
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
EDUCATION SUBCOMMITTEE 

50TH LEGISLATURE 

January 23, 1987 

The meeting of the Education Subcommittee was called to 
order by Chairman Dennis Nathe at 8:00 a.m. on Friday, 
January 23, 1987 in Room 104 of the State Capitol. 

ROLL CALL: All members were present. Also present were 
Dori Nielson and Taryn Purdy of the Legislative Fiscal 
Analyst office, Norm Rostocki of the Office of Budget and 
Program Planning, and Deb Thompson, Secretary. 

(Continued) OFFICE OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

Administrative Services: The funding of the foundation 
lawsuit before the supplemental was requested was summarized 
by Ray Shakleford. The lawsuit has required a system 
analysis. He cited the need for equipment and the changes 
in goals and objectives during the year that required 
administrative flexibility and funding shifts. 

Special Services: Judy Johnson explained the "new money" 
coming in the form of grants. Maintenance for these new 
grants since 1981 have been put on a statewide level rather 
than local district, since the local district budgets 
fluctuate too much. 

Taryn Purdy distributed the subcommittee action on the 
distributions to school program (Exhibit 1). 

Norm Rostocki said that the Special Session III cuts had 
been incorporated in the budget. He mentioned that the 
transportation cuts that had been adopted in 88111 may leave 
the transportation insufficient to fund the schedules. 

Gail Gray (210), director of special education for OPI, 
distributed statistical information regarding the special 
education appropriation request. (Exhibit 2) The department 
concurred that $27,361,646 for each year cannot buy the same 
services. All of the needs of the handicapped could not be 
met. She pointed out the the school districts could not 
make up the difference. The department requested review of 
contingency funds so they could be restored from SSIII. 
School districts must provide maintenance of effort; if not 
they lose all federal funds. 



Education Subcommittee 
January 23, 1987 
2 

Representative Peck (321) discussed the impact of the cuts. 
He pointed out that the foundation was protected but that 
special education was not and had to take the 2 percent cut. 

Proponents 

Michael Ainsworth, President of Montana Council of Adminis­
trators of Special Education, testified in support of the 
special education appropriation. (Exhibit 3) 

Chris Vo1inkaky, lobbyist for developmentally disabled 
people, spoke about the concern for the kids and the cuts 
from SSIII. She urged the committee to reinstate the money. 

Ray Beck, director of special services in Great Falls public 
schools, supported the OPI budget. He listed the local 
contributions and pointed out that the local contributions 
had increased while the state support had decreased. 

Opponents There were no opponents. 

Transportation: Ray Shackleford discussed the budget 
estimates and needs in regards to total amount of services. 

School Foods: The agency concurred with the LFA budget, and 
mentioned that the reimbursement rate was adjusted to per 
capita income. 

Secondary Vo Ed and Adult Basic Ed: Gene Christiaanson 
discussed the excess cost expenditures and the general fund 
appropriations (Exhibit 4). He pointed out that the depart­
ment had experienced substantial impact from the cuts. He 
was concerned that a message was being sent about the 
importance of vocational education. (12-B) 

Proponents 

Curt Demars, senior at Denton High School, expressed his 
views. He listed courses that he was taking that broadened 
his experience. He said money was needed for upkeep on 
equipment. 

Steve Wilcox, Kalispell vo-tech agriculture teacher, testi­
fied about his experience as a teacher in vo-tech agricul­
ture. 

Bill Olfert, executive director of Montana Council of Vo-ed, 
(109) voiced his concern about the future impacts. He said 
that occupational preparedness and skill development was an 
investment in the future (Exhibit 6). 
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Wayne Gillman (150) spoke in support of continued funding. 
He said that basic industry was important for the economy. 

Senator Hammond discussed the importance of teacher training 
to keep up with current technologies. Gene Christiaansen 
mentioned the computer assisted drafting. 

Jim Fitzpatrick from school district 1 in Helena (296), 
testified about his concern for the future of the young 
people (Exhibit 7). He said the district had been support­
ive of efforts to keep up with technologies. He mentioned 
the total number of students and the support by state, 
district, and federal funds. He discussed the student 
success stories. Since the dropout rate is so high across 
the country, strong support is needed for vocational educa­
tion. 

Gene Christiaanson distributed information showing where the 
federal vocational education act money goes (Exhibit 8). He 
discussed the competitive grants across the state. Project 
proposals written by instructors serve rural Montana high 
schools through Edgenet computer system. 

Susan Butler, public affairs chairman for the Montana home 
economic association (513), spoke about the need for money 
for equipment maintenance (Exhibit 9). 

Opponents: There were no opponents. 

Adult Basic Ed: Bill Cumeen, adult education specialist in 
OPI, concurred with the LFA. He said that money comes from 
the interest generated from the educational trust fund, not 
the general fund. The federal money that is received must 
have a $1 match for every $10 received. Adult education 
offers secondary opportunity for people that haven't fin­
ished traditional secondary education program and assists 
them to obtain GED's. Gene Christiaanson pointed out 
that the program will require readers. 

Proponents 

Joann Erickson, director of adult education at Havre, 
demonstrated learning charts. She informed the committee 
about Project Plus a GED study at home, and other projects 
that he Ip people were in need of basic skills. (048) She 
said that these learning programs needed staff and materi­
als. 

Senator Hammond questioned whether these people with learn­
ing problems were illiterate, migrant, or falling from the 
school system. Ms. Erickson explained that the per student 
cost for ABE was approximately $125 and that the average age 
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of the people seeking adult basic education was the early 
30's. The use of television and expanding technology, such 
as satellites to transmit classes, was discussed. 

Pat O'Leary, superintendent of Helena adult learning center 
(255) testified that enrollments were high and there were 
waiting lists on all classes. 

Gifted and Talented: Judy Johnson, from OPI, (364) dis­
cussed the importance of the program and how far the 
$100,000 had been stretched. Montana's best and brightest 
students would be a benefit to the future. 

Nancy Lukenbill, from OPI, asked for continued support for 
the gifted and talented program and indicated that approxi­
mately 15,000 students are involved in the Gifted and 
Talented Program. (Exhibit 10). 

Paula Fascilla, former AGATE president from Kalispell, 
testified in support of the program. She distributed a copy 
of the Montana AGATE (Exhibit 11). 

Doris Hastings, chairman of the state gifted and talented 
organization, spoke in support of the program (Exhibit 12). 

(2-B) Chairman Nathe asked about the percent of students in 
G/T programs and if there was a uniform criteria of qualifi­
cation for the gifted and talented program. Nancy Lukenbill 
responded that each school district has criteria according 
to district needs, since no state criteria has been deter­
mined or required. The present program is a response to the 
constitutional challenge to teach all students to their 
level of ability. 

Karen Davidson, from Hardin, testified concerning the gifted 
and talented program and the skills that were developed by 
the students (Exhibit 13). 

Brian Bailey, a Kalispell 6th grader, testified in support 
of the program (Exhibit 14). 

Joshua Denny, also from Kalispell, testified in support of 
the gifted and talented program (Exhibit 15). 

Willy Wolsenbach, Kalispell, spoke in support of the pro­
gram. He supported the activities in the program such as 
vet medicine, algebra, and field trips. 

Brook Clark, from Chief Joseph School in Great Falls, spoke 
in support of continued funding. She said the program 
challenged her mind and she had a clearer perspective. 
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Corina Wolsenbach testified in support of continued funding 
of the gifted and talented program. She said she was part 
of the program and had experienced various classes and 
activities. 

Eric Johnson said the Helena High School program encouraged 
creativity and accomplishment and he supported funding for 
the program (233). 

Jennifer Kaleczyc, Hawthorne School, said that the universi­
ties spend $15 million on athletics or about $600 per 
student. However, only 67 cents per student was spent on 
the gifted and talented program. She did not understand how 
sports could be 895 times more valuable than learning 
(Exhibit 16). (265) 

Matthew Busby had been a participant in project promise that 
was part of the gifted and talented program. He said the 
program emphasized creativity and thinking and enabled him 
to be prepared for the honors program in high school. He 
felt that mediocrity would be the result if students were 
not challenged. 

Erika Henry, a freshman at Helena High, takes 3 
classes by choice. She supports the program because 
challenge to students. She pointed out the tough job 
and the need for opportunities (Exhibit 17). 

honors 
of the 
market 

Ryan McGuire testified in support of the gifted and talented 
program (Exhibit 18). 

Joselyn Wilkenson, a 
support of the program. 

student at Helena 
(Exhibit 19) 

High, spoke in 

Angie Bary, a student at Helena High, was concerned about 
the cutting of funds and the consequence for the future. 

Laura Monte, a senior at Helena High school, had been in 
project promise in grade school. She said the gifted and 
talented program motivates children to learn positivity and 
develop problem solving skills. (Exhibit 20) 

Christy Bloukendel, senior at Helena High, supports the 
program. She is the alternate student representative to the 
state board of education (473). The honors program is 
important for Montana's future. 

Julie Rook, Montana Education Association, supports the 
continued funding of the gifted and talented program at the 
current level of $95,000 for each year of the biennium. 
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Claudette Morton, executive secretary to the board of public 
education, spoke in support of the program. She said this 
was a quality program and further cuts would be damaging. 

Mike Anderson, principal in White Sulpher Springs, (544) 
testified in support of the gifted and talented program. He 
pointed out that Japan is first in education where the u.S. 
is twelfth (Exhibit 21). 

Gail Cleveland, Great Falls, supports funding for the gifted 
and talented program (Exhibit 22). 

Gayle Vidal, Kalispell, spoke in support of the gifted and 
talented program (Exhibit 23). 

Phyllis Burks, a parent from the Kalispell school district, 
said the gifted and talented program fulfills a basic need 
for education. If this program is cut, the needs of the 
child may not be met. Without funding for the gifted and 
talented program, children will be average. She pointed out 
that parents may choose to leave Montana. 

Connie Sample testified that she moved to Montana from Texas 
because of the state's gifted program. She said this 
program was a vital part of her children's life and that it 
expanded their interest and incentive (Exhibit 24). 

Steve Armstrong, a teacher, spoke about the broad spectrum 
of programs within the gifted and talented program. He felt 
that mediocrity would result without the program. 

Karen Richardson, Sommers trustee in the Flathead County 
school district, supports the gifted program. She felt it 
was a benefit to teachers to be able to provide that added 
dimension for children. (Exhibit 26) 

Diane Denny, second grade teacher from Kalispell and parent 
of a gifted and talented student, said she had moved just to 
participate in the program (270). She felt leadership 
skills and creative problem solving were important. 

Linda Kol, from Colstrip, supports the gifted and talented 
program. She stated that Colstrip had an original grant to 
get the program started but now funds most of the program. 
She felt the program to be a benefit to the students. 

Yohana Benjaman, teacher from Marian and parent of a gifted 
and talented student, testified in support of the program. 
She said with the help of the program students go beyond 
textbooks and develop higher thinking. (Exhibit 28, 28a) 
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Phyllis Burks again spoke in support of the gifted and 
talented program (412). 

Angela Bailey, from the Rocky Mountain Talent Search, said 
that students in the gifted program were five years above 
their grade level. 

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 12:00. The next 
meeting was announced for 7:30 Saturday, January 24. 

dt/1-23 
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I 

STATE CAPITOL Ed Argenbright 
HELENA, MONTANA 59620 Superintendent 

(406) 444-3095 

January 20, 1987 

TO: 

From: 

Chairman Nathe and MenDers 
Appropriation Suboomndttee for Education 

and Cultural Resources 

Ga~' G' 
Cir or pecial Education 
De 0 Educational Services 
Telephone: 444-4429 

Attached is statistical information regarding the Special Education 
appropriation request. 

Attachnents 

Affinnacive Action - EEO Employer 



PROPOSAL OF STATE FUNDING FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION 

Superintendent of Pubic Instruction 

1987-88 1988-89 

Gen. Appropriation' 27,361,646 $27,361,646 
Contingency 500,000 500,000 

Gen. Appropriation 
Contingency 

• 27,861,646 $27,861,646 

Governor 

• 27 ,361 ,646 $27 ,361 ,646 
400,000 400,000 

$ 27,761,646 $27,761,646 

Legislative Fiscal Analyst 

Gen. Appropriation $ 27,361,646 $27,361,646 
Congingency 400,000 400,000 

$ 2'7, 761 , 646 $27 , 76 1 , 6 46 

TOTAL BIENNEUM 

• 54,723,292 
1,000,000 

$ 55,723,292 

• 54,723,292 
800,000 

$ 55,523,292 

$ 54,723,292 
800,000 

$ 55,523,292 



MONTANA OFFICE OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION - SPECIAL EDUCATION UNIT 
STATEWIDE SUMMARY OF HANDICAPPED STUDENTS 

BY AGE - DOMINANT HANDICAP 
(Count Taken - 12/01/85) 

02-0 
SY33886 

=================a.ac================================================================= 
AGE 1 HH I 0 I" t OH I 01 I SI 1 VI I LD I EO 1 NC 1 DB 1 MH I TOTAL 
=================a==================================================================== 
1 3 3 7 4 12 29 
2 2 5 9 2 26 1 45 
3 4 14 1 6 69 2 102 5 203 
4 8 1 15 2 9 124 2 1 1 206 7 376 
5 10 4 33 3 8 668 3 41 176 2 25 973 
6 8 1 47 10 16 908 3 233 14 13 lZ!>3 
7 8 2 83 8 7 779 5 435 16 1 21 1365 
8 11 1 67 13 12 633 11 625 29 24 1426 
9 10 3 85 11 10 417 3 667 42 2 8 1258 

10 4 3 92 15 8 212 4 705 53 19 1115 
11 7 1 78 10 7 136 5 683 57 1 10 995 
12 12 1 82 8 6 69 5 705 52 1 15 956 
13 6 1 86 6 6 48 2 707 69 1 22 954 
14 7 90 18 7 35 4 713 77 1 22 974 
15 7 100 16 6 22 4 666 91 1 21 934 
16 8 1 101 19 4 16 5 565 59 16 794 
17 4 1 92 15 2 15 1 476 33 12 651 
18 5 72 5 2 7 2 257 16 1 17 -384 
19 42 -I 1 6 59 1 2 4 116 
20 1 24 1 3 8 1 2 7 47 
21 6 1 1 2 1 11 
====================================================================================== 
TOTAL 121 1 21 I 12171 1621 120 1 41841 59 1 7555 1 6111 522 1 17 1 270 1 14859 
====================================================================================== 

SCHOOL AGE (5/21) 12/1/85: 
I 107 1 20 I 1180 I 159 102 3975 57 7546 610 176 17 257 14206 

SCHOOL AGE ( 5-21) 12/1/84: 
138 87 4462 47 7608 664 16 309 14749 

+6 -128 +21 +15 -487 +10 -62 -54 +1 -52 -543 

+13 +15 -12 +18 -.8 -9 NA +5.9 -20 -3.8 
-3.4 

.10 .07 2.58 .04 4.90 .40 .11 .01 .17 9.23 

1.60 .16 .12 2.85 .05 4.67 .85 .00 .14 10.57 

8.19 1.09 .81 28.16 .40. 50.84 4.11 3.51 .11 1.82 99.99 
====================================================================================== 

* TOTAL MONTANA SCHOOL POPULATION AGES 5-12 10/1/85: 153,864 
**TOTAL HARD OF HEARING AND DEAF 

HH - Hard of Hearing 01 - Orthopedically Impaired 
o - Deaf SI - Speech Impaired 

MR - Mentally Retarded VI - Visually Impaired 
OH - Other Health Impaired LD - Learning Disabled 

co/304 

ED - Emotionally Disturbed 
DB - Deaf Blind 
MH - Multihandicapped 
NC - Noncategorica1 Handicap 

(Age 5 and Below Only) 

SA 
TOH 



1985-86 SCHOOL YEAR 

School 

Chinook Elem. 
Chinook H. S. 

Great Falls Elem. 
Great Falls H.S. 

Havre Elem. 
Havre H.S. 

Malta Elem. 

Outlook Elem. 

Plentywood Elem. 

Butte Elem. 
Butte H.S. 

Galata 

Approved 

Allow. Costs 
2% 

$ 35,01l6 
22,817 

1,320,067 
791,137 

335,143 
168,595 

83,197 

8,981 

50,458 

966,404 
621,741 

5,298 

STATEWIDE TOTAL $27,451,564 

Exp. of 

Allow. Costs 

$1I6 ,090.74 
25,470.43 

1,539,361.07 
1,090,243.23 

347,566.61 
148,750.10 

95,745.54 

15,416.10 

70,560.27 

1,006,828.24 
710,600.28 

5,406.00 

$33,219,090.59 

Difference 

$11,044.74 
2,653,43 

219,294.07 
299.106.23 

12,423.61 
- 19,844.90 

12,548.54 

6,435.10 

20,102.27 

40,424.24 
88,859.28 

108.00 



School 

Hardin HS #1 
Hardin Elem 117-H 
Chinook HS 110 
Bear Paw Cooperative 
Chinook El #10 
Great Falls HS #A 
Simms HS #F 
Great Falls HS #l-A 
Cus ter Co HS fH 
Glendive Elem #1 
Baker HS 1F12 
Lewistown Elem #1 
Lewistown El #1 
Flathead Cooperative 
Flathead Co Rural Coop 
Evergreen El #50 
Manhattan Elem #3 
Belgrade Elem #44 
Gallatin Gateway #35 
Bozeman Schools #1 
Ross School #52 
Benzien Elem 130 
Davy Elem #12 
Basin Elem #5 
Boulder Schools #1 
Polson Elem fF23 
Ronan El fF30 
Helena HS 1Ft 
Libby HS 4F4 
Libby Elem 14 
Libby HS 1F4 
Alberton Elem fF2 
Potomac Elem III 
See ley Lake {F34 
Lolo Elem n 
Missoula Co HS #1 
Missoula Elem #1 
Missoula Elem #1 
Missoula Elem #1 
Missoula Co HS #1 
Hellgate Elem 14 
Roundup Elem #55 
Livingston Elem #4 
Wilsal Elem IJ53-38 
Second Creek Elem #6 
Dodson Elem #2-A/C 
Malta HS {FA 
Dupuyer Elem fF2 
Valier Elem 4Ft8 
Stevensville HS #2 
Florence-Carlton El #15-6 
Fairview Elem #13 
Brockton Elem #55 

County 

Big Horn 
Big Horn 
Blaine 
Blaine 
Blaine 
Cascade 
Cascade 
Cascade 
Cus ter 
Dawson 
Fallon 
Fergus 
Fergus 
Flathead 
Flathead 
Flathead 
Gallatin 
Gallatin 
Gallatin 
Gallatin 
Garfield 
Garfield 
Hill 
Jefferson 
Jefferson 
Lake 
Lake 
Lewis & Clark 
Lincoln 
Lincoln 
Lincoln 
Mineral 
Missoula 
Missoula 
Missoula 
Missoula 
Missoula 
Missoula 
Missoula 
Missoula 
Missoula 
Musse Ishe 11 
Park 
Park 
Phillips 
Phillips 
Phi llips 
Pondera 
Pondera 
Ravalli 
Ravalli 
Richland 
Roosevelt 

Description 

Res RM Instructor 
.5 Aide 
Homebound Service 
Addit Sch Psychologist 
Half-time Aide for MP 
1 Hr Per Day Aide 
Additional Sp Ed Assist 
Sp Ed Teacher to Serve EM 
Half-time Sp Ed Aide 
Half-time Sp Ed Aide 
Educ Costs of Hosp Eval 
Homdbd Placmt/Indep Eval 
Indep Evaluation for KEB 
Two Interpreter Aides 
Independent Evaluation 
Educ Costs of 000 for PCM 
Spec Educ Aide Time 
6 Hr a Day Aide/OT & PT 
A Deaf Interpreter 
Tuition for JCL 
Half-time Sp Ed teacher 
Half-time Aide 
Half-time Sp Ed Aide 
3 Hr Per Day Aide 
Out-of-dist Plcmt JLS 
6 Hr A Day Aide 
Homebound Prog for JB 
Interpreter Aide 
30-day Homebound PG CB 
Cost of 2 Indep Evals 
Homebound Prog for DC 
Half Funding Sp Ed Teacher 
Addit Sp Ed Teacher Time 
Aide 
Half-time Sp Ed Aide 
PT and an Aide for MB 
Educ Costs of Res·Placmt 
005 Tuition for BR 
OOD Placement 
Educ Costs of Res Placmt 
Asst in Hiring Teacher 
3-hr Per Day Aide 
Full-time Aide 
Half-time Sp Ed Aide 
Additional Sp Ed Aide 
3-hr Per Day Aide 
Add Costs for Svcs of KW 
Half-time Sp Ed Aide/Teacher 
Indep Evaluation 
Deaf Interpreter Aide 
Cost of Indep Instructor 
OT & PT 
Half-time Spec Ed Aide 

Amount 

6,875 "-
3,240 

360 
10,813 

825 
1,030 
2,400 

17,000 
2,604 
3,500 

900 
1,000 

390 
15,000 

350 
6,500 
2,668 

11,775 
6,238 
4,362 
2,700 
2,700 
2,160 
2,970 
8,500 
6,138 ~ 

900 
7,500 

738 
600 
135 

4,267 
4,741 
2,808 
4,764 
7,110 
1,920 
3,708 

16,266 
2,086 
8,000 
2,730 
6,000 
2,652 
1,716 
3,062 
1,865 
8,690 
1,000 
7,218 

860 
600 

3,200 



• 

Ashland Elem 132J 
Colstrip HS 110 
Lame Deer Elem 16 
Colstrip HS #19 
Sanders Co Cooperative 
Medicine Lake Elem 17 
Butte Elem 11 
Butte HS #1 
Butte HS #l 
Dutton Elem #28 
Nashua HS 113E 
Nashua Elem #13 
Billings Elem #2 
Lockwood Elem #26 
Laurel Elem #7-70 
Custer Elem #15 
Canyon Creek Elem #4 
Huntley Proj Schl #24 
Laurel HS #7 

mec4 

Rosebud 
Rosebud 
Rosebud 
Rosebud 
Sanders 
Sheridan 
Silver Bow 
Silver Bow 
Silver Bow 
Teton 
Valley 
Valley 
Yellowstone 
Yellowstone 
Yellowstone 
Yellowstone 
Yellowstone 
Yellowstone 
Yellows tone 

fl\L 
j 

A Self-cont Classrm Instr 20,000 
Purchase of PT 800 
000 Placmt Cost for CS 6,760 
Two 000 Placements 15,000 
Spec Ed Aide 9,000 
Psychologial Counseling 540 
Deaf Interpreter/Aide 10,247 
Educ Costs of 000 Placmt 6,500 
Educ Costs of 000 for JEH 6,620 
Part-time Aide 3,150 
Educa tion Cos ts 7,260 
1-hr Per Day Aide for TN 900 
Visual Instructor 19,702 
Self-cont Instru/OOD Placmt 26,760 
A Spec Ed Aide 8,744 
Half-time Sp Ed Instr/Fam Couns 5,465 
000 Cost for JLC 6,760 
Cost of 000 Placmt WG/AL 9,373 
Half-time Aide for CW 2,029 



1-
2. 

3· 

4. 

5. 
6. 

7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 

11. 
12. 

13· 
14. 

15. 

STATE CONTINGENCY REQUESTS NOT AWARDED DUE TO DEPLETION OF FUNDING 

Havre 
Central MT Learning 
Resource Center 

Bear Paw Learning 
Resource Center 

Yellowstone-West/Carbon 
County Coop 

Deer Lodge Elem 
Eastern Yellowstone 
Cooperative 

Philipsburg 
Helena 
Kalispell 
Yellowstone Boys & 
Girls Ranch 

Libby 
Northcentral Learning 
Resource Center 

Sidney 
Sutherland/Sand 
Coulee 

Gallatin/Madison 

Out of District Placement 
Fund service for newly identifies 

Preschool handioapped child 
New Posi tion 

Out of District Placement 

Out of District Placement 
Out of District Placement 

Aide 
Physical Therapy 
Out of District Placement 
Teacher 

Homebound Program 
Aide 

Out of District Placement 
Aide 

Occupation & Physical Therapy Servioe 

It must be noted that most districts ceased requesting contingency 
funding after the word was circulated that the funding was gone. 
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MONTANA COUNCIL OF 

ADMINISTRATORS OF 

SPECIAL EDUCATION 
A DIVISION OF THE COUNCIL FOR EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN 
AN AFFLIATE OF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS OF MONTANA 

TESTIMONY 

/ -

This testimony is given in support of the Special Education 
Appropriation. However, I would recommend that the appropriation 
be increased from its current level to the original 1986-87 budget 
level. This recommendation is made for the following reasons: 

First, all children should receive equal or comparable 
treatment under the law. This equality in treatment should 
extend to the provision of equal educational opportunity 
for handicapped children. Educational opportunity for handi­
capped children is in part proportionate to the level of com­
mitment in funding provided by the legislature. 

Second, the increase in funding is necessary to offset 
losses in the Special Education Appropriation that were not 
experienced by the Foundation Program. Based on figures re­
leased by the Office of Public Instruction on January 5, 1987 
the 2% decrease in funds resulted in a decrease in funding of 
$547,067. 

Third, Special Education has been funded at a level 
significantly below the Foundation Program since 1982. 

Fourth, because of the decrease in available state funds 
and the difficulty of generating additional local funds it is 
becoming increasingly difficult for districts to meet the main­
tenance of effort requirements for continued federal funding. 
This could result in the loss of additional funds that we 
depend on to provide services to handicapped children. 

For the reasons cited it is felt that the level of funding sug­
gested is appropriate. I hope that during your deliberations you 
will take into consideration the testimony given here today and pro- . 
vide the funding necessary to meet the educational needs of handi­
capped children in Montana. 

//fUbmitted by" _'_" .. f} 
Lr~l~~c.~---

Michael T. Ainsw.orth, President 
January 23, 1987 

/ 
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1979-80 

SC H 00 L 'fEAR 
1980-81 1982-82 1983-84 1984-85 

i 
1986-87 1985-86 1982-83 

Nation at Risk Year of 
Acadetics j' 

&=======-============================-==-==========-==========================================-=====================-========== .', 
TOTAL COSTS 8,881,813 9,979,768 11,675,056 12,000,000 14,447,664 
TOTAL EXCESS 2,525,058 2,651,893 2,649,561 2,800,000 3,000,000 
GENERAL FUND (STATE) 750,000 750,000 750,000 750,000 750,000 
HEAD COUNT 16,593 17,769 18,139 lB,622 18,331 
TOTAL 9-12 ENROLLftENT 45,660 
ANB 22,124 23,559 24,1B6 24,8291 24,442 
tProjection 
Actual expenditures of total cost and excess costs are reported after the fiscal year. 

16,452,000 
3,075,705 

750,000 
18,646 
45,951 
24,861 

16,030,858 16,OOO,OOOt 
3,111,598 3,000,000~ 

500,000 417,580 II 
17,770 1B,476 

45,75~ ~~ L'lJ..1 
23,09~ 

I 

) 
I 

:"1 I 



Bill COOPER 
"u~f.'rlnlendenl 

KEN SIDERIUS 

rLA1HEAD HIGH !>(HOOL 
I .. ·'l'O .. ' J,. :, •• ~- ;! 

, :1", 

KALISPEll JUNIOR HIGH 

LINDERMAN SCHOOL 
1-",.; ,',' ,.:." '''1'' 

• 1 ' f·1 ~(' I 

EOGERION SCHOOL 

,",iI,,' 

PHERSON SCHOOL 
• ~,~ ..... .J., 

:".' 

fLROD SCHOOL 
. '.\ ' 

HEDGES SCHOOL 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 5 
PHONE 755·5015 . 233 1ST AVE. EAST· KALISPELL, MONTANA 59901 

January 22, 1987 

Mr. Dennis Nathe, Chairman 
Education Subcommittee of the Appropriations Committee 
50th Legislative Session, State Capitol 
Helena, Montana 59601 

TOM TRUMBULL 

GARY ROSE 

1,1': Dear Mr. Chairman and Members of Committee: 
RUSSELL !>(HooL 

My name is Steve Wilcox, and I am in my 15th year of teaching 
Vocational Agriculture at Flathead High School in Kalispell, Montana. 
I am here today to speak on behalf of the administration and staff, 
advisory council, parents, and students of vocational education. 

We are concerned that this committee will continue to reduce the 
funding for secondary vocational education which is so vital for 
the continuation of programs in the schools in Montana. Just last 
June we saw our excess funds cut by 20% when other areas in educa­
tion were asked to take a 5% reduction. 

Our school district's secondary vocational program receives 1/3 
of its budget from this excess funding and without it we would be 
reduced to almost no program at all. 

Research has shown that a greater number of students are staying in 
secondary schools and are entering the labor market directly out of 
high school. The skills needed by these students can only be acquired 
through adequately equipped and staffed vocational programs. 

Considering also that approximately 80% of the jobs in America do not 
require a college degree and only 6% of those starting college earn 
a 4-year degree, it is important to insure a strong agricultural 
economy through vocational education in Mont~na. 

Let us not destroy the opportunities of our young people by making cuts 
in funding where it is needed most. 

Thank you. 

Vi~IdL~¥~ 
Steve Wilcox, Vocational Agriculture Instructor 

SCW/tes 



VOCAII!lW. AGRlaJLnJRl. WR!IIHG IHR!lJGB OOlERltlQ 

llIE AJRP(9 or; II'" mTl(JW. AGRIaJIJVR! 

Secoodlry Y ., •• 1 A~lculture provides students with 9k1115, knOolI edge , personal experience and grCNth for 
eqlloyment or for .anced training beyond hl!t\ school In the follO'Wing areas: 

1. Agricultural Production (FanDing, Ranching) ~. Agricultural Mechanics (ASgelbly, Maintenance, Repair) 

2. Agricultural Sales (Chemicals, Machinery, Feed, Seed) 5. Agribusiness (~arketlng, Yet., Private Reserch ) 

3. Agricultural Service (Extension, Teaching, SCS, 
Banking, Computer Business Analysis) 

Yocational Agriculture provides Intelligent practical application of math, science, and English, as well as 
vocational, social and personal 9kllls necessary for entering the field of agriculture. 

Vocational training Is characterized by a high degree of Individualized "hands on" training, teamwork and 

.. 

cooperative learning. Vocational training, for lIaIly, aakes acadellic work lOre .anlngful. The National tc.lsslon on ; 
Secondary Vocational Education reported that IIny students said that they would have dropped out of high school If they .. 
had not had the opportunity to take vocational courses in hl!t\ school. 

YOCATltl0L MiICULnJRl 'IJUrAl! TRAINING' 

Motivation is critical in the effective eckJcation of hi!t\ school students. Vocational ~IQtlture is truly 
unique, with student, teacher, parent working closely together with the private sector to develop a well trained 
IndivlckJal ready to be a productive part of the cOIIUnity. The student, parent, and vocational agriculture Instructor 
are a hard team to beat. 

HPQSSWt DUllS ftI !lIlIANA'S BASIC IHIl§JJ't 

Recent scrutlDY of the nation's secondary sChools has hlghll!t\ted deficiencies In the acadelle preparation of 
students. A cClalt.nt to strengthening eckJcatlon has been the result. This Is necessary ~t let us not forget the 
students' rl~t of choice. Secoodlry IdacatlOl Is not Just for coli. bound students! ftPPIII(JIIIIJ1(,J SHin PmCl.II1' 
or III JOBS II NtlRIQ 00 Ill' RI!JJIRI A ron R DIm NJQ (lLY SIX PBRCfJIt or 11m swtIlii mL WI A 4 YW 
lBIII!. (Hatlonal Center for Career Bcklcation>. With these statistics It is Important to Insure a strong agricultural 
econQly In the state of Kontana through Secondary Vocational Agriculture Education. 

WHAT !XIS IT am? 

State vocational funds are used to pay a portion of those costs which exceed the costs of a typical classrOQl 
<I.e., !n911!h, Social Studies). These funds give an Incentive for schools to provide. these lO['e costly progr.s. 
State vocathullGlcatlon funds are used for aa./or equis-tnt, Iinor equlPlltnt, supplies, extended contracts and 
Instructlooal trultf 

The foIlCIII1 .. ", CCIIIParison for the cost of Vocational h.J'lculture prograllS and the share of state funding 
tre:. 1981-1987. 

&lIX)L Xi lVlAL am m;mams stAT! NlDIRG 

80-81 $1,813,077 $698,058 . $272,938 
81-82 $1,988,68} $678,509 t204,63-4 
82-83 $1,918,993 $610,973 $191,734 
83-84 $2,23-4,300 '766,~ $188,065 
84-85 $2,349,910 $713,953 $196,653 
85-86 $2,~67,584 $756,130 $119,359 
86-87 $2,543,924 $764,745 S 96,375 

The decline In state support In c_arlsoo with the Increased cost of Vocational Agriculture progr_ .akes it 
'"" even lOCe difficult to provide the services necessary to help turn the Montana tana econOlY around. 

5~j 
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TESTIMONY BEFORE EDUCATION SUBCOMHITTEE 

January 23, 1987 

Secondary Vocational Education 

The Montana Council on Vocational Education recognizes and respects the 
tough budget decisions that you as legislators will be making concerning the 
future of education in the State of Montana. We would, however, ask careful 
consideration to the positive present and future impact the maintenance of a 
quality vocational education delivery system at the secondary level will have 
upon our state. 

In November of 1986, the Council conducted a survey of all 163 operating 
high school districts in Montana in an effort to assess the financial distribu­
tion of federal vocational education monies. Included in that survey was a 
request for open-end responses to the projected vocational education needs of 
the school districts. One hundred twenty-six district administrators or 
vocational education coordinators (77%) responded. Sixty-one of these indicated 
that funding for their programs were either inadequate or at a critical level. 

The vast majority of respondents indicated that they are currently unable 
to maintain the level of instruction necessary to stay abreast of the needs of 
business and industry. The major reason given was the lack of funding to 
purchase supplies and equipment addressing high technology. If this is true, 
one would have to question how competitive Montana students will be as they 
enter the labor market. 

The Council supports the OPI request of $450,000 in excess cost funding for 
each year of the 1989 biennium. We are concerned that further reduction or 
elimination of this funding will send a signal to already financially strapped 
school districts that support of vocational education programs is not important. 
These programs may be targeted for elimination since their maintenance is not 
necessary for accreditation purposes. 

Reduction in quality vocational education programs will radically increase 
the approximate number of 2,200 students across Montana who start the tenth 
grade every fall and do not graduate from high school. What is happening to 
these young people? Increasing academic offerings and reducing vocational 
education opportunities will not result in a more meaningful curriculum. We 
must strive for a balanced system of academic and vocational education if we 
are to meet the needs of the "neglected majority" of our high school students. 

If the Department of Labor statistics are correct, 80 percent of our 
students will not need a four-year degree to enter the labor market. This is 
where secondary vocational education's role of occupational preparedness and 
skill development become so vital if we are serious about economic development. 
Funding for these excess costs incurred for operating vocational education 
programs ~ an investment in our future. 

Thank you. 

cutive Director 
ocational Education 



January 16, 1987 

MEMOR&~DUM 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

Representative Dennis Nathe, Chairman 
Appropriations, Finance & Claims Joint Subcommittee 

Jim Fitzpatrick, Coordinator Secondary Vocational Education, 
Helena School District No.1, Helena, Montana 59601 

Testimony in support of the Secondary Vo-Ed appropriation 

I am submitting this memorandum in support of the Secondary Vocational Education 
appropriation for the next biennium. 

Vocational education is a significant part of high school education. In a 
broad sense, it is concerned with developing individual student skills and 
attitudes, communication computational and technological literacy, employability 
skills, occupational skills and establishes a foundation for career planning and 
lifelong learning. 

These funds are critical for program continuation and development in Montana 
schools. Vocational Education is more costly than other school programs and the 
funds have been earmarked in the original legislation to cover "excess program 
costs", In these difficult economic times, Vocational Education programs are 
essential for developing student employability skills, providing a basis for 
continuation to post secondary education, reducing dropout rates and youth 
unemployment. 

The current student enrollment in Vocational Education programs for the 1986-87 
school year in Helena School District No. 1 inclusive of students that are 
enrolled in one or more Vo-Ed programs and Cooperative Education programs is 
2896. The 1986 allocation of State funds to the District was $28,146.82, or 
approximately $9.72 per student. 

In closing, I urge your support for continued funding of Montana's Secondary 
Vocational Education programs. 
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TESTIMONY 
For 

Vo-Ed Fund1n~ 

January 2), 1987 

My name 1s Susan Butler and I am the PUblic Affairs 

Chairman for the Montana Home Economics AssOCiation. 

The Montana Home Econom1cs Associat1on unanimously 

supports the continuance of the general fund appropr1at1on 

of 450,000. per fiscal year of the 1989 biennium in recognition 

of the benef1ts provided to secondary students through 

vocational educat1on. 

As a Home Economics teacher, I would l1ke to convey 

to you the neei for vocational educat10n funding. This money 

is uti11zed to ma1nta1n sew1ng mach1ne repa1rs, purchase 

worn out equ1pment, and update obsolete textbooks. Th1s 

money prov1des no-fr1lls spending and is essential for the 

continuance of quality vocational educat10n programs. Without 

th1s funding our programs can not exist. 



____ OFFICE OF PUBUC INSTRUCTION ________ ~ 

STATE CAPITOL 
HELENA, MONTANA 59820 

(406) 444-3095 

TO: Chairman Nathe and Members 
Appropriation Subcommittee for 
Education & Cultural Resources 

FROM: Nancy Lukenbill, Specialist 
Gifted & Talented Programs 

Department of Educational Services 
Office of Public Instruction 

444-4422 

Attached is information regarding gifted education. 

Affirnwiove Action - EEO Employer 

Ed Argenbrigh. 
Superintendent 



STATEMENT OF: 
Nancy Lukenbill, Specialist 
Gifted & Talented Programs 

Office of Public Instruction 
on behalf of State Funding 

for Gifted and Talented Programs in Montana 
January 23, 1987 

My name is Nancy Lukenbill. I am the Specialist for Gifted and Talented 

Programs for the Office of Public Instruction. I am speaking here 

today on behalf of the Office, who is in full support of continued state 

funding for gifted and talented programs. We concur with the 

appropriation recommendation of $95,000 from the Governor and 

Legislative Fiscal Analyst. 

There are an estimated 15,000 gifted and talented children in Montana 

who have the capacity to reach beyond the regular curriculum available 

to them in their respective schools. These students must be given the 

opportunity to acquire advanced content, build on critical thinking, 

problem solving and skills for creative production. 

Today's chief executive officers, entrepreneurs, and other leaders such 

as yourselves have a real stake in preparing persons who will someday 

succeed you and occupy similar positions of responsibility. For the 

past six years the Montana Legislature has shown a commitment to 

building the foundation for gifted and talented programs by 

appropriating $100,000 each year. This amount, of course, was not 

sufficient to meet the needs of all schools in Montana. The allocated 

amount has funded 122 school districts ranging from Carter to Billings. 

The money has been distributed on a competitive grant basis with an 

average of 32 graRt awards each year. 

1 



Extraordinary strides have taken place across the state by school 

districts which have introduced a variety of operational models and 

include services to gifted handicapped (such as Kalispell), and 

minority/culturally diverse populations such as Hardin, Browning and 

Poplar. Funds have also assisted with local planning and development, 

direct services to students; 1) such as the development of an 

archelogical study shared between the Corvallis and Victor schools and 

2) an increase in the College Board Advanced Placement Programs at 

high schools such as Cut Bank, Plains, Bozeman and Polson. 

Telecommunication programs have networked from Blue Sky to Florence, and 

summer institutes for gifted students have developed at five 

universities across the state. An additional statewide effort has been 

the development of the Future Problem Solving Bowl designed through the 

Butte school system. Both single district and cooperative efforts 

such as Yellowstone, Sun River, Conrad and Livingston Cooperatives have 

been designed to use the dollars received in the most efficient manner. 

This state is struggling with many critical problems that could define 

the future course of this state for years. We are grappling with ways 

to expand our economy, while balancing our budget. We are searching for 

a means to compete more effectively in the national and international 

market place ..• we HUST not be shortsighted in our search for solutions 

to these problems. r~ontana I s gifted and talented students offer us the 

tools by which to forge future creative solutions. 

2 



With the support of the 50th Legislature, students with advanced 

intelligence, creative thinking and a bold curiosity about the world in 

which they live, will have the opportunity to playa far more demanding 

and innovative role in Montana's future. 

3 



GIFTED AND TALENTED PROGRAMS IN HONTANA 
OFFICE OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

UPDATE 1986-87 

1) Number of public elementary and secondary school age students in 
Montana: 153,3Z7 

2) Projected percent of gifted and talented students in Montana: 

1 percent 
3 percent 
5 percent 

10 percent 

1,533 students 
4,600 students 
7,666 students 

15,333 students 

3) Total amount provided through the Office of Public Instruction: 

1981-82 $ 33,892 
1982-83 144,544 
1983-84 97,283 
1984-85 102,717 
1985-86 98,000 ( B. Cut) 
1986-87 91 ,129 ( B. Cut) 

4) Additional teacher training funds used for gifted education: 

Education for Economic Security Act P.L. 98-377: 6,955 

~~~g~~~~!9~_fQr_H!gg!I_g!f~~g 
87 teachers participated from 38 districts 

§Q!~g9! f9r H!gg!I 9!f~!g 
90 teachers from 49 districts 

National Diffusion Network Training 

frQj~9~_§YQ9!~~_~gr!9g~!g~==~~ggY~!_!r~~_fQr_g!f~!g_§~yg~g~~ 
Grades 2-8 
122 teachers from 37 districts 

~r!~!9~!_!g!!I~!~_~gg_Ig!~!gg_§~!!!~_fQr_gr~g!~_§=1~ 
97 teachers from 43 districts ' 

5) A complete listing of school districts receiving state funds since 
1981 is attached (Appendix I). 

6) Number of gifted and talented programs with identification process 
or in the developing stages usin~ local, state or block grant 
dollars: 130 (See Figure 1 for historical breakdown.) 



7) Numbers of gifted and talented students being served to include the 
following performance areas: intellectual, academic aptitude, 
creative and productive thinking, leadership, visual and performing 
arts--1986 figures: 

Grades K-6 Grades 7-8 Grades 9-12 Total 

2,500 students 1,050 students 950 students 4,500 

8) At present, 25 high schools are offering Advanced Placement Courses 
from the College Boards/Denver. This is an increase of 10 programs 
over the past two years. 

9) Does Montana have mandatory state legislation for gifted and 
talented education? No. 

Permissive legislation is under Montana School Laws 20-7-901 through 
20-7-907. 

10) Under which department within the Office of Public Instruction is 
Gifted and Talented housed: Department of Educational Services 

Submitted by: 
Nancy Lukenbill, Specialist 
Gifted and Talented Program 
Department of Educational Services 
Office of Public Instruction 

January 1987 

Attachments 



APPENDIX I 

I 

J 
GIFTED & TALENTED GRANT EXPENDITURES I 

SCHOOL DISTRICTS WHICH HAVE RECEIVED GIFTED AND TALENTED FUNDS FROM 1981-JUNE, 198~ 

ALBERTON 
ARLEE 
ARRCMHEAD 
AUGUSTA 
BELGRADE 
BIGFORK 
BIG SANDY 
BILLINGS 
BLOOMFIELD 
BLUE CREEK 
BLUE SKY-RUDYARD 
BONNER 
BOZEMAN ELEM 
BRADY 
BRo\iNING 
BUTTE 
BYNUM 
CARTER 
CANYON CREEK 
CASCADE 
CAYUSE PRAIRIE/SWAN 

RIVER 
CENTERVILLE 
CHESTER ELEM 
CHOTEAU 
CLYDE PARK 
COLSTRIP 
COLUHBIA FALLS 
COLUMBUS 
COnRAD 
CORVALLIS 
CUT BANK ELEM 
CUT BANK HS 
DAWSON CO HS 
DILLON 
DUTTON 
ELDER GROVE 
ELYSIAN 
EUREKA 
EVERG REEN--KAL ISPELL 
FAIRFIELD 
FERGUS CO HS 
FORT BENTON 
FORT SHAW/SIMMS 
FRAZER 
FRENCHTOWN 
FROMBERG ELEM 
FROMBERG DIST 6 
GALATA 

GLASGOW 
GLENDIVE 
GOLDEN RIDGE 
GREAT FALLS 
GREENFIELD 
HAMILTON 
HARDIN ELEM 
HARDIN HS 
HARLOWTON 
HAVRE 
HELENA ELEM 
HELENA HS 
HELENA FLATS 
HIGHWOOD 
HUNTLEY PROJECT 
INDEPENDENT--BLGS 
JOLIET 
JORDAN 
KALISPELL 
KESSLER 
KEVIN 
LAME DEER 
LAUREL 
LIBBY 
LIVINGSTON 
LOCKWOOD 
LOLO 
LONE ROCK 
MANHATTAN 
HARION 
MILES CITY 
MISSOULA 
MONFORTON 
MONTANA CITY 
MORIN 
PARK CITY 
PENDROY 
PIONEER 
PINE CREEK 
PLAINS 
POPLAR 
POTOMAC ELEM 
POWER 
RED LODGE 
RONAN 
ROUNDUP 
RYEGATE 
ST IGNATIUS 
SAND COULEE 

SEELEY LAKE 
SHEPHERD 
SIDnEY 
SOMERS 
SUUBURST 
SUN RIVER 
SUPERIOR 
SWAN VALLEY 
TURNER 
TWIN BRIDGES 
ULM 
VALIER 
VAUGH~l 

VICTOR 
WARREN/JIM DARCY 
WHITE SULPHUR SPGS 
vlHITEFISH 
WHITEHALL 
WILSALL 
WINIFRED 
WINNETT ELEH 
HOLF POINT ELEH 
WOLF POINT HS 
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Figure 1 

Montana School Districts Serving Gifted and Talented Students. 
Programs with and Identification Process 

in Effect or Planning Year--1987 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Number of Gifted and Talented Programs 



The 600,000 which has been appropriated for the last three bienniums has 
been distributed to: 

Districts with less than 50 enrollment 8 

Districts with less than 100 enrollment 7 

Districts with less than 300 enrollment 37 

Districts with less than 500 enrollment 17 

Districts with less than 600 enrollment 2 

Districts with less than 1,000 enrollment 12 

Districts with less than 3,000 enrollment 19 

Districts with less than 5,000 enrollment 2 

Districts with less than 10,000 enrollment 3 

Districts with less than 15,000 enrollment 

Districts with less than 17,000 enrollment 



" MONTANA PROGRAMS FOR THE 
GIFTED AND TALENTED 

WHAT WERE YOUR FiRST 

"THOUGHTS AS A Tl4iN'<E~? 

1986-87 



MONTANA PROGRAMS FOR THE GIFTED AND TALENTED 
1986-87 

Office of Public Instruction 
Ed Argenbright, Superintendent 

State Capitol 
Helena, Montana 59620 



WELCOME! 

The Office of Public Instruction is pleased to disseminate the 1986-87 directory of 
Montana programs for gifted and talented students. This directory will give you the name 
of the program's contact person, address, phone number, and grade levels served. 

Any school district wishing to learn more about a particular district's model for gifted 
and talented education should contact the individual school district listed. 

This directory was produced by Nancy Lukenbill, Specialist, Gifted and Talented Pro­
grams, Montana Office of Public Instruction. Production assistance came from Lori Clark 
and Sioux Roth. Cover and design by Ellen Meloy. 



1M ARLEE 
John Lundt, Principal 
Arlee School Dist. 8 

\. .... ,0 Box 37 
~rlee, MT 59821 

726-3216 

lit Grades 3-12 

ARROWH EAD (Livingston 
III Cooperative) 

Lewin Dover 
Arrowhead School Dist. 75 

, PO Box 37 
.. Pray, MT 59065 

333-4359 

, Grades K-6 .. 
AUGUSTA (Conrad 

Cooperative) 

.. Rick Ripley 
Augusta School Dist. 45 
PO Box 307 

.. Augusta, MT 59410 
562-3384 

Grades 1-12 

1M BELT 
Sene Comes 

, ...,.Jelt School Dist. 29 
.. Box 197 

Belt, MT 59412 
277-3351 

.. Grades 1-8 

BILLINGS 
i. Tom Wynn, District Coordinator 

Gifted and Talented Education 
Billings School Dist. 2 
101 10th Street West 

.. Billings, MT 59102 
255-3500, ext. 239 

Grades 2-8 

Lois Sindelar 
Independent School Dist. 52 
2907 Roundup Road 

Ii. Billings, MT 59105 
259-8109 

Grades K-6 

Jan Lapine, Coordinator 
Lockwood School Dist. 26 

, 1932 U,S, Hwy 87, Route 2 
ira Billings, MT 59101 
V52-2776 

Grades 1-7 

Zara Frank 
Canyon Creek Elementary Dist. 4 
3139 Duck Creek Rd, 
Billings, MT 59101 
656-4471 

Grades 1-8 

BLOOMFIELD 
Bill Raisl 
Bloomfield School Dist. 30 
Bloomfield, MT 59315 
583-7575 

Grades 1-8 

BOZEMAN 
Sally Richter, Principal 
Bozeman School Dist. 7 
Whittier School 
511 N, 5th 
Bozeman, MT 59715 
585-1690 

Grades 3-8 

Kathy Pattee, Principal 
Monforton School Dist. 27 
6001 Monforton School Road 
Bozeman, MT 59715 
586-1557 

Grades 3-8 

BRADY (Conrad Cooperative) 

Kurt Hilyard 
Brady School Dist 19 
Box 166 
Brady, MT 59416 
753-2392 

Grades K-12 

BUTTE 
Jeff Satterly, Superintendent 
Butte School Dist. 1 
400 S, Wyoming 
Butte, MT 59701 
723-3293 

Grade 6 

BYNUM (Conrad Cooperative) 

Ira Perkins 
Bynum School Dist. 12 
Bynum, MT 59419 
469-2373 

Grades 1-8 

CASCADE 
Jim Donovan, Coordinator 
Cascade Elementary Dist. 3 
PO Box 307 
Cascade, MT 59421 
468-2212 

Grades 1-8 

CHESTER 
Vi Hills 
Chester Elementary Dist. 33 
Box 550 
Chester, MT 59522 
759-5477 

Grades 2-12 

CHOTEAU (Conrad 
Cooperative) 

Ervin E, Ketterling 
Choteau School Dist. 1 
Box 857 
Choteau, MT 59422 
466-5303 

Grades K-12 

CLYDE PARK (Livingston 
Cooperative) 

Ed Barich 
Clyde Park School Dist. 41/38 
Box AH 
Clyde Park, MT 59018 
686-4621 

Grades K-8 

COLSTRIP 
Keith Chapman 
Isabel Bills School 
Colstrip School Dist. 19 
Colstrip, MT 59323 
Elementary and Middle School 
748-4150 

COLUMBIA FALLS 
Roy Wendt, Principal 
Columbia Falls School Dist. 6 
PO Box 1259 
Columbia Falls, MT 59912 
892-4321 

Grades 1-5 

CONRAD (Conrad Cooperative) 

Dennis Williams 
Conrad School Dlst. 10 
215 S, Maryland 
Conrad, MT 59425 
278-5521 

Grades 1-12 

CORVALLIS 
Don Wetzel, Superintendent 
Corvallis School Dist. 1 
PO Box 133 
Corvallis, MT 59828 
961-4211 

Grades 3-6 



CUT BANK 
Ray Maier 
Cut Bank High School Dist. 15 
300 1 st St. SE 
Cut Bank, MT 59427 
873-5629 

Grades 7-12 

Jan Cahill 
Cut Bank School Dist. 15 
Anna Jeffries School 
Cut Bank, MT 59427 
873-2411 

Grades 1-6 

DILLON 
Susie VanHouten 
Dillon School Dist. 10 
14 N. Cottom Drive 
Dillon, MT 59725 
683-2373 

Grades K-8 

DUTTON (Conrad Cooperative) 

Rich Wilson 
Dutton School Dist. 28 
PO Box 48 
Dutton, MT 59433 
476-3424 

Grades K-12 

ENNIS 
Sandy Pfau 
Madison Valley Consolidated School 
School Dist. 52 
Box 52 
Ennis, MT 59729 
682-4237 

Grades 3-8 

EUREKA 
Sharon Ziegenhagen 
Eureka School Dist. 13 
PO Box 2001 
Eureka, MT 59917 
296-2131 

Grades K-6 

FAIRFIELD (Conrad 
Cooperative) 

C. John Kinna 
Fairfield School Dist. 21 
Box 99 
Fairfield, MT 59436 
467-2103 

Grades 1-12 

Loren Sasser 
Greenfield School Dist. 75 
Route 1 
Fairfield, MT 59436 
467-2827 

Grades K-8 

Charlotte Tacke 
Golden Ridge School Dist. 45 
Route 2 
Fairfield, MT 59436 
467-2061 

Grades K-6 

FLORENCE CARLTON 
James Bruggeman 
Florence-Carlton School Dist 15-6 
5540 Old Highway 93 
Florence, MT 59833 
273-6741 

Grades 1-6 

FORT BENTON 
Craig Brewington 
Fort Benton School 7-8 
PO Box 399 
Fort Benton, MT 59442 
622-5112 

Grades 2-6 

FORT SHAW 
Fay W. Lesmeister 
Fort Shaw School Dist. 6 
Box 38 
Simms, MT 59477 
264-5110 

Grades K-8 

FRENCHTOWN 
Robert M. Banks, Superintendent 
Frenchtown School Dist. 40 
PO Box 117 
Frenchtown, MT 59834 
626-5762 

Grades 2-8 

FROMBERG 
Gary L. Webber, Superintendent 
Fromberg School Dist. 30 and 6 
PO Box 188 
Fromberg, MT 59029 
668-7755 

Grades 9-12 

GALATA (Conrad Cooperative) 

Virginia Hagen 
Galata School Dist. 21 
Box 76 
Galata, MT 59444 
432-2125 

Grades K-8 

GLENDIVE 
Sandra Scott 
Special Services Director 
Glendive School Dist. 1 
Box 701 
Glendive, MT 59330 
365-5377 

Grades K-12 

GREAT FALLS 
Gail Cleveland, Director 
Gifted Education 
Great Falls School Dist. 1 
3300 3rd St. NE 
Great Falls, MT 59404 
791-2270 

Grades 4-8 

HAMILTON 
Clifford Johnson 
Hamilton School Dist. 3 
Box 980 
Hamilton, MT 59840 
363-2280 

Grades K-6 

HARDIN 
Karen Davidson 
Gifted Education 
Hardin School Dist. 17-H 
c/o Hardin Middle School 
Hardin, MT 59034 
665-1408 

Grades K-12 

HARLOWTON 
Clarene Dysart, Principal 
Hillcrest School 
500 8th Ave. NE 
Harlowton, MT 59036 
632-4361 

Grades K-6 

HAVRE 
Paul Palm, Assistant Superintendent 
Havre School Dist. 16 
PO Box 7791 
Havre, MT 59501 
265-4356 

Grades 3-8 



HELENA 
Sharon Walker 

\.......;,ossiter Elementary 
-r497 Sierra Rd. East 

Helena, MT 59601 
458-5001 .. 
Grades K-8 

l Linnea Ghilardi 
.. Helena High School 

1300 Billings Avenue 
Helena, MT 59601 

.. 442-8090 

Grades 9-12 

. Keith Meyer, Principal 
.. Kessler School Dist. 2 

4222 Hwy. 12 
Helena, MT 59601 

... Grades 1-6 

HIGHWOOD 
iii Hayden Hedrick 

Highwood School Dist. 
Box 100, RR 1 .. Highwood, MT 59450 
733-2081 

'7rades 1-8 

28 

.. ""'HUNTLEY PROJECT 
Linda Drayson, Principal 
Huntley Project School Dist. 24 

.. Worden, MT 59088 
967-2540 

Grades 2-6 

JOLIET 
Marilyn Vukonich 

.. Joliet Elementary Dist. 7 
Drawer G 
Joliet, MT 59041 
962-3541 

.. Grades 3-6 

KALISPELL 
.. Gayle Vidal, Program Director 

Gifted & Talented Program 
Kalispell School Dist. 5 

.. 233 1 st Avenue East 
Kalispell, MT 59901 
755-8000 

i... Grades 1-9 

,-,erry Miller 
Cayuse Prairie School Dist. 10 

.. 897 Lake Blaine Road 
Kalispell, MT 59901 
755-2857 

i. Grades 2-8 

Claudia Potts, Director 
Evergreen School Dist. 50 
232 Pheasant Drive 
Kalispell, MT 59901 
752-0101 

Grades K-8 

Terry Ewing 
West Valley School Dist. 2 
2290 Farm to Market 
Kalispell, MT 59901 
755-7239 

Grades 2-8 

KEVIN (Conrad Cooperative) 

Can dis Peterschick 
Kevin School Dlst. 8 
PO Box 47 
Kevin, MT 59454 
337-2531 

Grades K-8 

LAME DEER 
Donna Livingston 
Lame Deer School Dist. 6 
PO Box 96 
Lame Deer, MT 59043 
477-6379 

Grades 1-8 

LAUREL 
Bob Western, Principal 
Laurel School Dist. 7-70 
West School 
502 Eighth Avenue 
Laurel, MT 59044 
628-6914 

Grades 1-9 

LEWISTOWN 
Cynthia Bauman 
Lewistown School Dist. 2 
212 Crystal Drive 
Lewistown, MT 59457 
538-8134 

Grades 4-8 

Robert Raver, Principal 
Fergus County High School 
412 6th Ave. So. 
Lewistown, MT 59457 
538-2321 

Grades 10-12 

LIBBY 
Paul Stebbins 
Libby School Dist. 4 
111 E. Lincoln Blvd. 
Libby, MT 59923 
293-6204 

Grades 1-12 

LIVINGSTON 
Pat Boyer, Director 
Livingston School Dist. 4 and 
Livingston Cooperative 
132 S. "B" Street 
Livingston, MT 59047 
222-6600 

Grades 1-8 

LODGE GRASS 
T. Murray Westbrook 
Lodge Grass School Dist. 27 
Drawer AF 
Lodge Grass, MT 59050 
639-2385 

Grades K-12 

LONE ROCK 
James L. Palmer 
Lone Rock School Dist.- 13 
994 Three Mile Creek Rd. 
Stevensville, MT 59870 
777-3314 

Grades 1-6 

MANHATTAN 
Ron Zier, Principal 
Manhattan School Dist. 3 
Box 425 
Manhattan, MT 59741 
284-3250 

Grades 2-7 

MARION 
Johanna Bangman 
Marion School Dist. 54 
PO Box 8 
Marion, MT 59925 
854-2333 

Grades 1-8 

MILES CITY 
Fred Anderson, Principal 
Custer County High School 
20 S. Custer Avenue 
Miles City, MT 59301 
232-4920 

Grades 9-12 



Don Gundlach 
Miles City Elementary Dist. 2 POPLAR SAND COULEE 
Highland Park School 

Gary Greff Jim Moulds 
716 S. Cale 
Miles City, MT 59301 Poplar Elementary Dist. 9 Centerville School Dist. 5 

232-3890 Box 458 Sand Coulee, MT 59472 
Poplar, MT 59255 736-5123 

Grades 2-6 768-3409 
Grades K-8 

MISSOULA Grades 1-8 

Judi Fenton, Principal POTOMAC ST. IGNATIUS 
Missoula School Dist. 1 Gayle Everly Harold McPherson, Superintendent 
Paxson School Potomac School Dist. 11 St. Ignatius School Dist. 28 
South Higgins and Evans Potomac Road Box 477 
Missoula, MT 59801 Bonner, MT 59823 St. Ignatius, MT 59865 
542-4055 244-5581 

745-3811 

Grades 1-8 Grades K-8 
Grades 10-12 

MONTANA CITY POWER (Conrad Cooperative) SEELEY LAKE 
Penny Koke Larry Lehman John Hebnes, Superintendent 

Montana City School Dis!. 27 Power School Dist. 30 Seeley Lake School Dist. 34 

Star Route, Box 127 PO Box 155 Drawer C 

Clancy, MT 59634 Power, MT 59468 Seeley Lake, MT 59868 

442-6737 677-2265 
Grades K-12 

Grades K-8 Grades 2-8 

PARK CITY 
RED LODGE SHEPHERD 
Sheila Newlin 

Margit Thorndal Red Lodge School Dis!. 1 Barbara Wagner 
Park City School Dist. 5 311 S. Oaks Shepherd Elementary School Dist. 37 
PO Box 278 Red Lodge, MT 59068 Box 8 
Park City, MT 59063 446-1804 Shepherd, MT 59079 '-
633-2350 373-5873 

Grades 1-8 
Grades K-8 

Gr;::J(iAS 1-8 

PENDROY (Conrad 
RONAN SIDNEY 

Cooperative) Bob Slonaker Frank Dahl, Principal 
School Dist. 30 Sidney School Dist. 5 

Jane King Drawer R South Central Avenue 
Pendroy School Dist. 61 Ronan. MT 59864 Sidney, MT 59270 
PO Box 65 676-3390 482-4050 
Pendroy, MT 59467 Grades 2-8 Grades 7-8 469-2266 

Grades 1-6 ROUNDUP SOMERS 

PINE CREEK (See Livingston 
Gayle Hekgson Wally Vinnedge, Superintendent 

Cooperative) 
Roundup School Dist. 55 Somers School Dist. 29 
600 1 st Street West Box 159 

Ellie Raffety Roundup, MT 59072 Somers, MT 59932 
Pine Creek School Dist. 9 323-1512 857-3301 
Rt. 38, Box 2067 
Livingston, MT 59047 Grades 1-12 Grades K-8 
222-0059 

RYEGATE SUNBURST (Conrad 
POLSON Jean Wallace Cooperative) 

Carolyn Heinz Ryegate School Dist. 6 Alan Ryan 
Polson School Dist. 23 PO Box 127 Sunburst School Dist. 2 
111 4th Avenue East Ryegate, MT 59074 Box 467 
Polson, MT 59860 568-2211 Sunburst, MT 59482 '-883-5555 Grades K-8 937-7366 

Grades K-12 Grades 1-12 



"SUN RIVER 
Nellie Sherman, Superintendent 
Sun River School Dis!. 97 

"!. )x 1 
~un River, MT 59483 

264-5330 

.. Grades 3-6 

SUPERIOR 
.. Jack Brookins, Principal 

Superior School Dis!. 3 
PO Box 400 

. Superior, MT 59872 
.. 822-4962 

Grades 1-8 

f. SWAN RIVER 
Patty Jurkovich 
Swan River School Dis!. 4 

... 1205 Swan Highway 
Bigfork, MT 59911 
837-4528 

.. Grades K-8 

SWAN VALLEY 
-. Sharon Lamar 

Star Route 
·'geley Lake, MT 59868 

, . ....54-2320 
ill 

Grades 1-8 

TWIN BRIDGES .. . 
Mark H. Weber, Director 
Twin Bridges School Dist. 7 
Drawer AC 

i. TWin Bridges, MT 59754 
684-5613 

Grades 2-7 

r.. ULM 
John Spurzem 
Ulm School Dis!. 85 

-Box 188 
Ulm, MT 59485 
866-3313 

.. Grades K-8 

VALIER (Conrad Cooperative) 

Richard A. Sirokman 
Valier School DIS!. 18 
PO Box 528 

.. Valier, MT 59486 
~79-3610 

Grades K-12 

VAUGHN 
Michael Button 
Vaughn School Dis!. 74 
Box 279 
Vaughn, MT 59487 
965-2232 

Grades K-8 

WHITEFISH 
Joe Malletta 
Central School 
2nd and Spokane 
Whitefish, MT 59937 
862-3568 

Grades 5-8 

WHITE SULPHUR 
SPRINGS 

Michael Anderson, Principal 

M~ Ph1'IJJI.VJ·· 

"B /'I.IJ 1 uY 

~~I\e 
~~ 

White Sulphur Springs School Dis!. 8 
PO Box C 
White Sulphur Springs, MT 59645 
547-3751 

Grades K-6 

WI LSALL (Livingston 
Cooperative) 

Garrett Franks 
Wilsall School Dis!. J53-38 
Box 131 
Wilsall, MT 59086 
578-2176 

Grades 1-8 

WINNETT 
Winnett Elementary Dis!. 159 
Box 167 
Winnett, MT 59087 
429-2451 

Grades 3-6 

WOLF POINT 
Tom Anderson 
Wolf Point Elementary School Dis!. 45 
710 4th Ave. No. 
Wolf Point, MT 59201 
653-1653 

Grades K-6 

Rebecca Schmidt 
School Dis!. 45-45A 
213 6th Avenue South 
Wolf Point, MT 59201 
653-1200 

Grades 9-12 



NOTES 

-_._-_._-----



, Montana 
AGATE 

\>1ontona ,AssoCIatIOn of Gifted and Talented Education 

January 13. 1987 

My name ~s Paula Fasc11la. I am the President of the Montana 
Associat1on of Gifted and T31ented Educat10n. which is an 
organ1zatlon WhlCh was created SIX years ago by educators who 
were concerned about the speclal needs of glfted children. 
A.G.A.T.E. now has over sao members throughout the state: 
parents. teachers. and adm1nlstrators. I am also a first 
grade t~acher in Kal1spell Public Schools. I am speaking as 
a proponent for ma1nta1n1ng the existing level of funding for 
gifted and talented educatIon withIn the OPI budget. which 
includes the staff pos1tion and funding for program 
de',el,:.>pment. 

At a t1me when diff1cu1t budget deciSIons must 
must look for "frlnge" ,~r "luxurv" line lto::·ms. 
Talented Education 15 not one of these Ita. ~. 

be made. one 
Gifted and 

Frequently. one hears trle adage "qifted ch_ :dren will make it 
many gifted on the.!. r .20wn." Th1S lS largely a mvth. :: r, fact, 

children are achieving at levels which are three to four 
grades below thelC abilLty. One 1n five of our potentially 
glfted students drops out of school. In addltl0n. a great 
proport1on of our chemically dependent youth are gifted. In 
our own state. three children who might have been described 
as glfted have committed suicide 1n the last year. 

Excellence requlres innovation. The monies ~llocated for 
Gifted and Talented education provide the catalY9t for 
Innovat1on and excellence. The e::lstence of grant mon1es 
over the course of time has created ~ vehicle by Wh~ch 
schools may initiate 1nnovative programs. WhlCh are most 
often absorbed into the distr1ct budget at the conclus1on of 
the grant. These proJects benefit all children through 
increased teacher effect1venesa. 

For example. in my school. a slxth grade teacher has 
inltlsted an individual1zed math program ~h1ch prov1des 
enough flexibility to meet the needs of h1S gifted students 
and challenge all hlS students. He became 1nsplred at an OPI 



sponsored ',..'OJ: Kshop un ;1\ a tr. for '~l. fted y()I~ ':h. Man y teacrl.:r s 
1n my dietrl.ct have developed methods for ~eachl.ng readin9 
based on Lniormatlon they recel.ved at a conference on glfted 
education. They ale providing approprlate learnl.ng 
exper1ences for their gl.f~ed ch1idren. and have also modified 
these methods so that thel.r entLre class may be l.nvolved. 
These teachl.ng technlque3 reflect the most recent research on 
effectlve teachlng. 

The task before you 18 difflcult. I realize. However. the 
money Wh1Ch 1S spent on Gifted and Talented Educat10n is 
posslbly our best insursnce :hat Montana's education system 
w~ll contlnue to l.mprove ~n these troubled times. 

I 

l ;:. 



SILL COOPER 
Superintendent 
KEN SIDER IUS 

Asst. Superintendent 

.LA THIAD HIGH SCHOOL 

K:~IP;Ii. ~S~:OR V~H 
p"nC'PIII, larry SChUll 

LINDERMAN SCHOOL 
PrulelOlli, JOMCI" s...~r 

ElllOD SCHOOL 
PrlnClp.I.Flu ... ItWIt'!! .... 

RUSSELL SCHOOL 
P"nelN'. "'t."n. IMllCton 
'ETERSON SCHOOl 

PrinCipal Char'" l'lioemat\ 

HEDGO SCHOOL 
P""CI~.I(.".,Iot\n 

EDGERTON SCHOOL 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 5 
PHONE 755-5015 - 233 1ST AVE. EAST - KALISPELL, MONTANA 59901 

·,,",,··,·~·o..'~anUary 22, 1987 

To: Appropriations Joint Education Subcommittee Members 
Rei Gifted and Tal~nted Education Appropriation 
From: Leanna Isaacson, Principal, Russell School 

TOM TRUMBULL 
Business Manager 

QARY ROSE 
Administrative Asst. 

I have been involved in the gifted and talented program for 
ten years. During that time I have watched the children in 
our district, as well as throughout the state, ben~fit from 
the hard worK and perseverance of dedicated educators and 
their supporters that have worKed to provide supplemental 
funding for BIT children. 

Teachers are now well aware that there are children with 
exceptional abil ities that need different types of 
programmming within the frameworK of the current educational 
setting. Providing those same children with appropriate 
Kinds of learning experiences is a challange that Qoes 
beyond dedication and committment. It taKes money. 

With funding, made available through the leQislature, new 
and exciting intellectual and creative opportunities have 
become available for children in our district, both directly 
and indirectly. The grant money was used in part, to 
develop programs for the exceptionally gifted student, since 
it quicKly became apparant that their needs were 
additionally unique. In addition, worKshops that teachers 
attended provided a basis upon which other classroom based 
curricular programs were designed and implemented. Future 
Problem Solving teams are now a part of our school, with 
students requesting to be part of ~his exciting group that 
meets during the lunch time. A differentiated staffing model 
was created following a worKshop in math for gifted 
students, sponsored by OPI. Each of the curricular areas 
have a component deSigned to meet the needs of the gifted 
with a direct effect on all children. 

Vet, we are faced with the grim real ity that without funding 
that is identified specifically for gifted children, 
programs will fade. Children will not loose their gifted 
status of need, but the same opportunities for successful 
experiences will not be the same. The support for teachers 
and children will simply not be there. 



As an elementary principal I am continuously reminded about 
the problems facing Montana legislatures regarding school 
funding issues. Yet, maintaining the existing level of 
funding for gifted and talented education within the,OPI 
budget will insure that the needs of a very critical group 
of children will not be forgotten. Please, allow us to 
continue to build on the efforts of the last 10 years. 

~~~ 
Leanna Isaacson 



School District No. 30, Lake County 
ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL 

Ronan, Montana 59864 

Members of the Education Committee 
Montana Legislature 
Helena, Montana 

January 19, 1987 

Dear Montana Education Committee Members: 

I understand that you will be considering program 
alterations for the gifted & talented this week. Before 
you consider any revisions or alterations in the small 
program ~e have, I urge you to consider the following 
thoughts. 

1. Many gifted and talented children are performing 
1-2 grade levels below their ability level because of a 
lack of challenges. These challenges are most aptly 
provided through a program designed for their special 
intellectual needs. 

2. Most teachers & many school districts are willing 
to do what they can to challenge their gifted students. 
However, there is little training & so few local resources 
available to provide the support schools & teachers need 
to provide for the needs of these students. 

3. OPI gifted & talented services have been the sole 
resource that has been constantly available for support, 
program development, and information so badly needed by 
our local schools. 

4. Money presently budgeted for the gifted & talented 
office is a very small percentage of the total educational 
budget. It is all we have to give special support & infor­
ma-.:ion that will help to develop minds that will be leading 
our state tomorrow. 

I urge you to retain the gifted & talented services we 
presently have available to support the gifted & talented 
in our state. 

TO/1m 

Sincerely, 

'~I-

Terri O'Fallon, 
Principal 



TO 

PROJECT ROSE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT #6 

Box 1259 

COLUMBIA FALLS, MONTANA 59912 

Montana State Legislature 
Joint Committee on Finance and Claims 

DATE January 21, 1987 

SUBJECT Funding for Gifted/ 
Talented 

Gifted Education needs and should have support from the Montana 
Legislature. Grants that have been given to School District #6 have 
made a difference. We were able to begin teacher training in gifted 
education, start and continue a gifted program (Project ROSE), and 
purchase appropriate materials for the G/T library. Without those 
funds we would not have been able to accomplish those goals. 

Specifically I have observed changes in parent, administrator, 
and teacher attitudes toward gifted children. Gifted children's 
unique talents and interests are now being better met through our 
program. Gifted Children are now feeling self-worth and are able to 
pursue and grow toward their potential. 

I appreciate the financial support that we received for our 
-' program. In order to continue the essential training we need for our 

teachers and the growth we need to expand our program for children, 
please keep funding for gifted education a priority. 

s~nce:elk.~~ 

~. Cockrell. Coordinato 

Item. ML5N72 Wheeler Group Inc. 1982 
FOLD AT 1-) TO FIT DRAWING BOARD ENVELOPE. EWtOP 



SCHOOL DISTRICT 

NUMBER", SIX 
.' .... , "f;~ ••. ,' 

, - •• ..-•. '<';, 

COLUMBIA FALLS:~NTANA 599121259 

OffiCE OF THE PRINCIPAL 

TELEPHONE (406) 892·~321 

January 21, 1987 

MONT ANA'S LARGEST SCHOOL DISTRICT STRE:'I'qUNG FROM 

CANADIAN BOUNDARY INTO 101 MARSHALt.WIlDERNESS, 

AND INCLUDING HALf OF GLAOER NATIONAL PARK AHa THE 

NORTHEAST PORTION OF FlATHEAD VALLEY ~ 

TO: Joint Committee on Finance & Claims 
FROM: Lee Murphy, Primary Principal 

I want to personally lend my support to funding gifted and talented 
programs in our schools. 

The benefits to all students in the Columbia Falls Elementary School 
from G-T funds are many. Probably most important is the opportunity 
to train and in-service all 1st through 6th grade teachers in methods, 
techniques and concepts which in the long run not only benefit the 
gifted children but all children in our school. In addition, a 
library of materials has been built which again benefits not only the 
gifted but all students. 

Providing the very best education for all children in our state is 
a goal of every Montanan. Funding the gifted-talented programs is a 
very real and effective way of better meeting that goal. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

COLUMBIA FALLS HIGH SCHOOL - COlUMBIA FALLS JUNIOfI HIGH 

GRADE SCHOOLS IN COLUMBIA FALLS, CORAM, ESSEX, HUNGRY HORSE, MARTIN CITY AND WEST GLACIER 



1/17/87 

Joint Appropriations Committee 
Montana Le~islature 
Helena. Mt. 

Dear Sirs. 

First. thank you for the essential grant support you've 
given the ~ifted pro~ram in our rural school. 

Since the G/T R.O.S.E. pro~ram be~an. the difference in my 
dau~hter's attitude and outlook toward her ~iftedness has been 
phenomenal. Four years a~o she came to me in tears sayin~. 
"I'm so tired of hidin~ my A papers from my friends." She was 
ready to trade in her potential for acceptance. Since then a 
G/T pro~ram headed by a dedicated coordinator. Mrs. Judy 
Cockrell. and funded by grants. has systematically and 
thoroughly trained teachers to identif~ and challen~e ~ifted 
students. My dau~hter is aware of her potential and optimistic 
about her abilit~ to contribute to societ~. A recent ~oal 
settin~ project she completed listed some wonderful 
possibilities. I'm so thankful for the encoura~ement and 
confidence she receives from the school staff and to the 
Montana Le~istators who are willin~ to invest in our future 
leaders. 

In summary. if the members of the Appropriations 
Committee are still committed to the "search for excellence". I 
ur~e ~ou to focus on the tremendous potential to be found in 
Montana's ~ifted youth. Please don't allow the frustrations of 
tryin~ to balance the state bud~et to convince you to overlook 
our future leaders and problem solvers. Keep grants for ~ifted 
education as a priority in our state. 

Respectfull~. 
1 _, 

.. / '('_'1... #> .. <. /~<?:/ ... ", / 
. ~.. b __ ~, 

Mrs. Jane Renfro 
P.O. Box AAA 
Columbia Falls. Mt 
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TO 

PROJECT ROSE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT #6 

BoX 12!59 

COLUMBIA FALLS. MONTANA 59912 

Montana State Legislature 
Joint Committee on Finance and Claims 

DATE January 21, 1987 

SUBJECT Funding for Gifted/ 
Talented 

Gifted Education needs and should have support from the Montana 
Legislature. Grants that have been given to School District #6 have 
made a difference. We were able to begin teacher training in gifted 
education, start and continue a gifted program (Project ROSE), and 
purchase appropriate materials for the G/T library. Without those 
funds we would not have been able to accomplish those goals. 

Specifically I have observed changes in parent, administrator, 
and teacher attitudes toward gifted children. Gifted children's 
unique talents and interests are now being better met through our 
program. Gifted Children are now feeling self-worth and are able to 
pursue and grow toward their potential. 

I appreciate the financial support that we received for our 
program. In order to continue the essential training we need for our 
teachers and the growth we need to expand our program for children, 
please keep funding for gifted education a priority. 

~ 

.J 
i 
I 
i 
I 
I 
i 
I 

Sincerely, • 
~I(.~ 
~udith K. Cockrell, coordinai 

FOLD AT I-I '0 FIT QRAWING BOARD ENvElOPE. EW 
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Hardin Public Schools 
ELE~IE:\"TARY DISTRICT NO. liH & HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT NO.1 

522 ?\orth Center Avenue 
Hardin. l\lontana 59034 

Big Horn County 
W (406) 665·1304 

January 20, 1987 

Rep. Dennis Nathe 
Educational Sub Co~mittee 
Helena, MT 59620 

Dear Rep. Nathe: 

I wish to express my support for continued funding for Gifted 
Education at the same level as in the past. This funding has providen 
seed monev for unprecendented change and growth in our district. 
Following are only a few of the specific ways it has helped. 

1. A grant for development of our program. It enabled us to research 
program.:;, assess our needs and involve parents. It also became a 
guide for program development in other schools in eastern Montana. At 
least ~oo people have visited our schools to observe and discuss our 
program over the past four years. 

2. It has made it possible to provide training for classroom teachers 
in identification of, and curriculum development for, gifted children. 
This training was shared with other schools. 

3. Assisted in developing identification process for Native American 
students and securing non-culturally biased testing for our student=. 

4. Training in methods that have not only benefited gifted but tr.e 
e~tire student population. 

5. Provided seed monev that helped 
classroom to workshops, ~entors, field 

extend our 
trips, etc. 

program bevond th e 

6. Provided seed money for the development of a thinking skills 
curriculum that has been shared with other schools. 

7. ~ade it possible for us to develop our building facilitator Model 
and to extend our program across grades 1- 12. 

8. Made it possible for us to have excellent resources through Nancv 
Lukenbill at OPI. 

To loose this support would mean going backward in 
would be a message to one large segment of our student 
their needs are not as important as others. To keep 
an affirmation to these students that we value their 
education. 

Thank vou for every consideration. 

Sincerely, 
. I . 

J ....... ./ ~'... _ ~ \,. ! '0 J " 

Doris Hastings, Curriculum Coordinator 
Hardin School District 
Chr. AGATE State Education Committee 

DH/dlc 

education. It 
population that 
this support is 
riQ'!-ts to eQual 

I--z.... 
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GIFTED/TALENTED PROGRAM DESIGN 

School District #17H and 1 

Gifted/Talented Philosophy Statement 

The Hardin School District1s philosophy states that "the Board of 

Trustees recognizes that the first priority of the schools must be to 

provide for the intellectual and creative growth of all students". 

The school, in coo~eratio~ with the hone, church, and other agencies 

of the co~~nity, ~ 11 seek to provide opportunities for individuals to 

develop abil ities to think and function to their fullest potential and to 

become self-directed learners. It is the purpose of the gifted and talented ~ 

program to facil itate differentiated learning opportunities to meet the 

~n:que needs of gifted a~d talented students. 

Re~ognizing the value of self-concept to a student's total growth, as 

well as to his/her becoming an independent learner,the program will pro­

mote growth in social and creative abilities as well as intellectual. 



Gifted and Talented Definition 

Gifted a~d Tale~ted students shall be ~e&inEG as thos~ st~de~ts 

.. ~ consisttrltly e)(cel or s,",ow potential to ucel sjgnifjcar"l~ly above 

average in Such endeavors as ge,eral intellectual ability a~d/er creative 

ability to the extent that they need and can ~enefit from differentiated 

education progra~s and/or services not offered by the regular curriculum. 

A thi rd i",portant COl"1por,ent of giftedness is task cOrT'lr.'litnent. 

The specific areas included in this deftnition may be further 

defir:ed as: 

,. Ce-!"al :nel1ectual a:i1ity: refers to t~,cse studer,!s who 

~ave hiSh acaee!""·ic a,r.:ewenent or potential in several fields 

of study. 

2. Creattve ability: refers to those students who possess 

(1) E)(ceptional creative and productIve t~inking skills, and/or 

(2) £x:e~t;onal talerlts in visual and perforr'"lng arts. 

3. "=5:': Co'T~ ~-.e: t: refe rs to the ab iIi ty to !:.ecC>'ie toa 11 y 

involved in a proble~ or area for an extended period of ti~. 

[xtended research sho~s that ,reative/productlve perso~s are far 

ncre task oriented and involved in their work (beth in a~d o~t of 

abcve 
a"era~e 

a: i 1 i ty 



.. 

GIFTED AND TALENTED GOALS 

1. To identify those children who are 9ifted and/or talented in the 
areas of intellectual and creative ability. 

2. To develop an awareness of needs of the gifted and talented children 
with educators, parents and the coornunity members. 

3. To provide appropriate learning opportunities that will allow gifted 
and talented children to becOlTle independent and self-directed learners 
who, through their task committment, develop their abilities in areas 
of intellectual achievement, creative thinking processes and/or fine 
arts and leadership. 

4. To encourage the gifted and talented student to develop a pos;tive 
self-concept and the abil ity to relate to others. 

5. To facil itate the involvement of the parents and community as a 
resource to the gifted/talented program. 

6. To provide management that will guide the operation of the program 
through sound planning, coordination, and evaluation. 

PROG~ TIME LINE 

Gr. Spring 52 82/63 83/Blt 84/85 85/B6 86/87 

K 10 10 10 . 10 

1 1O , CC cc cc CC 

2 10 ICC CC CC CC 

3 10 10 ICC CC CC CC 

4 Pilotin~ CC CC C'C CC 

5 10? ICC CC CC CC 

6 107 ICt? ICC CC cc 

7 Il? IL? IL IL 

8 ro? 10/ I L 7 IL? I L 

9 KEV; IL7 

'0 10 r ~e!'l t i i Cit ion 
,II' 

11 ICC - CC 11'1\;: 1 e~!'Itit ion CluJ r ()OI"I C' u st ~r "', 
W 

I 

J 
I, g .. 

i'·~····· F 
; 

I 

i 

12 IL 'ndepe dent Learn. l-
I 

"Inn'ng. trlinin~. Ind pro;rlM deve1o~nt .n~ eV0 1,"'icn ~ill con'inuJ 
through thii flyt ye.r period. 
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January 21, 1987 

Educational and Cultural Sub-Committee 
State Capitol 
Helena, Montana 59620 

Dear Senators and Representatives, 

I grew up in Harlem, Montana, near the Fort Belknap Reservation. There was an Incian 
boy who was one of the top math students in my class. When he was a junior he quit 
school. The next I heard of him was when he died an alcohol ic in his 20's. 

There are 25 Indian students in the gifted program at Crow Agency Publ ic SchoQl. We 
are trying to help them to acquire the skills, the self-confidence, and the positive 
self-image that they will need in order to become the adults they are capable of becoming. 
Theirs is an environment of poverty and unemployment, neither of which tends to en­
courage academic achievement or feel ings of self-worth. Some of these children wil I 
one day be the leaders of their people. Some are capable of becoming doctors, lawyers, 
scientists, and artists. They need the types of educational and social experiences 
which the gifted program is providing, so that they can develop the skills and self­
confidence that will make them positive role models for the children of the future. 

The students are becoming independent learners, critical and creative thinkers and 
problem solvers. Through participation in after-school workshops on an equal basis 
with white children f.rom Hardin they are gaining the self-confidence which they need 
to succeed in school and in life. 

Through the financial assistance of state Gifted/Talented grants and the support and 
guidance of our state G/T special ist, Nancy Lukenbill, teachers at Crow School have 
received the necessary training and materials to properly teach their gifted students. 

t Our program, as it is based in the regular classroom, has a strong impact on all 
students at Crow School. All students have opportunities to hear special speaKers 
and to participate in activities deal ing with thinking skills. Moreover, as the 
teachers have beco~e better teachers of the gifted, they have become better teachers 
of students of all abilities. 

We have gained much k~owledge about working with gifted Native American children--
from the children themselves, from parents and adult leaders, and from other educators. 
We have shared this knowledge with teachers and administrators from throughout the 
country--Washington, Arizona, Wisconsin, and other areas. We have shared this 
knowledge with a number of Montana educators, through presentations at the Montana 
Indian Education Association Conference, the Montana conference on gifted educati~n, 
and through contact with educators from individual school districts. For instance, I 
have been working this year with a group from Fort Belknap. 

We have accampl ished much, but there is sti 11 much to co. In conclusion, I'd 1 ike 
to stress that we could not have done any of this without state financial assistance 
and leadership. Not only the gifted children but all children in Montana deserve 
and need the continued benefits of state leadership-ind funding of Gifted and Talented 
Educa t ion. 

Sincerely, . 
X tt,~ ~ tt;I./\cl-,j{"\A­

Karen Davidson 
Gifted and Talented Coordinator 
Hardin School Districts 

, Hardin, Montana 59034 
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oy Kar~n ~aviason 

T' , ,ie t ~ r:-1 I 'Ta I .:; n t P:}J I' I refers to a grG_~ of s:_:ei:S ~~o have cer:a;n 

ty::es or educational needs. Tne fo'arcin Scnocl District's philoso~r,'J states 

t'",at "the Soad of Trustees reccgnizes th3t c"'e "'irst ~riority of tr,~ schoel:s 

It is the responsi:ility of t~e scn:cols to try to reet :-,e individwal educa­

tional needs of each student witr-in the district. 

So that ~ou r ;~: better u~der5t3nd the i2cessity of providing certain 

t y ;; e s 0 f c h a lIe" 9 e s for Tal e r: t Pee 1 s L. .j e n t s, i f"1 a ~ ; net h e f ell Oltl ; n g 3 i twa t ion . 

You are the parent of three children (for convenience weill say that theylre 

all daughters). 

Your oldest child has a learning disabil ity. She has been provided 

aoprooriate types of learning opportunities since she was in kindergarten. 

S~e is now fourteen years old and is contin~ing to learn the skills and 

cJ:ing techniaues whic~ wil I enable her to lead an ;~de~endert, p~cduct;ve 

I ife. She enthusiastically enjoys school and is proud of her acco~pl ishf"1ents. 

The school is meeting its resconsibil ity of providiig for her intellectual 

and creative growth. Her special needs are being met. 

Your youngest child, who is ten, also enjoys school. Her achiev~~ent 

test scores show her to be aporoxi'T1ately at grade level in all o"'eas. 

A: ti~es, assigrmen!s are difficult for her, but s~e seems to enjoy :he 

challenge. She has lear~ed goed stu~: habits and ge~erally recei~es B's 

and C's on her recort card. The reg~;ar school curriculum ~eets her special 

needs, and thus the school is providing for her intellectual and creative 

growth. 

Your middle child, who is now twelve, is not doing so well in school. 

You remember when she entered first grade she was so excited about learning 

that she could barely contain her enth~siasm ~hen s~e talked about school. 

By the time she was in second grade she was re2ding at the sixth grade 

level. Gradually, over the years, her enthusiasm for school has faded. 

Now, in seventh graoe, she hates school, and nany ~ornings it is nearly 

i"'possiole to force her to atte~d. 'y)'J "no.; tnat s':e is bored a'",: fr..lstrated 

because most of what is being ta..lght in her class she already ~no~s. When 

an unfamiliar conceDt or skill is introd,-,ced 5'" at first s~ows interest; 

she has ~astered the concept or skil I she un~~rstan~ably calks. ~hen 



you disCLSS th:s pr-oble01 with her teach,-,rs they say, "S.,e's srcart. SI-,-:: 

car: r-:ake i: on her Wh'r,." YOJ knoltJ that she is not rnaki:-"g it on her Ol'.n. 

She hates school, aGd her grades have dropped. She is not beirg c~al ler~ed. 

and she often refuses t~ cOM,p;ete assign~ents which she feels are a wast~ 

of time. The school is not reeting her special needs. 

Thr~~gh imple~entaticn of soecial progra~s for such students, ut:l izing 

the Talent Pocl conce~t, we are beginning to meet the educational needs of 

such students. They re~uire intellectual and creative challenges which will 

stimulate their minds and produce growth and learning, ~ do ~ children. 

Without these challenges, some of our children might be allowed and even 

encouraged to waste their years In school and to not fully develop their 

abilities. It is the school's resoonsibility to provide for the needs of 

all students, and the neeCs of this particular minority have long been 

ignored. 
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J t:·? f1 (', 1 'f (:::! ," t··.".[ E' c:: Z. '/ c: 
in Helena. I'm i.n 

I 
t:hf..=! 

on athletIcs every year 

talented each year for the past two years. 

~ .. 'h 1.ch 
i .", ~:::. t 

ThE'i"i~ ,.,,-,::., abol...!t l~:;O~O()U stl..l.d~2nt= 

means bl cents is spent per student 
t.:~\'o ·/F:a.·'··'S fur" thE~ q'lfted p.,.oqr-E,m. 

;;;1 in i (l tl"',;:,; fi~" ... ',- th 
9 1. ft(:::,d Pi"OC1f·3fri. 

qiftE··d 

in the public schools. 
for each one of the 

I plav soccer and 
:::).'.1 .. if! T (:':;"::' ,f! , '::' ,-,d I ::, till 

basketball, and I =wim on the Helena Linns 
d () .,.,'~; 1...' " ", d ,.,~ I ":. t ,", , -, d I, e:, ~.I :s po'," t <;:. C 0 U 1 d 

1..: 1. fn~:? ~," ,'i' 0,.. ,:::.:, './ ,:'i J ' ... 1 i::\ b j 'C·l t c< '::: i·.:\..I.d\~; (', t I,S f.:1···, ,,:,\ ri J E·',," ," ,-, i nq • 

I"he 

Helena. Project Prom1.se p,'ovldes the extra 
hids need" Some people have a gift that vou 
yell..!. ;:-;L,t 1':l-'<e qi.f+.:t::,cj p(·clqr·",uTl. th ,,::' 1'1 1.:h'_'it vlclu.ld 

Now I be~tpr qo back to school. 

Th.3.nk /'';-:11..\ for J.(:?+;tinc~ mE, ·-:;:Pf:".~'Ik. 

t<::,lerlted 
chc\ 1. l.E·:nqE? 
::;1''',0'..11 dr-,:' t 

c: h i~"-'q(·,~ the 

p r- c:, q r- .::;1 if: 1. ,", 

t: hat; s:· (', IT' ".:, 

~'.'''' st.:;.;~ • If 
f 1...1 t; t !. (. ,:"f " 



HONORS PROGRAM 

A.ERICA HENRY 

B.FRESHMAN AT HELENA HIGH SCHOOL 

C.3 HONORS CLASSES 

D.REASONS TO SUPPORT: 

1. GREAT DIFFERENCE IN ABILITY 

2. SLOWER STUDENTS CAN'T COMPETE 

3. HARD TO GET INTO GOOD COLLEGES 

4. BETTER STUDENTS LOSE INTEREST W/O CHALLENGE 

5. TYPES OF CLASSES TO SUIT ALL NEEDS 
~ 

6. CLASSES FOR_ E:£AND. I CAPPED _STUDE~TS THEN PROy,~ DE FOR ~G I FTED. .'_ 
i>lo-C~C' ~-_\ \,--~d, sck_'C)..._L~--;:I( i) \) \vC") ~ ,_ 0-.1\ \.CC~~ 

7. TOUGH JOB'MARKE'1 AND HARD IF LITTLE TRA-INING FOR A13 L --.J\; 
CLOSING STATEMENT: HOW DO YOU EXPECT STUDENTS TO GET JOBS IF THEY ARE 

NOT TRAINED TO THE BEST OF THEIR ABILITIES? 

)7 
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I'LLCOOPIR 
Superln'-"den' 
KEN 1ID111IUS 

Mat. SupednllllClent . 
.;., 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO.5 
PHONE 755-5015· 2~ 1ST AVE. EAST· KALISPELL, MONTANA 59901 

January 19, 1987. 

De a r Interested Montanans: . 

1 speak as a primary level "Gifted & Talented" teach­
er and facilitator, as well as the mother of a gifted 
16 year old. 

trom my experience with gifted learners, I know that. 
the support and resources provided through a strong .,.' 
"GT"'program expands teacher's skills as well as all 
students achievments, gifted or not, because teachers 
aim their goals to meet the needs of the top minds in 
their classrooms. 

What 'more could we ask for Montana's greatest resource, 
its youth. 

He all know the necessity of budgeting and cutting ex­
penses, but not at the sacrifice of our most important 
assets. 

'~ I.can think of no part of our educ~tional process which 
'could be considered more important ethan meeting the 

needs and challenges of Montana~s briqhtest minds. 

~p~ 
Patricia J. Ormiston 

'- School District '115 
1986 Teacher Of The Vear 

TOM TRUMBULL 
BUllna. Manager 

GARJ ROSE 
Admlnlll1Jl1va A .. 1. 



:Je a..r :: irs, 

I 2 .. ::1 ;"Ti ting in regards to r:ontma's funding 0: the :;ifted :md 

Talented progra.'Tls in our schools. Before you deny :;;n::1in; for :hese 

progra"lS, I hope Y:)U \\ill con;:-ider rrhat c; vitd part of e::lucaticm the:.' 

fIe for many stuients. Ey da'.lghter has been tested as an extr8:7',ely gi:~tea.. 

student. Your first reaction might be that we are all very fortunate, ~~d 

that she has very little trouble in school. However, we r.ave experienced 

so ffi5l1Y problems, that hai it not been for our local ·'}ifted. 2Ild. Talent:::. 

program my daughter woula.. be in serious trouble tod~y. 

She found schoohork b::lring-, =..nd had great difficulty relating to 

her peer group. This was very dalT;aging to her, especially err;otionally. 

Thank heavens He hai a competant GT staff that steEed. in and. found 

challenging pro;ra~s for her. They also provided co~~seling to help her 

cope Hith being "d.ifferent". 

Because of our CT progra'1l she has blossor.ed into a bright a.nd eager 

student. Last yec:::r when she Ha.S accelerated 2. graie our ::;r directors 

\\ere right there to zuide her through the trar,3ition an':! provide much 

needed support. Ey daughter has especially benefited fro:7. the a.dul t 

mentors riho were scheduled for her through our GTX special program. 

She gained so much knowledge and self-esteem from these wonderful people. 

GT has also provided her with classes at our local college and. she Hill 

continue with those this year. As a direct result of this progra.'1l, I see 

a future of unlimited possibilities for my daughter. 

rllY daughter, and the hundreds like her across t:ontana., are our 

state's brightest hope for the future. ',';e must invest in these child.ren 

today so that they can make Hontana a great state to live in tomorrow. 

This surely must be considered a resource which is well worth funding. 

Respectfully yours, 

-1~'~Vl'-k~ 
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ABACUS BUSINESS SERVICES 
e6 SUSSEX DRIVE 

KALISPell. MONTANA 59901 
(406) 752-6706 

T("): A}.'proprL-d.1onr; .1"illt. ft:dllc,=\Uon 
Committf"~ 
l 10. 1 P. n a. t1 ~ .. 

ti'rc,m: ,T 0 AlIrl~ t1(' i l;:"t 1m 
720 11th Av~. W~st 
Ka li spa! 1. t1t _ 

Dear Legi3lCltor. 

I ;'10uld Lik.~ t.u expr~:;::; my t'E-elinp,s on tll~ G T pl'o~r(lm her,... 

j~pell for rUllt" :;."(::'"11'5_ r am a partner in a Kalispf!ll buniner-;s. 

My lG year old daughLAr was involvnrl in the G T pro~ram for 

grades and OfH'l of hel' -tcr.tchnn' noticed :1 special aptitude in the 

area of wri t,j n~~. Subsequen Lly I she was chason to ntt-E'nd some G T 

ciar-;ses offered at Flathead Val1~y Community College. These 

classes put some direction in her life and she has decided to 

direct her studies toward thA writing field in college. 

I f she hC\d not rlt. t.endod the G T cl.:lsses I I dc)n I t know if she 

would hnve hnen in t.nne with hf\r abilitie5_ She \-1."'1:'; also ::elected 

t.o attend a Gnrman cntnp wi. t.h ~ p;:\J·t.i;~l .:=:('h,-,] ar.slli P. thr0ug-h thi3 

program. I feel WA n~Ad to keep these pr0~ram5 available for our 

children, so they may seek out their talents and have an oppor-

tllni.t.y t.o P-xplnrA ,,,\ cho5~n ct~~d0m; c ende::\VOl·. 



P.O. ~()"( 5~51 

K911~npll. (~ 5~~03 
J~~u~rv 20, lGP? 

I A~ ~ Y~qr1~Qt~"~ of t~o n~'J~~~n tr tho "~1'sral1 ~o~~cl Sv~to~. R~th 

"'''!V'' he~!'1. 111 t"'p G.T. Prozr"'" fnr sev"''''01 vp~r~. Dll~'.r'" t-\o:p tt·;':) yr:\r~ 
I l-'\pve b~e!" b""'e I h"\v~ c~puffe~e'''l +:1"'1""1 to Vq~10'~~ (;.'1:'. ~'<"1~~p~.",~d. \tI 
lQ p 5 I tcok 'llV qr"!"'~'lquQ'l-Ite1" t;"" Cq~rC')11 C011 ...... p 111 :~f'le..,A f'("l~ ~ full 
W~~~ of G.T. ~ot~v1t'=~. ~h11f' t-~o~~ I ~tt~r1e1 t"'p ~p~tt~~s for D~,..E'..,tS 
!:is mv ::l~1]C'hter ne'll ~ !"lot ho th~~~. 

For over for1':', Vl"'<"~~ I n9.vP hoe!! in pdllc"l+:t n r -- ~~1':l-'\!='r !!:!s !3 ~t1]je,..,t 

c'!' q~'1 t:",qche"'. """''''''~fo~e, I fpel nhle +:0 eV'1111,::.~e e~~lCAt.1n!l8.1 stt-
']~tt Ol"lS. \on-'en I "",ovpa. out- l,e"'e f,..r""" t"'e "''1Rt two ve"lr~ 9C":O I thOllcrht: that 
t:h .. 1']1l!'11\tv of Pr1~lc",ticn l'i"r.+: ",0 h'1Tt'",~':'r1 ,f i~ T':f-"'~ fn"i~pd qcr.o~r:nn?' 

t.o tho n""r'11qt'c:Y1. I l,ovo ,.,~!?.., vr.,.." h""orv to l"'c,"'n th~t t:l-'\e ODpos1t~ is 
t~11e -- ~t 1e~Rt hF'~~ 'n T(">ncoc!"l}' I feel ,t ,~ c:u:;e~tor to trase in 

" "mcr. 'J1ore DODlllclJ.s ~reqs. 

I f I fee 1 t h 1 s .. ~ '!l V !3 bo u t t: he cy ~ n p r 81 e ~ 11 (' "! t ~ C' n Dr 0 ~ r 91' her e, you C 8 n 
i't'lrcine nOlA! I fp.e1 ?~01J~ th" """'lte"'~~1 r.~e~e..,ter1 t'J t\-t(")~ ... stlld~l'!ts "'e c'3.11 
"~iftej an~ t;81 ... ..,~ect". 

P 1 "! '3 S e ::l 0 v 0 U r 11 t 11 cst toe (} n tin Il e t '" 1.::; Tt; C r 1. ~ r f 111 c l-'\ :; 11 e r: ;:0: e t. 0 t Y; 0 s e 
youn :,. DeoDIe w"'''"' i'TUl he the lp~dp",~ in OV,.. cO''''1'''1lln1t-le~ 1n ::! very fe",' 
yegrs. 

Sirc~"'elY vour!';, 

, 
ldu. ---rf.. (,,) +-e..~_~ ~~"- .. '../ 



Dear Legislator, 

I think that the G/T program is important to the schools 
of Montana. You should continue funding the G/T program. 
I think sometimes school is boring and that G/T keeps me 
interested in learning new things. Some of the things 
that I have learned in G/T are: Logic, Math and Art. 

I'm in 3rd grade at Edgerton school Kalispell Mt. 

Yours truly, 

Jay Cummings 

p~ S. I t'YfJt!-d th'5 ) etfLr rPl1 m!:J m~I'J')'5 
(om pJ17:t-r ... 

\ , 
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945 F1rst Ave. East 
K911epell, I1T 59901 
Jqnuary 20, 1987 

I would l1kp to ~~ll you what thp G. T. Pro~r3m mpqns to ~e. I have 
bee" 1n the P1"'Ocr"'IU!'l f1 ve years and it has tau~ht I!le a lot. 

Some of the thtn~~ I h~ve enjoyed ~eve been tr.p colleg~ courses, my 
enrich!Ilent clqss tn9.t I take in school, 1e~n"n1n,,-, a.bout computers, and 
the many after-school activities such as art, science, and career-idea 
courses. 

I hope that vou will e~ree with me t~at it has been v~ry educational 
and that you will not let the pro~ram be stopped. 

S1ncerely, 

jcyva£ j~ 
Sarah Smith 
Grade 7 
Linrierman School 
Kaltspell, MT 

\ . 



January 23, 1987 

Dear Legislative Appropriations Education Sub-Committee: 

I am the mother of a gifted child. While my son has been in the program less than a year, 

I can not begin to tell you the doors that have opened. This program is as necessary for 

gifted children as programs are for the learning disabled. Gifted and Talented has not 

only provided an outlet for these bright, creative and "eager to learn" children, but also 

given the parents an understanding of their children and the special needs they have. To 

cut funding for the program or the program itself would be a great injustice. Children with­

out the challenge that Gifted and Talented offers for their enthusiasm and learning abilities 

would suffer greatly. 

Please don't close the doors on these children. Vote to sustain the funding that Gifted and 

Talented currently has. 



, : I or ...... 
/ . 

January 23, 1987 

To: Appropriations Committee 
From: Rian Meguire 

eighth grade PACE student 
North Jr. High School 
CreaL FiJI Ls, MT 

Re: Possible loss of gifted education funds/coordinator 

Dear Sirs, 

The Montana Constitution says that I am entitled to a quality 
education based on my abilities. Thus far, this has occurred. 
However, r feel it is likely to be jeopordized if this funding is 
not continlled. [ would like to think that the skills listed below 
iJre covered in the regular classrooms but, I know that they are 
not stressed. For me, quali.ty education js incompLete without 
emphasis ill these areas: 

leadership 
public speaking 

critical thinking 

creativity 
time management 

processing skills 

problem solving 
goal setting 
brainstorming 

Grants (lre heing i1pplled for and funded wi.th lhis money to devel­
op educational programs to meet the /I('eds l)f gi Ited students • . it 
is because of such a grant that I have the contldence to speak my 
views regarding this issue. 

r urge you to support this funding and its coordinator because 
without this enrichment, school would be just another jub. r think 
r deserve to reach my full potential and a regular classroom ed­
ucation isn't going to get me there. I speak for many other 
bright students who will become Montana's future leaders. 

1 

Sincerely, 

M1 /!t;jvt~ 
Rian Met;uire 
86 Elk Dr. 
Great Falls, ~r. 59404 
761-6407 



MY PROPOSAL FOR THE GIFTED AND TALENTED PROGRAM: 

I 

J 
MISTER CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE:MY NAME IS JOSELYN WILKINSON AND I AM I 
REPRESENTING HELENA HIGH SCHOOL. THIS STATEMENT WILL BE BRIEF AND TO THE POINT,BUT EVE 

IF IT WAS NOT,I COULD NOT TELL YOU HOW MUCH I HAVE BENEFITTED FROM THE PROGRAM.IT HAS 

GIVEN ME THE ABILITY TO REALIZE WHO 1."' AM,NOT TO BE ASHAMED OF IT,AND TO RECOGNIZE WHI 
I CAN BECOME.BECAUSE OF WHAT THEY HAVE TAUGHT ME,I AM BETTER ABLE TO STRIVE FOR 

EXCELLENCE IN EVERYTHING I DO. I HAVE ALSO RAISED·' GOALS AND I AM BETTER ABLE TO I 
REACH THEM.I HAVE BEEN WITH THE GIFTED AND HONORS PROGRAMS FROM THE VERY 

BEGINNING OF MY EDUC~TION AND I KNOW HOW MUCH THEY HAVE HELPED ME TO GROW. 

WHEN COOPERATIONS SET UP BUSINESSES IN AN AREA THEY LOOK TO COLLEGES FOR 

WELL-EDUCATED STUDENTS AND WHEN THERE ARE NOT'.;, MANY THAT FILL THE REQUIRMENTS1 THE 

COLLEGES INTURN BLAME THE HIGH SCHOOLS FOR NOT PROVIDING A REQUIRED EDUCATION 

WHICH INCLUDES EXTRA SKILLS FOR EACH STUDENTS'DEVELOPMENT AND THE HIGHSCHOOLS THEN 

BLAME THE JUNIOR HIGH AND ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS FOR NOT FULLING THE GIFTED STUDENT'S I 
NEEDS.IT IS A VICIOUS CIRCLE AND THE STUDENTS ARE THE ONES THAT ARE THE VICTIMS OF OUR 

SHORTSIGHTEDNESS.WE CANNOT EXPECT SCHOOLS TO TURN OUT COMPETENT AND HIGHLY SKILLED II 
INDIVIDUAL3 IF WE CONSTANTELY MAKE CUTS IN. THEIR CREATIVE EDUCATION.~RANKLY, 

WE ARE SHOOTING OURSELVES IN THE FOOT. J 
AT PRESENT,I AM ENROLLED IN THREE HONORS COURSES BY CHOICE.I HAVE NEVER SHRUNK -. 

FROM A CHALLENGE,AND I CAN ONLY HOPE THAT FUTURE GENERATIONS AND THOSE IN THE EARLlI 

YE~RS OF THEIR EDUCATIONS,WILL NEVER HAVE TO LACK THE COURAGE OR THE OPPORTUNI'IY. :. 

~0 RECOGNIZE THEIR OWN POTENTIAL AND CHALLENGE THEMSELVES. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME 



WITNESS STATEMENT 

J ' 
NAME C)~ mCLuahc~A'V 
ADDRESS /51& .bw~~~rlt! ~ 
WHOM DO YOU REPRESENT? --I:f1g rl£e ~ ~hW{ 
SUPPORT ~___________ OPPOSE _____________ _ AMEND 

PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WITH SECRETARY. 

Comments: I am very concerned about Gifted and Talented Funding 

not only because of its ability to motivate children to learn 

positively, but also because of its implications on the high school 

honors and Advanced Placement programs. LThiS Funding program only 

costs the state $6 per child, which is cheaper than having to provide 

college funds to kids who weren't smart enough to receive scholarships, 

~ after Project Promise, Advanced Placement, and honors classes were cut 

from the bUdget) Project Promise develops problem-solving skills and 

teaches kids to have an open mind to new ideas which many older people 

do not even have. The high school honors programs then develop the 

writing skills, more problem-solving skills, and also critical thinkin~ 

that prepares kids for college. These skills are so badly needed in 

high school kids now and if the Gifted and Talented Funding 1s cut now 

for grade school children, then it is just a matter of time before the 

high school programs are cut as well. At a time when we are trying to 

upgrade our educational programs throughout the nation, Montana will be 

fostering a state of mediocrity. If the school districts see the state 

cut its funding for these programs, then they will think that these 

programs are not as important, and so cutting them on a local level 

will be an easy way to save money. This is very important to me 

because I am a high school student who has received the benefits of the 



honors and AP classes and I know how worthwhile they are. The regular 

classes have no real motivation to get good grades because they don't 

have the open minds and the developmental skills Project Promise gives 

kids. There is such a great difference between my honors classes and 

my regular classes in the intelligence and attitude that I know cutting 

the budget for honors will only bring about more indifference and 

mediocrity in the Montana schools. 



To The Legislative Appropriations Committee: 

P. o. Box 212 
White Sulphur Springs, Mr 59645 
January 23, 1987 

This letter is in regard to legislative cutting of gifted and talented educa­
tion funding. 

In the White Sulphur Springs Elementary School our gifted program has been 
in operation for three years. Our program is based upon the Joseph Renzulli 
Triad Model as are many others throughout the state. Through the use of this 
model in our gifted program, we have reached a higher level of education. 

Our gifted program enhances the interests of all students in our school. 
Many presentations are brought into the school to expose students to new 
and exciting areas, otherwise not experienced. Students also work in special 
groups to develop individual interests during which advance research skills 
are taught. Throughout the program, critical thinking skills are stressed. 
Beyond this aspect of our program, students with high levels of creativ­
ity, intelligence and special talents are reached at an even deeper level. 
In our school, 47 students are given advanced services in which we strive 
to help them reach their highest potential creatively, intellectually and 
in their special talent areas. This advance research for these students 
could not be possible for the regular classroom teacher to prepare for, 
or teach in regard to money, time and materials. Schools have an obligation 
to aid all students toward reaching their highest potential. Without a 

~ gifted program and legislative funding we would be unable to achieve this 
obligation. The true recipient of harm of withdrawal of funds would be 
the s tuden t. 

Not only has this program aided our students, it also has been of great 
value to the teachers in our school. Teachers now have materials and train­
ing to help students of all levels pursue interest areas. Critical thinking 
skills are now taught in a unified manner and through pullout of the gifted 
students, others who need stress placed on the basics can have more teacher 
interaction. 

Our giftedOur gifted program has enhanced our educational atmosphere for 
teachers, and students (especially advanced students) and has obtained 
much support from our community. Without legislative funding, all of this 
would not be possible in terms of money, materials and time. Through the 
cutting of these funds we would be taking a step backward in Montana's 
education. Gifted education is a tool by which Montana students have the 
opportunity to reach their highest potential. Will you be the ones to 
remove this opportunity? 

Thank you for your time and consideration of this letter. 

Sincerely,. 
~}) ].0ch. 
(Mrs.) Teri Welch 
Elementary Teacher 



gfbs GREAT FALLS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
--~~--~-....... 

Skyline Center·Special Education 
3300 Third Street N.E. 
Great Falls, Montana 59404 
(406) 791·2270 

Statement of Gal1 Cleveland, Coord1n~tor of Gtfted Education Greet Fells on 
behalf of fund1ng for gifted and talented educatton. I support the leyel of 
funding recommended by the Office of Publlc Instruction. 

Greet Falls received a grant from the Office of Public Instruction for the 
1986-87 school yeer which enabled us to provide inservice training to 60 
kindergarten through third grede teachers on how to identify and program 
for gifted students in their classrooms. There ere currently no training 
programs 1n Montana's colleges and un1yersity wh1ch train teechers tn the 
area of gifted education. Consequently, 1nserv1ce 1s the only option we heye 
avai1eble to treln our teachers. These inservices in tum, keep our students 
competitive with those from other stotes. Mrs. Lukenbill's office octs os 0 
central cleering-house of information end is evaf1eble to consult with 
school districts, particularly those. districts not haying resources for 
specially trained persons in gifted education. We have used this service on 
numerous occasi ons. 

Past grants we have received have enabled us to expand our program to 
serve 200 more students end olso to provide for community integration of 
our gifted progrnm. Our district hns continued to fund these progrnms nt Cl 

10celleve1. 

Great Fells currently provides a progrem for students in grades 4 through 8. 
Eyery year we continue to have more requests for services than we are able 
to proy1de. ConUnued fund1ng end support is essent1al for dlstncts 
throughout Montana to maintain thetr programs. Not only should the leyel of 
funding be maintained but I believe it should be increased substantially. 

____ -==~.J ad 
FORM 237 REV. 84 ARTCRAFT PRINTERS 1985 



TCJ: 

Re: 

Date: 

Mcnt~n~ St~t~ L~ai~l~tw~~ 
hppropriotlons-Joint Educotion Sub-Commltt~e 

Gifted and Talented Education A~~roprlatlons 

January 23. }987 

~i:i name is Gayle \'idal. I o:n the Gifted and Talented Enrichment Program 

Facil j tator for l:alispell School Distr ict #5. I am here to speak 1n 

fa~or of maintaining the existing state funding appropriation for gifted 

and talented education. 

The funds the legislature has appropriated since 1981 have helpe~ our 

district make signIficant gains in plannIng for our able students. 

In 1981-82, after being funded to study ways to better identify and 

serve gifted'handicapped students, we now we are able to more accurately 

fInd and serve a wider variety of talented youngsters. 

In 1983-84, after USIng these funds to involve elementary students In 

reviewing and evaluating computer software, we are developing a scope 

and sequence of computer instruction for al I students In our elerrlentary 

classrooms. 

In 1984-85 these funds helped us study ways to better serve extremely 

gifted students. We have used what we learned to make a number of 

changes in our program. 

First, we have developed a mentorship program which extensively Involves 

communIty leaders in working, as volunteers, individually with s~udents. 

'1 



Second, our district has signed a formal agreement with Flathead Valley 

Comm~nity College whiCh encourages highly able elementary students to 

enroll In college courses and to attend special events at FVCC. 

Third, we have Involved 5 teams of students in the Montana State Future 

Problem Solving Program because we reall:ed that some students needed 

more opportunities to learn and to practice crltlcal thinking skll Is. 

Finally, after becom:ng painfully aware that highly gifted students need 

more guidance and support services to help them better direct and use 

their abi lities, our counselors have developed Leadership Skil Is classes 

in three of our elementary school and are meeting indlvld~ally WIth 

other gifted students. 

The appropriations for gifted and talented education have been extremely 

useful in helping local dlstricts make their school and corrmunlty 

programs more responsive to the specific educational needs of not only 

gifted students, but aJ I students. Every student has :ndlvldual needS, 

and as we learn better how to plan for gifted stUdents' speclflc needs, 

we are, in fact, also learning more aoout how to plan for the speclal 

needs of aJ J students. 

Thank you for your time and attention. 
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WITNESS STATEMENT 

Talente~ ..• 
Gifted 
Funding 

NO. I NAME Steve Armstrong BILL 

ADDRESS P.O. Box 5711 Helena, MT 59601 DATE 23 Jan '87 

WHOM DO YOU REPRESENT? Helena School District 
~~~~~----~~~~---------------------------

SUPPORT xxx OPPOSE AMEND --------------------- ----------------
PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WITH SECRETARY. 

Corrunents: 

Talented and gifted programs provide an ideal opportunity for the 
very best and brightest that Montana has to offer. It is a given that 
the bright, exceptional, student has very special needs throughout his 
or her academic career; the talented and gifted program meets· those 
needs. 

The talented and gifted program prepares those individuals for the 
varied challenges they will meet throughout their academic career. 
In Helena, for example, T & G students enter the honors and advanced 
placement program as freshmen. Their skills are continually polishee~ 
to the point that they can earn college credit as juniors and seniors. 

These students are the best, academically and intellectually, 
that we have to offer this state. To deny their needs, special as they 
are, is yet only another example of Montana's decline to mediocrity. 
More importantly, it is a blatant example of Montana's acceptance of 
mediocrity. 

CS-34 



, 

" 

My name is Karen Richardson. I live in Somers where I am a trustee on 

the District 29, Flathead County School Board. I am here representing the 

board and speaking in favor of maintaining the present appropriations for 

gifted education. 

Our school district of 270 ANB, benefitted greatly from the grant we 

recieved to write a program for the Gifted and Talented children who are 

a part of our district. With the grant, we were able to write a program 

and to identify the children. It also provided inservlce for all of our 

teachers on meeting the needs of gifted children working in the regular 

classroan. 

Since the beginning of our program, we provide for between 15 and 20 

students each year. We feel that the program gives these students an 

added dimension to their regular curriculum, creating for them a vehicle 

for additional growth that would otherwise be undiscovered. By realizing 

their potential now, these students will help create a better tomorrow 

utilizing talents and ideas generated by gifted programs. We also feel 

very strongly that gifted programs inhance the education of all the 

children in the school and leads to excellence in education for all. 
- , 

We urge you to maintain the fundIng for gifted education and provide 

excellence in education for Montana children. 





COLSTRIP PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Rep. Dennis Nathe, Chai~man 
Sen. Judy Jacobsen 
Sen. Swede Hammond 
Rep. DennIs Ive~son 
Rep. Ray Peck 
Sen. Greg Je~geson 

Janua~y 23, 1987 

Glfted and Talented Education is of conce~n to the staff, 
students, administ~atio~. and pa~ents In School Dist~ict 
#19. As an educato~ wltn 16 and 1/2 Yea~s of experier.ce I 
favor Gifted and Talented pcogcams. -J 

Colstcip School Distcict #19 Is cuccently suppoctlng its own 
p~og~am. We did ~eceive a small g~ant when it began. 
Smalle~. less wealthy dlst~icts must cely on this bi-annual 
app~opclation to implement thei~ p~og~ams . 

.,.. CIJC"cen t n~search 1 s focused on Ef fect i ve Schoo 1 s where 1 arge 
group instruction and Maste~y Lea~ning a~e the norm. While 
these p~og~ams 3~e meeting the needs of the average and 
be I ow average st'..Ident, they do not meet the neeas of the top 

---15% of the stude:1t population. Gifted and Talents programs 
ace vital to the motivation and g~owth of these ab:e 
students. 

<.)v 

You, the ApproP~ia~vSub Committee, are able to effect the 
futuC'e-of new Gifted and Talented P~og~ams th~ough YOUC' 
actions today. By app~ovlng monies fo~ the continued 
suppoct of Gifted and Talented Programs you wil 1 be 
benefiting students needIng more than a ~egula~ school 
prog~am. I appceciate your continued interested In 
Imp~ovlng education. 

Thank you, 

iV:1ctCL If) '7fdl 
Linda D. Null 
P~lncipal 
Pine Butte Elementa~y School 
Colst~ip, HT 

DISTRIGr NO. 19 • ROSEBUD COUNTY 
-------

P.O. BOX 127. COLSTRIP. MONTANA 59323 
[406] 748-2271 
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Education Appropriations Comilli t tee 
~ontana State Legislature 

Dear JVlembers of the Appropriations Committee: 

As a classroom teacher 1 am often frustrated by the a,j,ount of 
holding back we are forcea to do with our exceptional learners. 
having such a variety 01' students vJith sucn wide- rarl.Ge of 
abilities in our classrooms often is ex~re~ely limiting to 
gifted and talented students. 

As a Chapter I teacher I see many stuaents who are IIdropping 
out" in their classrooms from frustration and lioredom with 
the limited programs. 

A Gifted and Talented program offers a chance to cha.J..lenge 
young minds. It also offers training for teachers in tne 
recognition of gifted students and teaches speclal technlques 
for keeping their interest. 

As a parent, I find that our children are often frustrated and 
bored with the "regular classroom". tbeiings sriarea oy them 
are feelings of isolation and not fitting in wlth other stuaents. ~ 
They feel out of place. 

I'm concerned about high SU~Clae rates all10ng gil ted cnilaren. 
I love my own chilo.ren and the children I teCich too much to 
see them slowed down or dropped out of our classroolHs because 
no one cares enough to fund a Gil teo. ana Talented prograra. 

Sinc~rely, tJ I" . 
~'?2(!/ Ad~~J/ 

Louise schlegelT-

/'1.../ [ L/~~ll 
lC~E.~ 
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WITNESS STATEMENT 

NAME Bnqcla:- Ilu (Cu 

ADDRESS~j(i 8tCl/i, 
BILL NO. --
DATE I/J3~~f! 

r I 

WHOM DO ~O~ REP~SENT? Helep(), !-13h (Xh()o/ 
SUPPORT ill· ~ / aktl ltd ff/rldll /fPOSE _____ AMEND __ _ 

PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WITH SECRETARY. 

Comments: 

. '-;'h~ ~eoJ, ·ks-t 05~+ -the.- 6tQh:, ,e:.{ ~{onhl-, "',Ov pccSSJ:SSes 
IS I to :PLL1/3 reDpLe, Th; cI.cvtl.Operrcnt QI1Cl ediAcahon cf 
-+hese, ~Op\e.,1 s V Ii OJ tc(' -the fi..- furc DF +hIS 61-0. tG ' 
U(ltD the CJ.tHlrl9- cf (urrJs {Cr,giPkcl Chlk:ircn J 1hc 
-Mure ICCrKs t:te~ . .'k. 

"Pr~jecJ- Prem,se". \,5 Cl 1.00(+h~0hj U ~rarn t.tJhtch 
-t,'/.. tel \.li\ 5tuoLelU-s rp}n Mol appreQAQ;ie.. ~()OuJ tedcM. 
Th~ ~~ns~q:'.J.LI) tRS of cLcfhnq. -J.H I? prcg m m does 118 f 
0roP. o..t- ttT~ gcude bCY:CO) C"-uJI,U1ICr ('hgrl le..v~L btC~ 
~\n t1()~\..GS -thrco,-tT \1 \~~l JCl){)() \ Clnd C:.olle~ G\0 ,,0e' I . 
[;)(5 ben ~ (i ClCJ.. t p.t:'O~rctm prefv(tres 6hlcLiv\ t S .Gr 
ee H1:(16- the, C)l(t / Len Cjes (ti-xa cI Of1(X .SI C t s f-h ern 
/fl~Skq In +h~hCl1c,.-s c.lQSSes CL~ H'e.Le./'CL HrS'h 
(lj JC( C(lotus other Yi)cC15 Pr'(p~u ;"1- '5 ted eni-s 
fer' CC1!egt?) ~)onc(s. ~CLu~tS f:Gif ,orIl7~~ 6hz-den t--·S 
(;;, ffK:Jr (flklf(elu.a) fJGknha!. And ,sr( 'f-I-hQ~ I/JrY-li­

())6 WQf) f? fer fhc. hope :"Iffr..;/'{)orrcv .. ) IS flu 
tl1rcun lC.{ Me, )ciJco/ k! cis iu.:icuj, 

_ ~ C:O.;f- hOt.,lJ ut(J uJL ~tGh'c~ cr2C~~·t(u:ss ~/~(l 
'!));:' ).{::; ~'''S)-'./..J-: i hw Sci bael<, f/:~' PfOiO.o1 nH'~!fu-. 
LJ h In·:ult-: r:"f tCC- vUcul (J Ix ~ <::/ i j} 1 U let rtCI7 of 
'P('~;eclprvm,se". of}(i ,~j.l /?'8h,5~/ hcnC(5 cLt<.·rse.S 
Tt'iS ,,5 c{p)ehf-lj; f.x ~u )G-theJe cJiJ5)es. arE:) " 
CC() r{n ~{)!> liZ a,V1d" va (ua tJlu.'So I tPeet( cJ Ii kJ... I)b t.A.... 

c1£/2tmSldif +he- rnm/hc:aftonJ c){ thIS prC3f'om <!..td] 
L-,~, .- -I-h~ k{, ftA . .r~, / 



WITNESS STATEMENT 

NAME Eric Dale Johnson BILL NO. 

ADDRESS 57U Diehl Drive DATE 1/23/87 

WHOM DO YOU REPRESENT? 

SUPPORT OPPOSE AMEND 

PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WITH SECRETARY. 

Comments: 

As a student vho participated in programs £or the gi£ted and 
talented be£ore high school, I £eel that the educational 
experience that I gained has helped me to succeed at the 
secondary school level. At the same time that program. £or 

• intelligent kids encourage creativity and individual thinking, 
they also give students a sense o£ great accomplishment. This 
later leads them to put more e££ort into their studie.. I don't 
think I could have done as well in high school vithout the 
educational incentive that Project Promise gave me. 

Cutting this program vould damage the Honors and Advanced 
Placement programs at the high school level. These classes 
provide advanced and college-level instruction £or students vho, 
through gi£ted and talented programs, have shovn potential in 
certain areas. The death o£ motivational programs such as 
Project Promise vill set a dangerous precedent £or £uture slashes 
in Rhigher educationR in the high schools. 

Most students in Montana choose to stay here. 1£ ve want to 
keep up with the modern world, ve need to keep our students well 
educated. The students who are challenging themselves with 
honors and gi£ted and talented programs vill go on to become 
impor~ant community leaders in Montana. Cu~ting gizted and 
talented £unding is a sel£-de£eating purpose; in the long run, we 
vill pay more £or lack o£ education than it costs to maintain 
education. 

CS-34 



WITNESS STATEMENT 

NAME Matthew McCluskey 

ADDRESS 1500 Virginia Dale 

WHOM DO YOU REPRESENT? 

SUPPORT OPPOSE 

PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WITH SECRETARY. 

Comments: 

BILL NO. 

DATE 1/23/87 

AMEND 

I participated in Project Promise, a part of the Gifted & 
Talented program. With its emphasis on creativity and thinking, I 
was well prepared for the Honors Program in high school. Hot only 
did it allow me to expand my skills, but it also motivated me to 
challenge myself in education. Without this motivation, I would 
not have reached my potential. 

I think the trend toward uniformity is a discouraging one. 
It is a fact that students are different, and if their needs are 
not met - that is, if they are not challenged - mediocrity ia the 
inevitable result. I know that if it were not for Project 
Promise, my academic interests would be undeveloped and sparse. 

At a cost of under ten dollars a student, Project Promiae is 
a real bargainl 

CS-34 



" 
PROPOSAL OF STATE FUNDING FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION 

Superintendent ot Public Instruction 

1987-88 1988-89 

Gen. Appropriation $ 27,361,646 $27,361,646 
Contingency 500,000 500,000 

$ 27, 86 1 ,646 $27 , 86 1 , 646 

Governor 

Gen. Appropriation $ 27 ,361,646 $27 ,361,646 
Contingency 400,000 400,000 

$ 27,761,646 $27,761,646 

Legislative Fiscal Analyst 

Gen. Appropriation $ 27,361,646 $27,361,646 
Congingency 400,000 400,000 

$ 27,761,646 $27,761,646 

TOTAL BIENNEUM 

$ 54,723,292 
1,000,000 

$ 55,723,292 

$ 54,723,292 
800,000 

$ 55,523,292 

$ 54,723,292 
800,000 

$ 5~,523,292 



PROPOSAL OF STATE FUNDING FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION 

Superintendent ot Public Instruction 

1987-88 1988-89 

Gen. Appropriation $ 27,361,646 $27,361,646 
Contingency 500,000 500,000 

$ 27, 86 1 , 6 46 $27 , 86 1 ,646 

Governor 

Gen. Appropriation $ 27,361,646 $27 ,361,646 
Contingency 400,000 400,000 

$ 27,761,646 $27,761,646 

Legislative Fiscal Analyst 

Gen. Appropriation $ 27,361,646 
Congingency 400,000 

$27 ,361 ,646 
400,000 

$ 27,761,646 $27 ,761,646 

TOTAL BIENNEUM 

$ 54,723,292 
1,000,000 

$ 55,723,292 

$ 54,723,292 
800,000 

$ 55,523,292 

$ 54,723,292 
800,000 

$ 55,523,292 



PROPOSAL OF STATE FUNDING FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION 

Superintendent ot Publio Instruotion 

1987-88 1988-89 

Gen. Appropriation $ 27,361,646 $27,361,646 
Contingenoy 500,000 500,000 

$ 27, 86 1 ,646 $27 , 86 1 , 6 46 

Governor 

Gen. Appropriation $ 27,361,646 
Contingenoy 400,000 

$27 ,361,646 
400,000 

$ 27,761,646 $27,761,646 

Legislative Fisoal Analyst 

Gen. Appropriation $ 27,361,646 
Congingenoy 400,000 

$27 ,361 ,646 
400,000 

$ 27,761,646 $27 ,761 ,646 

TOTAL BIENNEUM 

$ 54,723,292 
1,000,000 

$ 55,723,292 

$ 54,723,292 
800,000 

$ 55,523,292 

$ 54,723,292 
800,000 

$ 55,523,292 



VISITOR'S REGISTER 

________ ~E:~.~~4~'~9~~~'~O~N~----________ SUBCOMMITTEE 

AGENCY(S) __ wQ~e_r=-______________ __ 

DEP ARTMENT C~ . ~~~~ '+ I II, 19 t..,.J .. J2 

NAME REPRESENTING 

I: \. 

1\0...' , 

\ ' 

(.~ 1 ...c (I ':, . . ... 
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January 23, 1987 

Dear Legislative Appropriations Education Sub-Committee: 

The Gifted and Talented Education Program has fulfilled and is fulfilling a BASIC need 

in my children's education. All children have special needs. These educational needs 

are different for each child. If the appropriations for the GfT Program are cut in any 

way, my children's needs will NOT be met. 

The Constitution guarantees an education for my children which will allow them to de­

velop to their full potential. Without the state's financial support of the GfT Program, 

the ability of the State of Montana's Public Schools will be inhibited in even allowing my 

children to develop to their potential. Without the funding to the GfT Program, I will 

watch my children aspiring to be average instead of developing their potential. 

Parents who choose to live in Montana, but who have options to live in other states, may 

well choose to leave Montana in order to find appropriate education for their children. 

We would see our state's most valuable resources leaving the area. I am a person with 

these options. I can not allow my children to suffer from your actions. At a minimum, 

we need to maintain the current appropriations of $200,000 for gifted education. 

I'm not asking you to increase the appropriations because I truly realize these are troubled 

times, but let's not cut these children's ability to participate in a program that simply 

meets their basic needs of a quality education. 

Sincerely, 
,/ '1) 
(~/r~J4-/ 
Phyllis Burks 
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Joint Appropriation Committee 
Montana State Legislature 
Montana State Capitol 
Helena, Montana 59601 

Dear Legislators: 

1701 Fifteenth Avenue South 
Great Falls, Montana 59405 
January 22, 1987 

It has corne to our attention that your committee is considering reducing 
the funding for gifted education programs. We feel that this is an un­
wise move on your part. 

We have a fourth grade daughter who has been accepted into the local 
gifted program, PACE. We think that this program is one of the best 
educational opportunities that our daughter will have. Now you are 
suggesting that the program not be funded and, consequently, eliminated. 

Our daughter scored six separate 99% scores on her Iowa Basics. She could 
not be adequately tested by regular educational channels. The PACE pro­
gram will give her the educational challenge she requires. 

Montana has always given education a high priority. Please do not stop 
it now. 

Respectfully yours, 

flz~~ 
~~~~j 
Eric Ellis 
Janet Ellis 
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Joint Appropriations Committee 
Helena, MI' 

Dear legislators: 

8301 Fox Farm Road 
Great Falls, MT 59404 
January 22, 1987 

As a parent of two gifted youngsters, the appropriation for gifted education 
is very important to me. Montana's state grants have provided impetus for 
new programs and to our local districts they have underlined the importance 
of educating gifted children. 

A statement from my son's second grade teacher helps to explain why gifted 
kids need special funding. "First I teach my average learners," she told me, 
"because that's where most of them are. Then I teach my slow learners. I 
never have any time left for the bright ones." 

Bright kids are people, too. They need an appropriate education -- for their 
own self-fulfillment and for the future of our state. Despite the popular 
perception, many gifted kids can't "make it on their own," as the numerous 
gifted dropouts, gifted criminals and gifted suicides in the U.S. have 
demonstrated. Please continue to include this very important funding in your 
budget plans. 

Sincerely, 

Liz Larcom 
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112e 1eth Ave. SW 
Great Falls, MT 59404 
January 21, 1ge7 

House Appropriations Committee 
Capitol Building 
Eelena, M'1' 

He: Funding for Talented and Gifted Programs 

Dear Sirs and Madams: 

We wish to voice our support for continued funding 
of the Talented and Gifted Programs in Montana schools. 
Uur leaders of tomorrow come from programs such as these, 
and young minds must be nourished at an early age to 
develop the talents needed to lead our country in the 
future. We do not feel that the needs of these children 
can be adequately met in a regular classroom atmosphere 
which must be designed to serve children at all levels 
of development. 

Please consider the importance of maintaining the 
gifted programs for the continued strength of our 
schools and our country. 

Thank you, 

d:"I .... -LJ.~-{ 
~7-/.;;~~ 
Gary W. Felstead 
Diane H. Felstead 



January 22, 1987 

House Rppropriotions Committee 
State Cepltol 
Helena, Montana 

Dear Committee Members: 

1 am opposed to the proposal to phase out the 6ifted Education 
Coordinators position from the Office of Public Instruction. 

It is difficult to belieue that the legislators who truly support quality 
education for all children would cease all services for their gifted 
children. Whether one defines our gifted population by using 
Renzuilli's 20%, Terman's 2% or anything in between, the fact remains 
that gifted children demonstrate needs that are distinctly different 
from the auerage Child. Rnd, it is our responsibility to prouide them 
with an appropriate education. 

The State Department of 6ifted Education, through the 61fted 
Education Coordinator, has worked to help the Montana school 
distriCts, both large and small, better meet the needs of its gifted 
students. I t fosters netWOrking among schools, trains teachers in 
gifted education strategies, stimulates program deuelopment and 
consults with teachers. 

Most importantly, it demonstrates that Montana and its legislators at 
least acknowledge the fact that their gifted students are as deserving 
of on appropriate education as any of their other students. 

Rs a parent, an educator, and--most of all-- a citizen who wants to be 
proud of the quality of education we prouide in Montana, 1 urge you 
NOT to take a step backward; but, instead, to continue services to 
our gIO., students by retaining the 6ifted Education Coordinators 
position in OP I. 

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~ .. ~~ 
Rllcla Duncan 
Montana Citizen 



Jonuond 22, 1987 

To: Members of the HOLJSe Appropri at i ems Commi t tee 
1987 Montana State Legislature 

Re: The Office of Public Instruction 
Posit i on of Gifted Educat ion Coordi nator 

V'le \¥ish to support the financial need for an Office of Public Instruction 
coordinotor of Gifted Educotion" and also encourage continued 1egis10tive 
support of gifted/talented programs throughout Montano. 

Nancy Lukenbill's office provides crucial inservice training to classroom 
teachers throughout the state and serves as a centra11ocation by which 
gifted and talented information is distributed. Her office is also used as a '-
r-esourc:e to school districts. 

V'/e strongly feel that gifted/talented progroms serve a vital function in 
meeting the needs of Montona's gifted/talented students in the public 
schools.: in all like1yhood these needs Vyou1d not be Ulken care of in the 
regular curriculum. 

The intricacies of directing gifted/talented programs are many and varied) 
and the di reet ion provi ded by Ms. Lukenbi 11, U"lrough her posi ti on of OP I 
coordinator" is invaluable to school districts in the stote. 

Montona's youth of today will becorne the citizens of tomorrov't. 
Gifted/talented programs and special teacher training by Ms. Lukenbill's 
office provide a means by which our children will be better prepared for a 
demanding and complex future. 

It is our sincere hope that the House Appropriations Committee will give 
+r!81r ·~·::'·-i,J:;:. 1~I)n:,i!jeoltl(lrl FJrllj po-::ltive support for the position of Office 
of Public Instruction Gifted Education Coordinator. 
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,Jonuorld 22, 1987 

To: Members of the House Appropri at ions Commit tee 
1987 Montana St.ot.e Legislat.ure 

Re: The Office of Publ i c Instruct. ion 
Posit i on of Gi fted Educat ion Coonji notor 

\",Ie wish to support the finonciel neelj for an Office of Public Instruction 
coordinator of Gifted Education, and also encourage continued legislative 
support of gifted/t.al entelj programs t~lroughout t1ontono. 

Nancy Lukenbill's office provides crucial inservice training to classroom 
teachers t~lt-oughout the state and serves as a central location by which 
gifted and talented informotion is dist.ribut.ed. Her office is 0180 used as a 
resource t.o school Ijistricts . 

...... /8 strongly feel that gifted/tolented progroms serve 0 vitol function in 
meeting the needs of MontaneJ's gifted/talented students in the public 
::;c~lo(lls; in all likelyhood these needs would not be taken care of in the 
regUlar curriculum. 

The intricacies of directing gifted/talented programs are many and varied., 
and the direction provided by t1s. ~ukenbill, through her pO:::ition of OPI 
coordinator., is invaluable to school districts in the state. 

t'1ontana's youth of todoy wi 11 become the cit i zens of tornorrow. 
Gifted/talented programs end speciel teacher tn:iining by r--1s. Lukenbill's 
offi ce pro"l1 de a means by whi ch our chi 1 dren wi 11 be better prepared f or a 
demending end complex future. -

It is our Sincere hope thot the House Appropriations Committee will give 
t.heir :~,c;-jCJ, .• ":' ;~_':';·I':'I.lf.r·:1i;,)n and po;;;itlVe support for t.he posHien of Office 
of Pub 1 i c Instruct ion Gi fted Educati on Coordi not or. 





,..\onuory 22, 1987 

To: Members of the House Appropriations Committee 
1987 Montono State Legislature 

Re: The Office of Public Instruction 
Posi t i on of Gi fted Educot ion Coordi notor 

V·le wish to support the financial need for an Office of Public Instruction 
coordinator of Gifted Education., and also encourage continued legislative 
support of gi fted/to I ented programs throughout Montona. 

Nancy Lukenbill's office provides crucial inservice training to classroom 
teachers throughout the state and serves os 0 central location by which 
gifted and talented informotion is distributed. Her office is olso used os 0 

resource to schoo I di stri cts. 

'w'e strongly feel thot gifted/to len ted programs serve 0 vital function in 
meeting the needs of Montano's gifted/talented students in the public 
schools.: in all likelyhood these needs would not be taken core of in the 
regular curr; cuI urn. 

The intricaCies of directing gifted/talented progroms are mony and voried .. 
and the direction provided by Ms. Lukenbill, through her position of OPI 
coordinator, is invaluable to school districts in the state. 

I'lantono's youth of todoy will become the citizens of tomorrow. 
Gifted/talented programs and special teacher training by Ms. Lukenbill's 
office provide a means by which our children will be better prepared for 0 

Ijemonding ond complex future. 

It is our sincere hope thot the House Appropriotions Committee will give 
their seriou~ CO('si,jeret.i;::n end poslti'le sup,.port for the position of Office 
of Public Instruction Gifted Education Coordinator. 





.-'onuory 22" 1987 

To: Members of the House Appropriations Committee 
1987 Montono Stote Legi s 1 oture 

Re: The Office of Public Instruction 
Posit i on of Gifted Education Coordi notor 

'I've wish to support the financial need for on Office of Puttlic Instruction 
coordinator of Gifted Education, and also encourage continued legislative 
support of gifted/talented programs throu!~~lout t'10ntana. 

Nancy Lukenbill's office provides cruciol inservice training to clossroom 
teachers throughout the state ond serves os a centrol location by which 
gifted ond tolented informotion is distributed. Her office is olso used os 0 
resource to school districts. 

\"/e strongly feel that gifted/tolented programs serve a vit01 function in 
meeting the needs of Montano's gifted/talented stUdents in the public 
schools; in 011 likelyhood these needs would not be taken core of in the 
regular curriculum, 

The intricacies of directing gifted/tolented programs are many and varied, 
and the direction provided by Ms. Lukenbill., through ~Ier position of OPI 
coordinator" is invaluable to school districts in the state. 

~10ntono's youth of today will become the citizens of tomorrow. 
Gifted/talented programs and special teacher training by 1"1s. Lukenbill's 
office provide 0 means by which our children will be better prepared for a 
demondlng ond complex future. 

It is our sincere hope thot the House Appropri ot ions Commi ttee wi 11 gi ve 
their ser i ,:,'.!:; .:-::n':;i,j-:-r::ti:JI"I and positive support for the posltion of GUice 
of Public Instruction Gifted Education Coordinator. 

Sincerely yours, 
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,January 22., 1987 

To: Members of the House Appropri at ions Comrni t tee 
1987 Montono State Legi slotllre 

Re: Ttle Offi ce of Put!] i c Instruct ion 
Posi t i on of Gifted Educot ion Coordi nator 

\¥e 'Nish to support the finemcial need for an Office of Public Instruction 
coordinator of Gifted Education., and also encourage continued legislative 
support. of gifted/t.alented programs throughout Montana. 

Nancy Lukentlill's office provi,jes crucial inservice trflining to classroom 
teachers throughout tJle state and serves as a central location by which 
gifted ond talented information is Ijistributed. Her office is also used as a 
resource to school di stri cts. 

V,,Ie strongly feel that gifted/talented programs serve a vital function in 
meeting the needs of Montana's gifted/talented students in the public 
schools.; in al1like1yhood these needs would not be taken care of in the 
regular curri cu1 urn. 

The intricacies of directing gifted/talented progrorns are memy and varied, 
and t.he direction provided by Ms. Lukenbill, througrl her position of OPI 
coordinator) is invaluable t.o school districts in t.he st.ate. 

t·'lont.ono's youth of today \'\"i11 become t.he cit i zens of tomorrow. 
Gift.ed/t.alented programs and special teacrler t.raining tlY tv's. Lukenbill's 
office provlde a means by which our children INill tIe better prepared for a 
demanding and complex future. 

It is our Sl ncere hope trlat. Hie House Appropri at ions Commit tee v'/i 11 gi ve 
the; r se:-; 01.1':: consi derat i on and posit i ve SlJpport for trle position of Offi C8 

of PubliC Instruction Giftelj Education Coordinator. 
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. ...Ionuory 22, 1987 

To: Member~ of the House Appropriotions Committee 
1987 Montana State Legi s I ature 

Re: The Office of Public Instruction 
Position of Gifted Education Coordinator 

I,I>/e wish to support the financial need for en Office of Public Instruction 
coordinator of Gifted Educetion., and also encourage continued legislative 
support of gifted/talented programs throughout Montano. 

Nancy Lukenbill's office provides crUCial inservice training to classroom 
teachers throughout the stote and serves as a central location by which 
gifted and talented informotion is distributed. Her office is also used 8S a 
resource to school districts. 

"'''Ie strongly feel thot gifted/tolented programs serve 0 vitol function in 
meeting the needs of Montono's gifted/talented students in the pubhc 
scrlools; in all11kelyhood these needs would not be taken care of in the 
regUlar curri culum. 

The intricacies of directing gifted/talented programs ore many and vorie1j, 
and the direction provided by Ms. Lukenbill .. through her position of OPI 
coordi nator, is i nval uab 1 e to school di stri c:t sin the state. 

!'1ontano's youth of today wi1l become the citizens of tomorrow. 
Gifteditalented programs and special teacher training by Ms. Lukenb11l's 
office provide a means by which our children wi1l be better prepared for a 
demanding ond complex future. 

It is our sincere hope that the House Appropriotions Committee will give 
their ·::I?"-'C'.l'; c;~.n:;~ljer.,tinn ~nd p08itive support for the position of Office 
of PubliC Instruction Gifted Education Coordinator. 





.Jonuory 22, 1987 

To: Members of the House Appropri at ions Cornrni t tee 
1987 Monteno Stote Legi':;lature 

Re: T~le Offi ce of Publ i c I nstructi on 
Posit i on of Gi fted Educeti on Coordi not.or 

V·,Ie wist! to support the financial need for an Office of Public Instruction 
coordinator of Gifted Educotion, and also encourage continued legislative 
s;upport of gifted/talented programs throughout 1'1ontono, 

Nancy Lukenbill's office provides crucial inservice training to classroom 
teachers throughout the state and serves as a central location by which 
~~ift.ed ond tolented informotion is distributed, Her office is olso used os 0 

resource to school districts, 

\~'le strongly feel thot gifted/t.olented progroms serve 0 vit.ol function in 
rneeting the needs of Montano's gifted/talented students; in the public 
schools; in olllikelqhood these needs would not be taken core of in the 

'0 

reqular curriculum. 

The intricacies of directing gifted/talented progroms are rnony and voried,. 
and the direction provided by tis. Lukenbill, through her position of OPI 
coordinator, is invaluable to school districts in the stote 

!"lontono's youth of todoy will become the citizens of tomorrow. 
Glftelj/talented programs ond special teacher training t"d \'ls. Lukenbill':; 
office provide 0 rneons by which our children will be better prepored for 0 

demonding ond complex future. 

It is our sincere hope thot the House Appropriations Committee will give 
t. i"id; j ,;;,;:.;' j '_'(4,:' '0''':'''::;' i ';c:r-,~:; :~:n and pos it we support f or tr~e rosj t i Or! of Offi ce 
of Public Instruction Gifted Education Coordinator. 





. .Jonuory 22, 1987 

To: Members of the House Appropri at ions Commi ttee 
1 987 Montono Stote Legi s 1 eture 

Re: The Offi c:e of Pub 1 i c Instruction 
Pasi t i on of Gi fted Educet ion Coordi natar 

\n,le wi sh to support the fi nonci a 1 need f or on Offi ce of Public Instruction 
coordinotor of Gifted Education .. and also encouroge continued legislotive 
support of gifted/talented programs throughout t10ntono. 

Noncy Lukenbill's office provides cruciol inservice troining to clossroom 
teachers throu!~hout the state ond serves as a central locotion by which 
gifted ond talented information is distributed. Her office is also used os 0 

resource to school di stri cts. 

Vie strongl'~ feel thot gifted/tolented progroms serve 0 vitol function in 
meeting the needs of t1ontono's gifted/tolented students in the public 
schools; in alllikelyhood these needs \·vould not be taken care of in the 
regular curri elll um. 

The intricocies of directing gifted/talented progroms ore mony ond voried, 
and the di rect ion provi ded by Ms. Lukenbi 11, through her posit i on of OP I 
coordinator, is invaluable to school districts in the state. 

f"lontono's youth of todoy v,till become the citizens of tomorrow. 
Gifted/talent.ed programs and special teacher training by Ms. Lukenbill's 
offi ce provi de 0 means by whi ch our chil dren wi 11 be bet t.er prepared for 0 

demonding ond complex future. 

It is our sincere hope thot the HOllse Appropriotions Committee will give 
~l-,s'·- ·:;;::: .... :~:'F ,- -n=,lljen;tic'n and posit.ive support for the posJtlon of Office 
of Public Instruction Gifted Education Coordinator. 





,Jonuary 22 .. 1987 

To: Members of the House Appropriations Committee 
1987 Montana State Legi s 1 ature 

Re: The Dffice of Public Instruction 
Posit i on of Gifted Educt:lt ion Coordi nt:ltor 

","ie INi::;h to support UOle fint:lncio1 need for en Office of Public Instruction 
coordinotor of Gifted Educotion l tmd olso encourage continued legislative 
support of gifted/tt:l1ented programs throughout Montt:lnt:l. 

Nt:lncy Lukenbill's office provides crucial inservice training to classroom 
teochers throughout the state and serves os a centrt:ll1ocotion by which 
qifted and talented informotion is dist.ributed. Her office is olso used os 0 

resource to school districts. 

V-Ie strongly feel that gifted/talented programs serve 0 vito1 function in 
meeting the needs of t1ontana's gifted/talented students in the public 
schools.; in 01l1ike1yhood these needs would not be t.,:lken core of in the 
regulor curriculum. 

The int.ricocies of direct.ing gifted/tolent.ed programs are many and varied., 
end the di reet ion provi ded by Ms. Lukenbi 11, through her posi t i on of OP I 
coordinator, is invaluob1e t.o school districts in the state. 

nont.!me's youth of t.odt:ly If·till become the ci t i zens of tomorro\,\'. 
l3iftelj/tolented programs and special teacher training tlY Ms. Lukenbill's 
office provide a means by which our children will be better prepared for 0 

tjemonding and complex future. 

It is our sincere hope that the House Appropriations Committee will give 
U,;,:;,;r '~,?t-;:".J.::-·~,:o'::;l,je:-,~'olcn and-pOSitive suppurt for the positlon of OffIce 
ot Public Instruction Gifted Education Coordinator. 





,.Jonuory 22 .. 1987 

To: Members of the House Appropriations Committee 
1987 Montana Stote Legisloture 

Re: The Office of Public Instruction 
Position of Gifted Education Coordinator 

''tI'e wIsh to support the financial need for an Office of Public Instruction 
coordinator of Gifted Educotion, end also encourage continued legislotive 
support of gifted/talented programs throughout t10ntano. 

Nancy Lukenbill's office prOVIdes crucial inservice training to classroom 
teachers Hlroughout the state and serves as a central location by which 
qifted and tolent.ed informat.ion is distributed. Her office is also used os 0 '. 
resource to school Iji stri cts. 

Vole strongly feel trlat gifted/talented programs serve a vital function in 
meeting the needs of t"lontema's gifted/talented students in the public 
schools.; in all1ikel!~hood these needs vvould not be hH<en care of in the 
regul er curri cuI urn. 

The intricocies of directing gifted/tolented progroms ore mony ond "Ioried .. 
and trle di reet ion provi ded by Ms. Lukenbi 11, through her posi t i on of OP I 
coord; nat or., is i nva I uab 1 e to schoo 1 di s;tri cts in the state. 

f'1ontana'::; youth of today will become the citizens of tomorrow. 
Gifted/talented programs end special teacher training b!~ Ms. Lukenbill's 
offi ce provi de a means by whi ch our chil dren wi 11 tie better prepared for 8 

,jemonding and complex future. 

It is our sincere hope that Hie House Appropriations Committee INi11 give 
trleir :::8rj(;:.:;. conslderation and positiv"eSup-portfor'HI8 position of Office 
of Public Instruction Gifted Education Coordinator. 



• 



January 22, 1987 

To: Members of the House Appropriations Committee 
1987 Montana State Legislature 

Re: The Office of Public Instruction 
Position of Gifted Education Coordinator 

Vve wi sh to support the fi nancial need for an Office of Publ i c Instruction 
coordinotor of Gifted Education .. and also encourage continued legislative 
support of '~ifted/ta 1 ented programs throughout Montana. 

Nancy LlJkenbill's office provides crucial inservice training to classroom 
teachers throughout the state and serves as a central location by which 
qifted and talented information is distributed. Her office is olso used os 0 '. 
resource to school districts. 

\"Ie strongl'd feel that gifted/tolented progroms serve 0 ~/itol function in 
meeting the needs of Montano's gifted/talented students in the public 
schools.: in all likelyhood these needs would not be taken care of in the 
regul or curri cul um. 

The intricacies of directing gifted/talent.ed progroms are many and varied .. 
and the di rect ion provi ded by t1s. Lukenbill, through her posit i on of OP I 
coordinator .. is invaluable to school districts in the state. 

Montono's youth of todoy will become the citizens of tomorrow. 
Gifted/talentelj programs ond special teacher training by Ms. Lukenbill's 
office provide a means by which our children will be better prepared for a 
demonding ond complex future. 

It is our sincere hope thot the House Appropriations Committee will give 
r\o)e1i- '?~n'i;;':: i",;;n.;j;jl'w(lI.i'~ln ,'md positive support for the positlon of 0fi":':.8 
of Public Instruction Gifted Education Coordinator. 






