MINUTES OF THE MEETING
FISH AND GAME COMMITTEE
MONTANA STATE SENATE

February 10, 1987

The sixth meeting of the Senate Fish and Game Committee was
called to order at 1:00 P.M. on February 10, 1987 by Chairman
Ed Smith in Room 402 of the Capitol Building.

ROLL CALL: All members of the committee were present at roll
call with the exception of Senator Judy Jacobsen, who was
excused.

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE BILL 177: Senator William Yellowtail,
Senate District No. 50, sponsor of the bill stated that the
purpose of the bill to to revise and continue the nongame wild-
life checkoff program and to remove the requirement that check-
off contributions replace license fee .funding for the nongame
wildlife program. The wildlife account was established ten
years ago to provide a means for the Fish, Wildlife and Parks
Department to conduct programs for research and_education

on nongame wildlife in Montana and to create a management pro-
gram for nongame species that needed management. Currently,
there are no species designated for said management. The

law made a provision:that the department was prohibited from
using money for the purpose of purchasing real property, or

in any way that would interfer with the production on or
management of private property. The nongame wildlife check-
off for the Montana income tax form was established in 1983.
which provided a means by which Montanans could voluntarily
donate to the nongame program by designating their donations

on part of the income tax forms. SB 177 removes the sunset
provision slated for December 31, 1987, removes the provision
prohibiting the use of license dollars being used for nongame
wildlife program purposes and makes a provision in law should
there be a sunset policy. That policy would would revert to
the use of the use of license dollars to fund the program and
would permit the department latitude to supplement the nongame
wildlife program conducted with license dollars as the depart-
ment saw fit with the approval of the Legislature. The proposed
bill would also remove the department of revenue administrative
fees. The 1985 checkoff program raised approximately $431,000.
The administrative fee is approximately one-sixth of the total
amount, which amounted to approximately $5,000. The rationale
for deleting the administrative costs is that there are other
income tax checkoff lists, and the Department of Revenue does
not charge administrative costs for these checkoffs.
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Director Jim Flynn offered support of SB 177 and distributed g
written testimony to each member of the committee. (Exhibit 1)

N—

Janet Ellis, Audubon Legislative Fund of Montana distributed
information packets and a summary of revenue generated by

the checkoffs with a fact sheet. Ellis pointed out that SB 177

is a funding bill and listed the animals that are not protected.
Ellis stated that eagles, hawks and owls destroying livestock

and poultry can be killed. Animals such as rodents that become
pets can be controlled by the Department of Livestock. If an
animal is protected under Montana law, the Department of Fish,
Wildlife and Parks has authority to destroy the animal that is
causing damage to property and crops. The only way to manage 2
nongame animals is by legislative approval. Presently, no animals g
have been designated for said management. Crows and magpies are
nongame animals and are allowed to be destroyed. The package funding,
allows the reauthorization of the checkoff, and allows for the E
potential use of hunting and license fees. Prior to 1983, the
hunting and fishing license fees were .the sole revenue of the

nongame program. The 1983 statutes states that the hunting and
fishing license fees cannot be used to fund the program. This

was a compromise with the agricultural groupes. The department
wishes more latitude so that if the hunting~”and “fishing fees

become available, the funds could be used with discretion. Exhibit 2.

Robert Boulau, National Audubon Society and president of the
Montana Audubon Council stated that the nongame wildlife pro-
gram marks a significant step forward in the conservation of
Montana resources. The program demonstrated that the people of
Montana recognize that wildlife has value and a place in the
ecological environment. Wildlife contributes to man's well-being.
Boulou stated that SB 177 gives permanency to the program's
funding and removes the charges by the Department of Revenue

for the administration costs. Since other checkoff programs .
have not been charged, neither should the Wildlife Nongame Checkoff .
Program be charged. SB 177 allows the department to supplement
funds received by the tax return checkoff. The money presently
derived from the fund does not fund the program. (Exhibit 2-A)

Stan Bradshaw, Montana State Council of Trout Unlimited, stands
in support of SB 177.
Jean Ray Souvienge, Montana Chapter of the Sierra Club, stated

support of SB 177. The program provided positive support for g
education and research of nongame animals. Souwvienge stated that ‘
the bill does not provide added protection for nongame wildlife.
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Dan Hines, Bozeman, a private sportsman, stated that he is a
lifelong hunter. He spent twenty-five years in the U.S.
Forest Service managing hunters, as well as wildlife. Hines
stated that sportsmen can receive real benefits from a solid
nongame program. There is real potential in developing non-
consumptive wildlife use among all sportsmen. Hines gave
examples of active sportsmen's participation in the use of
blinds. Hunters, according to Hines, that participate in the
off season enjoyment of wildlife will quickly develop into
true sportsmen sensitive to land and people who use the land.
(Exhibit 2-B)

James Phelps, Billings, MT, stated that the voluntary checkoff
of state income tax forms represent a convenient method to
fund nonwildlife programs. This method is authorized in most
states that have a state income tax in order to fund the
programs. Phelps stated that in 1973 he took part in the
study group that put together the method of the checkoff
funding. This method was chosen hecawuse it was voluntary

on behalf of the taxpayer and represented an efficient method
to complete the funding need. (Exhibit 2-C)

s
Virginia Walton, a retired Helena Librarian, stuted that she
returned to Montana for the Mountain streams, clean air, clean
water, and wildlife. Mrs. Walton believes in the checkoff
system because it creates citizen awareness. The education
process is far from being over; education is a lifelong
issue. Montana must maintain the protection of all good

things because everything is connected up: An ecological
truism.

Esther Stenberg, representing the Montana Wildlife Federation
offered written support of SB 177. (Exhibit 3)

Robert Vandervere, a concerned citizen lobbyist, stated that
when the bill went into effect, the Department of Revenue was
getting their fingers into honest money. The money should
fund the nongame program, not administrative costs.

Tresha Blazavitch, a hunter, fisherwoman and a biologist, stands
in support of SB 177.

OPPONENTS:

Ken Morrison, Administrator, Income Tax Division, Department of
Revenue stated the department is not opposed to the wildlife
checkoff program. The Department is opposed to the deletion

of the language that provides administrative cost. The Depart-
ment believes that it is good public policy to continue the
checkoff program, but asks that the program carries it's own
weight by generating the administrative costs incurred by the
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program. Currently, there are three checkoff programs that

are not carrying their own weight. The child abuse checkoff
and the agricultural checkoff originally provided for administa-
tive costs, but due to an interpretation of legislative intent
during the final hours in the 1985 Legislature, the Finance and
Claims Committee deleted administrative funding. Morrison
explained that new legislation concerning veteran checkoffs
provides definite language for the funding of the program's
administrative costs. The Department makes a definite effort
to keep the costs of administration to a minimum. The actual
expenses of the nongame checkoff were less that had been
allowed in the appropriation process. The charge was $5,400.
The cost included putting the information on the return,
putting the information into the computers, and accounting

for the data needed to meet the legislative Auditor's

provision concerning the administrative costs. Morrison urged
the committee to amend the bill and lg¢ave the provision allow-
ing administrative costs for the program.

QUESTIONS FROM THE COMMITTEE:

”
”

Senator Smith asked how many returns opted to use the checkoff
procedure for the Nongame Wildlife Checkoff. Morrison replied
that 41,046 returns participated in the checkoff program. The
average donation was $7.69.

Senator Bengtson asked for an account of the accomplishments
of the program. Janet Ellis replied that the program is a
small, but since other checkoff programs were not charged,

then the Wildlife Program should not be charged administra-
tive costs.

Senator Bengtson stated that if all the checkoff programs

had funding language concerning administrative costs, would
the objection be as severe. Ellis stated that equal treatment
is preferred, should that be the wisdom of the committee.

Morrison was asked to comment on the budget office's position
concerning the administrative costs funding during the final
hours of the 1983 Legislature. Morrison stated that the
original bill provided an exact revenue figure of funding

the checkoff program, but the committee felt that

it was the intent of the program not to account for the
funding. If the department does not take the revenue from
the checkoff programs, the money must be taken out of the
General Fund.

Senator Jergeson inquired about the language concerning the
Agricultural Checkoff Program. Morrison stated that the
language was retained in the statutes.



SENATE FISH AND GAME
February 10, 1987
Page 5

Senator Severson asked what the money is being used for
within the program. Ellis reported that the program allows
only for research and education at this point, but an effort
is being made to establish a complete list of the nongame
wildlife animals of Montana. Other projects are bluebird
conservation programs, raptor surveys, publications of a
wildlife brochures, and nature trails.

Senator Smith gave an overview of the fiscal note. Senator
Bengtson asked Director Flynn how many people are employed

for the wildlife checkoff program within the department.

Flynn replied that there are approximately 1.20 FTE. Bengtson
asked if the program would sunset, what funding would be
available for the nongame animal programs. Flynn replied

that in FY '89, the department spent $52,500 for nongame

related programs. The revenue was appropriated by license
revenue. The budget for FY '89, as approved by the sub-
committee appropriation and the checkqff program, will be
$55,161. The amount includes $35,000, the estimated revenue
collection for the checkoff program. The people who are backers
of SB 177 have donated many volunteer hours. .
Senator Ye;lowtail stated the bill asks for uniformity in
treatment in the checkoff program concerning administrative
fees. A;so, the Department of Revenue does not seek to provide
legislation that would clarify legislative intent. Sixteen
percent of the entire program has gone to pay adminstrative costs.
$8,200 in administrative costs for FY '88 appears to be a signif-
cant amount. The nongame checkoff program has a proven track
record in Montana and should continue. 1In closing, Senator
Yellowtail stated every effort should be maintained to fund the
program and to cut adminstrative costs within the program.

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE BILL 243:

Senator Eleanor L.Vaughn, Senate District No. 1, sponsor of the
bill, stated that the bill would require temporary permits for
operation of out-of-state boats on Montana waters and to provide
fqr enforcement penalties and disposition of permit fee revenue.
Lincoln County has not been able to »nrovide adequate numbers of
boat ramps for use by sportsmen and recreationists. The revenue
generated from this legislation would vrovide revenue to build
boat ramps and to make other improvements. Manv nonresident
boaters use Montana waters. In some instances, Montana boaters
are charged when they boat in out-of-state waters, The money
generated from this legislation could provide approximately
$5,000 to be used for improvements, while $9,000 could fund the
maintenance and development of public boating and access ways.
The $10 fee is for a 30 day temporary license,and the permit
would be in the form of a decal to be affixed to the boat.
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Senator Vaughn stated the legislation would not cause extra
problems for the administration of the program. The check
could be made at the same time as the Fish, Wildlife, and
Parks Department checked fishing licenses.

PROPONENTS:

Directory Jim Flynn, Fish, Wildlife and Parks Department gave
written testimony to the committee. (Exhibit 4)

Bob Helding, 501 Monroe, Helena, MT, supports SB 243. Wr.
Helding stated that he has witnessed the problems which are
addressed in this legislation and stated there were over 1,000
out-of-state boats on Lake Kootenusca alone. This is a bill
that will generate revenue for the counties. Mr. Helding

supports the amendments made by the Department to be a county
option.

Robert Vandervere, a concerned, citizen lobbyist, suggested a
$10 fee for one year period of time. Each time the out-of-state
boater comes to use Montana waters and four wveelx have elapsed
since the previous trip, the boater would have to purchase a

new license. This suggestion would make it easier for the
boater.

J.P. Winslow, Lincoln County resident, Troy, MT, supports SB 243.
Mr. Winslow stated that he has witnessed many problems and that
most of the out~of-state boaters do not spend money in Montana.
The gas, food and supplies are purchased before they travel to
the lake. The lake is in dire need of boat facilities due to
the overcrowding situation. Mr. Winslow supports an annual fee.

There were no further proponents to SB 243.
OPPQONENTS :
There were no opponents to SB 243.

QUESTIONS FROM THE COMMITTEE:

Senator Bengtson asked if Lake Kootenusca attracts many Canadian
boaters. Senator Vaughn replied that most of the boaters are
from out-of-state, not from Canada.

Senator Smith asked if there is a current requirement for boats
coming from out-of-state. Senator Vaughn stated there are no
fees for out-of-state boats at present. Mr. Flynn stated the Fish
Wildlife and Parks Department participates with the U.S. Coast-
guard in a nation wide licensing system for boats. The licenses
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are purchased on a county level. A current license for Montana
enables a Montana to boat in another state. The state of Idaho
gave the ¢counties the option of accessing boats. The eastern
counties of the state of Idaho have implimented the option.

Senator Smith asked Mr. Flynn if the Department could define

what counties have opted for the accessing policy in Idaho.

Mr. Flynn addressed subsection C on SB 243 and encouraged the
county option should the committee deem proper. The only problem

seems to be with Idaho since the other bcrdering states do not
have such legislation.

Senator Severson asked Bob Helding if the Idaho permit is a year-
ly permit. Yes, and the enforcement is very strict.

Senator Smith asked if there is a fine for not having the permit,
and whether the boater has a chance of buying the permit before
the fine is given. Mr. Helding stated, that the fine is approxi-
mately $25. Senator Vaughn stated that the Fish, Wildlife and
Parks Department have patrol boats in the Lake Kootenusca area
and the officials could check for decals when t7=2y check for

fish licenses.

Senator Severson asked Director Flynn if the department would
take the responsibility of enforcing the decal legislation.
Directory Flynn stated that the department does not view the
action as additional responsibility because the waters are
patroled at present. This would be another check in the normal
process of patroling the waters.

Senator Smith stated that he is concerned with "where 1is our
good neighbor policy." Senator Smith does not want retaliatory
action taken against each state. Senator Smith recognizes the

problem, but hopes that bigger problems are not created by the
legislation.

Senator Smith asked Senator Vaughn if Lincoln County has approached
the Fish, Wildlife and Parks Department to get additional money

for building boat ramps. Senator Vaughn stated that she has not
personally approached the Department and knows of no others who
have either.

Senator Vaughn closed by confirming the previous testimony.

The boat ramps are very congested, motor homes come to Montana
fully gased and supplied with goceries. The state does not
receive revenue, except for the fishing license. The licensing
fees for boats in Idaho are so much cheaper in Idaho many
Montanans have licensed their boats in Idaho. The legislation
is not meant to be retaliatory, but will provide a vehicle so
revenue can be generated to pay for the boat ramp improvements.
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Senator Vaughn stated that she will present the committee
an amended form of the legislation to combine the proper

answers to the questions that have been addressed at the
hearing.

Senator Smith closed the hearing on SB 243. Senator Smith
requested Andrea Merrill, Senator Vaughn and Director Flynn
to draft amendments for SB 243.

DISPOSITION OF SENATE BILL 177:

Senator Bengtson stated that the administrative costs must
be put back into the language of the bill. Senator Bengtson
said it is her intention that the other checkoff programs
abide by the law, also. Senator Smith asked Mr. Morrison
if the administrative costs could be accomplished on a
individual basis rather than a flat fee.

Senator Severson stated that any figure concerning the
checkoff administrative costs 1s an estimate, and stated
that a uniform figure is needed to compute the zharges.
Senator Severson moved the bill be amended to ifzlude a

$1 per donation fee for adminstrative costs.

Senator Jergeson stated that the language should be "not

to exceed S$1" because it may be done for less than S1.
Senator Bengtson asked Mr. Morrison how the figure of $8,200
was arrived at. Mr. Morrison replied that the department
allocates a portion of time reguired to process the tax re-
turn data. The primary cost 1s from the processing time
needed for computer input. Each return must be accessed

for either a yes or no participation entry.

Senator Severson moved the committee to reinsert so that the
language would read "the Department of Revenue may deduct from
collections an amount not to exceed $1 per tax check off
contribution for administering the voluntary checkoff programn.

The committee discussed other areas of the legislation that

would have to be reworded in order to comply with the intent

of the committee. The motion carried unanimously. Senator

Smith stated that because of the cooperation of the Fish and

Game Committee, the Livestock Industry and the Wildlife Federation

were able to compromise and gain support for the original
checkoff efforts.

DISPOSITION OF SENATE BILL 171:

Andrea Merrill submitted technical amendments to aid in the

proper language of the bill. Senator Anderson made a motion
that the committee recommend a DO PASS on the amendments.
The motion carried unanimously.
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Senator Yellowtail moved the committee to recommend a DO PASS
AS AMENDED. The motion passed unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT :

There being no further business to come before the Senate
Fish and Game Committee, the Chairman closed the hearing
at 2:36 P.M.

Ed Al

SENATOR ED SMITH, Chairman
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SB 177
February 10,

Testimony presented by Jim Flynn, Dept. of Fish, Wildlife & Parks

The Department of Fish, Wildlife & Parks is the principal
wildlife management agency in Montana, and has the responsibility
for nongame wildlife species in our state.

Nongame species account for 83% of the vertebrate species which
occur in Montana, yet they receive a small percentage of the
funds budgeted for wildlife conservation. A nongame program
allows the status of many species to be monitored and thus
provides an overall status of the entire fish and wildlife
composition of our state.

The tax checkoff, as it is currently administered, has had the
effect of complicating and potentially 1lowering our nongame
efforts due to the number of taxpayers participating in the
program.

Therefore, renewal of the tax checkoff program is needed, with
the flexibility to use 1license dollars if and when they are
available as utilized prior to the original checkoff legislation,
as SB 177 accomplishes.

In addition, the termination of deductions by the Department
of Revenue would benefit the program, since the nongame checkoff

is the only checkoff out of three now in effect which bears this
loss.

The attention to nongame species 1is an ongoing responsibility
which we cannot ignore. In order to meet those demands, we
support this bill.
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SENATE FISH AND GAME

5B 177 EXHIBIT NO._ 2 - . 7
e
THE NONGAME WILDLIFE FUNDING BILL pare .o _ .. .7 ..

(T Nongame wildlife is also known as "Watchable WildlBlHeNo< e SO /77
animals not usually hunted or fished. The Mountain Bluebird and
Flying Squirrel are two examples of more than 600 kinds of nongame
animals in Montana. Game, furbearers, predators and endangered
species are excluded from the definition of nongame animals.

(87-5-102 (4) MCA).

The 1973 Montana Nongame and Endangered Species Act requires the
state to manage nongame wildlife "for human enjoyment, for
scientific purposes, and to insure their perpetuation as members
of ecosystems." (87-5-103 MCA).

The 10 year old Nongame Wildlife Program is housed in the Montana
Department of Fish, Wildlife & Parks (DFWP). Like all state
programs, the Legislature must review and approve the budget of the
nongame program every two years.

8B 177 does three things:
1. THE CHECKOFF:

*This bill reauthorizes the nongame wildlife checkoff on the
Montana state income tax form. The checkoff was established
by the 1983 Legislature and is scheduled to sunset after
this year if not reauthorized. Interested Montanans donate
via the checkoff to support a state program they believe in.

( *In 1986, 4146 Montanans contributed $31,869 to the nongame
program.

*The donations do not reduce the General Fund. The donation
is a donation - it reduces your tax refund or increases the
amount of money you pay the state.

2. OTHER FUNDING:

*This bill removes a provision prohibiting the use of hunting
and fishing license fees for the nongame program. SB 177
does not guarantee that the nongame program will get license
dollars. It is the Legislature - and sportsmen - who will
have the final say in how much (if any) license money will
supplement the nongame program.

*If the nongame wildlife checkoff sunsets this year, the program
automatically reverts back to using hunting and fishing license
fees. It is clearly unfair for sportsmen to bear the entire
cost of the nongame program. The DFWP would like to
supplement the checkoff dollars with hunting and fishing
license fees on a limited basis. SB 177 will allow the
DFWP to expand the nongame program, but with the support of
checkoff dollars.

supplement would go a long way for a nongame program - and
it would also benefit game. Wildlife managers have learned
that it is virtually impossible to take action that will
benefit only one species or one group of users. This
philosophy carries through in a unique way on the federal
level: Pittman-Robertson dollars, raised by a tax on the
sale of hunting equipment, are allowed to be used for all
wild birds and mammals - not just game.

(L *Nongame wildlife is so intertwined with game, that a small

*The nongame program is guaranteed funding from checkoff
money through June, 1989. If hunting and fishing license
fees are to be used for the program, the DFWP will have to
propose the amount to the 1989 Legislature.

(» 3. ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS:

*Currently the Department of Revenue charges the nongame
wildlife program $5094 annually for administering the program.
That amount is a large chunk of a $31,869 program! The
nongame wildlife checkoff is the only checkoff charged these
administrative costs. Until other checkoffs are charged,

SB 177 removes Dept. of Revenue charges to this small program.
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THE CURRENT NONGAME PROGRAM:

Six main projects are currently being undertaken by the nongame
program:

*Nongame ?rogram Funding Development: this project will keep
the checkoff before the public eye and continue solicitation
of funds.

*Statewide Rapter Survey Route System: this project survey
17 species of raptors as they migrate in the spring. Volunteers
help run 46 survey routes.

[t ‘uﬂﬂﬁm‘iﬂimm&m

*Bluebird Conservation Project: this project promotes the
placement of nest boxes by members of the public. Bluebirds
have lost much of their native nesting sites. They are a
bird that lives on insects.

*Publication of Wildlife Brochures: this public information
effot will provide valuable information to interested people.
A state bird list has been published and natural history
information will be made available.

will be placed at key locations throughout the state, such
as Lewis & Clark Caverns State Park.

*Nature Trail Development/ Enhancement: interpretive signs %

*Nongame Inventory on Selected Department Lands: this project
will continue to identify species composition of wildlife
communities around the state.

AND TO CLARIFY.... .

*SB 177 is a funding bill only. It doesn't affect existing state
laws protecting land management practices of the agricultural
community. Here's why:

*The DFWP has verylittle regulatory”authority under the 1973
Nongame and Endangered Species Act. Before a nongame animal B
can be "managed” (should that ever become desirable), DFWP :
must first obtain legislative approval to reclassify the animal -i
as "in need of management."” The legislature has the final
word (87-5-104).

*The Dept. of Livestock has authority to control pest rodents %
and related animals that are "injurious to agriculture, other
industries and the public health” (81-1-401). No DFWP
regulation could conflict with the landowner's rights to
control pest rodents because of Dept. of Livestock regulations. %

*Depredating birds can be contoled under 87-5-209 and 87-5-201.

*The nongame wildlife program is set up for"research and education
programs for nongame wildlife in Montana (87-5-121)" This small
program is designed to help us understand our own environment
better. Besides, appropriate nongame management will help assure
that there are no more animals listed as endangered. Expensive
recovery programs can be avoided if an effective nongame program
is in place.

Nongame and Montana

*Every year an estimated $1 billion is generated for Montana through
resident and nonresident enjoyment of Montana's enjoyment of
Montana's scenic resources. Among these scenic resources, nongame
wildlife is an important part: Pelicans and Great Blue Herons,
Woodpeckers and Osprey, Pika -and Hummingbirds. Although the exact
contibution - in dollars - is difficult to determine, the presence
of over 600 nongame species adds a sense of wholeness to the
wirldiife population of this state - & value hard 1o overiook.

A FINAL WOKD... %
With a better understanding of what wildlife resources Montana has,

the balance that exists today can be maintained as Montana continues )
to grow. {

SB 177 is a positive step.
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Testimony to the Senate Fish and Game Committee in Support of
SB-177, the Nongame Wildlife Program Funding Bill.
February 10, 1987

Robert M. Ballou

Mr. Chariman and Committee Members, I appreciate this opportunity

to testify in support of SB-177. My name is Robert Ballou. I am
representing the 3000 plus members of the National Audubon Society
in Montana.as president of the Montana Audubon Council. I am also
repre%%ting myself as a hunter and fisherman.

The nongame wildlife program marks a significant forgyard step in

the conservation of Montana's natural resources. It demonstrates
that the people of Montana recognize that all wildlife have a place
in the scheme of things, that all wildlife have value, and that all
wildlife may at some time contribute in a vital way to man's well
being. The horned lark may hold the key to a better understanding

of the laws of aerodynamics, or may provide clues to the development
of drugs in the cure of diéease. Small as it is, the nongame program
has made a start towards obtaining a better understanding and
securing preservation of all the wildlife species that are not hunted,

fished, trapped, or endangered.

In our view, SB-177 does exactly what 1is needed for the future of
the nongame program. It gives it funding permanency. As important as
this small program is to the longterm wellbeing of our state and to

the quality of life we cherish in Montana, it deserves a permanent



funding mechanism.

S§B-177 removes the inequitable charges by the Department of Revenue
for administering the voluntary checkoff program. Since other
checkoff programs are not so charged, neither should the nongame

program be charged. This is only just.

SB-177 allows the Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks to use its
funds to supplement those received from the tax return checkoff)if
necessary. As an avid hunter and fisherman, I applaud this provision.
Experience with the checkoff has shown that, to date, monies derived
from it alone are not enough to even fund the very modest nongame
program. I welcome the extremely small part of my license fees that
may be used for nongame projects. It will help assure the enjoy-
ment of my total outdoors experience in that I will know that
measures are being taken in-behalf of all the wildlife I enjoy seeing
and hearing when I hunt and fish)and on which the game I am

pursuing may depend in some way. I am sure most sportsmen in

Montana share my view.

Thank you Mr. Chqjgman,and Committee members for your time and

attention.
1/
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Montana Audubon Council




My name is Dan Heinz. I live in Bozeman. I am testifying today as a concerned

individual sportsman.

I have been a lifelong hunter., I also spent 25 years with the US Forest
Service. I have had considerable experience both as a hunter and outdoorsman

and as a public servant responsible for managing wildlife resources.

I am supporting the non-game renewal bill that Audubon is sponsoring this

session.

Sportsmen can receive real benefits from a solid non-game program within the

Department of Fish Wildlife and Parks.

There is some real potential to develop non-consumptive wildlilfe use among
sportsmen. We had unbelievable response to a viewing blind we placed above a
heron nesting cclony on the Nebraska National Forest. Sportsmen came for
mile; to sit in that blind and watch spring activities of those hercns. We
also had very heavy use of viewing blinds we placed on charp-tail dancing

grounds.

Those of you who are land cwners know well the problems caused by slob

hunters.

I feel very strongly that hunters who get into off seascn enjoyment of
wildlife develop quickly into true sportsmen. Sportsmen that are sensitive to

both to the land and to other people who cwn or use that land.

The nongame wildlife funding bill will give spcertsmen an opportunity we do

not have now to influence the type of program and the amount of money spent
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I first became awsre of what we legally term "nongame"
in t:ose years I spent days hunting or fishing. The voluntary
"check-of f" to the state-income tax (or "add-on'") represents
a convenient method, now zuthorized in most states having
a state inccme tax, tc fund tne program. There haven't

been any rrcblems and I believe it shculd be re-enacted.

Tebruary 10, 1G&Y
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Testimony on SB 177 BILL NO NY a4

Senate Fish & Game Committee

February 10, 1987

Mr. Chairman, members of the Committee, my name is Lsther
Stenberg. I stand before you today on behalf of the Montana
Wildlife Federation in their support of SB 177.

The Montana Wildlife Federation is“a conservation organiza-
tion, comprised of 4600 members, dedicated to promoting
wildlife, wildlife habhitat, and sportsmen's interests.

P
We also support the "Watchable Wildlife", those non-game
animals that are not usually hunted or fished. The hunted
species benefit from non-game and vice-versa in our ecosys-
tems,

We support a healthy non-game program and therefore ask for
your support of continuing the non-game checkoff program.

The Montana Wildlife Federation urges this committee to
vote do pass on SB 177. Thank vou,
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‘ "said, 1 offer two comments.
artedly your .propo sed eliminution of accapting povex-of
“Applications should be made and signed only by the applicant,™ Secon
fibagin the process of mailing applications,” accepting spplications
notifying successful applicants, atc. as absolutely as early int
_ ar as possible. . The benefits on this point are so obvious they
feud not even be discussed, : I am not avare as to vhy this cannot happen
"3"am sure the obstacles can be overcone, Sl s e
o W N R : L
r the opportunity to comment,
R " o
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serious rolcrvntionl nbcut :he propoled non-rentdent 1icense lale )
I realize that being 1u the field, I am not aware of all the

[} uajor problem appears to be that thorc are so nany lpplicnntl for tho :

T iuiccd numbor~o£ licensas that a "first-come, first-served” sale is no longer ..
ach year it will continus to get more impractical, Any solution
0 the situation needs to address this situation as the primary concern. We -

to thc public’ ‘to provide . fltr, cqultlbln and reasonably vorkable L

"tirlt-cone. firu:-scrved" apptoach o
g hctctoro. do 1ittle to alleviate the major problem.. While it might hclp
.to have a‘staggered mailing this is not & long term solution. We have
nts in forcign countries that take weeks to receive mail. . The mail

nppliclcionl in. Relatives and outfitters will be calling themselves private
lntl ‘carriers and £illing out applications for other people as in the past. -

- The only long term solution is to go
porloa applies for a drawing and is unsuccessful, they
They had a fair chance and lost.,What 1is not acceptable’
0 lcnd 1n'ln'lppllcntion as soon 48 yru Teceive it and still be told you

‘T am !litly certain that the nain Teason ve arc propouing thi: systen is to
‘sccommodate outfitcers, -They have alvays been opposed to the drawing concept
becauss 1t would limit their ability to insurs that their clients always get
‘1icensss. ‘This is & valid concern from their point of view, A dtlving
W\:l:?:.ﬁ“ that ;any could not .\ui:ntu their clients & license. S

‘ ‘48,%should a hutter who hires an out
guatantes ag};;onno ‘shead of a huncor vho does not hirn an ou§4ﬁ{5543!h ANO;§AME ”
% mm" NO A8




“wanting o ralse’ “the aumber allotsd " to them,
$:#ysten vould vithstand a court challenge from

re; ptopoain; to set aside 1/3 of the'
can' hat“anything has been accoupliohcd
tuation” vill result hether We do this

ol R &

ai?%%rdilforcuca will be:
b of ;verifying whether
me ‘snbroiled xn all of ‘the nqunbblan where clients fire their out
hunt . oness’
Ably bo people ‘signing with’ outfitters”
te will probably be outfitters taking
Atc.‘“Chcckirg outfitter reaports will be
ill coni uning’ and unproductive undartaking.- Many outfitters only record
11~ crcontlgl of thcir huntor- ou thotr records to luvn tinc And nvotd

that ‘we did befora, namely a “tirlt~ccno. first-served" draving with panic
“buying s snd 1rr1tated paople. “This proposal fails to address the malor
blem P AT e Pt

% alize that it is luny to pick Apnrt s pllu and ditticult to proponc ono.
71 would, however, ltkc to otlcr thc follouing proponul no an nltornativo i

3

e

‘A8 -ooﬁ as poultblo licnnlou and an outlittcr liuting vould b« nailnd to
a1l hunter : .




. {(’hh syste vould‘not ‘allow nny out!itlnr to guumtu someone a licenu. but‘
e vould offer them a:reasonable chance to procure customers early in the
I This lyun vould conctnuc zo work even when the volume continues to
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SB 243
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Testimony presented by Jim Flynn, Dept. of Fish, Wildlife & Parks

SB 243 is an act regquiring that out-of-state boaters who use
Montana waters obtain a temporary permit. The act further
requires that the Department of Fish, Wildlife & Parks provide
the temporary permit and 1its enforcement officers enforce
compliance.

The department 1is aware that the number of motorboats from other
states and provinces who use Montana's waters has been
continually increasing during the past several years. Nearly
all states now extend limited reciprocity to allow out-of-state
boaters to operate on in-state waters if their home state
registration number is current. This bill would reguire an
additional wuse permit for out-of-state boaters using Montana
waters.

There have been complaints relative ~to a neighboring state
requiring an additional permit. Currently Idaho is the only
neighboring state where out-of-state motorboats must obtain a
temporary use permit before operating on Idaho watkers.

This 1is a county option in Idaho, and 1is generally used only
in the northeastern counties of that state. We support the
concept of giving similar authority to Montana counties who might
wish to reciprocate.

I apologize to the committee in that the department does not
have amendments to allow this authority to rest with the
counties. We have discussed this with the sponsor, and request
the committee allow us time to prepare adequate amendments for
your consideration.

Thank you.
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BAmendments to SB 171 (Introduced Bill)BnLNO

Title, line 7.

Following: "87-2-401"

Strike: "AND"

Insert: ","

Following: "87-2-402,"

Insert: "87-4-504, AND 87-5-204,"

Page 2.

Following: 1line S
Insert: "Section 3. Section 87-4-504, MCA, is amended to read:

"87-4-504. Bird license required. All persons hunting
on shooting preserves must have a valid resident or
nonresident upland game bird license."

Section 4. Section 87-5-204, MCA, is amended to read:

"87-5-204. License and rules for falconry. (1) The
department may adopt specific rules for the keeping of
records and for the trapping, taking, possession, or
training of raptors used in the practice of falconry and may
authorize the issuance of licenses to persons for the
- practice of falconry. Except as provided in 87-5-210, it is
unlawful for any person to possess a raptor or to train a
raptor in the practice of falconry without a license.

(2) The fee for a falconry license is $3 a year or any
part of a year. A license expires April 30 each year.

(3) A license may not be issued to a person under the
age of 12 years.

(4) Licensees shall have in possession a valid
falconer's license when engaged in the practice of falconry.
In addition, falconers loosing raptors at game birds shall
have in possession a valid resident or nonresident upland
game bird license or waterfowl stamp, as appropriate.

(5) Falconry licenses or permits are not transferable
and may be revoked for due cause at any time by the
department.""

Renumber: subsequent sections

70333/L:JEA\WP: jJ



anda (National Farests and BLM).
residents and non-resident users,

f Eh- Nattonal Forusts inthe
some:prv nctlon to big game.animals and
1) blg L antmal numbers

n about “the oarly 1950'1.

i repl eing wood for ‘home _heating,” and fower people needed to
he rest forest’ ‘canyon“Ju get wood, Yet, the increasing’ use
wheerl drive vehicles in wet veather startcd causing daisge to
iand/or trails, . Some private landowners started closing and
r‘trnllg‘tradltionnlly ugod,tor public

o initiated -dvartlling ca patgno
hunting and - ‘fishing ifn the state,  This - g
‘hlihuntlna-llshinu rosource encouragad and rapidly
er of . comm-rctnl 1ntorost- who make thoi; \lvxng
hese -
élnturcstn (t.o.i ‘dudo rnnchern. outfitters, oetc;) look to
l!lluent non-resident ‘as their primary source of income, and they
ny ‘competition .from residents or ‘non-residents who choose
ufittars and guides, 2The Montana Department of Fish,
nd -Parks “also derives a major portion of its ogorattng
vhigh“non-resident hunting and fishing fees, - Yot its -
onstituents are:(or should be) the Montans reaident hunter
h!lhornun’?why doesn't ‘the Montans Depty of Fish, Wildlife und
' to obtain access 4 public landl? N
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! xclusive use of the public lands wher: they =
cause {t enhances their income, - The resident or .~

ent non-resident forest user “interfures" with this

operste-be
Jedas affly

p many instances, the commercial ‘user ‘controls private lands
r.vhich traditional public accoss roads/trails cross to get.
ublic'landa., " By closing and locking these.longtime access
_ the resident and tho less aifluent non-resident forest
iuser ts’eliminated, © The commercial user then not only +.. - .
E.eont s his private land, he.also controls all) the public .

shind his private land,

Ough,both,th&f?§;~lt\§e;élceiind_the RLM hivé,prbgrimi Ié;h
nirg:better sccess to public landa, they are underfunded
nd their efforts are generally opposed by the commercial '

Wilderneas Association,
ol T

In"1984 there vere 563 1fcensed outfitters and‘i.086 ‘uldcsl
over-200,000 licensed resident hunters, The 563 dude N
"ranchers/outfitters had far more influence on the actions of

:the state legislacure and the Montana Dept, of Fish, Hxldllfe}
and Parkas than the 200,000 resident sportsmen. This should be
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28tate Yands that have be;ﬁ:pu}chaa;d by the Moét;nu'bdpc. of
Fish, Wildlife, and Parks ire open to hunting, (about 225,000
acres) :They also lease about another 170,000 scres. -

.

leanee can prohibit hunting ‘since his lease glveu him the
-right .to post tho lands according to Montana
of tha atutes,

i

(about 4.6 million acres).

fecreation industry (duda ranchers/outfitters) ard th‘Montndi"'

(including 79 fishing outfitters) in the state of Montana, and .

By R o U TE T o : S T h - K
"State Schoul Lands in Montena are leased to the highest bidder
to generate maximum revenue for the state schoo: system. - The .

s interpretation ..
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attht nbove Fores §;rv£ci'~'BLN - State
HDL!C LANhS ‘ACCESS "ASSOCIATION, INC{”

support logul effort' to’
roasonabli public sccess roulc:

saarch ng’. foderal.-stnto ond county rccords (or evidonct

of early publie: rights-of-way to public lands, and o

hiring an attorney to take specific cases Lo :tate coutt
instate public cccan routea.~“ : .

pokesperson“for. public ‘access by; :

requesting apecificiand: realistic: plons for publlc scee
from District Forest _Rangers, Forost" Superviuors. .
Repiofal. Forester, L

roqueatlhg specific and roalistic. plnns for publtc

from BLM District and State Directore, ‘
vequesting ‘specificiand ‘realistic plans tor public

by Rogionnl Directors :and ‘the Director of the Montana ™
Dopartmont ‘of Fish,*Wildlife d Parks,

ish and Came Commimsion, 5 :
oeking help and federal appropriations fron Senntorl
Raucus and Melcher for the construction andfor
maintenance of public access routes to public land
saeling help and federal appropristions from =
Repruvseantatives Marlonaa and Willjams for the "_.:
constru~tlon and/or mu,ntcnnnce of public sccess routna
and s :
uoeklng help und .tatc nppropriutionu tron tho Covornor
and the state leglslaturo for the construction nnd/or
muinconancc of realonnblc publtc access, routos.’ ‘

"There are ovor 200 000 r-ntdant huntnr: and/or ttlhoru-n
in Montana,  There are only some-563 licansed conmarcial
outfitters {n Montana,: If the residents present their
neads and vants 47.8 coordinatad and reasonahble manner,
ve Lelieve our -anatot- and representatives uixl give us
‘(ulx lupport. :

louu:nttiuent non-roaidnnt by:" E
‘{dentifying apecific and raalonablo publtc
hat are being blocked byy - -
(l) dudo ranchuru/outflttor




*longar ‘needed to merve cha
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raanisatian (the PUBLIC LANDS -
) ‘to further’ rcpresent reaident

nd collecting,complatnts of rantdénts
dont,!orcut uagrs whon they hnve bee

tout;thoﬁnbovo mentionad uctivittcs. it nust be ; :
PURLIC LANDSACCESS ASSOCIATION, INT,“fully nuwports
1id-private ‘property rights, ‘We do however, intend
o .and ‘maintain those historical public
ites’to ‘the: prenon: public lands ‘that were established and
led prior-te homeuteadlng undlor anlo of the surrounding

\11 vorthvhile olfortl do not huppon vtthout soma paln. ‘sveat, -
‘and_money, “To’ counternct the further closing down of public. .
s is going to take monay, organ‘eation and perseverance,
ublic access points is poing to-take even mora money,
and perservoranco by the. rqaidant and o - nf( vent
foreltwulor. , v : :

come nnd’join 8 coordinutud grou*,whoan mnjor gonl 1- to

t-for the: long ;erm rightn nf tho avornue torost usor. No onu
‘1‘ O ‘Ia : ; g . . ! :
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Fish and Game Association has sppointed

) *theirV'Log'tlatduev;Commjttpe; i I

Ldondicting <8 < hearing concerning

ate hunting licenses among Cuides and

“applicants, |1 would like to apprise

pdif}lonjo€%tho_wostorﬁ*Hontan-??' UE
this issye.. . o o e T

Federation has come up with a method of.

ate hunting licenses which we believe is

13 5aysteinwould have applicants check one of

fon" form to indicate whether or not

to Shunt “with & -Guide, ~ Once all -y

: ‘ecelved, : the " percentage - of the - total.
pplicants desiring to hunt with s Guide would be -
This  percentage would .then be applied to the
Vicenses . availabley which would ~establ'sh the
out-of-state censes allocsted to the Guide and

nadugtry : OGRS T
. v me thod ‘of ‘allocation of licenses, | oppose.
ng - of - some’: arblitrary cand “Yarge . percentage Of -
0 the Guide and Outfitting Iindustry on the grounds -
arbitrary ‘method ~Is  unfair to all. of . those
who wish to hunt in Montans. o

he Western Montana Fish and Game Assoctation,
seriously consider our position, and that

is Jetter as testimony in hearings of

¢ this issue, ' o v oL et

“attention to this matter,
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uuv%iut METHOD OF ALLOCATING NON-RESTDENT HUNTING
LlCFNQES 15 OF CONLERN \D R ALL HON‘“N“ QPOHTSHtN R

Lo1n IQI’ trv Montana LuQstazura put lan upper 1tm t ar"?guba'
nothe niimber of non-resigent bla Ga'w rpmbination hunting
itenspy which could be sold pach yea by tho Depar imert of t:sh.

'w‘taiyda'mnd Farie" FWE . The demeny tor these licenses has ™ -

309 since that time maiyng Lt ias0seible 1o Jssue 4 license
on«rvsldentﬁ“uho aupl\.g Lajst vear thore wpro,.?.ol“

‘ l"ﬂ' the rtrrrlor o‘ FuWh, 1n the absence of any -
quxnuixhus From the Loginlature, At aupde H,a00 64 fhe 17,000
cauthorired licenses for & locatror to non- rvhxdvnts who would’
contrart to hunt with a State Jicensed gutfitier, [+, attaching a
corv ce a depasit receint for an rutfitter buoiing to his S ™
aclisacion, o non-resident hunte covld be wwureyd that tas
B CRLIAN (o) the 1RES huntang ~rasnn wouly be rlarei ar e, psol
T mep et e érﬁﬁ te cther 11.40u apclicanter

For the x“ﬂr rwntzng suascn the nor-roa: gert hxg Game
comblination hunting licenses ver: $3ld €7 3 f1rst-come ¢ireat- "
aer.fo bagis, The $1,400 Jicentes not allocated to ovtéitiers”
celrentg waro sold cut on the s1re= das, The demarnd was Nt as
' regét furothe S,E600 Jreenses et asic 4+ for non-recident s who
‘hoat.ed A hunt with an outtittor and these license. were nat sole
ott vttt the 176N day.. This would sndicate the chances of -
qettan a camtination big jJams henting license were much better
{for those non-rcaxdont huntorw wt 0 bool et a hunt with an.
Out‘lttar.
R 1 has baen rroposed that a sat~asxnr system of allocatine
‘ron-resident big game combxn;txon,huntxng licenses should be
Sgiven statutory authority througt action of the Legislature, :
Montana sportumen should opposo thxl act:on for several 1mpor cant
rea'ons.. :

¥

st

R Hany Montara tportsmnn hunt reqularly wsth Gr:endn and -
rolativug from out-of-state. -Wo all inow of sons, daughters, ;
relatives and ériends of sportsmen, including farmer and rancher
l1andowners, who have moved out-of-state for various reasons, A
"number of these incividuals are willing to pay the $7250 required
“for a non-resident license 1n order to come haclh to Montana to
hunt big game and enitey fellowship with relatives and friends.

It 1s unreasonable that they should also have %0 bool \nheir '
prospective hunt with an outéitter 1n order to 1ncrease their
prababtllty of rccex/an a license.

Porhnns a more xmportant reason fcr oppo:tnq the set—asxdo
(.tyttom i3 that 1t contridutes to over-commercialilation of
~hunting, ¢ non-reziderts can be assured of access to hunting
HMontane's game snimale by paying fees to outf.tters 1t will




1th_-huntmq or for: ‘tne purpose . o
nnd‘to pach’ wild game on ‘public Jands.”

aq*rastuanx money flows into the *utfitt‘no sndusfry.
will ‘he eierted to 1sclate larger hunting areas

.

i houqh we have olwaya*nau ‘some conetreints place
p we to our privata propert/ consentiong, = This §e
pAropriate antronsistent with the general values heid by
ont 8 InGugng uportumnn.~ The presont balance betwoen
nd crivate hun&xnc. howovery .18 snr:oual. threatengd by

¢ o”.tﬁe

Aw aimnd AU maintaining the traditional balance between public -
hunting ahd commercialized hunting., It provides an opportunity
or outfitters and guudes to well their services to prospective
nan—rnsidont hunters who wish to have their assistance. - In S
add:tion it gives all non-restidents & far opportunxtv to obtaxn'
Mcntlna cambtn;txon bxq qame hunting l:canse.

Gene Qucnemoen
606 Frank Road
Felgrade, MT 59714
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THE CURRENT NONGAME PROGRAM:

Six main projects are currently being undertaken by the nongame
program:

*Nongame Program Funding Development: this project will keep

the checkoff before the public eye and continue solicitation
of funds.

*Statewide Rapter Survey Route System: this project survey
17 species of raptors as they migrate in the spring. Volunteers
help run 46 survey routes.

*Bluebird Conservation Project: this project promotes the
placement of nest boxes by members of the public. Bluebirds
have lost much of their native nesting sites. They are a
bird that lives on insects.

*Publication of Wildlife Brochures: this public information
effot will provide valuable information to interested people.
A state bird list has been published and natural history
information will be made available.

“*Nature Trail Development/ Enhancement: interpretive signs
will be placed at key locations throughout the state, such
as Lewis & Clark Caverns State Park.

*Nongame Inventory on Selected Department Lands: this project
will continue to identify species composition of wildlife
communities around the state.

AND_TO CLARIFY....

*SB 177 is a funding bill only. It doesn't affect existing state
laws protecting land management practices of the agricultural
community. Here's why:

*The DFWP has verylittle regulatory authority under the 1973
Nongame and Endangered Species Act. Before a nongame animal %5
can be "managed" (should that ever become desirable), DFWP h
must first obtain legislative approval to reclassify the animal\ii
as "in need of management."” The legislature has the final
word (87-5-104).

*The Dept. of Livestock has authority to control pest rodents ?
and related animals that are "injurious to agriculture, other
industries and the public health” (81-1-401). No DFWP
regulation could conflict with the landowner's rights to. ’
control pest rodents because of Dept. of Livestock regulations.

*Depredating birds can be contoled under 87-5-209 and 87-5-201.

*The nongame wildlife program is set up for"research and education
programs for nongame wildlife in Montana (87-5-121)7 This small
program is designed to help us understand our own environment
better. Besides, appropriate nongame management will help assure
that there are no more animals listed as endangered. Expensive
recovery programs can be avoided if an effective nongame program
is in place. .

Nongame and Montana

*Every year an estimated $§1 billion is generated for Montana through
resident and nonresident enjoyment of Montana's enjoyment of
Montana's scenic resources. Among these scenic resources, nongame
wildlife is an important part: Pelicans and Great Blue Herons,
Woodpeckers and Osprey, Pika and Hummingbirds. Although the exact
contibution - in dollars - is difficult to determine, the presence
of over 600 nongame species adds a sense of wholeness to the
wildlife population of this state =~ a value hard to uverlook.

A FINAL WORD...

With a better understanding of what wildlife resources Montana has,

the balance that exists today can be maintained as Montana continues
to grow.

SB 177 is a positive step.




STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT

JFebruary 18, 10,87
) MR. PRESIDENT
. Fish and Gane
LYY 2o T oo a2 Y2 V14 == 1o T S T PR P F PR Y PRPEIER
having had under consideration.......... Sanate. BILl. O, No....&7%.....
First reading copy { _EEEE_ )
color

SEPARATE UPLAND GAME BIRD AMND WATERFOWL LICENIES

Respectfully report as follows: That........ 0 s s

l. Title, line 7. “
Pollowing: "87-2-401"

Setrika: "aun®

Inzerty *,"

Following: *87-2-402,"

Ingart: *07-4-504, AHD $7-5-204,"

> 2. Pagea 2,
Following: line S
Ingart: “Section 3, Section 87-4-~504, MCA, iz amended to read:
"87~4~504. Bird license required. All persons hunting
on shooting preserves must have a valid resident aor
nonrezident unland game hird license.”®
Jection 4. Section 297-5-204, MNCA, is amendad to raad:
"27-5-204., License and vules for falconry. ({1} The
department may adopt specific rules for the keeping of
racards and for the tranping, taoking, ponsession, or
training of raptora used ina the practice of falconry and ey
authoriza tho izavance of licensaeg to perzsons for the
practice of faleonry, Zxcept as provided in B7~5-210, it ia
unlawfal for anv person to poszass 3 rantor ar to train 2
raptor in the practice of falconry withour a licanse,
{2} Tha fze frnr a falconry licenze i3 83 a wvear or anv
part of z year, A licansa axpires April 3§ cach year. '

DO PASS

DO NOT PASS

Chairman.



FISH AND GaME Fabrpary. 12..19387 .. 19,

8.3. 171 \
Page 2 of 2.

3} A license may not be issued to a person usder the
xga of 12 years,

{4) Licenzees shall hsvae in posseazion a valid
falconer's licerze whan angagad in the practice of falconry.
In zd4dition, falconsras loosing raptors at gane birds shall
have {n possessicn a 7zlid reeidsnt or nonresident upland
game bird licsase or waterfowl stanan, As anpropriate,

{5) Palconry licenses or permits ars not tranaferable
and may be ravocked for due cause a2t any time by the
depart=ent,*”

Renumbar: subsequant sectiocnsz

70338/ L 3 JEA\WPe 13

AND AS AMENDED,
00 PASS

Senator =d Suitch, Chairman
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT

February 10, 1237

O R A 19..........
g
) MR. PRESIDENT

We, your committee on

having had under consideration Senats Bill 177

Pirse White )

REVISE AND COYTINUER NONGAME WILDLIPE CHECROPP

Respectfully report as follows: That Senate 2ill 177

he amended as followa:

1. Page 1, line 19.
Pollowing: “453}°
Insert: ~, except as providad in subsection (3)~

2. Page 2, ¥ine 22,
Pollowing: 1line 21
Insert: “(3) The department of revenue may deduct froz
callections an amount not to excazad 31 for each tax
chackoff contridution for adainistering the volantary
checkoff program. The Jdepartgent i3 authorized to spend
the amount Jdeducted and to hire necessary personnal.”

AND AS AUENDED

DO PASS

ot et

DONOTEPASE

Chairman.





