
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

50TH LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

February 5, 1987 

The meeting of the Judiciary Conunittee was called to order 
by Chairman Earl Lory on February 5, 1987, at 8:00 a.~. in 
Room 312 D of the State Capitol. 

ROLL CALL: All members were present. 

HOUSE BILL NO. 262: Rep. Bradley, District 79, sponsor, 
stated that this bill sets up a hearsay exception for use in 
court in cases of sexual molesting of children. The child 
must be under the age of 10 and if it were to be admissible, 
the judge would make a written finding based on the evi­
dence. This bill tr ies to protect the chi ld. When this 
situation arises, the court is dealing with a very young 
child who is incompetent to be a witness, that is, the child 
would have forgotten the events, would be too young to 
understand a logical train of events throughout the time and 
would not understand the meaning of giving the truth or some 
such situation. The child is just not a proper witness. 
This lets a case go forward when otherwise it m} .. ght not. 
Exceptions already in existence will not work in this 
particular situation. She submitted several articles for 
the record. (Exhibit A-H) . 

PROPONENTS: MIKE MCGRATH, Lewis and Clark County Attorney, 
explained that the problem is that the standard rules of 
evidence court procedures are not designed for children 
witnesses and are not designed for children that are victims 
of crime. Under the present law, unless there is specific 
exception, hearsay evidence is not admissible. The inci­
dence of sexual abuse of young children has increased 
dramatically in recent years. Statistics show that there 
has been a 200% increase in the reporting of sexual abuse 
since 1976. By 1980, there were 25,000 reported cases 
annually. A substantial number of cases are never reported; 
estimates of the actual incidence vary from 100,000 to 
500,000 per year. Often the child victim's out-of-court 
statements constitute the only proof of the crime of sexual 
abuse. Despite the importance of cross-examination, excep­
tions to the hearsay rule have long existed in evidentiary 
law. He urged adoption for this law and submitted an 
excerpt from the Kansas Supreme Court opinion. (Exhibit I) . 

SANDY ASHLY, works for the Mental Health Center in the 
sexual assault treatment program, pointed out that children 
are not little adults. Sexual abuse is an extremely 
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overwhelming experience and it makes it 
the chi Id to talk about. The passage 
allow us to be more effective in our 
support of this bill. 

very difficult for 
of this bill will 

work. She urged 

MARY PETERSON, Social Worker, representing herself, stated 
that she supports the bill because it provides protection 
for children that presently they are denied. This bill also 
protects future victims. She submitted written testimony. 
( Exh ib i t J). 

JOHN NADSEN, Department of SRS, stated that the State of 
Montana needs laws like this passed. 

W. L. BENNATT, went on record in support of this bill. 

There were no further proponents and no opponents. 

QUESTIONS (OR DISCUSSION) ON HOUSE BILL NO. 262: Rep. 
Rapp-Svrcek asked Mr. McGrath if the child or parent goes 
into the judge's chambers once there is hearsay that needs 
to be disclosed. Mr. McGrath stated that it depends on the 
circumstances but if the circumstances are highly reliable, 
the judge would question the witnesses and the court would 
make a finding stating that the child is unable to testify. 
The jury is instructed that it is hearsay evidence and they 
would examine the weight of that hearsay. Rep. Rapp-Svrcek 
then clarified that the judge decides when the child is 
unable to testify and makes a written finding; does he then, 
inform the jury of what the child has told him. Mr. McGrath 
stated that the parent's testimony is admissible and that is 
the hearsay. Rep. Meyers asked Mr. McGrath if video tapes 
can be used under the present law. He stated that this law 
could change that. In 1979, the legislature passed a law 
allowing video tapes to be used in court as testimony. The 
tape cannot be allowed unless the defendant and the defen­
dant's lawyer had the opportunity at the time the tape was 
made, to be present and to cross-examine the child. 

Rep. Addy stated, this is legislation that troubles him and 
he asked Mr. McGrath about the 24th exception to the hearsay 
rule, and quoted it, "a statement not specifically covered 
by any of the foregoing exceptions but having comparable 
circumstantial guarantees of trustworthiness". He could not 
understand why that does not give him (the county attorney) 
enough authority to do what he is asking for in this bill. 
Mr. McGrath said that it could, it is possible and there are 
other states that have done that. He also stated that this 
bill addresses the problem and provides some specific 
guidelines including the requirements of written findings 
and that is why he prefers this bill. Rep. Addy stated that 
this is what bothers him about the bill, because you already 
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have the authority that you are asking for and it seems that 
the purpose of this bill is to make sure that judges will 
allow that testimony in evidence. It is aimed at somebody 
who is accused of the crime of child abuse and gives them a 
lesser set of constitutional guarantees then somebody who is 
accused of another crime. Mr. McGrath stated that what they 
are trying to identify is not the crime but the victir.1. 
Rep. Addy pointed out that it is a tremendous temptation and 
almost impossible to screen out feelings and he cannot 
imagine a judge in front of a father or mother saying he 
will not let the parents tell that to the jury. Rep. 
Bradley pointed out that judges do not like to be reversed 
and they will be very careful in letting something go to the 
jury and they will have the responsibility on their 
shoulders if they do not make the case. Rep. Addy wondered 
if it is true that children 10 years old do not have enough 
knowledge about sexual matters to lie about them. He is not 
sure that is true. Mr. McGrath· gave some examples of recent 
cases he had handled and sometimes there are not sufficient 
guarantees of trust-worthiness to allow statements. Ms. 
Ashley stated that there are studies being conducted now on 
this issue and about 5% of the stories being told are not 
true and those are happening in two situations, one being 
where there is a teenage girl who has been molested before 
and another time in a child custody suit. There are common 
patterns and now that there has been enough research done in 
the area of sexual abuse, we know what the patterns are. 
Rep. Addy questioned Ms. Ashley on the age of ten and 
wondered if the age should be lowered. She felt that ten 
years old should be kept in the bill. 

Rep. Mercer stated that in the normal hearsay exceptions, 
they are to protect one person and that is the defendant and 
in this kind of case he is not so concerned about the 
defendant but is concerned about a child being a victim 
under this bill, where a mother is trying to get custody and 
the mother makes up a story. He is concerned that someone 
other· than the child will make stories up in order to get 
someone in trouble. Rep. Bradley reminded him that this is 
only applicable in criminal proceedings. Rep. Rapp-Svrcek 
asked Mr. McGrath if it is possible, under this bill, that 
the judge would not ever see the child. He answered that it 
is not possible, the judge has to make a finding whether the 
child is capable of testifying. 

Rep. Bradley ,closed the hearing on House Bill No. 262. 

HOUSE BILL NO. 305: Rep. Cohen, District No.3, sponsor, 
deals with raising from $300.00 to $800.00 the value of 
property, labor, services, loss, and other items that is the 
dividing line between a lower and higher penalty for crimi­
nal mischief, forgery, theft, and theft-related offenses. 
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This forms the dividing line between i1 misdemeanor and a 
felony. He submitted a written letter from Mr. James C. 
Bartlett, Attorney from Kalispell, which stated that the 
justification for the bill, in his opinion, is the economic 
reality that every 12 years the price of goods doubles. The 
criminal code was passed in 1973. Fourteen years have 
passed and therefore, $800.00 is equivalent to the $300.00 
figure in terms of price of goods. Therefore, it is appro­
priate to raise the value. (Exhibit A) . 

There were no proponents, opponents and no questions from 
the committee. 

Rep. Cohen closed the hearing. 

HOUSE BILL NO. 301: Rep. Rapp-Svrcek, District No. 51, 
sponsor, stated that this bill plugs a hole in the criminal 
law by creating the offense$ of criminal and negligent 
endangerment. These offenses would apply primarily to cases 
in which someone would introduce poison into aspirin tablets 
or something of that nature. He pointed out that a person 
who knowingly engages in conduct that creates a substantial 
risk of death or serious bodily injury to another commits 
the offense of criminal endangerment. He stated that the 
fiscal note attached is in error. 

PROPONENTS: MARK J. MURPHY, Attorney General's Office, 
representing the Montana County Attorney's Association, 
stated that this bill addresses gross negligence. He urged 
support for the legislation. 

MIKE MCGRATH, Lewis and Clark County Attorney, strongly 
supported the bill. 

There were no further proponents, no opponents and no 
questions from the committee. Rep. Rapp-Svrcek closed the 
hearing on House Bill No. 301. 

HOUSE BILL NO. 419: Rep. Spaeth, sponsor, requested that 
Rep. Mercer speak for him in asking the committee to let the 
bill sit in committee. There was no action taken on this 
bill as of this date. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

ACTION OF HOUSE BILL NO. 283: Rep. Darko moved, DO PASS. 
Rep. Bulger moved to amend by deleting lines 14 and 15 on 
page 3. 

Rep. Addy stated that this section is setting the grounds 
for modifying the custody decree and it sounds like good 
grounds for modifying the decree. Rep. Bulger did not agree 
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because it is frequently an area of conflict and it is a 
subject of vague interpretation and will cause trouble. 
Rep. Hannah stated that parents might look at this language 
and be more sensitive to the children, so, he opposed the 
motion. Rep. Darko pointed out that the bottomline of the 
bill is to protect the children, and the language is harm­
ful. Rep. Miles felt that this could be abused too easily. 
Rep. Mercer stated that modification proceedings have seen 
some desire in the legal system to try to resolve issues of 
custody and visitation so that people are not constantly in 
court and the current standard is someone has to show the 
serious harm which is a very difficult standard to meet. 
Once custody has been determined, it is almost allover with 
and this bill will really open this up, if there is some 
frustration the case can be opened up. He suggested that 
the provision be dropped. 

Rep. Brown supported the motion and stated the language 
heard most by parents going through custody suits is found 
in subsection (e), and this bill does try to get to a 
remedy that is essential. Rep. Daily made a substitive 
motion to strike line 11-20, on page 3. Question was called 
and a voice vote was taken. The motion FAILED 13-4. 
Question was called and a voice vote was taken. The motion 
CARRIED 9-8. Discussion continued and Rep. Rapp-Svrcek 
stated that he felt this was a good bill. Rep. Mercer 
explained that the problem most seen in regard to this bill 
is that it will essentially become a man's relief act. If 
he is bitter over the custody, he will be able to contest 
custody and the more litigation that takes place, the more 
bitterness that will follow. There needs to be one custody 
battle and then it is over with. Rep. Brown pointed out 
that people in this situation know the statute and what they 
can get away with. Subsection 2, seems to be a hammer and 
he felt it was a good hammer. Rep. Miles pointed out that 
there is no time limit on page 2 in regards to giving 
notice, she preferred a clearer directive so that it is not 
abused. Rep. Mercer stated that there is a rule of civil 
procedure in regard to serving notice of divorce but Rep. 
Miles' concern is appropriate because there is not a time 
limitation currently for custody cases. Rep. Darko stated 
that there are two sides to these situations and there are 
some amiable divorces. Rep. Rapp-Svrcek acknowledged that 
there should be a time limitation set up. Rep. Mercer 
proposed an amendment that if,someone is attempting to leave 
the state, they must give written notice to be sent to the 
noncustodial parent at the last known address and provided 
to the clerk of the court. Rep. Hannah stated that there are 
too many problems to address in this bill and every loop 
hole simply cannot be closed. It is important to try and 
maintain contact, visitation rights and anything that helps 
force more agreeable divorces is a good idea. Rep. 



Judiciary Committee 
February 5, 1987 
Page 6 

Rapp-Svrcek agreed with Rep. Mercer's proposed amendment and 
stated that it will make a good bill better. Rep. Addy 
opposed the proposed amendment. Rep. Mercer moved his 
amendment. Question was called and a voice vote was taken. 
The motion CARRIED 15-2, with Rep. Addy and Eudaily dissent­
ing. (See Amendments attached). 

Rep. Darko moved that HB 283 DO PASS AS AHENDED. Question 
was called and a voice vote was taken. The motion CARRIED 
15-2, with Rep. Bulger and Miles dissenting. HB 283, DO 
PASS AS AMENDED. 

ACTION ON HOUSE BILL NO. 284: Rep. Darko moved DO PASS. 
Rep. Mercer stated that he has a serious concern about this 
bill. He felt that it will take marital disputes out of the 
hands of the party and that prosecutors will get caught up 
in the middle of it, so, that there is a civil proceeding 
going on and a criminal proceeding at the same time. To 
make it a crime to interfere with visitation rights is 
serious. Rep. Darko stated that the only thing custodial 
parents can be charged with is contempt of court and she did 
not know how it can be' fixed. Rep. Meyers made a substitive 
motion to table the bill. A voice vote was taken and the 
motion CARRIED 16-1, with Rep. Darko dissenting. HB 284, 
TABLED. 

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business to corne before 
the committee, the hearing was adjourned at 11:25 a.m. 
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JUDICIARY 
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The Case 'for a· Therapeutic 
Interview in Situations of 

Alleged Sexual Molestation 
by William F. McIver, PIa.D. 

: There is a right way and a wrong way 
lIIro interview children in cases of alleged 

molestation. The right way results in more 
',:urate information and helps children. 
~ wrong way yields questionable infor-

mation and can hurt children. 
. Unfortunately, children are currently 
t ICing damaged in the interview process in 
*-nese cases because, quite simply, they are 

being denied the opportunity. to tell the 
'ruth. Typically. the interviewer'S needs 

1 re taken care of-not the child's. The 
~ory told is too often one the interviewer 

wants to hear and not an objectively true 
ne. 

.. The purpose of an interview is, after all, 
Investigatory. Therefore, a number of 
Questions need to be asked. However, it 

various agency people. sometimes re­
peatedly. This might include. police. pros­
ecutors, child service workers, und 
sometimes a grand jury. These Interviews 
arc narrow in focus and arc based on the 
assumption that abuse did occur and Ihat 
"children don't lie about this sort oflhlng." 

The "anatomically correct" dolls are 
brought out, occasionally occomplll1led hy 
a drawing about which Ihe chll,1 Is IIRked 
to complete and tell a story, It mlllhi he 

A biased interviewer can 
shape a child's responses . 

f an be much more fruitful to ask these just the child and the Interviewer or 
a.,uestions in ways that don't lead the child perhaps there is a police officer or member 
to feel that certain sorts of answers are ex- of the district attorney's ofncc In the mom, 

,"Ceted. This is the difference between get- (There are, in fact. instances In which a 
:ng accurate information and not getting child has been interviewed while Ihllng on 
'W. In cases of possible molestation, the Ihe lap of Ihe parent making a complllint 
most useful technique for gathering ac- against another parent!) Whatever actllllily 

, Jrate information can also be the most , did (or did not) happen, this child will Cit­

"=Ipful for the child. perience emotional conlllctl which are 
Typically. the child is interviewed by usually ignored in Ihll lort or non­

therapeutic, exploitative .lllIullon, 
The child receives fapt aUentlnn when 

.. it says or demonstrates certuln IhlllYI (,.g" 
''''r. Mc/v~r is a Clinical Psychologist in points at the genital plumhlng on Iho dnlls 

..",Jt~ practic~ in Newport, Oregon. . or says things such as "he toucheu me 

here," "(llli his mouth on me." "made me 
touch him," etc.). Often Ihis scene is 
repeuleli. And Interviewers respond more 
10 Ihelle sorts of communications than to 
anything else a child might be trying to 
express. Further, nothing need be vocal­
Ized; Inlervlewer responses can be non­
verhlll-lhrCllIgh facial expressions and 
manllerh,,"s, . 

In slIch a setting (which Is "high 
pressure" to the child, especially a young 
one). a strongly biased interviewer can 
shape a child's responses by a method 
called "successive approximation." Simply 
put, Ihis menn" reinforcing or rewarding 
Ihe child (through smiles, hugs, or 
stntemenls like "good girl. .. don't you feel 
better now?.. thaI'S the way! ... j for 
statements leading up to and finally in­
cluding Ihose the interviewer wanlS to 
hear. (I know of cases where Ihe inter­
viewer congratulated the child for making 
allegations ond became perturbed when 
I/he didn't,) 

Por eJlumple, Ihe Interviewer might elicit 
a numher of "yes" responses after pointing 
10 lIlIe nf I he dolls und asking if her daddy 
ever louched her on the kncc, buttocks, 
helly-hullon. etc, Her answers would be 
followed by hugs and comments such as 
lin Ice IInlngl" ... "you're doing a good 
Johl",,,. clO" and easily lead into the 
caseworker polnllng to the pubic area and 
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asking if she was ever touched Iheta, 'l'hll 
question will, not surprillngly, cllllllllllnly 
receive an affirmative relllxltlHa frulll tho 
child, because negativo 1"'l'lIcutilllll fur 
such a question do not exist fllr tha child 
and because the child, especillily a Y"UlIg 
one, wants to go on plcalling thlll nica ullult 
(who is giving her so much aUention), And 
that's the whole gamel 

This sort of attention, often quite new 
for a child, is a most powerful reinforcer. 
That is, it greatly increases the likelihood 
that the child will say the same thinlls und 
demonstrate the same things Ilgaill. And, 
the more a child repeats something (we ull 
suffer confusion about one or allUlher story 

Interviews are based on 
the assumption that abuse 
did occur. 

we've told ourselves many timos over the 
years), the more it becomes believable and 
the more believable the child becollles on 

. the witness stand. 
Thus, two powerful variable! thllt IInCet 

leaming-r~;nforc~m~nt and rC'p~IIIIOI'­
can seriously shape a chilli', IIIclIlury. 
Reinforcement produces a story "f ques­
tionable accuracy; repetition I'rudllce. II 

subjective belief in tho accurt\cy IIf Ihul 
story. Result: arguably Inaccuralo teHtl­
mony becomes unassailable since tha cred­
ibility of the child-witness is IKlt lit Issue. I 

A therapeutic interview. on tho other 
hand, is an unbiased attcmpt 10 nlKl (lut 
what story a child might havo III tellUlllllor 
what conlllcts need to be ellp!'e!!Hell lind 
resolved. The setting is unstructurcd and 
open-ended to encourage a free narrative. 
The child is not expected to perform in any 
special way. Instead, the child is encour­
aged to feel safe and comfortable enough 
to act out spontaneously (with dolls. draw­
ings, stuffed animals, or just "play actingj 

. anything it can't or won't put into words. 

~ ',.; .... 
l. A different Issue la the IIIII,ance(_1 hi which I 

child knowingly lies. 11111 cln 11I11'lNln when. fllr 
its own pro,~ion, the child aIMIII'" Ih. 1I1I11I1"e 
of one parent who is anlry willi .'KJlher" when 
llhe hal been coen:ed. or even when .nllry oyer 
some real or imalined harm Ihe defendlilt' hu 
done. . 

12 th~ CHAMPIONlJan./Peb. 1986 

A ht lef 1"'llIlIl'le III In order. Recently a 
Ihlrty·elllhl-ycllr-ilid llIun was found guilty 
of 1IIIIIellllllll It fllur-ond-a-half-year-old 
girl. Shes hlld been Interviewed repeatedly 
by It child 8ervlces worker. One session 
wilh Iho wmker IIl1d a police officer was 
viuesulllilcu. It wu. clear that the child was 
beillY lell Iu lIuy thut the defendant had 
touchell her genltul area with his hands and 
his 1111111111. The wurker smiled and hugged 
her when IIhe made such allegations, and 
was culdlllld non-demonstrative when she 
didll't. 

A tlufellHo allllrney new to the case was 
able lu 8ecure a court order for the child 
to bo evuluilled. The evaluation took place 
during a two-hour interview that was 
videotaped. In the initial part of the i·nter­
view, when the child was not yet comfort­
ablo IIl1d IIIlght hllve ellpected the same sort 
of illlen lewlI "he hlld ellperienced before. 
she Sllltllhllllhe tlcfellullnl had done "nasty 
thingll,"11I1l1 YIIIlCII un top of her. touched 
her yellltullirclI, ele. She had been so con­
ditloncd by the way she had been ques­
tioned I'revillusly that she even indicated 
thai Ihe child service worker who inter­
vicwell her hud "grabbed her by the 
crotchl" 

Luler, 1111 IIhe became more comfortable, 
IIho IIlIt IIl1ly illdlcllted that the defendant 
hud llllllll IIl1thlllg, but also that she cared 
for hllll ulld 11I,III'l Wllllt him to be in trou­
ble fllr Ihltl". IIhe hud soid. Additionally, 
thruullh 1I1"'"ll1l1ellu8 rule playing (using 
IIttlo Mluffetl Ullltllllill and a drawing), she 
Indlcllied Ihllt 801110 boy had pulled her 
pantll tlllwn whllo "he was in the bathroom 
of her hlllllO IIl1d thut on older male had 
fOlllllccl her, Sho re-enucted a violent ver­
bul eJlchlillMO bctweell her mother and 
SOlllellllO wllu IIIlyht huve been a neighbor 
and ellpreslICd fUlIlosies in which she, the 
child, died. 

Whatever death means to a small child. 
it is the worst thing that can happen, 
something to be greutly feared. And she 
feared the worst for herself if she did not 
give the "right" answers. The child had 
identified with her mother's anger toward 
the defendant. Statements she made about 
people who did molest her were somehow 
twisled around to the point where she said 

11.: ________ _ 

to give her warmth and attention that she 
did not get at home. 

This child had been pressured to say cer­
tain things and not to say others. On the 
surface, she was a pretty, talkative. and af­
fectionate little girl. But underneath the 
surface, she was a seriously disturbed child 
who had been kept from e)tpressing and re­
solving her conflicts by the interrogation 
process used, ostensibly, to help her.l 

The point here is that proper interview­
ing techniques were not only therapeutic 
for the child in that they allowed her to ex­
press serious unresolved conflicts, but they 
resulted in more detailed and verifiable in-

The child was being led to 
say that the defendant had 
touched her. 

formation than the previous interviews. 
Stress distorts and blocks memory. An 

anxious child will depend to a greal degree 
on the interviewer to "fill in the blanks" and 
provide some way to allay anxiety. A child 
who is not anxious, but comfortable, will 
depend to a lesser degree on the inter­
viewer and hence will be not only able to 
be more accurate in remembering things, 
but also be much less likely to be condi­
tioned by a zealous investigator. 

General Comments 
and Recommendations 

So how should we examine children in 
cases of alleged SCltual abuse? 

There is a myth propagated by -abuse 
detectors" that "children don't lie about 
these things. " Y ct there is no real evidence 
to back this up. On the contrary. lean 
Piaget. in his monumental work, 1M 
Moral. Dev~lop~lIl of Children, showed 
that, until age five or six, a lie is whatever 
an adult says it is,) notwithstanding the 
often clumsy attempts by prosecutors and 

2. During cross examination of the psychologist. 
the diSlrict attorney inadvenently revealed IhII 
the babysitter's teenage son had been in coun for 
sexual molestation. 

thllt II" /1"f~fltlt.lIIt hod molested her. This 
allowed her tu survive in the home of a 
mother willi fell the defendant had wronged 3. 
her. A nd these statements then caused 
adults, especiully the child service worker, 

I am indebted 10 T.F. Naumann. Ph.D .• ASPP, 
of Central Wuhington University. Ellensburg, 
Wuhington. for referring me to Piaget's works ..... ",., 
o.n developmental slages of cognitive abilities. 
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Domceno C. Renshow, MD 

~\ I . w'!n·t"elf.lrd"tl. h:lrr1wnrkl"u 
, .pI"diMrki~" cnmntitted ~i\lcic!(' in 

~<':"!ifllr"il\ in {\pri! l~lH, II@' hnd 
~l'1Im~ n ::s.yi"tlto(l/fl J.t!rI (Of Ufto 

t'xpl:ll"ed nmIlOn" •• , No nuno 
('~~ '\'1111 ~,ent. 11,'! girl III· 
~ ttt,t hili ph~IC"l\l c):!!mu!;:!("," 
\Y3~!,~ IIbll~, Tl'\rtot! ~i("(\ I"flkm 
~t to fti>I CfowdPd n/flce will! I 
t~'rch wltrr:t'!t t() m Ihmlllth hi'\ 
P'l1~nt·. cI"", nnd F.1~. Ht lind hm 
emp'''yrt!l were CTOlIlI.qtl(!ttlunl."d 
It, whllt !tllll" ItUI!;t(!d "tI'I hat­
n~t1"~nt 'fit" ~!fhlrid'n (lid not 
I,," hI" r.'1milv Ilnyt!lll1n II!Wltlt till!! 
eYI!'fIt, rtf! !<oft Ihml n "",,~II(\'l! lh"t 
1M! ~';111 It.'l1vin!( t""'" nt'I lin !!mnr· 
~'Y. N-lCt dl1Y, he I\'M rottnfl rlt-M 
in • ",1'1(:1 ", lin O'I\'r~, ~11.\!inf 
~l\lml!l!'$ lind " nlc.'I'Ji:llit\"lI't (";II,"/!d 
h+\ "'~I'lot!,~ (!',"il~' Ilftdillr IIlal p.'1ln 
'''''' "t~"lI, A 1I(,\""'f'~l't!r'!\ (ront 
"~f!" r,,:nl: -f)c:\d r),lt:tt)f' UI1t.lf!'t 
51t~,)if;"'1 0( MO't·!ltiltkm.· Of!~" 
IK!I.dinw-d "' "11t'l1'lottt.'rl 1':lIlIlI'irli'th", 
n( Girl <':11!11<~'l'n'fl UmN't:1I.· 

~ c, nfmh".,. I, "",""I~', 
~..." .. f III f' ''''h;'''~. " ... / ml'l"tl'ti', 
s, ... ,., il"'lt,'ltrl,,'" (.'1,."., I • ..,."" ",I_il,. (.'!d.>tr'\ 

to),!!l ~tltntll '"'" elU'lC:~ 
am poored out ItJttefl ot stJ1)1')Ort. 
One M'nptlpeor printed Itn nflOl"m' 
(Ot !tll eoW,.'I'Ijf't'. Dut tfo(I. thltt 
tr~'I!fe t'l!ttlt\ltlon~ In !~ cumnt 
I\t~phtH tit WIlt eOM!d~,~ by 
th@ puhtle at :uilty untU O:lon.,tllt· 
/!d. 

In I Iltnilnr Inefd~, II 1'01"'. 
(Mlily phytk:!nn in C,:)ljfomla wnl 
IMkt~ fOf .~lC """~e of 11 girlt 
~"I.I he rcutinely U!!t~fl~d tn 
th<li! c!1~t ",d chP.ekt'd ror In~Jlnnl 
'~mll in ,n rJ" girl' dUM" ,(1wIt 
• ~rt. phytlatl" »1, prcl"'/tl'lt 
""tn~·wife did the pn~l'\¥m1c fnr 
tltl!tft ~1I!'niMtlont "YO (e~t IlWllY 
m Itlm btt"lnt1 • curtlln. The 
ch"I'~1 \\'tfe mftnclnul. but hi' 
~~I cn(flfI,e eotta to dJltft mt 
$.&8,000. Pnt~tA and cl)owork'.!!'I 
1'l!!1lr:!<t UM tofl~~ l".'-8.1}00 to help 
him. Old lIOmfI of the ~r1. lie 1 
Y'I«, ItI1d IlItC!r MId M. ,",It ,,")"SI. 
cl:In'" I110tMr IU/rQr'\!1.I1I myuc:lrdl. 
,II!I'AtI'to htc wiflt II c:fiuk:nl dp.pm. 
m" lhMtI,m two ~Ji'" )"JII1'1t 0( 
U~ in thu h,~l\tmn~. Ite "' MW 
wOddnrt "'on:tekmly to lWt~J 1\ntll(. 
r"rtt:y :t~ MUlIt (IM'I! .tIlt Curtllt'f 

lf1t1/t b~lt!l!t. 
How (Cluld thl!!le ph)"'d:'ll'!! ;: 

h.,Yft pm~l"(t4d th~nlJr,ot{('~~ n~ 
fQrTI'Itf. OV~ If til'.! Itw!nlt hd . , 
~ It ttJUr·bet.i "t!~!;,e,1e Hni-li c' ~~. 
,twul<:l ""'Ill' wl\it~ (or II 1"1~" tl' 
be frH Mter rtrort. Tll~ tnrtf'f 
WIlli titr.r1y 11'1 tho wro1'l~ pbce !It ~ . l' 

tfnoIe of rartl1t,tt3clter hault"" lIr.d 
WIlt tl1u~ht In the c:roll!~·r:t''!, 
ShOtJd t''4!1''Y child I'IWtk::lI ~w'. 
~vIc: ttl' 1'tctA! e!l!1llnfnat:(1~ b~ 
both dt'lf)('rtm!d :md (fi'\fl~ tv.'I vk1. 
tob!)\! r~ pnnihle fury \-iewin, . 
I4tf'r~ ty".., I. pf"'!t~l!.'In i!~rr.~t 
tllCh Incldt'nlll l'O$wlhle In t'ld~}"~ • 
judle\." dh'1:lt.,~ 

The tltM lui, ~ tl1 !~k cb· 
}tctlveiy lit the ("'!'!l'lIn ttl,,!.: fir 
lUU41ntll"''''. Much prot!t"tll' h~'J ' 
~ lI"I.'!de In edit!!""'!! thl! vulll:e 
JI!loII! chile! ~l'!:(I~IIII1IxI~~. Ncw;'pilo 
~ mtlifl, TV "II h~\'C! n\ .. "M till!! • 
liN! tOl' "rlMity rt.pnrlltI~. A 
-.elf IlIlu~q ;~try" 1m:1 I'llr~idl" 
~ In thl;! (om of t~'1tf~ifll\ 
doolfMtl!tltl.:lI: ttln<lr~l1t I "Ii"'" 
witt! vkI4'" 1"""m'I'"'" Iri\'f:tt It! """. .. 
urnrlllmt!tl drll,! .IIj(U1'dl~ ~d",,'l., l 

dlty ~t'U 1'C'f\ttf" ,"" k'",J.;rl!"I:'· • 
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I tens; expl'llsivl;! "explicit" d(l!1s 

and expansion of personnd in child 
protection agellcies. Federal 
grants are available to those states 
(at least 45) that mandate the re­
porting of sl!s/Icc/rd sexual ;llJU:5e 
to the local Division of Child ~lIld 
Family Services. They contact the 
police for criminnl investigation 
under the Federal Child Abuse 
Prevention and Treatment Act 
(PL93-347, 1974). 

Under tIus law, almost any act 
designed to stimulate a clllld s~xu­
all}' is crin1inal child abuse. While 
obviously created to protect vul­
nerable clllldren, it is so sweeping 
that it gives great power to any 
anonymous accuser and i.n "effect 
puts the bw-den of proof of inno­
cence upon the accused. Is a kiss 
on the lips cllild sex abuse? Or 
acts such as changing a diaper? 
Repairing teeth? Doing a physical 
examination? Taldng u sexual lus­
tory on a 12-year-old girl with 
acute abdominal pain? All of these 
have been among the 1. 3 million 
reported sex abuse cases in 1984. 
A judiciary spokesn:an on a recent 
television documentary stated that 
over 60% of these accusations are 
"uruoun"ded." However, my docll­
mentation efforts through the US 
Depa.rtment of Health and Human 
Services and the National Center 
for CJllld Abuse were lUlsuccess­
ful. These agencies only have ag­
gregates based on voluntary stale 
reports and not all send annual 
reports. 

The child worker or policeman 
(whose career is usually on the 
line) prefers to CIT on the side of 
cl1ilcl protection, saying: "l'm do­
ing my job." "Rather safe than 
sorry" is a healthy maxim. I am 

troublrd, however, by a new 
myth: "Children don't lie. II But the 
fact is that some chilUrcll do. The 
myth, however, has now become 
such a powerful sl'icld that the 
child \vorker or Plllt~~~'!1l;l1l dol'S 
not have to fed ctl1ic;Illy obligated 
to get the essential further details 
for an adequate investigation. or 
to make a decision as to whether 
hearsay of a child's rcpOlt is true 
or false. As a result, some people 
immediately rush to accuse, 
search, arrest and cond~I1U1. Sen­
sational press coverage may then 
bring those involved even more 
notOliety than a n:urder story. 

UTbree police officers 
lvent to his cron'ded 
office with a searcll 

warrant to go tl1i·ough 
his pa.Uer:.t's cIza.rt and 

file." 

Obviously, if the sexual abuse sto­
ry is true all health professionals 
agree the child must be protected. 
But what if indeed there are 60% 
false accusations? Does a police 
apolo!:!)'. or a jalr nearing Ul:OO the 
falsely accust:d individual's per---son~vastation? 

Does the accuser stop to con­
sider the pain, shame. distress, 
humiliation, turn10il, career and 
family imp::Ict on the wrongfuUy 
accused? In many cases, such ac­
cusations are made by suggest­
ibIS!. ovcranxious parents can· 
cern~d about their child, without 
int~nt to delibcrately slate a faist!­
hood. ilut thcre arc other cldults 

who bring such ;\CC:::-;;I: i\':~:' 
wrongly ill C!sludv b;lttit.::;, :j~tv::c:­
ing to cause h::!"!l1 [n ;1:1 C'\.:-[l'I\:.';C 

or other pcr:;():l. :\,)1" :::·l' ;~::',~l­
cians the 0111\' OI;C:5 at ;·isk ()f !It'i:~,; 
[abel:.' JCCtl:'nl. 

Consider tll': ~';!~t: ui tl:l! ,~,'::'_j:;l 
who was an·csted al~d iabt:;y ;IC­

cused of sex ;:Duse by a 13·;;<.::1:-­
old babysiacr later de5cr::l;,;G Jy' 
her parents ;]s a "patJ1Ql(l~I(:ll 

liar." The demist was c\'ent,lal\ 
acquitted, but could not cont:n'...lC 
to practic~ in his conul1ullit\· as a 
result of the pUblicity. His mar­
riage broke up under strain. 

Still another incident of wrO:lg­
ful accusation of sexual ;;bu:5c in­
volved a college student who had 
been caring for t\\in boys, age 20 
months. She h::ld been arrested 
and jailed follO\ving a sex aouse 
charge brought by the twins· p'::1'­
ents who noticed "changed SeXual 
behavior" in the toddiers. This 
consisted of body self-exploration 
and genital play, which is normClI 
and COllUTIon at this age, ClS is 
mutual sex play between twu:s. ,-\t 
great cost. her farhily obt;:;,r:ed 
legal help for her. At a Grand }nj 
hearing, the case was labek:d too 
"flimsy" for the student to be in­
dicted. Nonetheless, she now has 
to live with the shame and trauma 
of a felony ilccus(jtion. 

And what about the young fa­
ther who was arrested in his 
downtown Chicago workplace :md 
jailed for making "kiddit! porn" 
without adequate prelinlll1:lr\, in­
vestigation into the cha1"f~~? "I'Ll' 
manager of a photo silop h;IU seen 
two prints 011 a roll of filII! IlL! 

devdopt!d ufthis ll1an's t\\'o'Y('J!"­
old daughtt:r tllat SllOwul ltl.:r 
emergin~ frum tilt! shower lI:t\'l'rJ. 
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Because the cllild\ gcnit;Jis '.V~ 
visible the :l1;ln;1gcr repc:ncd trl 
snapshot::; as being "oh~ce:H:!" to :J 

Child Hotlil:\!. unckr Title..: tJ. Sec.s 
2251-55. " 

It is therefore pertinent to as~: 

What recour~e does anyone 11;1 \'1 
under the law after a \,,;r'0ngr',; 
accusation of sexual abuse? To ::ii1)' 

that it is better to apologize for 411 
false accusation than to ignore a 
child in need of help may tl'i\'j:llizc 
the destructive impact of a Climi-

I naI charge. Doing so discriminates 
against the accused by allo\',ing : 
him or her (ewer constitutional I: 
rights than the ac~user. If child 
protection under the existing law . 
is gained at the expense of injus­
tice to others then refonn of that. 
dysfunctional law is irnmediJtely' 
and urgently needed. ~' 

F~cts to consider "bout a child'. .'. 
testltIlony: 

• Children are not bom 1<.:10w- ' 
ing right from wrong, truth from .. 
untruth. TIley are taught these , 
values directly or indirectly as i 
they grow. I 

e A child may not know the 
meaning of grownup words such 
as molest, abuse, penis, vagina, or 
anus. "Do you know what it 
means?" must be a repeated vali­
datory question asked by the child 
evaluator. 

o Children are suggestible and 
compliant, especially with parents 
and those adults whom tlley seek 
to please and protect. 

o Childrcn imit:lte. This may be 
noted after allY cowboy mo\·ie or :l 
Midl<lcl ]:Il:kson vidc{)U1pe. Grown­
ups, too, may copy hc:-:dlim:s with 
a rash of reports :lIter IIl'Jrilll-{ of a 
sex abuse case. SOllie of these 
cases may be true ;1I1d must bl~ 
rapidly and thoroughly jll\'e~;ti r.;;! t-
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I'd. Rut ot lwrs 111:1)' he bls(' and 
tllll:it be l'qually thorough!:; and 
~\\'iftly consid..:rcd to protect the 
innocent. 

G Children can be taught ur r~­
hl'ar~<.'d tu 5ay things. 

o ChildrC'1l may not ullcierstand 
the conscqlll'IlCCS of their state­
ments Ol' :lets. Nor are the~' usual­
I}' in{ol1lwu of these when they 
consent to gin~ evidence to please 
a parent or child worker. 

o Desired solo child custody 
mllst be espcciall), cnrcfullr 
screened and evaluated to prott:ct 
the child fl'llln abuse, and the par­
ent from wrongful accusations of 
sexual abuse. 

o An ~bsoilite statement such 
as: "Childrl!n do not lie" is i11cor­
recto Each cilild mllst be carefully 
evaluated for a) perception of the 
words nnd th.: question bJ percep­
tion of the eVE-nt c) perception of 
the consequences of what is told 
d)consistcr.cy of the child's report 
c) (using or confusing the (<lcts. 

o A child t:-lkcs longer to under­
stand questions and to gi"e an­
swers. The younger the child the 
more cnrdul the evaluation should 
be; it mWit be clone by a profe~-

. sionnl weI! trained to work with 
l:ll'gc numbt:rs of that age ,;;roup. 

o ~lcmory of complex e\'ents is 
most subject to error upon recaU. 
This has be:en repeatedl]' shown in 
studies of the memory of adults on 
Ule witness stand. For a child 
remembe:'in!~ dates m,lY be impos­
sible: d,ltes arc unimportant to a 
S-year-old. Y l't precise dates may 
be given by a very young child 
giving t(!stimony. This should 
r:lise concem abollt the child hav-

. iug been co'ldled. Memory of an 
event may be contamin:ltcd by 
memory of reht:arsed li.nes. The 

two may fllse. It will need gentle 
yet n~r'y careful evaluation of a 
child witness' me\1lory. This is 
difficlIlt ullder the stress of a public 
cOllrtl'llon I. Yet hearsay c"idcllce 
(repOlt uf a child's report) can be 
gi"cn in some jlJlisdictions, ,,,ith­
out the accused having the right to 
chailenge it for accuracy. 

Other considerations when 
eV(llllating accusations of sexual 
abuse: 

o Explicit dolls or cartoons do 
not make an instant child expert 
out of a caseworker, police officer 
or state's attorney. Observer bias 
. any investigation has been well 

IIDoes tlIe aCClIser stop 
to consider the pain, 

sllame, distress, 
11 umiliation, turmoil, 

career and £1mily 
impact on the 

lvrongfully accused?" 

documented for decades. Each po­
sition seeks support or evidence 
by using leading questions, for ex­
ample, "Did he touch you down 
there?" The child's own lawyer's 
courtroom objection to such a 
question may further confuse the 
child ' .... itness. 

The adult under sex abuse 
charges deserves the same consti­
tutional rights as do others sus­
pected of breaking a law. Lawyers 
consider child sC!xual abuse cases 
extremely difiicult to prosecute. 
At present, despit.e constitutional 
guarantees of innocence until 
pro\'<.:n guilty, accu~;crl ;,dult5 in 
child sexual abu:)c casc~ feci tic-

-~-----

.. 

privcd of b:lsic hU111;1t1 right S dnci 

dib'1uty. The pointed lillger (;\11 

thus tllrn into a destruct i\"l~ witch 
hunt. 

<) PhClllg ;] chid ill f()~kj' ,':11,' i:i 
not trC:lt111l'nl. This. hUWCH'l", is 
the most common OUlcOtlll' \,'hell 
a father is accused. J Ie is lIs,:a llr 
jailed. foster plaCC!l1C:lt 111:'.:-' be 
highly traumatic due to : he lo~'-: of 
home, security, mother, scl:ool, 
and friends. Protection from fur­
ther abuse is not assun.:d lhere, 
Separation (lnxiNy or dcpressio:l 
may follow [or the child as W(;U. If 
the accusation was tr~c, inLcn­
sive, courtsupen'ised fami!y ther­
apy could better promote st~bilily 
and growth. 

• What happens to the children 
and the family of the fal:5c ?ccliser: 
Is there re~'l'et, remorse, sltmne 
or guilt? How tlo they cope? WhaL 
is the developmental impact of 
having been a powerful fals~ ac­
cuser? None of these prrsons 
have as yet been studied. 

It seems f:-tir to state that all 
physicians must now recognii;c 
that wrongful at.:cusation of sexual 
abuse constitutes (l new dang~r :n 
practice. To date, mitle pi1ysici;lIIs 
have been much more vlIlnerC!ble 
than female physicians. Anony­
mous reporting illcvitably makcs 
for an adversary situation thal lias 
already occurred in almost cv<.:ry 
hospital emergency room across 
the country, caused by tbe nt~:h by 
support staff to report possible 
sexual abuse even hefore the phy­
sician ha5 completed lhe evalua­
tion. This may be.: und<:rslantlaille.: 
on the part of th~ COJ1ccrtwci 
adults-who wi~;h to help. But 
while we want to ;]SSlIrc every 
child'5 prOlcl:tiol1, we! III list abo 
bear in mimlthill the dl;lrg(~ of ~;('X 

'/1,,/1/111
1
'" 
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~lctrlr.~ T~~lell 
(lbul'~"lc", 

':f~:Clt!::i\S itn" Ut::IJe: r,t'.jtm'lIf I'Jf ~'rj~T~ Jnr1 ~Vmo:orn~ nf (h':UIlt.l'~d ,ltth"t.: ;,:,,·1 nO:!!"fnrtf'lrlhs. 
I"':,~I ,)1,11"1110 rnu,l"rJIp. C31n ~II'I ~rltnJly aYSll1encrrMl. S.11c11 Jr.,j dl.CJt:y 'n ,!,,~/o:n.lle n')1 
est.w;.s~r,1 

C:.t:tI.:ll~;JI'.It1;ul\: 1\n:otl',rI,1t:,""J r~,:C:I.!ns hJoif! oc:~rrr~lf H1 :nrfl'.lt't,;1I\ h·/LlerS~I\',,:r .. f! r,) '.~OTn:U 
01 ,,'In '''~ ~·I'.JtO,"~ ~I OJ>.' CGi'I_~. lnQl(Je~lna .;::1 ~ron'~OSr3st,.; r.JChVlly 10 JSP'tiR 01 otnet 
nCf1!tttfCII,j:1I.'"h ,nll."n~rn,i:r'jr'l JQrnt" 

W"aln:t: r~"Ir. ~Icer"!:on J;la GI e!eC'JI~ry. ~~m"l"np.S sr.ver~ ~3ve M~n ",,,r:·:1 Ulc.rJtlon. 
gcrlOiAllOII '114 bleC1lu"l m.w eM :.1tolll·l. An '~SUCIJhcn n.l~ not D':~~ eSI~t"~r.c'd U<" ,'.!t) I Rill un.Jet 
c!O:e SIlOC:'VI~lcn In o:.t,l:r.:l W'1::l.;a Il,~'r.ry Or t:t!::~( r;l·,it~lIi:(~:·:':.11 t:.lt,:,: iJl~e..lS~ . .!trr.r c~n~ut:..r.q 
AOVkA!:t R£,\CTlOIiS In r.;Jtle~IS wlln 3ctIVe ;cr;IIC uler.r Jr.a 3Ch'lf Ih'·Jm~Ir.'d "lInr.IIS. Ily 
nonut.:erc,cmr. ~rUIl~ suen J\ qo:.J. II MOTRIIl IS used. oeser'le 1M p~:lent ~Iusely 1(.1 51'inS of uicer 
prrlO1J:"'"Ol 0 b~:~a."l. . 

Clucn,; sluOles In rll~ and monl<evs h;!Ve ~hOw~ m,itt r .. noll 10>lClly Mlh p~o'''"y eoeml lnd 
net10~'s He"~1 ,.,:10111.1('( nt!':rt)i151'M~ r:tr~lv :~on ~"own ,n "U"'I.'~$ ~~e tr~d wrln '.~rJrni.·'. 
PtCC~uU"ns: Dlurrrd and/ll' dUaI,'I:;l'led w,s.'J'ft. c:r;IJ~orr.Jta. J.ntf,ul ~I:'~I:;/;,:S ,n 'Ol~f .... s.~n "ol'/e teen 
r(cor:-'" If IM:e ce~cloc. :,~:~n!'1~c '.!;JTRI:I J~d :~: D.lIle"t st:1OlJ ~;;ve 111 ';Unt~31n1010QIC 
eJJ."a:1 Jt!lln, lr.thld1n!1 c::~:( Ji '/ISIJJf f:c1:r!S and ~~JCl 'i,~:r::1 re~t!t':Q 
FlaiJ rc,e~II"1 a~d ell::n. n~~e ilcen asSOCIaled wlln MOTl1:II: usa wlln C:IU!rcn In PJMnlS WIlli a 
Into! y of C.1IdL1C IIccotr.;1cnsarllln 01 ~'/iletten!IQn In p;!I~nIS .,,111 r~nJl "":l .. rm~r,t. IC~IJC-'~ dos~~e 
tNy ~e ncec~sollY. Prosgec~ve S:U~las 01 MOTi1lll sal ely In pJllents wltn Ct.'C~IC renal la~UI' nave 
not Oecn C:o.1e. 
MOTPI!I C.ln ,nl:lblt platelel :;cre;:!!c~ lr.d prelcnQ ~Ieedrr.~ trme. Us. wllh CJUllOll ,II gllfsons Wltll 
inttlllSlC COlgulllron d~lects aM en ""''=03",13nt IMI~OY· 
Paben:s snc~1d repOlI soqnS UI sym:loms 0' ~lstlC:~IU:j~:1 ulcelaM" or b:~~d'"". i.:furred visiOft, 
skltl r.SII. we.;hl 0'111. 01 cdtma. PaMntS on crCIOnQe\I eortlcost;:rgi4 theracy snQu:.j nave th.rlOY 
tapered slCY/iy·.,hen MOIR'IN IS adaed. 
Tne anl~lyrcUc. alltl·inILllrJT'~lcr., a~l,vIIY 01 ~,IOTRlrl may ntas~ Inl:~m~tion and levet. 

As WIllI olher nonslerOOC:~1 antl-lllU.:r.m3:OIY druq~. ~ord"tllne "!"',Jr",r.s cl h~cr tellS (lilY occur in 
\Ill iO 15% 01 Di~enls. These '~ncrma~:'~s may orcoress. mJv lem Jlol o.sse~I'4Uy ... ~e~:n'led. or may 
be tunslent ..."rll ccntlfllle1 tncr~:y. 1.!H",n~M Elcvatlor.s 01 SCi'T ~I SCOT lAST) o~curr.d in 
ccnr.o;lcd ClinICal tnals rn less In .. , r'. 01 D3I1en:s. Se ... r. n"-o.t:~ re~~t..:..,. Ir.CI.dillQ pundiCl and 
cases clll:;! h~OolbtiS. n3ve oecn ICCOlt!!! WI:!! Ib~OIOI~1I as \'IItn cI~er ncnS:-"Ol\J.tl 311u·,n1l3/llml­
tory dru",. II liver disease deve!ogS 01 II syst:mlc nllndestJtlons oCC'JI (~. eoslIlop."::a. run. elc.), 
MOTF.:N ShOu!d bt dl$C~nn"'Jcd. 

In croSS.Sllldy ~omO"lsnns w;th r.ca mq to 3200 mq d:lly lor sevelal weeks. a Slj~1It (jOse­
r'SjM)nse tHClease In lIemc:gtco,n/nemataCrtl'Has nattO. T~e tillal ~eClUst In nemoqtoCin usually 
d~es nat ftCeC~ 1 onm. 
flnI9 ir.::r~I;~r.s-A1Pirrll' uud concarnt';r.tly may ~~cre1St ~.~OTiWI blca.1levels. 
CI1t.:mll,lt: bleeIJlIIQ lias aecn rt~=:tcd ,n el:,enIS r::';rQ 1.10 r~I"1 an~ coumann. 
1're;:l101;y ami IlUlsiIIt ""'tllars; I.IIJTRitl sncu!d nOI ~. taA~n ~ur'"9 Cl'l']n:ney or by nurSin9 
mo!/!els. 
A~'ers. "u~t!:lIS: TIl. most Irr.o!ent tYOf of ::dv!fSe react:an cCC'Jrtlr~ 1'11:11 MOrAIN i1 
gzUCllltlrstlllaL 01 wl1l~!I 011. or "'ore cccuma 111 "Y. 10 !Gi. 01 tne ga:.ants. R.~"ed side cflects 
WlC:. 1ii.,llet at J2CC tnan at 2.:c:l mq,"la., 01 IUs. 
fMI.!e.1t: CI'2:U fllm/f.ll/ut lIut 1,":Jfl3!':J-Prc~~:, C.:mu n,f:liDrIS.1Ji1l 
~:uoinle:;l!nat /jolll:u.o eO~!sII:c ;I!n.· neanCwn.· a·mnea. .:!<Jcml~ a"tress. nausea and 
"","I!on." dldi?H'ltOII. eonsl:oatlOll. aedomlll.1 er:mgs or ~~I:I. '·J.;~~!S ·:1 Ijl II:" rel04!in1/ ar.~ 
"Ilulell".er, CClltr;l 1!:r/tl'J$ S·,SIIr.t Oll:1r.US.· ~~Jd~c.~e. ~~r~Ct;s:::ss: C;;tnIIIOIC~ic: A.lSllo 
(inC!: .. dl~ mICu~r.,."I!II" t)lIe,. ~l'JIltUS: s"ecia/ Se:lScs: T.lnt:\lS: ',:~t:~~litlcno~~r.e: Oecrnsed 
ago!tlte: r_-,,~:~Ylstu!:r. Edema. llUod menllt;tllQ4nela.y res;on~s grom .. Uy to c:u1 O~nnllllUltion; 
set pqE c.'U TlOllS). 
f~';IC~ L~SI TUII :;'poopreb,:/ol ~ut:1 R:llliOll1I1Ia"-
Gl:tlGinl£:;i.~.II: G~stnc: or du~t/l;;1 ~"er ,.Ylt1Ill4eealr.q am/cr pcrleraticn. Q3slrc:ntn!:naf ~::mar. 
r~e. tr.e~~. qa~ultls. heO·lbUS. ii"~:':'" atnolmal liVer tUI:C(:OIl rcsts: C&:I.lr~II'erv;lu System: 
OP.ores~. Insom~13. contuS!O,1. emO:lor.~1 laDI;,ty. SOillno:ence. ~t .. ~t'~ t!'~~'~",':;' h;!n l!!Vet and 
coma: Oe:mll:lOC)::: Vu,.;~I~~ullous eru~tlor.s. urUCill1. erY:~l!II'l mutl.:Olme. 5tc·/ens·J~nnsQl\ 
s.,ndrome. aklOilCla: S~lCial S:n~:s: HnnMq ~SS. amC:YCC'J :t!~r:!d :.'l',~r ailT',:nl~ned VI$IOII. 
sc'tom~ta. ano~r ch:nqn 'II co!~r v',:cnt (set p!!~'\UrIOI;Sl: i!o!:n:.::I01;:: r:·ut::c .. n,3. lr,Iat1\JIo­
cylOSlS. lpl3StIC _a. h~molyl,c ar.amli Isom'!lmcs Ccon:o$ ;OSI~·.~l IhICtr.~c~/!c:enta Wllh 01 
wIlt-OUI eCfPura. ~OSlllc~I":'~. ~"r!3S~S ,n n .. ,nogIOllin .n~ Mem~: .. .;"t ;S~~ PRtC':'Ur:o::S); i!:rdlo­
,""Iat: Ccr.~~srIV' r.':Vllx'~ule;n :~:'e~ls WIth ~r':lnal c~'~'3e!u.'cn::n. ~leval"J b!Oc~ ;ressure. 
palptt~llQns: !\!!elqic: Sy~,:rC!T!~ 01 3~c:mln31 03ln. !enr. cm!is. n,lu~t~ OIf:d 'IC:nI"~ 'nJohyla"s: 
Iltoncl~5ulsm (see COIITR;~IIOCiC~TiO:!St lienal: Acute r:t'iIl la;~~If ·n ~atlcnrs wit" orc·exlSnnq 
SIQntllC:IlItly ·rtIl)llteO le~~1 luncl,,)n. cecreaseo Cle~I'r.:ne ~!~1I ~nce. ~~yvrl3. ~..,tem~ C'fSlltIS. 
hematuria; 1.:scct:3f11!e~. CrY'!Yds :~~ mouth. QI~QIVJI ~Ieel. rh:tUns. 
fntid~n'. L!!ts r.~;.1 1~t-C.us~1 F1~/~rro.1rlli" Ut:~r;Dw"'· 
GastIlIlA::stin.t P3IIClCllltl": Cenlr?! "'!IYC'JS Sy$lt!n: P~'e'l!l1eslas. nllk..:;nat:/)",. dr.Jm abnor­
mall!IU. cs~udOlunto! c:reoll: Oum~:Q'o,,'~: :O.,C ~p.j~r",~1 n!Cf~I·/siS. :~o!031:~ril;e skin re3cllon~ 
SOCCi ... Sen::s: ConlUOCtIVIII~. Q·C'~OI3. oenc neur'IIS. C3:al3e1S: ;l~m;;:Qlc;lC: a;~e~tnq cillsodes (eq, 
eIllSlU". mCnerrnll)!ar. !~':I:eci::r:r.~~~Ilna: a·/n·,c:,n3S!iJ. n·/p~,~,yc~."oc r~::r.J~. ;otlO$lS: Car­
o:Jon'lc.iar. AtrllylhmlU ISi:nus IlenY';ard!~. sinus cr~tJy'1rC:I,1r. ,;j:,,~:c: Serum Slcko.,.SS. tuM 
eryt~err..IQSUS syn;Jronll. ~.:r.ocn·~eh~n:~ln vasCUlitIS. J1~qo<l-";~nta. A~nll: RenJI CJOdlJlY nec:'0!:Is. 
Oftrdo::!!:: In cases 01 3Cl.lle overdOSJ'ie. Ir.e SI:II1Jen snoul~ oe emOtl1ll. The aruo IS 3ClIIic: and 
excr~:td ~1 IIle ur.,. so ~;kJ!uI~ UlUleSiS Ir.ay oe oenehc:.ll. 
Dtuve aad l.~tIIlnl'1I3I1cn: 00 not el~ec'd.)2oo mq,03Y. 

Hhf:1l/!l:!n.>J 31 thrillS 3r.~ CSle031tr.r,II' S"qge.t~d ~USJ'lf;' 12CO to 3200 mq oer d~Y(~CO. 60001 
800 mq II d or 'I IIH n·e smlilCSl ell,c:";e dOS.lqe :;.'~ukl Ot uscd. I,',!d t~ ~Otl.td 0_ 0100 mq 
evety 4 ro 6 noulS u necesslIY. 
Kc.Su~~Ud: 
MOl RL'. 1.1~:~:S. 400mqtJra.~~e, MOTRIII r.lel~ts. 600 mq(geach/ 1,!QTRIN r3b1els. ellO mq(ljItlCOl) 

DoUle~ of ~OO 8~III~s 01 SO? 80Ul~s 01 ICO 
Unll·~o~e OolCIoJqt al tOO Unit ·d~~ .. O!Cx,1r.e 01 ICt] Dotlln 01 sao 
Uno! 01 Use tlOllleS u,IIOO Un,t el U;~ o~:::o.s ullCa 

Calli lin: f'!l~,r3lI.1w DlOn.lltlS ~I~eem'''' WII"""! CI~~c"CI:cn f," JIt.:ilrN crlJduct inform.1Iion. stt 
yrJVf t:;;;rJllnrrcresr:ntJII'III OJ' c.·nsull mc D.'.'';~ ,"WI. 

·Aetcltu,,~ IlCcllltlnq .'l~. tn 9\ 01 eJt,ents trcatcll ,,,III MOIRIN (rltoter~ar.t"'n$OCCUlnnlJlllleSS 
1":111 J' .. 011""- p~hellt~ ~re cnn ... " .. I. 

.onrac:O:IIl'; ate CI]~~lh.'(J uloe:~r 'l'rul1J'" C.1USJI F1el~I""'<JI'1J tl'r'nr II t~ert ~n t.~.n olle PO$lltvI 
fcd"ltl,!,"'~! or,' three cr '", .. 'Ie c:a~r.~ lX'=Ut wnll.n mlr;n t'l~ CJ:J~.1I1v 't:fJ!C!.l RI!.h:: .. !IiClj ,lfi! ~I.l~·::hrd 
IPM i:.lus.rl/ieiJWnSl'Jp U"*"".,,,· II ~~.en or mole rvenls l!,lve Otcn rep(J(t,:~ tUllr~ ClllcflJ 101 
rCH II.lve not tk:cn lnet. 

f~~;:~,-r7-' ThClJf~ch"Coll1onn., 
L ': .. ,' ., I ; KiMalll.;/';O. MI<.,;/1'rl.)1I4!)CO I USA 

IoII.UfI·"·S 
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abuse offers great powcr to the 
person \,:r.o points the linger of 
blame. 

At the very least, therefore, the 
prudent phy":;ician :;htll!ld ruut;;:cly 
employ a rcliJb!e asslst,lflt to 
chaperune physical examinations if 
the ch.ild's parent is not present. 
Other situations likely to k:1u to 
false accusntions of sexual abu:;e 
that require importJIlt protective 
measures are those in which a 
patient feels vulncrable: while ly­
ing in the dentist chair: positioned 
on an exam table, undressed; dur­
ing evening hours; ill an empty 
building; in the absence of suppcrt 
staff; under light anesthesia 
(chemical illusions occur); ex­
posed to the use of sexual slang or 
endeaIments that may be consid­
ered inappropriate because the pa­
tient may not rc~procat.~_ If a 
routine Sexual History Question­
naire is used, make it part of the 
patient's record, Use careful pro­
fessional charting. ex: "Due to 
possibility of ectopic prcl:;'!1r.ncy, a 
detailed sex history was ob­
tained_" fn fact, every complete 
medical history should include a 
basic sexual history, 

The tinlC for a sexual history in 
every child seen lllay be hcre it 
the currently widdy held bdicf is 
con-ect that " .. , a child i:-; abused 
in the US every two millutes, .. " 
The question remains: Is that real­
.Iy true? ¢ 

Su~~cslcd Rcndin~s: 

- Bok S: l.ying. New Yor!(, P:!nthcoll 
Books, l!J78. 

- liok S: Secrets. NelY Yurl<, Panlheon 
Book:;, 19H~. 

- I~ellshaw [Ie: 11lt'e.~/: (fl/(ll'I.wlllriillJ,! 
and Trmlmwl. Bostoll, Little, llrowil .'it 
Co, 19;;~, 

- l~el1:;h:tw DC: S.·,"( Tu/l~ lvr II Sa/i.' 
Child. Chic:l!-;!I, MdA, 10:>1. 
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.• .r,t:IfIII~'t.I'ltt~ "N-t:fi ';<!'I.'1'oft,l"r'''ln ,,!,U.l'l'lt "-MdtIrt,,,,t''''~ f!~mljf"",~ , .. nlll,,;! IIW/t)'. """ ""i.-I."" 1'1." 

~. '11,,,.1\' """,,;,.('th."-I, ",th"" ;m''''''II'''''~h''i'!mlllll,c''hl luwtnr U,nf!I'1'f~, 1!m1: M\'\,IC'IIr, 1tt1:': N:!!llt"',lulIl 
.C!f","'11!\'t t~~,1t «!url"jf I)) .. timl' thtlt ,,,,-, ''II!l'III~ lind aml7~'1hh'". 11111). 
t,l,ll .. tr"", "N~ th'I"" '~·"llw'. TiI\'~~nuth~t'!I t\tI,lt~ H)"'ll"rh'!l1 ~'11lpf""" 11m' rhrtmttl'f trill,. (r.~ .. I-
11f .. !f 'hit ~i"1t l\1f".lm'I""~ fn ',",'nWIIll"I!'1I .I\d tilt wl".lM~; U("'l'nMf~ JII':TI' In!.:!!tt ",,!'I'llMIt Iht-t''''ltrn 
f!""~1ttm for( l\ill" It d.-nll. lIItt.",!,' tn "\",,11 ,,/Y" '''''''mnll" Inllll'lM"lnnt (If ,t ... 

- J,.t'ftt. thlC~\I~11 Ilfitnith'~ (\rf"lllll'" 1It,,:1t It:' tll'I,ltll.I'~" 
Jtnvll"W'.,r till' '",m('dlnt.., t • .,.1 LnIlIT·T"rm ,,,.lIm tit IIrrl't't. /lft/' -"liUh,r .. 

. ~~qll(·Jrt" rf(:!Ilht f:'n:nl'll Al.Iu... ~I"' wlthclf'llv.'nl """ Imp;dl'f'd !K''''I' ",11I1I"n,III,>1\ 
Onl' mu-l I~ (:\nllilllr wilh Ihl! ~K'"1It11 dn't!I(l". (Adllm,..'1\Jf'\;fl'.I!ll'I'l: 'r_1I1 "n" W"ItftI'I'. foqn I!n" It/' 

"",nt "r !hl! ~1r-"14 nn'tt .~I'I"m~ or IIrl!UIII /l1Ju£t I" llillCr/bt(1 tolntltl'f(!rt!nco with at'J'IIrftU"".II14Hvid'III.1C'f1 
c:h!lclr~n or "nrloua "t:~ In ,itd~r t~ malto lin II\'tUtIIt. and tIOC:l~1 eontMfI b)' 'h.'nc('~uoltll fn'ltlll,,,,, 
""~m4!nt. . fmp.l,mttltt or body Itnllt;n I~ tlkt:l1 t4t 1>& 1!tlIl't' 

A"xl~,y·t"'~ll'd tI)'11'IT"froll1~, ,uch " (oort'll!n" •• 
(J{,.mplI 1I1le! 1(l!lIlpt, l!l'iM. AI~" d!'lut":l:'Ie~1 :lnd 
"ir,htn'llll'l'll (t('w;, fI",1 ~MTI'Il, 1 !?r,(II. !lttmn,lo ('Om. 
J!'"inl~ lind ,,~l'l·"~·",.,lIfle cllc(lroftf'll ("d~ln'. 1'ucltdr. 
J!l1:1; Ilnrt\"lu:( nnd n')lItlnMI, 11'1':'7), b." .. ,,~ ob· 
"",.,llmlil(!l1.1\(!Iy 1't.1!(.wir.r.lhlt ."'C\lrlIlIJU~. Th<'Jf 
,,,,,,rut "':\(tlonll (I( ""unl,Io',,,, yil."'mtl nft." HltoM 
tl) l)hll!Jlc IM.ld .. nrr of 111I1I1~\('. t~l(t'o!, Hj~2). R~p.1'fto 
a'\'@ l",h~\·I()r. rlt'h Il~ ""lIr.·.;~. 'lIumbr.tR:1d" •• ell".-

.',,' .lItd '"'T!fttfl' Ion "r(lltlem., l-l'rt'Ilt .. nll)· o!""p\..d In 
'.,', ~r,I"' ehlJ.!, .. ". Ot;)rt!'I.lylt I'},mrtt""''' "ntl run,,:n~ 

flWAY liN! mM. cII",",on In (lit!", ehllcll't!" .nd mlClle1l. 
!!'I'''I~ 

TIl. ""rrr' ar, rll"mntl.,~! 1o" ",m bf Innllr-netd by 
fJlI.!tr,t of Ihl! ('hiM. ,1I.!!x,,,,,! """I'MII. C!tItrrlon, ~r 
,'\~. lI"d t'l.I!It'O",\tllnt "h~ ... lcl!ll".'ttF)·. ~"'\'M't tl'lJU' 

I'!It.liut!lI" ("II" pr.>tlIJl'ft II r\l"''''~ P<'ttt'It~'\I",lIfic 
Mr~~ cfl~otdllf cl~nrn('tll'l~d II)' Vllnlt ftttllcli .. ,,~Inrul 
"((1>('. h~II·It',~mf,~. ri1t!hll"('M~ And morhld ffJ"r. or 
ril't'~I!",/II11.:11 it'}!!, rt h lmr~rtun~ to dl'l(~"'\(·nl tlwt 
~"".<! ""J tI"r,1li'l!1 "r lht III,xit'!V'rdnlt'11 ~y,,,,,tom. 
."., If."!r hlntllC",.1 ,.II1,IIl,,"hll' wi~h 'hl! "!XIIIII yle­
fl",I,IIII(>I'. 

C,.",.,.", "~'f""'t""""'I\~'. MI .. 'ru~.l fir /lththll I .. (I"' "It"'·",. It" thlt fn(I,,"" I",.ltch .. r hi" '''''1'1'11,,1 ".'11 111111 
~I\y lott 1';'m' .... '",I"d I~ tho ",tllhc"'" tlpt.I,,1 It, ruil,,", 
tI, ,.,.,11'11 " ... , hilt! r'II1t' 'n .... ,.""',," n'11\ It ~ IIIrtll.··.,. 
1"'11:·I~n;fll\· "n.I'· ... ,,"'. 1!'.:rJI. "'lIn,",:1I '1"·I.nlf~" 
IIf r.'!nI'r,.li~,,'I.,". nth", ml"h .. 1111,1 11I''''"11I,II"ylt ,., •• 
;~~ mfdll 1M' ,·"!lKIt! •• ",,, .1111 !'it .. 1 !'If.", Ity 11,"1 ""I'It'. 
cli4'luhlv. 

.. ",·.r ".·tr·.·.m .. '·"l "II'" 'II' """,",1"" .. 1 ~lth ~h"",,. 
W,,f!1l\.111 ., •• " ·If .1,,· I'hll.1 '·~I"·rl .. ",~ ,,,"w',1 "1 •.• ,,,,,,1' 

pl'('I!I()unet'd In ClINt ",hilt' ftCIllllt IrI'hitlll In)"ry .... 
Ill«Iftll>' t ml'fltnltll'd "'~ M~lt1I (g,lMI. H~!!). 

TIt, 1!(!'-"'II11y flbtlft'd ehll.rlll'I\'«'t'Ilt'lIllun ";11-1 fh!! 
Infflt /Iltd tlltnny '.1I11101\t tAl'! I"t"ro,.. will! t'Mrt'1,. 
trat!ntt lind "..ul~ In f'Ol)' aenrfrmle I~rrl'm,"nr.t' lind 
beh."lor Vrobh",. I" tltll et"moom (D~r-'I!II(.I\ J!)(:~; 
Ooodwln. 1M2). . 
m'tu"M"~" f" P"..""llMIIt,1..,,. end !7!'/!/'1T 17,,11'. 

ChIYrJ \'Ictlml or eOllult1 .1:JU14 (Inc" ",hl"l~ "~I~·'_. 
unl behllVil)f trueh "' "l'('Iml«<:IIII),. "'1!t'I:.J\'1' IlIlI!'lur. 
blltle". aud (P(lqlll",I,. OUCII1I,t to. ~,(," oth\'!f ('hit· 
",.,,, Ind .dult.. (el'ttWllh'llr lI11d P""tnt"", J!l77; 
MeVI!'ttr, 1fti'D; V.tm.. 1~). While thl!e 11('11-11 I't~. 

uUon o( p""I"oly nrt'rfr"fflI tmum" m!\" h!l¥i' "n 
.dllt1tl\'1I YIIIu. ror chlldrm Om'"',,"ed wit" rwl"h NY· 

uttt COftlnei.. It I. dl«tJn<'tly ",,,I,,dllpIM 'n II IInn".,1 
'nvlronmfl"t. 1'hctc ehllum! mnlntJtln I "11:h 1c!YI-' ,,( . 
!lnulIl llrout41 nnd '1'0 ""lIbll.'l to dlCr,P(lnlilllf' "rr."!. 
II""flt. rmm 'fl(uIIllnueh;nr,. 'n"lr ,,,,,,,,,,tI,,. '" I,nt. 
\/flh 1IO!n'1l1 cenltlet rlntM l hl'tn lit rMe rur "'1J4O:1II'fI 
1I!'nlld ml", .. (Urn"' lind ·nlt;'.~, 1!r77l. Whil!· """'lilly 
"bllfll'd I:Jny!I oCt"n I«omt' hfJlM'IC!XUllny 1'" ·II"'~I. 
'1I.lItllI)' "bu_ IIlrll mil)' I'ft,lI':!" In 1~1",I!.t.',"nlllf'1h·, 
Ity In Imh,. tn /t\'nhIJlf11Ultll connlLl, with "'(11~'." 

At Itwo otltl't 1'11.1 IIr!.lM! '1K'tln,"" Ilhnhl" 1I·1":tI,,,.~ 
n"d tMlwllllnhihlUnn" lint trt"l'U'lIt OW'fIlM,llIt IIr h_~.l 
.,hll'h tnlW ",'It.lt 1ft ftflulL !It!lrulIl ")'1Iflllll'l"," t~;'I'1"~ 
nnd AI,.rnOOt'r, 11m!, "'IHI ... t. "I., 1!J7!11. "~:tI I'f "t. 
(I !y,':I) " .. 1111'11 t hCl dl."lt"'" II' '''''IIII1III1!,iltl, '/H. I'd'" ,r,f' 
1Ir,t', frt'I',rlltj', IIlIcl (IIII'IIU,," fI' ",,,Imll,tk ... 1lI,,1 "'" 
~lrln'~ m'l!,1I h'f! "m .. ·lIl. 

III l'I''iC'II( .... tWl' "",I ",""nr. ",l",tll"" '''~''I·<t I" ,,,,,,. 
111111). 111",,,.,,1 ,hi"'n'" 11ll\'!' I" .. ·" ,,, ..... ,,," .. , hi .h .. !i'" 
torttlllrt·; Mf' !1f'f'~;IIr. m,...'rry' h" .. '!!" ,.,.11\1' n·,.""""1 
IIr I hi" '""fII'I. ,',,. """,, f'f.I! ,i lilt h)· ""'"'I" ... ·.· "r ,,,.\11,,1 
",hll"lI. 
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AlnHUlt 11, (~J:t:EN i\1.n. 

"hi~ p::j1;'r d:.:er:bl'!: j ml'l!;',,:i 0: (. ,':1111<1: ill:; ,'hildr(,ll n'f"j'j'l'tl illr !.\!~p(·ci ,~d !:rx\i:'! 
IIl(tk·,;t:dioll h;)~,cl 1i,"'11 (,::r curl"!Jl IdhJ\·.·!i'd;!I.' \If Ila' :' .. \'I:ll'tn:·ls :mel ~':~(I'JI'I::,~ :I~;·;(\('i:l\'. cI 
with ,'hi:d 1'1':,II:!I ,li.\I:,c, Thi!: ,,,·:.lu;l!i')f1 i~ s:':I'i'il'ally (;t'~::.!:'l'd 11.1 difft'rI·::Ii;.1;! 11.:;\\"'('11 

"true'" :llld wr,":;~" n::;:"; of ~l'x\1;l1 :lll\)<:('. 11I'pllrl:lIIL (OI'I'Jll'ir' i ... ~\1l'" :Jr,' ;tt",. di'l'u::~:('d ill 
or.lrr 1'.1 pn'par,' (hc' di!1il'i:l1l C,Il' thc' role t,r all ('l\P::n. wi: :ll.::~ in ,~(llirl. CiI"I' lti::\c)) it·s :lff' 

prc';o:ell! t,d I'.'l~ i,:l\ ill '.I~·:t rat c t he I Yl'i(':l1 pr_,bkms :lIld l'il t;llI:; i.!/1C(IUll 1 errtl cluri n:; 1 h('!'l' 

'_ Joltmnl uf !//(~ Amt'I';l'cl/1 Arnelc''''Y of Cl:il.ll',~yddatl')'. :U'" ·!:11,!J-·IG(i, l!mr,. 

" --------------------------------._----
Tht' recent inc:c.:£E' in r~p(;rlccl ::-:!:c!; of child f,cx\wl 

• nlJu:-:c and inr.;;::;~., and t.he Ilull'l,'; nus l'1':POru; of the 
high incidcnce oi clIildh'lod s'.!xllal Ilhusl1 in t.he his­
toric!! of psychia! l'il'~i!ly impairc:d {lclult!! havc rc~:ultc:d 
in an incr,,~:,ed :'\\',',U'E'ncss (.If this phenom"lIon by 
mellt31 h<'nlth Jl!'(lri:~ ;lonnb, lawyer~. judgE-5, lind Inw­
enforcement PC'rl'Ol1llcl. Heccnt.!y, the m?s~ l1lC'oia co\'­
cr3ge (If C:lS'!:; of incr:;l hilS made it a topic of conver· 

t $ati"n for the by pu!:.lic, 
l\·forc Ilr:d l'le!"e· u1l6gntions of illt:e5{. 3nd 5c,:u:tl 

I'h:l~z by h::~h:'''Hb :!r~ bein~ In::ldc by 1.heir wiw:i:> 
I durin~ c'J~tndy di~iHltr..:;. 

If the al~e~ations Drc proven. the )H:rpctl'afor. usn­
nlly the hu~hc:;d/fni h"r is exc!udl!d [rom cont art. with 
his children. Vi~iln1ion b stl5peJ;dcd nnd tilt! plaintiff 
is awnrd!:'d ful! cu~totiy of th~ c!li!dre:lI. T"e~e c:~ses 
comprise n cuntinuum, l'an~ing from obviolls r.nsc~ of 
~('xUJl :no:e~[:,tion corroborated by the child, tcsti­
mo,lY of willl(>5E(>f; :mcl physic~1 evioence o[ sc~:uDl 
cOlltnct, to sitll:ltions in which t.he nllet!:ll.ions arc 
firmly c!l'ni"u hy thf! child :md :uc b:ltl 1.0 be unli:;cly 
by nll e:iCE·p!. the plnilltiff :md her coullsd. Child 
p~ychi:ltrisf f. nre frc'lt!cnl.l:: lI~:cd uy bot.1i si(k~ to 
cV:lIll~t(! the child :tnd m:'d,l' a (k·t('rmi,wtion ahout 

I the alltlwllticit:,' or t!:e c1H1rgc~;, The: <1r11l:1:1 Ofl'~ll Ull­

. folds in tbc fo\1o\\'il1:: mnnnC'r. The ir:tte wife d\.'~cril:c!-\ 
how ~he di!;l'o\'er(;d I he i-:e:-.:ual :lhll·:P. nnd h";n~~ in 

I nlltliocn:;!'cl!r':' or t he' child':; cIJI1Cc-!':;;it.n. Tilt, ltu~klJ1(! 
i~ OIlI 1':ll-!l·d 11 lid i nd::~n::Il t, :lIlcl \,C'hl'IIlCII t 1.\' th'lI iI'S !atch 
pl'r"('n;~ tll'lw· .. ior. '1'11(' l,:(.y 10 the s(1)\11 iOIl w~'J:llly li('s 

, wilhin the r.hilu and (,:lll Il!! l:lppul by' i'I f;C'n;:ili\'c 

U.,,,·;,·l'tl ;\/m". S. 1.'1, ... ;; "'1';<1'(1 .JI/I:. :!:I. 1!1.".'O nllti NIIL'. I .• 1!1."-'i; 
f:C"t'.';,hot/ ~\·Cfl' ....... I!.','i. 

I1r. u,.,·,·'1 ,< fill' .\f,',I;I'I;/ /)t,i"'/'" ,./ 1/,,· /·'"mil,· (',.",." """ 
I Tir"''''''utir SII' .• ,·,,· ,,/11:.· /""":'.""//(I/I """i,il,,/ ,,/I/U' ('il\, III ,\"'W 

r"d .. ,.u./ • \ ,."" ",'t' {'f".h'I:.! Itt"I,···.··I'r f,/I":"/,;"I,.", ('f,l,,,,,',;,, I t,,;_ 
c·.·.'·~.,,\' ('u!(.',:.' ,,/ i ·,"··.h·fflll .... "",/ .'tlln: • •• " ... 

S, lid ""'/1';' (":~/I":' I .. /I,. I; ... ·." II! Ii,.' 1',,,,,I,.\I,·,i,,,, 1/"'1';1111, 
I li/b",;. 'i:':' I\'. 1"""11 ..... / . ,""'11' 1 .. ,1 .. {\' r III·'.I:!. 

".~1;~ 'j r::;~/: '~I-':II: flll~I:: 11':.1111, I.' 1:1;'1; II~ d;,· Ah:"rk"" ,\,·: .. 1· 
"'n\' "t ('Iulol 1·,\,·I ... ,I,.v 

H!I 

psychiatric c\'.,ll1:.tion of the child :1Ilt! tl:c P:t1'I'I:l~, 
which ~~h01JId illdu,:e 0!Jst'l'vnlioll of thC' child iOlil'f­

actin;; ",'ith c.:!ch p:ln:,nt. The chi!;! p:;y:;iti:lt:-i!:L I1Jl1:·,'.: 

try to provine t!Jo l'Ol'rC'ct l,li"wC'r, which will IH! tOll­
veyetl to t.he court. A llli!.takc rni~ht jcopnrc!i'l.c a 
child'!{ future or d(:~trny a :nr.n's fnmily lif" :md C:11'I',"r, 

This IWP(!l' is dc\'otl.!d to !l!'epnril1:1 the: child psychi­
atrist. for t.his :w:(:sOlne t.:w!·" by re:"i('w:n~ llle (':'11::1 "J­
ing data b~r.c conccrnin~~ child sexual ;lbl1sC :llJ(i !;ug' 

~esting it modiilc:atilJl1 of th~ t.r:tditicrd chitd Vy,,;,i­
£!.tr;r: e\,t1h!otit1n dt!~j[':ned (0 diffcl'caliiltc tru~ \'ktim:-; 
of chUd sCl_m!l aIJli~~ from t ho:~~ l~lsdy imjJiic~lt:.:u ill 
sexual ~ctivity with 3d\lH,~, 

Review of t!le Litc!."ntnrc 

Despite t.he incrcnsin; nlllilucrs of f,c,:ually nhtlse·d 
children referred to child p:;ychinLl'isu: fur )l~,yr:hi:tl ric: 
e\:nl\lat.i(ll1~. there have O\!P.1l vf';ry few public:;1 i(}l1:~ 
denling wilh t.he phenomellon of fc:l!'e nllcr;.:tli(1ll~ of 
sexunl nlo!e:,st.atioll. Pet.ers (lD7G) rCl1t:rtcd ·1 f"l.·~i! flC­

cus~tions in a total ofG-! children broll;;ht to., ho::pi!::l 
emert:cncy room [or :m~pcc(.(~d sH;.:t:~1 ~IJU8e. Gov(h\-in 
et Dol. (1978) di~cover(:d I hrJ. 3 of -it) !;c:w;:! ,,!:u:;c C"H,('~ 
reported to n child nhll~:c fll::.oIlCY WNe iJ"!',l'ti 11JlOll r:d::~ 
all(~~alionr., TIIU!> G~'~ of rc·por(~cI C':l~r~~ of child ::('\lI;'! 
nl:u;;c c{Julclll'J{ he Sulbl~'nt.:;il.~d. C!,i!tl p';ydli:t l ri::f~ 
who l'vaIIiMt.' !':l':w!llIy ahu-.;cd children IlIU~:t 11:.' :1Wal'l' 

(If this !;nlall hut l'i~ni Ci'~:IIlt. llumber of .. f,,);,\! pm:;· 
tives," . 

l\-fMC! frcqut'nt. fnbc all('f!at ions of Hexllnl alltl!:e an' 
lll:ule 11)' pnn'l1ls dllrillJ: eUllrt lit i;,!:llioll ;1I\'0I-.'i1l:: ('11;;­

loci: .. :1I1;ljor vir-it al ion, HI'llcc1dt and Sl'iI~:1 !;y (I !).'~.:) 
fail,," til c!oulI'lc'nl. t:haq:l'ij or ::e>:ll:ll :d)\I~" ill III 0(' )g 

child (('n (~\'nlll;il cd du ri::~ d i~'JltI! l':l lI\'er ell::I,·d.\· ;lIld 

"i:;il;llilln, Tlli:. :;1 rilr.in::ly Iti;:h (!i,"i';:,) iJlI'h!(~I1\,t· \)1' 
r.,h;c :dll'::at.iulI:: i~ :;OIIl'''.· .. h:iL C'OIl1p:lrar,)(! 10 1 Iti:; :\11-

t.hor·:; dm'ull1f'111 al i,," of t r:d·:,! alh,::;tf illll'; ;" II I'hil­
dre'lI n'p''''!''d III he ~:(:xlJ:dl~' ;,I/lI:,,·d I,y tilt' 1111111·,,,1-', 

dillll'ar:'llt in I Iw ('(\lIl"~1 or ('llilt! (,11~ilt,t!y 1\1111 'vi:.1 i-
1.:Il!"" dis!,IIII':' (:tti';;r). Hr:llIl illld :;illl; (1!I:t·l) 1'''1111111-'' 
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III ;",.Fli()~\ tll f('lld(·~ill:~ :Ir! ()Pi~li:)!1 ;'lh'~lllh(' ";did­
It\' III I ill' :1!k,'~:\li\ln:: of ~(,::\J:;l .11,11'·.·. !1:I' ('hild jl!:\'­

d'li;'::'i:.! !i1:rn!ld ini!i.:tt: ;~I\ inlt'nvllt:Il" Whil'h \'.ill 
dII""I,roll·('t Ih' ('''iid I'l'lIlI1 l'!ir: ilC'r I r;H:;;~·I. :nd deal with 

hi:, lOr I;;'f ('nl(1lio:,.l! d:,,"I'(:t>r. 1'1)(· ~::d1(i"1rd ps\('hi­
:11 ric I"';du;:lion of chi!,:;t:ll rl'qui:"'s l'U:I)C' mo<lifica­
finll. Tlw a~:~('s::-1l1t.:l\t {)rlL'll requill'S lllurc fl'c'qucnl 
('till! ;H't C.·l·~· :l lnn~c'r p~'fi:ld 0 r ('\,ah :::t ilm, li:, {he i!1c:·~t, 
,i(\jll'~ 'If(' 0(:"11 hi!7hiy r~:;is!ai)l tf) dia'cl q\:l',,!iunir.;~ 
aJ,oll! th" tr.llllllati(' C'\",·nls. If. n('CC~:':lry. the initbl 
~1'~:-:i\.l!1s ~ho',I:d be d;;vO[i.'ti to est<l!'}i:~hinr: :111 :lImos­
l'hl.'re of safety allo-trll~t. ~13ny c: t!ll' d:ildrc·n ""ill 
IHI\'C' pn.'\'iollsly b~('\l !'uh3"dcd to rcp:::::u .. 'rl 'lur.::,t ion­
ill~ about the molt;sl4ll ion by p:m'!1:~, child prolective 
w\lrl:~rs. police, nod distl':.:t. atl(ln~cy:;. The nc:[c}1:;(:s 
(If the chiid sho\lld he r(.>spcc1cd at ttll till1Cll. The 
child':; rc-:;pOIl!;es 10 th£' ince:,t c:::n h!> elkited indir~ctly 
throti~h pl:ty, f~l1:~:~Y, and dJ'c::~ms, once a po~iti\'l' 
re!aliOl:ship is e:;I,[luiisiled v,'ith i.h~ int~r\'if.wer. ~ome 
childrc-n" will b~ able to cle~cril;e the mole!)t ntioll 
op<'nly, with !l minimum of cli:.:tre!';s. In these ~it\ln­
lio:!s. :i dc~crirti()n of th~ sexual encount.i!rs may be 
f'1Ci)it;,:~d by t h<:: introdu!;i.iun of ~Ii~.tom;ca!ly CO:'f('ct 
d/.1l1s. The chi!d 1l1il~ht nbo be invited to describe the 
nature 01 the: ~exual ('!!n~~ct l.hrou:;h dl'a\'iin~s or .:]'!j' 
figures. 

A cnrC'f'.ll, detailed hi~tory should be obtained flo:n 
the p~rent or guardian, in ordc~r to cetect pO~i,\ib!c 

"", immedi:lte nne! IOI1(;-term sequc!~e of sexual fol:u.~e 
previc.\isly di:.cu;;s~d. This should include a develop­
mental history, to pro\'i(!c 11 cont.r:lst ue:twecn pre- and 
post·trmlmntic fun~:tiol1in;;. 

The usual p~ychiatric :\s~ef,sment da5ig-ned to gather 
informntion ~bol1t the child':; ego strength, obj~ct J'e­
lalionl';. c.bf'm!;:.".'s, mood, uffect, (nnt,:sy life, .. 111<1 eOi.!­
nitive flll1ctiolli:-:g hl~ould detect the typic~ psycho­
p:1tho!(.~':)· uno dj~l;rdcr . .;.(lf sexual b:::havicr a:;soci::tt::d 
with $(,:,\1411 m()le~tatil,)n. The Il;:ture: of the chiltl's 
rcspon:;Cl> to the c:-:nminel" can he re\·C'::ling. For ex­
nmpb, iflh!' child ('xhihi:;; a frightclh'd, a\'oiri<:nt, and 
l11i~t n'st flll <bme:'mnr wit i1 a m,~)e ',:H'lnil1C'l" nnd is 
1lI(.rC' r'l'llllt nn{,Ol:~ and fri('ndly (o\\Md nuult fCllI~lcs, 
~cxu~d "\)lhL' by li ma!" i,., li~:('!y. 

l':l·,'dl.:'!'s to ::ay. ph.v'.ic:d uXiIlllin:\t ion of the child 
sbollid pn'I,'I'c!'.' 111(' p"yd.int ric L'\',illla!ioll. The follow­
in;! d!;":I1Ct:,! ic il1di('.1tl'r~ l'nl\'idl.' din't:t or wpp"rl i\'(' 

(~\'ilkll(,(! IIf Jlu::"ilol~! 1'1'\'I,d al!u:·:l': \ l'Il(,I'C:tJ di:;t:a.,.t:, 

i.e .• l:ol1l1l1l'rhc'a, syp:'ili.:. llr ;~I'1\it<l: h('r:)('~, ;~t'llit:ll 01' 

'1111',,'c("! t r.Hllild, fc.t'~i;:1\ hodil':, ill 111(: V"f,i:):\ or 
rC'l'tlll~, l'\'i\l('I\('(' o\' !,PI'rIll in \'nr:ill:l ur rectulTi. (wr­
(O:;I! :,11 llYl1ll'1l wit II ""id,'II\·d \';I;:inal ol'l'T1ill;:. 

Ndi"!lihty IIf till' ('hil,l's lJi.l';"SIII·/· 

Til(' rhi!d':: 1t'~'!il1l1":~' i:; U!,I\ til .... :,IT"plabl,' 10 tIll' 
.,t I'II\IrI if I\l' or sill' i" 11"11'110)\1;:11 til \·(·,Io:lii,.(!. 1-;1111\',':' 

III 

I ',' • 
\'.·h~·t tllt, tr\lll! i:-:, :1lld (':\11 di:;til\;':~li!,h ri;:\~l flll:!1 

Wfl'Il::. Till' l':,~'('hi:;l r;;,\ ':, lTilc~i:1 f,,\' 1'I·!i,ll,jltt." II!' (11" 
ch:!d's di ·d(J.';lII'~: or ~., .. \ 1I::1 llllll~'(: ;: \'\' Il,! ;-;:(717.i\iTir;::\:-­
TI)(' l'hi:,i'~: n·th:"j;-:;tillll~. d'li i!I:: ll\l' I ,: . .\'l'fli:ltI it' ('\';:/­
lIali()!1 t·.'ll:W( 1)(' :In.::';)lld itt Lice' \',d\\I.!, l"',·,,w~' l!t ... ·y 
are gl!hjr·('il'.:l to \'()\':I'ri'ld (btllrlill~ ildk~ll(,(':; (ro II I 
within, i.C',. ~·,h;!ln:.' :ind ~:u:lt, :1nd k::\', 1'rt':.-1 ILl' ('Il\'i­
ronment. ~;\li;('rt'~:o prl'~·;\li(, . ..; rC~\lll ill .·.h::t:-,e 1''';:;ll,l­

ill;; PNI it'ip:j i~lt1 in "\'orl):d!:vlI" ~('xu;d Old,; ;~(T'.lIIlI';I" 

nied b~' pit-a'l1r:dlle >;~n~:.ti(;li~, and ;~Ii!l c\'IH'Cf11in'~ 

the prr~~'cutiull of lhC' f:lhn [\l)(.1 tLc :,uh.,,::qllt.'111. 

brcnkllp of th·.! r:tll1il~'_ l::::knd thrc::(>. l'lf r<.:t~'i:lti~)11 
and pl.'l',i<;i1nl('nt. fur belr:::yiili: tbe jll:rjwlr:,ior mi~:hl 
cngcndt'r [('ar and anxiely. These l'rC;:;fl!r:-::; tend t u 
inhibit ciisdl);;l.Il'c of the ~~cxll~:l ahl1.3C', cawill~: incc::, 
victim~ to (iI:ny nny kllowli.'t~~c of tb~ !nc.,jc'statiol1. 
Thercfor,;, dp:1iul of the inc('st .::dlc[;:1tiom: hy: I.e child 
h::ls li;)1i~~d \· ... :.iidity. On l.iH'! other h:1.Ii(;, if I Lc chiltl i~; 

ablc to dcscrib~ tl,e sn:-.:u:-:! F.lmsc, onc must. l6vt! it 
credcnl.:c. F~\J.;;c e1.:mir..\s, tLclefol't', Me common, hilt 
false disclosures are r3re. The:;e do occur, hO\'iever, in 
the fo!lo"ing r-ituutionr.: 

1. The c1,ild is "bminwa:~h('d" by n vindictive par­
ent, usunJ!y t.he mother, who f:.;.bricat.-;:; th(~ inct':.;t ill 
order to puuish t.he SpOU~~ by c:-:ctud;n~~ hill) from 
further contact with the chi·ld. The accus~tion might 
be completely wit.hout foundation, but i" is usually 
based upon a corc of reality, i.e., obscrvation~ of 
normal, nff('ctionnLc phy:;icDl conlact bctv.'cen SPOliSC 

and chikl wi! h scduct.i·;2 O\,crtOl:CS, or lhe spow;e's 
bathing or cl(!~ning the l~e!1it!ll area of the child, 

2_ The child is ini1l1cm:ed by n delusior,nl mothcl' 
-<vho projects hel' OWll ullcon::ciolls "exual rallt:\si('~ 
onto the ~pousc. Thc:~c women trtlly misrK!!'cp,'ivc tbc 
rel,:tio:lsbip bel w('en !'pOW;(! and child. and \1rc \.1:;tI;dl.~' 
diagnoEed :.5 hiz! rionil~ or paranoid pcr:;ona!ity elisur­
deni, Ol' p~n;noid schizophrenics. Th(~re ig a frcqu(:nl 
hist.ory of previuus al'cl!~;dlil)n5 of scxunl :niscol1c!\ld 
by t11l: ~:P(l!I:iC with Glhc-r r;lmil~' Il1cmbcr~ or ollwr 
wonH;~l_ Thc$c women Ih)mklrd their chi!d.-c·1l wilh 
inces~nnt. illl'!rrO;~:lt iUll!, :Jiluut. the al!('I!l.'d :.(!;wa/ t:on­
t.act., ::nd IJl:e!;~;urt! them tu atcepL l.lwil' dclw:ioll:-i, 
crcnt.i lI:: a "folic il dcux." 

Both tlw .... indictive .ll1d (k·lw,iolwl nlul.h('rs «,ill­
force th~ child';; t·o:J1pli:lItc0. h.'" "':1 lillo/dill;: !O\'e ';I lid 
npprt)\';t\ if Ill! (lr she dl'l1i('~; t hi' incl'!il. 01" d('II1()I\~,tr.dl". 

p(.~:iti\'\! rL'(~!illi:!> {owi:l'd I ill: ('atllf,:,. 'l'lll:~;t: W()i~ll'n f()~" 

tcr nh:Hlrlliid dl'pI:ndf'IIl'Y ill th(' chiltln'l) to f,tdlilllll' 

tllt'i,. 0'.'.')) Il;\rci:;:;i~;tn ,ll:c1 10 I'lIIl1P:'I1S",I(' for t lll'ir 
tIllHali~;r"l'1 /)r~' lov.: \'I·h( i. '11';hip~;. 

Till' :dll'~',::t illl1:; of i",(':,1 \1;;l1:dly IH';~ill ::hllllly ;dtl'r 

tht: I:);:ril;d ~:('p;:ra!i(1I1, whih' till' child i:; \'i:ililli: 11 .. 
(allilr. 'I'lli' IIlljlTt lll~,s inhl'J'I'IIt. ill thl' ~;!'Jl:I"oIt;(ln :1",1 
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:111" " ('~Il" .1;·;.,1" .... '1(1 ~ :l~ I !:(' (';.1 ::1:,:,( ('or tit;:; I';!,lw· 
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10':i\',,:. ;'1'u\'.',' \, 
'" '1'1'" ,!,,·:I:·. ,"'''. 'Iti(llh ,,(:. \Iii.} ~l1\l~l' arl' :,.1:,('(1 f., l. I I ••• ' •• ' 

1(\ II '("'1"'" r·,· < •••• ( : ':oali;,';' ! ll:l!: Oil rt';dil~·. Thi" l ( t • • . ~ l • ~ , • • • . • 

~,rl' 1 ·lIlll· '" i,'I''';'''; l':1r;, 1'\"l'ri!'IICe with (ld,:!L 
t ;,-:, ","" 00' • /'. 1 • .... 1;.," '., .••.• . I ,. ,I 
h\·:.t('rl(·:-; \','j:": (' i·I\·.·;('r •. :, C',.j ,,,, 1..1,t.l~It. .. ,I t .. f( l 

li'lei!' p.·n·t·p! :0:;: ::1:..1 l'C':dit:; It·, ! ill;~. F:lIlta~.il'd ill~'l'!oot 
is IIIOr,' ('O\ll!lW:l i!~ })!C';it!ll.",,·(·)l! c'r "d.)L·scenl ;~lrJ:\ 
WhCll'rtljt'et ;\;'::- 1:',','1) Sl'Xl:;I!,,· .. i ;l,('~; n.llll) Ih~ j',ll'l'llt, 
'1'1,,',' al,.;() "xl1:;';; l:','~~cri,JI ii~·;·:·(.'n:!llty t.rall:;; II 10 rI.· 
T;"I :-,,·1\\ t h~v :i;-C' f:;:!" ;:i'." d,-"'lu~i~);:.t! ~; ;}d pi\ranoid. 

4. 'The ~hi!d ~,:;. (::." nc('u.';u; t Li' ':':1: her of in,,(':;( for 
)" (' ,'" . . t' . 'I ,,(',. I' rf·\·~'Ii~'(: or [\..,!~,::.::~');' ... ,ar() .. ~a I!i\ (·.; ... !:,~=1 lClll \';1 .. " '..t.\ • 

rc':~,ll'ilJe ull,ki:-::!;'! n-lOti'.·<:ti(ll: for tlwir alk';~[;(iun. 
i.e., ('Ill"(>' owr r,:::u;t. rUl!islll;I'~'lit or de:lfivuti(,:l, or 
clC!:~ire t'o rt'I11O',;: t he' fat.h~r or :,lc'pf;ilher frvIn t hI.! 
hOJ:l::>. 

F[1ise Uifdo!"tl: (':; of ince:st by r.hild:en po.:;s"c;.': the 
foilowing ell;;!r;:,,; '2 ri~t:cs, Det.!il:; of t he sexual i1Ct.idi.y 
arc (,b!nil~et! l'mh~'r c':l~;ily ullrb~,; 1)l(~ initial ini0l'\'ic'\',', 
or ma\' even be o!'(,<;t'ntcd ~l)Ol1t=:1l~"Jw:.l\' by thc child. 
'fhe Ciliicl:-C'n 'ar~ c:m"'pokrn' und nC';ldcf~nsive in their 
dt':.;;;riptions of sl'x~:li acth'ji:,', \·,·i~hollt si~nificar.l 
chng,,~ ~n mcc{l :n:.; nfff'ct. ·n· .. ~y (Iftl~n w:C' ~d~dt 

tcnnino!ugy to clE:'C'ri!l\! f,!milni:: fmd part.s of the hody. 
l" .'. : .. - .......... : .... 0" ILc r.,I, "r l'~"d "re ca.'·rw _ rCnU!.H! ;.,l\ .......... ~. 'l~"l!u::., .1 .Il ",,,.,c.; riJ..a., (.&. "'\"., "" 

ti\'e :"hol!t the l~··(::cstf\tkn and th~ir dizclosurc is 
(L~Ia.,.(!d ar.d coni::,':.;-J. occuni .• ;:: only ~ftcr weeks or 
mO,;l.hs, if at all. Tj~eir :.dicg41tiu!;;.; <11'C oftcn rctrnc[,:d 
elld (hen rcstatt>d. 

Di;.:clc.~l!!'e i:: uSl:ally accomp.micrl by deprcsse:U 
moed anu UiSl r ... ;~,.c:d or int£n!\c afi'l::!ct.. They U!:;~ u~c 
8pprc~~riatc E~X'.l:11 t.~rmino!ogy. \>"ith youn:;er chil­
c1r('II, I he i"cest is u~;J<tlly recl!13ct('d symboli('nil:; ill 
play or f:1l1i.a5~' iH:!'J!'t: it call bc \erbnljz~d. S0me 
S('\'CI'(,Jo; trtlum:::i;:(·rl chilc!rcn wiil ~\'oid ;~ymb{Jlie play 
wil h ltt;Hs or ptlPjl( l:i. nl1d are tmn1,!(': 0 fa:;hion h\lln~:n 
!ig-mt·!) out of c!;~y nr .wirh dra'.',ill~'.S bccol1;.e hUIJI:ln 
illit'r,'Iction is wo c1n.;,.:!ly a~:so':;:il cd with thc i:lce~;t 

cxp~r:cncc. Tilt .,: l'hiidr~1l arc more cotnfortah:t' ell­
r,nf,in;:: in rcpCllliv(;, l'0:1CrC:tc pJ!;y. 

rat'crvc(iOl\ hctwcc'll ChilJ and Parent!; 

l/liti~lIly. lb..: ylltll1:! c1:ild is usually i'een with tht' 
nl(llhrr p!'l·::I~llr. ;;i order til rL,dliCt· his or her :i\l~;i;;!y 
m:d (lldlle lhe d:i!.! 10 {'el'! ~i'(·l:fl'. The IlIO! 11C'!'·cl!iid 
inll'rlll'ti(lll o!Tcr:; Ii·.!' ,'iir,il'i:1I1 a f~,~:ldard "pnll \l'h:rh 
to :1:;:,('.';:; thl' n·I;'~i,:;:."!:ip !J(.(\., ('1\ fhi.: child ;llld :he 
nll:·i~;·d !,nlH'1 r:i:/,r :-:('~w,l!y :,Llh;·.! d:i1dn'/1 0(1(':1 

('"hi!!:! ;-;i.:no.; u:' ".;:, :l1llll'''~ ,lilt! ilJi,il,itiClIl wil h (Ll' 

i.:1kr. !\t lill"" II:;·:: :lI~;:ht r,fll:'l' \(1 ('!1I,'r 111(0 .:ffi(·\.' 
ill I :i" p r \',',1': 11'l', i ,'1.· '\;1 I );lrl' III s : n' pr(""'lll, t I,I' vi 1-: i :11· 

i;'(',1 ('~I;ld Illi::lil 1'::1.': ll' (Ii'.' II1Ct~:II·J'. 110\\( ... ·,'1'. i! 111(' 

:«')(I!:,I"I'/lI"d \I; •. :; IIdl', ;:I.II!·:::I. ;11:.1 111111111:','::1,1" 

iii;:. 110:' "hi!;! ,11':·:.1 ,.!::.,II".\. H'"h'll ivc! 1I\'I':~':i"r \";1 II 

1 '.' 

(lit' (:ri~H'r j';I:hvr (kin a (rarr'Jhv;::l{ti~-(>~.,.M~f+ 
the \'il,:il,l i~ Ino ::.1i111:: 10 appr,'ri,,:(' th{' (;l"'i;,lit 

\l,d II i e 11:' 11:1.' ll!1I!' ,t.1I i, 1Il. 

l.J,·III--iul1:t! ,lllll ,';.I/,!i,·li\'c lIlOllwr,; ",ifl'll ('11111 r,d (II(' 

child hy !nullitoril:;: il;~ or her r(';'p'1I1~~':; I ilrou;',11 ('Yl' 

COI~t:l('(. (1111i ~u!.I1(· f:tl'i:d t'xprv·.:--i:l!ls. TIl(' "k.lin· 
wa~hL'd" childn:lI rl~"t)t)ll(i iJ:; "C:ll i'~;ill::" wil h l!:t·;)' 

mot ~~~'i':: lJ~·;Ort· P! "I', vdill~. '1'1;(':;l' chddIC'll lI;.ll;di:· 

bl'h:~\'c in a h01-:i.ik !I1:Wllt'r to'.\'"rd t hl'il' j"I!!Il:I' .. ; i'l (:lC 

pr(':;l!l1n' of their l)\O: her. but rr\'l','l ttl friell(ili ill':;:: 
whC'll :I:(.y nrc llO 10.11:~:r ur.d{'l' h"r ,·cnl(iny. Til (';;:":1 

of ::('1 ,ui1\~ inc~~ t, the II~!.II he r·c), ill: rl'l ':( iOIlShiJlIl1 i::llt 
aprC';!r 110:'\1 ilc or !;! r<.:ill,,:l. but. I Ii'.: rltilJ is ::('I1('r;o!l:,: 
morc i'('arllll wi (h Ihe [ ... lill'r. Th.:' (l'lle i!:ct'st vid i:n 
will r;o.:·C'iy dc~criL(' tlw sexual ::cii\'ity in (he f;ltiwr's 
prc:,ell(,C, out of fl?ar and ;,:-uil!. while the "Im.in· 
washr.·d" rhild will d:l this jf t h~ lJlO~:':r i5 also pW.:'I~i. 

Obr.crv:1! iOl~s of ih~' l'lI i Id with hnt II parc'urs provi(\:~ 
us wit 11 adelj( iona! i liloTlII[ltioll wilich may confirm 01' 
rcfutl! orif:innl imjll::;,siow~ dC'rhcd from inc!ividll:t1 
sessions with the cl.i1d and p:ucn:!; f;epur::tcly, alld 
from t he history and ph:":;ieal findillgs. 

Evalu~t;,m of (.he Parent~ 

A sepnrntc psychi .. tr:c; exuminaii(Jll of cach pment 
shodd ('omplemc-nt: th~ previous C'v:'I1i.l'ltiol1!o' and pm­
viele additional c!u::s ::IJc,\It. the rcti;:biliLy of the cJ,il(r~ 
It>st.ir;;0ny [;'ld t!;e fili-.,ily p~~·chodYI;:m.;;,;s cOlli.j':i;~i.­
ing 1.0 t h~ inc('st. Til.:! evaluation Hhou!d include a 
detailed :·.(~;;t1al hi,;to! y from ePoch pmellt. noll! ;,~::­
ually :11m;.ing f,,:h,_'!":~ Clud Illotbcrl; of incc!;t. \'idims 
are mo,(: lilde)' (.0 lu:\'e e::pcl'icncccl ph~lsicnl or !.(,':wal 
abuse during' th:.:ir chi~dhood than nOi):!/m:';in,! fathers 
and their spousc~:;. TklS wit.h the f(l~h(:I~, t.he sC~lIal 
abW'~ (,If (he child 1!1;i~ht rc~rc~:el\(. an adiVf: rC!cnar,t· 
men!. of a ]l:ls!>ivcly c:-.:pc'ricnccd tmtll:l:t durinr, a :;t;,tc 
of be;pkssness. Some of t!Wf,C moUl'~"~ I~jriht con­
sciously CJI' lIncol1:.ciO\~dy crC:lte ~ituntiullS in which 
t heir children nrc vllin.:- whll' t.o mok::;; a!io/1 ;1S n mean;. 
of must('ri!1~ their (),"'Il int:est 11';'I1111:l. rilC fat l:lT~ 
SllC'llld (ll:~f) be qll::'StiOih'r1 nUoul. ot hi'!' fvrms of i1bnnl.'· 
mnl i'C):Il:t! IJl!havior, such tiS c:.;hibil.' C1 i1islll. rape, \'oy· 
eUri!;lll. ,:IlU other I'I.~rv('n;i(Jns, which Iwvc hCc-ll of len 
as!:ociatL'd wil h pcdop~!ili::. 

Depn::.;sjoll in Lht! j,,1 hC'r a:;socia!.t.~d wit.h the S('Il:1-
rnlioll to. divc,!'cc l;'ligllt. : rj:~:~"t' t!II' illl'I~:;tu(lI\S IIl·II" .... · 
ioJ'. ~illJilllr cI(!pj/~~.~:i\'(· n'ndiol1!'i illtlll~ Illotlwrs mi::hl 
e(llIl,il,lIll' (0 a wi(hdJ'<I\':;li from llil'ir :;JlOW~1' aud 
l'hildrl'u. ~:I:lti(ll: III<' .... I:I'!.· for illl'<':.1. '1';<' prp .... I·IW(! (If' 
hystl'ri";d, p<lr:III(lid. (of ,1('lm:iolwl p:.,\',hlJf\a\ hoi,,:!'.\' ill 
the 1l11.I: I,<:r ::lloldd ;.1"1 ( '.nl' \.0 the l ... :;~.jllilil.y or II f.d:'l' 
:1('1'11' .. rI i (" I. 

J!ol=.· o1'1l11! (,I,i!.! i);"y(·lIi:lll'id. ill Courf 

1o:'.';,lu.>I i(1l1 o( a (l.iU :dl"::I·d III 1,,:\ ,. 111'1'11 :;(');11:111·, 

/,1,11'('" idc'\il:t1,lv 1(':11'; (0 :.11111(: I\'JI(' III' (·IHI/·1. ill\'l,ll,'I' 

=-.... 
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::1,'111. I'.illicipi\;;dll ill tIl<' k::::1 P!II\· ... '..; 1l';I~ I'~'l'ur I'll 

:11.::1\ kw: .... '1'111' r!lild l"',\('hi:l: I i:,t 1I~i;::11 hl: :'1" 
.. ,.l'IIIII·d hy th\,; (Ollr! ;:; ':n il~dq'(':'(;"lil l·\·;;:I.I,;!OI', Ilf 

\' nr ;;J\(. ::Ii:!!,t bl· ~c!l;'·'I.1 :1"; :111 (":pl'r( wit i\~'~' ... h~' 
!IIIlf' r t I' ./" I,'! '. till' ::l(t'r\H'Y:'· JI"of ! ;'.' Jl ;.:1'\: I (1[' (ol' l'lH ,lIlt. ~nil:(' 

.. "iini"ia:b ill',' din'l·th' C'I; !,', '::, din 11](::\\.11 !:~':11I II dill­
:.· ... 11\(';11('<1 Wii);;" t!,~ jlh';:::i!l,.,r !':111lily COlin. O:h('r;; 

IlIi::h! h~ ~,:lI!):.('I\,~(,d:\,.. i: 1'( ,..lIlt uti :k'r:llll:~lti( l'\lll\:;n 

iIIr wit It tho child i:1 ~ ('hi!.! Jl~;~.,'Chi<llr~· or otJlpa\ ll.'nt 
:o'tttlil'g. 

.. Tit!:' child !):;~'(hi;H:-i~t !:hl:uld ;iC! [IS "n i\[h-oc:!!C 111r 
Ih~ tnlllm:lliz,:d YllHt1j;::H'r, :mcl try to ach;c\'c li:~ 
(ol!()\\'ill~: I~\xlls i:i. th('-l~(lmt M':! in~~: (il) cO;)\'l'yi i1;: the 
I'syrhcdyna:nics of !';r.~u:J auuse and tIll' imv,.c\ of 
incci'\ (rom the child's 1'\'J':,pecti,'C! to the r.ttolncys, 

.. ju:C'T::, nncllhc rom!. The l1:JtUiC oflh~ child':.::"-:,,p­
Iillion to Ihe tr<.Hllll<1 5hn~ld ,,1::;0 be t-~:plri!ivil: i,b) 
minimizing 1 be chi iu'!'. i"U:'l her traumal :7.:lt:cn b:,' t;i ~ 
I(·)!al s~\st;-m, i.e., ensuring that the l'hi:d is :l(':t.:q'I'1t~ly 
pn:pnrc·d fur court :lppf':1r211Ct>5, Ilnd redl!ci:';':: t:1C il~l­
pact und' frcqu€:n\~y of interro&ntiolls by !)oiicc m:d 
dil>~rict n.Uornl?ys. 1\t;r.y of these objecti\'~'~ l'l~.~· be 
achieVed by tilt' rtl'POintl:'ll'!1t of a g\~c\rdi:::l :1d l;~cm 
for lhe child; (c) I'cco:nmending- n pmtcrn 0; (;u,;tJdy 
lind \'isil~ti(m thnt will pro(ect t~!: child lrom i"...it'l her 
Illolcstntioli. One ~ho'.:Jd d,:te!'Jnine the chi:ci'~~ r('~ldi­

n('ss for r(:('~t~lbii~hir:~~ COI'itclct wieh th,~ PCl'j,'!'t:-::t')f, 

and the for:i1:lt for dw!':: \'i~its, ~;ucb n,> their 1;::1~h 
....... and frcqurncy, and manner of supc'r\'ir.ion; (d) ;~<;:.~ist· 

ing in the drn!'ti:lg of n I'l:'nlistic plun [or cri-'i;; imer­
'<cnlion and ~hort·rcrm ti<!atment of lbe chi!c! nne! 
family; :-tnd (c) ('nstirin;! t h~!L t hc!'c inten't!ntion str~t­
c~i(·~ :ue implt:mclit cd by t lIe court and/or chi Ie! pro­
tective sC'n·ic.;'~. 

Somc of th('~,:! familic:, Drc so rcsistnnt :''..1 outside 
intcrvention t !lal a rouri. mnnd;:l!: wodd bc the (lnly 
tnenns of :,-;C'Ctlrin[! t!:cir initial (·ll;~=:I:('mcnt. H:'jl~·!lIlly. 
the rerc:nt inc:-c;;,,;,: in our knowlC.'ugc of inct:.;t aTiel 
se:,,:u:11 nhllfC' will b:d to t:,e irll'n~\Ihlti()n of 11 ".'::'~!Ii'lly 
nh\l~ed chi!~! ;.;yndr()n1c" \','iJidl \;mdd ha .... e c\,idt'nt;;lry 
'';ilidity ill the' court.room. 

Ca~c nlllstratjol1~ 

Th(' fl,lh"":ing r:1::c h i~:! orirs dl'mon~! r.:1t e (:;piral 
simibrit j(.,; :!nd cont ra,,! ~ !H!lw('('11 true nlld (;11:;" C:1~<:S 

of !'o('X \I a I :\In.!.'I.~. 

A Sc'xtlfllly A tJ!l.~!'(i CI: ild 

Cll:W 1. 1':111! A. i~ a !i-ycnr·uld ~'11l11l:::;1':1' who was 
!\lIl'~t·dl~· s(,~:I!:dJ\' Tllo!C':;(c:d hy hi~; /:11 !ll'f, ·,·rolll wl,"lIl 
"i:~ 1IIIlIhl'/,!i"d 11I'\'n !'l'CI'litly (!i\'tI!'I "d. 1':lld':; II)IoIl:"r 

alid (;.~h'·r arl' :'-\I\"'l'~:::fll( pn'!":";;"":I!:,, \lrs .• \. rp­
/HII'r.-<I 11l.1! i ',!111 i!if\irll~\'d 1\1'1' 111:11 IIi,: (:11 hl'r II,"! 
ph.\·,'dwil h I,i" "1"'\"1".'1"1'1'" alld plI: Iti:, fill;"'r ill Ilis 

""UII:. "Ii \ I" W Ill'" II\! W:;:, :: )'l'a I;. ol, I, jll '.l III i" r \ f' \ ,,\! 

fin:t1"'ll1:lril;;1 :"'f':Ir:lli ' Jl1. /\1 11:t"·:::w:'f1h;~.li .ll1nl' .. , 

I':I"I <lL'I"I: dI'Pri":·,l·d, (,\hii';:":i ,·:1,,\·,\ l'rlll':"II::,. ::/1,.1 

rlutl,: 10 his 111,'1:1:('[ in h,.d. III re(rll:pl'I'I, :,11':;. A . 
],l'c;dlo-d 1!1:11 \li. ,\. n((C'1l1 H'I'I:l:tlt'd 1':.,,1 I" !n\\l:i! hi:: 
"i.'nil a!" when hl' W;lS 111ldt·, ,'.il !lUilt ~:l'll ill,': !illlil ..... Sill! 
" :11~o dl'::nib(,d 1\1\11\ t'11''iU(,I:l (i:l:~('ri!l;: ,,: hi:; :111\:::, 

~trs. A lopl; !h~' child (or:1 j'!--\('l:i;lllic (;\';\!;I;dillll, (0 

St!C if Ill'r Sll~l'i('iuIlS \\'Il\l:d k' (olllin:,c,d. '1':,,' )l~;yrlli­
(ltri~t, !w\\,c\'('I', ('C)Ultll1tlt l'i!·d (·\idi.'lIcr fUf fl:t: rlllll('·;, 

trltio!L .\('(t'ri\ii::~ to :'1r~. A., l):ltll l!C'l':illie i!lnl':::~i!l::!~' 

:1:1xi(lI.:.-; L'f~:i": ;md (:uri il.:: vi,,: t s ,,, it h hi:~ f:\Lk 1', :1Il(i 

e\'i?lIll1:lIj~' ref'.i::ed (0 ~l'e 1::11,. :\n~r (he \'isit:i h:!:l 
o<:cn kflliil:;;!c:(: fur G :n~nth:;, :.!;. A.'s attl'n~('y !ild 
a '.nit :)fh:1i;::l.'uS ('orj.'~J:; anc1 iI1ili:ltC'd:1. cw:I()~ly r:c1 ion. 
A cO\ll'(-,,}Jpoilltl'c1 child p~'.vchi:Hrist n!:.o f:!ijcd to 
confi I'm t h(' ~e,: \1:1.1 ;~ busC', 1Jll! rC'comI1WI~d~;J 5UP<'I'­
vised \'is:tJt ion heC;";~l' P;:ui ~pjwurl'd to be :;n (rig!;t­
<'ned. ITcl!c\\':l1 c;fthe \'i:;its rcsultC'd in Paul'>: i!lcl'C':1~;cd 
fcnrC\.lln(':~g with £igll~ of rf'i::-c:ssi\'c heh:.l\·ior, ~l1ch n" 
b<.:by-tnlk and rocking movc:m':'nl's. I was consulted to 
cvalu<ltc the child Ilt til!!'; tinw. During the ini( 1:\1 
intc.\'i:\\'~, P:1ul would not Jl~rmit his 11lo1hcl :.o1<::1.'c 
the rOGm. I could not elicit illform.1tion <~hOllL his 
feeliJ)~ :1hont his father ul~til the third SCSSiOil. Then 
h~ {l;ld me t[w,t hi~ ["cl:c!' \'.',1~: b::!ri nm! tri,~d to chob 
his mother. He w .. iS finally al)le it) t.11k nl)('·ut bow hi:~ 

iat I:cr would touch his pellis, ;'l.nd rn~;ilion(,i; ,L dr.i\vin;,( 
of Lhi!; exr('ri~l1cc. He th~n rclnted a dn.!nl~l: "~,'ry 

father r,t::!.Jbect my mother in the !lO,,~, I l.ilkd him by 
cut! ing off hi~ p('c-p~c-er." This dream followed an 

attemptc~d \'i~:it by :'I rr, A. The m.,jor (h~l11c,.; of the 
ft?l1owing- sl'n:ioD", cOIl:'oisteJ of .sll1:1JI ~P'~('('ship5 ti~;h\'· 
in~ off lnr~:<.:l· ones with mi~·.,;ih::g and lM;er be~l:l'S, alld 
tiny aninl:1ls d(:.fr.i1dil~~·: ~6:{inst dr:'~(,\ll·li!;(' TlWll,;(C'rs. 

The motl!cr-child l'~·h~i()n~hip arp'-:lr~d (0 be w:tf'm 
and lovill~. ~tlth()lI~h ;\r r,;. A. W;J$ SOIlJC\\ h:!t overpro­
tect ive and o\u:;1 imu! ti n;~. ~"~ r. A. c0mplekly dUll icc! 
thc nlk;~.1Li()1l:; ,lilt! IV,IS inccnsc>d !h::t I would he ~:Il 

easily misk'J uy hi~.; "h:,',;lnlc;:l, bri\ill\\,:I~:!1ill!: ('x­
wife." I\.fr. A. did admit lhat he' h:.d IW('l\ scxu:lily 
fondlpu hy hi~. lllotlll'1' dllril;~~ childhocd. She kid l;L't'll 

frequ(~nlly ho::pit .. dii:l'ct for a (hrollic scbizup!ln·n;c 
jllnt,~:s. 

Wlll.'ll Palll W:1!' ('vaI1!alc·d wit h hi" fall\l'f, the child 
rcfllft'd to e!lter (he ot'lie:rJ unless l\'ln:. A. wns :d~:() 

prc~.t~nt. H\ll C'wn with Iii:.; 1!IOt!1l'.1' ,'J'be by, Paul Ilid 
behind Illy (,":Iir .';0 hi.-: f:Il IH~f' couldll't :;t'l' hilll, ",II;!" 
Mr. A. :IUC'111Jlll'd 1(1 !iltl'rl'~:l t.lll' rhild ill a 1':I:~ Ii!!, d 
wit!l Citri:,t 111:1:; Jlr(':,(:II(~;. I t'l'I'OIIlIlI:'l1ded t !tat 1':IIt! 
r<:IlI:lill ill ph.\' ; IIf:r:q)~' wit It ('(III(;ollli(;lill /,::yrhi;d til' 

1 rt'alllll'ltI 01 ('aeh P;\II'lll ;111,1 t h,lI. vi';i(:; Ill'! \','1'1'1/ I '''Ii! 
alld Iii:; 1':11 !;I'f lIe ~u:V(:llIl(".1 \ltll illl:I' (·hil,: \'Ia~; fl':"i:! 
[or I !1I'1I1. 



. jf,·, '. 

/-'(11.'<' :i!!"'~·(I;i"!I.'i II :'·C.I !:a1 ,1.bll . .;C 

Cu.-.c' :!. Andy It. :1 Jlr('l"h'ilJlI~ lill h· hpy of ~t )T;lr~ 
10 In d:!I:::. \\;t.' r,,:.·fi\·d til IJlt' h\·I'r:~:-·:· lw h:;r\ ht"'ll 

l1J1t.;~\\j!: .. :-rxllall~' ;;kl~c'd hy' hi:-, Lt:Jwr. ~1!'. B. Al1d~":; 
molh,. r. :.11:-. 1'1 .. h:;rl d;:l!:~;'d b r (.;1 r;\!l~<.'d ht:.,l:.:t!d 
with l;i':~ill:~ tlw I'I::jo1':- pl'l.i,; and !)llll(;,k~ whih' l>l:~~" 
• .. , .. 1 ," I .. I'· \ 1 t I \' 1Il!-:\;i)C:OI' to;:Vl.;:·r. "":l~ J :-<.) C .c!:. '.'1. '!'\1 . !1(,y 

bCl'<lIlH' h~'Jl"'r"l'li\l' :1lH.l r.lltm·l;,: ;,ili:( hi::; f;l:lwr':; 
visits. :\~r~. n. aj,:,) ,)h~; .. r\'('d her lit!· L:~l!d b=,~~ill:~ tIle 
child ";:1 h his lnn;:iiC', ::nd hired dc-;·, ,riv(':; to (;~I\~U' 
mcnt thi:" and r~';lOrr!'d that. A1Hly t,)ld her abvut. 
white Hlaterini to!llin{~ ir,)m his u:l{i(iy's penis whkh 
he cl~'~:c;rib('d ns "nt'llis mltllure." 

'fhl! D's WE're 'lli~r;:it:d 5 yenrs P!'L!ViOll~!Y Ctft~r n 
whirh .. ·illd courtsbip \\'hi<:h lcsted for :2 wc(?ks. h wus 
the s.:cond m~rri:-;;:\;' for (!::l(:h. il1r. E., =:b~ 59, W:l:; a 
succ:c·.~:;fll) ~rlf·m:i~k b:;sim'ss m:>~' who h.:lcl th:rr. 
grown chjldr~1l by his firsl ,viCe. ]\1r;;. B., ~c;e 35, h.'ld 
bern bl'icliy IH!.&rri('u to a l;t:lll ~,hc 1,o .. · .. d~scribc3 =:s a 

hClm()~eW:ll. 1'h" J~uiit:tl fri.ction b~<:rdl shorth' nft{'r 
Andy's birth, whe:l :'. f (. B. b(~cam~ .ic':l~us of t h~ b2.by, 
and rcscntl,d th~ bn':!:,1 f('edin!,!, nccording to :,1 r:'. H. 
At thi:, time he oei-;m to get ::mqry ai~d ,,~3~uhi":::: · . ..-it h 
her. She ~nid he Wil:> "over~(~xcd" auo !":('C'us{'d biin of 
ejacillatin~ six times a night durillg lo\'emd:ing, nnd 
m::l:)tlllb~·.in~ in ir:.J:1t d tha chi!cl in th~ crib. ~!r. B., 
on tilt' other hnnd li;,penred 1.0 be c1~prt!!';,;ed lInd \';('!l!'Y 

from the cntin' Ii: i;::~ti~>n. He denit'd the ~l1l);;'ltions 
of ~CX\::l! abu:je, '.Iln ~~id tbJt lnrmying ~.rrs. B. w~s 
the hif:gest mistoke of his life. 

My (~\,i11U3tioll l'e\·co.:ed thr:t Andy was :1 precociouz, 
intem;cllt little b!JY who looked like a "lit!!c old man" 
be(':1Ul'l' of his eyc~!n~:,,~s and ~eri0l1S cxprc:;~ion. At 
his Illcth~r's pron!pting, Andy told me whir.'Jt the 
sli~hlC':;l hc~it.:!tion bow he saw his d;:ddy's p(·!.1i.:' cnd 
how the "p~nis !1Wli~lri?" c~me Ollt of it. He said his 
daddy W:l~ tnC'nn nne! he cliun't li"\: him. He n:so 
il1l'ntiollcd tbat Bn!y, ?\fr., n':; dau;htcr, tried to 
drO\',1l I';m by J1u::ihi:;g Lim inl.) ;1 s· .... immin; pool. 
WII('1l 1 rc·gistcfrd sllipri;;c, ;\lrs. n. inrorm~'d me II:::.:: 
Botty wns jC'aloll!' or Alldy :mtl h(,:::elf, aIld opp()~t'd 
her 1::lltcr's m::rri:i;':c, I)cc:lu!';c they l:nd been pre\·i· 
ou:,:ly illV(')Jwcl in :Ill incC'sflJ(l\I~ r('lationship. 

\\,11I'n :'.ndy W;lS ~e(,!1 :1101lC' \':~i h his fal h~r, Itt· ... :n~ 
Cric·nelly, ~P"i1t allc.'v!::'. and alTc'cl iOIl :,11', and S'.:t:·I:l~tl 
to enjoy 1!lL' illler::c:li0!1. Wlll'll "Edy w,,'s ~(;C!l · .... ilb 
hoi Ii p.m·lIl:;, he "':IS ;m~!ry nw! 110:-1 ill· I.ilw;:rd : liH 

falkr. lIt· illlmiJi"lnJ :.lr. B. I,y ':I'''IlI:'I1t'OIl';!~' dr.I'.I· 
in:::: I,idll'" c,/, hi:; r;,(h'r Wilh ;t \;i~: (:red Jl('lli~:. :lr,d 
t(lld lilt· I :I:it hi' if!!d hi.; dadd., .. pl.:.\l'd \', il ill'al'll "' !wr':i 

pt'lli,~,·~. \\'I:ik I lw; Wl'r,· Il"~nl. i );,r:I~:~ f hi:; ll;rrl'.I! ;'.l" 

which W:t;; prl""'lIt",j \\ilitoul '·I'II,li·1I1. ",;<1.,',; ;:;IZI' 

fll lj,lI"LI I:: r"l"lI':('rI u:1 hi:. IlIorlll'r':, :'I;ji")\'ill;~ f.;.;p ... ·: •. · 
,,"1,1. 

.. 
. .. " 

As ! I1v ,'\ :llu;1I ilill p. 'i·.rl'~.~·.('d,l',! I, .. , 1~:,l!r\.::;(·l!t wL I;:i' 
wilh ~:l"'r('~: of I;'l"':! \-tl!I\';:r'::\li~)II': wiill i\~J'. I\. ill 
whiC'!: J;,. W;IS eitLt': \·'.'I;I.tlly ;lllll:·.i\l· or ::l'xllallv ('X, 

cited \':lii,' aJ'''uil'''' .". l'II'''I''I'II'' I'll .... ",. ,I ('II', . . , . t. a.,,' 1,,1 _, I' • \ • 1_. • , •• 

PS~'\'I:(llu;;ir;;1 1t",;;I::~ (If :,lr. II. pro\(·c! 11IW'lll::rb. 

blr, \\'ll;l~ :.rr~. 1:';; ren·;deli f:llllly P(:~c('ptiull :1:,,1 
p3r~II1,,:d. d .... lusiull.d id,,:;( iOIl. 

CQ;)(' :;. Ik·tly C., ;\ (J·y('ar·old girl, \\'::~ r(·l(:rrl·d 1(\ 
Ollr (n':lt:~Jl:l1t PI')~',!;::I! 11'-,CullSl' of:d!I·;.(·,i ~:cxllal ;;hll'" 
by IKr r;ill~~·j. ~!r. C .. d;:~in:~ weekend o\'Ci'I\i:'!:t vi«.':. 
;"·Irs. C., Betty's 11INh:·(. ih::c<JP.lC r.lI.';pj('il'U~; ofpus::;h'l' 
incest '''-:1(::1 I /;c child r.:. !timed (row her r:.lllJ(;r'~ hn!!;.' 
with hkI0d·:;taill(~d P:1l1t it'!J aCU.'r the \\ cd;cnd vi~;:1 :1' 

t · ')" . ,., i' { C' 1011. 1'1.<: eV~l1t con dTn ,(" ,,·tn.. S 1'-'llr~'SI :mdi I ;~~ 
belief t b~t her ex o llu;:;))r.nd had been li\illestillh Ii,·!!), 
sinre 51:,') W,JS an inf.:ni. !,1rs. C. n'calhl 1.11:11. lkltr 
had &ur1:(;o on a toy in a scd\l(;liv(' m:lI!nC'r durin;! !:(~~. 
baths. while sayil!~ "clJ·da." She (:olidudcd t.hnt. i.l,. 
C. forced the child 10 :;:orf-.mn fellllti(l, \':)'(:n he b.·.lh:,,'d 
her as an infant. BGt ty appenrcd to b a rntl:~i' dl\' 
and sllllsiLi"e YOlln~ ~irl who was q\li~l! rcsistnnt l~) 
questio:l iii g about t1h~ visit.s with hrr f<lt.lwr. She rc·· 
luct<:.ntly dmitted tb.t ~Ir. C. h~d mhb:,d ::~:1i:1st her 
in bed. :\lr. C. denied these chargf::s, :I\ld cJaimcli :.!!~\:. 
BcUy C'liillC! into hi!; bid <lurinG thE: n:;:it. W:i:!": he \.,'.:" 
sle~p!:~~, bC:ltl~e Shl~ \vu!'; ;,froid of $kl'pinr: :1IOiw. 1:1 
her psychcthcl'apy, Getty becC1n1e ptr.,~.ee\!picd · .• ,.i.t h 
se):u:::i (heroes, so we decided that :t )1o . .,~ibility of 
sexual nbusc by :\Tr. C. was a (U~tinct po:;sibiJity, :1nci 
we recom!lIcnded t h~t. the cont'let hctwc('n n~tty alld 
her f .. th0r be limi("d to chap<.-rollC'd, dnyt.imc vi:;it~. 
~fr~. C. f"it t.hat Mr. C. might e"ad" t.he chaperonC' 
and proc('ed to victimize> Betty, so sill! r.n:111y withheld 
Betty from the visits, which prccipil :lll'd n sc,cowl 
court b~arillg. Belt ...... Gl:nied the mo!;t rCC(!llt aJk·~:u· 
tions and claimed Ih.1t !",i,e wantecl to ~ce hc-r fnllH.:r. 
She linnlly confiJccl in her Iher::rist !i1:1t 1:er ori[:il1:'1 
disclosllre of hc:r fa: hcr\ "ru!ILilig a:::till~;t her" w:,<; 

not true! . .f:;he felt t IJl::1 $l1c had to pr.rp:>( tI:lte tile fab' 
allcgntiol1s in orclc'r to plt'a~e her nll)thcr and :;:Iill 
respite from !\'ir!\. C.'s rclentt:'lC'ss illtl·r:-c.:~:il iC'lls :,IJ:lIil 

the SU"p(:cted !c~:lI:d nlol\:$tation. UV'1l IitlOwlcd;: .. ' or 
I3etly\ rt'l rncl iOI1, (ht, C(lllrl or(!t!rC',\ ;J ;:r:JJual Tl~t 1If11 

to n'gll br Iin~uJlc 1\·::;(·,1 ';isi( nlion Iwl \l'el'n B('I t.y :tlld 
her f~:1 hl'r. :\·!rs. C., howC!\,.:'r, rCllwilll'd C(1llvint:(·d I h:lt 

the: ill(;":L was ::;till (aLjll~: pl:I('(', alltl :;1.(. ;tPfH'llildwd 
addil jllll:d l:hild prClt('ct iv,' n::.'·!H·j,.>:;· willt t lw :tilla of 
inili:l\ ill;: III.·W ill\'C'~;1 ;;,:11 ion:>. SIll' :~illllJ!I:JIIf'OIl::J~' :'I~' 

C'lIs(:d (loll' :.t:lfr of pr1ItlIJ('illl! f:d~:L' tl'~;I;JlICI/lY ill (,Olllt. 
and coII:.pirin:: wilh ;,11'. C. 10 ('O"l'!' up IIH' :;1·.·.11;:1 

nwlt· .. J;d illil. !\Yrs. C. \";1:; felt III be· d.,lrl:;illll:d :11111 

tillffl'l ill;! (film :1 cirl'lInl:·,·riilr.·c1 P:ll':lIlf)ici P!o.\,I'IIIt::i:;. 
(;I/::c' .J, HlJrry I >., a '\'Yl':lroold lillY, W;IS n·!','I'I,·.! II) 

me by a p: .. ,·(·hiiltri:,i ill :11101",:1' :;1:111'. wllt·l'f· 1:1' h;"1 



• 

IWl'llli"ill:: "'jlh hj~ 1I11l11",r :,ictv I!:,' Il);;:il.d :'l·p;;r:!· 
11,,11 ".111'11 l:i.' \\;:~~, 1li~1I::L~ I}:;I. Till' i\.i!l·nt~ di,p .. \",1 

.. :I ",';11' b\\'r. \\'1"'1\ l~:.!;·~ I'.j,'; .:. ~\jr.;.~Il, wit!t!\I·:d I!)~ 
i;ild i"rPII1 \'i~ll:, w;lil 1\;,- hi;l~'r ;I:':('r :.)1(' 1\'!ni1li;i~'d 

-tbl k h.:d hL(~n ~(':;Ili!!l:: ;1:11,,:\,\1 h·; :-'ir. n. duri:i:! a 
_\'I'!'\';cild ,·isit. Upon il!'.Jj·:;;ll~ 11l1:11l' [;-('11) 11::;: vi,,;: 

\lr . ..:. n. ICjHlrlt·o\ I h;.t iLirr:; Cl'l'jl: illto h\:r lh'd wh~rc 
:.111' :;k,'ps in t h..: litlt!l:, <:!!(i hi'~~;lllt., (,::\,:1c :1<.'r nij)ll;I,'';. 
This :-(·I.;U~ tin! ph;.- \\;1~. h:~'J'scd hy i:::rry pull;n;.: ,);'( -his p:!,ianl.l;; nnd ird:\!CI!I~:~ hi!> l:l.;:lt,-;- ~o lie on her 
Iidly, wherCllpO!l hl.! rul'h~·cl hi:; p\.'ni:, ;;gain:::t b:r 
IHlttocl:;;. 'fhi=, alilfm[·d \hs. D. :Olld :'!11.' :1~ked B~rry 

- wh('rc he learned t his l)~h~.\'i(lr. The d,iid .:lllc~:.:(~iy 
r~spondl'd th:lt he h';\'rr:r:-d th~ "Jove' p:;,t" ;::l11C fro:;, 
his fiii!'('r, \/11(1 had d<;;~c it io him. ~\r~ . .;. D. illl:ndi­

lilt .1\(·}Y ohiainec.l p;:dir:tric. :1:1d child r:·~d::~·,tl'ic c\,:>:ua­
lion. The child p=,ychi.1trist ct'nfl~m·:(i tbe ~ex\1:\1 
111m!;" nner Darry bnd n(jr;~it tcd it :) !'ti:'!' prolon~:rd 

... questioning in th~ 1110ther's pr.:'sC:I1Cc. The cC.se \'::.:.s 
then nssiv:n(,d to child j1iOtc:C! i\'C' !.(;I'\·ic~s and Barr:1 
wns referred to a !:.c('ond ~5ychi.1\ rir-t. for lre;;J.tment. 

After sr;vernl month:, c.f play th~'!'npy, B.:rry r('­
tractcd his ~t('fY Jh::·li' the "Icl'.'e pm." g:lme with his 
{lither and I.'b:'·,leG that be said it "":'IS true bec(,ll'se 
his l)'wthcr k~:)t a:;j.;in;; hilll nbout it, "nci }:C,' wus lird 

lilt of tit<: (~lle::;\;(l:!iil~;. Ai;!"f t\'.o l·Ollrt-~:'p':\ilit.::d mCj·.:~l 
health pi()r('~::;i()l1;:ls in(iC't.:endi:mliy c('ncufred ",ith l}:C 

lrc·alil1~! child psychiat.ri~~t·s impr~;;~;ion that. poo liC~:lI~t! 
........ nhusc hnd L,kc'n pl:'lce. :\Ir~. D. took Barr\' to a series 

of pedi<lll'icians f0r r!:ctnl e~:nmillations \~'hic:h migbt 
demoll~t.r(.tc cviden::u of nnorectal lrmllTIJ. At this 

... point, 1\lr. D. slIcct;;::.dully sued for visitat.ion ri1;;hts 
and ewnlual:\, \\'~t:i nW:.ll'(!cd temornrv custodv of 
Barry. Barry'S' uc!t:l\'ior with his L!thc~ was sp~;~:n-

.. ncClU::, \,::UI11 , nnd nffecricnate. Whilo EMry w;;s 
equ::ll,v :lfr;~cti;)n::t,~ with his :noth~'r, ;-"·1r:>. D. tend(·d 
to be ph~:';ic.<:ily o\'er~limtlltin;; 3!ld seductive with 
h~m. ""hill' prC's:,\Jri!Jl~ B~rr~' to tdl me nbr;ur. the "love .. pat" :!:lr;,l('. ~ .. \y own ('\'"lu:I,ioll :.1l1d Ir\~il!mel!1 of Barry 
durill;~ a p:"1'iod l~r lS lllnn! lls did not yield any c\·i­
dcnc.,~ of n'xllal I WIIH1::t i:/aLion. 

Ill' (li,;pla:;<.:(i !lOIlC: (;1' the i:;111lNli::t(? or }on;::'(i'rm 
si;~l1s [tlld sYinpl (jill:' :I:;;':ol'i.::tl:d willa i!ll'('~:I, .1ncl fllllt:­

tiom·d wcl1 at h('!lll' '.1 it h \;i~ Lit hN·:-;l(·p·i1)01 lit:!', :ll~d 

... I;.:h~' h:df-,.i<.:tcr. Dllrili~~ a ~;torll1:" jl';n: inl"T\'i(!w with 
l\·lr. nlld \ir.'. D., :d r.;. I). UIl\(: .l~;,il1 :iccll:-:('d hl:r 
rllrmt'r \:11.,lldllllllf il',(·l·;;t. !-ilat il!:.!: "I ~:II(lW \'ot: :dl\I~.(' 

h;11I k('all~:l' I \;ll"IY 1T1;:I~;jl:d:lI(':' 'hi:; flJi'c:-ki;, jlJl'oi likl' 
YO\I did." 011 i',,\dii:!I ri,~ ('\;lit!'l!'i')1l :.:I's. D. n·Cl·i\,ca 

a di;l;;I\!l~i . .; or hi:.t ricJI.i,· !)(·r:.,'/l;llil:-.' tli<lrc!:·r. 
('t/.'I· ,Ii. 1\1r. E. \\':1'. "'llIlrl('1! (IIr 11,(· :-('~:'I:d :.lIlU· or 

Hn·(IIII. "~I;; ;·,· ... ·,·;II'·l.:,1 d.1u;:I,tn hI' a ~'II('j;d \\<Hi,('r 
" froBl;. l Iti!ol ::t:id:::11 c' (··lItl·". 'I'lli' ::a:di·rtIOlI :~r:lIl1lp:~r­

"111:. h::.1 I:d:,'!) l!rll,,;.I,tll th!· .:;:'.'110'." l.(·\·.ltbl·tlw ,bilci 

prok,:II·d :I.llllt rcttlrnil1;~ 10 r.lf., !·: .... :l!Jr·L\.:.cl-. ·s;! It 
thvlIl. ~i;"\I:l.III:·"\J:.l.\', tll:·.\· !l(lkd th.d 1':lt'::cl.1 0\'1":1 

sk·pt ill 1ll'1" r'::: il,' 1":: !Jed .ot:d It:ld )'I.n·llt !\' ( fl lllpl.:rl'cd 
0[' rC'l'~:d ;'1Ie! \·.I,:ill;l! irril:::i(lil. .\r{(o1' :'ir. I':. i;:Il"l'nt 
tbC' so('ial worh:r',.; fl'(jlll'::! 1',11' :1:1 npiJoii:IIlI(,!ll, ~ltl' 

fik·d the s{":ll:d ;ihllSl' f'(·!h,rl. 
~1rs. F, lh<.: lllill('rtI:d ~:j'.'lldn;(lth('r, h:·c;.::H' PH'!)­

d:J's prilll,~r~' m;:1(·/'ll.1J l',li'~ t:tl:cr :Inf'r 1:< \l:~u'::':( r':; 
f.udd0n lk~,\h rl)il(j\\'il1~; Hr('!l:):X's hirth. ~ .. ;:'. ;':. :\I1d 
l\-1rs. F. c:lled for GrC'nd:; ,ioinrl.v, lhe chiic: ;'(:;.\,:I'~! I:jl ~1 
~lr. nnd I\rr:.~. }=-. \"hilt! :."1r. 1~. \\'ils at v/or/:. ~\1:. E. (~ll,! 

~.In::. F. s('on b('i~ill1 to :!q;uC' (1\\.'r tlw "pos.':u:jOl1·' 01' 

the chi!tl. 
Mr. E. rc.,cnted !\tr.~. F. lor ~skin:~ Dr"nd:l (0 c:l!l 

her "mnt.~::)y," while ;'\1)'. al,d ;\lrs. F. fclt tklt ~.Ir. E. 
was lil:liling tlie:ir COII: .. .::t wilh thc chilli. Artl'r t.h(' 
all.:'gat.ioJls of ~('~:ud abt:~;c: were not COli Cin';d l;v !;1l' 

chile..! pro\C'cti\'e sel'\'ic('s CO~(·\':crkc::l', :VIr. E. i)f::~·iln:l..' 
convir.e,:,d th,:n thc F.g wcre t,ryin~ to (:b~ Hr(·lH.b 
away [WIll him. He then took the child (0 his OWI1 

mot.her·s hou~c in 811ot.h8r ~tme for Co J1lnnlb. anc! 
whep h~ returneu homc he took a lC:lvc: of ::;h:=;enc(' 
from his job SCI that he could be J3reJ)ch.'s p,'ill1r,ry 
caretl'll.l..' r. 

ryly C'\'~t1u<1tion of Br2Nb and her (Com;!',' ... 11,,0 [,~i~(:d 

to cOllfinn the allegations of ::C':l~:!! [Ii);!;:.: gn':lll.ia 

rebw,i ":crlll!), :1nd spunt <lnc()usly with h0l' i'ad:;.:J', 

TAULl~ I 
Cllorc(reris!ie's of Trite' and F(lI,,( CG.':P~ of C:hild S(,Xllr:/ ,I IJ!UC 

True Ca,,,~ F I ~ C. ______ _ _______ --II "-_::::::" ___ _ 
Delay~d. co/:J1ic!cd ui:clc,surc. oC- DbclowCl' t;:I::Y ;lnd ;'ppar-
·.tell with r\.'lr.1(liclIts cntly ~pOlIl:::l(·'.lU5 

DisdClwre l:':lIolly .~ccomp:lIIied by 
painful :Hld d"pn's;;iv" ,,[('ct 

Child lI~.l$ abe appro;lri:ll(' r,~x\lol 
terminolc.;.:y 

Chilli inil j"!!,, rctir0:1t 10 cbt".los 
ahuse wil h 11101 ht'r or ot!"'r,; 

Child r:!r('l~' will confront falhl·r 
wilh I Ill' :d!et-:",ioll.I:V(,1I wilh 
mot l\l'r Im·:.l·1I1 

r.hilcl \I~Il;:Il~' fl'arful in f;ll hl'r'~; 
prcst'llu·. (\lI1::rul'111 ..... ~( I, i<l"OI' 
tiun unlf"~ mulf".t.itiull \I:~l:, 

l!cllllC' ;,n<l nUIiI hre;!I.:"ill!! 

M()lllI'r~ "f1"11 l:'·!'P·s·,I.<I: 11" III hl'r 

~lIl·l·i(j ... " ... ) d"'I';1l hi,I(J;:Y 

ellil<l 11:.11,111:,' .1"'""11',\ ""II" .,ii:ll,~ 
iln,1 ~.: ... nl'l'.II'~ .Jf l'l,ild M'),lI;&I 

100ul'ol.'.'.\'II.lI""1I' 

Di~clo,ul'C' \'oi: h ;,h~'(,I;.CC of 
nl'l!ati\'c al;cet. 

Child 111:1)' 1I;.l! ;!ddlt Sl'XIIIlI 

tcrnlilif)II):~\' 

Child di~cll~~:c':' lhe :1husc 
when PH'llt;I:,·" b~· 
m<,till'l·d!lIJ l'hco;k~; 
with I'H.II,,·( 

Chiltl will "ft"11 (,/OlIfr'lOt 
falher wilh .1I!'·I:illi"lI ill 
mot l\I'r'~ I'n·',en ... • 

f)i~.c:r"I""'r~· h'l "",,'11 the 
o;hil.l\ .IIIf:ry :"·('Ib;t· 

t ions alld I h~ """.Ir.·lll 
flJlli~()rl in l,i., llf"':"I1Cl' 

l'fljllli,H'nl p."',,,,,id allol 

hYli!l'(U ;011':.\('10"1.·,11,01· 
C'I::.' ill 101,'1111'['; 

Child IlIi,:!,II,,· :.!,):II;dl\' 

pnt,,('nq,i. d, I,\I( dut ~ 

111,1. ..,~IIII," : 1;:11, ;IIHI 
")·II'I'II.1t1 . "I , IlIl.t :.,.,: 



.',:';',it ~.iie (,':,prl·;-o.'-\I·,l an;~I'r td\"·.~~·tl hilJl (~lr ll'l~ 
::'. h,·r !'o1lt'llIi Illo!,,' I illtl' wi: il :,1'1" ;'i;~I~di':lr('nt:;. 

. ';;,111.,1 lti::ltik,.! <!:~y ,;( !il(' :-i,..!I'; :t!l'! :.:,·ll!{'\";'\'; 

":\Ii.11 1I;lIk:-Lltinll. i;, r P;"u,', ~'I;lii"1l \';ilh h·'r. 
"o!;1 \'.';t:-' :l rt';~\ll1 <'!'" c\;rl111;(' I;' ':1 ;1,,,1 ~ 1;:1\ irritJ' 
~. \'!Iil'h "'<IS CC'!l:i!'J!··,:d h:,' tho !,,(il,tlri.:i;lll. Brt 11-

. :-l.'ld~·t;~:\rl' t,) Inn!.l' tl!(Olr:~n~;ti(!'l r:-'!I~~ th\' ~~r~lnd-
.. ols \0 liN r,,(h~',. .'::.d Ill'r ilbi~t!.·I:n' on :-;!vepill!~ 
:: ~!;,_ E. \;, .. :s it rl'J1,~·:il.l!l of her ~;l\'c'rc ~(,))dI'::ti()il 

,;.:\~. which Wi\:-; fl:t.:d h~' l ht: po\\''., stn:;!~:c h::­
:~n :.1r. E. and hi~ ill-Lw;;. 
The' charnc(c[i:;!irs of \ h(' .children :ll'.d paTents ill­
.·;~d in t flI(' IIllli f;:l~:c' lI11q;;:ti(\n~ of ~:':;';\j:l! gl)u~;e nrc 
::marizt'd in T:lblt! 1. '" 

Conc1usion 

~ ~(' st:-i!~ing incr(~a!i~ in t}i~ ntlr.~:)e·r.;; of ch:Jel;-c':1 
:'~rr\ld $()r p$),chimric (·\·.'11u.1tion b.:'t':!U~~C' of Hli!'L~(!r! 
:'.d m:}!~:;t;ition nj:~!;':·.:; it impcr;::!l\'c f(:r Ute child 
~:di!nt.ri:-:!. to il,r;renf·e hi;; kr.c\','kd,:.:~ of the child 
!:.!ill nhu~;c syndrome. Cerlain m:-'dii!cr:(iol!s of \.h~ 
~ill tun," (' hild l>3ychi::J ric t \·:.ll1:>t i!..1 n al'l~ l~.:'cc",~~r~· 
c~·t('rniif1~ t:H:: cxt:::,~t cf ps)-\;hr)ior;kc:l impairment 
~:ainHI uy the child '\'ictials and to :::.'sc~ss the <i<?­
.;,.~t p"Ut'1 ns of f!!t:1!ly i;"!tcr!lct~l,m I1D:<)ci~:t(;d wit h 
::,:.j s'.'xu;il .. :~m:('. Th~ bCurt:1<ltiun l>ri\\~d from tl:e 
'::'..:3.tion !'hou!d be ur.?d (0 d·::sipl r~n ~pproJ1.i.Jtc: 
. :t'f\'cntion ~·tl':ltc~y \\'hil'h will proti;:'(.'t the: child [rc:n 
.:L:-..cr trnllrt1~tiz~liuJJ r.r"cl strC'n~t!~h"n p~r(>ntnl func­
_~ing, Since mnny of the ch:idr':l! evaluated for 
_::;\?d !;(':·ad nbu:;c havc :n f;l('t net bt'cn molc~:ted. 
:: ('x:llllillC'r Innst. o!Jwin the inf(;:·m:'.tiCIl1 which wiiJ 
:~blc hill! to diffcn.'lll ii,t\.' 111<.> trt:c [!nd false dl:-p­
::1S, Child p~~'cbi:l:'l'i:;t s €:\'alu:1linf, £;(::~U:1!iy nbus(;(l 
:;~Jren :11':) \I~U .. 1i1y cnl!l:d upon to I'wvid.:: e:-:pci: 
:~:imony in court. Famiii.lI·ity.with fon!I1!1ic i:::suc:; 
~~; be ncc~ss .. 1f~· to n:aximize t hc ! !l(:r:~p'Jlltic pote:i­
:':1 of tlw ('(turt· while rnillillli7in~ th,~ tl':!.lll1wtic im­
~:::i of court. prol'l'(\un:s 0:) tho.! chi!,\. 

Tt should Iw i'ln:ssccl tll,.t'. in a ~~mc..!: pt.'rC'cnt:lge of 
~es, even tht, ht~st tl":1il:Cll expe:-(.s ill ('hild ~('~:ual 

:-.:;(' will b~ unahle tu renr\er a c!di,:il in! (lp:llion 
':"~ll. whether ()f not !'\ I'l(llcs!a~j()n h;.:; taken p!;;cc. 

H <: !'('!T:: l','~; 

A!l·.·.h·TIl'I.u:. ('. (I!':;:':I. 1'1'" i". ,I,' dl ... ·ls j',r""XTT:,t !,!P.F .... iTr ----~-,~ 
r!11J.ti· fl \ \i;;: rt'p!\rl UP t\\l·1\I." (!.:t.t '1:I.i),tll'll. itl' .. 'r, ,I /\,\1'/:101 I 

I :':"1 :::.'~- 1:::,(;. 
.-\~ ... 'Ii'.l:~(.', I •. (I~t~:i\. :\UltO:,,> orr i~l~ :i"k;I;:t' !'t't\\l'l'U t!It' !.t'xtJ;dl~\· 

ith~!· ,.c! (,1.iLi .It'd 1 hI" :.ltit'id . .I ,;.'. :, '·"nL./. ,.\(/,./,'.'1'" ·1:1:,'; 1';:~, 
l!!-.'Fl.;-,,.:. E. ,\. s. IILn'~\'1 j), (1:''"': t. ,\IIt-,' :,i Itql~ I" .''''\'\.\1.11 ;11111:.(., ill 

('III!.' l'\.; ... t('::~ l·;,St'. l'I:;ll'r pr" .. \>,llt·" ;11 till' ,\1\1111;11 ~\L'(""I;: of 
the" :\o:~f.'ri"'.lI\ :\, :!dt'iny (11 I\~'t !li~i!IY ;Ul'.l tlit.' I .. tw o .~.I~'''''''Ut 
1 \,1:1:,:,,:;_ ((l( I. ,!.( rl. 

111:.1:,,..1(, ,: :--I·,j •. ::. (1~).':'ll.l)il,·::,nl:l" ill, "1Ir1'Old'·r!·d.·\·:.III:,lil'll 
of :('Xl:~' ~ ~:JIIJ:t' I .. .' h:: r i:(' ..... durin;! "" .... \11.1 \ ~! nd \ j ... it ~!( H 1:\ l' n •• ('t'( ii Il;.!~;. 
l':!p~'r Fr,·:·,·n!l.: ::! Ilil' :lbl '\Ilr:l!,d :.: •. ( 1111:: ()f 11.,· ,\IIll'ric,:1l 
A:'~ld,',,:y 0: I 'hi:,1 ! ".".:10,;11 r~·. T"r"I"'" l·::,,:~d:l. I( 1,'I"Ii"r I:!). 

__ & TI:'~.\. \'. 1!!'7'i1, The' "(,~::I;Jij~· lI1i'lI"cd I'I,il<l . ..IlIlI'r. J. 
Or! 1:·;ii~.\ ,:l: :·C:. 0 .! j ::~~)- flO, 

ni:O\"·:-';/:-:·.~. D .• : Bo.'.nL\:':, H. i1fo'ii), lnCCi.t childrrn :ll risk. 
, A ,nrr, ,J. J~")'Chj'I:~.t 13·1:(~~)· 'i'.!. 
Dt:Ft:.\M'j". \'. (I~\~J), I':otcclin:: \!1(' (;ltil,l \'iClilll 'If ~."X critn('~ 

cOJ1)milled l;y nJu!H. )('1\\'('r, C"I.: :\n,('ric:tn lhun.1m' t\,::;ol'iu­
tion. 

G(JOI)','.'lS, J. (1~'~':;l. Srxrtd ..Ih:IS,,: !/I(\·.<I Virtims alld Ih.-ir FIII:I;' 
li('~. E.)~toll: .klln WrilIlol. 

__ • S.'.\I('), D. t~ j:.',jll" It 119·i~l. InC'r~l hO.1X: ("h.r !\('('u~'\:i{)n~ 
f:ll"e d·~lii.lj,... 13l!ii. . \IIIN. Aa:d. l','.w:iliul. Lilli', G::lC0- ;!:G. 

HEl!~f..\!'. J. {I£l~ Ii. i-'OII/rr,/)uIIgl;r"r illcc.~I. Camlu id;;t': Harvard 
Cni\'cl~i! \' i'r,·"~' 

---- (ia:1!i. The chi:d's ilrC\l~;:li(1n of !;cxual :d)u~(! durinr,:I 
cb·orr ... :!nd cu,t(lJ~' ~lrll;.:;:l!'. Ifz'!.id,· J. C!in. i\\'r/zial., :l:Hl-·~\!i. 

r;1:~\I'F .• Ii.. ,.~ J\ ... ~.!:,~:. C. H. (19i(>I, Chiid Ah!I.~f!. Camlnid::l.': 1I:;r· 
\'ci.ffi Cnl\'cT!='it \. Pr,-:'.i. . 

X!-iI'l"1'I.r:. R (",; 1\'.·.~.\. S. (19S01. (:rou!) thcr:lJl~' alll'rim:lry tn .. t· 
. m(,li~ f·.!r l1d(.i·:-(-:'lIt \'iclill:~ vf illLf"[:lll1ili:d """wll ... 111::.1'. eli,:. 

SUr', n'rr.'~ !-I .• • ';'7':~~';-:!"? 

Ln\·IS. \1. &- :-::';:1(1'1., P. (1!lo391. Sf)nl(, p~ycholt'::i"z;l Mll<'l't!l or 
F~dll':: il'!l, inC'-·~t :lr.d ril~~ ill chi !1!hr,(I,!. 'J1l i .• JIII/I'IUIl, ~;!;:l(j .. G \ !) . 

~jc\'Jc.\n, K.. (1:.'7:';, l'!'yc;w:hcl'.:;.;y uf ~I::"u::llly ::uu;.(;d l:iri!l. This 
JC!Jl'llal, H;;:~·:~<~;.:l . 

:\A!-:,\SIIJ'U, l. &. Z:.:\:~~, G. (1 !Jii), IlIc('~t: review :md clinic:I) 
l!AlJcril'IlC'l'. J'dic::rirs. G0:{;()G-';OI. 

PF.TrnS, .1. (l!!71'). Childr\!11 who ~r(' \'ic:lims of ~l!xu:ll :t~S:\lI)t lind 
tile p;~'dlr,b;::~' of I)ff~·"(:c:rl\. ,,1mI'/'. J. i'.~.wl1f)tI/('r., :IU::;::."-·121. 

HO!'~:Sfi>I.l'~ A. IJ (Ii!), IlIcid·:n('(.' of .1 hi:;tury of il.I'L· .• t :lInOI1:; 18 
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Review of the Literature 

In recent years, sexual abuse of children has r~ceived much 

attention both in the psychiatric literature (1, 2, 3, and 4) and 

popular media. No longer are children's accusations assumed t~ 

be fantasy as in Freud's time. Rather, most professionals look 

upon such charges as valid distress signals worthy of careful 

investigation. In our experience in dealing with many cases of 

possible sexual abuse, we have found children to be generally 

truthful in their allegations of sexual abuse. However, we have 

recently evaluated several children and families who have made 

false accusations of sexual abuse. These allegations arose in 

the context of child custody and visitations disputes. The 

underlying psycho-dynamics and family situations in these cases 

are complex and varied. 

In contrast to the literature which abounds on true incest, 

reports of false accusations of incest are scant. Ferenzi has 

noted that young children often have difficulty separating 

reality from fantasy.l Their feelings of helplessness and need 

to preserve their image of the good parent may cause them to 

"forget" what actually transpired.' Alternatively, as noted by 

Katan, they may attribute the sexual abuse to the wrong person. 2 

Terr has elaborated on misperception as a defense to trauma. 3 

Terr also believes that child v~ctims of trauma are not amnestic. 

Rosenfeld et al discuss factors which may aid in determining the 
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validity of a report. They report that parents may accuse one 

another of sexual molestation as a means of terminating visit­

ation right3 in absence of proof of reality.4 Kaplan and Kaplan 

discuss the problem of the custodial parent who may coach the 

child to make accusations of sexual abuse against the non­

custodial parent and provide one case report. They note the 

clinical di~emma created in evaluating whether the child has been 

prompted or whether 1n fact the sexual abuse did occur. They 

suggest, in their case allegations of abuse arose because the 

child now felt safe in making the accusations because of geo­

graphical separation from the offender. S Peters, in reviewing 64 

cases of alleged sexual abuse found only four cases where it was 

concluded that no sexual abuse occurred. 6 

A study out of Tufts University of 100 children alleging sexual 

abuse found that the abuse was substantiated in all but 5% of the 

cases. 7 Goodman, Sahd, and Rada discuss clinical aspects of 

false accusation and false denial of incest. In their review of 

46 families presenting with the complaint of sexual abuse within 

the family they found one case of false accusation by a child, 

two cases of false accusations brought by psychotic mothers and 

two cases of false retraction of valid accusations. The false 

accusations all involved adolescents who readily admitted that 

they had lied and later retracted their accusations when con­

fronted by a psychiatrist. In contrast, false denial of incest 

occurred in response to threats from the father, infatuation with 

their father or out of fear of disrupting their family. These 
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authors conclude that a judgement of false accusation should be 

made positively not by inference or exclusion, i.e. the clinic:a~ 

needs to come forth with a psycho-dynamic explanation of the 

hoax. S 

Overview 

Common questions we were asked to address by referring sources 

included the credibility of the allegation, the child's ability 

to distinguish fact from fantasy, the nature and extent of the 

abuse, and the duration of the abuse. We have also been asked to 

evaluate children's ability to be credible witnesses in court and 

ability to withstand cross-examination and to prepare children 

for court appearances. A peripheral question sometimes concerned 

the long-term effects of false accusations on the child and the 

child's relationship to the parents. We have noted the number of 

psychiatric evaluations in our practice prompted by allegations 

of sexual abuse have increased. Coupled with the numerical 

increase of contested custody evaluations is the current public 

attention paid to sexual abuse of children. 

Allegations of sexual abuse in contested custody cases arise at 

all stages of determination. Parental separation may be 

precipitated by the crisis which develops when a child accuses a 

parent of sexual abuse. Case Example: Susan, age two and one 

half, spontaneously asked an adolescent boy at the beach to pull 

down his pants so she could see his "ding dong". She then shared 
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with her mother the fact that she had s~en daddy's Hding dong" 

and daddy had asked her to Hring his bells". susan's mother 

asked for a pre-separation evaluation in regard to sexual abuse 

because she could not Hbelleve H her husband had exhibited such 

behavior with this child. 

Allegations of abuse also emerge at the time of divorce. Such an 

allegation is used as evidence in regard to a temporary custody 

determination as clearly custody with an abusing parent would not 

be "in the best interest of the child". 

Allegation of sexual abuse in our experience have been most 

common in disputes about child custody that arise after a divorce 

has been granted and center around issues of visitation. 

custodial parents may allege sexual abuse to prevent noncustodial 

parents from exercising their visitation rights. Conversely, 

noncustodial parents allege sexual abuse in an attempt to get the 

court to change the permanent custody that was awarded at the 

time of the divorce. 
~ 

In one case cha~ges arose only after the 

mother realized she had unwittingly signed papers agreeing to 

jOint custody. 

The request for evaluation of an allegation of sexual abuse may 

come from elther parent, grandparent, courts, attorneys, teachers 

or physicians. Marcie, age two, was referred for psychiatric 

evaluation by her grandparents who were concerned when she began 

giving them "lizard kisses", e.g., thrusting her tongue into her 
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grandparent's mouth seemed inappropriate. The nature of 5uch 

kisses described by Marcie's grandparents as "quick thrust3 of 

her tongue", seemed bizarre to this elderly concer~ed couple. 

Marcie told the evaluator that her dad had taught her to "li:ard 

kiss" and demonstrated them. 

In an evaluation of alleged sexual abuse in custody cases, it is 

critical that the child psychiatrist be clear about the questions 

posed and attempt to answer them. It is important to articulate 

the facts and observation which form the data which led to one's 

conclusions. Recommendations regarding treatment may also be 

~equested. 

Special Issues 

Reality Testing 

Special problems occur when evaluating the very young child in 

regard to allegations of sexual abuse. These problems center 

around the young child's inability to distinguish fact from 

fantasy, problems with language, and wish to be "good and 

helpful" or to protect a parent. In regard to distinguishing 

fact from fantasy, three and one half year old Yvonne steadfastly 

denied her mother's allegations that her father's rodmmates had 

exposed themselves to her or that her father had molested her. 

Her mother, however, had tape-recorded a conversation with Yvonne 

in ~hich Yvonne spoke of her father's friend having a "long 
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body", a term the mother insisted that her d,'lu(Jh~er us,?d for 

genitalia, and from this she began to build a case for se::ual 

abuse. The evaluator began to question the child's obility to 

distinguish fact from fantasy when during the evaluation she 

began to cook a toy mouse for dinner and insisted t~~t sh~ had 

once eaten ,~ mouse while at her father's. Further questioning on 

the part of the evaluator revealed that Yvonne was not cog-

nitively mature enough to understand the difference between 

reality and fantasy. Cognitive ability is not just a function 

of age and may vary greatly from one child to another. Clear 

questions to this end such as "Is that pretend or is that 

real?" are both helpful in offering an opinion and in subsequent 

reports or testimony. 

Language 

The problem of language is a difficult one and yet one which can 

be useful in conducting the evaluation. The language for 

describing male and female genitalia used by children is often 

not anatomical. In addition, the language for severe abuse is 

rarely technical. John, age five, accused his stepbrother of 

"fellatio". Besides having problems pronouncing fellatio, John 

could not explain what fellatio meant except to say that his 

brother fought with him. Fellatio was in no way consonant with 

John's more appropriate five year old language development and 
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suggested he might have been coached. It is also important to 

find out what sexual terminology parents have used with the 

child. 

In a play interview, it was apparent to the evaluator that 

abOVe-mentioned Yvonne had no terminology for male genitalia, 

e.g., she showed much curiosity about the penis of an undressed 

baby doll and when asked if she knew what it was, giggled and 

said, "A dinosaur". When asked what she meant by the term "body" 

she pOinted to her own pubic area. She was then asked if the 

doll had a body and she turned the male doll over and pOinted to 

his buttocks. On questioning she said she had seen her father's 

body but never his roommate's. In contrast, adolescents, 

although inhibited about the scientific names of body parts, use 

age appropriate language in describing molestation. 

Brainwashing 

As the primary psychological bond may be with the parent who 

alleges sexual abuse and has custody of the child, the child may 

also be "brainwashed" by parents into supporting a series of 

allegation. As noted by Green because of defensive operations 

children rarely spontaneously talk about sexual abuse and when 

they do the story usually emerges gradually accompanied by 

appropriate affect. 9 
. 

It is helpful to support one's clinical 

opinion with examples and dynamics which make it possible either 

to support or refute the possibility of brainwashing. For 
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example, Susan, age two and a half, talked with the evaluator 

about ding dongs and bells, then drew pictures of teddy bears 

with enlarged genitalia, cut. out pictures of teddy bears whose 

bodies were dwarfed by the size of their genitalia and finally 

pulled down her pants and told the evaluator that her daddy put 

his ding dong "right here", pointing to her vagina. The clinical 

activity which began with excitement and terminated with a 

graphic demonstration of the abuse left little doubt in the mind 

of the evaluator that there was no possibility of coaching the 

two and one half year old to sequentially demonstrate her anxiety 

and preoccupation with the abuse. 

In contrast, five year old Carla very matter of factly volunteer­

ed the same litany of complaints against her father each time she 

was seen using e:e identical language. When pressed for 

specifics she would change the subject and become evasive. There 

were no sexual themes evident in her play. Her statement that "We 

want Bill out of our lives because we have a new daddy now n 

raised suspicion of collusion with her mother. This was further 

confirmed when she was overheard in the waiting room telling her 

mother, "I told the doctor all the things you told me to. Aren't 

I a good girl?" Katie, age 11, on the other hand, gave a 

credible and consistent story of her' stepfather tickling her 

private parts but then under pressure from her mother retracted 
. 

her story saying she'd been mistaken and that his hand must have 

"slipped". 
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Factors Which May Aid in Assessment 

Play and D~awing 

Many children, especially young ones will ba more comforta0:e 

playing out their sexual trauma with dolls and puppets than 

talking about it. Play, in addition to helping them deal with 

their feelings about sexual abuse, may provide valuable material 

for corroborating it. For instance, eight and one half year old 

Maria had been held down in bed by her mother while her mother's 

boyfriend sexually abused her. Maria refused to speak directly 

of her mother who was by now incarcerated, yet in her play built 

a fortress around a little boy's bed so he would be "safe from 

his mother." She later depicted the mother saying to the boy "I 

hate your guts" and explained "that's what my mother said to me 

once." 

Stacey, age three and one half, handled her sexual trauma by 

compulsively talking about it us~ng a very precocious vocabulary. 

Upon entering the clinic waiting room with her foster mother she 

announced in a loud voice, "Do you know what my daddy did to me? 

He put his peniS in my vagina!" This was said without much 

affect, in what appeared to be her way of shocking others much 

the way she had been shocked. Further, by this time ,it had 

become a guaranteed way of getting attention. Aware of this, 

the examiner opted to focus on play and avoid further 

interrogation. Stacey began inserting marbles inside some hollow 
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dolls and in and out of ~ k~ng~roo's pouch. She. ~ut some na~:ed 

dolls 1n bed together and seemed unduly curious about their 

buttocks. She then spoke of her father putting his penis in her 

vagina. When asked if he'd put it anywhe~e else she me~tioned 

her mouth where it "tickled" and her "butt" where it hurt. She 

then said the boy doll was feeling very angry b~t her own ang~r 

remained subdued. 

In her second interview, she drew a picture of a man with a very 

low slung "belly button". She was asked to tell a story about 

him whereupc,n she turned the man into a gorilla who was about to 

be eaten by a ghost. She, explained "him (the gorilla) was mad 

because he didn't have any fingers or hands" and'''If him was 

angry he would eat the ghost but him wasn't angry, just mad." 

When asked if she was mad, she replied, "I'm still mad about 

daddy putting his penis in my butt and vagina". She was then 

asked if she ever worried about getting eaten up and she said, 

"If somebody is mad they might eat me up" and she went on to say 

that somebody might be her dad. In this case, play was 

consistent with verbal accusations. 

A contrasting case is that of two year old Anna Lisa whose mother 

accused her father of spreading ant poison on the floor and 

forcing her to eat it up while holding her face in the poison. 

The mother also accused 'Anna Lisa's daddy of licking Anna Lisa's 

genitalia, 'while changing her diapers. The mother presented with 

a detailed list of 49 separate complaints of physical and sexual 
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abuse on the father's part. Yet, in joint interview, Anna L~sa 

showed delight in seeing her father, and played freely with him. 

There was no trace of symbolic or overt sexual play with her 

father during extensive observation, as important to the e v -

aminer's conclusion of false allegations was the fully complete 

age appropriate interaction with the child. Brant however, 

cautions that children can be affectionate and angry at the same 

time and that closeness to a parent per se does not rule out 

sexual abuse. lO 

Direct Questions 

In our experience, the clinician should always ask directly, in 

child appropriate language, about the alleged sexual activity. 

Questioning should proceed from the general to the specific. 

After rapport with the child has been established, one may 

inquire about the child's relationship with the parent in 

question and what games they play together. Specific questions 

should be asked about physical abuse and sexual activity. It may 

be helpful to frame questions to a young child in the third 

person. For example, "Sometimes people touch children in 

private parts, or in ways that make them feel uncomfortable­

-(pause) Do you know any children who have had that happen to 

them?" And finally, "Has this ever happened to you?~ If the 

clinician fails to ask, the child may feel that his or her 

thoughts or feelings associated with the abuse are so terrible 
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that the "doctcr" is afraid to ask. A direct admission can be 

helpful for a child. A denial, however, does not in itself mean 

that no sexual abuse occurred. 

precocious Sexual Vocabulary and Preoccupation with Sex 

Precocious sexual vocabulary should raise suspicion that a child 

has been sexually overstimulated. Often the vocabulary has been 

taught and reinforced by the perpetrator. Cassandra, age seven, 

showed a preoccupation with sex from an early age and spoke 

freely of sexual activities beyond the domain of most children, 

and at six worried that she might be pregnant. Athena, age five, 

was reported by her mother to frequently be seen "humping her 

dollies" and once her brother. In her case, she had been exposed 

to much adult sexual activity but there was no evidence that she 

herself had been sexually abused. 

Evaluation of the Family 

Evaluation of Both Parents 

As with a standard evaluation, it is important to get past 

history, current functioning and history of the parent/child 

relationship. Care must be taken to ask about and document 

allegations against form~r spouses. It often becomes necessary 

to structure the interview in such a way as to keep it child 

focused rather than becoming bogged down in areas of spousal 

-12-



conflict. It may be helpful to ~emind the parent th~~-rc is not 

your role to decide who did what, to whom, when in regard to the 

other parent, but rather to evaluate and recommend what is in the 

best interest of the child. 

Parental attitudes towards .. sex need to be explored. We have 

found that in these families several mothers had a history of 

sexual problems or themselves had been molested. The latter may 

often render them hypervigilant to the possibility the the same 

fate befalling their daughters. Some on the other hand may be 

jealous of any attention their former spouse shows their daughter 

and allegations of sexual abuse then becomes a way of gaining 

control over their daughters and limiting their access to their 

fathers. One mother, Mrs. F., was totally obsessed with the 

conviction (in absence of evidence) that her husband whom she'd 

accused of molesting her daughters was a homosexual. She seemed 

much more interested in his homosexual tendencies than in what he 

was purported to have done to her daughters and had great 

difficulty focusing on her children. In spite of her disapproval 

of his sexual conduct, she made several efforts at reconciliation 

1n the course of the evaluation. In this case, it was decided 

that she had an underlying thought disorder with paranoid traits. 

Obviously, past history of any deviant sexual behavior in the 

alleged offender is also very important. 
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psychiatric diagnoses in the parents are relevant. For inst2r.~c, 

hysteria, ~orderline personality or thought disor~er may 

contribute to pare~ts's distorted perceptions of events and 

tendency to o~erreact. Substance abuse in the offender may 

impair judgE~ment and alter inhibitions, thereby contributing to 

sexual abuse. Similarly, the presence of thought disorde~ ctces 

not necessarily mean that allegations are delusional. In the 

case of Cassandra, the mother's thought disorder led to her 

insistence that the clearly documented sexual abuse of her seven 

year old daughter had not occurred. ' She insisted that the 

child's father had not molested her, saying, "I know because r 

checked her vaginally myself". In another case, Mrs. F., 

exaggerated some inappropriate sexual behavior on the part of the 

father (back rubs and pinching nipples) whereas in the case of 

Mrs. G., allegations were totally delusional. 

Observation of Child with Parent 

Observation of the child with respective parents provides 

valuable information which might not be picked up in the course 

of taking a history. For instance, three and one half year old 

Yvonne displayed much sexual curiosity while playing with dolls 

which her mather seemed to be at a loss to know how to handle. 

In contrast, her father when seen with her was able to respond to 

her queries in a simple matter-of-fact manner. These 

observations were consistent with the father's comments that the 

mother had wsexual hangups". He stated he did not believe in 
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fl~unting his sex life before his d~u;hter but z~w nothing wr~~; 

with them observing each other nude or bathing together. His 

interaction3 with her, i.e.,. tickling her, stroking hcr legs and 

fondling her hair had highly seductive overtones about which he 

seemed totally unaware. In this cas~, it was concluded that 

Yvonne had been sexually overstimulated but not abused ~nd th~t 

her mother's anxieties and mistrust of her former husband h~d 

caused her to overreact to the situation. 

Often a custodial parent will strenuously object to the child 

being observed with the estranged parent on grounds that it would 

be too traumatic for the child. While these concerns may, at 

times, be valid one should wonder what information that parent 

might also be trying to suppress or avoid. For instance, Mrs. E. 

insisted that Carla was terrified of her father and had no 

relationship with him. When they were observed together, Carla 

had not seen her father for six months as her mother had failed 

to comply with visitation orders. Her father was extremely 

anxious and Carla initially withdrew totally from him, opting to 

sit in the psychiatrist's lap with eyes averted. She then 

berated her father with allegations of abuse and flaunted the 

fact that she now had a new daddy and didn't need him anymore. 

He accepted her anger and gradually was able to engage her in 

appropriate play. By the end of the hour, she was calling him 
. 

daddy and attempting to prolong their time together. The ease 

with which this about face occurred strongly suggested that there 
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had been a positive bond between them in the past counter t~ 

mother's in:;istence that the relationship had been a totally 

negative OnE!. 

Equally informative were observations of Carla with her mother. 

The child seemed totally dependent on her mother's approval for 

her every move and even had to confer with her as to which color 

magic markers to use in her drawings. She was apprehensive about 

using them and fearful that her mother would become angry if she 

made a mess and indicated that she was not allowed to use them at 

home. She seemed much more inhibited in her mother's presence 

than father's and later indicated that she was afraid of her 

mother. 

Use of Collateral Information 

As in any custody evaluation, credibility of parents is an 

important iSisue. Psychiatrists tend to believe patients but must 

realize that: in the adversarial system each party is putting 
, ;." ... 

their-best foot forward and is likely to be presenting a biased 

perception of the facts. Collateral information provides a check 

on this and also an outside impression on the child and family. 

Important sources of information may be siblings, grandparents, 

babysitters, teachers, medical records, police reports, 

employers of parents and the family's clergyman. For instance, 

Carla's babysitter described her as "a little Sarah Bernhardt." 

When asked what she meant by this, she said, "She is good at 
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acting out a role when she think~ she is supposed to be that 

way". She went on to describe the infectious natu~e of mother's 

hysteria prior to father's visits and how this would generate 

anxiety in Carla and lead her to feel that she wculd not be safe 

with him. 

After the evaluation of Carla had been completed, the examiner 

received in the mail a clipping detailing a one car accident her 

father had been involved in. The article said he was being 

charged with drunken driving. The mother, at this pOint, allegea 

that her husband had abused alcohol during the marriage, a fact 

she'd never brought up during the evaluation. This seemed out of 

character given the fact that he held down two jobs with an 

excellent work record, and had said he rarely drank because of a 

seizure disorder. Hospital records were obtained which verified 

that the examiner had surmised namely that he had had a seizure 

while driving and no where 1n the records was there any mention 

of intoxication. 

In summary, 1n our experience, false allegations of sexual abuse 

by children and their parents are rare. They do, however, occur 

particularly in custody cases. Much as in malingering, which is 

generally rare in psychiatric patients, but can be found in the 

specialized population of forensic patients where secondary gain 

from a malingered illness is high, so an allegation of sexual 

abuse may be for secondary gain on the part of a child or 

parents. Parents may use such allegations to obtain sole 
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custody, to terminate visitation, to terminate parental rights or 

to harass a noncustodial parent. Children may allege sexual 

abuse falsely because of their own psychopathology, a wish to 

please a parent, anger at a parent, or fantasies of sexual 

feelings toward the parent. Such allegations need careful 

evaluation by experienced child psychiatrists as the outcome of 

such allegat:ions has serious implications for the child's future 

relations with her parents. 

Formulating Recommendations 

It is important to stay with facts and first hand information and 

observations. If quoting a parent, it should be clear that this 

is their perception of events, not yours. Direct quotes from 

children and adolescents are helpful if available. Drawings and 

cutouts are also admissible. If allegations are believed to be 

false, therE! should be a psychodynamic formulation to explain 

them, e.g., a borderline mother trying to expunge the "bad" 

father and replace him with the "good" father or the paranoid 

mother who projects her own thoughts onto her former husband. Or 

in the case of brain washing a child's developmental im-

maturity, e)ctreme dependence on her mother (often fostered by the 

mother out C)f her own narcissistic needs) and need to please her 

and fear of her as factors in her coming to believe everything 

her mother told her about her father. Other less dynamic 

explanations may focus on parental rage, desire for revenge, or 

dissatisfaction with custody arrangements. ~ 
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Summa~y of Cases 

In our limited sample of 18 cases (see chart) WE ~tt2~i~~d ~2 

discern whether there were any features which distingui.5h~ct case3 

of false accusation of sexual abuse from documen~e~ one3. Sixt~~n 

of the cases involved ~irls with ages ranging frcnl two ~0 

fourteen years. Two cases involved bOy$ ages five and eleven 

years. The alleged offenders were fathers in all but two cases 

(#6 stepfather, #1 boyfriend). Sexual abuse seemed clear-cut in 

eight cases and alcoholism was present in the offender in 3/8 of 

these cases versUs 1/10 oe the unconfirmed cases. In terms of 

the mothers' diagnoses, hysteria and schizophrenia seemed equally 

divided between the confirmed and unconfirmed groups whereas four 

mothers bringing about false accusations were diagnosed as having 

paranoia and none in the confirmed group. One distinguishing 

feature in the cases of false accusations of incest was the fact 

that charges were uniformly brought about by the parents, not the 

child. In our experience, working with incest cases, we have 

found this to be atypical, i.e., most often it is the child who 

initiates the charges. Secondly, in the four unconfirmed 

families versus two confirmed, allegations did not arise during 

the marriage but only after separation or divorce, which raised 

questions as to possible ulterior motives of the parent. Some of 

the more common motives .we encountered were: 1) wish to get 

former spouse out of life: 2) vindictiveness: 3) crying wolf--the 

allegations of sexual abuse as a sure fire way of getting the 
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judge's attention and suspending visitJ.tion in situations ,"h~~ 

parent was dissatisfied with the custody arransement. Third, in 

confirmed cases, themes of the child's play or drawings wer~ 

generally consonant with the accusat:ons. 

Of particular hazard for the child psychia~r~st ~orking ~i~j 

these cases are counter-transference feelings. Such feelings may 

be directed to the child/victim as the material he or she 

presents reactivates helpless or incestuous feelings in che 

therapist. These may be evident as ~hen the therapis~ labels ~ne 

child as seductive. Counter-transference may be directed to t~: 

alleged perpetrator, preventing the child psychiatrist from 

hearing his or her side of the story. In particular, when 

allegations are false and there is question that the child has 

been coached, it is important to evaluate the other parent. This 

evaluation of the other parent has been discussed in evaluating 

contested child custody cases and is now a clinical axiom. 

However, transference feelings in these cases toward the per­

petrator may make such an evaluation difficult. 

In summary, the authors discuss problems in asseSSing allegations 

of sexual abuse which arise in the context of custody or visit­

ation disputes. Clinical examples are provided as is discussion 

of factors facilitating the evaluations. The most important 

consideration is the safety and development of the child. All 

accusations must be carefully ~valuated and considered in the 

light of the total clinical picture. 
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A CONCEPTUAL MODEL FOR JUDGING 
THE TRUTHFULNESS OF A YOUNG CHILD'S ALLEGATION 

OF SEXUAL ABUSE 

Mary de Young 

Grand Vall.., Stat. Coll89" AII.ndal., Mien. 

Because of the increased number of allegations of sexual abuse made by 
young children and the of len severe legal penalties given to adult per­
petrators. there is reason for concern about false or mistaken accusations. 
This paper develops a conceptual modelfor judging (he truthfulness of such 
allegations by a young child. 

Child sexual abuse has emerged re­
cently as a major social problem in 

this country. Although there is a great 
deal of historical evidence to suggest 
that it has been. to varying elttents. a 
feature of every generation and each 
culture. I I •• ) it has been only within the 
last decade that both public and aca­
demic attention has been keenly focused 
on it. 

Wolock and HorowitzH noted that 

. . . public anention to a $OCiai problem doe$ not 
depend solely. or even mainly. upon the objective 
ch~Cten5tics of the phenomena or even upon 
conditions that ultimately come to be recognized 
as a SOCial problem. (I', 530) 

That attention. instead. is more a prod­
uct of those who define the problem: 
their status and power allow them to 
describe the nature and extent of the 
problem and grant them the influence to 
keep the problem in the public limelight 

as they enCOUr3ie the development of 
strategies for its resolution. 1' 

Child sexual abuse has been defined 
as a social problem by sociologists. n 
psychologists. H behaviorists. U and 
feminists.!b as well as by the general 
public,!O The other group which de­
scribes the problem is composed of chil­
dren who have made allegations of sex­
ual abuse against adults. To dispute the 
nature and extent of child sexual abuse 
or its categorization as a social problem • 
one could challenge the research 
methodologies and conclusions of the 
social scientists. confront the lack of 
knowledge and emotionalism of the 
general public. or cast doubts upon the 
truthfulness of a child' s allegation. It is 
on this last process. especially as it con­
cerns young children between the ages 
of two and seven. that this paper will 
focus. 

Before child sexual abuse was defined 

,", rl'Vlstd 1'('rrIOf! of a pupt! !uj"'llftl'li to (hI! JOlmlui if! Jllly 1985 
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as a social problem. the veracity of a 
young child's allegation against an adult 
was routinely disputed. 34.43 As both the 
times and the definition of that social 
condition changed. however. the pen­
dulum began to swing in the other di­
rection. so that a child who gave an ac­
count of sexual abuse. even a very 
young child. often was believed without 
question. With that swing came such 
broad generalizations as. "children 
never lie about sexual abuse:' or. "the 
younger the child. the more likely the 
story is true." A few recent and rwtable 
cases. such as the preliminary hearing 
testimony of the alleged victims in the 
McMartin Preschool case. and the 
charaes dropped against a large number 
of citizens accused of sexual abuse in 
Jordan. Minnesota. have called into 
question the credibility of that position. 
although some researchers and prac­
titioners still espouse it. Doubts are now 
so strong for others. however, that their 
reaction is reminiscent of the historical 
skepticism and seems to challenge the 
very wisdom of categorizing the abuse 
as a social problem at all. That position 
is illustrated by the following statement 
made by psychologists Underwager and 
Wakefield:u 

The explodinl number or alleptions and the pro­
cedures foUowed by child-protectlt'n teams. 
police. and prosecutors matcb tile Salem witch­
bunts and tile McCanhy anti-c:ommunlst Marinls 
... Politicians. prosecutors. mental·healtb profes. 
sionals. and the media are ndinl a wave of hys'­
teria about sexual abuse ur children. We believe 
the tnllb eventually will be known. But in the 
meantime. thousands or Americans will have their 
lives shattered by their IOvemment. ! p. 59) 

Since the greatest doubt seems to be 
about' the accusations of young chil­
dren. 19• "I this paper will present a con­
ceptual model for judging the truthful­
ness of a young child's allegation of sex­
ual abuse. It is hoped that this model will 
be a logical. systematic paradigm that 

. ---------- -

-----------
will direct the user to each relevant facet 
of the experience of child sexual abuse, 
highlight the developmental issues that 
mitigate or enhance each facet, sugaest 
the social and psychological dynamiCS 
of each. and show the interaction be­
tween these various facets. Rather than 
serving as a kind of conceptual lie de­
tector test, the model will outline a se­
quence of investigative steps that need 
to be taken in judging the truthfulness of 
a young child's allegation. It will assess 
the type and quality of infonnation 
about both the alleged abuse and the 
child's development that are needed at 
each step to increase or decrease. the 
index of suspicion that the sexual abuse 
did occur. Theoretically. tbe usc of this 
model can circumvent the broad­
brushed generalizations of "a child 
never lies:' on the one hand. and "a 
child is never to be believed." on the 
other, and the doubt that lies between 
can be addressed and resolved. 

In this model. the Brant and TiszaJ 

definition of child sexual abuse will be 
used: 

... the ",posure or a child to sexual stimulation 
inappropriate (or the child's .... I,.,., or 
psychosexual development. or role in the family. 
(p.81) 

This paper will focus on children be­
tween the ages of two and seven. and 
will consider· both intrafamilial and 
nonfamilial sexual abuse. 

JUDGING THE TRUTH or ALLEGA noNS 

The model for judging the truthfulness 
of a young child's complaint of sexual 
abuse begins with the allegation itself. If 
accusations were always made with 
clarity. celerity. certainty. and consis­
tency. few doubts as to their truth would 
ever arise. The literature. however, 
demonstrates that this is rarely so and 
for that reason. if for no other. such an 
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accusation should never be summarily 
dismissed as false. 

Claritv. A child between the ages of 
two and seven is in the preoperational 
period of development}' characterized 
by a cognicive style that would work 
significantly against clarity in an allega­
tion of sexual abuse. The child's tend­
ency for centering in thinking. for 
example. causes perception and defini­
cion of an object in relation to its par­
ticular function;}' thus. a child may 
refer to ejaculation as urination since 
that is the perCeived function of the 
penis. Similarly, the lack of conserva­
tion characteristic oftrus developmentaJ' 
period prevents the child from under­
standing that objects remain the same 
despite a chanae in physical appear­
ance;'" in the child's perception an erect 
penis. for example, may no lonaer be 
thought of as a penis because of its 
chanae in size and shape. 

The tendencies for concreteness and 
eaoc:entrism in thinJcinr' also will cloud 
an allegation. Pervasive transductive 
reasoning. which causes a child to rea­
son from one panicular idea to another 
without logically connecting them,l' 
creates a vague. Cree-associative style of 
communication which, further encum­
bered by difficulties with language, pre­
cludes any real clarity. These devel­
opmental facts, then. diminish the 
likelihood that a young child's allegation 
will be so clear that it could stand alone 
as a measure of its trUth. 

C ele,.;ry. The literature demonstrates 
that children are seldom swift in report­
ing sexual abuse. Conce and Berliner, eo 

in their study of 583 sexually abused 
children. found that only 16% of them 
told anyone about the incident within 48 
hours of its occurrence. Delays in disclo­
sure lasting anywhere from days to 
years are frequently reported in the lit­
erature;I •. z". !1. n they are largely at-
tributed to the pressures for secrecy 
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placed on the child by the offending 
adult and to the child's develop­
mentllllv-based tendency to accommo­
date ttte' demands of adults. 9. "9 Delays in 
disclosure. then. are more the rule than the 
exception and. once again. should not be 
used as a rationale for doubting the 
truthfulness of an allegation. 

C,mairrry. The same cognitive pro­
cesses and lack of sophistication with 
the language that interfere with the clar­
ity of an accusation will also hinder its 
certainty. Further. in an effort to assure 
the secrecy of the behavior, the adult 
may tell the child that the sexual contact 
is normal. desirable. or the fault of the 
child.9• 10 This reinterpretation of reality 
and attribution of blame may create 
enough dissonance to leave the child 
confused and uncertain. 

Is it possible that a youn, child's un­
certain disclosure might result from dif­
ficulty in distinguishin, fanwy from 
reality? There is considerable debate as 
to whether a youn, child fanwizes 
about sexual acts with adults.)"-·' 
While a child's fanwy life is un­
questionably rich and varied and in­
cludes both sexual and agaressive 
themes. z. ::. z. several other de vel­
opmentaJ features restrain and shape 
these motifs. First. a child between the 
ages of two and seven does not yet have 
the mentaJ structures needed for logical 
or abstract thought,·' hence the term 
"preoperational." Thisleaves the child 
dependent on actual experiences for 
producing the images of fantasy. Sec­
ond. the fantasies of a child this age are 
generally reflective of wishful thinkin, 
and are so tightly bound to the pleasure 
principle that they invariably have a 
hedonistic tone.!Z rn fantasies the child 
gets what he or she does not have. re­
moves sources of irritation and an­
noyance. goes where he or she cannot 
go. develops relationships with others. 
and figures out problems. all with posi-
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tive. rewarding results. Third. the fan­
tasies at this age stress mastery and 
competence: that is. the child as hero 
and as problem-solver.:1 as victor rather 
than as victim. Finally. the secondary 
process. the thinking that is charac­
teristic of the ego and is influenced by 
the demands of the environment. pnts 
a child not only the ability to test reality. 
but to disti,nguish it from fantasy. 1. 2l 

These developmental aspects of 
fantasy and imqination. then. que 
apinst a youn, child fantasizing about 
bein, sexually abused in the fIrSt place. 
and apinst the child reportin, fantasy 
as if it were reality because of an in­
ability to distinguish between the two. 
While more researth and analysis need 
to be done in this area. existinl data 
imply that the more details a younl child 
can pve. the more neptive in fee lin, the 
experience is that is being related. and 
the more the child describes sexual acts 
thac exceed in maturity. sophistication 
and ability what would be considered 
nonnal for that child's psychosexual 
level of development (after the variables 
of class. culture. and individual dif­
ferences lU'e taken into account). the 
more likely is the child to be describinl 
real as opposed to imqined events. 

Consistency. Because of the pressure 
for secrecy by the offendina adult and 
the often IJnsettlin, reactions of others 
to the complaint. the child may amend 
or even retract an accusalion. 1 •••• ., The 
intervention skills of the person(s) to 
whom the account is being told will also 
affect consistency: what a child tells 
different :ildults may vary with the 
adult·s style of communication. 

ElaboraTed DeTails 

An allegation of sexual abuse by a 
young child. although it may lack clar­
ity. celerity. certainty. and consistency. 
should be taken seriously and should 
serve as a basis for eliciting elaborated 
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details. which is the second step of this 
conceptual model. Before embark­
ing on the child's version of what hap­
pened. it is necessary to determine from 
the child's caretaker how much seJtual 
knowledge the child had before the 
complaint was made. Since there does 
not appear to be a norm for what a child 
that age will know. n it is imperative that 
care be taken in soliciting this informa­
tion and that preconceived notions that 
may be tainted by racial. class. or cul­
tura! bias be checked. It is also neces­
sary to determine the child's names for 
the various body pans and functions; 
the evaluator should then respect the 
child's lexicon and use the child's words 
durin, subsequent discussions. 

Sp,djic action. The child can be 
asked to descn"be the sexual action in 
words. drawinlS.' and/or demon­
strations with anatomically correct 
dolls .• 1 Apin. those described acts that 
exceed in maturity. sophistication. and 
ability the psychosexual level of the 
child are especially noteworthy. Simi­
larly. since so much intrafamilial and 
nonfamilial sexual abuse involve.; a 
progression of acts over time. from 
fondling. to ora! contact. to penetra­
tion.'" JS a young child's description of 
such a sequence would raise the index of 
suspicion that the incidents really did 
occur. 

Collte:ct. Contextual details which 
next must be determined include infor­
mation about who allegedly perpe­
trated the abuse. where it occurred. and 
when it took place. 

Some concern has surfaced in the lit­
erature that a young child may attribute 
sexual abuse to the wrong person.·' 
While this certainly may occur if the 
perpetrator is a stranger. anecdotal and 
case study evidence support the conclu­
sion that even a young child is capable of 
correctly identifying the person respon­
sible. especially if that person is known 
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to the child. But is it also possible that time. this is one elaborated detail that~' -
the child could displace responsibility pro /or.ma is likely to be confused and 
onto an innocent person as a way of inconsistent. 
avoiding the reality of who was respon- What further complicates the time 
sible? Certainly. displacement plays an issue for young children. as recent evi­
important role in a child's fantasies and dence shows. 50. 51 is chat psychic 
playll. 21 but its sigm!lcance in the atui- trauma can significantly interfere with 
bution of harmful acts has not yet been perception of the duration and sequence 
e;ltplored. Given the possibility that dis- of time. For a young child who has in­
placement could occur. however. the deed e;ltperienced sexual abuse and who 
accumulation of other elaborated details has suffered a traumatic reaction to it. as 
should serve as a check. Finaily. data some victimized children will. I 1. '2 the 
from developmental psychology find details about time will be particularly 
that a young child is no more likely to difficult to determine. 
fabricate incorrect responses when Secrecy details. The child should be 
memory fails than are adults.))' 3' Evi- questioned next about any pressure for 
dence thus weighs against the child at- secrecy placed upon him or her by the 
tributinl the blame to a convenient per- alleged perpetrator. An adult who sexu­
son. ally abuses a child obviously has aves-

If the place in which the alleged abuse. ted interest in keeping the behavior se­
has taken piace is unfamiliar to the child. cret and will use a variety of techniques 
it may have to be described rather than to coerce the child into silence.'··9 
named. Specific details such as the color These may include threat of death or 
of the room. the style and location of the bodily harm: second-party threa&s 
furniture. or the pattern in the wail paper against the child's family or friends: 
would enhance the child's credibility threats of abandonment or withdrawal 
and serve as a check on the identifica- of love: bribes that may include toys, 

; tion of the perpetrator. These details are clothing, or special favors: the rein­
best elicited by short. direct questions terpretation of reality that defines the 
that stimulate memory retrieval cues in sexual act as normal. healthy, or desir­
a youn, child. I'd) A problem arises able; or the attribution of blame that 
when the child alleges that there were holds the child responsible for the act 
multiple acts in many different places and its consequences. The more details 
over a period of time: in that case. the the child can offer aboutthe pressure for 
child may demonstrate significant con- secrecy, the higher the index of suspi­
fusion in identifying the places in which cion that the alleged abuse did actually 
the alleged acts took place. occur. 

Time is a difficult concept for a youn, Affective derails. The young child 
child to master.·' At the preoperational should be questioned next about his or 
level of development. time is often her feelings. beginning with how the 
confused with distance or lenath: it is sexual act per se felt: painful. neu­
often [houaht of as a place. such as sup- tral. or pleasurable. A young child may 
pertime in the kitchen or bedtime in the have difficulty in separating the act from 
bedroom; and the past is perceived of as its context. so once again it would be 
indefinite. that is. it is simply the time helpful to use drawings or anatomically 
before and has no sequential order. correct dolls when gathering these de­
Given these developmentally related tails. Affective responses to the context 
features of a young child's perception of of the act(s) and to the pressure for sec-
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recy should also be elicited: the more 
congruent those feelings are with the 
nature of the specific act. the higher the 
index of suspicion that the act did occur. 
For instance. if a young child describes 
feeling hurt by an act of digital penetra­
tion. but feeling happy about the toy he 
or she got for keeping the secret. there is 
a high level of congruence between de­
tails and feelings. 

Feelings about the alleged perpetrator 
should also be elicited. Some children. 
upon appreciating the wrongfulness of 
the act. or upon being frightened or hurt. 
will describe the person in negative 
terms. However. a high level of congru­
ence between the alleged act and the 
child's feelings toward the actor is not a 
necessary factor in raising the index of 
suspicion: a young child cannot predict 
or judge character because of a de­
velopmental inability to use stable. 
dispositional constructs in desc~ip" 
tions: l1• 40. 4~ thus. the child is likely 
to judge a person by possessions or 
appearance rather than by behavior. 
This lack of attribution skills may. con­
sequently. lead a child describing a 
painful act of molestation in a frighten­
ing context to portray as nice an alleged 
perpetrator who has a new car or video 
games for the television. 

Once the allegation of sexual abuse 
has been made. therefore. the child 
should be asked to elaborate on the de­
tails of the action. the context in which it 
took place. the pressure for secrecy. and 
Ithe emotional responses to each. The 
more specific the details and the more 
(;ongruence between feelings and details 
(except those about the alleged per­
petrator). then the higher the index of 
suspicion that the abuse did occur and 
the more imperative it is that the 
evaluator examine the indicators uf 
abuse. In the absence of such consis­
tency. however. a margin of error mUSt 
be considered based on [he child's 
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abilitrancrwiHingness ~o-~municate. 
the circumstances of the interview. and 
the skill of the evaluator in eliciting this 
information. 

Indicators of Sexual Abuse 

Since the definition of child se"ual 
abuse as a soc:ial problem. the literature 
has been rife with references to behav­
ioral. emotional. and physical symp­
toms of that abuse. Il. 14 The vut major­
ity of these studies forego empirical 
methods and rely. instead. on clinical 
assessments of samples of sexually 
abused children;I.41 retrospective re­
views of hospital. mental health center. 
or court records:l.• case stUdies of 
small samples of sexually abused chil­
dren with similar symptomatoloay:ll. II 
and theoretical approaches that hypoth­
esize as to the types of symptoms that 
are likely to be seen or that review the 
symptoms detailed in the literature. " .... 
A review of the literature shows that 
certain symptoms are reported with 
some degree of consistency from one 
study to another. others are not. and still 
others are unique and abstruse at best. 

In what may have been a rush to ad­
dress this social problem and to identify 
sexually abused children. many studies 
have offered indicator lists that inven­
tory the behavioral. emotional. and 
physical symptoms that are thOUght to 
be indicative of sexual abuse. Since the 
indicia are derived from such a wide va­
riety of samples and from such disparate 
methodologies. there is little consis­
tency among the various indicator lists. 
The net erTect is a kind of melange-a 
veritable grab-bag of indicators that 
potentially lends itself to much abuse. 
and most certainly to false positive 
identifications. 

An additional problem with the indi­
cator lists is that they rarely differentiate 
between symptoms that may be pro-
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duced by other stressors in a child's life factor intrinsIc to the sexual abuse e.'(pe­
and those that are produced by sexual rience: the child's trust and dependency 
abuse: symptoms such as social with- are betrayed by the offending adult and 
drawal or not wanting to go home from the child may react with grief, depres­
school could as easily be found in a child sion, or ex.treme dependency and cling· 
whose parents are going through a di- ing behavior. 
vorce as in a child who is being sexually A third traumagenic factor in sex.ual 
abused. Because aU young children abuse is disempowennent. in which the 
show behavioral disorganization under child's needs. desires. and will are con­
stress.u , J1 it is necessary for an evalu- tinually contravened by the offending 
ator to identify the stressors other than adult. Symptoms related to this facet 
sexual abuse in a young child's life. and may include anxiety, fears and phobias. 
to assess which symptoms may be reo nightmares, and hypervigilance. 
lated to them. Stigmatization is the final trauma-

That task is made considerably easier genic factor posited. Messages that have 
by the use of Finkelhor and Browne'sll to do with shame. guilt. blame. and fault 
conceptual model which organizes are often communicated to the child by 
clinical observations of the child sexual the offending adult. Resultant symp­
abuse indicators that are reponed in the toms may include guilt and shame. low 
iiterature. They posit four traumagenic. self-esteem. suicidal ideation. and self­
dynamics in the experience of child sex- destructive behavior. 
ualabusethat"alterchildren'scognitive Much research is needed on symp­
and emotional orientation to the world toms and on the development of instru­
and create trauma by distorting the chil- ments to assess the impact of sexual 
dren's self-concept. world view, and abuse on children. In the meantime, the 
affective capacities" (p. 531), so that Finkelhor and Browne scheme is the 
these children's attempts to cope with most systematic, the most closely tied to 
the world throulh these distonions may empirical and clinical research. and the 
result in symptoms that can be used as most specific to the sexual abuse expe­
indicators of sexual abuse. rience. Thus, it is particularly useful as 

One of the posited traumagenic fac- an indicator list in the proposed con­
ton is traumatic sexualization. This is ceptual model for judgina the truthful­
inherent in the abuse experience when ness of a young child' s allegation of sex­
the perpetrator rewards the child for ual abuse. 
sexual behavior and fetishizes some [n summary, the evaluator should get 
parts of the child's anatomy; the process a base read ina from an adult caretaker as 
shapes the child's sexual feelings and to the child's physical. emotional. and 
attitudes in developmentally and inter- behavioral functioning before the time 
personally inappropriate ways. As a re- of the alleged abuse and then document 
sult. the sexually abused child may learn the nature and extent of changes the 
sexual behavior as a strategy for manip- child demonstrates. Any other stressors 
ulatinl others_ Symptomatically, the in the child's life must be carefully ex· 
child may become sexually aiaressive, amined and then. by using the Finkelhor 
engaae in repititious play with a sexual and Browne scheme. the evaluator can 
theme. compulsively masturbate. or check which of those changes is specifi­
demonstrate age-inappropriate sexual cally related to the abuse eltperience: 
knowledge and interests. more elaborated details may then be 

Betrayal is a second traumagenic obtained from the child. 
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Vulnerability of the Child 

The next step in the conceptual model 
is to assess the child's vulnerability to 
sexual abuse. The fact that some chil­
dren are molested and others are not 
may be more than just a matter of cir. 
cumstance: there is some evidence in 
the literature that cenain types of chil­
dren may be more vulnerable to sexual 
abuse, ~o These would include a younl 
child who has little accurate sexual 
knowledge.:' has few self-protective 
coping skills. 10 has been sexually 
abused before,I:,l' has a stepfather 
living in the home. zo or has a weak or 
conflictual bond with the mother. II. ;0 

Specific inquiries regardinl this poten­
tial should be made by the evaluator, 

If none of these factors exists. it will 
be necessary to reexamine the context 
of the alleged abuse carefully, together 
with the pressure for secrecy sUlTOund­
inl it: the offending adult may have been 
so physically or emotionally forceful as 
to have overwhelmed the young child's 
repertoire of strenaths and copinl 
mechanisms, If the elicited details do 
not bolster this hypothesis. however. 
and no vulnerabilities are found in the 
child. then the last step in this concep­
tual model may be the litmus test for 
judgin, the truthfulness of the allega­
tion, 

MotivQtion for Lying 

The literature sugaests that one rea­
son for a younS child to lie is to give 
verbal expression to an image or 
scenario that exists in the imagina­
tion. ~; ... ' As discussed previously. the 
fantasy of young children is so inextric­
ably interwoven with actual experience. 
so reflective of wishful thinking and 
pleasure principle material. so likely to 
have mastery as a theme. and so easily 
differentiated from reality, that se xual 
abuse is not likely to be a theme of the 

.. _---' 
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fan~Rthe-first pl~~d therefore 
will not be the stutT of lies. 

But can a child be pressured into lying 
by someone else? Certainly the power of 
an adult to inveigle or coerce a child into 
a false allegation must be taken very 
seriously. In the wake of sexual abuse 
allegations being used as weapons in di­
vorce and custody battles. enough 
anecdotal and case study evidence has 
been accumulated to show how real the 
problem is. ",.10 A young child who is 
bein, forced to lie experiences the pres­
sure as stress just as surely 'as does a 
child who is bein, coerced into secrecy 
by a sexual abuser.·' U •• ' The symp­
toms of that stress are likely to reflect 
some kind of behavioraJ disorpniza­
tion::1· J: however. they are not likely 
be of the same type as those specifically 
related to the actual abuse, Once apin. 
the use of the Finkelhor and Browne 
scheme will assist in differentiating one 
type or cluster of symptoms from an­
other. 

Finally. a young child coerced into 
lyin, is probably unable to give elabo­
rated details of the alleged abuse. show 
abuse-specific indicators. and demon­
strate the kinds of vulnerabilities that 
CEre documented in the literature, Devo­
tion to the step-by-step process pre­
sented in this conceptual model will 
serve as a sound check and balance 
against false accusations. When there is 
a reasonable suspicion that a child is 
being pressured into lying. the focus 
should shift to evaluating the suspected 
person. At the same time. care must be 
taken to develop a supportive and 
trusting relationship with the child. who 
may then come to feel free and safe 
enough to discuss the pressure to lie. 
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NR-83 SPOlCN' INTERACTION BETWEEN ABUSED 
CHILDREN AND THEIR MOTHERS. S. Saiztnger. P~. 0 . 

-2' '1/ ~YC ?sychlamC Inst:tute. OIV. C!".:ld ?svchtatry. / -.' . 
16ath St.. New Yorlc. NY 10032. S. 'NondolowsI<Y' 
Swensson. M.A.; S. Kaplan. M.D.: T. Kaplan. M.A .. =nd J. 
Krista!. B.A. 

Viewing child maltreatment as :he end produc::. or 
outcome. of a breaicdown in the normal processes of com· 
muntcation between parents and children suggests :t":at 
the difficulues In theIr verbal interaction are pervasIve and. 
as suc.;h. can be found in practically all of ::nelr InteractIons 
wIth each other. [t was hypothesIzed that the usual con· 
straints of the listener upon ~he sceaker. where me 
speaker's uterances tend to rerlect the listener s speech 
and are fashioned to optimize :he listener s pOSitive re­
sponse. would be different in maltreatIng pairs of mochers 
and children. This was expected to result In less coheSion In 

their discourse. in more maternal dominance or concrol. 
and in more instances of aggravated. and fewer tnstances 
of mitigated. forms of spoken utterances. Conversations 
between 19 pairs of parent perpetrators of child abuse andl 
or neglect and their children and between a control sample 
of 19 pairs of nonmaltreated chIldren and their parents. 
matched for child's age. sex. SES. and ethnic group were 
videotaped in a 15 minute standard labOratory situatlon 
and coded blind by two coders from audiotapes and typed 
manuscripts. Reliability assessments WIll be presented. 
and coding manuals will be available for the audience. 

NR-84 CLINICAL DIAGNOSIS OF SEXUAL ABUSE OF 
CHD.DREN ZERO-THREE YEARS. M. Gean. M.D. ~ew 
England Medical Center. 171 Hamson Ave .. Box 395. Bos­
ton. MA 02111. C. Mitkus. M.S. W. 

This paper discusses whether it is pOSSible co establish 
varying degrees of clinical certatnty regarding the occur­
rence of sexual abuse in infants and toddlers. A review of 
the literature revealed a paucity of information speclfic to 
evaluations and symptoms in this age group. A sample of 
57 children zero througn three years of age were seen in a 
large urban child psychiatry clinic over a 4-year penod. A 
retrospective chart review was camed out and data was 
cabulated. The protocol that was developed was used to re­
cord demographic features. interparental problems. the 
nature of the abuse. a description of the alleged offenders 
and climcal vanables such as the presenting symptoms. In­
formation from phYSical examination and data form psychI­
atric clinical assessments. The data from the clinical as­
sessment was evaluated by the presentation of ~'erbaliza­
cions. anatomically~orrect doll play. and unstructured 
play. Data describing the population. :he offenders. and tn­
terparental problems were tabulated. The data was 
analyzed using 1 to 5 ractngs of the lilcelihood mat sexui'll 
abuse occurred. thiS was compared With the rindmgs of the 
physical exam. clinical psychiatnc interview. presenting 
symptoms. and interparental problerr.s .. A second analYSIS 
compared the population by age groups: ,hose children 
greater than 36 months and those less than 36 months at 
the time of the .!l1eged abuse. Conclusions from this study 
suggest that it is possiale to diagnose sexual abuse \0 chil­
dren generally conSIdered to be less verbal and cognitlvely 
capable than th~ older pre-schooler. 

NR-85 ARE THERE OtF'F'tnNClS [N~ ptAY'WTTH 
ANATOMICAlLY COMP{'En..o.o~~.U$ED_vu.SUS ~I 
N?N-ABUSED Cm:D.REN. ~ .. 3 Jensen. M.O .. \.;mverSlt'( I 
or Minnesota. Box 9:::l U.fHC. .,fmne=polls. MN 55455 G ,.' '; 
Realmuto. \1.0 .. S G. Wescoe. \f.Q . 6- 3 D Gcirf:r:l<j 
\10 ~ 

Sexual abuse lIWeStlgatcrs c:Jr:cend :hac obser;aCIC:1 .... 
of:1 C!'1t1d's piay 'Nlen anatomicaliv comClete dolls is suffi­
clene to deter:-:1Ine whether the chIld has been aoused. I':' 
::;ough no systematic stud.y has been d.one. To test :hlS r, 
h'f pothesis. 15 chIldren were vIde<:ltaped While engagIng tn 

a one nour semi-structured tntervtew that 1l1cluaed ;Jlay 
WIth 3 set of anatomically complete doils. The children ~ 
wore trom 3 to 8 years old: 5 had been sexually abused. 5 I 
were psychiatrIc patients without an aOuse hIs tor; and 5 
were normal controls. The same chIld psychiatrV fellow 
conducted all interviews. The VIdeotapes were then blindly I" 

rated for likelihood of sexual aouse by 3 board certified 
child psychiatrIsts. by 3 attorneys expenenced in sexual 
aouse cases and by 3 social workers experienced in child 
procection. A systematic questionnaire about the interview I' 
and me sexual play with the dolls was administered and a 
global score for the likelihood of sexual abuse was asSigned 
co each child. EvaluatigD of che "",,!t, demoDStti'ted thM I 
the children with a biSCOE: of sexual abuse could not be dis­
cnmlllaCea f&)m ps'!Cbi=c cnnm;11 or noanal 'bildren::2.n 
tb.t basIS of their play with anatomically complete d2l1s. 
This stUdy strongly suggests that the play with sexually I 
complete dolls is not determined by actual past sexual ex­
perience. The implications for professionals aSking the 
questIon of sexual abuse showed found answers through a 
broad base of eVidence. differential diagnosis and psychia ) 
tric climcal formulation of the data are mandatory. '-II 

NR-8. LATCHKEY ClDLDREN: A mOT STUDY IN­
VESTIGATING BEHAVIOR AND ACADEMIC ACHIEVE­
MENI'. J. Diamond. MD. Psychiatry. ECU School of 
MediCine. Greenvtile. NC 27834. S. Kataria. MD: S. Messer. 
BA. 

Recent demographic changes have led co the 
phenomenon of latchkey children. A survey of the litera­
ture failed to reveal a consistent definition of latchkey 
s,atus. We surveyed fifth and sixth graders and were able 
to define three groups based on self-care arrangements. 
Demographics. behavioral effects. and academiC achieve­
ment were explored. 

NR-87 REACTIONS TO FUNERAL PARTICIPATION IN 
PREPUBERTAl BEREAVED CHILDREN. S. E. Cain. M.D .. 
Vmv. of Kansas Medical Center. Dept. of Psychiatry. 39th 6-
Rainbow. Kansas City. KS 66103. E. B. Weller. M.D.: R. A. 
Weller. M.D: M. A. Fristad. Ph.D.: C. Spohn. R.N.: J. F. 
Bober. M.D. 
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L:ttle is known about the process of grieving in chtl- {~ 
dren. despite the fact that nearly 5% of children tn the V.S. ~ 
lose at least one parent bv age 1 S. Theorists from varIOUS I 
perspecttves have made conrlicnng claims: however. liter- ~. 
ature addreSSing the subject has been anecdotal rather i' 
than empirical. The purpose of chis study was co investI­
gate oereavemene Inn non-clinical families to decermtne: 1 .. ~ 
co what extent prepubertal children partIcipate in funeral: 
activities: 2) children's reactions (0 this partlclpatlon: and . 
3) the indiVIduaL familial. situational. and sociocultural var­
iables that contribute to adaptive versus maladaptive out-

¥" 



l ,. 

STATE ~. )fYATI' w. 841 t;; xh,t,;r .r 
eke .. .., P.ld 136 f1'aA. '915) 

tint states to enact this type ot statute. a/ Abuse, 18 J.Mar.L.Rev. I, 5-6 (198-4). Cb-\:...e.,;t-\5~ 8'J~_ 
R.etearch reveals that at leaat tour other The child ~v be unable to testlfy at trial r j 11 -i.t~~ 
states-Washington. Colorado, Utah and due to fadUlI memory, retraction of earlier flE1- ... .... ----
Arizona-have reeently adopted similar statements due to guilt or fear. tender are 
statutes. See Wash.Rev.Code Ann. or inability to appreciate the proqtdjnp in 
§ 9A.44.l20 (1985 Supp.); Colo. Rev.Stat. which he or she is a participant. There-
§ 13-25-129 (1984 Supp.); Utah Code Ann. fore, these hearsay statements are us-;;Uy 
§ 76-~1l (1983 Supp.); Ariz.Rev.Stat. necessao' to the pTQ{'effijnp M the only 

AnD .. § 13-1416 (1984 Supp.). The Su- probative evidence available. 
preme Court of Washington has found 
Washington's new hearsay exception to be It is also beginning to be recognized that 
constitutional. State p. Ryan. 103 a child's statements about sexual abuse are 
Wash.2d 165, 691 P.2d 197 (1984). Before inherently reliable. First, it is highly un­
turning to the constitutionality of the Kan- likely that a child will persist in lying to his 
au statute. we will briefly discuss the pur- or her parents, or other figures of authori­
pose and function of the child-victim hear- !Y, about sexual abuse. Second, children 
say exeeption in criminal proceedings. do not have enough knowledge about sexu­

'nte rule against admission of hearsay 
ltatements stems from the long~stablished 
belief that cross~xamination is the best 
vehicle for discovering the truth and that 
the most reliable statements come from the 
witness stand. CalijoMlUz 11. Green. 399 
U.s. 149, 158. 90 S.Ct. 1930, 1935. 26 
L.Ed.2d 489 (1970). Despite the imDOr-

,taDee of croS8~xamination, exceptions to 
the hearsay rule have long existed in evi­
dentiary law. Two principles-trustworthi­
Dell (or reliability) and necessity-5erve as 
the underlying rationale for exceptions to 
the be&l'Say rule. By enacting K.S.A. 60-
460(dd), the legislature was recognizing the 
necessity and inherent reliability of hear­
say statements of a child victim. 

Often the child victim's out~f-court 
statements constitute the Oiily proof of the 
erime of sexual abuse. Witnesses other 
than the victim and perpetrator are rare as 
people simply do not molest children in 
front of others. See Note. The Se:mail" 
AhMd In/ant HeaTSa, Ezception.· A 
CMutitutionai AnaLyN. 8 J.Juv.L. 59, 59-
60 (1984). Most often the offender is a 
relative or close acquaintanee who has the 
opportunity to be alone with the child. See 
Note, A CcmpreheMlIt Approach to 
C'ltild Neorsa" Statem.At. ill Sex AbuM 
ec-. 83 Colum.L.Rev. 17~ (1983). De­
pending on the type of sexual contact, ror· 
~ting physical evideoee may be absent 
f!r iDeonelusive. Skoler, Nne Hearsay Ex· 
tqMu /01' CI ClaiLd., S14tement 0/ Seru-

al matters to lie about them. 83 Colum.L. 
Rev. at 1751 (1983). Consequently, in light 
of the need for child hearsay statements in 
sex abuse cases, as well as their potentially 
superior trustworthiness to jn1:Ourt testi­

mony. the tndjtjonaJ reasons for barrj", 

use of such hearsay statements ~ . 
less compelling. 

Moreover, the incidence of serual abuse 
of young children has increued dramatical­
ly in recent yean. 83 Colum.L.Rev. 17~. 
Statistics show that there has been a ~ 
~crease in the reporting of sexual abuse 
since 1976. By 1980, there were 25,000 
reported cases annually, A substantial 
number of cases are never reported; esti­
mates of the actual incidence !VI from 
100,000 to 500,000 per year. 83 Colum.L. 
Rev. 1745, n. 1. 

The hearsay exceptions that existed prior 
to the enactment of K.S.A. 6O-46O(dd), even 
when stretched beyond their logical limits, 
are inadequate for the admission of neces­
sary child-victim hearsay. In the past, 
courts employed several means by which 
the child's out~f-court statements could be 
admitted. When the child was able to ap­
pear and answer questions, his or her prior 
statements were admitted under K.S.A. 60-
46O(a). State v. Fisher, 222 K.a.n. 76, 503 
P.2d 1012 (1977); State II. J01Ia, 204 Kan_ 
719, 466 P.2d 283 (1970). This exception 
was used even when the prior statements 
were retracted by the child at trial. See 

-. 
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C. MARK HASH 

HASH, O'BRIEN & BARTLETT 
ATIORNEYS AT LAW 

PLAZA WEST, 138 FIRST AVENUE WEST 

P.O. BOX 1178 

KALISPELL, MONTANA 59903·1178 

406·755·5!J19 

January 23, 1987 

Representative Ben Cohen 
House of Representatives 
State Capitol 
Helena, fJIT 59620 

Dear Ben: 

,,~) • > .' ,. 

J't () .J():':> 

_. ,,' i /lj i r--,H:'-L_--:--:-~-:--
DATE cd ~ .;:F:: a.NM 
HB ~4~-'- .. m?'~ 

I have received a copy of the first draft of a bill to amend 
certain provisions of the criminal Gode to raise the cut-off for 
misdemeanor to felony from $300 to $800. I had suggested this to 
Judge Keedy so that he could relate it to the local representa­
tives at the meeting that he held. I am pleased that you 
sponsored that bill, but I heard that there is not much support 
for it in Helena. 

001""~V11't'~ 
The justification for the bill, in my opinX6n, is the economic 
reality that every 12 years the prite of~oods doubles. The 
criminal code was passed in 1973. Fourteen years have passed and 
therefore $800 is equivalent to the $300 figllre in terms of price 
of goods. Therefore, it is appropriate to raise the value of 
$300 to $800. 

I am sure that those in Helena who are economists will agree with 
the 12-year rule to which I make reference. I would ask you to 
continue your s~pport for the bill based on that argument. Thank 
you. 

Sincerely, 

HASH, O'BRIEN & B~RTLETT 

JCB:af 
ce: ,Jud~le M i ehae 1 fl. Keedy 

Judge Stewart E. Stadler 
Judge Dale Gifford 
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