parking commuission meeting. “How
can they do what they want to scare
and harass car owners? [ will keep
this up until a solution is found.”
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By PETER J)OZNSON
Tribune Staff Writer

« While U.S. Supreme Court rulings
apparently make it illegal for city
government to attach barrels to cars
oyerparked in parking lots, City At-
témey Dave Gliko said last week
that such rulings do not necessarily
apply to privately owned parking
lots.

. Gliko advised the City Commis-
sion in a legal memorandum not to
take any action to interfere with this
“booting’’ practice being performed
at some privately owned downtown
lots by Diamond Parking, which en-
forces parking regulations on the lots
for their owners. APCOA, which en-
forces regulations for the city’s on-
street meters and off-street lots, does
not boot cars,
~(Technicaily, the term ‘“boot”
applies to a specific device that im-
mobilizes a vehicle by locking an
axle. It is more sophisticated than
,Dxamonds barrels, but its effect is

he same.)

City commissioners agreed not to
intervene, to the irntation of state
Rep. Paul_Pistoria, D-Great Falls,
Who has attacked the booting prac-
tice. Pistona vowed o introduce a
bill in the state Legisiature making

‘boot’.
tMPo A

(VP TMZ

Sunday, November 20. 1

Babd ot mg.

Great Falls Tribune

|
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glllegal for both private and

pubhc lots.
In his memo.

\% Gliko said_the city
?udgq mber™01 vears ago to
Qoting car cause 0

T Tt

R T PSR TR
concepts ol “'due process’ under the
ic:ouEEm Aen dment 1o :Eg .S

onstitution.
=rve Bouneemh Amendment

places constraints on what actions
government may take to deprive peo-
ple of their property interest, he said.
Court rulings have found that use of
a car is a property interest and that
due process steps must be followed
by the government if a person s
even temporarily deprived of proper-
ty.

Gliko said a boot placed on a car
for failure to pay parking fees ““does
not pass constitutional muster” since
the owner is not notified or given a
chance to be heard before his or her
car is booted.

But, Gliko stressed, the Four-
teenth Amendment protections apply
only to booting by government agen-
cies, not private companies. On the
other hand, he said, persons whose
cars are booted on private lots may
be liable for civil trespass suits or

't
misdemeanor charges of cnmmal
mischief that would have to be filed
individually by the owners. :

Since the private parking lots do
not fall within the city’s jurisdiction,
the city has no authority to inter-
vene, Gliko said, and it could be sued

|
ghU 1o stop booting in anv lot, and

3B

=

A)’,;‘P’E *
-

self if it tried. T T
«*L Pistoria contended the city has a

called it “‘a ternble thing” that indi- :.

viduals have to go to court personaxl)
to settie a dispute over booting.

Diamond Parking manager Rich

Modic has said the company doesn't
boot cars until they’'re found to be in
violation a second time, Vehicle 2wn-
ers are charged 320 to have the bar-
rels removed. Some people have cut
the barrels from their vehicles, he
said. but in the future may be con-
fronted with misdemeanor charges
of destruction of private property
and theft of services.

In another parking matter, com- :

missioners Shirley Kuntz, John St.

Jermain and Lee Nelson said they .
may favor extending the length of |

time wvisitors go without recsiving

parking tickets from a half-hour 1o -

two hours. The commissioners sug-
gested the
study the question. )

Parking Commlssxon

s Ak S ——
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iParkin'g‘ board

asks for ruling

By FRED MILLER III
Tribune Staff Writer

The Great Falls Parking Commission has decided
to seek an attorney general’s ruling on whether Dia-
mond parking lots can legally attach barreis to vehic-
les whose fees are overdue.

State !law doesn’t allow the impounding of vehicles
without five days notice, according to parking commis-
sion member Jerry Fraser.

“We’d like to get an attorney general's opinion on
whether state law applies to private lots,” Fraser said.
“If they are operating outside of the law, I'd like to
know it.”

The commission was spurred to action by state
‘Rép. Paul Pistoria, D-Great Falls, who said he re-
CentlyCut 3 barrel off the car of a pregnant woman. “1
cut the barrels off and I'd do it for anyone who'd call

e,”” Pistona said, explaining that he carrmes a pair of
bolt cutters in his car. *'I'm teiling you it’s unconstitu-
tional, it’s vindictive. it’s ndiculous. It’s got to be
stopped.

»('If 1 had the money I'd take them to court so we
could get those rats.’

Fraser said a member of the Downtown Business
Council sent a letter to Diamond’'s headquarters in
Seattle, stating that Montana law doesn’t allow im-
pounding of vehigles without five days’ notice.

“We have not had a reply back from Diafnond,” he
said. “*“Thav have been evasive and thev have not an-
swered our ietters.’

Pistona urged the parking commission to recom-
mend that the city pass an ordinance requiring private
parking lots to-fol same rules ad on city
lots for parking violations.”

Pistona also asked that the city look into taking
controi of the private parking lots now operated by
APCOA, Inc. and Diamond Parking.

Bob Duty, director of public works, said the city
used to operate the lots. He said he and City Manager
Al Johnson have been discussing the possibility of re-
turning the lots to the city’s control, but that no dect-
sions have been made.

A barrel, which is attached to bumpers of
overtime cars, stands alongside an entrance
to a downtown parking lot. (Tribune Photo)
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