
MINUTES OF MEETING 
HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

The meeting of the Highways and Transportation Committee was 
called to order at 1:00 p.m., February 5, 1987, by Chairman 
Larry Tveit, in Room 410 of the State Capitol. 

ROLL CALL: All members of the Highways and Transportation 
Committee were present except Senator Meyer and Senator 
Williams who were absent. 

CONSIDERATION ON SENATE BILL 194: Senator Hager, Senate District 
No. 48, sponsor of the bill, testified that Senate Bill 194 
would change the numbers on state license plates to a two-letter 
county designation. The letters would be arranged in a vertical 
position on the license plates. 

PROPONENTS: Mr. Jerome Kohn, Retired Insurance Agent, testified 
that the current numbering system on all license plates is 
around fifty years old and was based on the counties ranking by 
population at the time the system was devised. The figures are 
now out-of-date but if the license plates were changed to a two­
letter designation, they would never have to be changed again. 
Mr. Kohn stated as new licenses are issued under the currenty 
system, the numbers will be increasingly higher and there will 
be no more room on the license plates. The two-letter designations 
would make it easier to determine what county a vehicle was from. 
The plan would be phased in beginning January 1, 1988, and any new 
or replacement plates issued after that date would have the two­
letter designations. Exhibit 1. 

OPPONENTS: There were none. 

QUESTIONS FROM THE COMMITTEE: Senator Lybeck, questioned ~x. 
Kohn as to the process of renewing the license pla,tes and the 
use of stickers. The committee pointed out that there are 
personal license plates such as the National Guard and disabled 
veterans that have the two or three-letter plates already. 

Mr. Larry Majerus, Montana Motor Vehicle Division, was asked how 
Department of Justice, Motor Vehicle Division felt about changing 
Montana's license plates. Mr. Majerus pointed out that other 
states already have two-letter plates and they stack their letters 
on the license plates. He stated there were some complaints about 
Montana's numbers. Mr. Majerus testified that the legislature 
has passed legislation for the department to reissue new plates 
for the centennial. The new system would have no significant 
impact on the cost ot population or distributing plates. There 
would be a cost of about $13,600.00 to produce the decals for 
personalized plates. 
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CLOSING: Senator Hager closed by saying that the only person, 
or persons, he could see that would object to this bill would 
be "politicians" for they like to put the list of county 
numbers on materials they hand out to the voters. 

The hearing on Senate Bill 194 was closed. 

CONSIDERATION ON SENATE BILL 212: Senator Farrell, Senate 

I 

District No. 31, sponsor of the bill, testified that Senate I' 
Bill 212 would classify commercial vehicle operator's licensing. 
Senate Bill 212 would comply with the federal government licens­
ing program passed in December 1986. The bill would require 
the state of Montana to have a classification endorsement on 
drivers licenses. If this bill does not pass, the federal 
government would hold all federal funding. Senator Farrell 
testified that one of the problems that is facing drivers of 
Montana is the fact that other states will not except Montana 
drivers licenses. In the last session, Senator Farrell in-

I 

troduced legislation to start a classification system, but the I" 
agricultural community were excluded, therefore, we have included :'; 
the 16% gross vehicle weight fee. 

Classification would be grandfathered in. Drivers would have 
to fill out forms certifying that they were trained as a 
truck driver. This program has been set up by the federal 
government to stop the mobile licenses. The program would 
allow driver license bureaus to set up the guidelines and 
make the rules to comply with the federal program. 

PROPONENTS: Larry Majerus, Administrator, Montana Motor 
Vehicle Division testifed that Congress passed the Commercial 
Vehicle Safety Act of 1986. This law requires a certain 
minimum disqualificatlon for drivers, felonies, traffic and 
tratfic violations. It specifies criminal, civil penalties 
for violation of licenses. It will be illegal for an operator 
to operate commercial licenses after July 1, 1987. (See 
Exhibit II) 

Jim Manion, "Exeuctive Vice President, Montana Automobile 
Association testifed about the trucking safety issues, hazardous 
business--especially for ther highway users. (See Exhibit III) 

Gene Pigeon, Montana Dakota utllities Resources Group, testifed 
that he supported Senate Bill 212 with the amendments that have 
been proposed by Gene Phillips, PPL NWTEL. (See Exhibit IV) 

I 

I 
I 

QUESTIONS FROM THE COMMITTEE: There were none. I 
CLOSING: We cannot delay in passing Senate Bill 212 for the 
federal government has passed the commercial motor - _ I 
safety act of 1986 which must be implemented by all the states . 
by various dates in order to comploy with the federal government~ 

I 
I 
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regulations and to receive federal funding. 

CONSIDERATION ON SENATE BILL 179: Senator Beck, Senate 
District No. 24, sponsor of the bill, testified that Senate 
Bill 179 would eliminate the proration of motor vehicles fees 
with the exception of property taxes, light vehicle license 
fees, and fees in lieu of tax. Light vehicle license fees, 
or fees in lieu of tax due thereon shall be prorated and 
paid from the last day of the old period until the first day 
of the new period in which the vehicle shall be registered. 

PROPONENTS: Larry ~.fajerus, Motor Vehicle Division, testifed 
that Senate Bill 179 allows the proration of property tax 
or light vehicle license ~ees in lieu of taxes. This would 
eliminate the proration of other fees--such as the junk vehicle 
fee, gross vehicle with fee or registration fee. 

Susan Sprugeon, Montana County Treasurer's Association 
testified to prorate a 50 cent junk vehicle fee is time con­
suming and a nuisance. That the counties throughout the 
state of Montana support Senate Bill 179. (See Exhibit V)) 

" 
OPPONENTS: There were none. 

DISPOSITION OF SENATE BILL 179: A motion wa~ made by Senate 
Lybeck that Senate Bill 179 DO PASS. It was seconded by 
Senator Abrams. The motion was carried unanimously. 

A motion was made and seconded that the meeting be adjourned. 

Senator Tveit, Chairman 
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SENATE HlaMWA" ~I 
EXHIBIT NO._-ii&:k--.--Il!t 
DATE 14'# §i 1%17 

Bill NO lettf 

~.iONTANA STATE SENATE 

SENATOR TOM HAGER 
SENATE DISTRICT 30 

HELENA ADDRESS: 
P. O. BOX 44 
CAPITOL STATION 
HELENA, MONTANA 59620 

HOME ADDRESS: 
150 NORRIS COURT 
BILLINGS, MONTANA 59105 

Legislative Council 
Capitol Station 
Helena, Montana 59601 

COMMITTEES: 
PUBliC HEALTH, CHM. 
HIGHWAY & TRANSPORTATION, VICE CHM. 
TAXATION 
INTERIM WATER OVERSIGHT, CHM. 

December 24, 1986 

Please consider this letter as a bill drafting request. 

I want a bill written to call for new license plates to 
be issued in 1988. The license plate fee should cover the 
cost of the new plates (if it doesn't already.) The number­
county designation will be dropped and a two letter designa­
tion will be used to designate the counties. See attached 
list. Below is a sketch showing the placement. On person­
alized plates a small sticker with the letter designation 
shall be used. 

~, -:c::-:.."---.----~~.--'\ 

r-~·.70~:{n !~--/ I 
. Y" ; J I J i I .: 1 

Tom Hager 



Desi~n~tion Design'1tion 
County Cld ,\!ew County Old l\ew 

Beaverhead 18 BV McCone 41 MC ... 
Big Horn 22 BH l"!e3.f:her 47 ME 

Elaine 24 B1 Mineral 54 MN 

Br')ad'.vater 43 Bi,J f1issoula 4- r-rs 

C3.rbon 10 CB Mu sse L3 hell 23 MU 

Carter '-12 CT Park 4-9 PK 

Cascade 2 CS :'etroleum 55 PE 

Choute3.u 19 CH Phillips. 11 PH 

Custer 14 CU .-ondera 26 PO 

!)aniels 37 DN Powder hiver 9 PD 

Drr,vs on 16 D" ~"i "lowell 28 P'W 

Deer Lodge 30 D1 Fr3.irie 45 PR 

'" 
Fallon 39 FA Hav311i 13 R.I; 

Fergus 8 FE :dchlar.d 27 HI 

Flathead 7 FL Roosevelt 17 HO 

Gall3.tin 6 GT HOSebud 29 RB 

Garfield 50 GF 2nnders 35 SA 

Gl3.cier 38 GC 3he::'idan 34 SH 

Golden Valley 53 (TV (~i 1 v~r BO"1 1 SB 

Gr~u~i te 45 GH :~ +; :. 1 hI rl t e ~ 32 SW 

Hill 12 HI 01,<,'eet Grass 40 SG 

Jefferson 51 T7 Teton Z,l TE tJ ~ 
/~ 

Judith Basin 36 JR. ircol e 21 TO 

Lake 15 LA ']reasure 33 Tit 

Lewis & Clark 5 1C Valley 20 VA 

Liberty 48 LB ·,Jheatland 44- 'dH 
, . 

lincoln 56 L1-: ·,:ibaux 52 W'B 

Ma:lison 25 i'IA Yellowstone 3 YE 



". 
,t " 

REMlillKS CONCERNING SB 194 

It is my feeling that there is a need to change our present system 
of licensing motor vehicles in Nontana, and Mr. Hager has been kind 
enough to introduce a bill to substitute hro-letter vertically arranged 
designations for the various counties instead of the numerical system we 
now employ. 

History of our present system: 
Our present numerical system of county numbers is at least 50 years 

old, and presumably was set up based on the population of the various 
counties at that time, although there are sufficient inconsistencies in 
the numbering arrangement to make one wonder. For instance, Powder 
River County has number 9, whereas Park County has 49. (There is a 
story about how that happened, to the veracity of which I will not 
attest, although it carne to me from my wife's grandfather, who was 
knowledgeable about such things, nor will I relate it to you except upon 
request.) There are a number of other illogical number assignments, but 
regardless, the fact is that county populations have changed materially 
in the past half-century, and it is probably an understatement to say 
that the system has outlived its usefulness. 

Inadequacy of present system: 
For reasons of economy and probably other considerations, the 

Department of Motor Vehicles has long since abandoned the practice of 
issuing new plates each year. They have instead been using larger and 
larger numbers on the plates, until at the present in Yellowstone County 
the passenger car plates are up into the three hundred thousands and the 
truck plates are approaching one hundred thousand. If this practice is 
continued, our plates will soon be insufficiently wide to accomodate the 
number of digits needed, in fact, some counties have already run into 
that problem and had to start using letters instead of numbers. For 
instance, in a county like Wheatland, which is number 44, if the vehicle 
inVOlved is a truck, the plate. number starts out with a 44T, follmled by 
a separator, there is then only room for four additional digits on the 
plate. When the number sequence got over 9999, it IWS necessary to 
substitute a letter for the first digit follo'iing the separation, giving 
us a plate number such as 44T-A138. Yellowstone County will soon be 
encountering the same problem in its truck licensing. While there is 
nothing wrong with the combining of letters and numbers in the plate, it 
does make it more difficult to remember and spot. 

The system proposed by this bill would alleviate this problem to a 
great extent, because we would no longer have any counties with 
two-digi t designations. All counties ,wuld have hlo-Ietter vertically 
arranged designations at the left-hand edge of the plate, which would 
provide space for one additional digit on the plates. 

Convenience of the suggested system: 
With 56 counties in Montana, it is an infrequently achieved feat of 

memory to remember which numbers stand for which counties. Most people, 
I presume, can remember the numbers associated with the more populous 
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counties, and with the county numbers for counties close to their place 
of residence, but with the tW"O-letter designations, the names of the 
counties would be much more evident, and as one drove around town or 
around the state, it would be no trick at all to quicldy identify the 
home county of any particular vehicle almost at a glance. 
Identification of SB for Silver Bow, YE for Yellowstone, LC for Lewis & 
Clark, PR for Powder River, etc., should be readily self-evident. 
Abandoning the present system, which is based on county population, and 
going to one which is based on no particular criterion other than the 
name of the county, would institute a system which would never again 
need to be changed. 

Cost to change: 
Few will deny that it is time we had new plates for our cars and 

trucks; there has been no general replacement since the centennial year 
of 1976, and not only are we running out of space on the plates but a 
lot of the plates are showing a lot of wear and tear after eleven years 
of bumping and weather and bug exposure. It would, of course, be costly 
to issue new plates to all motorists in Montana, and these are no times 
to burden the state with such an expense, nor ,vould it be fair to put 
the cost of such a replacement on the motoring public. Instead, this 
nelv system could be phased in by a process of attrition, in other words, 
as the Department of Motor Vehicles was called upon to issue new plates, 
either for newly-registered vehicles or as replacements for lost or 
damaged plates, they could issue new plates with the letter designations 
on them in lieu of the present numbers, and in a relatively short period 
of ttme most if not all Montanans would have the new variety of plates 
on their vehicles. 

--JEROME M. KOHN 
Billings, Montana 
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1 ~ 3ILL NO. //~ 
2 INTRODCC:t:~ BY -r~.ee 
3 

BILL FO?. P ... N E~JTI'='LE;) : " A;.\] TO 

ENFORCEMENT OF THE GASOLINE LICENSE COLLECTION LA~S; AND 

6 .DJ-!ENDING SEC'::'IONS 15-70-201, 15-70-'202 I 15-;0-204, 

7 15-70-205, liND 15-70-209, MCA." 

8 

9 BE IT EN~CTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 section 1. Section 15-70-201, MeA, is amended to read: 

11 "15-70-201. Definitior.s. As used in this part, unless 

12 the context requires otherwis~, the following de~initions 

i "< apply: 

14 ( 1 ) "Agricultural, use" means use of g2so}.i:1e by c: 

15 person whose major endeavor and prlmary source of earnea 

17 ( 2. ) if _; -" i a t ion de ale r" r:l '2 a n san y per so i1 i nth iss tat e 

18 2r.aaaed in the business af selling aviation gasoline, either 

19 from _ wholesale er retail outlet, en ~hic~ the license ta~ 

20 has ~een paid to 2 licensed distributor as herein ~rovide~ 

21 .r:or. 

22 ( 3 ) "Aviation gasoline;J me2.ns Q2301ir:e or anv other 

~~ or sold, compounded Eor use in and sold for use in aircraf~, 

25 including but not limited to any 2~d all such gasoline or 

h\:\ 
l~""lna U>gislar;vp. COUrTed 



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

February .5, 1987 
......................................................... 19 ......... . 

MR. PRESIDENT 

We, your committee on HiCJh~a'fs and Transportation .................................................................................................................................... 

having had under consideration ........... ~~~~~~ .. ?~~.~ ................................................................... NJ:~.~ ......... .. 
_ .... _4_ir_B_t ____ reading copy ( ...,~u. te 

color 

~~ Al.""Z~.... TO STRr;NGl'HEN elJFORCE!.tR!-lT OF THE GASOLltll:! LlCE:lS1: '1'1'-" 
COL~Cl"IOU !u"\WS; .~~[) Al-tENtJING SSCTIO!·lS 15-70-201, 15-10··202, 
1:3-10-204, 15-10-235, A~'lO 15-70-209, ~!Cl'h'~ 

Respectfully report as follows: That ............ ~.~.i.f:~~ .. ~J~+. ........................................................... No .. ~~.~ ....... . 

Chairman. 
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

............. ;;r ~?~.~;1 .. ~.~.................. 1 9 .. ~.?. .. 

.,. MR. PRESIDENT 

We, your committee on ..................................... ~Iq~r~~y.~ .. A .. ~~~~.~9.~W~~~.q~ .................................. . 

having had under consideration .................................................. ~.?~!\~~ .. ~.~~ ........................... No .. ~.9.q ....... . 

_---'£:c..::i::.:r=-s~t-=--___ reading copy ( white 
color 

Respectfully report as follows: That.. .................................................. ~~~~~~ ... ~~.~~ .................... No ... ~.~~ ....... . 

be aoendod as follows: 

1. Page 1, line 6 
Following: aay" 
Strilte: "INCLUOI~Gw 
Insert: ·~XCLUDING· 

2. Page 1, lina ~Ir; 
Following: ~vehicle~," 
Strike: ·incl~din9"­
Insert: "excluuing" 

3. Page 4, line 14 
Following: Rvehicle a 

Strike: tI, ti=ailer,se11l1trailer,'" 
Followinq: wbusJ" 
Striko~ • or" 

4. Paqe., line 15 
Following: line 14 
Strike. ·hou8etrailer~ -
AND AS AtiElID£D, 

.. ·S::;~'tA"l'O'!t· LARRY" ·TVEI'1'····································· 
I Chairman. 




