MINUTES OF THE MEETING
EDUCATION SUBCOMMITTEE
50TH LEGISLATURE

January 23, 1987

The meeting of the Education Subcommittee was called to
order by Chairman Dennis Nathe at 8:00 a.m. on Friday,
January 23, 1987 in Room 104 of the State Capitol.

ROLL CALL: All members were present,. Also present were
Dori Nielson and Taryn Purdy of the Legislative Fiscal
Analyst office, Norm Rostocki of the Office of Budget and
Program Planning, and Deb Thompson, Secretary.

(Continued) OFFICE OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

Administrative Services: The funding of the foundation
lawsuit before the supplemental was requested was summarized
by Ray Shakleford. The lawsuit has required a system
analysis. He cited the need for equipment and the changes
in goals and objectives during the year that required
administrative flexibility and funding shifts.

Special Services: Judy Johnson explained the "new money"
coming in the form of grants. Maintenance for these new
grants since 1981 have been put on a statewide level rather
than local district, since the 1local district budgets
fluctuate too much.

Taryn Purdy distributed the subcommittee action on the
distributions to school program (Exhibit 1).

Norm Rostocki said that the Special Session III cuts had
been incorporated in the budget. He mentioned that the
transportation cuts that had been adopted in SSIII may leave
the transportation insufficient to fund the schedules.

Gail Gray (210), director of special education for OPI,
distributed statistical information regarding the special
education appropriation request. (Exhibit 2) The department
concurred that $27,361,646 for each year cannot buy the same
services. All of the needs of the handicapped could not be
met. She pointed out the the school districts could not
make up the difference. The department requested review of
contingency funds so they could be restored from SSIII.
School districts must provide maintenance of effort; if not
they lose all federal funds.



Education Subcommittee
January 23, 1987
2

Representative Peck (321) discussed the impact of the cuts.
He pointed out that the foundation was protected but that
special education was not and had to take the 2 percent cut.

Proponents

Michael Ainsworth, President of Montana Council of Adminis-
trators of Special Education, testified in support of the
special education appropriation. (Exhibit 3)

Chris Volinkaky, 1lobbyist for developmentally disabled
people, spoke about the concern for the kids and the cuts
from SSIII. She urged the committee to reinstate the money.

Ray Beck, director of special services in Great Falls public
schools, supported the OPI budget. He 1listed the local
contributions and pointed out that the local contributions
had increased while the state support had decreased.

Opponents There were no opponents.

Transportation: Ray Shackleford discussed the budget
estimates and needs in regards to total amount of services.

School Foods: The agency concurred with the LFA budget, and
mentioned that the reimbursement rate was adjusted to per
capita income.

Secondary Vo Ed and Adult Basic Ed: Gene Christiaanson
discussed the excess cost expenditures and the general fund
appropriations (Exhibit 4). He pointed out that the depart-
ment had experienced substantial impact from the cuts. He
was concerned that a message was being sent about the
importance of vocational education. (12-B)

Proponents

Curt Demars, senior at Denton High School, expressed his
views. He listed courses that he was taking that broadened
his experience. He said money was needed for upkeep on
equipment.

Steve Wilcox, Kalispell vo-tech agriculture teacher, testi-
fied about his experience as a teacher in vo-tech agricul-
ture.

Bill Olfert, executive director of Montana Council of Vo-ed,
(109) voiced his concern about the future impacts. He said
that occupational preparedness and skill development was an
investment in the future (Exhibit 6).
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Wayne Gillman (150) spoke in support of continued funding.
He said that basic industry was important for the economy.

Senator Hammond discussed the importance of teacher training
to keep up with current technologies. Gene Christiaansen
mentioned the computer assisted drafting.

Jim Fitzpatrick from school district 1 in Helena (296),
testified about his concern for the future of the young
people (Exhibit 7). He said the district had been support-
ive of efforts to keep up with technologies. He mentioned
the total number of students and the support by state,
district, and federal funds. He discussed the student
success stories. Since the dropout rate is so high across
the country, strong support is needed for vocational educa-
tion.

Gene Christiaanson distributed information showing where the
federal vocational education act money goes (Exhibit 8). He
discussed the competitive grants across the state. Project
proposals written by instructors serve rural Montana high
schools through Edgenet computer system.

Susan Butler, public affairs chairman for the Montana home
economic association (513), spoke about the need for money
for equipment maintenance (Exhibit 9).

Opponents: There were no opponents.

Adult Basic Ed: Bill Cumeen, adult education specialist in
OPI, concurred with the LFA, He said that money comes from
the interest generated from the educational trust fund, not
the general fund. The federal money that is received must
have a $1 match for every $10 received. Adult education
offers secondary opportunity for people that haven't fin-
ished traditional secondary education program and assists
them to obtain GED's. Gene Christiaanson pointed out

that the program will require readers.

Proponents

Joann Erickson, director of adult education at Havre,
demonstrated learning charts. She informed the committee
about Project Plus a GED study at home, and other projects
that help people were in need of basic skills. (048) She
said that these learning programs needed staff and materi-
als.

Senator Hammond questioned whether these people with learn-
ing problems were illiterate, migrant, or falling from the
school system. Ms. Erickson explained that the per student
cost for ABE was approximately $125 and that the average age
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of the people seeking adult basic education was the early
30's. The use of television and expanding technology, such
as satellites to transmit classes, was discussed.

Pat O'Leary, superintendent of Helena adult learning center
(255) testified that enrollments were high and there were
waiting lists on all classes.

Gifted and Talented: Judy Johnson, from OPI, (364) dis-
cussed the importance of the program and how far the
$100,000 had been stretched. Montana's best and brightest
students would be a benefit to the future.

Nancy Lukenbill, from OPI, asked for continued support for
the gifted and talented program and indicated that approxi-
mately 15,000 students are involved in the Gifted and
Talented Program. (Exhibit 10).

Paula Fascilla, former AGATE president from Kalispell,
testified in support of the program. She distributed a copy
of the Montana AGATE (Exhibit 11).

Doris Hastings, chairman of the state gifted and talented
organization, spoke in support of the program (Exhibit 12).

(2-B) Chairman Nathe asked about the percent of students in
G/T programs and if there was a uniform criteria of qualifi=-
cation for the gifted and talented program. Nancy Lukenbill
responded that each school district has criteria according
to district needs, since no state criteria has been deter-
mined or required. The present program is a response to the
constitutional challenge to teach all students to their
level of ability.

Karen Davidson, from Hardin, testified concerning the gifted
and talented program and the skills that were developed by
the students (Exhibit 13).

Brian Bailey, a Kalispell 6th grader, testified in support
of the program (Exhibit 14).

Joshua Denny, also from Kalispell, testified in support of
the gifted and talented program (Exhibit 15).

Willy Wolsenbach, Kalispell, spoke in support of the pro-
gram. He supported the activities in the program such as
vet medicine, algebra, and field trips.

Brook Clark, from Chief Joseph School in Great Falls, spoke
in support of continued funding. She said the program
challenged her mind and she had a clearer perspective.
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Corina Wolsenbach testified in support of continued funding
of the gifted and talented program. She said she was part
of the program and had experienced various classes and
activities.

Eric Johnson said the Helena High School program encouraged
creativity and accomplishment and he supported funding for
the program (233).

Jennifer Kaleczyc, Hawthorne School, said that the universi-
ties spend §$15 million on athletics or about $600 per
student. However, only 67 cents per student was spent on
the gifted and talented program. She did not understand how
sports could be 895 times more valuable than learning
(Exhibit 16). (265)

Matthew Busby had been a participant in project promise that
was part of the gifted and talented program. He said the
program emphasized creativity and thinking and enabled him
to be prepared for the honors program in high school. He
felt that mediocrity would be the result if students were
not challenged.

Erika Henry, a freshman at Helena High, takes 3 honors
classes by choice. She supports the program because of the
challenge to students. She pointed out the tough job market
and the need for opportunities (Exhibit 17).

Ryan McGuire testified in support of the gifted and talented
program (Exhibit 18).

Joselyn Wilkenson, a student at Helena High, spoke in
support of the program. (Exhibit 19)

Angie Bary, a student at Helena High, was concerned about
the cutting of funds and the consequence for the future.

Laura Monte, a senior at Helena High school, had been in
project promise in grade school. She said the gifted and
talented program motivates children to learn positivity and
develop problem solving skills. (Exhibit 20)

Christy Bloukendel, senior at Helena High, supports the
program. She is the alternate student representative to the
state board of education (473). The honors program is
important for Montana's future.

Julie Rook, Montana Education Association, supports the
continued funding of the gifted and talented program at the
current level of $§95,000 for each year of the biennium.
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Claudette Morton, executive secretary to the board of public
education, spoke in support of the program. She said this
was a quality program and further cuts would be damaging.

Mike Anderson, principal in White Sulpher Springs, (544)
testified in support of the gifted and talented program. He
pointed out that Japan is first in education where the U.S.
is twelfth (Exhibit 21).

Gail Cleveland, Great Falls, supports funding for the gifted
and talented program (Exhibit 22).

Gayle Vidal, Kalispell, spoke in support of the gifted and
talented program (Exhibit 23).

Phyllis Burks, a parent from the Kalispell school district,
said the gifted and talented program fulfills a basic need
for education. If this program is cut, the needs of the
child may not be met. Without funding for the gifted and
talented program, children will be average. She pointed out
that parents may choose to leave Montana.

Connie Sample testified that she moved to Montana from Texas
because of the state's gifted program. She said this
program was a vital part of her children's life and that it
expanded their interest and incentive (Exhibit 24).

Steve Armstrong, a teacher, spoke about the broad spectrum
of programs within the gifted and talented program. He felt
that mediocrity would result without the program.

Karen Richardson, Sommers trustee in the Flathead County
school district, supports the gifted program. She felt it
was a benefit to teachers to be able to provide that added
dimension for children. (Exhibit 26)

Diane Denny, second grade teacher from Kalispell and parent
of a gifted and talented student, said she had moved just to
participate in the program (270). She felt 1leadership
skills and creative problem solving were important.

Linda Xol, from Colstrip, supports the gifted and talented
program. She stated that Colstrip had an original grant to
get the program started but now funds most of the program.
She felt the program to be a benefit to the students.

Yohana Benjaman, teacher from Marian and parent of a gifted
and talented student, testified in support of the program.
She said with the help of the program students go beyond
textbooks and develop higher thinking. (Exhibit 28, 28a)
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Phyllis Burks again spoke in support of the gifted and
talented program (412).

Angela Bailey, from the Rocky Mountain Talent Search, said
that students in the gifted program were five years above
their grade level.

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 12:00. The next
meeting was announced for 7:30 Saturday, January 24.
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OFFICE OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION cssma—

STATE CAPITOL Ed Argenbright
HELENA, MONTANA 59620 Superintendent
(408) 444-3095
January 20, 1987
TO: Chairman Nathe and Members

Appropriation Subcommittee for Education
and Cultural Resources

From: Gail G
Direqg¥or pecial Education
De of Educational Services
Telephone: 444-4429

Attached is statistical information regarding the Special Education
appropriation request.

Attachments

Affirmatve Action — EEO Employer -



PROPOSAL OF STATE FUNDING FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION

Gen. Appropriation
Contingency

Gen. Appropriation
Contingency

Gen. Appropriation
Congingency

Superintendent of Pubic Instruction

1987-88

$ 27,361,646
500,000

1988-89

$27,361,6u6
500,000

$ 27,861,646

Governor

$ 27,361,646
400,000

$27,861,646

$27,361,646
400,000

$ 27,761,646

Legislative

$ 27,361,6u6
400,000

$27,761,646

Fiscal Analyst

$27,361,646
400,000

$ 27,761,646

- $27,761,646

TOTAL BIENNEUM
$ 54,723,292
1,000,000

$ 55,723,292

$ 54,723,292
800,000

$ 55,523,292

$ 54,723,292
800,000

$ 55,523,292



AV

SY33886
MONTANA OFFICE OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION - SPECIAL EDUCATION UNIT

STATEWIDE SUMMARY OF HANDICAPPED STUDENTS
BY AGE - DOMINANT HANDICAP
(Count Taken - 12/01/85)

1 3 3 7 4 12 29
2 2 5 9 2 26 1 45
3 4 14 1 6 69 2 102 5 203
4 8 1 15 2 9 124 2 1 1] 206 7 376
5 10 4 33 3 8 668 3 41 176 2 25 973
6 8 1 47 107 16 908 3 233 14 13 1253
7 8 2 83 8 7 779 5 435 16 1 21 1365
8 11 1 67 131 12 633 11 625 29 24 1426
9 10 3 85 111 10 417 3 667 42 2 8 1258
10 4 3 92 15 8 212 4 705 53 19 1115
1l 7 1 /8 10 7 136 5 683 57 L 10 995
12 12 1 82 8 6 69 5 705 52 1 15 956
13 6 1 86 6 6 48 2 707 69 1 22 954
14 7 90 18 7 35 4 713 77 1 22 974
15 7 100 16 6 22 4 666 91 1 21 934
16 8 1 101} 19 4 16 5 565 59 16 794
17 4 1 92 15 2 15 1 476 33 12 651
18 5 72 5 2 7 2 257 16 1 17 - 384
19 42 1 1 6 59 1 2 4 116
20 1 24 1 3 8 1 2 7 47
21 6 1 1 2 1 11
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SCHOOL AGE (5/21) 12/1/85:
1107 | 20 [ 1180| 159} 102 3975} 57 7546} 610 | 176 17 257 1 14206
SCHOOL AGE (5-21) 12/1/84:

| 96 14 11308 138} 87 4462 | 47 7608 | 664 16 309 | 14749
NET CHANGE:
+ +6 | -128| +21| +15 -487 | +10 -62] -54 +1 -52 -543
% CHANGE:
+10 | +30 | -10.4 +13] +15 -12 | +18 -.8 -9 NA | +5.9}1 -20 -3.8
*% TOTAL MT ENROLLMENT -3.4
j .07 ] .01 J7) .10 .07 2.58] .04 4.90} .40{ .11 | .01 .17 9.23
**% NATIONAL:
. .12 1160} .16 .12 2.851 .05 4.67{ .85 .00 .14 10.57
% OF SPECIAL ED:
7.8 | .14 |8.19|1.09| .81 | 28.16| .40 | 50.84}4.11|3.51) .11 |1.82} 99.99
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* TOTAL MONTANA SCHOOL POPULATION AGES 5-12 10/1/85: 153,864
**TOTAL HARD OF HEARING AND DEAF

HH - Hard of Hearing 0I - Orthopedically Impaired ED - Emotionally Disturbed
D - Deaf SI - Speech Impaired DB - Deaf Blind
MR - Mentally Retarded VI - Visually Impaired MH - Multihandicapped
OH - Other Health Impaired LD - Learning Disabled NC - Noncategorical Handicap

(Age 5 and Below Only)
co/304

SA
TOTA



1985-86 SCHOOL YEAR

Approved Exp. of
School Allow. Costs Allow. Costs Difference
2%
Chinook Elem. $ 35,046 $146,000.74 $11,044.74
Chinook H.S. 22,817 25,470.43 2,653,43
Great Falls Elem. 1,320,067 1,539,361.07 219,294.07
Great Falls H.S. 791,137 1,090,243.23 299.106.23
Havre Elem. 335,143 347,566.61 12,423.61
Havre H.S. 168,595 148,750.10 19,844 .90
Malta Elem. 83,197 95,T745.54 12,548.54
Outlook Elem. 8,981 15,416.10 6,435.10
Plentywood Elem. 50,458 70,560.27 20,102.27
Butte Elem. 966,404 1,006,828.24 4o,424.24
Butte H.S. 621,741 710,600.28 88,859.28
Galata 5,298 5,406.00 108.00

STATEWIDE TOTAL

$27,451,564

$33,219,090

.59



School

Hardin HS #1

Hardin Elem #17-H
Chinook HS #10

Bear Paw Cooperative
Chinook El #10

Great Falls HS #A
Simms HS #F

Great Falls HS #1-A
Custer Co HS #1
Glendive Elem #1
Baker HS #12
Lewistown Elem #1
Lewistown E1 #1
Flathead Cooperative
Flathead Co Rural Coop
Evergreen El #50
Manhattan Elem #3
Belgrade Elem #44
Gallatin Gateway #35
Bozeman Schools #1
Ross School #52
Benzien Elem #30
Davy Elem #12

Basin Elem #5
Boulder Schools #1
Polson Elem #23
Ronan El1 #30

Helena HS #1

Libby HS #4

Libby Elem #4

Libby HS #4

Alberton Elem #2
Potomac Elem #11
Seeley Lake #34

Lolo Elem #7
Missoula Co HS #1
Missoula Elem #1
Missoula Elem #1
Missoula Elem #1
Missoula Co HS #1
Hellgate Elem #4
Roundup Elem #55
Livingston Elem #4
Wilsal Elem #J53-38
Second Creek Elem #6
Dodson Elem #2-A/C
Malta HS #A

Dupuyer Elem #2
Valier Elem #18
Stevensville HS #2

Florence-Carlton El #15-6

Fairview Elem #13
Brockton Elem #55

County

Big Horn
Big Hormn
Blaine
Blaine
Blaine
Cascade
Cascade
Cascade
Custer
Dawson
Fallon
Fergus
Fergus
Flathead
Flathead
Flathead
Gallatin
Gallatin
Gallatin
Gallatin
Garfield
Garfield
Hill
Jefferson
Jefferson
Lake
Lake

Lewis & Clark

Lincoln
Lincoln
Lincoln
Mineral
Missoula
Missoula
Missoula
Missoula
Missoula
Missoula
Missoula
Missoula
Missoula

Musselshell

Park
Park
Phillips
Phillips
Phillips
Pondera
Pondera
Ravalli
Ravalli
Richland
Roosevelt

Description

Res RM Instructor

.5 Aide

Homebound Service

Addit Sch Psychologist
Half-time Aide for MP

1 Hr Per Day Aide
Additional Sp Ed Assist
Sp Ed Teacher to Serve EM
Half-time Sp Ed Aide
Half-time Sp Ed Aide
Educ Costs of Hosp Eval
Homdbd Placmt/Indep Eval
Indep Evaluation for KEB
Two Interpreter Aides
Independent Evaluation
Educ Costs of 00D for PCM
Spec Educ Aide Time

6 Hr a Day Aide/OT & PT
A Deaf Interpreter
Tuition for JCL
Half~-time Sp Ed teacher
Half-time Aide

Half-time Sp Ed Aide

3 Hr Per Day Aide
OQut-of-dist Plemt JLS

6 Hr A Day Aide
Homebound Prog for JB
Interpreter Aide

30-day Homebound PG CB
Cost of 2 Indep Evals
Homebound Prog for DC
Half Funding Sp Ed Teacher
Addit Sp Ed Teacher Time
Aide

Half-time Sp Ed Aide

PT and an Aide for MB
Educ Costs of Res.Placmt
00S Tuition for BR

00D Placement

Educ Costs of Res Placmt
Asst in Hiring Teacher
3-hr Per Day Aide
Full-time Aide

Half-time Sp Ed Aide
Additional Sp Ed Aide
3-hr Per Day Aide

Add Costs for Sves of KW
Half-time Sp Ed Aide/Teacher
Indep Evaluation

Deaf Interpreter Aide
Cost of Indep Instructor
0T & PT

Half-time Spec Ed Aide



Ashland Elem #32J
Colstrip HS #10

Lame Deer Elem #6
Colstrip HS #19
Sanders Co Cooperative
Medicine Lake Elem #7
Butte Elem #1

Butte HS #1

Butte HS #1

Dutton Elem #28
Nashua HS #13E

Nashua Elem #13
Billings Elem #2
Lockwood Elem #26
Laurel Elem #7-70
Custer Elem #15
Canyon Creek Elem #4
Huntley Proj Schl #24
Laurel HS #7

mecéd

Rosebud
Rosebud
Rosebud
Rosebud
Sanders
Sheridan
Silver Bow
Silver Bow
Silver Bow
Teton
Valley
Valley
Yellowstone
Yellowstone
Yellowstone
Yellowstone
Yellowstone
Yellowstone
Yellowstone

A Self-cont Classrm Instr
Purchase of PT

00D Placmt Cost for CS

Two 00D Placements

Spec Ed Aide

Psychologial Counseling
Deaf Interpreter/Aide

Educ Costs of OOD Placmt
Educ Costs of Q0D for JEH
Part-time Alde

Education Costs

l1-hr Per Day Aide for TN
Visual Instructor

Self-cont Instru/00D Placmt
A Spec Ed Aide

Half-time Sp Ed Instr/Fam Couns
00D Cost for JLC

Cost of 00D Placmt WG/AL
Half-time Aide for CW

20,000
800
6,760
15,000
9,000
540
10,247
6,500
6,620
3,150
7,260
900
19,702
26,760
8,744
5,465
6,760
9,373
2,029



1.
2.

STATE CONTINGENCY REQUESTS

Havre

Central MT Learning
Resource Center
Bear Paw Learning
Resource Center

Yellowstone-West/Carbon
County Coop

Deer Lodge Elem
Eastern Yellowstone
Cooperative
Philipsburg

Helena

Kalispell
Yellowstone Boys &
Girls Ranch

Libby

Northcentral Learning
Resource Center
Sidney
Sutherland/Sand
Coulee
Gallatin/Madison

QLD
X7

NOT AWARDED DUE TO DEPLETION OF FUNDING

Out of District Placement

Fund service for newly identifies
Preschool handicapped child

New Position

Out of District Placement

Out of District Placement
Qut of District Placement

Aide

Physical Therapy

Qut of District Placement
Teacher

Homebound Program
Aide

Out of District Placement
Aide

Occupation & Physical Therapy Service

It must be noted that most districts ceased requesting contingency
funding after the word was circulated that the funding was gone.



MONTANA COUNCIL OF
ADMINISTRATORS OF
SPECIAL EDUCATION

A DIVISION OF THE COUNCIL FOR EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN
AN AFFLIATE OF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS OF MONTANA

TESTIMONY

This testimony is given in support of the Special Education
Appropriation. However, I would recommend that the appropriation
be increased from its current level to the original 1986-87 budget
level. This recommendation is made for the following reasons:

First, all children should receive equal or comparable
treatment under the law. This equality in treatment should
extend to the provision of equal educational opportunity
for handicapped children. Educational opportunity for handi-
capped children is in part proportionate to the level of com-
mitment in funding provided by the legislature.

Second, the increase in funding is necessary to offset
losses in the Special Education Appropriation that were not
experienced by the Foundation Program. Based on figures re-
leased by the Office of Public Instruction on January 5, 1987
the 27 decrease in funds resulted in a decrease in funding of
$547,067.

Third, Special Education has been funded at a level
significantly below the Foundation Program since 1982.

Fourth, because of the decrease in available state funds
and the difficulty of generating additional local funds it is
becoming increasingly difficult for districts to meet the main-
tenance of effort requirements for continued federal funding.
This could result in the loss of additional funds that we
depend on to provide services to handicapped children.

For the reasons cited it is felt that the level of funding sug-
‘gested is appropriate. I hope that during your deliberations you

will take into consideration the testimony given here today and-pro--

vide the funding necessary to meet the educational needs of handi-
capped children in Montana.

Submitted by, /ﬂ

"~ (/“'Vm [/\ L

Michael T. Ainsworth, President
January 23, 1987



SECONDARY VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 1979-1987
EXCESS COST EXPENDITURES AND GENERAL FUND APPROPRIATIONS W
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1979-80 1980-81 1982-82 1982-83 1983-84 1984-83 1985-84 1986-87
Nation at Risk Year of
Acadesics

mmm= cEsse=s

TGTAL COSTS 8,881,813 9,979,768 11,875,056 12,000,000 14,447,684 16,452,000 16,035,858 16,000,000+
TOTAL EXCESS 2,525,058 2,451,893 2,649,561 2,800,000 3,000,000 3,075,705 3,111,598  3,000,0004F
GENERAL FUND (STATE) 750,000 750,000 750,000 750,000 750,000 750,000 500,000 417,580 §
HEAD COUNT ] 16,393 17,769 18,139 18,422 18,33t 18,646 17,770 . 18,478
TOTAL 9-12 ENROLLMENT 45,666 43,951 43,753
ANB 22,124 23,359 24,186 24,829+ 24,442 24,861 23,69@)
tProjection

Actual expenditures of total cost and excess costs are reported after the fiscal year.
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SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 5

PHONE 755-5015 - 233 1ST AVE. EAST - KALISPELL, MONTANA 59901

January 22, 1987

Mr. Dennis Nathe, Chairman

Education Subcommittee of the Appropriations Committee
50th Legislative Session, State Capitol

Helena, Montana 59601

Dear Mr. Chairman and Members of Committee:

My name is Steve Wilcox, and I am in my 15th year of teaching
Vocational Agriculture at Flathead High School in Kalispell, Montana.
I am here today to speak on behalf of the administration and staff,
advisory council, parents, and students of vocational education.

We are concerned that this committee will continue to reduce the
funding for secondary vocational education which is so vital for
the continuation of programs in the schools in Montana. Just last
June we saw our excess funds cut by 20% when other areas in educa-
tion were asked to take a 5% reduction.

Our school district's secondary vocational program receives 1/3
of its budget from this excess funding and without it we would be
reduced to almost no program at all.

Research has shown that a greater number of students are staying in
secondary schools and are entering the labor market directly out of
high school. The skills needed by these students can only be acquired
through adequately equipped and staffed vocational programs.

Considering also that approximately 80% of the jobs in America do not
require a college degree and only 6% of those starting college earn

a 4-year degree, it is important to insure a strong agricultural
economy through vocational education in Montana.

Let us not destrcy the opportunities of our young people by making cuts
in funding where it is needed most.

Thank you.
%/"9 W é«/\#
Steve Wilcox, Vocational Agriculture Instructor

SCW/ tes



Secondary WI Agriculture provides students with skilis, knowledge, personal experience and growth for
employment or for ddvanced tralning beyond high school In the foliowing areas:

1. Agricultural Production (Farming, Ranching) 4. Agricultural Mechanics (Assembly, Maintenance, Repalr)
2. Agricultural Sales (Chemicals, Machinery, Peed, Seed) 5. Agribusiness (Marketing, Vet., Private Reserch )

3. Agricultural Service (Extension, Teaching, SCS,
Banking, Camputer Business Analysis)

Vocational Agriculture provides intelilgent practical application of math, science, and English, as weli as .
vocational, social and personal skills necessary for entering the field of agriculture. L

Yocational training Is characterized by a high degree of individualized *hands on' training, teamwork and
cooperative learning. Vocational training, for many, makes academic work more meaningful. The National Commission on
Secondary Vocational Bducation reported that many students sald that they would have dropped out of high school if they
had not had the opportunity to take vocational courses in high school.

YOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE *UMIQUE TRAINING*

Motivation is critical in the effective education of high schoo! students. Vocational Agriculture is truly
unique, with student, teacher, parent working closely together with the private sector to develop a well trained
individual ready to be a productive part of the community. The student, parent, and vocational agriculture instructor
are a hard team to beat.

2
-
“

Recent scrutiny of the nation’s secondary schools has highlighted deficiencies in the academlc preparation of
students. A comaitment to strengthening education has been the result. This is necessary but let us not forget the
studeuts' rlg\t of choice. Secondary Mlcatlol is not Just for colleqe bound stucbnts' mmmm

m (lhtlonal Center for Career Bdn:ation) Vtth theae statlstlcs it is lq:tant to lnsure a strong agrlcultural
economy in the state of Montana through Secondary Vocational Agriculture Education.

YHAT DOES IT COOT?

State vocational funds are used to pay a portion of those costs which exceed the costs of a typical classroom
(i.e., English, Social Studies). These funds give an incentive for schools to provide these more costly programs.
State vocational edycation funds are used for major equipment, minor equipment, supplies, extended contracts and
Instructional trave?,

The followiag te.the comparison for the cost of Vocational Agriculture programs and the share of state funding
from 1981-1987.

SHOLYR (UM COST  EXCKSS COSTS STATE FUNDING

80-81 1,813,077 $698,058 °  $272,938
81-82 $1,968,680 $678,509 $204,634
82-83 $1,918,993 . %610,973 $191,734
83-84 92,234,300 $766,834 $188,065
84-85 $2,349,910 $713,953 $196,653
85-86 92,467,584 $756,130 $119,399
86-87 $2,543,924 $764,745 $ 96,375

The decline in state support in comparison with the Increased cost of Vocational Agriculture programs makes it
even more difficult to provide the services necessary to heip turn the Montanz farm econamy around.




TESTIMONY BEFORE EDUCATION SUBCOMMITTEE
January 23, 1987

Secondary Vocational Education

The Montana Council on Vocational Education recognizes and respects the
tough budget decisions that you as legislators will be making concerning the
future of education in the State of Montana. We would, however, ask careful
consideration to the positive present and future impact the maintenance of a
quality vocational education delivery system at the secondary level will have
upon our state.

In November of 1986, the Council conducted a survey of all 163 operating
high school districts in Montana in an effort to assess the financial distribu-
tion of federal vocational education monies. Included in that survey was a
request for open-end responses to the projected vocational education needs of
the school districts. One hundred twenty-six district administrators or
vocational education coordinators (77%) responded. Sixty-one of these indicated
that funding for their programs were either inadequate or at a critical level.

The vast majority of respondents indicated that they are currently unable
to maintain the level of instruction necessary to stay abreast of the needs of
business and industry. The major reason given was the lack of funding to
purchase supplies and equipment addressing high technology. If this is true,
one would have to question how competitive Montana students will be as they
enter the labor market.

The Council supports the OPI request of $450,000 in excess cost funding for
each year of the 1989 biennium. We are concerned that further reduction or
elimination of this funding will send a signal to already financially strapped
school districts that support of vocational education programs is not important.
These programs may be targeted for elimination since their maintenance is not
necessary for accreditation purposes.

Reduction in quality vocational education programs will radically increase
the approximate number of 2,200 students across Montana who start the tenth
grade every fall and do not graduate from high school. What is happening to
these young people? Increasing academic offerings and reducing vocational
education opportunities will not result in a more meaningful curriculum. We
must strive for a balanced system of academic and vocational education if we
are to meet the needs of the "neglected majority" of our high school students.

If the Department of Labor statistics are correct, 80 percent of our
students will not need a four-year degree to enter the labor market. This is
where secondary vocational education's role of occupational preparedness and
skill development become so vital if we are serious about economic development.
Funding for these excess costs incurred for operating vocational education
programs is an investment in our future.

Thank you.

William C. Olfert, tutive Director
Montana Council on“Aocational Education



January 16, 1987

MEMORANDUM

To: Representative Dennis Nathe, Chairman
Appropriations, Finance & Claims Joint Subcommittee

From: Jim Fitzpatrick, Coordinator Secondary Vocational Education,
Helena School District No. 1, Helena, Montana 59601

Re: Testimony in support of the Secondary Vo-Ed appropriation

I am submitting this memorandum in support of the Secondary Vocational Education
appropriation for the next biennium.

Vocational education is a significant part of high school education. In a

broad sense, it is concerned with developing individual student skills and
attitudes, communication computational and technological literacy, employability
skills, occupational skills and establishes a foundation for career planning and
lifelong learning.

These funds are critical for program continuation and development in Montana
schools. Vocational Education is more costly than other school programs and the
funds have been earmarked in the original legislation to cover '"excess program
costs". In these difficult economic times, Vocational Education programs are
essential for developing student employability skills, providing a basis for
continuation to post secondary education, reducing dropout rates and youth
unemployment.

The current student enrollment in Vocational Education programs for the 1986-87
school year in Helena School District No. 1 inclusive of students that are
enrolled in one or more Vo-Ed programs and Cooperative Education programs is
2896. The 1986 allocation of State funds to the District was $28,146.82, or
approximately $9.72 per student.

In closing, I urge your support for continued funding of Montana's Secondary
Vocational Education programs.
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January 23, 1987

TESTIMONY
For
Vo-Ed Funding

My name is Susan Butler and I am the Public Affairs
Chairman for the Montana Home Economics As#ociation.

The Montana Home Economics Association unanimously
supports the continuance of the general fund appropriation
of 450,000, per fiscal year of the 1989 biennium in recognition
of the benefits provided to secondary students through
vocational education.

As a Home Economics teacher, I would like to convey

to you the need for vocational education funding. This money
is utilized to maintain sewing machine repairs, purchase
worn out equipment, and update obsolete textbooks, This
money provides no-frills spending and is essential for the
continuance of quality vocational education programs. Without

thlis funding our programs can not exist.
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OFFICE OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION e

~ STATE CAPITOL Ed Argenbrigh'a
HELENA, MONTANA 59620 Superintendent
(408) 444-3095
TO: Chairman Nathe and Members

Appropriation Subcommittee for
Education & Cultural Resources

FROM: Nancy Lukenbill, Specialist
Gifted & Talented Programs
Department of Educational Services
Office of Public Instruction
By4-.4422

Attached is information regarding gifted education.

Affirmative Action — EEO Employer 'Q
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STATEMENT OF:
Nancy Lukenbill, Specialist
Gifted & Talented Programs
Office of Public Instruction
on behalf of State Funding
for Gifted and Talented Programs in Montana
January 23, 1987
My name is Nancy Lukenbill. I am the Specialist for Gifted and Talented
Programs for the Office of Public Instruction. I am speaking here
today on behalf of the Office, who is in full support of continued state
funding for gifted and talented programs. We concur with the

appropriation recommendation of $95,000 from the Governor and

Legislative Fiscal Analyst.

There are an estimated 15,000 gifted and talented children in Montana
who have the capacity to reach beyond the regular curriculum available
to them in their respective schools. These students must be given the
opportunity to acquire advanced content, build on critical thinking,

problem solving and skills for creative production.

Today's chief executive officers, entrepreneurs, and other leaders such
as yourselves have a real stake in preparing persons who will someday
succeed you and occupy similar positions of responsibility. For the
past six years the Montana Legislature has shown a commitment to
building the foundation for gifted and talented programs by
appropriating $100,000 each year. This amount, of course, was not
sufficient to meet the needs of all schools in Montana. The allocated
amount has funded 122 school districts ranging from Carter to Billings.
The money has been distributed on a competitive grant basis with an

average of 32 gramt awards each year.



Extraordinary strides have taken place across the state by school
districts which have introduced a variety of operational models and
include services to gifted handicapped (such as Kalispell), and
minority/culturally diverse populations such as Hardin, Browning and
Poplar. Funds have also assisted with local planning and development,
direct services to students; 1) such as the development of an
archelogical study shared between the Corvallis and Victor schools and
2) an 1increase in the College Board Advanced Placement Programs at
high schools such as Cut Bank, Plains, Bozeman and Polson.
Telecommunication programs have networked from Blue Sky to Florence, and
summer institutes for gifted students have developed at five
universities across the state. An additional statewide effort has been
the development of the Future Problem Solving Bowl designed through the
Butte school system. Both single distriet and cooperative efforts
such as Yellowstone, Sun River, Conrad and Livingston Cooperatives have

been designed to use the dollars received in the most efficient manner.

This state is struggling with many critical problems that could define
the future course of this state for years. We are grappling with ways
to expand our economy, while balancing our budget. We are searching for
a means to compete more effectively in the national and international
market place...we MUST not be shortsighted in our search for solutions
to these problems. Montana's gifted and talented students offer us the

tools by which to forge future creative solutions.



With the support of the 50th Legislature, students with advanced
intelligence, creative thinking and a bold curiosity about the world in
which they live, will have the opportunity to play a far more demanding

and innovative role in Montana's future.



1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

GIFTED AND TALENTED PROGRAMS IN MONTANA
OFFICE OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
UPDATE 1986-87

Number of public elementary and secondary school age students
Montana: 153,327

Projected percent of gifted and talented students in Montana:

1 percent 1,533 students
3 percent 4,600 students
5 percent 7,666 students
10 percent 15,333 students

Total amount provided through the Office of Public Instruction:

State Funds

1981-82 $ 33,892
1982-83 144,544

1983-84 97,283
1984-85 102,717
1985-86 98,000 (B. Cut)
1986-87 91,129 (B. Cut)

Additional teacher training funds used for gifted education:

A

complete listing of school districts receiving state funds

Education for Economic Security Act P.L. 98-377: 6,955

90 teachers from 49 districts

National Diffusion Network Training

in

Grades 2-8
122 teachers from 37 districts

PR e e R T Ry - g p 3P = PRl P

97 teachers from 43 districts - ‘

1981 is attached (Appendix I).

since

Number of gifted and talented programs with identification process

or in the developing stages using loecal,

dollars: 130 (See Figure 1 for historical breakdown.)

state or block grant



7

8)

9)

10)

Numbers of gifted and talented students being served to include the
following performance areas: intellectual, academic aptitude,
creative and productive thinking, leadership, visual and performing
arts--1986 figures:

Grades K-6 Grades 7-8 Grades 9-12 Total

2,500 students 1,050 students 950 students 4,500
At present, 25 high schools are offering Advanced Placement Courses
from the College Boards/Denver. This is an increase of 10 programs

over the past two years.

Does Montana have mandatory state legislation for gifted and
talented education? No.

Permissive legislation is under Montana School Laws 20-7-901 through

Under which department within the Qffice of Public Instruction is
Gifted and Talented housed: Department of Educational Services

Submitted by:

Nancy Lukenbill, Specialist

Gifted and Talented Program
Department of Educational Services
Office of Public Instruction

January 1987

Attachments



ALBERTON
ARLEE
ARROWHEAD
AUGUSTA
BELGRADE
BIGFORK
BIG SANDY
BILLINGS
BLOOMFIELD
BLUE CREEK
BLUE SKY-RUDYARD
BONNER
BOZEMAN ELEM
BRADY
BROWNING
BUTTE
BYNUM
CARTER
CANYON CREEX
CASCADE
CAYUSE PRAIRIE/SWAN
RIVER
CENTERVILLE
CHESTER ELEM
CHOTEAU
CLIDE PARK
COLSTRIP
COLUMBIA FALLS
COLUMBUS
CONRAD
CORVALLIS
CUT BANK ELEM
CUT BANK HS
DAWSON CO HS
DILLON
DUTTON
ELDER GROVE
ELYSIAN
EUREKA

EVERGREEN--KALISPELL

FAIRFIELD
FERGUS CO HS
FORT BENTON
FORT SHAW/SIMMS
FRAZER
FRENCHTOWN
FROMBERG ELEM
FROMBERG DIST 6
GALATA

APPENDIX I

GIFTED & TALENTED GRANT EXPENDITURES
SCHOOL DISTRICTS WHICH HAVE RECEIVED GIFTED AND TALENTED FUNDS FROM 1981

GLASGOW
GLENDIVE
GOLDEN RIDGE
GREAT FALLS
GREENFIELD
HAMILTON
HARDIN ELEM
HARDIN HS
HARLOWTON
HAVRE
HELENA ELEM
HELENA HS
HELENA FLATS
HIGHWOOD
HUNTLEY PROJECT
INDEPENDENT--BLGS
JOLIET
JORDAN
KALISPELL
KESSLER
KEVIN

LAME DEER
LAUREL

LIBBY
LIVINGSTON
LCCKWOOD
LOLO

LONE ROCK
MANHATTAN
MARICN
MILES CITY
MISSQULA
MONFORTCN
MONTANA CITY
MORIN

PARK CITY
PENDROY
PIONEER
PINE CREEK
PLAINS
POPLAR
POTOMAC ELEM
POWER

RED LODGE
RONAN
ROUNDUP
RYEGATE

ST IGNATIUS
SAND COULEE

SEELEY LAKE
SHEPHERD

SIDNEY

SOMERS

SUMNBURST

SUN RIVER
SUPERIOR

SWAN VALLEY
TURNER

TWIN BRIDGES
ULM

VALIER

VAUGHN

VICTOR

WARREN/ JIM DARCY
WHITE SULPHUR SPGS
WHITEFISH
WHITEHALL
WILSALL
WINIFRED
WINNETT ZILEM
WOLF POINT ELEM
WOLF POINT HS

-

-JUNE, 198%
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g
|
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Figure 1

Montana School Districts Serving Gifted and Talented Students.
Programs with and Identification Process
in Effect or Planning Year--1987

Number of Gifted and Talented Programs



The 600,000 which has been appropriated for the last three bienniums has
been distributed to:

Districts with less than 50 enrollment 8
Districts with less than 100 enrollment 7
Districts with less than 300 enrollment 37
Districts with less than 500 enrollment 17

Districts with less than 600 enrollment 2
Districts with less thén 1,000 enrollment 12
Districts with less than 3,000 enrollment 19
Districts with less than 5,000 enrollment 2
Districts with less than 10,000 enrollment 3
Districts with less than 15,000 enrollment 1

Districts with less than 17,000 enrollment 1



" MONTANA PROGRAMS FOR THE

GIFTED AND TALENTED

1986-87




MONTANA PROGRAMS FOR THE GIFTED AND TALENTED
1986-87

Office of Public Instruction
Ed Argenbright, Superintendent
State Capitol
Helena, Montana 59620



WELCOME!

The Office of Public Instruction is pleased to disseminate the 1986-87 directory of
Montana programs for gifted and talented students. This directory will give you the name
of the program’s contact person, address, phone number, and grade levels served.

Any school district wishing to learn more about a particular district’'s model for gifted
and talented education should contact the individual school district listed.

This directory was produced by Nancy Lukenbill, Specialist, Gifted and Talented Pro-
grams, Montana Office of Public Instruction. Production assistance came from Lori Clark
and Sioux Roth. Cover and design by Ellen Meloy.



~ ARLEE

John Lundt, Principal
~  Arlee Schoot Dist. 8
% 0O Box 37
rlee, MT 59821
726-3216

& Grades 3-12
ARROWHEAD (Livingston

i- Cooperative)

Lewin Dover

Arrowhead School Dist. 75
. PO Box 37
& pray MT 59065

333-4359

- Grades K-6
AUGUSTA (Conrad

Cooperative)

W Rick Ripley
Augusta School Dist. 45
PO Box 307

h Augusta, MT 59410
562-3384

. QGrades 1-12
« BELT

Sene Comes
: ,&ett School Dist. 29
& Box 197
Belt, MT 59412
277-3351

4 Grades 1-8

BILLINGS

ws Tom Wynn, District Coordinator
Gifted and Talented Education
Billings School Dist. 2

101 10th Street West

e Billings, MT 59102
255-3500, ext. 239

Grades 2-8

Lois Sindelar
Independent School Dist. 52
2907 Roundup Road
s Billings, MT 59105
259-8109

Grades K-6

Jan Lapine, Coordinator
Lockwood School Dist. 26
- 1932 U.S. Hwy 87, Route 2
= Billings, MT 59101
e 52-2776

-~ Grades 1-7
-

Zara Frank

Canyon Creek Elementary Dist. 4
3139 Duck Creek Rd.

Billings, MT 59101

656-4471

Grades 1-8

BLOOMFIELD

Bill Raisl

Bloomfield School Dist. 30
Bloomfield, MT 59315
583-7575

Grades 1-8

BOZEMAN

Sally Richter, Principal
Bozeman School Dist. 7
Whittier Schoot

511 N. 5th

Bozeman, MT 598715
585-1690

Grades 3-8

Kathy Pattee, Principal
Monforton School Dist. 27
6001 Monforton School Road
Bozeman, MT 59715
586-1557

Grades 3-8

BRADY (Conrad Cooperative) -

Kurt Hilyard

Brady School Dist. 19
Box 166

Brady, MT 59416
753-2392

Grades K-12
BUTTE

Jeff Satterly, Superintendent
Butte School Dist. 1

400 S. Wyoming

Butte, MT 59701

723-3293

Grade 6
BYNUM (Conrad Cooperative)

ira Perkins

Bynum School Dist. 12
Bynum, MT 59419
469-2373

Grades 1-8
CASCADE

Jim Donovan, Coordinator
Cascade Elementary Dist. 3
PO Box 307

Cascade, MT 59421
468-2212

Grades 1-8

CHESTER

Vi Hills

Chester Elementary Dist. 33
Box 550

Chester, MT 59522
759-5477

Grades 2-12

CHOTEAU {Conrad

Coaoperative)

Ervin £. Ketterling
Choteau School Dist. 1
Box 857

Choteau, MT 59422
466-5303

Grades K-12
CLYDE PARK (Livingston

Cooperative)

Ed Barich

Clyde Park School Dist. 41/38
Box AH

Clyde Park, MT 59018
686-4621

Grades K-8
COLSTRIP

Keith Chapman

Isabel Bills School

Colstrip School Dist. 19
Colstrip, MT 59323
Elementary and Middle Schoo!
748-4150

COLUMBIA FALLS

Roy Wendt, Principal
Columbia Falls School Dist. 6
PO Box 1259

Columbia Falls, MT 59912
892-4321

Grades 1-5

CONRAD (Conrad Cooperative)

Dennis Williams
Conrad School Dist. 10
215 S. Maryland
Conrad, MT 59425
278-5521

Grades 1-12
CORVALLIS

Don Wetzel, Superintendent
Corvallis School Dist. 1

PO Box 133

Corvallis, MT 53828
961-4211

Grades 3-6



CUT BANK

Ray Maier

Cut Bank High School Dist. 15
300 1st St. SE

Cut Bank, MT 59427
873-5629

Grades 7-12

Jan Cahill

Cut Bank School Dist. 15
Anna Jeffries Schoot

Cut Bank, MT 59427
873-2411

Grades 1-6
DILLON

Susie VanHouten
Dillon School Dist. 10
14 N. Cottom Drive
Dillon, MT 59725
683-2373

Grades K-8
DUTTON (Conrad Cooperative)

Rich Wilson

Dutton School Dist. 28
PO Box 48

Dutton, MT 59433
476-3424

Grades K-12

ENNIS

Sandy Pfau

Madison Valley Consolidated School
School Dist. 52

Box 52

Ennis, MT 59729

682-4237

Grades 3-8
EUREKA

Sharon Ziegenhagen
Eureka School Dist. 13
PO Box 2001

Eureka, MT 59917
296-2131

Grades K-6
FAIRFIELD (Conrad

Cooperative)

C. John Kinna

Fairfield School Dist. 21
Box 99

Fairfield, MT 59436
467-2103

Grades 1-12

Loren Sasser

Greentfield School Dist. 75
Route 1

Fairfield, MT 59436
467-2827

Grades K-8

Charlotte Tacke

Golden Ridge School Dist. 45
Route 2

Fairfield, MT 59436

467-2061

Grades K-6
FLORENCE CARLTON

James Bruggeman
Florence-Carlton School Dist 15-6
5540 Old Highway 93

Florence, MT 59833

273-6741

Grades 1-6
FORT BENTON

Craig Brewington

Fort Benton School 7-8
PO Box 399

Fort Benton, MT 59442
622-5112

Gfédes 2-6
FORT SHAW

Fay W. Lesmeister

Fort Shaw School Dist. 6
Box 38

Simms, MT 59477
264-5110

Grades K-8
FRENCHTOWN

Robert M. Banks, Superintendent
Frenchtown School Dist. 40

PO Box 117

Frenchtown, MT 59834
626-5762

Grades 2-8

FROMBERG

Gary L. Webber, Superintendent
Fromberg School Dist. 30 and 6
PO Box 188

Fromberg, MT 59029

668-7755

Grades 9-12

GALATA {(Conrad Cooperative)

Virginia Hagen
Galata School Dist. 21
Box 76

Galata, MT 59444
432-2125

Grades K-8
GLENDIVE

Sandra Scott

Special Services Director
Glendive School Dist. 1
Box 701

Glendive, MT 59330
365-5377

Grades K-12
GREAT FALLS

Gail Cleveland, Director
Gifted Education

Great Falls Schoo!l Dist. 1
3300 3rd St. NE

Great Falls, MT 59404
791-2270

Grades 4-8
HAMILTON

Clifford Johnson
Hamilton School Dist. 3
Box 980

Hamilton, MT 59840
363-2280

Grades K-6
HARDIN

Karen Davidson

Gifted Education

Hardin School Dist. 17-H
c/o Hardin Middle School
Hardin, MT 59034
665-1408

Grades K-12
HARLOWTON

Clarene Dysart, Principal
Hilicrest School

500 8th Ave. NE
Harlowton, MT 59036
632-4361

Grades K-6
HAVRE

Paul Palm, Assistant Superintendent
Havre School Dist. 16

PO Box 7791

Havre, MT 59501

265-4356

Grades 3-8



-

HELENA

Sharon Walker

& ‘ossiter Elementary
\r497 Sierra Rd. East

w“HUNTLEY PROJECT

Helena, MT 59601
458-5001

Grades K-8

tinnea Ghilardi
Helena High School
1300 Billings Avenue
Helena, MT 59601
442-8090

Grades 9-12

Keith Meyer, Principal
Kessler School Dist. 2
4222 Hwy. 12
Helena, MT 59601

Grades 1-6

HIGHWOOD

Hayden Hedrick
Highwood School Dist. 28
Box 100, RR 1
Highwood, MT 59450
733-2081

Srades 1-8

Linda Drayson, Principal
Huntley Project School Dist. 24
Worden, MT 53088

967-2540

Grades 2-6

JOLIET

Marilyn Vukonich
Joliet Elementary Dist. 7

Drawer G
Joliet, MT 59041
962-3541

Grades 3-6
KALISPELL

Gayle Vidal, Program Director
Gifted & Talented Program
Kalispell School Dist. 5

233 1st Avenue East
Kalispell, MT 533901

755-8000

Grades 1-9

wrerry Miller

Cayuse Prairie Schoot Dist. 10

o 897 Lake Blaine Road

Kalispell, MT 59901
755-2857

n Grades 2-8

Claudia Potts, Director
Evergreen School Dist. 50
232 Pheasant Drive
Kalispell, MT 59901
752-0101

Grades K-8

| Terry Ewing

West Valley School Dist. 2
2290 Farm to Market
Kalispell, MT 59901
755-7239

Grades 2-8

KEVIN (Conrad Cooperative)

Candis Peterschick
Kevin School Dist. 8
PO Box 47

Kevin, MT 59454
337-2531

Grades K-8
LAME DEER

Donna Livingston

Lame Deer School Dist. 6
PO Box 96

Lame Deer, MT 59043
477-6379

Grades 1-8
LAUREL

Bob Western, Principal
Laurel School Dist. 7-70
West School

502 Eighth Avenue
Laurel, MT 59044
628-6914

Grades 1-9
LEWISTOWN

Cynthia Bauman
Lewistown School Dist. 2
212 Crystal Drive
Lewistown, MT 59457
538-8134

Grades 4-8

Robert Raver, Principal

Fergus County High School

412 6th Ave. So.
Lewistown, MT 59457
538-2321

Grades 10-12

LIBBY

Paut Stebbins

Libby School Dist. 4
111 E. Lincoln Blvd.
Libby, MT 59923
293-6204

Grades 1-12
LIVINGSTON

Pat Boyer, Director
Livingston Schocl Dist. 4 and
Livingston Cooperative

132 S. "B" Street

Livingston, MT 59047
222-6600

Grades 1-8

LODGE GRASS

T. Murray Westbrook

Lodge Grass School Dist. 27
Drawer AF

Lodge Grass, MT 59050
639-2385

Grades K-12
LONE ROCK

James L. Palmer

Lone Rock School Dist.- 13
994 Three Mile Creek Rd.
Stevensville, MT 59870
777-3314

Grades 1-6
MANHATTAN

Ron Zier, Principal
Manhattan Schoot Dist. 3
Box 425

Manhattan, MT 59741
284-3250

Grades 2-7
MARION

Johanna Bangman
Marion School Dist. 54
PO Box 8

Marion, MT 59925
854-2333

Grades 1-8
MILES CITY

Fred Anderson, Principal
Custer County High School
20 S. Custer Avenue

Miles City, MT 59301
232-4920

Grades 9-12



Don Gundlach

Miles City Elementary Dist. 2
Highland Park School

716 S. Cale

Miles City, MT 59301
232-3890

Grades 2-6
MISSOULA

Judi Fenton, Principal
Missoula School Dist. 1
Paxson School

South Higgins and Evans
Missoula, MT 59801
542-4055

Grades 1-8

MONTANA CITY

Penny Koke

Montana City School Dist. 27
Star Route, Box 127

Clancy, MT 59634

442-6737

Grades K-8

PARK CITY

Margit Thorndal

Park City School Dist. 5
PO Box 278

Park City, MT 59063
£633-2350

Grades 1-8
PENDROY {Conrad

Cooperative)

Jane King

Pendroy School Dist. 61
PO Box 65

Pendroy, MT 59467
469-2266

Grades 1-6
PINE CREEK (See Livingston

Cooperative)

Ellie Raffety

Pine Creek School Dist. 9
Rt. 38, Box 2067
Livingston, MT 59047
222-0059

POLSON

Carolyn Heinz

Polson School Dist. 23
111 4th Avenue East
Polson, MT 59860
883-5555

Grades K-12

POPLAR

Gary Greff

Poplar Elementary Dist. 9
Box 458

Poplar, MT 59255
768-3409

Grades 1-8

POTOMAC

Gayle Everly

Potomac School Dist, 11
Potomac Road

Bonner, MT 59823
244-5581

Grades K-8
POWER (Conrad Cooperative)

Larry Lehman

Power School Dist. 30
PO Box 155

Power, MT 59468

Grades K-12
RED LODGE

Sheila Newlin

Red Lodge School Dist. 1
311 S. Oaks

Red Lodge, MT 59068
446-1804

Grades K-8

RONAN

Bob Slonaker
School Dist. 30
Drawer R

Ronan, MT 59864
676-3390

Grades 2-8
ROUNDUP

Gayle Hekgson
Roundup School Dist. 55
600 1st Street West
Roundup, MT 59072
323-1512

Grades 1-12
RYEGATE

Jean Wallace

Ryegate School Dist. 6
PO Box 127

Ryegate, MT 59074
568-2211

Grades K-8

SAND COULEE

Jim Moulds

Centerville School Dist. 5
Sand Coulee, MT 59472
736-5123

Grades K-8

ST. IGNATIUS

Harold McPherson, Superintendent
St. Ignatius School Dist. 28
Box 477

St. Ignatius, MT 59865
745-3811

Grades 10-12
SEELEY LAKE

John Hebnes, Superintendent
Seeley Lake School Dist. 34
Drawer C

Seeley Lake, MT 59868
677-2265

Grades 2-8
SHEPHERD

Barbara Wagner

Shepherd Elementary School Dist. 37
Box 8

Shepherd, MT 59079

373-5873

Grades 1-8

SIDNEY

Frank Daht, Principal
Sidney School Dist. 5
South Central Avenue
Sidney, MT 59270
482-4050

Grades 7-8
SOMERS

Wally Vinnedge, Superintendent
Somers School Dist. 29

Box 159

Somers, MT 59932

857-3301

Grades K-8
SUNBURST (conrad

Cooperative)

Alan Ryan
Sunburst School Dist. 2
Box 467

-

Sunburst, MT 59482 -

937-7366
Grades 1-12



*SUN RIVER

Nellie Sherman, Superintendent
Sun River Schooi Dist. 97

% ox
e River, MT 59483
264-5330

“ Grades 3-6
SUPERIOR

@ Jack Brookins, Principal
Superior School Dist. 3
PO Box 400

- Superior, MT 59872
822-4962

Grades 1-8
“ SWAN RIVER

Patty Jurkovich
I Swan River School Dist. 4
s 1205 Swan Highway
Bigfork, MT 59911
837-4528

ws Grades K-8
SWAN VALLEY

as Sharon Lamar

Star Route

“aeley Lake, MT 59868
. #54-2320
-

Grades 1-8

& TWIN BRIDGES

Mark H. Weber, Director
Twin Bridges School Dist. 7
- Drawer AC
ws Twin Bridges, MT 59754
684-5613

Grades 2-7
ULM

John Spurzem
- UM School Dist. 85
Box 188
Ulm, MT 59485
866-3313

Grades K-8

VALIER (Conrad Cooperative)

Richard A. Sirokman
Valier School Dist. 18
PO Box 528
w:  Valier, MT 59486
W79‘3610

~ Grades K-12
-

VAUGHN

Michael Button
Vaughn Schoot Dist. 74

Jaduttinal) Phogrno’

\Elsgt)jg%w?ng, MT 59487 B MA 1 44
965-2232 R
Grades K-8 %)ML) ‘\e_
WHITEFISH

Joe Malletta P W

Central School

2nd and Spokane
Whitefish, MT 59937
862-3568

Grades 5-8

WHITE SULPHUR
SPRINGS

Michael Anderson, Principal

White Sulphur Springs Schoot Dist. 8
PO Box C

White Suiphur Springs, MT 59645
547-3751

Grades K-6
WILSALL (Livingston

Cooperative)

Garrett Franks

Wilsall School Dist. J53-38
Box 131

Wilsall, MT 59086
578-2176

Grades 1-8
WINNETT

Winnett Elementary Dist. 159
Box 167

Winnett, MT 59087
429-2451

Grades 3-6
WOLF POINT

Tom Anderson

Wolf Point Elementary School Dist. 45
710 4th Ave. No.

Wolf Point, MT 59201

653-1653

Grades K-6

Rebecca Schmidt
School Dist. 45-45A
213 6th Avenue South
Wolf Point, MT 59201
653-1200

Grades 9-12






Montana

Januarv 23, 1387

Lﬁ*‘jﬁ Montana Association of Gifted and Talented Ecucation

Mv name is Paula Fascilla. I am the President of the Montana
Asaociation of Gifted and Talented Education, which i3 an

urg=n1 ation which was creat 21X vears ago by educatora who
Ware ncerned about the =zpecial needs of gifted children.
b
"

IIl

auJ

< 1
A.G.A. .E. now haa over &00 membera throughout the atate!:
parents, teachers, and administrators. I am also a first
grade teacher in Kaliapell Public Schoolz. I am speaking asa
a proponent for maintaining the existing level of funding for
gifted and talented educaticn within the OPI budget, which
includes the ataff position and funding for program
deve.iospmant.

f

At a2 time when difficult hudget decisicons must be made, one
must look for "fringe'" or "luxurv'" line itsnms. Gifted and
Talented Education is not one <f these ite: :z.

Frequertly, one heare the adage "gifted ch..dren will make it
on thelr own.'" This i1g largely a mvith. I fact, many gifted

children are achieving at levels which are three to four
grades below their abilliity. Cne 1n five of our potentially
gifted students drops out of school. In addition, a great
proportion of our chemically dependent youth are gifted. In
our own state, three children whno might have been described
as g:ft=d hava committed suicide 1n ths last vear.

Excellence requires innovation. The maoniesz al
Gifted and Talented educaticn gprovide t an
innovation and e=xcellence. The =ir1atence of
over the course of time has created a vehicl
achoola may initiate i1nnovative programs, wh
often absorbed into the diatrict budget at +
the grant. These project= benetit all chil dren through
increased t=acher effsctivensesa,.

For awxample, in my echool, a sixth grade teacher has
initiated an individualized math program which provides
enough flexibility to meet the needs of his gifted students
and challenge all his studenta. He became inspired at an OPI

Y



aponesored worxshop on aath for gifted vouth, Many teachsra
in my diestrict have develcped methods for fZeaching reading
based on i1nformation they receivaed at a conference on girted
education. They are providing approgriate learning
experiences for nhelir gitted children, and have also modified
these methacds so that thelr entire class may be involved.
These tzaching technigques reflect the mest racent research on

effactive teaching.

The taak hefore vou 13 difficult, I realize. However, the
money which 18 apent on Sifted and Talented Education is
possibly our best insurance that Mcontana’s education system
will continue to improve in thesgse troubled times.




8ILL COOPER

Superintendent

KEN SIDERIUS
Asst. Superintendent

FLATHEAD HIGH SCHOOL
Principal, William Vogt
KALISPELL JUNIOR HIGH
Brincipsl. Larry Schuiz
LINDERMAN SCHOOL

Princioal, Josepn Super
ELROD SCHOOL
Principal, Auaseit Winters
RUSSELL SCHOOL
Principsi. Leanna isaecson
PETEASON SCHOOL
Principai. Charigs Migeman
HEDGES SCHOOL
Prncipsl. Kans Jones
EDGERTON 3CHOOL
Pancipal. Rick Davis

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 5

PHONE 755-5015 - 233 1ST AVE. EAST - KALISPELL, MONTANA 59901

TOM TRUMBULL
Business Manager
GARY ROSE
Administrative Asst,

January 22, 1987

To: Appropriations Joint Education Subcommittee Members
Ret Gifted and Talented Education Appropriation
From: Leanna Isaacson, Principal, Russell School

I have been involved in the gifted and talented program for
ten years. During that time I have watched the children in
our district, as well as throughout the state, benefit from
the hard work and perseverance of dedicated educators and
their supporters that have worked to provide supplemental
funding for G/T children.

Teachers are now well aware that there are children with
exceptional abilities that need different types of
programmming within the framework of the current educational
setting. Providing those same children with appropriate
Kinds of learning experiences is a challange that goes
beyond dedication and committment., It takes money.

With funding, made available through the legislature, new
and exciting intellectual and creative opportunities have
become available for children in our district, both directly
and indirectly. The grant money was used in part, to
develop programs for the exceptionally gifted student, since
it quickly became apparant that their needs were
additionally unique. In addition, workshops that teachers
attended provided a basis upon which other classroom based
curricular programs were designed and implemented. Future
Problem Sclving teams are now a part of our school, with
students requesting to be part of this exciting group that
meets during the lunch time. A differentiated staffing model
was created following a workshop in math for gifted
students, sponsored by OPI. Each of the curricular areas
have a component designed to meet the needs of the gifted
with a direct effect on all children.

Yet, we are faced with the grim reality that without funding
that is identified specifically for gifted children,
programs will fade. Children will not loose their gifted
status of need, but the same opportunities for successful
experiences will not be the same. The support for teachers
and children will simply not be there.

-~



As an elementary principal I am continuously reminded about
the problems facing Montana legislatures regarding school
funding issues. Yet, maintaining the existing level of
funding for gifted and talented education within the. OPI
budget will insure that the needs of a very critical group
of children will not be forgotten. Please, allow us to
continue to build on the efforts of the last 10 years.

Sincerely,

s Jraacir

Leanna Isaacson



School District No. 30, Lake County

ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL

Ronan, Montana 59864

January 19, 1987

Members of the Education Committee
Montana Legislature
Helena, Montana

Dear Montana Education Committee Members:

I understand that you will be considering program
alterations for the gifted & talented this week. Before
you consider any revisions or alterations in the small
program we have, I urge you to consider the following
thoughts.

1. Many gifted and talented children are performing
1-2 grade levels below their ability level because of a
lack of challenges. These challenges are most aptly
provided through a program designed for their special
intellectual needs.

2. Most teachers & many school districts are willing
to do what they can to challenge their gifted students.
However, there is little training & so few local resources
available to provide the support schools & teachers need
to provide for the needs of these students.

3. OPI gifted & talented services have been the sole
resource that has been constantly available for support,
program development, and information so badly needed by
our local schools.

4, Money presently budgeted for the gifted & talented
office is a very small percentage of the total educational
budget. It is all we have to give special support & infor-
mation that will help to develop minds that will be leading
our state tomorrow. :

I urge you to retain the gifted & talented services we

presently have available to support the gifted & talented
in our state.

Sincerely,

Terri O'Fallon,
Principal

T0/1m



PROJECT ROSE
SCHOOL DISTRICT #6
d Box 1259
COLUMBIA FALLS, MONTANA 59912

1o Montana State Legislature oate January 21, 1987
' Joint Committee on Finance and Claims
sussect Funding for Gifted/
Talented

Gifted Education needs and should have support from the Montana
Legislature. Grants that have been given to School District #6 have
made a difference. We were able to begin teacher training in gifted
education, start and continue a gifted program (Project ROSE), and
purchase appropriate materials for the G/T library. Without those
funds we would not have been able to accomplish those goals.

Specifically I have observed changes in parent, administrator,
and teacher attitudes toward gifted children. Gifted children's
unique talents and interests are now being better met through our
program. Gifted Children are now feeling self-worth and are able to
pursue and grow toward their potential.

I appreciate the financial support that we received for our
-’ program. In order to continue the essential training we need for our

teachers and the growth we need to expand our program for children,

please keep funding for gifted education a priority.

Sincerely.,

oymy,

Judith K. Cockrell, Coordinaton

tern # ML5N72 - Wheeler Group inc. 1982 FOLD AT (—) TC FIT DRAWING BOARD ENVELCPE ¥ EW10P



SCHOOL DISTRICT

NORTHEAST PORTION QF FLATHEAD VALLEY

MONTANA'S LARGEST SCHOOL DISTRICT STREICHING FROM

NUM B: S IX CANADIAN BOUNDARY INTO BOB MARSHALL -WILDERMESS,
) AND INCLUDING HALF OF GLACIER NATIONAL PARK AN THE
KOO e - §

A

COLUMBIA FALLS"MONTANA 599121259

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL
TELEPHONE (406) 892-4321

January 21, 1987

TO: Joint Committee on Finance & Claims
FROM: Lee Murphy, Primary Principal

I want to personally lend my support to funding gifted and talented
programs in our schools.

The benefits to all students in the Columbia Falls Elementary School
from G-T funds are many. Probably most important is the opportunity
to train and in-service all 1lst through 6th grade teachers in methods,
techniques and concepts which in the long run not only benefit the
gifted children but all children in our school. In addition, a
library of materials has been built which again benefits not only the
gifted but all students.

Providing the very best education for all children in our state is

a goal of every Montanan. Funding the gifted-talented programs is a
very real and effective way of better meeting that goal.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

7 /ﬂM~
X1 f u/ Vz a ,
C?rbﬁ:@»¢4¥4 hy 7

eland A. Murp

COLUMBIA FALLS HIGH SCHOOL — COLUMBIA FALLS JUNIOR HIGH
GRADE SCHOOLS IN COLUMBIA FALLS, CORAM, ESSEX, HUNGRY HORSE, MARTIN CITY AND WEST GLACIER

-



1/17/87

Joint Appropriations Committee
Montana Legislature
Helena, Mt,.

Dear Sirs,

First, thank you for the essential grant support you've
given the gifted program in our rural school.

Since the G/T R.0.S.E. program began, the difference in my
daughter's attitude and outlook toward her giftedness has been
phenomenal. Four years ago she came to me in tears =saying,
"I'm so tired of hiding my A papers from my friends." She was
ready to trade in her potential for acceptance. Since then a
G/T program headed by a dedicated coordinator, Mrs. Judy
Cockrell, and funded by grants, has systematically and
thoroughly trained teachers to identify and challenge gifted
students. My daughter is aware of her potential and optimistic
about her ability to contribute to society. A recent goal
setting project she completed listed some wonderful
possibilities. I'm so thankful for the encouragement and
confidence she receives from the school staff and to the
Montana Legistators who are willing to invest in our future
leaders.

In summary, if the members of the Appropriations
Committee are still committed to the "search for excellence", I
urge you to focus on the tremendous potential to be found in
Montana's gifted youth. Please don't allow the frustrations of
trying to balance the state budget to convince you to overlook
our future leaders and problem solvers. Keep grants for gifted
education as a priority in our state.

Respectfully,

-

oy /- i
[ e A2 //
Mra. Jane Renfro
P.O.Box AAA

Columbia Falls, Mt
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PROJECT ROSE , o
SCHOOL DISTRICT #6 ’iE
Box 1259 ﬁ

COLUMBIA FALLS, MONTANA 59912

-

10 Montana State Legislature patg January 21, 1987
Joint Committee on Finance and Claims
susseer Funding for Gifted/
Talented

Gifted Education needs and should have support from the Montana
Legislature. Grants that have been given to School District #6 have
made a difference. We were able to begin teacher training in gifted
education, start and continue a gifted program (Project ROSE), and
purchase appropriate materials for the G/T library. Without those
funds we would not have been able to accomplish those goals.

Specifically I have observed changes in parent, administrator,
and teacher attitudes toward gifted children. Gifted children's
unigue talents and interests are now being better met through our
program. Gifted Children are now feeling self-worth and are able to :
pursue and grow toward their potential. “ﬁ

I appreciate the financial support that we received for our
program. In order to continue the essential training we need for our
teachers and the growth we need to expand our program for children,
please keep funding for gifted education a priority.

Sincerely, 2

Cudith K, Cockrell, Coordina%

o . FOLD AT (=) TO FiT DRAWING BOARD ENVELOPE ¥ E
ter. 8 MCENTO meger Grout tNC “3se .

& E 2 |
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Hardin Public Schools

ELEMENTARY DISTRICT NO. 17H & HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 1

522 North Center Avenue Big Horn County
Hardin, Montana 59034 T (406) 665-1304

January 20, 1987

Rep. Dennis Nathe
Educational Sub Committee
Helena, MT 59620

Dear Rep. Nathe:

I wish to express my support for continued funding for Gifted
Education at the same level as in the past. This funding has provided
seed money for unprecendented change and growth in our district.
Following are only a few of the specific ways it has helped.

1. A grant for development of our program. It enabled us to research
programs, assess our needs and involve parents. It also bYbecame a
guide for program development in other schools in eastern Montana. At
least 700 people have visited our schools to observe and discuss our
program over the past four vears.

2. It has made it possible to provide training for classroom teachers
in identification of, and curriculum development for, gifted children.
This training was shared with other schools.

3. Assisted in developing identification process for Native American
students and securing non-culturally biased testing for our students.

4, Training in methods that have not only benefited gifted but the
ertire student population.

5. Provided seed monev that helped extend our program bevond the
classroom to workshops, mentors, field trips, etc.

6. Provided seed money for the development of a thinking skills
curriculum that has been shared with other schools.

7. Made it possible for us to develop our building facilitator Model
and to extend our program across grades 1- 12.

8. Made it possible for us to have excellent resources through Nancy
Lukenbill at OPI.

To loose this support would mean going backward in education. It
would be a message to one large segment of our student population that
their needs are not as important as others. To keep this suppert s
an affirmation to these students that we value their rig*ts teo eaquatl
education.

Thank vou for every consideration.

Sincerely,
/ -

. . e v .

D L T ey
Doris Hastings, Curriculum Coordinator
Hardin School District

Chr. AGATE State Education Committee
DH/d1lc

’1/

ACCRFIYVTED BY THE NORTHWEST ACO RS DUTING ASSOUTATION AND THE MONTAN G DEPARTVMENT OF BPURPIC INSTRUGC P



GIFTED/TALENTED PROGRAM DESIGN

School District #17H and 1

Gifted/Talented Philosophy Statement

The Hardin School District!s philosophy states that ''the Board of
Trustees recognizes that the first priority of the schools must be to
provide for the intellectual and creative growth of all students''.

The school, in cocperation with the home, church, and other agercies
of the community, w 1! seek to provide opportunities for individuals to
develop abilities to think and function to their fullest potential and to
becore self-directed learners. It is the pufpose of the gifted and talented
program to facilitate differentiated learning cpportunities to meet the
unique needs of gifted and talented students.

Recognizing the value of self-concept to a student's total growth, as
well as to his/her becoming an independent learner, the program will pro-

mote growth in social and creative abilities as well as intellectual.



Gifted and Talented Definition

Gifted and Talented students shall be ce“inec as those students

who consistently excel or show potential to excel significantly above

average in such encdeavors as general intellectual ability ard/cr creative

ability to the extent that they need and can benefit from differentiated

education programs and/or services not offered by the regular curriculum.

A third important comporent of giftedness is task commitment.

The specific areas included in this definition may be further

defired as:

1.

Ce-eral ‘rtellectua! atility: refers to these students who

Fave high acaceric ach.evement or potential in several fields
of study.

Creative ability: refers to those students who possess

(1) Exceptioral creative and productive thinking skills, and/or
(2) Exceptional talents in visual and perforring arts,

Tack Lomritmert: refers to the ability tc become totally

involved in a problem or area for an extended period of time.
Extended resezrch shows that creative/productive persorns are far
mcre task oriented and invclved in their work {bcth in and ocut of

the classroom) trag neral pozulation,

averace
ability

creativity



GIFTED AND TALENTED GOALS

To identify those children who are gifted and/or talented in the
areas of intellectual and creative ability.

To develop an awareness of needs of the gifted and talented children
with educators, parents and the community members.

To provide appropriate learning opportunities that will allow gifted
and talented children to become independent and self-directed learners
who, through their task committment, develop their abilities in areas
of intellectual achievement, creative thinking processes and/or fine
arts and leadership.

To encourage the gifted and talented student to develop a positive
self-concept and the ability to relate to others.

To facilitate the involvement of the parents and community as a
resource to the gifted/talented program.

To provide managerment that will guide the operation of the program
through sound planning, coordination, and evaluation.

PROGRAM TIME LINE

Gr. | Spring 52 82/63 83/8k 84/85 §5/86 86/87 w@ﬁ
K 1D 10 1D - 1D

1 10 e cc cc cc

2 1D 1q cc cc cc

3 ID 1D 1ce cc cc cc

4 Piloting | CC cc cC cc

5 1D? 1ec cc cC cc i
6 107 1ee? 1ec cc cc
7 In? I? n I ¢
8 07 fio/1L? I? I ‘
9 KEY: | 1I?

10 ID Identification J' l

2

11 ICC - CC [imz'ementadion tlaeroon Clustpr J’ %
12 L Indepepdent Learney v d

Y

Planning, training, and program deve!spment and evaliaticn will continy
through this five year pariod.

#
i
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January 21, 1987

Educational and Cultural Sub-Committee
State Capitol
Helena, Montana 59620

Dear Senators and Representatives,

| grew up in Harlem, Montana, near the Fort Belknap Reservation. There was an Indian
boy who was one of the top math students in my class. When he was a junior he quit

school. The next | heard of him was when he died an alcoholic in his 20's.

There are 25 Indian students in the gifted program at Crow Agency Public School. We

are trying to help them to acquire the skills, the self-confidence, and the positive
self-image that they will need in order to become the adults they are capable of becoming.

Theirs is an environment of poverty and unemployment, neither of which tends to en-
courage academic achievement or feelings of self-worth, Some of these children will
one day be the leaders of their people. Some are capable of becoming doctors,lawyers,
scientists, and artists. They need the types of educationa! and social experiences
which the gifted program is providing, so that they can develop the skills and self-
confidence that will make them positive role models for the children of the future.

The students are becoming independent learners, critical and creative thinkers and
problem solvers. Through participation in after-school workshops on an equal basis
with white children from Hardin they are gaining the self-confidence which they need
to succeed in school and in life.

Through the financial assistance of state Gifted/Talented grants and the support and
guidance of our state G/T specialist, Nancy Lukenbill, teachers at Crow Schocl have
received the necessary training and materials to properly teach their gifted students.

Qur program, as it is based in the regular classroom, has a strong impact on all
students at Crow School. All students have opportunities to hear special speakers
and to participate in activities dealing with thinking skills. Moreover, as the
teachers have become better teachers of the gifted, they have become better teachers

of students of all abilities.

We have gained much krowledge about working with gifted Native American children--
from the children themselves, from parents and adult leaders, and from other educators.
We have shared this knowledge with teachers and administrators from throughout the
country--Washington, Arizona, Wisconsin, and other areas. We have shared this
knowledge with a number of Montana educators, through presentations at the Montana
Indian Education Association Conference, the Montana conference on gifted education,
and through contact with educators from individual school districts. For instance, |
have been working this year with a group from Fort Belknap.

We have accomplished much, but there is still much to do. In conclusion, I'd like

to stress that we could not have done any of this without state financial assistance
and leadership. Not only the gifted children but all children in Montana deserve

and need the continued benefits of state leadership and funding of Gifted and Talented
Education.

Sincerely, .

K Ardan, ,@_, PR 7. PN

Karen Davidson

Gifted and Talented Coordinator
Hardin School Districts

Hardin, Montana 59034

7>
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Dy Karern Laviason

The tarm "Talent Poal' refers to a grc.z of s:.zents who have cartain
tyces of educational needs. The Farcin Schocl Cistrict's philosophy states
that “the Board of Trustess reccgnizes that t-e €irst oriority of tre schools

m.stob

[§Y]

- M . - L. 1 - -
to grovide for tma int2llecrus

o

and creative growth cf all stuzents''.
it is the responsi=ility of the scncols to try to reet *ne individual educza-

tional needs of each student within the district.

So that you m gnt better understand the nacessity of providing certain
tyces of challengss for Talent Pccl students, imagine the fcllowing zituation,
You are the parent cof three children (for convenience we'll say that they're
all daughters).

Your oldest child has a learning disability. She has been provided
aopropriate types of learning cpportunities since she was in kindergarten.
She is now fourteen years cld and is continuing to learn the skills and
cocing technigues which will enabl2 her to lead an indesendent, productive
life. She enthusiasticaily enjoys school and is proud of har accomplishments.
The school is meeting its resoonsibility of providing for her irtellectual
and creative growth, Her special needs are being met.

Your youngest child, who is ten, also enjoys school. Her achiasve=ent
test scores show her to be aporoximately at grace level in all areas.

At times, assigrments are difficult for her, but she seems to enjcy the
chailenge. She has learned goocd stud. habits and gererally receives B's
and C's on her report card. The reduiar school curriculum meests her special
needs, and thus the school is providing for her intellectual and creative
growth,

Your middle child, who is now twelve, is not doing so well in school.
You remember when she entered first grade she was so excited about learning
that she could barely contain her enthusiasm when she talked zbout school.

By the time she was in second grade she was rezding at the sixth grade

level. Gradually, over the years, her enthusiasm for school has faded.

Now, in seventh grade, sh= hates school, and many mornings it is nearly
impossinle to force her to attend. You wnow thnat she is tored anc frustrated
because most of what is being taught in her cless she aiready knows. Wnen

an unfamiliar concept cr skill is introduced s~ at first shows interest;
Rawever, when she is farced to gerfo-— e~diess ¢rill a~d practice zfrer

she has mastered the concept or skill she undarstandably palks. Wwnhen



ycu disciss this problem with her teachers they say, ''She's smart., Sh=
czn make it on her own.'' You know that she is not making it on her own.
She hates school, and her grades have dropped. She is not beirg challerged,
and she often refuses to compiete assignments which she feels are a waste
of time. The school is not meeting her special needs.

Through implementaticn of special programs for such students, utilizing
the Talent Pocl concept, we are beginning to meet the educaticnal needs cf
such students. They reguire intellectual and creative challenges which will

stimulate their minds and produce growth and learning, as do all children.

Without these challenges, some of our children might be allowed and even

encouraged to waste their years in school and to not fully develop their

shbilities. It is the school's responsibility to provide for the needs cf
all students, and the needs of this particular minority have long been

ignored.
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HONORS PROGRAM

A.ERICA HENRY

BE. FEESHMAN AT HELENA HIGH SCHQOL ‘1
C.3 HONORS CLASSES i
D. REASONS TO SUPPORT: ;
1.GREAT DIFFERENCE IN ABILITY '
2.SLOWER STUDENTS CAN’'T COMPETE %
3.HARD TO GET INTO GOOD COLLEGES .
4 . BETTER STUDENTS LOSE INTEREST W/0 CHALLENGE %

5. TYPES OF CLASSES TO SUIT ALL NEEDS

6.CLASSES FOR HANDICAPPED STUDENTS jéEN PR;QVI E FOR GIFTED
SO @i ot S s O Ch Loy
7.TOUGH JOB MARKE? AND HARD IF LITTLE TRAINING FOR AB L N 5

CLOSING STATEMENT: HOW DO YOU EXPECT STUDENTS TO GET JOBS IF THEY ARE

NOT TRAINED TO THE BEST OF THEIR ABILITIES?

4
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BiLL COOPER
Superintendent
KEN SIDERIVS

Asst, Superintendent

FLATHEAD IGM SCHOOL
Principal, Witiiam
K%‘LL Jumau

|.|NM;UM SCHOOL
Principel

ELAOD SCHOOL
Brmc

i

Joseph Super

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 5

PHONE 755-5015 - 233 1ST AVE. EAST - KALISPELL, MONTANA 59901

January 19, 1987

Dear Interested Montanans: -

I speak as a primary level "Gifted & Talented" tgach-
er and facilitator, as well as the mother of a8 gifted
16 year old.

From my experience with gifted learners, I know that

the support and resources provided through a strong =~ "

"GT"-program expands teacher's skills as well as all
students achievments, gifted or not, because teache?s
aim their goals to meet the needs of the top minds in
their classrooms.

What ‘more could we ask for Montana's greatest resource,
its youth.

We all know the necessity of budgeting and cu@ting ex-
penses, but not at the sacrifice of our most important

_.assets.

I.can think of no part of our educational process which

‘-could be considered more important ¢than meeting the

needs and challenges of Montana's brightest minds.

S1ncere1y, Z

i Patrlcxa J. Ormlston

" School District #5

1986 Teacher Of The Year

TOM TRUMBULL

Business Manage
GARY ROSE

Administrgfive Ase
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Deer tirs,

I en writing in regards to lontzna's funding of the 3ifted zand
Talented programs in our schools. Before you deny fundinzg for these
programs, I hope you will consider what e vitzl part of elucation they
ere for many students. Ly daughier has been tested 2s an extremely gifted
student. VYour first reaction might be that we are all very fortunate, and
that she has very little trouble in school. However, we nave experienced
so many problems, that had it not bsen for our loczal 3ifted zni
prozram my daughter would be in serious trouble todzy.

She found schoolwork boring, znd had great difficulty relating to
her peer group. This was very damaging to her, especizlly emotionally.
Thank heavens we hai a competant GT staff that sterped in and found
challenging prozrans for her, They also provided counseling to help her
cope with being "different”,

Beczuse of our GT program she has blossored into a bright and eazer
student, Last yezr when she was accelerated &z grade our CZT directors
were right there to zuide her throuzh the transzition and provide much
needed support. [y daughter has espscially benefited fro- the zdult
mentors who were scheduled for her through our GTX =pecial program.

She gained so much knowledge and self-esteem from these wonderful peorle.
GT has also provided her with classes at our local college and she will
continue with those this year. As a direct result of this progran, I see
a future of unlimited possibilities for my daughter.

Iy daughter, and the hundreds like her across lontanz, are our
state's brightest hope for the future. We must invest in these children
today so that they can make Montazna a great state to live in tomorrow.

This surely must be considered a resource which is well worth funding.

Respectfully yours, <

%



ABACUS BUSINESS SERVICES

86 SUSSEX DRIVE
KALISPELL, MONTANA 59901
(406) 752-6706

To: Appropriations Joint Bidueatieon
Committee
Helena, Mt

Frem: Jo Aune Meilahn
720 11th Ave. VWest
Kalispell., Mt.

Dear Legislator,

I viould like to express my feelings on the G T program here
in Ralispell. My thrvee children have attendad schosl here in Kal -
ispell for four years. I am a partner in a Kalispell business.

My 16 year old daughter was involved in the ¢ T program for
3 years, just follewing our move here. Sha has always gotten fond
grades and one of her tLeachers noticed a spaecial aptitude in the
area of writing. Subsequently, she was choszan to attend some G T
classes offered at Flathead Vallzy Community College. These
classes put some direction in her lifc and she has decided to
direct her studies toward the writing field in college.

If she had not attended the G T classes, I don’t know if she
would have heen in tune with her abilities. Sﬁe was also selected
to attend a German comp with a partial szcholarship, through this
program. I feel we need to keep these pragrams available for our
children, so they may seek out their talents and have an oppor-

tunity to explere a chosen academic endeavor.

Sincerely,

D
%a/lwca //’- -'-"*-’-/ai.'fu,'
/

'Jo Anne Meilahn
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P.0. Rox 5251
K2lisnell, T 533073
Jaru=sry 20, 1987

I am 2 >yardmother of tuwe children ip the Zalispell Schocl System, Boty
have bheen in tre G,T., Prozram for severnl vears, Durir~s the two vyaars

I have beer here I have chauffered them 5 vyzrinua G,T, flagecee, =nl inpn
1995 I took myv graridaucghter t~ Carroll Cnllere Iin Telera for 2 full
week of G,T, activitizae, While *hore T atteried the meetinecsg for narents
as mv danchter ccul?d pot hsa there,

For over forty veevae I have heen in edlicartinp -- either ag g stulert

cr as g teagher, Therefore, I feel nahle +tn evaluate educstinngl sit-
nationg, When I moved out here fram the eagt two vears aco I thoueht that
tha Anality ~f educatrion mish+t ne harpered 1f 1+ were fimied aceording

to the parmlaticon, I have heen vervy happvy to lTeern that the opposite is
tryve -- at least here in ¥oliepell, 1 feel it 1s sunerior to those in

much more popnlcus areas,

If I feel this wav sbhout the cereral eduraticn oro<rar here, you can
imacine how I feel 2hant tre material nrecented £5 those stndents ve call
"rifted a2nd taler*ted",

Please do vour urmecst to continue this worderfnl chsllenxe to tnose
youn~ peonle whna 11111 he the leaders in cur communities in a very few
years,

Thark you,

Sircerely vours,

(ot (o) Lo

(rs.) Rnty W, recosan




Dear Legislator,

I think that the G/T program is important to the schools
of Montana. You should continue funding the G/T program.
I think sometimes school is boring and that G/T keeps me
interested in learning new things. Some of the things
that I have learned in G/T are: Logic, Math and Art.

I’'m in 3rd grade at Edgerton school Kalispell Mt.

Yours truly,
J&w ébwﬂzmlﬂgj

Jay Cummings

PS T rg}ma’ this leter om My Mopps
50/77/&/42_2/;
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845 ®irst Ave, East
Kalispell, MT 59901
January 20, 1987

I would like to *ell you what the G. T. Program means to me, I have
been in the program five years and it has tancht me a lect,

Some of the thines I have enjoyed Yave been thrhe college courses, my
enrichment class that I take in school, learnins about computers, and
the many after-school activities such as art, science, and career-idea
courses,

I hope that you will agree with me that 1t has been very educational
and that you will not let the program be stopved.

Sincerely,

Sarah Smith
Grade 7
Lirderman School
Kaltispell, MT



January 23, 1987

Dear Legislative Appropriations Education Sub-Committee:

I am the mother of a gifted child. While my son has been in the program less than a year,

I can not begin to tell you the doors that have opened. This program is as necessary for
gifted children as programs are for the learning disabled. Gifted and Talented has not

only provided an outlet for these bright, creative and "eager to learn" children, but also
given the parents an understanding of their children and the special needs they have. To

cut funding for the program or the program itself would be a great injustice. Children with-
out the challenge that Gifted and Talented offers for their enthusiasm and learning abilities
would suffer greatly.

Please don't close the doors on these children. Vote to sustain the funding that Gifted and

Talented currently has.

oA



January 23, 1987

To: Appropriations Committee
From: Rian Meguire
eighth grade PACE student
North Jr. High School
Great ¥Falls, MT ]
Re: Possible loss of gifted education funds/coordinator

Dear Sirs,

The Montana Constitution says that [ am entitled to a quality
education hased on my abilities. Thus far, this has occurred,
However, T feel it is likely to be jeopordized if this funding is
not continued. T would like to think that the skills listed below
are covered in the regular classrooms but, [ know that they are
not stressed. For me, quality education is incomplete without
emphasis in these areas:

leadership creativity problem solving
public speaking time management goal setting
critical thinking processing skills brainstorming

Grants are heing applied for and funded with this money to devel-
op educational programs to meet the neceds of gifted students. [t
is because of such a grant that [ have the confidence to speak my
views regarding this issue,

I urge you to support this funding and its coordinator because
without this enrichment, school would be just another job. I think
I deserve to reach my full potential and a regular classroom ed-
ucation isn't going to get me there. I speak for many other
bright students who will become Montana's future leaders.

Sincerely,

foir 1e (j pLier

Rian Meguire’

86 Elk Dr.

Great Falls, MT. 59404
7616407

\?
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MY PROPOSAL FOR THE GIFTED AND TALENTED PROGRAM:

MISTER CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE:MY NAME IS JOSELYN WILKINSON AND I AM
REPRESENTING HELENA HIGH SCHOOL,.THIS STATEMENT WILL BE BRIEF AND TO THE POINT,BUT EVE
IF IT WAS NOT,I COULD NOT TELL YOU HOW MUCH I HAVE BENEFITTED FROM THE PROGRAM,IT HAS

GIVEN ME THE ABILITY TO REALIZE WHO I AM,NOT TO BE ASHAMED OF IT,AND TO RECOGNIZE WH
I CAN BECOME.BECAUSE OF WHAT THEY HAVE TAUGHT ME,I AM BETTER ABLE TO STRIVE FOR
EXCELLENCE 1IN EVERYTHING I DO.I HAVE ALSO RAISED '~ GOALS AND I AM BETTER ABLE TO g
REACH THEM.I HAVE BEEN WITH THE GIFTED AND HONORS PROGRAMS FROM THE VERY
BEGINNING OF MY EDUCATION AND I KNOW HOW MUCH  THEY HAVE HELPED ME TO GROW,

WHEN COOPERATIONS SET UP BUSINESSES IN AN AREA THEY LOOK TO COLLEGES FOR
WELL-EDUCATED STUDENTS AND WHEN THERE ARE NOT'. MANY THAT FILL THE R.EQUIRM.ENTS‘ THE
COLLEGES INTURN BLAME THE HIGH SCHOOLS FOR NOT PROVIDING A REQUIRED EDUCATION
WHICH INCLUDES EXTRA SKILLS FOR EACH STUDENTS'DEVELOPMENT AND THE HIGHSCHOOLS THEN
BLAME THE JUNIOR HIGH AND ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS FOR NOT FULLING THE GIFTED STUDENT'S
NEEDS.IT IS A VICIOUS CIRCLE AND THE STUDENTS ARE THE ONES THAT ARE THE VICTIMS OF OUR

SHORTSIGHTEDNESS.WE CANNOT EXPECT SCHOOLS TO TURN OUT COMPETENT AND HIGHLY SKILLED

INDIVIDUALS IF WE CONSTANTELY MAKE CUTS IN. THEIR CREATIVE EDUCATION.ERANKLY,

WE ARE SHOOTING OURSELVES IN THE FOOT. Wg
AT PRESENT,I AM ENROLLED IN THREE HONORS COURSES BY CHOICE.I HAVE NEVER SHRUNK

FROM A CHALLENGE,AND 1 CAN ONLY HOPE THAT FUTURE GENERATIONS AND THOSE IN THE EARL e

YEARS OF THEIR EDUCATIONS,WILL NEVER HAVE TO LACK THE COURAGE OR THE OPPORTUNITY.

70 RECOGNIZE THEIR OWN POTENTIAL AND CHALLENGE THEMSELVES.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME 3




WITNESS STATEMENT

adinted and
NAME ﬂm mwéflfl[wu BILL NO. Mg%(hng; 37mgu

appress /9 Iy &waf{bu?lu/ Helving, DATE Qm 3,198 F
WHOM DO YOU REPRESENT? jffg v fﬁgﬂdﬁy@(

SUPPORT )( OPPOSE AMEND

PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WITH SECRETARY.

Comments: I am very concerned about Gifted and Talented Funding
not only because of its ability to motivate children to learn
positively, but also because of its implications on the high school
honors and Advanced Placement programs. E&his Funding program only
costs the state $6 per child, which is cheaper than having to provide
college funds to kids who weren't smart enough to receive scholarships,
after Project Promise, Advanced Placement, and honors classes were cut
from the budget) Project Promise develops problem-solving skills and
teaches kids to have an open mind to new ideas which many older people

do not even have. The high school honors programs then develop the

writing skills, more problem-solving skills, and also critical thinking*

that prepares kids for college. These skills are so badly needed in
high school kids now and if the Gifted and Talented Funding is cut now
for grade school children, then it is just a matter:of time before the
high school programs are cut as well. At a time when we are trying to
upgrade our educational programs throughout the nation, Montana will be
fostering a state of mediocrity. If the school districts see the state
cut its funding for these programs, then they will think that these
programs are not as important, and so cutting them on a local level
will be an easy way to save money. This is very important to me

because I am a high school student who has received the benefits of the

X

"



honors and AP classes and I know how worthwhile they are. The regular
classes have no real motivation to get good grades because they don't
have the open minds and the developmental skills Project Promise gives
kids. There is such a dreat difference between my honors classes and
my regular classes in the intelligence and attitude that I know cutting

the budget for honors will only bring about more indifference and

mediocrity in the Montana schools.



P. O. Box 212
White Sulphur Springs, MT 59645
January 23, 1987

To The Legislative Appropriations Committee:

This letter is in regard to legislative cutting of gifted and talented educa-
tion funding.

In the White Sulphur Springs Elementary School our gifted program has been
in operation for three years. Our program is based upon the Joseph Renzulli
Triad Model as are many others throughout the state. Through the use of this
model in our gifted program, we have reached a higher level of education.

Our gifted program enhances the interests of all students in our school.
Many presentations are brought into the school to expose students to new

and exciting areas, otherwise not experienced. Students also work in special
groups to develop individual interests during which advance research skills
are taught. Throughout the program, critical thinking skills are stressed.
Beyond this aspect of our program, students with high levels of creativ-
ity, intelligence and special talents are reached at an even deeper level.
In our school, 47 students are given advanced services in which we strive

to help them reach their highest potential creatively, intellectually and

in their special talent areas. This advance research for these students
could not be possible for the regular classroom teacher to prepare for,

or teach in regard to money, time and materials. Schools have an obligation
to aid all students toward reaching their highest potential. Without a
gifted program and legislative funding we would be unable to achieve this
obligation. The true recipient of harm of withdrawal of funds would be

the student.

Not only has this program aided our students, it also has been of great
value to the teachers in our school. Teachers now have materials and train-
ing to help students of all levels pursue interest areas. Critical thinking
skills are now taught in a unified manner and through pullout of the gifted
students, others who need stress placed on the basics can have more teacher
interaction. ‘

Our giftedOur gifted program has enhanced our educational atmosphere for
teachers, and students (especially advanced students) and has obtained
much support from our community. Without legislative funding, all of this
would not be possible in terms of money, materials and time. Through the
cutting of these funds we would be taking a step backward in Montana's
education. Gifted education is a tool by which Montana students have the
opportunity to reach their highest potential. Will you be the ones to
remove this opportunity?

Thank you for your time and consideration of this letter.

Sincerely,
C]Zy’/ hadtn
(Mrs.) Teri Welch
Elementary Teacher



gfbs GREAT FALLS PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Skyline Center-Special Education
3300 Third Street N.E.

Great Falls, Montana 59404

(406) 791.2270

Statement of Gail Cleveland, Coordinator of Gifted Education Great Falls on
behalf of funding for gifted and talented education. | support the level of
funding recommended by the Office of Public Instruction.

Great Falls received a grant from the Office of Public Instruction for the
1986-87 school year which enabled us to provide inservice training to 60
kindergarten through third grade teachers on how to identify and program
for gifted students in their classrooms. There are currently no training
programs in Montana’s colleges and university which train teachers in the
area of gifted education. Consequently, inservice is the only option we have
available to train our teachers. These inservices in turn, keep our students
competitive with those from other states. Mrs. Lukenbill's office acts as &
central clearing-house of information and is available to consult with
school districts, particularly those districts not having resources for
specially trained persons in gifted education. We have used this service on
numerous occasions.

Past grants we have received have enabled us to expand our program to
serve 200 more students and also to provide for community integration of
our gifted program. Qur district has continued to fund these programs at a
local level.

Great Falls currently provides a program for students in grades 4 through 8.
Every year we continue to have more requests for services than we are able
to provide. Continued funding and support is essential for districts
throughout Montana to maintain their programs. Not only should the level of
funding be maintained but | believe it should be increased substantially.

El
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T Montana State Legizlature
Appropriations-Joint Education Sub-Committee

Re: Gifted and Talented Education Appropriations

Date: January 23, 1987

My name is Gayle Vidal. [ amn the Gifted and Talented Enrichment Program
Facilitator for Kalispell School District #5. ! am here to spezk in
favor ¢f maintaining the existing state funding appropriation for gifted

ang talented educaticn,

The funds the legislature has appropriated since 198! have helped cur

district make significant gains in planning for our able students.

In 1981-82, after being funded to study ways to better identify and
serve glfted handicapped students, we now we are able to more accurately

find and serve a wider variety of talented youngsters.

In 1983-84, after using these funds to involve elementary students in
reviewing and evaluating computer software, we are developing a scope
and sequence of computer instruction for a!l students in our elementary

classrooms.

In 1984-85 these funds helped us study ways to better serve extremely
gl fted students. We have used what we learned to make a number of

changes in our progranm.

First, we have developed a mentorship program which extensively involves

community leaders in working, as volunteers, individually with students.

o3



Second, our district has signed a formal agreement with Flathead Valley
Community College which encourages highly able elementary students to

enroll in college courses and to attend special events at FVCC.

Third, we have involved 5 teams of stucents in the Montana State Future
Problem Solving Program because we realized that some students needed

more opportunities to learn and to practice critical thinking skills.

Finally, after becoming painfully aware that highly gifted students need
more guidance and support services to help them better direct and use
their abilities, our counselors have developed Leacership Skills classes
in three of our elementary scheo! and are meeting individually with

other gifted students.

The appropriations for gifted and talented education have been extiremely
useful in helping local districts make their school anc community
procgrams more responsive to the specific educational needs of not only
gifted students, but all students. Every student has :ndividual neegs,
and as we learn better how to plan for gifted students’ specitic needs,
we are, in fact, also learning more apout how tc plan for the special

needs of all students.

Thank you for your time and attention.



Thank wvou

foLes

Connie Sa
Morntorton
Bozeman.
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WITNESS STATEMENT

Funding
NAME Steve Armstrong BILL NO.

Ta]entedif
Gifted il

ADDRESS P.0. Box 5711 Helena, MT 59601 DATE 23 Jan '87

WHOM DO YOU REPRESENT? Helena School District

SUPPORT XXX OPPOSE AMEND

PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WITH SECRETARY.

Comments:

Talented and gifted programs provide an ideal opportunity for the
very best and brightest that Montana has to offer. It is a given that
the bright, exceptional, student has very special needs throughout his
or her academic career; the talented and gifted program meets- those
needs.

The talented and gifted program prepares those individuals for the é
varied challenges they will meet throughout their academic career.
In Helena, for example, T & G students enter the honors and advanced
placement program as freshmen. Their skills are continually polished-
to the point that they can earn college credit as juniors and seniors.

These students are the best, academically and intellectually, \ﬁﬁ
that we have to offer this state. To deny their needs, special as they
are, is yet only another example of Montana's decline to mediocrity.
More importantly, it is a blatant example of Montana's acceptance of
mediocrity.

CS-34 ;2:5




My name is Karen Richardson. 1 live in Somers where I am a trustee on
the District 29, Flathead County School Board. 1 am here representing the
board and speaking in favor of maintalning the present appropriations for

gl fted education.

Our school district of 270 ANB, benefitted greatly from the grant we
recieved to write a program for the Gifted and Talented children who are
a part of our district. With the grant, we were able to write a program
and to identify the children. It also provided inservice for all of our
teachers on meeﬁlng the needs of gifted children working in the regular

classroom.

Since the beginning of our program, we provide for between 15 and 20
students each year. We feel that the program gives these students an
added dimension to their regular curriculum, creating for them a vehicle
for additional growth that would otherwise be undiscovered. By realizing
their potential now, these students will help create a better tomorrow
utilizing talents and ideas generated by gifted programs. We also feel
very strongly that gifted programs inhance the education of all the
children in the school and leads to excellence in education for all.

We urge you to maintain the funding for gifted education and provide

excellence in education for Montana children.

—
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COLSTRIP PUBLIC SCHOOLS

January 23, 1987

Rep. Dennis Nathe, Chairman
Sen. Judy Jacobsen

Sen. Swede Hammond

Rep. Dennis Iverson

Rep. Ray Peck

Sen. Greg Jergeson

Cifted and Talented Education |s of concern to the staff,
students, administration, and parents ln School District
#19. As an educator witn 16 and 1/2 Years of experience I
favor Gifted and Talented programs.

Colstrlip School District #19 Is currently supporting its own
program. We did receive a small grant when it began.
Smaller, less wealthy districts must rely on this bi-annual
appropriation to impiement their programs.

Current vesearch (s focused on Effectlve Schools where iarge
group instructlon and Mastery Learning are the norm. While
these programs are meeting the needs of the average and
below average student, they do not meet the neeas of :he top
15% of the stucent population. Gifted and Talents programs
are vital to the motivation and growth of these abie
gtucents. L

LW
You, the Appropriat# Sub Committee, are able to effect the
future-of new Gifted and Talented Programs through your
actions today. By approving monies for the continued
support of Gifted and Talented Programs you will be
benefiting students needing more than a regular school
program. [ appreclate your continued interested in
improving education.

Thank you,

Aumda 0 7t ﬂ

Linda D. Null

Principal

Pine Butte Elementary School
Colstrip, MT

DISTRICT NO. 19 + ROSEBUD COUNTY

PO. BOX 127. COLSTRIP, MONTANA 59323
[406) 748-2271
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Education Appropriations Comiilttee
Montana State Legislature

Dear Members of the Appropriations Committee:

As a classroom teacher 1 am often frustratea by the awount of
holding back we are forcea to do with our exceptional learners.,
Having such a variety of students with sucn wide rarnge of
abilities in our classrooms often is extre.ely limiting to
gifted and talented students.

As a Chapter I teacher Il see many stuaents who are "dropping
out™ in their classrooms from frustration and uvoredom with

the limited programs.,

A Gifted and Talented program offers a chance to challenge
young minds. It also offers training for teachers in tne
recognition of gifted students and teaches special technigues
for keeping their interest.

As a parent, I find that our children are often frustrated and
bored with the "regular classroom"., reeiings snarea by them ;
are feelings of isclation and not fitting in with other stucents, '

They feel out of place.
I'm concerned about high suicide rates awmong giited cnilaren.
I love my own chilcdren and the children [ teach too much to

see them slowed down or dropped out of our classroows because
no one cares enough to fund a Giited ana Taiented prograiu,

Sincerely,

%1/4/
Loulse Schlegel
/
{ E. Schl%geg



AT

,Z;U CATIon/ /47;’,0,%/9/2 (AATI0N S G)mm/ TTEE
Herepa, (AT

Y . /QQM/‘ L/ /1787
~—/—4:1:—‘ m;;vﬁ-ew 573/ commdlea déd—é«/y 5 wz,ZfL

%fm{éﬂy /em ma/( | /me/ Jecr 504/ e
. 075 Vet i wtdiond

' oﬂ,/aé/m. [(/4, /zoéldﬁé Zfdr /mr/mm@ %L« MM

i Tk weddl, Bhose o He high ﬁ,{%_
/J@a,éﬁ 7Y% ¢ue,£[aa/ hrae on Tha )éw @mﬂ S
i il OBt ol b ouitog
% Sogher Thivking Uy il oncounags Thiws
pretlin, asluny lidlids weukk fi dovelgoek

alipe of et i

FO.Bax 2 7 Mariow MT s9925






2 fave a govd atrae gf writh and



. . \ »
» o P ¢ L ~tik,f"""\ ,,"‘\
D-&CL'L < et fe e LN JJ a._ )
v
¥ ( } § L B 0 ~ . ; e
D S e ,
i : ! .
T K * - ’ I
e URS 1 Ly, e oo QT i o~ ;
j ' J oo
v v -
. "\ v b PRI “\._;l - R
B O J‘ e A SULU VI -
(I 5 |
v N R
i oy DA -
4 i
. | , ‘
A 1 - . b e f ‘A
1{
‘ : —i(' i
! y i - ¢ A g
- - / A iae Kby A2l v S

JD'& Q’Gw Wegey St "ﬁ::,‘. P - _u\ u,,; ¥

A,_.v T S IR S S Fon b »J u\p :ua

-

P -t Y oAl
WJ /L-/ C'% .X/J\./ (\JM,L..:O-K,. -._..IJ,.O .




20. Gan QQSQ

CQ‘S“‘Y"I (oF m“\ fahq
59393
Dear Sen. Gt‘es ‘Swscson,

T am a0 Phe 3'\$+c.d and
Yolented program of Diswrict 19
of (olsteip ' ¥, Moatana. L want
+e ask o rvequeSt o our belx
Proy  gouw  w\) uo¥e and ask
Hhar we nay Keep ‘e Ect.
ngram PurniThed v our School!

Eck. " has_ helped me in
manyy +hingd. L+  has “'Ou.ugh'#
me Yo do repor+s ;96 LS
myY +alents bettwr and much
mare,

L has also Shewn ™Me
Yhings about other Childvren
and abo N mﬁSQ.\'P. Now L car
underfand m-yscl‘P’ e lod loefre
Nnow) -

T aoam sure ¥ bhas helpe
many athers too

Sihcwl5/
Ki‘vn Button






Qﬂnw Jn’“ ird’fj'l 7 chx {Véft
7@@/ o b Lo .Jf 4 R ERT:
b 423 o w N ;‘;t £k %m; J‘fmv w1
L’M‘J)h ’l'l [" CNS LT e aw o & ‘MJ S fxwlf
72/@«/ T v head J,rz\/ M"f/*%@ W@U‘ $ meut 1
~-_,j,j Pt poas e j,&oz‘*yﬂ e o A2 Uu “‘ﬁgﬂ/dxﬂz_
G%»f, 411 Ac/fm»w v ﬁ?JﬂJMWLa

J







Y
f\/m—- ~r -

r

Y, ;

SR R W

[

. /

) NN '

¢ @ .

]

R

RS o
. L
TR TR ‘_‘7.,&,‘\‘_‘}; -

H

’)\)(\ N
<) )ﬁD 2y

A N
i j"

FJ\/\—}—/

Z
_;\A,.‘.\d'lo’ -
N . t
,",’J’f; MU






. Sl AR N o
~nder Seer
CC)E""\“Q) YV;”T“
Po. Rox 167
57 iz
7

:—Decw Repecs 0F Fro Gilleen
2 Yalenred  Cormeniive,

LL)Q. oce wmx{r;;\ o Udw LA COALL
oot

«-\'eA oo laaoe oo .L‘\' would oot
be over O el ke . “oe o\ ok
Yoo Rlas who LAAEENI V2 S
SIS € . \‘(u:;R.r‘ 4 DRen A\

Iy O Mo vﬁaﬁ\\‘x\\ Lo (b&v\ O

i e < - - ! - W ™ [P -
RARRI VC—& SOtoA [ SN 0 G T o S S >t 2 M

ana | JENPPINT O ‘J i 't‘ — — Pl “~
y . _:\ ) ?
Mg raoa v s " o Wi (:-}«f:v% -
. g
Tpcaa et (S e seew 24 Agirerert
———
..\_. I SCAY WD \MQQ_"( > L 4 i :3‘\
~ <': C \ A \ e A.\ *_L——’- ‘(_ > \‘\\)\ «p"b‘ ‘r\‘ J“,ﬁq
AR T AV PG . R s ; - S

From. Ciadac

2 '
re o

B



Dear

rmembers of Fhe Gifted ad To eaw

i
&&37}

C&‘mmi-)-h-_\

T obat want joo To She Prod,=er Efe. Prodiect 13
Very  fun ond It twald we very Sas o e preci, Ty B e Siale
Tve Yeen o proJ\',ec:v v has been ey Fon and eglian
Igete Praz,ect Y o lastp Uit Ie  learred aler oF

rew Thirgs hete 201 %

LO.

Kds going *o pradget, T4 15 very eechng and s fun, Tt e
e so Sad e pef heee am ‘ordling 10 Continve  prd e

S# neermly,
Tennfer %23&)&(}(

very

anosoler Here thete i3 over G




C;b\t;trip. .
oG5}
Dear Sen. 6«3 J'exjc,sor\,

I am in +he s\ﬁcd and
talenied peogfo™ N Colstrip , M.
We ‘Yone been doms s ¢
2. Th \r\e\P Mme in doin
repocts. W If gou mou.\é
waoul\d asx \¥ wi\l vote
foc s C-N\d and \\up\rﬂ
Fne S\Q’ced Q(\d Aol ented Preamm
There ~ ofe QoduY 6O pecple in
Pae progrom. If you coze )
+then U0 wide are w8 pdl down.
So  please \\cq: .

Fram,
Nyree Pierce






Jo\r\\mrg X,
a5

D_QO.I;__., ‘

- ifYecd ano Talentedd  Lormmitie
T hope yow o not Camel Project ETC.
I+ ts Very fun we clo a lot of {-un,ﬁmp& ;
wee al/regilyraent ON A tripto theturaing
hore e lonared. *o them and oLr
feacher (8 very nice. Lt isrelly olefrir
in Projet EIC, We wse hier lewel dhinking skilis.
Pleas vote 0 tunecd gifftecd eClucation,

Sincerely,yaurs,

Sho.ron_ %m.ak\

- )
e

Rl




an. 22,
/4

o ‘ﬁw ingf:c./ ang Aja_-//erﬁé/ Ccmm/réj
| I_Anpa w wan’T  carncel e%
._./Qro)‘ecZL elen . Aave o very o pce '0«’@‘367[
Z7Z Z@o,c/ﬁr, 2/\/41 wenl/ orL oo féz“d
ir.p Z/‘O fhﬁ %/’5//27 /LafYLBoI Aa'ue ?
a friens riapad Zzb_)/ anad’ L Saw,
/mr gro.no/ma_ n ﬂe Z/ur.ﬂ'n}, /Lom,-_{, L/CE
. Sung C}‘\ { '~s* 7 as *C‘a.rafsa _Z ) )Z‘AI/’){A_ ?
) P\"Q ‘ec?L { T =5 ‘l?cr\.._,_\isjé_ . da.w [di‘S‘
) o# ﬁr\ Hrn 95 In Froje.ciifZC




Q&A_C__Glf"’o( a/rd Ta SOy C/{Cawm?g

WQ Wo T Pfg}&Q _‘:ﬁ,‘ 16, To r& épjx

l

T}\F”J‘Jr Ougf‘ ;,;,,_-’ 2 I s, Nery. AJL[\\_OL%
JrJ "f }\Q w\/) LLA_,AF'DL
W,i _”-‘.:l( JIts Voo

R 6olu(_aim0 fO‘U\O'Aq\ f_‘::_":f_ lu» S5 AL_._L oS

- »swf-u\“:/j} acd betler fran. U\Q_F_c_u_al
Clas§l | ing R o

J_;)T;i\ HA '@rvx/ l




e,

[“wz T ! /'J fl j‘(-‘bfa 2/ p

T—» 77 ou //{, foop ﬁ

aLt il J&/ ,fuufg.’

o r /JCZ/(

P

&ﬁmxégi [



Jon 7o
~/———/
Iy

o //m/

*I) 0n7 Faf - Eie Q/Qmu t P

ﬂ/O < f@”! 2 4 < L7
. £ u,ﬂ aduﬁi/ fcow 0 /zc/ Lr) ot o
tﬁdﬂ)-JUS* fh" Aa> /L’¢V "98 ,Z/fo

ﬁm_, @W L jjj,lﬁf’d




|

t‘ 5432.3

Choad {itHle head

M—ELGFCQ _JQ’?UO/) wi [{}Qg

ETC hecawe T helps me. i1 he lps
pe w.lh my /fe ETC Pelps EVcrydi\ 0 —
(f yau 5h .){0,2.:\;& yau will h)ﬂRﬁ
un happy 6}’_’0( we w. il miSs mrs. Briney md ~
she w.i. mio us. and o f yau ol lep -
WS  havt B.1.C we will be }mpp,)(.'l'hanhy-;

Sincerely Chadd I/ tle head -4




4 Q /._/ y

/')

p
Qew ’Wﬂfc i Comanits
/

0(9/3/77./ :C A %Mr

] Plros 4ttt /é/{_ )@,c//m
ound, IJaiente s /ﬁﬁﬂ4WAL.AmJ
Mortona, 004 % Ay

A Lt AN, LN AL ABBL

R

LI g Ol /éww/n?

%fu@/ p lf«" Hge 80 T

4. +-%7,,1,°:\, ThH s s ,f,, .

AL 4A/ 2 Mt >
/»mumﬁd/ 4

M/ .541/% i z’! P S \ = & PN

A CAN_7 vv%ﬂa/r/

N w:vwr ) poscrnd
D

:/"l/ r_) lhalhiasy,
"

%5&»;4, 194/

3933

i/



D T A fo

Y

SS ,
YIS _ . . K
B APV e PR _/':“L; ey

e

age 1 1777 p

—fle éﬂu/m /J/C«C"f-"&"

o




- N
\LVH, Ay lloy -

; 7 A(( Yy

o
5773:{;5’“/2"/'
b /;m[fwjzi o gutd v Gl o

hAr_ S " ﬁ col. AU {j
Q,ii“;/.:/', JL’ ﬁg,(;d, f’?u;(, ’71.5 /r' ARADY)
/i / -LQC Lo Lo 3 Do g:cd
Cé/(’ D </ L //,/:u /</74 Z/Z.QZ, AV
AP Yot AL fZ‘/ﬁé KA
£l )muu,( LW o s

l()” DN ﬂl/ Zu%/‘ tﬁ /Q-‘

o ML oL,




:9&&\* memb ers 07( the x‘pﬁed committee , i
f,/V\\/ Nnome IS Brfd&ﬁ.% o one of th
. qi'Pf-ecJ_ oind’ +oJen+eJ Licls.l- suf e L\op,e ou
do.n’f foﬁ(e ‘l’“\e money 'Foy‘ +L& Sf'F‘f'e(J
program ecause re,w‘ﬁ ﬂ"ﬁih\( its

fmporTo-M‘ 'For" s to  nNaye 9‘\‘9'#@3 o.nA.
+o,\e.n-\-ec\. e howve O Vemj nce 1-e,cz.¢:,\me,g
an hy also h&,ps s eomh.We 9)0. “
‘Fum ames  and o lot of other
stute We Y‘ec»\& like 3;?+ei ond .
| M\en‘\'ea ong we  sure ‘\epe.- You
 dowt+ “oke i+ Sy “S

Since\r )j Y ow s

BY‘ (o S+u+ zmgr

Pivhe Rure E le,menh







WITNESS STATEMENT

NAME ﬁﬂGClOv /b&f/@/ BILL NO.
ADDRESS [CSO @[C(ég/j/ DATE _//3/§'7
WHOM DO YOU REPRESENT? [—?61@/”7/}4 FLYQF@ (S(’/);")O/
suerore (37 [ Qlented fruidlymerose AMEND

PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WITH SECRETARY.

Comments:

“he grealest asick the erude ot Monttno. POSESES

(5 119 ;,UJ’) ff /)(,@ %CLCthOpémcnf andf thumﬁfg%&
+these, pecpi. 1 vital for 4he future of IS O

Wi+h the actting OF funds for 3(F+€d children, the,
future  lcoks 4 |

-~ Proeck Prcm'se" 15 o worthwh (o ram whch
Lxeeed “shudenks - quin ancl prcucdc KkNowl eol%x
The am@ecmnczs o€ cuth Ctﬁv

3\'CP ot gmd@ schice! ¢ JLUMCP h\gh lQ\/Cl b(zd"
CLNtnues ‘rhftugh mGh seheel and colled as el
T;m beniCicean proqram prepara Stuclin t5 %r\

the ohalleriaes ahead and c HJCGfS Fh ur)
1/)%57‘66/ N the hehers clasSes at lence th

cuict veurcus  other scheels Freparmg %udc/zfs
e coli vgc honers ecuuses help Or e} m‘udkm“s

(s their” int euLua/ pekental. Aod s Hhatkwha
we want? For dhe hope of fomorccw s e
hurclen c ¥ the . scheolkicds fulc%

Rut how can Lol Alhielie greatrusy vl e

s are meda that scl back fhic ,Um//)u/)g’m
Mhmﬁf erfec~ would be the Elimiaticn of
Froect Fomise” and all high scre! heners Ceurses
Th\f/i WS upCC*‘T/ /; (x CLLU SE +hese Ll@5"3€5 O(‘Q/ -
worthwhid,  and valuable. So, I wewld fik¢
<0 consider the ramifcakbns oF HIS pregran) GLLT‘

2 e Ly !

-



WITNESS STATEMENT

NAME Eric Dale Johnson BILL NO.

ADDRESS 570 Diehl Drive DATE 1/23/87

WHOM DO YOU REPRESENT?

SUPPORT OPPOSE AMEND

PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WITH SECRETARY.

Comments:

As a student who participated in programe for the gifted and
talented before high school, I feel that the educational
experience that I gained haa helped me to succeed at the
secondary school level. At the sgame time that programs for
intelligent kids encourage creativity and individual thinking,
they also give students a sense of great accomplishment. This
later leads them to put more effort into their studies. I don't
think I could have done as well in high s8school without the
educational incentive that Project Promise gave me.

Cutting this program would damage the Honors and Advanced
Placement programs at the high school level. These clasases
provide advanced and college-level instruction for students who,
through gifted and talented programs, have gshown potential in
certain areas. The death of motivational programs such as
Project Promise will set a dangerous precedent for future slashes
in "higher education®" in the high schools.

Most students in Montana choose to stay here. If we want to
keep up wvith the modern world, we need to keep our students vell
educated. The students wvho are challenging themaelves with
honora and gifted and talented programs will go on to become
important community leaders in Montana. Cutting yifted and
talented funding is a self-defeating purpose; in the long run, we
will pay more for lack of education than it coste to maintain
education.

CS-34



WITNESS STATEMENT

NAME _Matthew McCluskey BILL NO.

ADDRESS 1500 virginia Dale DATE _]/23/87
WHOM DO YOU REPRESENT?

SUPPORT OPPOSE AMEND

PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WITH SECRETARY.

Comments:

I participated in Project Promise, a part of the Gifted &
Talented program. With its emphasis on creativity and thinking, I
was well prepared for the Honors Program in high school. Not only
did it allov me to expand my skills, but it also motivated wme to
challenge myself in education. Without this motivation, I would
not have reached my potential.

I think the trend toward uniformity is a discouraging one.
It is a fact that students are different, and if their needs are
not met - that is, if they are not challenged - mediocrity is the
inevitable result. I know that if it wvwere not for Project
Promige, my academic interests would be undeveloped and sparse.

At a cost of under ten dollars a student, Project Promise is
a real bargain!

CS-34
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PROPOSAL OF STATE FUNDING FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION

Superintendent of Public Instruction

1987-88 1988-89 TOTAL BIENNEUM
Gen. Appropriation § 27,361,646 $27,361,646 $ 54,723,292
Contingency - 500,000 500,000 1,000,000
$ 27,861,646 $27,861,646 $ 55,723,292
Governor

Gen. Appropriation $ 27,361,646 $27,361,6u46 $ 54,723,292
Contingency 400,000 400,000 800,000
$ 27,761,646 $27,761,646  $ 55,523,292

Legislative Fiscal Analyst

Gen. Appropriation § 27,361,646 $27,361,646 $ 54,723,292
Congingency 400,000 400,000 800,000

$ 27,761,646 $27,761,646 $ 55,523,292
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January 23, 1987

Dear Legislative Appropriations Education Sub-Committee:

The Gifted and Talented Education Program has fulfilled and is fulfilling a BASIC need
in my children's education. All children have special needs. These educational needs
are different for each child. If the appropriations for the G/T Program are cut in any

way, my children's needs will NOT be met.

The Constitution guarantees an education for my children which will allow them to de-
velop to their full potential. Without the state's financial support of the G/T Program,
the ability of the State of Montana's Public Schools will be inhibited in even allowing my
children to develop to their potential. Without the funding to the G/T Program, I will
watch my children aspiring to be average instead of developing their potential.

Parents who choose to live in Montana, but who have options to live in other states, may
well choose to leave Montana in order to find appropriate education for their children.
We would see our state's most valuable resources leaving the area. I am a person with
these options. I can not allow my children to suffer from your actions. At a minimum,
we need to maintain the current appropriations of $200,000 for gifted education.

I'm not asking you to increase the appropriations because I truly realize these are troubled
times, but let's not cut these children's ability to participate in a program that simply
meets their basic needs of a quality education.

Sl}cerely,

Phyllis Burks
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1701 Fifteenth Avenue South
Great Falls, Montana 59405
January 22, 1987

Joint Appropriation Committee
Montana State Legislature
Montana State Capitol

Helena, Montana 59601

Dear Legislators:

It has come to our attention that your committee is considering reducing
the funding for gifted education programs. We feel that this is an un-
wise move on your part.

We have a fourth grade daughter who has been accepted into the local
gifted program, PACE. We think that this program is one of the best
educational opportunities that our daughter will have. Now you are
suggesting that the program not be funded and, consequently, eliminated.

Our daughter scored six separate 99% scores on her Iowa Basics. She could
not be adequately tested by reqgular educational channels. The PACE pro-
gram will give her the educational challenge she requires.

Montana has always given education a high priority. Please do not stop
it now.

Respectfully yours,
~ i .

s (>4
<
<%;2;4Lljﬁ,—62;éaét43//
Eric Ellis
Janet Ellis
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8301 Fox Farm Road
Great Falls, MT 59404
January 22, 1987

Joint Appropriations Committee
Helena, MT

Dear legislators:

As a parent of two gifted youngsters, the appropriation for gifted education
is very important to me. Montana's state grants have provided impetus for
new programs and to our local districts they have underlined the importance
of educating gifted children.

A statement from my son's second grade teacher helps to explain why gifted
kids need special funding. "First I teach my average learners," she told me,
"because that's where most of them are. Then I teach my slow learners. I
never have any time left for the bright ones."

Bright kids are people, too. They need an appropriate education -- for their
own self-fulfillment and for the future of our state. Despite the popular
perception, many gifted kids can't 'make it on their own,'" as the numerous
gifted dropouts, gifted criminals and gifted suicides in the U.S. have
demonstrated. Please continue to include this very important funding in your
budget plans.

Sincerely,

A P

Liz Larcom



N

toward
eds.,

=
vy

~ 1
[

VU

1

.

szecia

awareness

&

¢

i

O

1y

N

o AR e
L= b

[

TR EA/ TS
L=

arents

£

e

.
iy

D
+ o
O
=
o
)

~
A

in
a H

o~
£

“he advarnced

"
e

ested as bein

C

T
i
RN
"
-4

Ori.

.
7

1ter,

"

Ce

A

a

o

~
[

1

Anocther

hool

)

[ala)
e}

€«

csen.

il

1

S0 C

o=}
<

~

0

e =

1

SRS

cnviid

Ky

3

%3

«
<




a4

ts ¢

)

ret

&

(&

€0,

~ 1

&

~ ey
]

=N
il

an

o
cu

—n
U




JWAMTDZ/ 1957

Rihord o { hraus
R ol Xhrprt

qwg}wa /me 89408

\k\!\ﬁ& Op’v\O\aA’\&%& C@yy\mm/
™ 3«*
’ A\G«’\Wv\ﬁ’ } Ash m bﬂw( bAﬂm} rf:) 33V W%

et (ST 1937 VQWS;(M s sevuyly nyl
Wha WMQ (ﬂﬁfme}n@w Noauows ¥ dm«é

m‘& e P10p0 J» uskS Yo ot adu wstro,,

Ug\ XQW\ J\Mdl% (ﬁ S S
i@\mcf?omﬁ J%& m{ﬁ&o WW
&OH wsiau

. d‘l b EJ o ’fi?M/V\
\fém \L&Q;{jgf{’iwa/:%&d“ Mj




1128 18th Ave. SW
Great Falls, MT 5940L
January 21, 1987

Fouse Appropriations Committee
Capitol Building
Helena, MT

Re: Funding for Talented and Gifted Programs

Dear Sirs and Madams:

We wish to voice our support for continued funding
of the Talented and Gifted Programs in Montana schools.
Our leaders of tomorrow come from programs such as these,
and young minds must be nourished at an early age to
develop the talents nseded to lead our country in the
future. We do not feel that the needs of these children
can be adequately met in a regular classroom atmosphere
which must be designed to serve children at all levels
of development.

Please consider the importance of maintaining the
gifted programs for the continued strength of our
schools and our country.

Thank you,

5«»-] u—!‘.’:ﬁ?‘.«{

7 Ay V= I S

Gary W. Felstead
Diane H. Felstead



January 22, 1987

House Appropriations Committee
State Capitol
Helena, Montana

Dear Committee Members:

| am opposed to the proposal to phase out the Gifted Education
Coordinator's position from the Office of Public Instruction.

It is difficuilt to believe that the legislators who truly support quality
education for all children would cease all services for their gifted
children. Whether one defines our gifted population by using
Renzuilli's 20%, Terman's 2% or anything in between, the fact remains
that gifted children demonstrate needs that are distinctly different
from the average child. find, it is our responsibility to provide them
with an appropriate education. '

The State Department of Gifted Education, through the Gifted
Education Coordinator, has worked to help the Montana school
districts, both large and small, better meet the needs of its gifted
students. It fosters networking among schools, trains teachers in
gifted education strategies, stimulates program development and
consults with teachers.

Most importantly, it demonstrates that Montana and its legisiators at
least acknowledge the fact that their gifted students are as deserving
of an appropriate education as any of their other students.

fis a parent, an educator, and--most of all-- a citizen who wants to be
proud of the quality of education we provide in Montana, | urge you
NOT to take a step backward; but, instead, _to continue services to

our gifted students by retaining the Gifted Education Coordinator's
position in OPI.

Thank you for your thoughiful considerl;tion of this matter.
Sincerely,

fRlicia Duncan
Montana Citizen



January 22, 1987

To: Members of the House Appropriations Committee
1987 Montana State Legislature

Re: The Office of Public Instruction
Fosition of Gifted Education Coordinator

Wwe wish to support the financial need for an Office of Public Instruction
coordinator of Gifted Education, and also encourage continued legislative
support of gifted/talented programs throughout Montana.

Nancy Lukenbill's affice provides crucial inservice training to classroom
teachers throughout the state and serves as a central location by which
gifted and talented information is distributed. Her office is also used as &
resource to school districts.

we strongly feel that gifted/talented pragrams serve a vital function in
meeting the needs of Montana's gifted/talented students in the public
schoals; in all likelyhood these needs would not be taken care of in the
regular curricuium.

The intricacies of directing gifted/talented programs are many and varied,
and the direction provided by Ms. Lukenbill, through her pasition of 0PI
coordinator, is invaluable to school districts in the state.

Montana's youth of today will become the citizens of tamarraw.
Gifted/talented programs and special teacher training by Ms. Lukenbill's
office provide a means by which our children will be better prepared for a
demanding and complex future.

It is our sincere hope that the House Appropriations Committee will give
thenr =sximis cansideraion and positive support far the position of Office
of Public Instruction Gifted Education Coordinator.

Sincerely yours,
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Page 2 Re: The Office of Public Instruction Position of Gifteg Education
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Januery 22, 1387

To: Members of the House Apprapriations Cammittee
1387 Montana State Legislature

Re: The Office of Public Instruction
Position of Gifted Education Coordinator

‘we wish to support the financial need for an Office of Public Instruction
coordinator of Gifted Education, and also encourage continued legistative
suppaort of gifted/talented programs throughout Mantana,

Mancy Lukenbill's office provides crucial inservice training to classroom
teachers throughout the state and serves as g central location by which
gifted and talented information iz distributed. Her office i3 also used as a
resource to school districts.

‘We strongly feel that gifted/talented programs serve a vital function in
rmeeting the needs of Montana's gifted/talented students in the public
zchools; in all Tikelyhood these needs would not be taken care of in the
regular curriculum.

The intricacies of directing gifted/talented programs are many and varied,
and the direction provided by Ms. Lukenbill, through her pozition of 0PI
coardinator, is invaluable to school districts in the state.

Montana's youth of today will become the citizens of tomorrow.
Gifted/talented programs and special teacher training by Ms. Lukenbill's
office provide a8 means by which our children will be better prepared for a
demanding and complex future. '

It is our smcere hope that the Houze Appropriations Committee will give
bhglr sertaus candaderation and positive suppart for the pasition of Office
af Public Instruction Gifted Education Coordinator,

Sincerely goura
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Jenuary 22, 1987

To: Members of the House Appropriations Committee
1987 Montana State Legislature

Fe: The Office of Public Instruction
Position of Gifted Education Coordinator

‘we wish to support the financial need for an Office of Public Instruction
coordinator of Gifted Education, and also encourage continued legislative
support of gifted/talented programs throughout Mantana.

Mancy Lukenbill's office provides crucial inservice training to classroom
teachers throughout the state and serves as a central lacation by which
gifted and talented information is distributed. Her office is also used as 8
resource to school districts.

we strongly feel that gifted/talented programs serve a vital function in
meeting the needs of Mantana's gifted/talented students in the public
schools; in all likelyhood these needs would not be taken care of in the
regular curriculum.

The intricacies of directing gifted/talented programs are many and varied,
and the direction provided by Ms. Lukenbill, through her position of OPI
caordinator, is invaluable to school districts in the state.

Montana's youth of todey will becomne the citizens of tomorrow.
Gifted/talented programs and special teacher training by Ms. Lukenbill's
office provide a means by which our children will be better prepared for a
demanding and complex future. '

It is our sincere hope that the House Appropriations Committee will give
thair serigus carsideration and positive support for the position of Qffice
of Public Instruction Gifted Education Cocrdinator.

Sincerely yours,
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FPage 2 Re: The Office of Public Instruction Position of Gifted Education
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January 22, 1987

Ta: Members of the House Appraopriations Cammittee
1987 Montana State Legislature

Re: The Office of Public Instruction
Position of Gifted Education Coordinatar

we wish to support the financial need for an Office of Public Instruction
coordinator of Gifted Education, and also encourage continued legislative
support of gifted/talented programs throughout Montana,

Nancy Lukenbill's affice provides crucial inservice training to classroom
teachers throughout the state and serves as a central location by which
gifted and talented information is distributed. Her office is alsa used as a
resource to school districts.

We strongly feel that gifted/talented pragrams serve a vital function in
reeting the needs of Montana's gifted/talented students in the public
schools; in all likelyhood these needs waould not be taken care af in the
regular curriculurm.

The intricacies of directing gifted/talented programs are many and varied,
and the direction provided by Ms. Lukenbill, through her position of OPI
cagrdinator, iz invaluable to schaol districts in the state.

Montana's youth of todey will become the citizens of tomorrow.
Gifted/talented programs and special teacher training by Ms. Lukenbill's
office provide a means by which our children will be better prepared for a
demanding and complex future.

It is our sincere hope that the House Appropriations Committee will give
their eerizgs considaration and positive support for the position of Gifice
of Public Instruction Gifted Educsation Coordinator.

Sincerely yours,
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Jdanuary 22, 1987

To: Members of the House appropriations Committee
1987 Montana State Legislature

Fe: The Office of Public Instruction
Position of Gifted Education Coordinataor

‘we wish to support the financial need for an Office of Pubhic Instruction
coordinator of Gifted Education, and also encourage continued legislative
support of gifted/talented programs throughout Montana.

Mancy Lukenbill's office provides crucial inservice training to classroom
teachers throughout the state and serves as a central lacation by which
gifted and talented information is distributed. Her office iz also used as &
resource to school districts,

we strongly feel that gifted/talented programs serve a vital functien in
meeting the needs of Montana's gifted/talented students in the public
schoals; in all likelyhood these needs would not be taken care of in the Wﬁ
regular curriculum.

The intricacies of directing gifted/talented programs are many and varied,
and the direction provided by Ma. Lukenbill, through her pasition of OPI
coardinatar, 15 invaluable to school districts in the state.

Montana's youth of today will become the citizens of tamorrow.
Gifted/talented programs and special teacher training by Ms. Lukenbill's
affice pravide a means by which our children will be better prepared for g
demanding and complex future.

It is our sincere hope that the House Appropriations Cammittee will give
their serious consideration and positive support for the position of Office
of Public Instruction Gifted Education Coordinator.

Sincerely yours, 4/ 4"‘4-
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Page 2 Re: The Office of Public Instruction Pesition of Gifted Education
Coordinator
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January 22, 1987

To: Members of the House Apprapriations Commitiee
1987 Montana State Legislature

Re: The Office of Public Instruction
Position of Gifted Education Coordinator

We wich to support the financial need for an Office of Public instruction
coordinator of Gifted Education, and also encourage continued legisiative
support of gifted/talented programs throughout Montana.

Nancy Lukenbill's office provides crucial inservice training to classroom
teachers throughout the state and serves as a central location by which
gifted and talented information is distributed. Her office is also used as a
resource to school districts.

We strangly feel that gifted/talented programs serve a vital function in
meeting the needs of Montana's gifted/talented students in the public
schools; in a1l likelyhood these needs would not be taken care of in the
reqular curriculum.

The intricacies of directing gifted/talented programs are many and varied,
and the direction provided by Ms. Lukenbill, through her position of QP!
coardinator, is invaluable to school districts in the state

Montana's youth of today will become the citizens of tamortow.
Gifted/talented programs and special teacher training by Ms. Lukenbill's
office provide a means by which our children will be better prepared for a
demanding and complex future.

It is our sincere hope that the House Appropriations Committee will give
their serons consideration and positive support for the position of Office
of Public Instruction Gifted Education Coordinator.

Sincerely yours, ) ey
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January 22, 1987

To: Members of the House Apprapriations Cammittee
1987 Montana State Legislature

fe: The Office of Public Instruction
Position of Gifted Education Coordinator

we wish to suppart the financial need for an Office of Public Instruction
coordinator of Gifted Education, and also encourage continued legislative
support of gifted/tatented programs throughout Montana.

Mancy Lukenbill's office provides crucial inservice training to classroom
teachers throughout the state and serves as a central lacation by which
gifted and talented information 15 distributed. Her office is also used as a
resource to school districts.

‘we strangly feel that gifted/talented programs serve a vital function in
meeting the needs of Montana's gifted/talented students in the public
schoals; in all likelyhood these needs would not be taken care of in the
regular curricutum.

The intricacies of directing gifted/talented programs are many and varied,
and the direction provided by Ms. Lukenbill, through her position of OFI
coardinator, iz invaluable to school districts in the state.

Montana's youth of today will become the citizens of tomarrow.
Gifted/talented programs and special teacher training by Ms. Lukenbill’s
office provide a means by which our children will be better prepared for a
demanding and complex future.

It is our sincere hope that the House Appropriations Committee will give
thigli sevicus wonsicaradcian ghd positive support for the position of Office
of Public Instruction foted Education Coardinator.
Sincerely yours, A 10
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Jdanuary 22, 1987

To: Members of the House Appropriations Cammittee
1987 Montana State Legislature

Fe: The Office of Public instruction
Faosition of Gifted Education Coordinator

We wish to suppart the financial need for an Office of Public Instruction
cogrdinator of Gifted Educatian, and also encourage continued legislative
support of gifted/talented programs throughout Montana.

Nancy Lukenbill's office provides crucial inservice training to classroom
teachers throughout the state and serves as a central location by which
gifted and talented information is distributed. Her office is also used as 8
resource to school districts.

we strongly feel that gifted/talented programs serve a vital function in
meeting the needs of Montana's gifted/talented students in the public
zchools; in all likelyhood these needs would not be taken care of in the
regular curricutum.

The intricacies of directing gifted/talented programs are many and varied,
and the direction provided by Ms. Lukenbill, through her position of OF|
coordinator, is invaluable to school districts in the state.

Montana’'s youth of today will become the citizens of tomorrow.
Gifted/talented programs and special teacher training by Ms. Lukenbill's
office provide a means by which our children will be better prepared for s
demanding and complex future.

it 19 our sincere hope that the House Appropriations Committee will give
thare qz-ioys conaineration and positive support for the position of Office
of Pubhc ln:trumon Gifted Education Coordinator.

Sincerely yours,
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January 22, 1287

To: Members of the House Appropriations Committee
1987 Montana State Legislature

Fe: The Office of Public Instruction
Fosition of Gifted Education Coordinataor

We wish to support the financisl need far an Office of Public Instruction
coordinator of Gifted Education, and also encourage cantinued legislative
support of gifted/talented programs throughout Montana,

Mancy Lukenbill's office provides crucial inservice training to classroom
teachers throughout the state and serves as & central lacation by which
Jifted and talented information is distributed. Her office is also used as a
resource to school districts.

‘We strongly feel that gifted/talented programs serve a vital function in
meeting the needs of Montana's gifted/talented students in the public
schools; in all likelyhood these needs would not be taken care of in the
regular curriculum.

The intricacies of directing gifted/talented programs are many and varied,
and the direction pravided by Ms. Lukenbill, through her position of OPI
coardinatar, is invaluable to school districts in the state.

Montana's youth of today will become the citizens of tomorraw.
Gifted/talented programs and special teacher training ty Ms. Lukenbill's
office provide 3 means by which our children will be better prepared for a
demanding and complex future.

It is our sincere hope that the House Appropriations Committee will give
brhaitr carioge sornpgeration and-poasitive support for the position of Office
of Public lnstrumon Gifted Education Coordinator.

Sincerely yours,
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January 22, 1987

Ta: Members of the House Approprigtions Committee
1987 Montana State Legislature

Re: The Uffice of Public Instruction
Position of Gifted Education Coaordinataor

‘we wish to support the financial need for an Uffice of Public instruction
coardinator of Gifted Education, and also encourage continued legislative
support of gifted/talented programs throughout Montana.

Mancy Lukenbill's office provides crucial inservice training to classroom
teachers throughout the state and serves as a central location by which
gifted and talented information is distributed. Her office is also used as &
resource ta school districts.

‘We strongly feel that gifted/talented programs serve a vital function in

rmeeting the needs of Montana's gifted/talented students in the public

zchools; in all likelyhood these needs would not be taken care of in the .
regular curriculum.

The intricacies of directing gifted/talented programs are many and veried,
and the directicn provided by Ms. Lukenbill, through her position of OPI
coordinator, is invaluable to school districts in the state.

Montana's youth of today will become the citizens of tomaorraow.
Gifted/talented programs and special teacher training by Ms. Lukenbill's
office provide a means by which our children will be better prepared for a
demanding and complex future.

It is our sincere hope that the House Appropriations Committee will give
their zerion: conasideration and positive support forthe pasition of Office
of Public Instruction Gifted Education Coordinataor.
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January 22, 1987

To: Members of the Houze Appropriations Committee
1987 Montana State Legizlature

Fe: The Office of Public Instruction
Position of Gifted Education Coordinator

we wish to suppart the financial need for an Office of Public Instruction
coordingtor of Gifted Education, and also encourage continued legislative
support of gifted/talented programs throughout Montana.

Nancy Lukenbill's office provides crucial inservice training to classroom
teachers throughout the state and serves as a central location by which
gifted and talented information i5 distributed. Her office is also used as 8
resource to school districts.

‘We strongly feel that gifted/talented pragrams serve a vital function in
meeting the needs of Montana's gifted/talented students in the public
schools; in all likelyhood these needs would not be taken care of in the
regular curriculum.

The intricacies of directing gifted/talented programs are many and varied,
and the direction provided by Ms. Lukenbill, through her pasition of OPI
coordinator, is invaluable to school districts in the state.

Montana's youth of today will become the citizens of tomarraw.
Gifted/talented programs and special teacher training by Ms. Lukenbill's
office provide a means by which our children will be better prepared for a
demanding and complex future.

It is our sincere hope that the House Appropriations Committee will give
their 2erings mansidaration and positive support for the position of Gilice
of Public Instruction Gifted Education Coordinator.

sincerely yours, ‘ . L
Oﬂ/}\, ~ ’/7/7/?4\, Wﬁ%/ﬁ 75C Susadriar /\d\ She st /ﬁbéé{ 7
by e Aol ae plasspfur VA 33 8050 Sntas Fect

"o . | ‘
Frco +/ cey, COHRI asky, RTST Creenby i Great Fals



Page 2 Re: The Office of Public Instruction Position of Gifted Education

Coordinator * ,.
[ onilictnmas s #3510 / griads ey
jL Ta‘y‘l. e+ Ll fi/vWYLVY\—( - RT74G ,L)wn Lé_LLch L Tl s

v & BY TN ( TR 2o T Aoz 2P0 SFeda g
’./ AN -

Bl o Cotiess Ste @ 3209 Gec . K Lok, S/

o - ) 7 . : L ST YN
¢ ;(;}'1’7— &7 /Owu— vk Al WAY /J)//\ /#(/{ ‘S‘A'_/ % -z;{‘/_)[:" %ﬂz[./() 7
/,/.& 2 g F E //\;Z/‘d«/ff{ (Lé_tquoj// Gy 7

- 9P N4
D1 VL /ﬂé«’_ M,/,é\/é/ /%22 a2 e N O Fu //5/’ );4;;/0/

géemﬂu;v Yra. /5 s¢. S, Vd-ﬁ,%"g‘?l{or

Lrtsdtee  y28 brdot 5 FLatty /27 SFyo
| o 3;%7 m&ﬁw M7 s 5~

V\(\}\?g/vu ¥ gwbﬂ-w’}&ﬂ%%,;






