
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
NATURAL RESOURCES CO~lliITTEE 

50TH LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

The meeting of the Natural Resources Committee was called to 
order by Chairman Tom Jones on February 20, 1987, at 1:00 p. 
m. in Room 312 of the State Capitol. 

ROLL CALL: All committee members were present with the 
exception of Rep. Cobb who was excused. 

HOUSE BILL NO. 831: Rep. Gay Holliday, District #3, stated 
this is an act amending laws relating to the Board of Water 
Well Contractors, increasing the compensation for Board 
members to $50 a day, allowing for licensing of monitorinq 
well constructors and water well pump installers requiring 
bonds for monitoring well constructors and water well pump 
installers. She stated she is carrying this bill because 
in her area, this seems to be a concern, and that is why the 
problem is being addressed in this form of a bill. 

PROPONENTS: RICK BRASCH representing the Department of 
Natural Resources submitted a handout (Exhibit 1). He 
stated as many of the committee members remember, in 1985, 
the Legislature transferred the Board of Water Well Con­
tractors to the DNRC for administrative purposes. One of 
the provisions of that statute was that the Board had to 
adopt the minimum, the mandatory minimum water well con­
struction standards by January 1, 1986. The Board did do 
that, and in fact, those rules went into effect on October 
1, 1986. Because of that thrust of those new rules and 
the regulation of the drillers in trying to protect the 
groundwater resource, the Board believes strongly that we 
have to go a little bit further, and find a little bit of 
what is necessary to protect the resource from other as­
pects. Generally, he stated, this is what this bill is 
trying to do, is to expand upon that. 

OPPONE~TS: DOUG DAVIS, President of the Water Well Drillers 
submitted testimony (Exhibit 2). He stated the members of 
the M.W.W.D.A. would like to express some concerns and 
desires on the proposed changes and addition of laws relatinq 
to the Board of Water Well Contractors. First and foremost, 
they would like to see the license bond held down to one 
$4,000 bond. The general consensus regarding licensing pump 
installers and monitor hold constructors positive, but 
hopefully the present water well contractor could obtain 
these additional licenses for a reasonable cost so as not to 
lose some very capable and qualified peop12. 
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FRED BOYCE, a concerned individual, stated he is neither a 
propone~t or a opponent, however, he would like to see some 
amend17lents proposed to the bill, regarding language cover­
ing pump installation. He stated these are merely examples 
of what they have found in working on wells that cause con­
tamination. He wondered if you could try to get a license 
as the bill would be in law, without a grandfather clause. 
He stated this is the only concern he has, and it looks to 
him like this could cause a problem if trying to put it in 
without a grandfather clause, for pump installers. 

NO FURTHER OPPONENTS 

REP. SIMON asked Mr. Davis that he indicated the Water Well 
Contractors Association are opposed to the bill, however, 
he felt Mr. Davis really never indicated why, and wondered 
if it was the grandfather clause they were opposed to. 

MR. DAVIS stated they are already a licensed water well 
contractor, and a lot of the drillers in the State have 
been installing pumps for 15-20 years, and they don't feel 
they should have to have a separate license to do this, 
and they feel this should not be grandfathered for a pump 
installer. 

REP. HARPER asked Mr. Brasch that he is concerned with 
where the responsibility of the person licensed under this 
statute ends, and where the responsibility of a plumber 
begins. 

MR. BRASCH stated he doesn't feel the bill itself clarifies 
this and he thinks what the Board may have to do when they 
go through the rules, is they will have to clarify this 
issue, but he feels it strictly is installing the pumps in 
the wells, and is not the plumbing that goes from the well, 
pumped to the house, because it does not involve this same 
kind of thing. 

REP. HARPER then wondered if, in fact, a plumber could in­
stall these pumps. Mr. Brasch stated yes, they can. 

REP. ADDY asked Mr. Brasch why they don't want to grand­
father these people, stating this seems to be the only 
point of contention here, and he wanted to know their 
rationale for this. 

MR. BRASCH stated he felt this was mentioned before, and he 
stated they don't feel it is really a grandfather statute. 
If you have verification, some procedure that could be im­
plemented for proof, by affidavit or something, then you 
would have some idea that they have actually done the work. 
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REP. S:l:~10N asked Mr. Brasch if this bill is passed, how 
would they prevent abuse to some of these wells, as he had 
heard some horrible stories on incidents that have taken 
place regarding abuse to these wells. 

MR. BRASCH stated that there are several issues there, but 
first of all the bill requires homeowners can go in, in­
stall pumps and drill wells on their own property, but they 
must follow the construction standards. So here, we would 
be talking about enforcement. The drillers and contractors 
were perhaps licensed for someone, but the question is, how 
do you know they are doing what they are suppose to be. 
The way they are doing it at present, is that they are spot 
checking various drillers throughout the state. Presently, 
they are accumulating all the well log reports that the 
drillers are required to provide to the State and to the 
homeowners, and they then review each one of those to see if 
they are generally complying with the minimum construction 
rules. 

In closing, Rep. Holliday stated she helped write this piece 
of legislation two years, and she stated she really wouldn't 
be in favor of any amendments to the bill. She thanked the 
committee for their time and consideration of HB 831. 

HEARING CLOSED ON HB 831. 

HOUSE BILL NO. 831: REP. PAUL RAPP-SVRCEK, District #51, 
stated in background, he told of a trip that he went on with 
Rep. Smith, a trip down the Swan to look at a ti~er sale at 
Plum Creek. Here, Rep. Smith showed him huge decks of timber 
that were stacked very neatly and when he questioned what 
they were, Rep. Smith said they were the tops of the trees 
th~t get burned. He stated there was literally hundreds of 
cords of wood stacked, waiting to be burned. So what this 
bill does, is attempt to try and make use of all that timber 
that is presently being wasted. He then walked the committee 
through the bill, and stated while they are attempting to 
admit companies like Champion and the bigger companies, to 
make slash available, it also, as the bill is written, would 
have impact on a large number of smaller private landowners 
who cut amounts of timber from their own land. He stated he 
hoped the committee would agree that setting up a system such 
as this, would take the pressure off the public lands and 
would go a long way toward more efficient use of this resource. 
However, he stated it is late in the session, and it was his 
feeling to ask the committee to consider this bill in the 
manner in which they have treated the other bills he has 
brought before this committee, in the interest of saving the 
committee's time, and asked the committee to TABLE HB 812. 

HEARING CLOSED ON HB 812. 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 

REP. KADAS moved HB 812 be TABLED, as Rep. Rapp-Svrcek had 
asked them to do. Question was then called, the motion 
CARRIED unanimously. 

Chairman Jones stated since they are waiting for Rep. 
Keenan in order for her to present her bill, they would 
continue with Executive Session. 

HOUSE BILL NO. 645: Rep. Harp moved HB 645 DO PASS. Ren. 
Kadas moved to amend and distributed copies of his amend­
ments (Exhi:)it 3). He stated he felt it was very clear 
from Rep. Brown's testimony the intent of the bill was to 
allow so that the only time the Board reviewed a plan, was 
when the local government disagreed with the plan. But 
that wouldn't eliminate secondary impacts from the scope of 
the plan. He stated what his amendment does, is simply 
clarify the purpose section that the plan would include both 
primary and secondary impacts, and it restricts the Board 
from being involved in the plan until a local government 
says there is a problem. In his questions to Rep. Brown, 
he felt this was his intention, and he thinks it's impor­
tant to that secondary impacts stay in the law as a part 
of something that local governments are allowed to consider 
and he feels his amendments clarify this situation. 

Question was then called on the amendment, the motion 
FAILED unanimously. 

REP. HARPER then proposed a set of amendments and distri­
buted copies to the committee (Exhibit 3a). He then moved 
his amendments and explained that they don't change the 
intent or the effect of the bill at all. There are two 
technical problems in the bill, that he feels need to be 
addressed. One being, there's no way for a local govern­
ment unit that feels they are affected but are not included 
in the plan to even get notification that this is happening. 
There has got to be a method whereby a local government 
unit that might be even closer to the development than the 
developer states in the impact, there has got to be a way 
those people can state they will be affected, more than the 
others, and should be included. The second part being, 
the plan is to be approved without any review by the Board 
and Department, and one of the reasons the Board was set 
up, was to make sure not only that there is a framework to 
hammer out these agreements in, but that the agreements 
would be readable, understandable and enforceable, because 
in many cases, the local governing bodies just don't have 
the resources to make sure that what soulds good in the 
plan, is actually enforceable. He feels putting these 
changes in the bill, will make it much more workable. 



NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
FEBRUARY 20, 1987 
PAGE 5 

Question being called on the Harper amendments, the motion 
CARRIED, with Reps. Simon, Grady, Harp, Cobb, Smith and 
Jones voting NO. 

REP. HARP moved HB 645 DO PASS AS AMENDED. Question being 
called, the motion CARRIED, with Reps. Cohen, Addy, Asay, 
Kadas, Raney, Russell and Strizich voting NO. 

REP. PETERSON moved the Statement of Intent to the bill DO 
PASS. Question was called, a voice vote was taken, the 
motion CARRIED unanimously. 

Rep. Keenan has appeared to present her bill, and Chairman 
Jones closed Executive Session for now. 

HOUSE BILL NO. 830: REP. NANCY KEENAN, District #66, stated 
the bottom line of HB 830 is the public's right-to-know. 
Presently, most small mining preliminary environmental re­
views are confidential. She stated what this bill does is 
provide that all activities conducted subsequent to explor­
ation and other associated facilities, shall be public 
information of the environmental review they are askinq for. 
Presently, if you ask for this review at the Department, 
they will simply give you the name of the company, and per­
hpas the county. If you don't know what impacts it may 
have in your area, we have absolutely no idea of what im­
pact it has to the water, and lakes in the area, and the 
potential for any impacts that may exist in these areas. 
She stated most feel this is a good public policy and a 
"right-to-know" about bill, and she urged the committee to 
pass this bill, reserving the right to close. 

PROPONENTS: GEORGE OCHENSKI representing the Montana 
Environmental Information Center stated MEIC does support 
this bill, because it really is a public policy issue. He 
stated the reason this bill is before you now, has a lot 
to do with some complaints that were received last summer 
in the Sweetgrass Hills, and a mine that was being constru­
cted near Georgetown Lake. He stated near this lake, there 
is a moving water table, and when they dug the pits in this 
high water table area, he called the Department of State 
Lands, and asked if he could be informed about what was in 
fact going on with the pits they were digging. He stated 
the Department offered the name of the company and the 
county of operation and that was all the Department cared 
to offer. He felt this would not help, because he wanted 
to know what was going to be put in the pits, and the 
Department would not release this information. So, he 
feels this bill will heLp to serve as a public policy bill, 
stressing the need for the public's right-to-know. He 
urged the committee's passage of this bill. 
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OPPONENTS: GARY LANGLEY, Executive Director, Montana Mining 
Association stated they do oppose this bill. He stated 
there is actually a good reason for this law to be on the 
books, and that is when a company applies for an exploration 
license, the environmental review has to be released before 
they can get the license. The environmental review tells 
exactly where the company is operating, exploring and what 
it's looking for. This would allow them to come in and 
obtain an exploration license in the same area the first 
company is exploring. Once the company applies for an 
operating permit, there is sufficient opportunity for the 
public then to be involved in the process, and that is when 
the public rightfully should be notified in the process. 

ART WITTICH representing Western Energy Company, stated there 
is some confusion about the bill, and as Rep. Keenan stated, 
it does only apply to small miners, however, as stated on 
page 1, line 13, it presently reads "information from small 
miners and applications for exploration license are confi­
dential." These exploration licenses can also come from 
large miners, like Western Energy. They have no problem 
with the public having environmental information, but there 
is a fine line between environmental information and geolo­
ical information. His company has spent considerable sums 
of money in exploration and he feels this can be compromised 
if this bill passes. 

MIKE MICONE representing the Western Environmental Trade 
Association stated they do oppose this bill and he believes 
the concerns that have been raised by the proponents are 
important concerns, but feels they are concerns that are 
being addressed by the Department of State Lands already. 
The confidentiality is an important issue for the mining 
industry, and he would agree with Mr. Ochenski, that if the 
committee wishes to consider this matter, it should be put 
into a subcommittee for a study and possibly report back 
in 1989. 

DENNIS HEMMER representing the Department of State Lands 
submitted testimony (Exhibit 4). He stated DSL neither 
supports nor opposes this bill, but consider the following 
information when reviewing the proposed legislation. The 
proposed bill will not provide the public with any infor­
mation about miners who are operating under a Small Miners 
Exclusion Statement. This also basically eliminates the 
confidentiality provisions for any information contained in 
an application for an exploration license. Any and all 
information in the application may be used in the preparation 
of an environmental review. Any information the Department 
determines necessary to prepare the review, ,.,ill then be­
come public information under the terms of the Act. 
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In addition, the $1,000 civil penalty provision for breach­
ing the confidentiality provision, would only be applicable 
for Small Miners Exclusion Statements and for information 
for exploration license that was not included in the en­
vironmental review. 

NO FURTHER OPPONENTS 

REP. GRADY asked Dennis after they have made their initial 
inspection, and then if someone comes in and complains to 
you that he suspects something going on with a particular 
miner, that may affect the water in an area, he wondered 
if DSL could send someone out to investigate this, without 
disclosing this information. 

MR. HEMMER stated they can within certain confines, and in 
the instance that Mr. Ochenski brought up, he did send an 
inspector out who did inspect the area, and he then con­
tacted George, and all he could basically tell him was that 
he did send an inspector out, and they were in compliance 
with the law. On the Small Miner review instance, we can 
go out and take a look at it, however, there, we can only 
look at it from partly over 5 acres, or if they are vio­
lating water quality laws. 

REP. GRADY stated if they are violating one of these things, 
what is the Department's recourse. 

MR. HEMMER stated in the instance of the small miner, at 
that point, he has lost his exclusion and he can be pro­
secuted, both under the Hard Rock Act and under the Water 
Quality Act. In the instance of exploration, he could be 
prosecuted under those acts, and he wasn't quite sure what 
would happen in terms of confidentiality. 

REP. SIMON asked Dennis if DSL had this environmental in­
formation, and if you are already aware of the activities 
already going on in a particular area, and simplY are not 
in the position to disclose it, he would then go further 
and interpret that because you have had someone file the 
necessary documents~ that the Department would then be in 
the position to monitor and keep an eye on that person to 
make sure they are staying within the law with regard to 
their activities and asked Mr. Hemmer if that w.as a fair 
assumption. 

MR. HEMMER stated that is correct, and commented that they 
try their best, and is obviously their goal, to monitor 
these miners to make sure they are in compliance with the 
law. 
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In closing, Rep. Keenan stated once the preliminary review is 
done, this must be released, so that those of us out there 
know what impacts there will be on the environment. She 
emphasized that this is a public policy issue and encour­
aged the committee to at least consider at looking seriously 
at this bill, even though there was a lot of "ha ha" going 
on back and forth. 

HEARING CLOSED ON HB 830. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

HOUSE BILL NO. 770: REP. RUSSELL moved HB 770 DO NOT PASS. 
She stated Indian tribes currently have a good ?rocess 
working with the State of Montana and other entities. She 
thinks we are looking at millions of dollars in expenditures, 
and feels this bill should not pass. 

REP. MEYERS stated he felt what the irrigators were trying 
to accomplish with the bill was simply to get recognition that 
they have an elected representative who would like to be part 
of the associating process, not necessarily as a voting 
member, but in the sense that he be included in the process. 

REP. HARPER stated the Reserved Water Rights Compact Commi­
ssion is doing a ticklish business and everyone understands 
that. They had some success at Fort Peck with the tribes 
there, and he stated this bill seems to spring out of the 
inability of some of the irrigators on the Flathead to even 
be allowed into the meetings. It makes no sense to try and 
draw a commission that covers all these different rights on 
the reservation and still let these people go to court to 
protect themselves, and whatever comes out of those nego­
tiations, it's at that level that it should be handled and 
so, his question to these people was, who is representing 
these people if they are not allowed to be there. 

REP. MEYERS then made a substitute motion to TABLE HB 770. 
Question was then called, the motion CARRIED unanimouslY. 

HOUSE BILL NO. 746: REP. COHEN moved HB 746 DO PASS. He 
also moved the amendments to the bill and asked Hugh to 
explain. Hugh distributed copies of the amendments as 
written into the bill (Exhibit 5). He then went through 
the bill and explained the amendments. 

Question was called on the amendments, the motion CARRIED 
unanimously. REP. ADDY moved HB 746 DO PASS AS AMENDED. 
Question being called, the motion CARRIED unanimously. See 
Standing Committee Report Nos. 1-21. 

HOUSE BILL NO. 830: REP. ADDY moved HB 830 DO PASS; REP. 
PETERSON made a substitute motion that HB 830 DO NOT PASS. 
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REP. HARPER agreed with Rep. Peterson and made a substit­
ute motion to TABLE HB 830. Question being called, the 
motion CARRIED, with Reps. Raney, Russell, Addy and Cohen 
voting ~O. 

HOUSE BILL NO. 831: REP. SMITH moved HB 831 DO PASS. 
REP. KADAS moved to amend HB 831 by deleting subsection 
(a), which would also include renumbering subsequent 
sections. 

DISCUSSION 

REP. HARPER stated by eliminating (a), this would then, in 
essence, say, no one can do this, unless they have two 
years of experience, and asked the committee to correct him 
if he was wrong. The committee agreed, and Rep. Kadas 
moved to correct his amendment by stating, the committee can 
either go with the amendment, or with the amendment and all 
the criteria. Rep. Peterson asked Rep. Kadas if it would 
work by inserting right after subsection (a), "or" and then 
subsection (b). 

HUGH ZACKHEIM, then explained by stating on line 23 after 
sub (a), you could immediately insert (i) and on lines 24, 
following board, put the word "or" and on line 25, strike 
"be" and put" (ii)" and on the followinq page change all 
the subsections, so they would then fall into order as 
being renumbered. 

REP. GRADY then made a substitute motion to TABLE HB 831. 
Question was then called, a roll call vote was taken, the 
motion FAILED on a 9-9 tie vote. 

REP. KADAS then moved the amendment as stated by Hugh, 
stating he feels this does satisfy the grandfather concern 
over the application. It is still in the law that they 
have to meet certain criteria when they install these pumps 
and monitoring wells, and even those different oeople that 
have different criteria, will have to meet the same criteria. 

Ques tion ',vas called on the amendment, the motion CARRIED 
unanimously. REP. ADDY moved HB 831 DO PASS AS AMENDED. 
Question being called, the motion FAILED on a 10-8 roll call 
vote. 

REP. KADAS then made a substitute motion that HB 831 DO NOT 
PASS. and moved to reverse the vote. Question was then 
called on the motion, a voice vote was taken, the motion 
CARRIED unanimously. REP. KADAS moved the Statement of 
Intent for the bill and distributed a copy (Exhibit 6). He 
stated we should at least adopt the Statement of Intent, and 
since the committee has passed HB 831 out as an adverse 
committee report, the S of I will serve to hopefully work 
on the House Floor. 
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Question was then called on the Kadas motion to pass the 
Statement of Intent, the motion CARRIED unanimously. 

ADJOURNMENT: Being no further business to corne before 
the committee, the meeting was adjourned at 2:35 p.m. 

---
9/~ 

~'-=Ch'-~-------=~--
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Inssrt:' ~ach. local t-.oar<l :'Jay establish r~T,lircr.1Dnt.!!J for licenai:lq 
on-site sewage treat=ent 9YSt~'. wi~~in its jurisdiction. 
'I'~~c licon.ing requir"lments :r.a.y .'lpply to all 3ystema or only 
to altdrnative sy.at~ 'muar t!le conditions !.)rovlded for 
in (~1ection 6). 

(2)" 
~~.enwaber: suDaequ.nt fmb8eet1ons 

7. Pag_ l, line 11. 
rolloviD9: "board" 
Insert.: .. it the "!yate~ is ~lUhject to lic(maing requir~enta 

estahlis~cd bl ti'.a local tJOardo 

3. Page 3, line 12. 
Following: "lnard· j 

Insert:'t.tlclt ha.s adopt.ed licensin~J requlr~ents" 

~. Page), line 14. 
F'olloviJlql "juris.Jiction" 
Insert! ~that are subject to licp.nsinq requireMenta" 

FIRST ~.JttITg __ ) reading copy l 
color 
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l~. Pa~e 11 line 16 . 
. 'ltr1~e! " 5 ~ 
IuertJ "7" 

11. P~~. 3, line 17. 
l"ollovinql'", t:1Po" 
In:Jert: "local .. 

12. Fa,. 3, line 20. 
90110w1:1g;' ~ t~P.· 
Insert: ~local" 

11. Page l~ line 24. 
P'ollow lng ~ "3'19 teM$"; 

1!13tJrt:'t,11at r~n1ire 3 liconst! anJ. that ,;}'re" 

.i"a'j8 ", line 7. 
Fo111Y.,ing: ";),,/ tile" 
Insert: lot local ~ 

------
P~·le5 .. line s::-. 
'followin'J! "t;~e" 
Insort:' 10'~31' 

16. ~age 5, ,line ~. 
f'ollo~1nq! .• t.~lt~"· 
I!lgert: "lGC:ll" 

17. Paqe 3, li~e 11. 

13. 

Followinq: 't'1e" 
Insert: ' lo':;~ 1 .. 

?~.'Je 5, 
Strike: 
Iu,3ert: 

linl') 13. 
"(section" (4) 1 
: ["3ection n '4 

I}. P~g~ C, line ,. 
Followia:l: .. r:laintenance, " 
1.lscrt :":liSC!14rqe effluent '1aa1ity," 

n -,ago '-I, 1i:10& 12 through 22. 
Strikes 3ubsection (4) in its entirety 



21. Page 7, lin~s 2 t~rough l~. 
StriP: sect.ions 6 and" in th~lr entirety .. 
Insect: "Section G. ~ltcrnative 9yates:la. (1.) "local ~ard ~ay 

4t1tbor1se t:-.e use of an -11 ternative slstetd ~ur,uant to a 
local ordinance or if thl!! local bO.3rd ;:a.. eatabliz\ed 
l1cI!nsinq !lrocedure8 for such syst.~ uncier the ;"rovillons 
~f [section 1J ..1.n.d if t!loae :>rocedurea are (lor.64~-.if)rt" with 
t;ro~edures :.lUlized bj' t,;}. u.ap4rt~n~ ot health .Jni'l 
anviror .. "!1ental scionces in its eVAluation of al terrustive 
system. ~nder rules im?le~entin9 t~e Sanitation in 
SunJiviaion. Act. 
( ~) The local !-;04rd ahall r.:lq~lre ooni torinq nnd reportin'l bV t~e ovner or o?erator of ;]ny exper~tal alter.1at:ive 
3ystem .0.3 a (..'1..")r1ditlon ~f liconsing, unlesa such iwnit.orinf1 
is i;4Jiil<j CO:ld.tlcte..-..l pursUAnt t.o a raquire::Mtnt. ot t~.e 
~e~artment of health and enviro~ental 5cle3Ces. ~he local 
Aard dhall inspect tlut o~(!r~tion of adch l1c8t'..seci 
experi=ental alternative system as least once iA each of 
t:le firllt ) fears after the C01Imecceaellt of a7.~ operatlcna 
anc ~y revo~a a 11cen3e if the syst~ is ftO~ aeetinq local 
~ritC!ria developed under [section 4) or if the owner or 
operator faila to ~CM.~ll wi~~ conditions of the licenae. 
(3) The local board ~ay not license an Alternative syatea 
at a. sita t1:~.1t JO\lS not cO:lfor!! to ti,. standard. for the 
3itin'J of a conventi\lnall 31st. ~.1nder the rules adopt.ed 
hy the ce~ar~ent of ~~alth ~nd Qnvironaentsl seiene •• 
to i;;.:plemirl:lt t:1e Sal1i~4tion in Su}:\,'ivision. Act# ~Jnl~!ls 
t:le alte.rnat:lv9 syst.em is being in.:>tltlled as an effoctivt,1 
rc:)lac~rocnt for a l~sB efft.~ctive convantional syste:a at 
'Such a .:lite. 

50ction 7. :~a14t.ion of local authority to d~p~rt"l}~nt of 
~ealth ~nd ~nv1ro~~ental ~~ienee.. ~he authority qrant~t 
to <1 local board. nr local !Jvvornaent. !.lnder [sections 1 
thro~~h 7J is suppl~ntAl to and is not intended to 
conflict witb or overrido the aut...hority of the department 
of :1;;.:ilth an~ env1roru.entill sciences in htplementing t:le 
~anitation in Subdivisions Act." 
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~ do not pass 
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EXH:s:r 

Q,LI,TE-2 ·20:.B7 __ 

DETAILED INFORI".ATION ON HOUSS BILL 831 
H B .. _~_.a I ____ ~~_c 

REV IS IONS IN BOARD OF WATER viELL CONTRACTORS LAW 

February 20, 1987 

Section 1 amends secticn 3i-43-101 to require licensing by 

the Board of Water Well Contractors of those persons who install 

monitoring wells or install p~7.ping equipment in wells. The 

Board feels poor pump installation and poor monitoring well 

installation practices create a potential threat to the 

groundwater resources and the public health, welfare, and safety 

if net carried out properly. 

Current law appears to require a water well contractor's 

license for the installation of monitoring wells. The board 

recognizes there are qualified individuals, other than water 

well contractors, who install monitoring wells, but could not 

meet the requir~~ents needed to secure a water well contractor's 

license. This amen~~ent allows the Board to issue a separate 

license for individuals who install monitoring wells. 

Improper installa tion of pumping equipment can resul t in 

problems ranging from contamination of the well to rendering the 

well unusable. For example, installation of a pump whose 

pumping capacity exceeds what the well can deliver can result in 

burned out pumps, silting in of the well, and other problems. 

Other examples of potential problems include cutting the access 

port for pump wires too large, thereby providing an avenue for 

contaminates to enter the well. In the opinion of the board, 

1 



OA{ :::_ .. . ~.l-O '87 
the proc_,=::,.o: that can arise because of i2prope!:' pt.:..-:Lp18 J3~.L_ .. -.. - .... 

installa~~~n present a strong justification for assuring 

competenc~- of PCr:'.P installers through a 1 icensing progran. 

Sectior. 2 ar..ends section 37-43-102, "Definitions". The 

eef ini ti on of "apprentice water well driller" has teen addee for 

, . - . .' c ... arltlca-;::~r... The eefinition allows a contractor t~ e2ploy 

ir..d:'..vid'..!als as he].pers, viho are not involved in the act:lal 

drilling work ane are not considered to be apprentices. 

"Honi torin; 'I'1ell" is der ir:ed to cist:inguish i:et'tleen _ 

~onitoring well and a water well. " '1 . . ' , 1 ..0 nl. t: 0 r 1. n 9 w e.l. _ 

constructor" is cefinee to distinguish between individuals who 

insta:l monitoring wells and those who install water wells. 

I1Pump equipment" is defined, as is "PU::lP installer". These 

definitions help clarify who needs a license to install pumping 

equipment. 

The ce~inition of "water well contractor" and "water well 

driller" ccntain minor changes to clarify that a contractor's or 

driller' 3 license is not only requi:ed fer constructing the 

well, but also for altering or rehabilitating a well. 

Section 3 amends section 37-43-201 to require election of a 

chairman and vice-chair~an each year. This is to insure an 

annual el ection of off ice rs so that any Board chai rman does not 



E;"r'.':': I 

DA I~_ ?:~?O· 87 
Y8~L ___ ~. __ 

co~tinue t8 serve i~ that position for an indefinite ~eriod of 

tir.1e wit::c'..!:. an election. The section also changes the board 

member cc:-:-:t:ensation from $20 to $50 per day. Several sessions 

ago, all other licensing Board members were given compensation 

of $50 per day. The Board of Nate: Well Contractors was net 

included in the bill because they were undergoing sunset revieHi 

thus their conpensa~~on was r.eve~ 
. ~ 2ncreasec. 

Section 4 a:Jencs section 37-43-202 to allow the Boara to 

establ ish rul es for installa ti on of pl1':lpi ng eq uipment and 

provides a date of Jan uary 1, 1989 for the beard to adopt .... \,-ne 

rul es. It also provides that the board will adopt rules for the 

construction, use, and abandonrnent of moni toring \-.'el1s by 

January 1, 1989. The section allowing the board to establish 

training pro gr arr;s has been ar..ended to incl u de appren t.: ce s, 

contractors, p~mp installers, and r.1onitoring well constructors. 

Intent was implied in the current law. This amen~~ent leaves no 

doubt that the training program can apply to all categories of 

licensees. 

Other 21nor changes to include pl1~p installers and 

monitorins 'tiell constructors under the licensi.ng and enforcenent 

provisions were made to assure consistency. 

Section 5 awends section 37-43-203 to allow the Board to 

take disciplinary action against persons who install pumping 

equipment or install monitoring wells without a license. 

3 
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DA TE __ '?' '20.97 

~3 .. e3'- .. ___ _ 
Sec~:~~ 6 ar..e~ds section 37-43-301 to resuire lice~sed 

persons tc be in charge of the water well construction or 

installation of ptJTi1_ping equifment. It also requires that the 

licensee contractor be the individual who contracts for the 

firm. These provisions are to freve~t unlicensed persons frc~ 

operatir.g \vell drilling or pt.:.":1p i!'.st::..llation businesses without 

proper licensure and bonding. 

~ect' .J..~on -I ~-•• ·~.~.c-s ~~c~_ion 3-1-43-302 7v~ r~l~l' r~ Monirorl'-~ 
- "'" - - - '- - '- '-~... - '- ." • - '- H'::; 

v;~ll constructors and pU::lP installers tc have a license. It 

also cor.tains an a::-.e:1c:llent to a11m.; W2.ter ',vell contractors to 

drill wells without a driller l s license, if they have a 

contractor's license. It is not necessary for one individual to 

carrj both a driller's and contractor's li:ense. An ~~endr..ent 

is included to exempt individuals who drill their own well _r 

install his own pu.~ping equipment from liCensing requirements of 

the Board. Those individuals must still obtain a permit from 

'\-, t. .. e board, a sis now r eq ui red. Both pLT..p and well installa tion 

will be required to meet the minimlli~ sta:1dards set by the 

Board. ;':hEe it appears that only the landowner himself would 

be affected by improper construction of his own well, it is 

possible for him to create problems (i.e., contamination) for 

adjacent well owners obtaining water from the same aquifer. 

Section 8: Section 37-43-303 "Application Fee," is amended 

to require compliance with licensing procedures for well 

construction, including alteration or rehabilitation of wells. 
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0/\1": __ ... 2.:?-9 ·e-
It also r2::;:·,::,l.r~s pl.::::p installers ar:c i:",or:itoring well ~8~ea ..... "I ____ _ 

construc::.:)rs to have a license. .lIol1 t~ese areas must be covered 

by lice~sure to adequately protect the ground water resources 

and the Fu::lic. 

Section 9 repeals section 37-43-304 \.;hich t:ro\'iced for a 

temporary license until the applicant could take an exa~. 

Because exa~s are given every week cay at dif~erent locations in 

the sta te, no ter: .. porary permi t r.as e'ler been iss ued and the 

section should ce repealed. 

Section 10 ar:len-:::s 37-43-305, "Exar:lir:ations and 

Qualifications," to spell OLlt the re-:;uire:nents for water well 

contractors, water well drillers, pump installers, and 

monitoring well constructors. These are very specific to eaC!1 

category of licensure. Under the current laH, the sa.'11e 

qualifications are required for contractors and drillers, even 

though several are excessive for the driller licensee. Those 

excessive criteria which apply to drillers are therefore 

repe alec. 

Sectio~ 11 auends 37-43-306 to require bonding for 

installers of ilionitoring wells and punping equip~ent. 

Honi tor ir:9 iVell constructor s and pump installer s woul d be 

required to provide a $4,000 bond. If an individual is licensed 

in more than one category, only one $4,000 bond is required. 

5 
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Sec:.:::::-:. 12: Section 37-43-307, ".:l.!"'.nual Re!"le~yals, II is 

amended to i~clude p~p installers and monitoring well 

constructors in the reinstatement procedures for licensure after 

fail ur e to rene',l. 

Sect i on 13 ru-nencs 37 -43 -3 08, "Rec: pr oci ty, II to add Pt.:::'.p 

installers and water well drillers to the reciprocity 

provisions. The provision currently applies to water well 

contractors only. This section states the board may waive the 

appr enti ce sh i? ar~d exam req ui re::lent s for individual slice nsed in 

states with 2.t least equal re-·:.:~ire!":':en-:s. Bes2..t.:se t.he 

reaui re.:-:"Ients for r.:oni tor inc Iyell constructors varv greatlv frc:! 
~ - -. 

state to state, r:o reciprocity is bei:-.; sranted for this class 

of lice!"lsees. 

Section 14 auends 37-43-312 to add altering or 

rehabilitating of wells, installation of monitoring wells and 

pL:"."1'lping ec;uipment witho'..:t licensure to the penalty provision of 

the 1 a'tl. 

Section 15 ruuends 37-43-401 - no action or counterclaim to 

be maintained except by licensee - by adding water well 

drillers, plli~p installers, and monitoring well constructors to 

this section. 



DATE. ___ ... Z· 2.0.:..~-' 
HB_£'~#,_. ___ ~. 

Sec'::c:-: 16 c..-:'.erlcs 37-43-402 - "Conpletion of contra.c':ors by 

successor in interest of licensee" to add water well drillers, 

plir..p ins~allers and monitoring well constructors to this 

Section 17 is a new section which provides for initial 

licensu:-e as a pUl:tp insta.ller. Even though exaI:1.ination is 

r~uired, this section provides a IT':ethod for licensing of those 

individuals who are installirlg pu.-nping equipment at this time. 

These indi'liduals will not ta.ve to serve an apprenticeship. 

Section 18 is a ne'tl sect.ion vihich provides a method of 

licensing persons who are currently installing monitoring 

wells. Because of the specialized skills required to properly 

const.ruct monitoring wells, no license will be issued without 

the successful completion of an examina tion specific to 

monitoring well installation. 

Section 19 is a new section which provides that a licensed 

monitoring well constructor must be physically present during 

the construction of the monitoring well to supervise the work. 

Sect.ion 20 provides an extension of authority for rule 

making. 

Section 21 contains codification instructions. 

Section 22 provides an effective date of July 1, 1987. 

7 



To: Board of Wate~ ~e:~ Contr!cters 

DATE-._UQo87 

!-lA_SSl 

- The members c: :~e M.W.W.D.A. would like to expI·~s some concerns and cesires on 

t;;e proposed c::a::Ges and addition of laws rel:\tin,:~ to the Board of Water W"!ll Contrgctors. 

First ar.j f~rc~ost y~ wculd like to see the license tond held dcwn to one $4,000. 

bcr.d. Discu~sicns at our conve::t!on this week indic3ted that raising this bend would 

be c~tri~ent~l to the sm!ll contractor ar.d even many larger ccntractcrs In depressed 

tte!.r average c~st of a 'flel: last few ye!!"~;, 

e~d fcu~d i~ to ~e ccns~der~bly '.sa t~an $h ~nn nn -- ....... ;. ., .... I'v·..;.vv. Doc~entation o~ this can ce 

providec if necessa::-y. 

TZle general cons ens L:.S re6'..l3.rdir:,g lie ens in? "911:;:) ins tellers and men!. tor hole 

constructors .;as ;csitive, but r..cpefully the prese:;.t Water Well Contrsct.:lr could obtain 

~ these additional licenses for a re2sonable cnst so as not to lose some very capable 

-

and qualifie6 reQple. 

Our members h ,ve no problem with rasing tr.e -:ompen::;at:'::n for bea::-d me:n':::ers as 

we greatl] appreCiate all their efforts thro~gh the taxtng times of the previous year. 

In closi~ig tol!! \iould. like ~o say that no O:le has stronger co::cer::s over the protection 

of the quality of ground water in the state o~ Montena than cur members, as we work 

with it e~~::-y day. We ~=n't want to leave the impression that we are trying to feather 

our ewn ·nests", but 2:S0 verJ strongly want to convey that our members are the most 

q~al!fied, conscie~~!ous, and capable greu, for constructing any type of wells, bere 

holes, or handl::'.~ of pumping equipment. 

We appreciate y~ur keepi:;.g our thoughts in mind when making decisions reguarding 

the preducers ar:d :t::':)tectors of our ground water supply. 
(I 

New Board Members: 
Kevin Haggerty 
Doug Davis 
~red Boyce 
Fa~ By:::-ne Jr. 
Bob Chamberlin 
Bill Lake 
Curt Schelle 

Respe,:!ti vely, 

--Doug Dav~.s~ ./ /" .... J t:.,--. ;'-j ( 
{//"-'/~{c:c-;; yzc:.t.t.I----
~ / 

President 
Montana Water Well Drillers Association 
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?resident Fre~ 30yc~ opened t~~ meeti~g. Secret3ry Y.~vin Haggerty read the 
minates from the l~26 business meeti~g and the curr~nt Fi~anc~al Statement. 

Ro:-:. Guse fro:: t::e D:r?C g~';~ a report from the Shte Board of Water T,ojell 
Contr3ctors. (co~y enclo3ed at the back of these mi~utes) There was a question 
and answer :ber:'~j follo'.iing Ron's report. Terry Lindsay wanted clarification 
o~ there bein~ 3 seperate licenses. Fred Eoyce said a person in charge o~ a 
~onitoring operation would need the license. Fred also relayed that in North 
Dakota c~utractors with a well license did not ne~d a sep~rate license to instlll 
p'.l:':;:s, cut the!":! is a sepe::'ate license to cover others. 

Rc~ Hiddleston N,f~A represe~~itive, s~~gested the posibile gr3ndfat~~~i~g 
of tt!se licenses. 

Bob Chamberlin brought u? a point of whether a f~P installer's license would 
b~ indi~idual or a c~~pany lioense. 

Ron Guse suggested fee's be adjusted for contr~ctcrs with more than one license. 
Discussion t~o~ p13c~ on raising the bcnd from $4c:J to $8000. Fred brought 

up t~e pDi~: that average costs fell below this $4060 level.-
tia~~ Cutt:er ex~lained how the board could g~t paj~e~t from the bond to t~e 

c~st:=er. :ed Eenes stated that a contractors product liability insur~nce c:vers 
t~s custc~er also. 

~es Li3dsay g~~e a briefin; en t~! bill so Wate::, Well drillers could write 
s;ec:'ficatio!ls fo::- P.:.blic wells. If the bill goes t::r:mgh drillers wishing to do 
this will have to be~:~e ce::,tified by the board. 

tcug Davis lr.oved the mee-:ing be adjourned, Larry Eond ~econded. 

Fred opened the rr.eeting a:'ld introduced Dan Ruff from the suppliers di'lision. 
Dan gS'-:e a r11:1 aO"Nn on the upcoming eye~ts of the conventi·Jn. He listed the 
suppliers present a:1d t:-.eir board members. 

The Keynote s~eaker was H.E. McBride who spoke on the economy and what can be 
done a:out it. 

RO:1 Hiddleston from the rr~~A gave a talk 0:1 Ha3ardous Waste Drilling. He had 
lots of suggestions for drillers interested in dcing this type of wcrk. 

Mo'iIlD.4. EUSI~iESS ME:T::rG FEBRUARY c:: 
/ , 

Questions on ~ro;csed legislation were dir~cted to Wes Lindsay. 
a moticn for a letter to be written to Helena requesting to keep the 
Gil Lautt seconded and the motion passed by a majority. 

A vote was t~ken ~or those in favor of a Pump Installers license. 
There was SC::le r;:~re discussion on monitorir.g and insurance. 

Meetin; was adjourned 

AFTERNOON r.fEETDm 

Ke::l Beven made 
bond at $4000. 

23 for 3 opposed 

Fred opened the meeting cy inforning the membership of who the outgoing directors 
were. Fred Boyce, Larry Bond, Kevin Haggerty, Pat Byrne. 

New directors elected are Pat Byrne, Fred Boyce, Kevin Haggerty, Curt Schelle. 
The new President: Doug Davis VP: Kevin !-Iag~erty Sec: Pat Byrne 
Hold over directors: Bob Chamberlin, Dong Davis, Bill Lake 



proPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HB 64] 
REP. KADAS 

1. Title, line 6. 
Following: "PEOPLE" 
Strike: "DlRECI'LY" 

2. Page 5, line 8. 
Following: line 7 
Strike: "directly related to" 
Insert: "into" 

3. Page 5, line 10. 
Following: 1~:i:eR" 

DATE ___ 220 '81 
;1a_~_. 

Insert: "roany tirres larger than the number of people directly 
involved in the mining operation" 
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proPOSED AMENDMENTS ro HB 64S 
REP. HARPER 

1. 

1. Page 8. 
FollCMing: line 3 
Insert: "(5) An affected local goverrurent unit that has not been 
identified in an irrpact plan submitted to the board as being likely 
to experience increased capital and operating costs for providing 
services which can be expected as a result of the develq:mmt nay 
object to the impact plan under the provisions of this section." 
Renumber: subsequent subsections 

2. Page 10, line 25. 
FollCMing: "under" 
Strike: "subsection" 
Insert: "subsections" 

3. Page 11, line 1. 

II. 

FollCMing: page 10 
Insert: "and (6)" 

1. Page 8, line 15. 
FollCMing: "approved" 
Strike: "without any review" 

2. Page 8, line 16. 
FollCMing: "board" 
Insert: ", subject only to a technical review for clarity and 
enforceability of the plan" 



Statement of Intent 
HB645 -- Representative Dave Brown 

February 16, 1986 

A statement of intent is required for this bill in order to clarifv 
the role of the hard-rock mining irtpact board. The amendments to ~ 
section 3 of this bill are designed to ensure that the board is not 
involved in reviewing the plan unless objections are filed uncer 
90-6-307 or amendments are sought under 90-6-311. 

The amendment of section 8.104 .203A, Administrative Rules of 
Montana, does not indicate a legislative intent to define population 
changes associated with a rnineral developrrent. This matter should be 
determined by the mineral developer and the affected local goverI1I'P.er'.ts. 
The amendment further indicates that the legislature desires that the 
hard-rock mining impact board should not influence this determination by 
enacting rules on matters that should be the product of discussions 
between the mineral developer and the affected local governments, e.'<:cept 
when the board is required to address impact plan concerns during the 
objections and amendment processes. 

This bill also attempts to stress the cooperative role of the 
mineral developer and the affected local governments in formulating the 
irrpact plan. The impact plan, as a result, should reflect the concerns 
and agreements among these entities. Furthermore, to ensure public 
involvement in the planning process, a mandatory public hearing is 
required. 



4 EXHIBIT ______ .-_ .. _,_ 

DATE_~ 2Q.'.8}_~~ 
1-18. 930 ___ ~~ ___ -_ 

TESTIMONY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE LANDS 

HOUSE BILL 830 

February 20, 1987 - 12:00 P.M. 

The Department of State Lands neither supports nor opposes House Bill 
830, but suggests that the Committee consider the following information 
when reviewing the proposed legislation. 

This proposed legislation will not provide the public with any 
information about miners who are operating under a Small Miners Exclusion 
Statement. Small miners are exempt from the requirements of the Metal Mine 
Reclamation Act pursuant to 82-4-305. This means that there is no state 
action by the Department and the provisions of the Montana Environmental 
Policy Act do not apply. Therefore, there is no environmental review. 

This proposed legislation basically eliminates the confidentiality 
provisions for any information contained in an application for an explora­
tion license, Any and all information in the application may be used in 
the preparation of an environmental review. Any information the Department 
determines necessary to prepare the review will then become public 
information under the terms of the Act. 

In addition, the $1,000 civil penalty provisions for breaching the 
confidentiality provision of 82-4-306 would only be applicable for Small 
Miners Exclusion Statements and for information in an application for 
exploration license that was not included in the environmental review. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 
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p
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 p
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c
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c
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c
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c
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c
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e
 

c
o

s
ts

 
o

f 
re

v
ie

W
in

g
 

li
c
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c
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c
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c
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lo
c
a
l 

b
o

a
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c
o

n
d

u
c
ts

 
o

n
-
s
it

e
 

in
s
p

e
c
ti

o
n

s
 

o
r 
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s
ts
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~
{
l
)
T
h
e
 

lo
c
a
l 

b
o

a
rd

 
s
h

a
ll

 
s
e
t 

th
e
 

te
rm

 
o

f 
th

e
 

li
c
e
n

s
e
. 

a
s
 

fo
ll

O
W

S
: 

(
a

)
 

fo
r 

c
o

n
v

e
n

ti
o

n
a
l 

s
y

s
te

m
s
 

o
r 

s
ta

n
d

a
rd

 
a
lt

e
r
n

a
ti

v
e
 

s
y

s
te

m
s
, 

th
e
 

b
o

a
rd

 
m

ay
 
s
e
t 

a 
te

rm
 
o

f 
n

o
t 

le
s
s
 

th
a
n

 
5 

y
e
a
rs

 

a
n

d
 

n
o

t 
m

o
re

 
th

a
n

 
2

S
 

y
e
a
rs

. 
W

it
h

in
 

th
e
s
e
 

li
m

it
s
, 

th
e
 

b
o

a
rd

 

m
a
y

, 
fo

r 
th

e
 

p
u

rp
o

s
e
 

o
f 

p
ro

te
c
ti

n
g

 
p

u
b

li
c
 
h

e
a
lt

h
 

o
r 

th
e
 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e
n

t,
 

s
e
t 

d
if

f
e
r
e
n

t 
li

c
e
n

s
e
 

te
rm

s 
b

a
se

d
 

o
n

 
s
y

s
te

m
 

lo
c
a
ti

o
n

 
o

r 
s
y

s
te

m
 

ty
p

e
. 

(b
) 

fo
r 

th
e
 

in
it

ia
l 

li
c
e
n

s
in

g
 

o
f 

an
 

e
x

p
e
ri

m
e
n

ta
l 

a
lt

e
r
n

a
ti

v
e
 

s
y

s
te

m
, 

th
e
 

b
o

a
rd

 
m

u
st

 
s
e
t 

a
n

 
in

it
ia

l 
li

c
e
n

s
e
 

te
rm

 
o

f 
3 

y
e
a
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u

b
je

c
t 

to
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v

ie
w

 
a
n

d
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v

o
c
a
ti

o
n

 
a
s
 

, 
p

ro
v

id
e
d

 
in

 
(s

e
c
ti

o
n
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T
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m
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fo
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li

c
e
n

s
e
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n

e
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r 
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x

p
e
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e
n
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l 

a
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e
r
n
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ti

v
e
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st

e
m

s 
m

u
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b

e
 

s
e
t 

in
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e
 

m
a
n

n
e
r 

p
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v
id

e
d
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r 
c
o

n
v

e
n
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o

n
a
l 

s
y

s
te

m
s
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S
e
c
ti

o
n
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C

r
it

e
r
ia
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r 
re

v
ie

w
 

o
f 
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c
e
n

s
e
 

a
p

p
li

c
a
ti

o
n

s
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s
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b
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s
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c
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v
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o
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c
e
n

s
e
 
a
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p
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a
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e
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e
n

t 

s
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T
h
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c
r
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r
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n
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o
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c
t 
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u
n

d
 

a
n
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s
u
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a
c
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w
a
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q

u
a
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n

d
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d
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o

n
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c
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r
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c
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o
p
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o

n
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n

d
 
d

e
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n
 
s
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a
n

d
 
c
h

a
r
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c
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r
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c
s
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s
y

s
te

m
 
m

a
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n

a
n

c
e
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a
n

d
 
m
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a
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o

f 

a
d

v
e
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e
 

e
f
f
e
c
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o

n
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e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e
n

t 
o

r 
p

u
b
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c
 

h
e
a
lt

h
, 
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c
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d
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g
 

c
u

m
u
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ti

v
e
 
e
f
f
e
c
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h

e
 

lo
c
a
l 

b
o

a
rd

 
m
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a
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a
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t 
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c
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T

h
e
 

lo
c
a
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b
u
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m
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o

n
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u
c
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s
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e
c
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o
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r 
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v
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c
e
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a
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n
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(3
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U
p

o
n

 
re

v
ie

w
 

o
f 

s
u

c
h
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a
ti

o
n

 
a
n

d
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d
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a
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d
 

a
s
 

n
e
c
e
s
s
a
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p
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t 

w
a
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q

u
a
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p
u

b
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h
e
a
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h
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o
r 
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n

v
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o
n

m
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e
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c
a
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o
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m

ay
 

im
p
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p
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c
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o
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g

e
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n
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a
s
 

a 
c
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c
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b
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p
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e
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a
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v
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y
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(1
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A

 l
o

c
a
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b
o
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d
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h

e 
u
s
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o
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e
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a
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v
e
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 o

n
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f 
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e 

b
o
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d

 h
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e
st

a
b
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e
d
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n
g

 p
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ce
d

u
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ch
 s

y
s
t
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~
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u
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d
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h

e
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v
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n
s 

o
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o

n
 3

1 
an

d 
if

 t
il

os
e 

p
ro

ce
d

u
re

s 
a
re

 c
o

n
si

st
e
n

t 
w

it
l1

 p
ro

ce
d

u
re

s 
u
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li

z
e
d

 b
y 

th
e 

d
ep

ar
tm

en
t 

o
f 

h
e
a
lt

h
 a

nd
 e

n
v

ir
o

n
m

en
ta

l 
sc

ie
n

ce
s 

in
 i
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ev
al

u
at

io
n

 o
f 

a
lt

e
rn

a
ti

v
e
 s

y
st

em
s 

u
n

d
er

 r
u

le
s 

im
pl

em
en

ti
ng

 t
h

e 
S

a
n

it
a
ti

o
n

 i
n

 S
u

b
d

iv
is

io
n

s 
A
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. 

(2
) 

T
he

 l
o

c
a
l 

b
o

ar
d

 s
h

a
ll

 r
eq

u
ir

e 
m

o
n

it
o

ri
n

g
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p

o
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in
g

 b
y 

th
e 
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r 
o
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o

p
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o
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o
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p
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l 

a
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e
rn

u
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v
e
 s

y
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a 
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n

d
it

io
n

 
o

f 
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c
e
n

si
n

g
, 

u
n

le
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 s
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h 
m

o
n

it
o

ri
n

g
 i

s
 b

ei
n

g
 c

o
n

n
u

ct
ed

 p
u
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u

an
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to
 a

 
re

q
u
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en
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o
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th
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50th Legislature 

STATEMENT OF ~NTENT 

~ Bill No. ~ 

b 
,?"20"67 

~L ___ . __ 
LC 1230 

A statement of intent is required for this bill because it 

requires the board of water well contractors to adopt rules to 
implement the provisions of this act. 

This bill authorizes the board to license and provide 
training for persons construct~ng monitoring wells and to adopt 
rules regarding the construction, use, and abandonment of 

monitoring wells. The board's present jurisdiction is over wells 
intended for the location, diversion, artificial recharge, or 
acquisition of ground water. This bill is intended to clarify 
that the board's jurisdiction extends to wells that monitor 
ground water movement and quality. Monitoring wells can affect 
the ground water resource no less than production wells, and the 
increased use of monitoring wells requires that the board certify 
monitoring well constructors and adopt rules for monitoring well 
construction. 

This bill also authorizes the board to license and provide 
training for water well pump installers and to adopt rules 
regarding pump installation. In addition to protection for well 
owners, the board shall address impacts on the ground water 
resource resulting from improper pump installation. For example, 
contaminants can enter a well through access ports, adapter 
seals, pump discharge lines, and electrical connections. 

In adopting rules to implement this act, the board shall 
conform to any national standards regarding pump installation and 
monitoring wells and shall review standards adopted by other 

states. 
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