MINUTES OF THE MEETING

STATE ADMINISTRATION SUBCOMMITTEE
50TH LEGISLATIVE SESSION
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

January 19, 1987

The meeting of the State Administration Subcammittee was called to order
by Chairman Nelson at 10:30 a.m. on January 19, 1987 in Room 437 of the
State Capitol. All subcammittee members were in attendance as were

same other interested visitors.

The purpose of the meeting was to try to reconcile several holiday bills
currently under consideration by the Legislature.

DISCUSSION: Rep. Holliday pointed out that Montana is one of the few
states that does not designate Martin Luther King's birthday as a legal
holiday, and she wondered what information was available on the different
ways other states commemorate this occasion. Rep. Nelson responded that
eleven states have a formal observance of Martin Luther King's birthday
by statute and eleven others have varying observances. Rep. Nelson
stated that a recent survey indicates the average state worker receives
"11.2 paid holidays per year. Montana provides its employees with 10
paid holidays per year plus an additional one on general election years.
Rep. Nelson further stated that information received indicates that the
cost to the state for paid holidays for approximately 20,654 state and
county employees is approximately $1,560,000.00 plus overtime for those
who must work at an approximate cost of $1,580,000.00 making a total
cost of about $3 million for a paid state holiday.

COMMENTS FROM INTERESTED PERSONS: Tom Schneider, Executive Secretary of
the Montana Public Employees Association, stated his organization had
recently voted not to change any holidays. All of the holidays currently
being observed were established prior to 1925. The only thing that has
changed since that time is a language change in the new constitution
deleting that "the governor can declare holidays". He feels that if
holidays are to be switched or a Heritage Day proclaimed, it should be
during the summer months as winter month holidays are far more costly.

Rep. Fritz stated there should be a holiday on the third Monday in January
to be observed as Martin Luther King Day and to conform with the federal
holiday schedule. The tradeoff would be the installation of Presidents'
Day in Montana for Washington's and Lincoln's birthdays which he felt
should be called Washington-Lincoln Day in Montana to commemorate the
American Revolution and the American Civil War. He also feels that
Election Day should be eliminated as it takes only a few minutes for
people to vote and not eight hours. In addition, polls are open after
working hours as well. He stated the subcammittee should consider the
possibility of trading holidays for convenience.
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Shawn Egan did not take a position on the issues being discussed but
wanted the subcammittee members to know that there are 4,000 municipal
employees at a daily payroll of $225,000.00.

Rep. Sales stated he did not want to see the addition of another holiday
at this time due to the costs involved. He agrees with Rep. Fritz that
Presidents' Day should be observed in Montana as Washington-Lincoln Day.

Tom Schneider emphasized that his Association was not to go on record
as asking for an additional holiday. Switching holidays is fine. He
also suggested making the language more flexible particularly in the

area of public employment, i.e. university system, etc.

Rep. Sales suggested having an observance of Martin Luther King's birth-
day without making it a legal holiday. Rep. Fritz concurred.

QOMMITTEE DISCUSSION: Rep. Holliday made four suggestions: 1) to observe
Martin Luther King's birthday by proclamation; 2) to have Washington-
Lincoln Day the third Monday in February; 3) to establish Heritage Day

in August and eliminate Columbus Day, and 4) to eliminate Election Day
and observe the Friday after Thanksgiving as a legal holiday.

Rep. Peterson expressed concern as to the impact a four-day Thanksgiving
holiday weekend would have on banks. She had no objections to Rep.
Holliday's proposals.

Lois Menzies, Staff Researcher for the Cammittee, thought it could be
recammended to the governor that Martin Luther King's birthday be ob-
served by proclamation, but she did not think the legislature had that
authority to require the governor to issue a proclamation. She indicated
she would do same additional research on this issue.

Rep. Fritz indicated he thought it would be a mistake to eliminate
Columbus Day at this time, particularly with the 500th birthday of
America coming up in the near future.

The subcommittee meeting adjourned at 11:15 a.m. without a decision in
order to enable Lois Menzies the opportunity to check on what the impact
-would be on state payroll and what problems would be encountered by
banks resulting fram a four-day Thanksgiving weekend. She also is to
check on the necessity of banks to close if a state holiday is enacted,
and what is involved in a legislative proclamation for a day of

Observance.
A Richard ’Wt Nelson, Chairman—
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THOMAS E. SCHNEIDER — ExecuTive DIRECTOR
PHONE (406) 442-4600
P. 0. BOX 5600
HELENA, MONTANA 58601

A o
pATE/3/57

POSITION PAPER HB /¢
Presented by Thomas E. Schneider
Executive Director

» PUBLIC EMPLOYEES
ASSOCIATION

Subject: HOUSE BILL 108

The position of the Montana Public Employvees Association is +to
strongly oppose House Bill 18@8. While its true +that this bill
would not affect any employee who currently is covered by any of
these systems, this bill will destroy all of the wWwork that so
many of us have put into makKing these retirement systems
actuarial sound over the past 20 vears.

Presently, all of the systems mentioned in the title, with the

exception of the Judges, will be funded within the actuarially

accepted 48 vear period. In fact, some of these systems will be

fully funded years before the PERD. By passing this bill you

will destroy that financial security and require the legislature

to review and re-finance each of these systems. Remember, the ,
/ funding for each of these systems includes a constant number of -’

new employees coming into the svystem as other employees retire.

Passage of House Bill 188 would require all <future hazzardous
duty emplovees to uorkKk for 30 vears for a full benefit. These
employees must meet higher standards than the normal employee.
If they couldn't meet those requirements they would receive
substantially reduced benefits.

PERD doesn't provide for duty related death or disability
benefits. Any member of these hazzardous classes who dies or is
disabled now, as a result of the job, is eligible for benefits
as of the first day of employment, which is as it should be.
What’'s going to happen to job productivity wuwhen you have <tuwo
police officers in a shoot out and one's family is protected and
the other's isn't.

Once you put these employees into the PERD you cannot give them -
benefits without other members of PERD receiving them so if you

try to protect these employees and their families +the cost of

doing it will become totally unreascnable.

When we were going through the problems of getting all of these
systems actuarially sound this idea was considered and dropped.
There are simply too many Jjob related reasons for providing

. different disability, death and retirement benefits for -
employees who put their lives on the line every day to pass this
legislation.

MPER respectfully requests that vyou vote no on House Bill 109.
ThankK You.
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v Mr.Speaker: We, the committee on

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT

January 13 19 27

STATE ADMINISTRATION

IOUSE BILL NO. 109

report

15 do pass

O do not pass

A
i.:y‘ PI?‘ST

!
i

ﬁ as amended
[] statement of intent attached

] be concurred in
(] be not concurred in

Chairman

Titie, line 5,

Srrike:
Insart:

YAPPLY"”
“PELITION"

Title, lines S and 6.

Strike: "AY on line 5 through “AUTHORTZING®™ on line &,
Title, line 8,

Following: *12-1%-403,*

Strike: *"13-1€6-301® through "13-15-305"
Ingare: "13-16-201"

Strike: ¥13~16~-307"

Ingert: *13-15-204%

Paga 1, line 14,

Strike: “aoplication®

Inmart:s “pevition®

Strike: “order®

Page 2, line 5,

Strike: Tapplv® through “order®

Inmert: “petition®

Page 2, line 6,

Strike: "13-16~301%

Insert: "13-16-201"

Page 2,

Pollowing: 1line §

Strike: =sections 2 through % {n their antirety

Ingere:

"Section 2. 3Section 13-16-201, MCA, iz amended to

repd:

recount to he nade.

#13-15~201. Conditions under which

A recount shall bLe nade

under any of the I2llowing conditions:

(1)

If 2 candidate for a county,

municipal, or district office votad for in
only one county, otber than a legislator or s

reading copy (_

WITE

color

)




J.

judga of the district court, or a pracinct
nffice is Adefsated by a narqgin not axceeding
1/4 of 1% of the total votes cast or by a
margin not exceeding 10 wotes, whichever is
graater, he may, within 5 dava aftor the
official canvass, file with the election
administrator a verifiad petition stating he
halisves a recount will change the result and
a racount of the votes for the office or
nomination gshould he had.

{Z) If a candidave for a congresszional
offica, a state or district office voted on
in more than one county, the legislature, or
judga of the district court is dofzated by 2
margin not axceading 174 of 1% of the total
votez cast for all candidates for the zame
position, he may, within 5 davs after the
cfficial canvagzs, file a petition with the
sacretary of state as set forth in subsection
{1} . The sacretary of stats zhall immediately
notify esach election administrator whoze
county includes any precinctsz which vwated for
tha same office by cartified or registered
mail, and a reccunt shall be conducted in
those precincts,

[{3) If a cusstion gsubmittad to the vcle
of the people of a county, municipality, or
district within a county iz dacided by &
margin not excseding 1/4 of 1% of tho total
votes cast fov and against tha guestion, a
petition as sat forxrth in subsection {1) mav
he filed with the elaction adeinistrator,
Thiz petition muast be signed by not lesa than
10 elactors of the durisdictien and must he
filed within % davs after the official
Canvass.,

(4) If a guestion submittad to the vote
of the people of the atate is decided by a
margin not exceeding 1/4 of 1% of the total
votes cast for and against the guestion, a
petition as tat fortd in subsection (1) may
be filed with the secretarv of state. This
patition maust be signed by not less than 100
slectors of the state, raprasenting at lease
five counties of the state, and must be filed
within 5 days after the official canvass,

{5) If a guestion submitted to the vote of
the paople of a multicounty distriect is
derided by a margin not exceading 1/4 of 1%
nf the total votes cast for and against the
question, a petition aa set forth in
subsaction {1} may be flled with the
secretary of state. This petition must be
signed by not less than 25 electors of the
digtrict, reopresenting at least two countien,
and mgst be filed within S dava after the
aftfirial canvass,



{6} The secretary of state shall
immediately notify each alection
administrator by certified mail of the £ilincg
of the petition, and a reccunt shall dbe
conductad in all precincts in each county,

{7} If£ during & canvass of slection
retyrns a board of county canvassars finds an
error, as nrovided in 13-15-403, the bosrd
izcediataly 3hall £ils 3 patition with the
elaction auministrator.®

Section 3. Section 13-16-204, HCA, ia amondad to-Z@aé:

*13-16-204, Meating of recount board when racount
requested. (1) Immediately opon receiving as-appliesbhien a
petition for a recount as-provided~in-i3-i6-28kti) or a
notice from the secretary of state that am-appliestian a
petition has bean filed with hia, as nrovided in 13-16-701,

the election administrator shall notify the members of the
county recount hoard,

{2} The board shall convene at the usual mesting
place of the governing body without nndue delayv but not
later than S dave after receiving notice from the
alection administrator.®
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Walt Sales

John Phillips

Bud Campbell

Dorothy Cody

Duane Compton

Gene DeMars

Harry Fritz

Harriet Hayne

Gay Holliday

Loren Jenkins

Janet Moore

Richard Nelson

Helen O'Connell

Mary Lou Peterson

Paul Pistoria

Rande Roth

Tonla Stratford
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