
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE 

50TH LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The meeting of the House Appropriations Committee was called 
to order by Chairman Rep. Gene Donaldson on March 28, 1987 
in Room 104 of the State Capitol. 

ROLL CALL: 

All members were present at the meeting except Rep. Thoft 
who was excused, Rep. Iverson who was absent and Rep. 
Rehberg who arrived late. Also in attendance were Peter 
Blouke, LFA and Denise Thompson, Secretary. 

HB 906: (112:A:l.01) 

Rep. Jack Ramirez, Billings presented the bill to the 
committee saying this was the distribution of the money from 
the sales tax if the sales tax bill were to pass. It is the 
appropriation to the Department of Revenue for their expens­
es to gear up to collect the tax and the statutory appropri­
ation of the money thereafter. The numb~rs were calculated 
with the assumption that sales tax would be in place in 
1989, if it were to be in place in 1988, this would have to 
be moved up a year. 

The hearing was closed on the bill 

SB 321: (112:A:32.43) 

Sen. Jergeson presented the bill saying it was an Agricul­
ture Mediation Bill that would compel people to go to the 
table and negotiate regarding financial difficulties. 

PROPONENTS: 

Mr. Keith Kelly, Director of the Department of Agriculture 
said that the bill would urge people to use a voluntary 
mediation program to help in assisting with alternatives to 
foreclosure (Exhibit 1). 

Mr. Joseph Moore, Montana Peoples Action said they would 
have liked to see mandatory mediation but will provide a 
very viable solution. 

Minyon Waterman of the Montana Association of Churches 
stated support for the bill. 
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(112:A:40.35) Mr. John Erickrnan, Montana Association of 
Churches, also supported the program. Sitting down at the 
table and talking about these things would certainly help. 

There were no opponents to the bill. 

QUESTIONS: (112:B:0.01) 

Rep. Bardanouve questioned how many cases of mediation they 
have so far and how successful they have been in being able 
to resolve the issues. Mr. Kelly stated that they had a 
total of 28 cases, they completed 5, 5 are still in the 
process, and 8 or 9 were declined. He assessed the program 
and he feels it has been successful in its implementation 
and very cost effective. 

(112:17.18) Sen. Jergeson closed on his bill by suggesting 
amendments to the bill as the committee sees fit. 

The hearing was closed on the bill. 

HB 870&871: (112:B:17.50) 

Rep. Miller stated he would like to combine the two bills as 
they both refer to the same subject. He also stated there 
were amendments to both bills. The bills are for teacher 
salary increases for the teachers at the School for the Deaf 
and Blind and Mountain View and Pine Hills. The salaries 
are lower than anywhere else in the state and these people 
have very adverse working conditions. 

PROPONENTS: 

Mr. Phil Campbell, Montana Education Association said that 
regarding HB 870, there are other teachers on the matrix 
other than Mountain View and Pine Hills. He stated he had 
previously presented information regarding the teacher 
salaries and the salaries are in some cases $2,000 lower in 
those schools than the average pay matrix. 

(112:B:28.53) Terry Minnow, Montana Federation of Teachers, 
Montana Federation of State Employees stated the teachers at 
the Montana State Hospital and others are working under 
difficult circumstances and their pay is sadly inadequate. 
It is 23 percent less than any teacher in the system. 

HB 870 calls for teachers in the institutions salaries to be 
brought up to the state level. HB 871 addressed the School 
for the Deaf and Blind salaries. 
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The people who teach 
because they want to. 
receive. There is no 
and it is difficult to 

at these institutions only do so 
It is not because of the salary they 
incentive for these people to stay, 
recruit them. 

Henry Hislop, Montana State Hospital, stated he has worked 
with many different types of people. Many qualified 
teachers leave the institution because the salary is so low. 
There is a pretty bad morale problem. They teach 7 out of 8 
hours of class a day. They get less salary than most 9 
month teachers and they work 12 months. 

(112:B:34.00) Debbie Gabse, Boulder, stated she liked her 
job a Boulder. She liked the area. The people were very 
slow and hard to teach but she had patience and liked it. 
She urged support of equity in salaries for teachers at the 
various state institutions (Exhibit 2). 

Cladette Morton, Board of Public Education, said the Board 
is concerned about the quality of education for all the 
children in Montana and the support the bills. They are 
concerned about HB 871 because the School for the Deaf and 
Blind needs a speech therapist. They can not get one for 
the salary that has been offered and it is very difficult to 
maintain the necessary staff at the school on the salary 
that is there currently. They have been frozen on their 
salary for 6 years and they would like to see some help. 

Chairman Donaldson stated he wished to go on record as a 
proponent regarding this issue. 

There was also written testimony given by Toni Tyson (Exhib­
it 3). 

Lori Eckenger, Department of Administration urged the 
committee to support the bill. She stated that there are 53 
teachers in the institutions and 40 in The School for the 
Deaf and Blind which would be addressed by HB 870 and 871. 

EXECUTIVE ACTION: 

HB 854: Rep. Winslow moved to accept the amendments on HB 
854, the one stop licensing bill (Exhibit 4) on HB 854, to 
change it to an act that money is appropriated, and House 
Bill 862 appropriates to the Department of Commerce insert: 
$5,000 and delete "from the general fund" on page one line 
24, beginning July 1, 1987. Rep. Bardanouve called the 
question. The motion CARRIED unanimously. 

(113:A:35.40) Rep. Winslow moved HB 854 DO PASS AS AMENDED. 
Rep. Quilici called the question. Reps. Nathe, Switzer, 
Devlin voted NO. The motion CARRIED. 
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HB 855: Rep. Winslow moved to amend HB 855 as per Exhibits 
5 and 6) and reference HB 862. Rep. Connelly called the 
question. The motion CARRIED unanimously. 

Rep. Winslow moved that HB 855 DO PASS AS AMENDED. Rep. 
Swift and Menke voted NO. The motion CARRIED. 

HB 887: Mr. Peter Blouke, LFA explained the amendments to 
HB 887 to the committee. The amendments would remove the 
appropriation from SB 321 and put it in HB 887. 

Rep. Winslow moved to amend SB 321, (Exhibit 7) to take the 
appropriation out. The motion CARRIED unanimously. 

Rep. Winslow moved SB 321 DO 
Bardanouve called the question. 
mously. 

PASS AS AMENDED. Rep. 
The motion CARRIED unani-

Rep. Winslow moved to amend HB 887 as indicated in Exhibit 
8). Rep. Bardanouve called the question. The motion 
CARRIED unanimously. 

Rep. Winslow moved that HB 887 DO PASS AS AMENDED. Rep. 
Quilici called the question. Reps. Poulsen, and Rehberg 
voted NO. The motion CARRIED. 

HB 898: Rep. Menahan moved to Do PASS HB 898. Rep. Menke 
called the question. There was a roll call vote. Reps. 
Bradley, Connelly, Manuel, Menahan, Miller, Poulsen, and 
Quilici voted YES. REps. Donaldson, Winslow, Bardanouve, 
Devlin, Menke, Nathe, Peck, Rehberg, Spaeth, Swift and 
Switzer voted NO. The motion FAILED 7 to 11. The vote was 
reversed on a DO NOT PASS MOTION and the motion CARRIED 11 
to 7. 

HB 906: Rep. Menahan moved amendment 2 on Exhibit 9 to 
strike line 14 in its entirety. Rep. Bardanouve called the 
question. The motion CARRIED unanimously. 

Rep. Switzer moved amendments 1, 3, 4, and 5 be approved. 
The motion CARRIED unanimously. 

Rep. Swift moved to DO PASS 906 AS AMENDED. There was a 
roll call vote. Reps. Donaldson, Winslow, Bardanouve, 
Bradley, Devlin, Manuel, Menke, Miller, Nathe, Poulsen, 
Rehberg, Spaeth, Swift and Switzer voted YES. Reps. 
Connelly, Menahan, Peck, and Quilici voted NO. The motion 
CARRIED 14 to 4. 

HB 870 and 871: Action on these bills was postponed until 
Monday. 
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HB 593: (113:B:25.35) Rep. Rehberg moved to reconsider 
action on HB 593. Rep. Devlin called the question. The 
motion CARRIED unanimously. The amendments he presented to 
the committee would strike all of section 4 on page 2 and 
take out the appropriation of $500,000 and puts a $500 
figure in, page 1 line 18, change "pro;--iting" to 
"limi ting" so that the fiscal note is no long,.. applicable 
(Exhibit 10). 

Rep. Rehberg moved to accept the amendments. Rep. Quilici 
called the question. The motion CARRIED unanimously. 

Rep. Rehberg moved to DO PASS as AMENDED HB 593. Rep. 
Quilici called the question. Rep. Bardanouve made a substi­
tute motion to strike Section 11. There was a roll call 
vote. Reps. Bardanouve, Bradley, Connelly, Menahan, Nathe, 
Poulsen, and Quilici voted YES. Reps. Donaldson, Thoft, 
Devlin, Manuel, Menke, Miller, Peck, Rehberg, Spaeth, Swift 
and Switzer voted NO. The motion FAILED 7 to 11. 

( 113 : A: 02 . 34 ) Rep. Rehberg moved 
AMENDED. Rep. Menahan called 
Bardanouve, Menahan, Quilici and 
motion CARRIED. 

to DO PASS HB 593 AS 
the question. Reps. 

Connelly voted NO. The 

Rep. Menahan moved to reconsider action on HB 38. Reps. 
Connelly, Manuel, and Winslow voted NO. The motion CARRIED. 

Rep. Miller moved to DO PASS HB 38 AS IS no AMENDMENTS. 

Rep. Spaeth moved to adopt amendments 5, 6, 7, 11, 12, 14, 
and 15 (Exhibit 11). Rep. Quilici called the question. The 
motion CARRIED unanimously. 

(114:A:17.55) Rep. Spaeth moved new sections 18, 19, and 
Section 16 and included new section 20 and the adjustment of 
all numbers throughout the bill. Rep. Quilici called the 
question. The motion CARRIED unanimously. 

Rep. Miller moved to DO PASS HB 38 AS AMENDED. There was a 
roll call vote. Reps. Devlin, Menahan, Menke, Miller, 
Nathe, Peck, Quilici, Rehberg and Swift voted YES. Reps. 
Donaldson, Winslow, Bardanouve, Bradley, Connelly, Manuel, 
Poulsen, Spaeth, and Switzer voted NO. The motion FAILED 9 
to 9. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 
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ON SENATE BILL 321 
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444·3144 

KEITH KELLY 
DIRECTOR 

Chairman Donaldson and members of the committee. The Montana 

Department of Agriculture supports Senate Bill 321 as ammended 

providing for voluntary agricultural debt mediation. 

The adversities facing our agricultural producers have not 

disappeared and may, in fact, continue to impact the farm/ranch, 

rural communities, and the overall economy of our state for some 

time to come. Recent studies leave serious doubt as to whether 

or not we are even at the bottom of the slide. Continued land 

devaluation and inadequate cash flow compound the magnitude of 

the financial stress affecting agricultural producers and lenders 

alike. 

Voluntary debt mediation offers an excellent opportunity for both 

producer and lender to sit down with a neutral third party to 

negotiate workable alternatives to foreclosure. The existing 

debt medintion program offers an excellent alternative to other 

courses of action such as Chapter 12 banl{ruptcy. 

Several mediation cases conducted through the existing voluntary 

program have resulted in creative and positive outcomes, allowing 

the producers to continue in agriculture and avoid very costly 
An Affirmative Action/Equal Employment Opporrunity Employer 



litigations, etc. The various financial institutions represented 

in the state have, for the most part, been very willing to work 

with the voluntary mediation program and have encouraged 

participation whenever possible. 

Activities that reduce the financial stresses in agriculture will 

help to mitigate the forces that are causing the downward 

pressure on the agricultural economy and eventually improve 

long-term recovery for agricultural producers and the state of 

Montana. For these reasons, the Montana Department of 

Agriculture supports Senate Bill 321. 
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Amendments to House Bill 854 

1. Title, line 
Strike: 
Following: 
Insert: 

10. 
"APPROPRIATING MONEY" 
"AN ACT" 
"SPECIFYING THAT MONEY IS APPROPRIATED" 

2. Page 1, line 23. 
Strike: "There is appropriated" 
Following: "Appropriation" 
Insert: "House Bill 862 appropriates" 

3. Page 1, line 24. 
Strike: "from the general fund" 



Amendments to House Bill 855 

1. Title, line 8 through line 9. 
Following: "ENTITLED:" 
Strike: line 8 through line 9 in their entirety 
Insert: "AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

TO MATCH EXPENDITURES BY THE" 

2. Page 1, lines 14 through 17. 
Strike: Section 1 in its entirety 
Renumber: subsequent subsections 

3. Page 1, line 19. 
Strike: "the" 

4. Page 1, line 19. 
Following: "in" 
Insert: "House Bill 862" 

5. Page 1, line 20. 
Strike: "[ section 1]" 

6. Page 1, line 20. 
Strike: "equally" 
Insert: "equal" 



Amendments to House Bill 862 

1. Page 3, line 6. 
Strike: "22 1/2%" 
Insert: "27.5%" 

2. Page 4, line 14. 
Strike: "5%" 
Insert: "3%" 

3. Page 4, line 17. 
Strike: "5%" 
Insert: "3%" 

4. Page 4, line 22. 
Strike: "2 112%" 
Insert: "2%" 

5. Page 4, line 25. 
Strike: "2 1/2%" 
Insert: "2%" 



Amend Senate Bill 321 - - Agriculture Committe Report 
Remove Appropriation Language 

7 
3/2 i (,(7 
~B32.1 

#69t7 

1. Committee Report from the Committee on Agriculture, Livestock, & 
Irrigation dated March 18, 1987, be further amended as follows: 

1. Amendment 2. 
Strike: New Section 3 in its entirety 
Renumber: subsequent sections 



J' 
3/7. g/fl 

Amend House Bill 887, Second Reading Copy 

1. Title, line 15. 
Following: "MONEY" 
Insert: "FOR COUNSELING AND FOR MEDIATION IN COORDINATION WITH 

SENATE BILL 321" 

2. Page 7, line 25. 
Following: "Appropriation" 
Insert: "for counseling" 

3. Page 8. 
Following: line 11 

R'!7 

Insert: "NEW SECTION. Section 10. Appropriation for mediation -
- expenditure authority -- coordination with Senate Bill 
321. (1) There is appropriated from the general fund to the 
department of agriculture the sum of $50,000 for the 
biennium ending June 30, 1989, for the p~rpose of providing 
mediation services. 

(2) In addition to the appropriation contained in 
subsection (2), there is appropriated to the department of 
agriculture $25,000 in available fees collected to defray 
the costs of providing mediation services as authorized in 
Senate Bill 321. Such fees must be applied toward the costs 
of providing mediation. 

(3) If Senate Bill 321 is not passed and approved by 
the 50th legislature, this section is void." 

Renumber: subsequent section. 

XTOl 
\wp\lee\amdhb887 



Amendment to House Bill 906 

1. Title, line 7. 
Strike: "1988 AND 1989" 
Insert: "1987 AND 1988" 

2. Page 2, line 14. 
Strike: line 14 in its entirety 
Renumber: subsequent sUbsections 

3 . Page 8, line 8. 
Strike: "1988" 
Insert: "1987" 

4. Page 8, line 10. 
Following: "$201,765" 
Insert: "The unexpended balance of this appropriation on June 30, 

1987 is reappropriated for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1988." 

5. Page 8, line 13. 
Strike: "1989" 
Insert: "1988" 



APPROPRIATION COHMITTEE 
AHEHDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO. 38 - Second Reading Copy: 

1. Page 4, following line 11. 
Insert: (8) "Scored Procedure" means a written test, structured 
oral interview, performance test or other selection procedure 
or a combination of such procedures which result in a numerical 
score to which points can be added." 
Renumber: subsequent sections 

2. Page 5, following line 22. 
Insert: NEW SECTION. Section 2. Scored procedures not required. 
Nothing in this part or in Title 39, Chapter 30 requires a 
public employer to use a scored procedure or a combination of 
scored procedures for selecting a person in an initial hiring." 

3. Page 6, line 8. 
Strike: "2" 
Insert: "3" 

4. Page 6, line 22. 
Strike: "3" 
Insert: "4" 

5. Page 7, line 11-
Strike: "4" 
Insert: "5" 

6. Page 15, following line 20. 
Insert: (7) "Scored procedure" means a written test, structured 
oral interview, performance test or other selection procedure 
or a combination of such procedures which result in a numberical 
score to which points can be added. 

7. Page 16, following line 25. 
Insert: NE1il SECTION. Section 11. Scored procedures not required. 
~othing in this part requires a public employer to use a scored 
?rocedure or a combination of scored procedures for selecting 
a person in an initial hiring. 
Renumber: subsequent sections 

8. Page 22, following line 13. 
Insert: NE\'i SECTION. Section 18. Appropriation. There is 
appropriated from the general fund to the department of admin­
istration $6,519 during the biennium beginning July 1, 1987, 
for the implementation of this part. 

Insert: NEW SECTION. Section 19. Extention of Authority. Any 
existing authority of the department of administration to make 
rules on the subject of the provisions of this act is extended 
to the provisions of this act. 

Insert: 
and this 

(2) 

NEW SECTION. Section 20. Effective dates. (1) Section 18 
section are effective July 1, 1987. 
Section 1 through 17 and section 19 are effective 
October 1, 1987. 
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