MINUTES OF THE MEETING
NATURAL RESOURCES SUBCOMMITTEE
50TH LEGISLATIVE SESSION
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

The meeting of the Natural Resources Subcommittee was
called to order by Chairman Swift on February 6, 1987,
at 8:10 a.m. in room 317 of the State Capitol.

ROLL CALL: All subcommittee members were present.
Also present were Carl Schweitzer, Senior Fiscal
Analyst, from the Office of the Legislative Fiscal
Analyst (LFA) and Karen Vollstedt, Budget Analyst, from
the Office of Budget and Program Planning (OBPP).

Tape 63A
DEPARTMENT OF FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS

Mr. Flynn, director, Department of Fish, Wildlife, and
Parks (FW&P) distributed to subcommittee members the
following material requested by members:

EXHIBIT 1: Survey Efficiency of Wildlife
Populations

EXHIBIT 2: Information memo on the nongame
wildlife program

EXHIBIT 3: Lands owned by the FW&P

EXHIBIT 4: Taxes paid by FW&P, by region and
county

EXHIBIT 5: Brochure on Project Wild

Mr. Flynn continued his presentation on division
budgets.

Parks Division

Differences with LFA

(4) Canyon Ferry road maintenance, in answer to a
question from Rep. Devlin, Mr. Flynn said the
department maintains eleven miles of road at Canyon
Ferry. He said the department is also scheduled to
straighten a portion of that road.

(6) Slash disposal at park site to prevent injury to
the public, Mr. Flynn explained that two law suits have
been filed against the department by persons using the




. park sites. Both law suits involve dead limbs falling
and injuring a recreationist.

(7) Increased security services, Sen. Smith asked what
the department spent in the past. Mr. Flynn reported
that in FY 86 the department spent $8,873 on security.

(9) Printing of the SCORP, computer aided graphics for
the Design and Construction Bureau, Mr. Flynn said this
is a report of the recreation activities that have
taken place in the last five years and what the trend
will be for those type of recreation activities for the
next five years. The department needs this document to
meet federal requirements to receive land and water
conservation funding.

(12) Equipment, Mr. Flynn reminded the subcommittee
that last session a revolving account was set up for
the snowmobile program. It was up set with the
anticipation that the department would be spending
approximately $100,000 a year to keep snowmobile
equipment replaced. The snowmobile portion of the gas
tax pays for this equipment.

Don Hyyppa, Administrator, Parks Division, said the
department has 20 snow machines, which cost about
$80,000 each. The machines are of varying ages. Mr.
Hyyppa said that if the department is going to keep 20
machines going on a replacement cycle of one a year,
some of the machines will be 15-20 years old when they
are replaced. The machines get heavy use.

Rep. Devlin asked if the 20 machines require a large
labor force. Mr. Flynn said that most machines are
operated by local snowmobile clubs. The department
. doesn't use many FTE's for this purpose.

In answer to a question from Carl, Mr. Flynn said that
the department has more requests from snowmobile clubs
than they can fund.

EXHIBIT 6: Legislative Appropriations/Budget Request
Mr. Flynn distributed to members a chart showing parks
operations FY 84 through FY 89.

EXHIBIT 7: Current Level Comparison, 1987 vs. 1989
Biennium Mr. Flynn distributed a chart in his
discussion of Adjustment 3, Transfer functions to field
services. The department recommends transferring park
support services to the Field Services Division. The
request includes two new FTEs.




Administration

Mr. Flynn pointed out that the legal staff of the
department is in the administration. There are two
attorneys whose salaries and benefits are $101,980 a
year. In 1983 the department received the authority to
hire additional legal help to work on the water filings
on a $30,000 contract.

Sen. Boylan complained that the water rights defense is
costing ranchers a lot of money. Mr. Flynn replied
that the agriculture community is being told by an
attorney in Bozeman that the department is using public
trust doctrine in the filing of the Bean Lake water
right. Mr. Flynn said that that is not true.

Chairman Swift said that he understood FW&P and the
Department of Natural Resources and Conservation (DNRC)
are approaching litigation in relationship to rules and
the process of the water court. Mr. Flynn replied that
that was correct.

Sen. Boylan said that the ranchers and farmers cannot
afford this water rights situation.

Tape 64A

Mr. Flynn said that the first time the subject of Bean
Lake was brought up was not from a state agency. He
reported that the department is not using the public
trust doctrine on the Bean Lake case. The department
owns 260,000 acres and has water rights with that
acreage. Sen. Boylan asked why the whole case was
involved around Bean Lake. Mr. Flynn said he did not
understand it.

Sen. Boylan said it seems as if government agencies are
out to "submarine" the water adjudication process.

EXHIBIT 8: FW&P, FTE Request to Replace Contracted
Services Mr. Flynn explained that the department
recently had an audit by the Internal Revenue Service
(IRS). The audit had to do with the contracts that the
department administers. The IRS has identified the
activities listed on the sheet of paper. According to
IRS rules regarding what the department can do under
contracts, the IRS has informed the department that
these contracted activities can no longer be carried
under contracted services. Mr. Flynn said that the
purpose is for the IRS to collect taxes on previously
unreported income.




Sen. Smith MOVED to accept the FTE request to replace
centracted services. Motion passed unanimously

Testimony

Robert VandeVere, citizen, Helena area: Mr. VandeVere
requested an additional 1.5 FTEs in the game warden
department. He testified that many more out-of-staters
are hunting and fishing in Montana. This will make
more problems for the landowners. Mr. VandeVere asked
for additional game wardens to help protect the
landowners.

EXECUTIVE ACTION

Centralized Services (EXHIBIT #9, REVISED WORKSHEET)

Rep. Manuel MOVED to accept the executive budget for
items 1 through 5 on worksheet; also to accept two

adjustments~-{(1l) transfer of all insurance costs to

Centralized Services, and (2) appropriation authority
to allow for deposits of indirect cost reimbursements
to the general fund. Motion passed unanimously.

Modifications

6. MOD, Vehicle Fund Transfer: Carl explained that
when the department purchases cars, they charge out the
use of that car based on the price of the car when they
paid for it. When that car is replaced in 1987, the
department may have to pay $10,000 to replace that car,
but they are only able to recoup the purchase price.
Carl said that the department wants an appropriation
for the price difference between the purchase price of
the vehicle and the replacement price.

Rep. Devlin asked how many vehicles the department is
talking about. Mr. Flynn replied that there will be

about 53 vehicles the first year of the biennium and 54
vehicles the second year. He said the vehicles are on
an 85,000 mile turn around.

Rep. Spaeth asked if this transfer would become built
into the department base next session. Mr. Flynn
answered that it would.

Sen. Smith MOVED to accept MOD 6. Motion passed
unanimously.

Tape 64B



7. MOD, Internal Service Fund: Mr. Flynn suggested
that the subcommittee address this item at the end of
action on the FW&P budget.

- 8. MOD, Early License Drawing: Mr. Flynn recommended
this item be deleted. The department put this in the

budget fall of 1986. The Commission has since rejected
the early drawing. Sen. Smith MOVED not to accept MOD
8. Motion passed unanimously.

Field Services

Rep. Devlin MOVED to accept the executive budget on
Item 1. Motion passed unanimously.

Rep. Devlin MOVED to accept the executive budget on
Item 2. Motion passed unanimously.

Rep. Spaeth MOVED to accept the executive budget on
Items 3 and 4. Motion passed unanimously.

Rep. Devlin MOVED to accept the executive budget on
Item 5. Motion passed unanimously.

Chairman Swift explained that Item 6 is to be adjusted
to show $7,500. Rep. Devlin MOVED to accept Item 6 at
$7,500, the executive budget. Motion passed
unanimously.

7. Computer equipment. Carl explained that in 1986
the money that would have been spent on computers was
in all of the program budgets. The money now is going
to be consolidated into the Field Services budget to
purchase new computers. Sen. Smith MOVED to accept
executive budget on Item 7. Motion passed unanimously.

8. Copy machine. Chairman Swift explained that this
item is for four new machines. In answer to a question
from Rep. Devlin, Mr. Flynn explained that these would
be replacement machines for Kalispell, Bozeman,
Billings, and Glasgow. These four machines were
purchased in 1981. Sen. Smith MOVED to accept
executive budget on Item 8. Motion passed unanimously.

9. Game damage equipment. Carl explained that this
item is for equipment to help prevent game damage.
Sen. Smith MOVED to accept the executive budget on Item
9. Motion passed, with Rep. Devlin voting no.

Adjustments

Rep. Manuel MOVED to accept adjustments 1, 2, and 3.




1. Transfer all personal computer repair and
maintenance to Field Services.

2. Parks transfer of functions

3. Kalispell'headquafters rent while the new
building is being constructed.

Motion passed unanimously.

Modifications

MOD 10 -~ Mr. Flynn explained that as a clarification,
this item is not only the anticipated maintenance and
utilities at the two new headquarters at Bozeman and
Great Falls, but it is anticipating that the
Legislature will approve the construction of the
headquarters at Billings and Kalispell. The Long Range
Building Committee has not approved the two new
headquarters yet.

Sen. Smith asked if the item is over and above the
department's present maintenance and utilities costs.
Mr. Flynn replied that it is.

Rep. Manuel MOVED to recommend executive budget MOD 10,
(depending on the reaction of the Long Range Building
Committee to the two new headquarters, the MOD may have
to be adjusted). Motion passed unanimously.

MOD 11 requests .5 FTE clerical in '88 and one FTE in
'89. Rep. Devlin asked what the extra FTE was for.
Mr. Flynn explained that this is increased office staff
at the regional headquarters in Great Falls, Billings,
Miles City, and Glasgow. Mr. Flynn said there is
increased workload, more typing that is required, and
general office work.

Rep. Devlin MOVED to not accept MOD 1l1. Motion failed
with a tie vote, 3-3. Therefore, no subcommittee
action on MOD 11l.

MOD 12. Sen. Smith said that the block-management
program has been successful in getting a better

landowner-hunter relationship. Sen. Smith MOVED to
accept executive budget on MOD 12. Motion passed
unanimously. Rep. Manuel commented that the

subcommittee may study this item further before going
to the full appropriations committee.



Sen. Story asked if the department has any twin engined
aircraft. Mr. Flynn answered that the department has a
twin engine, 6-seater, purchased in 1983. The
department uses this plane primarily to fly personnel.
Sen. Story asked if the plane was used for out of state
trips. Mr. Flynn replied that it has gone to Canada.
Rep. Devlin asked the department to furnish him the
twin engine airplane's log.

The meeting adjourned at 11:25 a.m.
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Natural Resources Subcommittee
Exhibit 1

Survey Efficiency of Wildlife Populations

The department conducts aerial surveys on a number of wildlife
species. The efficiency of these surveys varies depending upon
the species, habitat, time of year and type of aircraft used,

Its important to recognize that in many cases we do not attempt
to count every animal, but rather establish trends within
geographic areas. This survey information is then utilized to
formulate overall population status. The department has been
intensifying its efforts in order to utilize computer modeling of
wildlife populations. It has long been recognized that we can
neither afford time, effort or money needed to totally count all
wildlife in this state.

Survey Efficiency

Elk-Winter Survey Deer
Northwest Montana 40-502 Helicopter - 46%Z - 567 Mtns
Southwest Montana 75-807% 66% - 807 prairie

Fixed Wing 64% - 757% prairie

Antelope
85%



Natural Resources Subcommittee
Exhibit 2

Montana Department of
Fish Wildlife (R Parks

Office Memorandum

Ron Marcoux 2/24/8¢6

TO : DATE:

FROM Dennis Flath

SUBJECT: Your Information Pequest

1. Funding levels for the nongame program are as follows:

Year Amount source
FY75 §27,000 State only
FY76 Unknown State only
FY77 29,000 State only
FY78 37,000 State only
FY?79 40,000 State only
FY80 40,000 State only
FY81 44,000 (1:3) State & PR
FYsg2 48,000 (1:3) State & PR
FY83 53,000 (1:3) State & PR
FY84 54,000 (1:3) State & PR
FY85 58,000 State only -
FY86 53,000 Tax X & PR
sY§7 5Y oo Toy %+ R

Note that the nongame budget appears to decrease in FYRA,
This is not a real decreacse because approximately §11,000 of
costs formerly borne by the program have been reassigned to ovthe.
projects, Thus, the nongame budget realized an effectivs
increase of $6,000 in FYR6,
2. Some nighlighted projects of the past are:
- Identified food habits of the burrowing owl,.
- Small mammal habitat association and distribution state-wide,

- Determined status of the white-tailed prairie dog.

~ Implemented a systematic sequence of nongame inventory on majot
Department—-owned lands,

- Established a system for detecting long-tern trends in diurnal
raptors (hawks and eagles).



- Began s8tatus investigations of western bluebirds and
ferruginous hawks.

- Ongoing interagency coordination of nongame and endangered
species' activities.

- Review of actions backed by Federally guaranteed loans for
impact on endangered species.

- Review impact of major developments on nongame wildlife,

- Participated in planning endangered species recovery goals and
procedures,

Established recovery program for peregrine falccrns,

Established research project on bald eagles,

3. Nongame wildlife is frequently benefited by other wildlife
management programs. Management of marshes for waterfowl is the
most often cited example bLecause of the wide variety of species
invalved, However, other examples exist which should be
recognized more often than they are:

a. Wildlife Management Areas: Most are managed for elk
winter range, Management is thus geared to enhancement,
stability, and productivity of native vegetation and habitats,
WMAs contain some of the very best examples of native habitats,
These sites support a rich community of nongame wildlife,

b. Stream protection: Water quality is of immense
importance to all life forms. Riparian and aquatic habitats are
essential to a wide range of species. Programs to protect water
quality, flow regimes, and riparian habitat provide essential
habitat to many nongame species,

c. General habitat protection: The Department
participates in a great many activities to protect wildlife
habitat. These are primarily for enhancement/protection of game
species, but benefits occur to nongame species as well., Examples
include working with FS/BLM on logging, grazing or mining plans,
timber sale review and associated silvicultural options, fencing,
stock-pond development, erosion control, road management,
reclamation, and mitigation. Department personnel also work with
rfrivate landowners to encourage maintenance of habitat quality
and conservation measures. Wherever and whenever the integrity
of native habitats is maintained, the entire wildlife community
is benefited, Habitat is a common denominator which cannot
distinguish between game and nongame.

4, Key species affected by ongoing programs include:



Waterfowl Management: Painted turtle
Willet
Yellow-headed blackbird
Western grebe
White pelican
Am., coot
Black-crowned night heron
Com. garter snake

WMAs: Merlin
Prairie falcon
Bald eagle
Preble's shrew
Veery
Olive-sided flycatcher
Sandhill crane '
Eastern kingbird
Am., goldfinch

Stream and riparian Great blue heron
proftection: Harlequin duck
Spoonhead sculpin
Spotted sandpiper
Tailed frog
Snapping turtle
Jumping mouse
N. water shrew
MacGillivrays warbler

General habitat Ferruginous hawk
protection: N. CGoshawk
Upland sandpiper
Merriam's shrew
Desert cottontail
Silver-haired bat
Rubber boa
Long-toed salamander



Montana ‘Department
of
Fish , ‘Wildlife R Parks

TO: Glenn Erickson -~ 12722/ 86
FROM: Dennis Flathlé;/

SUBJ: Income Tax Checkoff for Tax Year 1985

Following is the final summary of receipts for the nongame
program from the tax check-off and direct contributions,

Table 1. Income Tax Checkoff Performance for Nongame Wildlife in

Montana.
Tax Number  Number Participation Average  Checkoff Direct |
Year Eligible Donors Rate Donation - Income Donation
1983 175,000 6,630 3.8% $5.34 $35,427 $1,242
1984 174,913 6,182 3.5% 5.47 33,810 2,279
1985 366,690 L,146 1.1% T7T.69 31,869 2,28

The Department of Revenue will deduct $7884 for administrative costs,
This leaves $26,266 plus interest for the nongame program.

Table 2. Income Tax Checkoff Performance for Montana, Tax Year 1985.

Progranm Number Participation Checkoff Average
Name Donors Rate Income Donation
Nongame 4,146 1.1% $31,869 $7.69
Child Abuse 3,595 1.0% 27,086 T.53
Ag in Schools 1,317 0.4% 8,487 6.44

Total 9,058 2.5% 67,442 T7.45
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&
é;ﬁtgwaiian Monk Seal Recovery Team, of which a state biologist is a member, continued
;;'port for the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) "headstart" project for the
endangered Hawaiian monk seal. The project has demonstrated that weaned pups can be
reared in pens at Kure Atoll (in the northwestern Hawiian Islands) until they attain
a%healthy condition that is expected to enhance their survival after they leave the
p@ping ground. Enhancing survival and residence, especially of female pups, is in-
tended to increase the seal population at Kure.

Al iatic Resources staff also contribute to MNFS' program for the threatened Hawaiian
stock of green sea turtles. Reports of turtle sightings are forwarded to NMFS; state
sgaff are also tagging turtles for MNFS' ongoing biological investigations. Since 1982,
i 2re have been 260 turtles tagged with 24 tag recoveries. Review comments have been
3%bvided for the S5-year review of this species' status required by the Endangered

Species Act.

—

-
¥ NTANA

;gntana has had a Section 6 cooperative agreement with the US Fish & Wildlife Service
since 1979. Our current budget for endangered species is $150,000. The nongame pro-
¢..am has been in place since 1974 and has a current budget of $65,000. Appropriate
Pindlng for these programs would require about $1 million annually, with about two-
thirds directed to nongame and about one-third directed to endangered species. The
/ ibility of achieving this "idealized"” budget in the foreseeable future is prac-

G ly nonexistent.

¥orrthern Rocky Mountain Wolf

ﬂ%lf studies are currently focused in the North Fork of the Flathead drainage, although
wolf reports from other areas are also given attention. Two litters of pups have been
gycumented in the North Fork study area (1982 and 1984). Indications of pack activity
Whve also been documented. Much of this activity is in British Columbia, but ranges
south into Montana and Glacier National Park. One adult male has been radiocollared,
. n additional female was accidentally captured in a grizzly bear foot snare 4 miles
%prth of the US border. Radio locations on both marked wolves have ranged widely

through the North Fork area.

future plans are to continue investigating the wolf population size, structure, and
istribution in northwestern Montana. Live~-trapping and radio tracking efforts will

continue.

i!lack—footed Ferret

;. nitial efforts were directed at securing the cooperation and participation of land-
éﬁwners and the livestock industry in eastern Montana. Numerous meetings, at both the
state and local levels, resulted in a good working relationship with potentially af-
+fected parties. Consequently, we have been able to move forward with ferret surveys

¢ .nd prairie dog inventory work.

' gite intensive surveys in the most promising areas, no ferrets have been located
:.n Montana. Presently we are involved in evaluating 6-8 potential reintroduction

-



sites. These will be prioritized based on a Habitat Suitability Index. Once priority
ites have been identified, work will begin to prepare these areas for reintroduction.
;tual reintroduction is several years away and will depend on captive breeding success
in Wyoming.

our department has coordinated efforts of all agencies involved in ferret recovery
in Montana. This coordination will continue, as will our efforts to maintain good
relationships with landowners. These efforts have proven to be a very wise investment.

Peregrine Falcon

Reintroduction of peregrine falcons began in 1981 in southwestern Montana. Here we
are jointly involved with both Idaho and Wyoming using a core area to cluster hack
sites. In 1985 we will use three hack sites in Montana with a good chance of adding
a fourth. 1In 1983 we had a returning yearling male peregrine in the Centennial Valley.
In 1984, a pair occupied an old raven nest and successfully fledged two young. Cur-
rently three pairs of peregrines occupy wild eyries within the three-state area.

Planning and interagency coordination efforts are continuing. We now have an inven-
tory of known historic eyries and are beinning to check these for reoccupancy. Not
all sites will be checked each year; rather, the number of historic sites checked will
increase each year as their suitability and survey priorities are determined.

Caribou

Cur current caribou project will be short-term. We intend to devote some effort to

determine the status of caribou in Montana. We currently feel that only an occasional

"bou occurs in the state. This has been the pattern since about 1925 and we do

. anticipate any significant change. We also intend to evaluate habitat suitability

for recovery. Our department has recommended against listing the species for Montana

at this time since much of the information necessary to determine caribou status and
area suitability for recovery is not completed.

Grizzly Bear

Montana law does not provide a statutory category of "threatened.” The species 1is
currently managed as a game species with a controlled season in the northern part of
the state. Take is closely regulated, based on a quota system.

The department 1is currently developing a programmatic EIS on grizzly management, and
we are implementing an adjusted season structure. The preliminary draft of the EIS
is now out for public review. A final will be available in January 1986. We are con-
tinuing research projects along the Rocky Mountain Front and in the Cabinet Mountains.
- In addition, a new project in the South Fork of the Flathead will be initiated this
. year,

7 m—————

i Nongame

The 1983 legislature created a voluntary tax checkoff for a Nongame Wildlife Program.
* Through this program, each individual taxpayer who is required to fill out an income

tax return and who is entitled to a refund may contribute to the funding of nongame
wildlife programs in Montana by marking the appropriate box on the state income tax
s re’ .



% ‘generated by the tax checkoff by law may be used by the Department of Fish, Wild-
é irb parks upen the approval of the Fish and Game Commission to provide funding for:

a. research and education programs on nongame wildlife in Montana;
b. any management programs for nongame wildlife approved by the legis-
;i lature.

~- money collected may be used:

- a. for the purchase of any real property or,
b. in such a way to interfere with the production on or management of

: private property.

Anticipated tax checkoff revenues available in the biennium will be:
£ Calendar year 1984 $27,819
- Calendar year 1985 $32,000
Calendar year 1986 $32,000
- Total $91,819

% e 1985 legislature amended the tax checkoff law to allow participation by all persons
%ho file a tax return, regardless of whether they are entitled to a refund.

*~tivities funded by checkoff monies include continued program funding development,
: itewide raptor survey route system, bluebird conservation, publication of nongame
ifrﬂﬁife brochures, nature trail development, and nongame inventories on department

1ands.

%ﬂ addition, the department provides interagency coordination of bald eagle conserva-
tion activities and ongoing monitoring of the nesting population.

James W. Flynn

W'OMING

: yoming has a cooperative agreement with the US Fish & Wildlife Service and has re-
weived some funding for endangered species programs. Approximately 2% of the annual
department budget, or around $550,000, is dedicated to endangered species and nongame
© rograms. To adequately address these species would require around $1 million
ginnually.

Wwyoming does not have specific 1legislation or regulation designating endangered or
“ . hreatened species. Wyoming recognizes federal designation and manages all species
®s dictated by unique qualities, be they legal or biological in nature.

-+ 18 data become available, updating of the current status and inventory report continues.

ewshis report deals with the sensitivity, unique qualities, habitat requirements, and

“tribution of all wildlife found in Wyoming, as well as whether the wildlife are
4goCating or peripheral in nature.
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Natural Resources Subcommittee
Exhibit 3

LANDS OWNED BY THE
DEPARTMENT OF FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS

TYPE OF LAND ACRES
Administrative 153
Fishing Access Sites 16,087
Fish Hatcheries 358
State Monuments 5,953
State Parks 10,728
State Recreation Areas 3,925
Wildlife Management Areas 189,256

TOTAL 226,460

121/23/2
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Project WILD activities can be incorporated into many sub-
ject areas — not just those dealing with the life sciences. Some of
the subject areas that Project WILD activities can be useful in
are: art, drama, geography, government, health, history, home
economics, language arts, mathematics, music, social studies and
speech. In all cases, Praoct WILD employs a “hands-on” ap-
proach to teach students about their world and the ways in which
their actions will determine the future of wildlife, natural re-
sources. the environment and, ultimately, the quality of life on
earth.

WHAT’S IN PROJECT WILD’S FUTURE?

With more teachers being introduced to Project WILD’S ap-
proach to environmental education every year, it is the pro-
gram’s hope that students of all ages will think about the future
of this planet. Each of us needs to be concerned about our earthly
home. for it is not just our home — we share it with all living
things. In truth. the future of all living things depends on the de-
cisions and choices we make now.

One choice each of us can make is to seek out and support
quality educationaf programs. Project WILD is one such pro-
gram. Emphasizing wildlife as a way to understand our responsi-
bilities to al living things is one way to help not only young peo-
ple but people of all ages become aware of the fragility of our
environment and the need to protect our habitat and the habitat
of all things “wild.”

WANT MORE INFORMATION?

If you would like to receive more information about Project
WILD workshops or how you can attend, write to:

Bob Briggs, Science Specialist
Office of Public Instruction
State Capitol

Helena, MT 59620

or

Vince Yannone

Youth Education Specialist
Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks
1420 East Sixth Avenue

Helena, MT 59620

Montana Department of

Natural Resources Subcommittee
Exhibit 5

WILDLIFE
GOES
TO SCHOOL

.. .A/Introduction to

PROJECT
WILD



PROJECT WILD: ITS PURPOSE

In elementary and secondary schools throughout Montana,
classroom activities have been rather “WILD" lately, and if this
current trend toward “WILD-ness” is indicative of things to
come, those activities will certainly become even “WILD-er” in
the future.

That’s because in the state's kindergartens through high
schools. young Montanans are now learning about wildlife, the
needs of wildlife and resource conservation. But perhaps more
importantly, students are developing critical thinking and
decision-making skills that will someday be charting a future
course for all of us.

It's all happening through Project WILD (Wildlife In Learn-
ing Design). anew and innovative supplementary education pro-
gram emphasizing wildlife that can be incorporated into many
educational programs and subject areas. A joint effort of the
Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies and the
Western Regional Environmental Education Council, Project
WILD is the result of nearly 15 years of experience from pre-
vious programs, teacher workshops, planning sessions, struc-
tural development, pilot testing. evaluation and critical review.
The program was developed and designed by teachers and natu-
ral resource personnel to be useful in and adaptable to most
school curriculums.

WHO IS PROJECT WILD’S AUDIENCE?

Project WILD’s primary audience is kindergarten through
high school teachers. However. lesson plans and activities are
not strictly limited to formal educational settings. Volunteers
working with young people in pre-school and after-school
groups. summer camps and outdoor learning projects also can
benefit from Project WILD activities and lesson plans. Leaders
of 4-H groups and other public organizations also are receiving
training in Project WILD.

As with all good teaching materials, Project WILD helps stu-
dents learn to evaluate choices and make reasonable decisions.
In short. Project WILD is designed to help youngsters learn
how to think. not what to think.

HOW CAN YOU BECOME INVOLVED?

Project WILD is currently available only on a statewide basis
where a state’s wildlife agency, working in cooperation with a
state’s department or office of education, has decided to sponsor
the program’s availability in that state. In Montana, co-sponsors
are the Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks and the Office of

Public Instruction. These two agencies jointly sponsor work- g
shops across the state to introduce Montana teachers to Project
WILD. One major workshop is held approximately every three
months in scenic settings, such as Glacier and Yellowstone na-
tional parks. One graduate credit is available on an optional ba- §
sis. Shorter workshops also are held in conjunction with teag.
training workshops sponsored by the Office of PuDlc ,
Instruction.
At the workshops, teachers learn through classroom sessions,
individual study and group activities ways to integrate wildlife
lessons into their regular classroom activities. After attending
one of these workshops, participants are given an appropriate
guide book for the students or groups they teach. Two guide
books are available - an “elementarv” book for teachers of kin-
dergarten through grade 6 students and a “secondary” book for &
teachers of grades 7 through 12. Teachers leave these workshops .
trained in the use of the guide book and new ways to turn chil-
drens’ natural curiosity about wildlife into conservation concepts
for the environment.

Progject WILD

HOW CAN PROJECT WILD HELP YOU IN:
YOUR CLASSROOM?

Few teachers with an interest in wildlife education have time .
to research existing materials and develop lesson plans erg. -
sizing wildlife. With this in mind. Project WILD designerﬁ'
researched and developed many activities that can be used with-
out a lot of time and research on the part of the classroons
teacher. Each activity includes a statement of the instructiona
objectives, a brief description of the instructional method em®
ploved, background information for the teacher, a list of materi-
als needed, step by step procedures. a few limited examples 0%
ways in which to eva