
MINUTES OF THE fmETING 
PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE & SAFETY CO.M'.MITTEE 

HONTANA STATE SENATE 

January 23, 1987 

The meeting of the Senate Public Health, Welfare~ and Safety 
Committee was called to order by Chairman Dorothy Eck on Jan-
uary 23, 1987, at 1 P.M. in Room 410 of the State Capitol. 

ROLL CALL: All members of the committee were present. 

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE BILL NO. 126: SENATOR ~UKE ~'lALKER, Dis
trict # 20, sponsor of the bill, introduced the reasons for this 
new concept in legislation: that a new industry is on the rise, 
arson; it is a difficult crime to prove in court, suspects are 
hard to find, laws are antiquated, and fire insurance is becom
ing more expensive. The bill sets up a network between the fire 
marshall and health facilities to track arson suspects. Because 
arsonists frequently burn themselves while setting fires, the bill 
will require that physicians report anyone suffering second or 
third degree burns over five percent or more of the body to the 
fire marshall. Physicians will have a fairly simple postcard to 
fill out. The program is working well in New York and several 
other states, and the insurance industry supports the bill. 

Physicians have some reservations about the bill and will pro
pose an amendment. Second degree burns will also involve child
ren and the fire marshall will take advantage of the reporting 
of these burns to develop better educational programs for children. 
Exhibit # 1. ~ 

PROPONENTS: Ray E. Blehm, State Fire Marshall, stated that he 
supports this program for the .,following reasons: New York has 
found the program to be helpful, the department would have a new 
access to tracking arsonists, they could better determine the 
type of burn education programs needed, and they could keep bet
ter track of fire deaths. Many of these now go unreported because 
people are unaware that they need to report fire-related deaths. 
Exhibit #2. 

Jerry Lindorf, Montana Medical Association, stated that doctors 
are willing to do the reports but would like to propose a small 
amendment. The bill currently asks for two reports, one to the 
fire marshall and one to the Justice Department. Since the fire 
marshall is a part of the Justice Department, he suggests that 
only one report is necessary. 

Vern Lrickson, Montana Fireman's Association, stated that he thinks 
the program will be beneficial. 

Henry Lohr, Montana State Volunteer Firefighters association, 
stated that a better means of tracking information is needed to 
deter people who engage in arson practices. 
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OPPONENTS: James F. Ahrens, Montana Hospital Association, dislikes 
the bill because hospitals already have to report numerous injuries 
such as child abuse and gunshot wounds. Five percent burns are not 
large and most would be household, farm and industrial accidents. 
Hospitals may violate confidentiality statutes by reporting these 
burns, and this bill does not protect them from liability. He asked 
if all this presupposes criminal activity. 

DISCUSSION OF SENATE BILL # 126: Sen. Rassmussen: Mr. Lindorf, 
what can you tell us about the confidentiality issue? 
Ans: Confidentiality statements become an exception, thus pro
viding immunity. 

Sen. Himsl: Mr. Blehm, What is the evidence of the number of fires 
in which arson is blamed? 
Ans: Montana has no data on this, as some other states do. We are 
trying to improve ways of tracking arsonists and getting convictions. 
Arsonists endanger both firefighters' and civilians' lives. 

Sen. Eck: Do we have a standard amendment addressing the immunity 
issue? 
Ans: Karen Renne: Yes, I've drafted several this session. 

Sen Eck: Mr. Ahrens, would you be willing to meet with Karen 
Renne to draft an amendment. 
Ans: Yes. 

Sen. Walker: In closing, I feel that the reporting of gunshot 
wounds is not quite compatible with the intent of this bill. I 
would like to remind everyone of the two-prong thrust of this bill, 
of tracking arsonists and providing better statistics for fire pre
vention education. 

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE BILL #105: SENATOR MATT HIMSL, District #3, 
bill sponsor, stated that the Medical Legal Panel was founded in 
1977 to review malpractice claims. The panel consists of three 
doctors, three lawyers, with a chairman approved by the Chief Jus
tice. Funding is handled through a trust fund created by an annual 
surcharge on all health care providers. This legislation will de
termine the reasonableness of the surcharge by an annual audit. It 
will make sure that assessments are based of the number of cases 
and are fair and that health care providers are comfortable with 
the assessment. 
PROPONENTS: 
Jerry Lindorf, Montana Medical Association, stated that the fund 
is now subject to audit, but that it may be done privately, and 
not by the legislative auditor. The bill establishes that the leg-
islative auditor does the job and that the surcharges are fair. ~ 
The Medical Association supports the bill. The criteria for audit
ing are not yet established and there is a question as to whether 
the panel is a state agency. So far there have b8en no problems 
or improprieties with reviews that have been done. 
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James Ahrens, MT. Hospital Association, stated that the association 
supports the bill. 

Sen. Jacobson: Is the Dental Association included and does this 
involve any name change? 
Ans: Mr. Lindorf: No to both questions. 

Sen. Himsl: I have a narrative report of what has happened 
with the panel for anyone who has questions. Exhibit # 1. 

DISPOSITION OF SENATE BILL NO. 105: Sen. Jacobson: I move a 
DO PASS on S.B. 105. 

The DO PASS was unanimous. 

The meeting adjourned at 2:45~ 

CHAIRMAN 

" 
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G.\iL S. SHAFFER 

SECR£T/,RY' )~- STATF. 

STATEOF NEW YORK 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ALBANY. N.Y. 12231 

September 5, 1985 

SENATE HEALTH & WELFA1f~ 

EXHIBIT no _ .1---- .-
[)ATL/~~ -% 7 

~L? 102-~ Bill NO._~L2t:..-!..,.,.~=---

TO: Physicians, Hospital Administrators, Emergency Room Heads, 
Medical Facility Directors 

FROM: 

SUB.JECT: 

Francis A. McGarry, State Fire Administrator 

Compliance by physicians and medical facilities with §265. 26 of 
the New York State Penal Law regarding the reporting of burn 
injuries. 

Chapter 201 of the Laws of 1985 establishes a requirement for the 
reporting of certain burn injuries to the New York State Office of Fire Preven
tion and Control. 

This legislation, effective November 1, 1985, adds a new section 
265.26 of the Penal Law as follows: 

§265.26 Burn iniury and wounds to be reported. 

Every 'r=ase of a burn iniury or wound, where the victim sustained 
second or third degree burns to five percent or more of the body 
and/or any burns to the upper respiratory tract or laryngeal edema 
due to the inhalation of super-heated air, and every case of a burn 
injury or wound which is likely to or may result in death, shall be 
reported at once to the Office of Fire Prevention and Control. The 
State Fire Administrator shall accept the report and notify the proper 
investigatory agency. A written report shall also be provided to the 
Office of Fire Prevention and Control within 72 hours. The report 
shall be made by (a) the physician attending or treating the case, or 
(b) the manager, superintendent or other person in charge whenever 
such case is treated in a hospital sanitarium or other medical facility. 

The intentional failure to make such report is a class A misdemeanor. 

This statute W"S enacted in an effort to combat arson through the 
rapid identification and apprehension of suspected arsonists who may suffer 
burn injuries during the commission of their crimes. The statute will also pro
vide a burn injury data base from which effectlve burn prevention and fire 
safety education programs may be developed. 
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BILL i/O. S' f3 !::J (. 
The statute is explicit in reqUIrmg immediate reports of bUl'l~ 

injuries and written reports within 72 hours. To facilitate the reporting of 
hurn injuries, the Office of Fire Prevention and ConJrol has a toll-free tele
phone, 1-S00-:H5-5Sl1, answered 24 hours a day and is providing postage-paid 
burn injury report forms. Enclosed are report formes) and informational ma
terials ~n burn injury reporting. 

The procedures for reporting burn injuries are as follows: 

7. Immediately call the New York State Office of Fire Prevention and 
Control's 24-hoLirs hotline at: 

7-800-345-5871 

2. Tell the operator you af'e reporting a burn iniury and give the 
operator the fol/owing information. 

A. Victim's name, address and date of birth 
B. A ddress where burn injury occurred 
C. Date and time of burn injury 
D. Degree of burns and percent of body burned 
E. Area(s) of body injured 
F. Injury severity 
C. Apparent cause of burn injury 
H. Name and address of reporting facility 
I. A ttending physician 

3. Complete the Burn Injury Report Form within 72 hours and submit 
it to: 

Burn Injury Reporting System 
New York State Department of State 

Office of Fire Prevention and Control 
162 Washington A venue 

Albany, NY 72231 

Participation in the burn injury reporting system by yourself ;mc1/ 
or your staff will ensure compliance with the law and aid in documenting burn 
injuries and the reduction of arson incidence in the State of New York. 

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. For additional 
report forms. information or questions, please contnct: 

FAM: ed 

Enclosures 

New Yor1 .. State Department of State 
Office of Fire Prevention and Control 

162 Washington Avenue 
Albany, NY 12231 

(518) 464-6746 



REPORT ALL BURN INJURIES IMMEDIATELY: 1-800-~111 t 
NYS DEPARTMENT OF STATE OFFICE OF FIRE PREVENTION AND CONTROL 

_.ILI ri .;;. Yh .. Lr. IlL.. 

FO~LISE;.G'I:-\'-
Burn Injury Report (File within 72 hours) 

D',HiBi1 :" I 
",( 

DATW-=-
c::iN~OL!_ £- !7 

Print or Type - ...... I J-J 1...1 I 
1) VICTIM'S NAME (Last, First, M.I.) ra)SEX BlllM1In 

,$~ OF.I\If.W4...L 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I U FEMALE I I I r I 

, -

3) VICTIM'S ADDRESS (Number, Street) 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I .1 I I I I I I I I 
CITY, TOWN, POST OFFICE STATE ZIP CODE 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I .1 i J .1 i 
4) ADDRESS WHERE BURN OCCURRED (Number, Street) 

I I I I I I J J J1 II I I I I I I I I I I I J 1 L I I I I I I I I I I I I 
CITY,TOWN, POST OFFICE COUNTY STATE ZIP CODE 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I J J 1 I I I I I 
5) DATE OF INJURY 6) TIME OF INJURY 7) PERCENT BURNED \8) DEGREE(S) OF BURN(S) 

I I I I I I I I I I 
HRS. % o 1 st 0 2nd 0 3rd 

9) AREA(S) OF BODY INJURED 10) INJURY SEVERITY (Place appropriate number In box) 
1 0 FACE, HEAD 6 0 LEG 1 MODERATE (treated and released) 
20 NECK, SHOULDER 70 FOOT 2 SERIOUS (hospitalized) 
3 0 CHEST, ABDOMEN 80 ARM 3 LIFE THREATENING (death is imminent and/or probable) D 40 BACK, BUTIOCKS 90 HAND 4 DEAD ON ARRIVAL 
50 GROIN, GENITALS 10 0 INTERNAL 

11) APPARENT CAUSE OF BURN INJURY (Place appropriate number in box) 
1 CHEMICAL - Contact or exposure to reactive, caustic, corrosive or irritating substance 
2 CONTACT W/ HOT OBJECT - Woodstove, stovepipe, furnace,lron, steampipe, exhaust pipe, etc. 
3 COOKING - Stove, oven, hotplate, barbecue, hot grease 
4 ELECTRICAL - Electrocution, electrical equipment and flash burns 
5 EXPLOSIVE - Gun powder, TNT, dynamite 
6 FIREWORKS - Sparklers, firecrackers, rockets, smoke bombs, etc. 
7 FLAMMABLE LIQUIDS -Ignition of flammable/combustible liquids such as gasoline, kerosene, diesel fuel, jet fuel, lighter fluid, etc. 
8 GAS/v APOR EXPLOSION - Ignition of flammable gases or the explosion of flammable liquid vapors 
9 HOT LIQUID - Hot water, coffee, tea, hot food, hot tar, melted plastiC, etc, 

10 OTHER OPEN FLAME - Welding, matches, lighter, torch, etc. 
11 OUTSIDE FIRES - Grass and brush, forest, bonfires, dump, trash and refuse fires, etc. 
12 RADIATION - Burns caused by contact or exposure to any radioactive materials 
13 STEAM - Caused by escaping steam from radiators, boilers, pipes, etc. 
14 STRUCTURE FIRE - Any uncontained burning within a structure,lncluding smoking accidents, trash fires, etc. 0 15 SUNBURN - Exposure to ultraviolet light, including sun lamps 
16 VEHICLE FIRE - Car, truck, plane, boat, tractor, lawnmower, etc., carburator and engine fires, etc. 

12) REPORTING FACILITY 113) P,F:..I .. " 
I I I I II j II J J 1 J I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I . 1 .1 '1. 

14) ADDRESS OF REPORTING FACILITY (Number, Street) 

I 1 ll.1 J J .1 J 1 J 1 I 1 J J I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 
CITY, TOWN, POST OFFICE STATE ZIP CODE 

I I I I I I I I I I I IJJ I I I I 1 I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 
15) NAME OF ATIENDING PHYSICIAN (Last, First, M.I.) 

ILL I I I II I I I I I I I I 1 I I I I II J .II 1 1 I I I I I I I I I I 
16) PERSON FILLING OUT REPORT (Signature) 17) DATE OF REPORT 

X J J J I J 
362703-001 18/85''-_----, ___ _ 

..... ' , .... , .... ' ,,,.,,. 

- 0 .. Z m 

5 :r: I- ...J 
...J 

X <C c:; ') LIJ 0 
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DATe. _./ -:.-2 "3 -J ? 
_<?~G~~.,-=6 __ t:;:_ BILL NO._ ~ - -

Senator Himsl 
Page 2 

The fund is created by an annual surcharge levied 

on all health care providers; the assessment is set by 

the director and must be apportioned among physicians, 

hospitals and health care providers by group; The 

assessment must be proportionate to the respective per-

centage of total health care providers brought before the 

panel that each group constitutes. 

Any surplus funds over and above administrative 

costs shall be retained by the director and carried 

forward to reduce subsequent assessments. 

The present law allows for an audit but this 

legislation proposes that the audit determine the adequacy, 

sufficiency and reasonableness of the surcharge or 

assessment. 

A copy of the audit must be presented to the 

supreme court and the cost of the audit to be paid by the 

panel. The first audit to be conducted for the two fiscal 

years ending June 30, 1987. 



.,. ........ r"' 

:t~?~l~~··~~ifl.;:·:i;F~~,·:'f~,?,'~ :1;: 

'~h' ',' i~t*f~"'';'\('''~\~'-''~~~:r'' ""t~~'"+'""" . ' .... ' .... " ..... ,\ . ... \ 

.~ .,. ··i"~;:""~~~l;i~'~+.~': :~~2:,~G'~l)~~:Xi ." ·':.t:'4~·" 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

.~,. .~~I.'" MONTANA:-C .. ,.~". SEN".TE hC/1L.i11 '" v~lLfAin::· 

DEPARTMENT Of JUSTICE £XH1BIT NO. --2~-
"~.\,.. FIRE MARSHAL BUREAU :;., DATE / -.;2 3 - g 2 

Room 171. Seoll 11.'1 Buddin," )0) North Robon •• H~I.n., Mont.n. 59620 (406) ••• ·2060 BIU NO, 5..8 I ~ C 
.. ;. .. 

" , 
'.' .... ~~:§. .. ,;..;~ 
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"F .:t,: .. 
Fritz O:<Behr -.Administrator 
Law EnfoicementServices Division 
Ray E. Blehm, Jr. - Chief 
Fire Marshal Bureau 
December 4, 1986 

RE: Proposed Lagislation 

At the Bureau staff meeting of December 2 and 3rd, 1986, we 
discussed the new burn reporting legislation in effect in New 
York State. All of the staff agceed that such legislation would 
be of value for us in Montana. 

the New York legislation requires a report of any burn which is 
in excess of five per cent of total body area immediately by 
phone with a written form forwarded within 72 hours by mail. 

. .~ ~;., . 
Because of cost and staffing requiremen tr .. ·i t was agreed tha t we 
would only use the mail~riotification ~o~tion of the' New Y~rk 
concept and that qo budge~ adjustment would be required.' 

This legislation would benefit us in two ways. The statistical 
profile would help us in developing burn prevention programs and 
would give us data to help spot suspects in arson fires, as often 
times an arsonist will get burned to some degree in the setting 
of a fire. Currently, to obtain this information from doctors or 
hospitals, a subpoena is required. 

As per our discussion, I am this day'going to contact Kimberly A. 
Kradolfer, Assistant Attorney General,. to discuss this proposal. 
Thank you for. your assistance in this matter. 

For you r i n for mat ion, I h a v eat t a'c he d cop i e s 0 f the mat e ria 1 w e 
have received from the New York state office of Fire Prevention 
and Control. 

REB:alv 

.~~~.:--. 

·:~;1·»·'· 
~' :.. . 

. ~:;':~ .. 
:it::' . 



(Please Post) 

It's the lawr 
1-800-345-5811 FOROFPCUSEONLY 

-

-----=::~~~R~nN. URIES IMMEQlATEl y, CONTROLI REPORT ALL BURN ~~N AND CONTROL 
--- FIRE PREVEN BlRTH 

TATEOFFICEOF • 2 hours), __________ ~ 2) DATE OF NYS DEPART!,ENT R~port (File within 7 - _L ______ _ ~~~~t~!U~r~y-t=Fi~rsl~.Mu.UI.)---------- ___ ~_._._. __ 1) VICTIM'S NAME (Las, 

3) VICTIM'S ADDRESS (Number, Street) 

N POST OFFICE 

CITY, TOW , ber Street) 
4) ADDRESS WHERE BURN OCCURRED (Num , 

ZIP CODE 

8) DEGREE(SlOO 0 3rd 
O 2nd_ 

ERCENT BURNED o/c L~:::::...:1~S'~~ __ 
np •. "m,,",',bo,' "~-:-:---Ii6inMe(3FiiN~JUiuRR)y-;--- --+-::-::-:;;;;emm~~a~c~~e appropnate n - "TIME OF! HRS. YSEVERITY(~. 01 ",odl 

")lNJUR ""o."d cod, OOblo) 
1 MOD;~~~hoSPilaIiZed) h is imminent and/or pro 

FBURN(S) 

LEG 
FOOT 
ARM 
tiAND 

2 SERI ATENiNG (deal 

4 DEAD 
RNAL 

3 LlFETHO~~RRIVAL __________ ~ I 

ber in box) b lance opri~le num ive or irritatin~ su S xhaust pipe, etc . • . 'SIIC, corros iron slea~ , e 
:C"'''l. furnace, , 

'~.~ ,~. ,. 

"'-~'.S hb .. UP· 
"'t "'. 

. I lighter fluid, etc. I fuel lei fue , ' ,. II, diese • ." "'Ii'. 

Call the NYS Office of Fire PreVention and ContrOl 
24-hour tOil-free hotline: 

1-800 -3.:.;5-5811 

• 2nd and 3rd degree burns 5 PERCENT OR MORE S.B.A. 
• Burns to the UPPER RESPIRATORY TRACT 

• LARYNGEAL EDEMA due to inhalation of super-heated air • Any burn Which may result in death 

·Sectlon 265.26 of Ihe Ne .. York Slale Pena' La .. 
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REPORT All BURN INJURIES IMMEDIATELY: 1-aoo-34S-5811 
NYS DEPARTM ENT OF STATE OFFICE OF FIRE PREVENTION AND CONTROL 
Burn Injury Report (File within 72 hours) 
Print or Type 

1) VICTIM'S NAME (Last, First, 1.1.1.) SEX 0 MALE 
o FEMALE 

4) ADDRESS WHERE BURN OCCURRED (Number, Street) 

HRS. % 

FOR OFPC USE ONL Y 

CONTROL. 

AREA(S) OF BODY INJURED 
1 0 FACE, HEAD 60 LEG 

70 FOOT 
B 0 ARM 
90 HAND 

10) INJURY SEVERITY (Place appropriate number In box) 
1 MODERATE (treated and released) 

2 0 NECK, SHOULDER 
3 0 CHEST, ABDOMEN 
4 0 BACK, BUTTOCKS 
5 0 GROIN, GENITALS 10 0 INTERNAL 

11) APPARENT CAUSE OF BURN INJURY (Place appropriate number in box) 

2 SERIOUS (hospitalized) 
3 LIFE THREATENING (death Is Imminent and lor probable) D 
4 DEAD ON ARRIVAL 

1 CHEMICAL - Contact or exposure to reactive, caustic, corrosive or Irritating substance 
2 CONTACT WI HOT OBJECT - Wood stove. stovepipe, furnace, Iron, steam pipe, exhaust pipe, etc. 
3 COOKING - Stove, oven, hotplate, barbecue, hot grease 
4 ELECTRICAL - Electrocution, electrical equipment and fiashburns 
5 EXPLOSIVE - Gun powder, TNT, dynamite • 
a FIREWORKS - Sparklers, firecrackers, rockets, smoke bombs, etc, 
7 FLAMMABLE LIQUIDS - Ignition of fiammable/combustible liquids such as gasoline, kerosene, diesel fuel, Jet fuel,lIghter fluid, etc. 
a GAS IV APOR EXPLOSION - Ignition offlammable gases or the explosion of fiammable liquid vapors 
9 HOT LIQUID - Hot water, coffee, tea, hot food, hot tar, melted plastic, etc. 

10 OTHER OPEN FLAME - Welding, matches, lighter, torch, etc, 
11 OUTSIDE FIRES - Grass and brush, forest, bonfires, dump, trash and refuse fires, etc. 
12 RADIATION - Burns caused by contact or exposure to any radioactive materials 
13 STEAM - Caused by escaping steam from radiators, boilers, pipes, etc, 
14 STRUCTURE FIRE - Any uncontalned burning within a structure, including smoking accidents, trash fires, etc. D 
15 SUNBURN - Exposure to ultraviolet light, including sun lamps 
16 VEHICLE FIRE - Car, truck, plane, boat, tractor, lawn mower, etc., carburator and engine fires, etc, 

12) REPORTING FACILITY 

362703-001 (8/85) Authority: Section 265.26 NYS Penal law 

., 



2i SIREN I November I December 1986 

November 1, 1986, marked 
the first anniversary of New 
York State's Burn Injury 
Reporting System CNY-BIRS). 
Since its inception, over 
5,30f) burn injuries were 
reported to the Department 
of State's Office of Fire 
Pr8vention and Control 
COFPC). 

The main purpose of 
NY-SIRS is to combat arson 
through speedier identifica
tion and apprehension of 
suspected arsonists, many of 
whom suffer burns in the 
course of their crime. To 
date, at least eight arson 
arrests were directly 
attributed to NY-SIRS; and 
five assault and child abuse 
arrests. Figure 1 shows the 
number of burns reported by 
month since NY-SIRS was 

" irrpl emented. 
NY-SIRS groups all causes 

of burns into 16 categories. 
Analysis of burn injury data 
revealed a remarkable 
consistency In the causes of 

. Injuries in each of the 12 
months. The top four were 
hot liquids, cooking, 
contact burns and structure 
fires. 

The leading cause cate
gory 'NaS hot i iquios, with 
approximately 33 percent. 
The most affected age group 
for these burns were 1- and 
2-year olds; accounting for 
nearly 30 percent of the 
Injuries. When ages 0 to 9 
years were grouped together 
for this category, approxi
mately 50 percent of the 
burn Injuries were accounted 
for. A large amount oc
curred either between 1200 
to 1300 hours (noon to 

IIIIJI 1: OOpn) or 1800 to 1 gOO 
hours (6:00pn to 7:00pn). 

NUMBEr! 
OF 

aURNS 
REPORTED 

FIGURE 1 

NOV OCt JAN FEil IWI 

The combined total of all 
fire and flame-related 
categories (flammable 
liquids, gas/vapor explo
sion, other open flame, 
outside fires, structure 
fires and vehicle fires) 
made up the second leading 
cause Injuries. The age 
group most affected by the 
fire/flame category was the 
20-29 year olds, accounting 
for nearly 30 percent of the 
injuries In this cause 
group. 

To facil itate burn 
reporting, OFPC has set up a 
toll-free number (1-800-
345-5811) that is mannec 
24-hours a day, 7-days a 
week. When a call Is 
received by an operator, the 
required infonmation is 
Immediately logged In. The 
county where the burn Injury 
occurred is then notified. 

APR HAY ..Uf .All AUG SCi' OCT 

MONTH 

This is usually done through 
the county fire control 
center, but in some areas it 
may be the sheriff's depart
ment or the fire marshal's 
office. The control center 
relays the infonmation to 
the appropriate investiga
tory agency. 

Within 72-hours of 
providing treatment, physi
cians and/or health care 
facilities are required to 
submit a burn injury report 
fonm (SIRF) to OFPC. When 
the SIRF is received, it is 
reviewed for carpleteness, 
matched up with the tele
phone report and issued a 
control number. 

Public fire/arson inves
tigators can make inquiries 
on burn injuries, such as 
burn Injuries in a county or 
surrounding counties or in a 
particular period of time. 
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Investigators are urged to 
util ize NY-SIRS to develop 
leads. 

Inquiries can be made 
24-hours a day by telephon
Ing (518) 474-6746. For 
Indepth or extended search
es~ however~ it is recommen
ded that calls be made 
Monday through Friday, 
8:00am to 5:00pm. 

Chapter 201 of the Laws 
of 1985 requires the report
ing of burn injuries to 
OFPC. A ne~ section of New 
York's Penal Law (Section 
265.26) was added requiring, 
"evep':! c..ase of a burn injury 
or wour~, where the victim 
3ust~ined second or third 
degree burns to five percent 
or more of the body and/or 
any burns to the upper 
~€spiratory tract or lary
ngeaZ edema due to the 
inhalation of super-heated 

air; and every case of a 
burn injury or wound which 
is likely to or may result 
in death, shall be reported 
at once to the Office of 
Fire Prevention and Control. 
The State Fire Administrator 
shaU accept the 2'eport and 
notify the proper investiga
tory agency. A wri tten 
report shall also be pro
vided to the Office of Fire 
Prevention and Control 
within 72 hours (see Figure 
2). The report shall be 
made by (a) the physician 
attending or treating the 
case; or (b) the manager, 
superintendent or other 
person in charge, whenever 
such case is treated in a 
hospital, sanitarium, 
institution or other medical 
faci Zi ty. " 

The law also authorized 
and empowerd fire and/or 

v~OVembe(18~Ce'mb~erT§w1fuIRf3 
E' ,--'-----

:~:~NO 15[t;~ 
pol ice investigatory unIts 
to investigate any case 0la 
burn injury or wound 
sustained as reported pur
suant to Section 265.?6 oJ 
the Penal Law. Intention 
failure to submit. a repor 
Is a Class A misdemeanor. 

The law was endorsed bl 
Secretary of State Gail S 
Shaffer, State Fire Adminis
trator Francis A. MCGarrYI 
and the New York State Ar n 
Soard. It was brought about 
through the actions of thl 
New York City Fire Depart 
ments' Sureau of Fire 
Investigation and the North-

'west Bronx Cannunity ar:d I 
Clergy Coal ition. 

From NY-SIRS, analysis of 
data, such as the above, In 
be used to develop meanin 
ful burn prevention groups. 
Vie in the fire serv i ce .halP 
along way to go to rec' ',' 
the staggering number o~ 
burn injuries in New York 
State. Alone, this WOUldr 
almost an impossible task 
but with the help of the 
medical community, educatls 
and c~nlty groups we c 
reduce burn injuries. 

For further infonmation 
on NY -S IRS, contact the I 
Office of Fire Prevention 
and Control's Arson Techni
cal Assistance Unit 
484-6746. 

SUB~~ ITTED SY: 
Richard P. Rogozinski I 
Fie ld Rep2'esentative I 

(Arson) , 

I 
I 
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NY STATE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
FIRE PREVENTION 

BURN INJURY REPORTING SYSTEM 

*** SUMMARY STATISTICS *** 
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SENATE BILL #105 Senator Himsl 

AUDIT MEDICAL PANEL 

Montana Medical Panel was established in 19¥ for 

the purpose of reviewing all malpractice claims or claims 

against health care providers; the panel is attached to 

the Supreme Court for administrative purpose only. 

A director is appointed a~ the Executive Director 

of the Montana Medical Association, with approval of the 

Chief Justice, and his salary and tenure is set by the 

Executive Director, again subject to approval by the 

Chief Justice. 

The six-member panel composed of health care providers 

licensed in Montana sit in review of each case; 3 panel members 

are physicians, 3 are attorneys -- if the claim is against 

physicians. If the claim is against health care facilities, 

two of the panel must be administrators of the same type 

facility, one member a physician and 3 attorneys. 

Panel members are selected from nominees by the 

professional organizations; they are paid $40 per hour plus 

expenses. 

Funding is by trust with no money reverting to the 

I 
I 
i 
I 
I 

1 
II 

I 
general fund; the fund shall be open to audit by the legislativ...l 

auditor. I 
I 



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

...... JAl~v.~~~ ... ~~ ........................... 1 9~1 .... . 
..., MR. PRESIDENT 

We, your committee on ...... p.u.nr.Ic .. m:At..'ll.I./ ... lmLPAm:: .. A."'fD .. SAF.£~X ............................................. . 

having had under consideration················.s~AT.E .. DILL. ............................................................ No .. ~Q? ...... . 

----]~~aiP.SSl~!.!--- reading copy ( VnIrrr: 
color 

LEGISu\TIVI.: A1JDITS OF MONTlClA MI:DIClJ..LEGAL PAHEL 

Respectfully report as follows: That.··········Sm-lA1'E .. BILL ............................................................ No.10.5 ........ . 

DO PASS 1:1 • _ __ _ 

...................................................................................... 

Oorothy Bck Chairman. 




