
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
STATE ADMINISTRATION SUOCOMMITI'EE 

50TH LEX;ISIATIVE SESSION 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

January 19, 1987 

The meeting of the State Administration Subccmnittee was called to order 
by Chainnan Nelson at 10:30 a.m. on January 19; 1987 in Roam 437 of the 
State Capitol. All subccmnittee nanbers were in attendance as were 
~ other interested visitors. 

The purpose of the meeting was to try to reconcile several holiday bills 
currently under consideration by the Legislature. 

DISCUSSION: Rep. Holliday pointed out that Montana is one of the few 
states that does not designate Martin Luther King's birthday as a legal 
holiday, and she wondered what infonnation was available on the different 
ways other states carrIreIIOrate this occasion. Rep. Nelson responded that 
eleven states have a fonnal observance of Martin Luther King's birthday 
by statute and eleven others have varying observances. Rep. Nelson 
stated that a recent survey indicates the average state worker receives 

·11.2 paid holidays per year. Montana provides its employees with 10 
paid holidays per year plus an additional one on general election years. 
Rep. Nelson further stated that infonnation received indicates that the 
cost to the state for paid holidays for approximately 20,654 state and 
county employees is approximately $1,560,000.00 plus overtim: for those 
who must work at an approximate cost of $1,580,000.00 making a total 
cost of about $3 million for a paid state holiday. 

COMMENTS FROM INTERESTED PERSONS: Tan Schneider, Executive Secretary of 
the Montana Public Employees Association, stated his organization had 
recently voted not to change any holidays. All of the holidays currently 
being observed were established prior to 1925. The only thing that has 
changed since that tine is a language change in the new constitution 
deleting that "the governor can declare holidays". He feels that if 
holidays are to be switched or a Heritage Day proclaimed, it should be 
during the SurIm:!r m:mths as winter m:mth holidays are far rrore costly. 

Rep. Fritz stated there should be a holiday on the third Monday in January 
to be observed as Martin Luther King Day and to confonn with the federal 
holiday schedule. The tradeoff would be the installation of Presidents' 
Day in Montana for Washington's and Lincoln's birthdays which he felt 
should be called Washington-Lincoln Day in Montana to conmercorate the 
American Revolution and the American Civil War. He also feels that 
Election Day should be eliminated as it takes only a few minutes for 
people to vote and not eight hours. In addition, polls are open after 
working hours as well. He stated the subcarmittee should consider the 
possibility of trading holidays for convenience. 
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Shawn Egan did not take a IX>si tion on the issues being discussed but 
wanted the subcamri.ttee members to know that there are 4,000 rrnmicipal 
employees at a daily payroll of $225,000.00. 

Rep. Sales stated he did not want to see the addition of another holiday 
at this tilre due to the costs involved. He agrees with Rep. Fritz that 
Presidents' Day should be observed in r-Dntana as Washington-Linroln Day. 

Tam Schneider emphasized that his Association was not to go on record 
as asking for an additional holiday. Switching holidays is fine. He 
also suggested making the language nore flexible particularly in the 
area of public employment, i.e. university system, etc. 

Rep. Sales suggested having an observance of Martin Luther King's birth­
day without making it a legal holiday. Rep. Fritz concurred. 

a:>MMI'ITEE DISCUSSION: Rep. Holliday made four suggestions: 1) to observe 
Martin Luther King's birthday by proclamation; 2} to have Washington­
Lincoln Day the third r-Dnday in February; 3) to establish Heritage Day 
in August and eliminate Columbus Day, and 4) to eliminate Election Day 
and observe the Friday after Thanksgiving as a legal holiday. 

Rep. Peterson expressed concern as to the impact a four-day Thanksgiving 
holiday weekend \>X)uld have on banks. She had no Objections to Rep. 
Holliday's pr0IX>sals. 

Lois Menzies, Staff Researcher for the Ccmnittee, tbJught it rould be 
recrnm:mded to the governor that Martin Luther King's birthday be o~ 
served by proclamation, but she did not think. the legislature had that 
autbJrity to require the governor to issue a proclamation. She indicated 
she would do same additional research on this issue. 

Rep. Fritz indicated he thought it would be a mistake to eliminate 
Columbus Day at this tilre, particularly with the 500th birthday of 
America caning up in the near future. 

The subcormri.ttee meeting adjourned at 11:15 a.m. without a decision in 
order to enable Lois Menzies the opportunity to check on what the impact 
\>X)uld be on state payroll and what problems would be encountered by 
banks resulting fran a four-day Thanksgiving weekend. She also is to 
check on the necessity of banks to close if a state holiday is enacted, 
and what is involved in a legislative proclamation for a day of 
observance. 
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NAME PRESENT ABSENT EXCUSED 

Rep. Nelson, Chairman 
/-

ReP. Holliday /" 

Rep. Peterson ./ 
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MONTANA 
, PUBLIC EMPLOYEES 

ASSOCIATION 

THOMAS E. SCHNEIDER - EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
PHONE (406) 442·4600 

POSITION PAPER 
Presented by Thomas E. Schneider 

Executive Director 

P. o. lOX 54100 

HELENA. MONTANA 59601 

HB ____ ~/_~_~~ ____ ~ 

Subject: HOUSE BILL 100 

The position of the Montana Public Employees Association is to 
strongly oppose House Bill 100. While its true that this bill 
would not affect any employee who currently is covered by any of 
these systems, this bill will destroy all of the worK that so 
many of us have put into maKing these retirement systems 
actuarial sound over the past 20 years. 

Presently, all of the systems mentioned in the title, with the 
exception of the Judges, will be funded within the actuarially 
accepted 40 year per· iod. In fact, some of these systems will be 
fully funded years before the PERC. By passing this bill you 
will destroy that financial security and re~uire the legislature 
to review and re-finance each of these systems. Remember, the 
funding for each of these systems includes a constant number of 
new employees coming into the system as other employees retire. 

Passage of House Bill 100 would require all future hazzardous 
duty employees to worK for 30 years for a full benefit. These 
employees must meet higher standards than the normal employee. 
If they COUldn't meet those re~uirements they would receive 
substantially reduced benefits. 

PERD doesn't provide for duty related death or disability 
benefits. Any member of these hazzardous classes who dies or is 
disabled now, as a result of the job, is eligible for benefits 
as of the f ir·st day of employment, wh ich is as it should be. 
What's going to happen to job productivity when you have two 
police officers in a shoot out and one's family is protected and 
the other's isn't. 

Once you put these employees into the PERD you cannot give them 
benefits without other members of PERD receiving them so if you 
try to protect these employees and their families the cost of 
doing it will become totally unreasonable. 

When we were going through the problems of getting all of these 
systems actuarially sound this idea was considered and dropped. 
Ther·e are simp 1 y too many job re 1 ated reasons for prov id ing 
different disability, death and retirement benefits for 
employees who put their- lives on the line every day to pass this 
leg islat ion. 

MPEA respectfully requests that you vote no on House Bill 100. 
ThanK You. 
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State Administration COMMITTEE , -------------------------------
50th LEGISLATIVE SESSION 1987 

Date ~ 13, J'1f'1 

------------------------------- --------- -- -----------------------
NAME PRESENT ABSENT EXCUSED 

Walt Sales ~ 
John Phillips V' 

Bud Carrpbell ~ 
Dorothy Cody ~ 
Duane Corrpton ~ 

Gene DeMars / 
Harry Fritz ~ 

Harriet Hayne ~ 

; 
Gay Holliday 

~ 

Loren Jenkins / 
Janet Moore ./ 
Richard Nelson ~. 

Helen O'Connell V 
Mary Lou Peterson t 

t-/ 

Paul Pistoria 
J 

Rande Roth / 
Tonia Stratford ~ 

T:imothy Whalen t./ 
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

January 13 81 _________________________ 19 ____ _ 

~ M r. Speaker: We, the committee on ________________________________________________ _ 

LaJSR mL!fl. 109 report ______________________________________________________________________ __ 

!5 do pass o be concurred in EI as amended 
o do not pass o be not concurred in o statement of intent attached 

1. T'itl~, line 5. 
Strike: "APPLY· 
Insert' ·PETITION" 

Title# lines S and &. 

Chairman 

Strik~: itA" on line 5 tbrou\lh "AuTnORIZ!~G" on l!.n(t ,. 

3. Titl~, line S. 

4. 

Folloyingt "13-15-403,· 
Strike~ "13-1'-301" through "13-1S-306" 
In~&rt: "13-16-201" 
StTik~: "13-16-307· 
Inm$rt~ "13-16-204-

Page 1, 
Strike: 
!n8~rt:~ 
Strike: 

Page 2, 
Str-ikat 
Insert.: 

lin@ 14. 
.. ~E±.!.£." t iOl2 It 
·pc-"ti'tion Jf 

·order" --
liTh'! 5. 
"appl'{- througu ·ord~r· 
"petition" 

6. Pa~e 2, lin~ 6. 
Striket "13-1S-301" 
lnaert= "13-16-20r· 

7 • Pll~f(! 2« 
Follovinqs line 6 
Strike: 'sections 2 through 5 in their entirety 
Inse~t: ·Section 2. Section 13-16-201, MeA, is amended to 

r~ad: 

"13-16-201. Conditions under wbich 
recount to be made. A rocount shall be made 
under any of the following conditions: 

(1) If 4 candidate for a county, 
1t!unicip.sl, or district office vot'!d for in 
only one county, oth~r than a lli'qislator or .a 

~·:-l/tP FL= li!lI'rll 
" ____________ reading copy ( ______ ) 

\, color 



judqe of the district court# or .a. prtlcinat 
office 14 def~ated by a ~ar71n no~ exeeedin~ 
1'4 of l' of the tot.al votes CAst or by A 
marq in no~ exeoedinq 1 Qvotes, whleb6ver i8 
9%'eater, he .etay, within S days after t.be 
official canvass, file with th& .l~etion 
administrator a v*rified r~titioft statinq he 
beliflves a r~eount vil1 change the result and. 
a recoant of t.he vote. tort.he office! or 
nomlnatia~ ~hould be bad. 

(2) If a cAndidate for a eongre$sional 
o.tfie~, a atat.e or district office voted on 
in mor$ t.hAn one colmty, t.he 10qi.slature, or 
jud~G of thta 4.1striet. court is dQfeated by a 
1~ar9!1l not. exc~~d1ft9 1/4. of 1t of the t.ot..l 
V()t.~~ east: for all cAndidates for the sall'Mit 
position, b~ may, within 5 day. after the 
official canvass, file a petitioa vith the 
tleeretary of Ittl.\te a8 aat forth in subsection 
(1). The s~creUry of state ahall 1.mla~diat.ely 
notify each olection admlnlatrator whose 
county i~eludes any precincts which votad for 
t~ a.me office by c~rtifi~d or reqi#t~r~d 
mail, and a reCOQ~t. e.b.itl.l be conducted in 
tbose precincts. 

(3) If a qu*atlon submitted to the vote 
of the peop1.. of a county, mutlieipality, or 
district within a county i~ daeided by & 
margin not exceedlnq 1/4 of 1~ ~f tb0 total 
Yotas east for aud against:. ttla quest.ion, a 
p.tit1o~ as set forth in subsection (1) ~y 
be ~11Qd witb tbe election adtdnistrator. 
This p$tition mu.t be signed by not less than 
10 el~ctors ~f the juriBdioticn and mu~t h~ 
filiP;d wlthin 5 day. after tho. official 
canvass. 

(4) If a queatloa aubmitt8d to tne vote 
of the peoplit of the atate is decided hy a 
margin not exceedinq 1/4 of l' of the total 
vo~es east for and aqainst the question, a 
petit.ion a8 sat. forth in subsection: (1) May 
be filed with the 8~cre~arv of state. This 
petition mnat be s!9ned by-not 1 ••• than 100 
~lQetors of the state, r*preaentinq at least 
five counties of the state, and mu.st be f11~(! 
within ') days after the official canvass. 
(S) If ~ question submitted to the vote of 
the p~ople of a ~ulticounty di5triet ia 
decided by a mar9in no~ ~xceeding 1/4 of 1\ 
f')f t..~6total votes eaBtfor and aaainst the 
question, a patition alll Bet:. forthdin 
suhs@ction (1) may be !11.d vith th~ 
aecretary Qf state. ~his pfttition mllSt be 
signed by not l~$G than 25 ~luetor5 of t.he 
dis1:Tlct, r"'tl!:"'5~ntinq at least two count!.", 
~n~ ~ust be filed witbin 5 da1s ~fter the 
~fficial canvas§. 



f. 

(6) Thn secretary of stato shall 
immediately notify each ~lection 
administr4t~T. hy eertifl~d mail of th& filing 
of the petition, and 4 recount shall be 
conducted in all precinct3 in each county. 

(7) !...f,. dur1mz 4 canvass. of ~lect!?!'!. 
t:.etur.n:S2 boerd ~f c.2,untI. enl1vl!!!~;-s. frn~.!....!!! 
!..rro!f as. p~ovid~d in. 1,3-~5.-~(;)), .the boar:!! 
~~~d.::2tely $t;Jall fIll! a 2!ttt.l;:~'i.!J~h.the 
eI~ction 4d~inistrator.· - "'- ... ...-

-13-16-204. ~~etlnq of r4eoa~t board when reconnt 
requested. (1) Immediately upon r~e~ivinq ftIt~!,1:,i-.,!,,,to-~ a 
~atition tor i\ rftCount. a-.~l!"e'Y~-~-1:-3-16-a-&!-fl+ or 4-
notice fro~ tb~ secretary of state that bft-~~~~~~ ~ 
2!.~iti.';)! hots b$an filed with him, !!' Jlrovift.ed i,n 13-1E-:!O~lt.. 
the ~l~ction adai!l.i.l!ltratnr shall notify th4f!: ta@!l\bers of tb~ 
county r~count board. 

(2) The board shall conv~ne at th~ u$ual aeetinq 
:place of the governin.q body without: nnano delay hut not 
la~r than 5 days a.fte-r r~c~i'V'1nq !loti+:!$ from the 
01ection aat'li.ni!Jtrator. 11 
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ROLL CALL VOTE 

State Administration co'mITTEE ------------------------------------------------
DATE BILL NO. __ ~/_~~?________ NU~BER 

NAME 
Walt Sales 
John Phillips 
Bud Campbell 
Dorothy Cody 
Duane CCiIpton 
Gene DeMars 
Harry Fritz 
Harriet Hayne 
Gay Holliday 
Loren Jenkins 
Janet Hoore 
Richard Nelson 
Helen 0 Connell 
Mary Lou Peterson 
Paul Plstorla 
Rande Roth 
Tonia Stratford 
TlIDothy Whalen 
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VISITORS' REGISTER 

STATE AI:MINISTRATION COMMITTEE ---------------------------

BILL NO. /t-1J DATE ______ ~)0_/~3~/~!_2~ __________ _ 

SPONSOR __ --=S=-...;..::~-=-_=_ ____ _ 

-----------------------------
NAME (please print) 

~ 
REPRESENTING SUPPORT OPPOSE 

x 

x 

x 

IF YOU CARE TO WRITE COMMENTS, ASK SECRETARY FOR WITNESS STATEMENT FORM 

PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WITH SECRETARY. 
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-----------------------------
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~..o:::::=== 

REPRESENTING SUPPORT OPPOSE 

)( 

IF YOU CARE TO WRITE COMMENTS, ASK SECRETARY FOR WITNESS STATEMENT FORM. 

PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WITH SECRETARY. 
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J !t~/-=:3.....l/~y~7 _____ _ 
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----------------------------- ------------------------~--------
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