MINUTES OF THE MEETING
LONG RANGE PLANNING SUBCOMMITTEE
50TH LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The meeting of the Long Range Planning Subcommittee was
called to order by Chairman Rep. Robert Thoft on January 21,
1987 at 8:00 a.m., in Room 202B of the State Capitol.

ROLL CALL: All members of the Long Range Planning Subcom-~
mittee were present except Rep. Donaldson who was excused.

WATER DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS

Grant #32 Eastern Sanders County: (010)

Clayton White said he is in favor of the project.

Mr. White presented the Subcommittee with two graphs, one
graph showed the location of artesian wells and the other
showed how the pressure of the artesian wells is going down.

Bill Christianson said he is in favor of the project.

Paul Houser presented a fact sheet to the Subcommittee
(Exhibit #2).

Sen. McCallum said he is in favor of this project.

Joe Donovan, Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology presented a
chart to the Subcommittee. Mr. Donovan said plugging the
runaway wells will help cut down on the waste of recharge
water.

Rep Bardanouve asked how many people are affected. Mr.
White said 300-400 people are affected.

Chairman Thoft asked if you plug the runaway wells do you
need to recharge the aquifer. Mr. White said yes, to raise
the water pressure.

Rep. Bardanouve asked who is responsible for wasting water.
Mr. White said the individual land owners are responsible.

Rep. Bardanouve asked if it is possible to get enough water
down three or four wells to recharge the area. Mr. Donovan
said yes.

Rep. Bardanouve said he wants to attach a stipulation that
states all runaway wells be plugged before any monies are
spent.
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Chairman Thoft asked how many wells are leaking around the
casing. Mr. White said they are aware of one well that is
leaking.

Rep. Bardanouve asked if there are water rights. Mr.
Christianson said yes, there are water rights on all of
these wells.

Chairman Thoft asked how deep the wells are. Mr.
Christianson said they are 230-240 feet deep.

Grant #16 Department of State Lands
Grant #17 Department of State Lands
Grant #20 Department of State Lands:

Dick Juntunen said these projects are not eligible for
federal funds.

Mr. Juntunen said these three underground mine sites have
had raw spoils 1lying in the surrounding streams for 50
years.

Mr. Juntunen said they would remove the tailings, find a dry
area to bury the neutralized waste, and revegetate the
topsoil.

Rep. Bardanouve asked who owns the mines. Mr. Juntunen said
the Mike Horse Mine is owned by ASARCO, the Carbonate Mine
is abandoned and the Snowshoe Mine is owned by a private
individual and has Forest Service claims.

Grant #18 Water Management Bureau:

Gary Knudsen, DNRC, said the project arose from the Western
Governor's Conference.

Mr. Knudsen said they are not proposing to generate new
information.

Rep. Bardanouve asked Mr. Knudsen what they can do with
$52,000. Mr. Knudsen said he wants to outline a strategy to
make Montana efficient.

Sen. Van Valkenburg asked if anyone else is doing this. Mr.
Juntunen said yes, the Extension Service is also doing this
work.

Grant #19 Blaine County Conservation District:

Gene Billmeyer submitted a fact sheet to the Subcommittee
(Exhibit #3).

Mr. Billmeyer said 300 people are involved with the project.
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Tom Patton, Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology, said the
water table has dropped 7 feet in the past 3-5 years.

Grant #21 Butte-Silver Bow
Government & Mile High Cons. Dist.:

Caralee Cheney, DNRC, said the Butte-~Silver Bow Government
and the Mile High Conservation District propose to demon-
strate the feasibility of wusing a high metal content,
municipal sludge for increased production on crop land,
while minimizing soil and groundwater pollution.

Bill Pasco said he is in favor of the project.

Grant #22 Ruby Valley Conservation District:

Ms. Cheney said the Ruby Valley Conservation District
requests funds for the installation of automated snow,
precipitation, and temperature recording equipment with in
the Short Creek drainage, a tributary to the Ruby River.

No one showed up in favor or against the project.

Grant #23 DNRC/Conservation Districts Division:

Ms. Cheney said the purpose of this project is to address
riparian stream corridor erosion and land management prob-
lems as they relate to agricultural influences. The specif-
ic objectives are to complete the inventory and planning
phase on three rivers - the Sun River, East Gallatin River,
and the Musselshell River -~ and to implement the needed
improvement practices identified 1in previously completed
management plans on the Smith River and Otter Creek.

Ray Beck, DNRC, and Gail Stenveck said they are in favor of
the project.

Grant #24 Yellowstone Conservation District:

Ms. Cheney said the Yellowstone Conservation District
requests funding to collect, compile and interpret all the
existing groundwater data available for the urban and urban
rural fringe areas of Yellowstone County, and to use that
data to compile maps and other tools to be used in making
decisions on land use planning and groundwater development
and protection.

Alan Bond said he is in favor of the project.

John Darling read his testimony to the Subcommittee (Exhibit
#4) .
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Mr. Bond said the conservation district has committed
$1,500.

Rep. Bardanouve asked where the Montana Bureau of Mines and
Geology's (MBMG) monies come from, Wayne Van Voast, MBMG,
said with in the MBMG appropriation.

Grant #25 Rosebud and Big Horn Conservation District:

Ms. Cheney said the coal beds being mined in southeastern
Montana are the most productive and accessible aquifers
available to the agricultural community there. She said to
provide information needed to understand the effects of
mining on these aquifers, the MBMG has, since 1979 conducted
hydrologic investigations and has monitored groundwater
conditions in southeastern Montana.

Mr. Van Voast submitted letters of testimony (Exhibit #6).
Jack Knobloch said he is in favor of the project.

Mr. Van Voast said the MBMG is trying to isolate the hydro-
logic effects of mining. He said cones of depression have
formed around the Decker coal mines.

Rep. Tom Asay said he is in favor of the project.

James Mockler, Montana Coal Council, said he is in favor of
the project.

Rep. Marian Hanson said she is in favor of the project.

Dennis Hemmer, Department of State Lands, said he need the
data to do cumulative hydrologic impact analysis.

Grant #26 Gravity Sprinkler Project
Grant #27 Gravity Sprinkler Project:

Gary Mentzer submitted fact sheets to the Subcommittee
(Exhibit #7, #8).

Paul Schafer, Keith Graybeal and Ron Crawstad said they are
in favor of the projects.

Ms. Cheney said the project sponsor proposes to convert 254
acres of flood irrigated hay and pasture to gravity sprin-
kler irrigated hay. She said the delivery pipeline will be
shared with a neighbor who proposes, in a separate applica-
tion, to convert 382 acres of flood and pump sprinkler
irrigated hay to gravity sprinkler irrigated hay.

Grant #28 DNRC -~ Water Management Bureau:
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Ms. Cheney said the goal of the proposed study is to collect
the data necessary for the implementation of a water manage-
ment and improved irrigation efficiency program for the
Musselshell River Basin.

Walter Wilkins, Keith Nelson, Walt Newlan and Mike Hoffey
said they are in favor of the project.

Rep. Bardanouve asked how the Bureau of Reclamation fits in
to this project.

Ms. Cheney said the BOR will cover this kind of study if a
match is provided.

Rep. Bardanouve asked how much Delphia and Melstone pay for
water.

Rich Brasch said they pay $10.50 as acre foot.
Rep. Bardanouve asked how many people are involved.
Mr. Brasch said 239 people.

Grant #29 Lower Yellowstone Cons. Dist. Dev. Committee:

Bill Greman said he is in favor of the project.

Ms. Cheney said the Lower Yellowstone Conservation District
Development Committee was formed in 1983 by six conservation
districts in the Lower Yellowstone River Basin to pursue
development of their water reservations. Ms. Cheney said
the group has investigated a variety of development strate-
gies, including the use of low-cost power for irrigation
pumping available under the Pick-Sloan Missouri River Basin
Plan of the federal government. She stated this grant will
fund a BOR assessment of three existing irrigation projects
to satisfy the conditions necessary for congressional
authorization of such power to each project.

Grant #30 Carbon County:

Ms. Cheney said the Town of Roberts is a small unincorp-
orated community of approximately 200 people 1located in
Carbon County. The town's water supply consists of two
wells. Water from the wells is pumped to a 5,000 gallon
storage pressure tank. The distribution system consists of
2,400 feet of six inch pipe and 4,310 feet of four inch

pipe.

Ms. Cheney added this project will provide an adequate water
supply for the residents of Roberts, by improving the
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system's chlorine detention time, resolving safety hazards,
and renovating deteriorated distribution conditions.

Barbra Garrett, HKM Engineers, said the total project cost
is $190,000.

Bill Greman said there is great community support.

Ms. Garrett said an unincorporated town can issue bonds
through as rural special improvement district.

Grant #44 Mineral County:

Ms. Cheney said the northwestern Montana community of St.
Regis proposes to improve its 13 acre community park by
expanding the irrigation and drinking water system and
improving the water gquality and useability of an existing
pond. Irrigation is presently limited to 2 1/2 acres of
softball fields. Plans call for irrigation expansion to
nine acres. The pond will be dredged to deepen it and
debris will be removed. Part of the shoreline will be
regraded to create a safe swimming area and improve areas
for fishing. 1In addition, an aerator will be installed to
maintain pond water quality through the summer. The pond is
often affected by mid-summer algal blooms. She added this
park provides the only available swimming area for the St.
Regis community.

Shirley Anderson read her testimony for the Subcommittee
(Exhibit #10).

Rep. Bardanouve asked where the water comes from. Ms..
Anderson said from an artesian well.

Rep. Bardanouve asked what the population is. Ms. Anderson
said there is 500-600 people.

Rep. Barry Stang said he is in favor of the project.

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business the Long Range
Planning Subcommittee adjourned at 11:45 a.m.

Chairman Rep. Bol Thoft

law
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RECHARGE CONSERVATION AND ENHANCEMENT, LITTLE BITTERROOT VALLEY

FACT SHEET

The Problem: Since 1915, the Lonepine aquifer has been used for
irrigation with primarily flowing but also non-flowing wells.
This artesian aquifer has high capacity, but declines in water
level occur every irrigation season. The declines have resulted
in conflict over water use and rights in the past. Also, a
long-term water level decline of about 0.8 to 2.5 feet/year is
taking place. This has been caused by increased irrigation,
insufficient conservation, and withdrawals 1n excess of recharge.
This situation has prevented a number of individuals, with the
need and desire to irrigate, from developing this groundwater.

The Gecal: Conservation and optimum development of the groundwater
resource, for the sake of both existing and possible future
users. Our goal is to increase the efficiency of our management
of this water, and to encourage its prudent use and development.

The Approach: (A) To see to it that water waste is reduced or
eliminated by plugging or repairing leaky wells, managing winter
flows, and improving irrigation management; (B) To increase
recharge to the aquifer using unused flows diverted from the
Little Bitterroot River. (B) will de done in two phases: a pilot
phase, using an existing we€ll for injection (to be funded by the
state); and a permanent, high-capacity phase, using water from
Lower Dry Fork Reservoir of the Flathead Irrigation Project (to
be funded by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation). The permanent
system will be based on gravity delivery of reservoir water to an
injection wellfield of 7 acre-feet/day capacity. A proposal to
the USBR has been submitted and is under review. If both
proposals are successfully funded, federal funds will match state
funds on a 4:1 basis.

Benefits: Projected increase in recharge amounts will be 500 or
more acre-feet/yecar. Conservation measurcs will save another 500
or more acre-feet/year. If these figures are attained, the
current water level decline can be reversed, and it is likely
that new development could be possible. Project success will
reduce future expenditures in water rights disputes and
litigation.

Beneficiaries will include all residents of the valley,
including non-irrigators, tribal members, and local businesses
which utilize this water, as this aquifer is the source for
nearly all wells in the valley.

Support: Technical support will be provided by the Montana Bureau
of Mines and Geology, the Soil Conservation Service, the Flathead
Irrigation Project, and the USBR itself. A local groundwater
user's association will be responsible for long-term operation
and management of the recharge system, in cooperation with the
Irrigation Project.

Cost: Total Projs~t, $549,800. State DNRC, $86,300. MBMG,
$10,500. USBR, ¢ 3,300. No previous funding.
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Flathead Irrigation & Power Projiect
P.O. Box G
St. Ignatius, MT 59865
May 15, 1986

Caralee Chaney
Water Development Bureau
Dept. of Natural Resources & Conservation
1520 E. 6th Avenue
Yelena, Montana 39620
Dear 3. Chaney:
The Flathead Irrigation Project supports the proposed ground-water recharge
project ("Recharge Enhancement and Conservation - Little Bitterroot Valley")
for the Lonepine acquifer. This support, at this time, is in principle
only, and more active support in the future would depend on any interference
with existing surface waterusers or on the Project's trust respousibility
to the Tribes.

Sincerely,

/8/

DERWIN F. ZALVORSON, JR.
Acting Project Engineer

cc: Joe Donovan
Bureau of Mines, Billings

DFHALVORSON: sm:05-15-86
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Need for Project T

Over 7,800 acres of groudwater supported irrigation have
been developed on the Turner—Hogeland Platcau.  Puampling of
groundwater has created a declining water table situation in a -
portion of the aquifer which if allowed to continue will
eventually cause scvere hardship upon local water users. Water
level decline in a portion of he aquifer has approached 30% of
the pre-pumping saturated thickness.

The Big Flat Water users Association, Blaine County
Conservation District, and Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology
are working together to provide data to local water users which
will enhance their ability to manage the groundwater resource.
A good water level monitoring network exists for the aquifer
but additional information about irrigation practices and the
aquifer itself is necessary before good decisions about
management of the aquifer can be made.

Project Tasks

1) TIllustrate cost effective ways to lower irrigation
water use by innovative sprinkler management.

2) Attempt to quantify recharge to the aquifer.

3) Define the southern, southwestern and western edges
of the aquifer.

4) Obtain aquifer storage and permeability data.

5) Design a groundwater flow model for the heavily
pumped portion of the aquifer so that estimates of
proper well spacing and affects of groundwater
withdrawal can be derived.

Budget
Requested Recommended
Blaine County $11,400 - $ 8,776
Irrigation Study $33,800 ($28,152 ) -0- (=0-) %
Hydrologic Study  $54,721 (22,622 ) $50,000 ($22,622 )
TOTAL $99,921 $58,776
* in kind services amount - from Montana Burcau of Mines

**% in kind services amount - Soil Conservation Service
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YELLOWSTONE COUNTY BOARD OF PLANNING

nd 4TH FLOOR, LIBRARY BUILDING » 510 N. 28TH
PO. BOX 1178 « BILLINGS, MONTANA 59103
PHONE: (406] 657-8246

T
DATE_// -
Januar: 20, 1987 HB
‘ Ly ;
T

Leang Tange Flanning Commities
Montana Ztate Legislature
State Capitel

Helena, wMonltiana

3

Peruest for Funding Yellowafone Count— Groundwater Stud-

Mr. Chalrman. Membecs of the Commitbtes:

My name ic John Darling. I am Planning Director for the
Yellowstone County 3oard «of Planning which zerves Yellowctone

County, the City of 3illinge and the Town of Breadview, T am
here today to speak on behalf of fTundina for the proposed
Tellowctone County Grounduater Study requested b fthe Vellawstone
y Conceerabtion Dictrict.
To alvn vou a broad i1dea of the importance of this partienlar
ctudy I beliewe that a little background in the operation of the
Y2llowstone County Planning function is appropriate. The
Yellowstone County Board of Commissionercs, in 1984, alona with
the City of Billinas, deteermined that the most appropriate way to
provide planning services was on a countywide basis. In
furtherance of that objective a fifteen member planning board was
ecstabliched. Five members of the board represent the {ive wards
of the City of Billings, seven members represent sewven geographic
dictricts within the rural portions of Yellowstone County and a
veprecentative of the Yellowstone Conservabtion Distriot
constitute the thirteen voting members of the Board. Two ex-
officic members, one representing Billings School District No. 2
and one representing the County School Superintendent's office
round ouft the fifteen member board.

The first major actiwvity of the Yellowstone County Board of
Planning is the development of a Countywide Comprehensive Plan to
cserve as a foctprint for the future. The Board i1s precently
involved in this formidable task. To assist in this process the
Planning Board hag created Citizen Advisory Committees (CAC) to
ser~ve az counding boards for planning issues throughout the
County. At numerous Planning Board and Citizen Advisory

SERVING BILLINGS, BROADVIEW AND YELLOWSTONE COUNTY
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As a part of this project, Yellowstone County iz committed to
provide inkind participation. Such participation mavy include uze
of our computer and mapping capabilities as well as assictance in
primary and csecondary dafta gathering under the direction of the
Yellowstone Coenserwvation Dictrict and the Montana Buroau of Minas
and Ceclagy.

Your favorable considervatiocn of this projoct iz encouraged and
ctfully requested by both the Yellowstone County Board of

Commicsicners and the Yellowstone County Beoard of Planninda.

Complaticn of thisc activifty will provide a wealth of

infeormaticon in a concise and cantralized., readily usable

fermat which will aid local elected City and County

officials, dewvelopers, land owners and very importantly

the agriculftural community in making rational decisions asg

to where appropriate development can occur without injury

to our fragile groundwafer supplies.

Pespectifully, For the Yellowstone County Board of Commizscioners
and Yellowstone County Board of Planninag,

[ ]
3. Darling. Jr.
veoctor of Planning

Yollowstone County Beoard of Commissioners
Yellowstone County Beard of Planning

‘rm



Yellowstone Conservation District

Building A, suite 6 - 1629 Avenue D - Billings, Montana 59102 - Phone (406) 657-6135
o May 9, 19Ub . -
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Department of Natural Resources and Conservation
ater Resources Division

Water Development 3Sureau

Lee Metcalf Building

1329 Kast Sixth Avenue

Helena, MT 59620

Centlemen:

The Yellowstone Conservation District Board of Supervisors
approves the submittal of this proposal for a grant under the
iater Development and Renewable Resource Development Programs; and,
as presented by Mr. Wayne Van Voast, Bureau of Mines and Geology.

There is a paucity of information relative to ground water
location and its quality in Yellowstone County. The demand is
great for specific information as growth continues rapidly in
areds not served by municipal systems.

Thank you for your consideration.

Yours truly,
For Lee Lane, Chairmap

A 2
///éé P /)/ H;/
Allen Bond, kxecutive Secretary

Yellowstone Conservation District Board of Supervisors:
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WESTNVIORELARND RESOQURCES, ING.

Post Office Box 449, Hardin, Montana 59034 (406) 342-5241

October 4, 1984
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Mr. Wayne Van Voast

Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology
3021 6th Ave Nth, Rm 111

Billings, Montana 59101

Dear Wayne:

I understand that the surface coal mine hydrology program conducted
by your agency is currently under reconsideration. From the viewpoint of
a coal mine operator, I feel that your work has been and will continue to
be of great value to the Montana coal industry. It has enabled much more
precise predictions of hydrologic consequences, and hence has afforded
greater protection of water resources.

Although the mining companies conduct intensive hydrologic baseline
and monitoring studies, my experience has been that there is very little
if any duplication of effort. Your program provides the only vehicle for
a consolidation of hydrologic information from the various mines and
potential mining areas. Consequently, our ability to predict future
hydrologic effects, both locally and regionally, is undergoing continuous
refinement.

As the hydrologic data base in the coal regions of eastern Montana
expands, our understanding of hydrologic processes becomes greater.
Although there may be a nced for periodic evaluation of research priorities,
I am confident that your program will continue to provide needed information.
Please call if I can be of any assistance in program development or review.

My best regards,

David W. Simpson
General Manager

DWS:jb




VESTERN ENERGY COM

AREA C/P.O. BOX 98/ COLSTRIP, MONTANA 59323

November 21, 1984

Mr. Wayne Van Voast

Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology
Room 111, 6th Avenue Plaza

3021 6th Avenue North

Billings, Montana 59101

RE: Ground Water Monitoring Request for Coal Funding

Dear Wayne:

Western Energy Company fully supports the Rosebud Conservation District's
Ground Water Monitoring request for Coal Board funding. We feel it is very
important to maintain the continuity of the monitoring program estahlished by
the Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology over ten years ago. Your program
provides a long term continous record for regulatory agencies, industry and
any other interested parties. In addition this program compliments and provi-
des an independent check on monitoring currently being done by the industry.

I doubt that I will be able to attend the Coal Board meeting in December,
but I hope that this request will be funded.

Sincerely,
) ¥
- 7
/) &7
Peter Norbeck, P.E.
Hydrological Engineer

PN/d]
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Kiewit Mining & Enginecring Co.
PO. Box 3049
Sheridan, Wyoming 82801
(307) 672-3401

October 3, 1984

Mr. Wayne Van Voast

Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology
Room 111

6th Avenue Plaza

3021 6th Avenue North

Billings, Montana 59101

Dear Wayne:

For the past twelve years or so, your group has been monitoring
changes to the hydrogeologic system at our Decker mines. This long-
term record has been invaluable in our company's attempt to quantify
impacts to the hydrologic system from surface coal mining operations.
Even though some of your water level monitoring activities appear to
dupticate our vast network of wells, it is important to maintain your
Tong period of record. It is also valuable to our company having an
independent State agency complement our monitoring activities.

In addition, spoil aquifer research and resulting publications
have been valuable to the entire coal mining industry. Specifically,
research conducted at our West Decker mine, in conjunction with our
own monitoring activities, has enabled us to predict cumulative and
long-term impacts to the hydrologic regime.

We strongly encourage the Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology
to maintain hydrogeologic research/monitoring activities at our Decker
mines.

Sincerely,

e ) - / /)
%v‘\/ )GIJ(J,U\V At
Jim Bowlby (:?///)
Hydrology Supervisor
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Consoildation Coal Company
Environmental Quality Control
45 East Loucks, Suite 207
Sheridan, Wyoming 82801
(307) 672-8971

November 5, 1984

Montana Bureau of Mines & Geology
3021 6th Avenue North
Billings, Montana 59101

Attention: Wayne VanVoast
Dear Wayne:

Consolidation Coal Company is going to close its Sheridan, Wyoming
office on December 31, 1984. 1 will continue to manage environmental
permitting activities for our CX Ranch Mine project from our corporate
headquarters in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. The decision to close the
Sheridan office is based largely on the present soft coal market and the
fact that Consolidation Coal Company will not be opening its CX Ranch Mine
in the near future. We plan to continue monitoring wildlife, vegetation
and hydrology, but at a much reduced level of effort.

The purpose of my letter is to stress to you the importance to Consol
that the Bureau contirues its hydrologic monitoring in this area. As you
are aware, Consolidation Coal Company was required to prepare a regional
hydrologic impact assessment, and this would have been impossible without
data from wells currently being monitored by the Burecau. In this
instance, the monitoring of wells off the proposed permit area were of
particular importance. However, as we scale down our field efforts even
more, it will become increasingly important to us that the Bureau continue
its monitoring program throughout the area.

There are a few situations when the Bureau has monitored wells that
Consol's contractors also monitor. The third party oversight provided in
this situation is valuable.

I would be very interested in knowing the Bureau's plans in and
around the Squirrel Creek drainage for the nexi couple of years. Again, I
wish to stress the importance of your work to this company as well as
other coal companies coperating or planning to operate in the area.

Sincerely yours,

Z Al oot

Earl D. Smith, Manager
Environmental Activities
Sheridan Office

EDS :wm

cc:  Dave Kirtz
CX hydrology File - Sheridan



PEABODY COAL COMPANY

ROCKY MOUNTAIN DIVISION

10375 EAST HARVARD AVENUE
SUITE 400

DENVER, COLORADO 80231
(303) 337-5903

November 20, 1984

Mr. Wayne Van Voast

Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology
3027 Sixth Avenue, North

Billings, MT 59101

Dear Wayne:

This letter is in reference to our phone conversation on-November 20, 1984

and your discussion with Mark Koffler on November 2, 1984, concerning Montana
Bureau of Mines and Geology’s (MBMG) involvement in hydrologic monitoring
and research in the vicinity of Peabody Coal Company’s (PCC) Big Sky Mine.

MBMG hydrologic monitoring and research activities near Big Sky Mine have
historically been very important to Peabody Coal Company. Continued hydrologic
monitoring, to some degree, by MBMG would be an excellent form of quality
control within PCC data collection system.

The MBMG research of reclaimed coal mined areas and potential mining areas
have been an invaluable source for information for determining pre- and post-
mining conditions within the hydrologic system. MBMG has coliected and compiled
hydrologic research data from the Colstrip area since 1971. Peabody recognizes
the importance for MBMG to maintain a degree of historical oversight, for
continuity reasons, on the current hydrologic monitoring system in the Colstrip -
area.

Peabody sincerely hopes that the MBMG will have funds and resources available
to continue monitoring and research of the hydrology system as it relates to
coal mining in this region.

Sincerely,

]

Ga,ry W. Wendt
Montana Project Manager

kmt

C: Slade Dingman
Mark Koffler
Jim Lunan

Jay Mednick



MENTZER-GRAYBEAL PROJECT

I. Benfits
a. Dewatering of Douglas Creek
b. Land protection from erosion

¢. Sediment protection of down slope drainages, Barnes
Creek

d. Irrigation water savings for 636 acres
1. Evaporation and seepage losses fron open ditch
delivery system
2. Change water use efficiencies from 20 and 25 ¥% +to
707%
e. Less maintence and upkeep on water control structures
and irrigation ditch if replaced with buried pipeline
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Presenter: Shirley Andsrson, Park Committee

v

For two reasons I have asked for your time; to prﬁﬁent.@v1d°nce of
need & support not contained in the Grant Prooosql and to OFfer &
scaled down request.

1. The western end of lineral Countv with approximatzly 1700 peopnle
nns no area devotad to group & communlity activities other than this.

2. The site u2s punerous zdvantnges; wali-in Zor 3t. Regis users; tvo
blocks from Interstate for tourist use; sufficient land for many
activities (13 acres county owned, 10 acrss FS Permit); beautiful
site surrounded by mountains with forest on 73 land; centrally
located between Superior city parks and the Idaho border.

3, The park receives strong.local support:
3., County Planner & Commissioners support with limited funds.
b. FS supports with building plans, advice, usage permit.
c. School supports with use of dbuilding for fund raisers.
d. Thousands of hours of citizen labor and machinery have gone into
the park.

4. The park was used this past two summers for variocus activities;
softball tournaments, swap meets, Fourth of July & Family Fun acti-
vities, reunions, even a wedding. Picnic sites were used daily.

5. Progress to date is impressive:

a. Legal Boundaries established.

b. Legal access obtained through FS Usage Permit

c. Master Plan drawn from community input

d. Improvement District #4 sstablished for maintenance & develop-
ment, brings % to 4 thousand.

e. Usable facilities ; one ballfield, picnic tables & barbecues,
pavilion, winter skating rink, playground equipment, vault
toilets, maintenance building.

f. 2,000 yards of topsoil hauled, graded, & seeded; 150 shrubs
& trees planted.

6. Continued progress is hindered by the need for water:
' a. Irrigation for grass, trees & shrubs
b. Drinking water
¢. Pond improvement for fishing & swimming
d. Large pavilion with water for resirooms & concession stand
8. Irrigation & water for llemorial Gardens, second ballfield,
& Horse Arena.

7. Water development plans, by use of a timed irrigation system, will
effectively use the current 60 gpms.
SEALED DOVWIN REQUEST
1. 20,000 for irrigation expansion of area #

2. 15,000 for Pond development

Please consider either or both of these. VWe are not making a study,
we have proven local support, we have demonstirated need & usage, W
have observed the economic impact with tourists & local citizens, we
do not waste but stretch every dollar as far as possible.

Thank you for your time & consideration of the above.
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WAGCN ROOM RESTAURANT
GAS = DIESEL o MINI-MART
GIFT & SOUVENIR SHOP

GIFT SOUV“"HR SHOP

0o H49-2407
Reqis. MT 3C860 JACK D. LINCOLN

Dept. of latural Resources
Helena, Montana

Gentlemen,

The St. Regls Park Committee, cnaired by Shirley
Anderson cof St. Eegis, will be presenting your depart-
ment with a regquest for grant monies for the continued
development of our community park.

I feel that her request should te granted fcr both
social and econocmic reasons. Tne ot. Reris Community
Park has rapidliy become the focal point of ocur community,
being the only site in the area tc stage summertime
activities. These activities; softball fcurnaments,
flea markets, community picnics, and similar events are
all staged at the park. .

- The participants undoubtedly enjoy the facilities
thru the social activity level. JAs a businessman in the
community, I nave the added enjoyment of commercial activity
that the assorted activities promote. is cur area feels
tne economic siump of cdeclining logging activity and
minimal agricultural activity, the neecd for the eccncmic
impact created by recreation and travel becomes even
meore acute

Many tourists and travelers have started to enjoy the
park at its current stage of ccmpletion. I think it is
critical for a gateway community to provide~a true "Zig
Sky Welcome". The continued promotion and expansion of
the St. R.gis Park will be yet another way of opening our
"Iatch String" and showing the traveler tnat we trulj do
welcome them and appreciate the time that taey spend in
Montana.

I have personally viewed the plans and I feel that
they represent one of tne more progressive ideas that I
have seen that still possess local significarce. I can
aiso assure you that the people or St. =Z.gis would treat
and maintain the project with proper care and respect. Gur
citizenry truly has civic pride in our park!!

P.O. Drawer G
St. Regis, MT 59866
{4006) 649-2407




Jaspers

PO. Drawer L St Regis, Montana 59866  (406) 649-2416

January 20, 1987

Water Development and Expansion
Department of Natural Resources
Helena, Montana 59624

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing in support of the proposed grant for
water development at the St. Regis Community Park.
The park development has proven to be a positive
addition to the St. Regis business and recreational
community. Additional development would only rein-
force and strengthen an already positive addition
to the community. I would hope the Board would
look with favor on this request for additional
development funds.

Mon na/ﬁgbards,

Jaspers Inc.
St. Regis Super 8 Motel
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