MINUTES OF THE MEETING
STATE ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE
MONTANA STATE SENATE

MARCH 28, 1986

The second meeting of the State Administration Committee

of the 49th Legislature, Second Special Session, was called
to order by Chairman Jack Haffey on Friday, March 28, 1986
at 9:30 a.m. in Room 331 of the State Capitol.

ROLL CALL: All members of the committee were present
with the exception of Senator Manning. Senator Mohar
arrived late. John McMaster, staff attorney, was also
present.

CONFIRMATION OF LEIF BARTON ERICKSON: Senator Haffey
explained that the purpose of the meeting was to consider
the appointment of Mr. Leif Barton Erickson as district
judge in the Eleventh Judicial District.

Mark W. Bisom, administrative assistant to the Office of
the Governor, explained to the committee how a nomination
comes to them. A Judicial Nominating Commission exists
which accepts applications from the different attorneys.
These applications are narrowed down to four names and
then submitted to the Governor. The four candidates

are then interviewed and one name is chosen and submitted
to the Senate.

Mr. Erickson is a practicing attorney from Whitefish,
Montana, partner in a law firm there, and a graduate of
the University of Montana Law School. Before moving to
Whitefish, Mr. Erickson practiced law in Helena. He

is actively involved in community affairs.

Senator Haffey stated that he had reviewed Mr. Erickson's
biography and had also made some calls regarding the same.
Mr. Erickson is well respected as a person and also as

an attorney. He is wvery involved in community affairs.
The candidate is a well rounded person and appreciated by
both sides.

One phone call to the Kalispell area resulted in the fol-
lowing comment, "he is one of the best things to happen
to the judicial system in Kalispell".
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Senator Ethel Harding of Polson stated that Mr. Erickson
is an ideal candidate.

Senator Ray Lybeck of Senate District 4 in Kalispell
spoke in support of the confirmation. He stated that the
candidate is very qualified and competent.

With no further proponents, the chairman called on the
opponents. Hearing none, the meeting was opened to a
question and answer period from the committee. There
were no questions.

MOTION: A motion was made by Senator Lynch that the
appointment of Leif Barton Erickson as district judge in
the Eleventh Judicial District, be confirmed and concurred
in.

ADJOURN: With no further business the meeting was adjourned.

Chaiyman
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March 26, 1986

The Honorable Jack Haffey, Chairman
State Administration Committee
Montana State Senate

State Capitol

Helena, Montana 59620

Dgar'Senator Haffey:

| respectfully submit the attached biographical information for
Senate confirmation of Leif Barton Erickson as District Judge of the
11th Judicial District.

Sincerely,

g 27 A

MARK W, BISOM
Administrative Assistant



Leif Barton Erickson
1435 Lakeview Lane
Whitefish, Montana 59937

Erickson is a partner in the Whitefish law firm of Fisher ¢
Erickson. A 1967 graduate of the University of Montana law school,
Erickson has been in private practice in Whitefish since 1975, Before
moving to Whitefish, he practiced law in Helena.

He is a member of the Flathead County Bar Association and the
State Bar of Montana. He is also actively involved in community
affairs, serving currently as chairman of the North Valley Hospital
Board of Directors and director of the Hockaday Center for the Arts in
Kalispell. He is a former director of the Whitefish Chamber of

Commerce.



March 26, 1986

The Honorable William J. Norman
President of the Senate

Montana State Senate

Capitol Building

Helena, Montana 59620

Dear Mr. President:

On October 19, 1985, | received the recommendations of the
Judicial Nominating Commission relative to the replacement of District
Judge James Salansky, who passed away on September 23, 1985. On
November 11, 1985, pursuant to Section 3-1-1011, MCA, | appointed Mr.
Leif Barton Erickson, 1435 Lakeview Lane, Whitefish, Montana 59937 to
fill the judicial vacancy in the 11th Judicial District.

Pursuant to section 3-1-1013, | respectfully submit for your
consideration and confirmation Mr. Leif Barton Erickson, the candidate
most highly recommended by the Commission.

Because the Senate is sitting in special session, | believe it timely
and appropriate to request the confirmation of Leif Barton Erickson.

Sincerely,

TED SCHWINDEN
Governor
cc: Senator Jack Haffey



QUESTIONNAIRE

SUBMITTED TO JUDICIAL NOMINATING CC¢MISSION NOMINEES

1. Give your full name. Give any other name by which you have
been known; and the dates and pluccs each was used.

ERICKSON - LEIF BARTON

(Last Mame) (First name) (Middle Nano)

2. State both your office and hame addresses and phone number.

P. 0. Box 238, 250 2nd Street, Whitefish, Montana 59937

(Office)

P. 0. Box 238, 1435 lakeview lane, Whitefish, Mt 59937
(lione)

862-4681 862-5469

(CEfice Phone) T (liove freae)

3. Cive the date and place of your ta:vh.

Iime : 10 1942 Helena Moncana
Month) {bay) (Year; Loy (State)
g If vou are a naturalized citizen, itlsase ¢give the date and

place of naturalizatiorn.

Taate) o T T Ptace)
. Indicate yvour marital status; if sarrieg, the nailden name of

vour wife; and the names of your children. Please indicate
the same information for all prics nurriages.

Merxied ____Carple I. Hedlund

(Marital Stacus) frrife's Malden Name)

Krigtin Jogn Erickson . ___ . . __
(Cnilbron)

leif Trenton Ericksan

{Chiluren)

I was x was not previouslv marriod.

(Former wiie's maaden e

(Children Dy [omer maitiace)
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Discuss vour cducational background and list institutions,
places, und degrees. Suiwt with jrade school. Give the
geographical lecation of ull institutions.

Ist grade - Central School - Helena, Mt.

2nd - 8th grades - Hawthorme School, Helena, M.

9th grade - Helena Junior High School, Helena, Mt.

10th - 12th grades - Helena Senior High School, Helena, Mt.

4 years - lhiversity of Montana, Missoula, Mt., BA in
Political Science and History

3 years - University of Montana Law School, Missoula, Mt.,
JD degree

Lest all courts in which vou are presently adritted to practice,
-ncluding the dates of adnissicn in each case. Give the same
infomaecion for acdainizstrative badies having special aduission
rojulranents.,

Mcntana Supreme Court -~ 1967
U. S. Federal Court - 1967

ooy activiely enmagot Tn Uhe ractice of law at the [ resent
12?1 you are connectid with iz law firm, a corpsvate law

Quilctient

‘ . Or a govermiental aconsy, please state its name
ardindicate the nature and dwation of vour relaticnchip.

I am actively engaged in the practice of law with the firm
of Fisher & Erickson, a partnership. I began as an associate
with Leo Fisher in 1975, and later we became partmers.

If in the past you haves practic @ in other lacalitics or have
oen comnected with other law fi:ns, ocorperate law departments

oo r;‘;a‘.'x:rru:'c-nml agencles, please o ive the particularss, including
tie leeations, the nioes of the (s, corporate law Jlepartnents,
o8 Seenctes and your rolar lonshyr s thereto, ki the roelevant dates.

Ileste also any j-oriai in the wasc during which vou practiced alone.

1967-1968 Clerk for the Montana Supreme Court

1963-1970 Partner in firm of Erickson & Erickson, Helena, Mr.

1970-1973 Parmer in firm of Brazier, Dowling & Erickson, Helena, Mt.

1973-1975 Associate with Tom Dowling, Helena, Mt.

1975-1985 Associate and later partner in firm of Fisher & Erickson,
Whitefish, Mt.

As hereafter noted I was a public defender in Helena in 1969, a
deputy county attomey in Helena from 1970 wntil 1975, and assistant
city attomey for Whitefish frcm 1978 to the present.

In the 1968 and 1970 legislative sessions I worked with the Legis-
lative Council draftineg bills.
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khat is the general character of vour practice? Indicate the
charactey of vour typical clients and mencion any legel
specialties which you possess. 1Y the nature of your practide
has been substantially different ut any time in the past, give
the details, including the character of such and the periods
involved. (Use separate sheet, 1t necessary.)

See Atrached Fxhibit A

(a) Do you ragularly appear in oourt? < Yes No

) What percentage of

VOUr apwesurances in the last five years
was in:

—
[
~—
rt

eceral courts? 5%
(2} state courts of reocra?  50%

(3) other courts?  45% (in City Cowrt as Assistant City
Artcrney handling all trial work)

(=) Wha: percentaje of wvour litiacation in the last five years
was:
(17 ivii? 50%
(2) crimunal?  30%
(d) What percentage of vour trials in the lart five yoars
was
(1) jary?  60%
(2) non-jury? 407
(e}

State the names and juwiicis) of fice held by ue to five
{5) judges before whom vou tave appeared the rosht curing
the last Iive (5] years.

Yonorable Robert Sykes, District Judge
Henorable James Salansky, District Judge
Honorable Michael Keedy, District Judge
Honorable Robert Holter, District Judge
Honorable Richard Maddux, City Judge
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State the names and addreosses of the adversary counsel
against whum you have litigaued your primary cases over

the last five (3) years.

Jaes D. Mcore, P. 0. Box 1198, Kalispeil, Mt., 59901

Gary G. Doran, P. 0. Box 1193, Kalispell, MI., 59901

Scott Spencer, £03 Califormia Avenue, Libby, Mt., 59923

Neil Aanrln 938 1/2 Longstaif, #1, Missoula, Mt., 559801
William E. Hileman, 204 Central Avenue, Whitefish, Mt., 59937

[ood
=

Swnririze YOUr expeclence in t prior ro the last five
If during any prior j-:ricd you appeared in court witch
xoathr frequency then detd the last five vears, indicate
rl ci curing which this was so and give for such pricr
the same duta which was rejuested i1n Question 11.

From 1969-1975 I appeared in District Court in Lewis and Clark
County, initially as a public defender for a year representing
indigent defendants and, for the remaining five years as a
depury county attormey. During the latter pericd I would esti-
mate 307% of my appearances dealt with civil matters and 707% in
criminal matters. As deputy county attornev I tried a number
of felony criminal cases, as well'as handling civil actions
associated with the office, including dependent and neglected
children, enforcement of child support, mental health commit-
ments, and so forth. I appeared primarily before Judges Corden
Bennett and Peter Meloy in the latter years.

SunTarice vour expeoionce in roereary procecdiings tefore
adiministrative Lowsds or carinlssiong | r 0or to the last five
VAars

I did some work before the Flathead County Tax Appeals Beard,
but an insignificant amount. Within the past five yvears 1
have apreared before the County and State Tax Appeals Becard
on a case which is ncw on appeal to the Montana Supreme Court
concerning valuaticn of the Whitefish Lake Golf Course.
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Have you ever been cngaved in any cocupation, business, or
profeszion other than e pracziee of law?  If so, please
give tre details, including daccs

Other than summer jobs in high schecl and college which
included irrigating, building fence, pushing boards arownd,

and fixing trails, I have had no other occupaticn, business
or professicn.

I you are new an officer or il ior of ans business crganizaticn
Or otherwise 2 of any Lusiness enterprise,
please give ¥ 1 QnLcrlegg, the
naturz of the husiness, tho t?*1n siticn, the nature of
vour dutles, and the term of youw on:wice in the event that you
are aprpeinted a2 judge.  ID it is not vouwrs intgencion to resign

such positions and ¢t up avy ofbor particiration in the managemant

any Cr Ling LCIC ¥illng TILTelorisas, vlcase =0 state, wiving

|

1. Secretary & Director for P.I1.E., Inc. which owns and operates
Pioneer Pies Restaurant £ Bakery in Missoula, Mt.

2. Secratary & Directer for T.G.1.F., Inc., an investment company
wnich owns the Palace Bar in Whicefish, Mt., which is currently
for sale.

I am willing to resign my positicn with either or both corporaticns.
Have pou ever held jwilclal ofii~-, or have vou ever becn a
candidate for such cffice? 17 o, give the details, including

(=)

the courts involved, wh
of service.

ther elocted or appointed, and the pericds

I was appointed to fill in as city judge in Helena for a few weeks
in 1568 or so while the judge was on vacatian.

liave vou ever held puslic office sther than oo jud
or have vou ever beon a candidnos Ffor such an ulrlce?
give the details, incluiing tlo- rifices involved, whether

or appointed, and the length of cour sorvics:.

}.4
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9
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I was appointed to the City-County Planning Bcard for Whitefish

around 1978, and served several years.

I was appointed to the Whitefish Beard of Adjustments for a year
around 1977.

As eariier indicated, I have served as a public defender, deputy
county attorney, and assistant city attorney, all cf which were

appointive offices.



17. Have you published any lugal ovks or articlas? T£ so,
please list them, giving the citations and dates.

NO

-1é. Li§t' any honors, prizes, awards, or cther Fforms of recoqnition
which you have reccivisl.

North Valley Hespital Board of Dirsctors -- Currently Chairman

Kiwanis Club of Whitefish -- Past President

Hockaday Center for the Arts -~ Currently a Director

Whitefish Laxe Golf Club, Ine. -- Currently Vice President

Whitefish Chapter of American Cancer Society -- Currently Vice President
* Whitefish Ccngenials -- Past President

Whitefish Chambar of Commerce ~- Former Director

C.0.P.5. -- Curently Vice President

Whitefish Winter Carmival -- Prime Minister

1. last all par asscciations anrd |rofossional sccietios of which

you are 4 meniber and give the tit!
which vou Rave hald in such grou
any committees in bar as:scciati
and mamberships on anv conmict o
particular significance (e.a.,

ard dates of anv offices
List also chalirmanships of
and professionzl societies,
Which you believe to be of
heial selection conmittee,

]
cammittee of censors, orievance cominizten) .

Montana Bar Association

Flathead County Bar Association

Formerly Chairman of the Flathead County Grievance Committee
I have worked for the Bar Examination Ccmmittee the past
three years as a grader for bar exams.

N

VCUr athiit

State briefly vei D otOwnd the law and why you
consider yourself espocially rualified o ke oa judge.

My attitude toward the law is that our society functions as well
as it does in large measure because of the rule of law rather
than of the individual. Laws provide sound rules upon which
citizens-can rely in dealing with their daily affairs. To be
effective, however, laws must be interpreted fairly, uniformly,
and without undue delay.

I suppose I feel well gqualified because of the wide range of
experience I have had in almost all aspects of the practice of
law. This has given me some good insignts not only in the
practical function of the court, but also in what people expect
from the court. The primary complaints are lack of speedy access
to the court, lack of a speedy decisioan, and a feeling that the
judge may be alcof to the problems of the citizens. Recognizing
these problems, I would strive to correct them. As you wmay have
gathered from my response to questian 18, I also feel quite
strongly that an attomey or a judge should be involved in his
or her commmnity.



Tf your name is on the list submitted bv tne Commission and if

the Governor selects vou for nomination, would you accept such

nomination?

YES

elurn Lo:

C. W. Lessphart, Jr.
Secretary

Judicial Nominating Comm.
1 N. Last Chance Gulch, #4
Halena, MT 59601

_____ 72
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have vou recuelacsiy FilG
of Montana and with i ‘
the Unitod States Gowcrmaent?

Have you ever been sund Ly g cliont?  If 30, please
glve particulars,

NO

Have ycou ever been a parry to or sond
any legal proceedirr;s; cr a witness in a
~r

ot

v involved in
grand jury

proceeding; or named S 3 co-conspirator or co-respondent?

I1f s¢, please give p

NG

ey v o .
tave you ave

fcr a breach of
court., administrative
sicnal group?

agency, bar

1,
If sc, please give particulars.

NC '

X s Ho

copy of your

X Vo3 _ Ho




EXHIBIT A
Question 10.

I am curvently engaged in the general practice of law with no
particular emphasis. Accordingly, I handle a good deal of office
work invelving real estate transactions, business contracts,
probate, and other typical “office" business. In adcditien, I
appear in cowrt cn diverce and custody, child suppert and related
matters. My current trial practice includes ccllecticns, contract
disputes, a partnership dissoluticn, contested prcbate, wage
claims, religious discrimination, and so forth.

As assistant city artorney I also currsatly handle a number of
city court cases, including trials of TUL and other traffic
related cases each vear.

My typical clients include amd have included goverrmental entities
finsncial instituticns, a newspaper, a unicn, a hospital, various

businessmen, realtors, ranchers and farmers, building contractors,
and a large clientele that does not fit into any specific category
other than they needed legal advice or assistance.

Since my practice has varied over the years, I will provide a
chronolcgical background with the areas of emphasis.

1967-1968 -- Clerk for the cntana Supreme Court for Justice Castles
and later for Justice Haswell. I alsoc worked on armotaticns for
the then new Criminal Procedure Cocde for a thres-menth period.

1968~1970 -- Partner in firm of Erickson & Erickson with general
office practice and trial work in highway condemnation cases and
represented a client in a construction dispute with the Mcntana
Highway Department. I also served as a public defender for Lewis
and Clark County for a period of one year where I tried several
felony criminal cases. I also represented the Montana Nurses

Association in a bargaining unit case inwvolving the hospital in
Libby.

1970-1975 -- Partner in firm of Brazier, Dowling and Erickson which
included general office work as well as same civil trial practice.
I served as deputy county attormey for Lewis and Clark County
during this period wheras I rried a nurber of criminal matters,
including DUIL's, deliberate homicide, arscn, theft, assault, bad
checks, and on and on.

1975-to present -- Associate and later partmer with Leo Fisher in
whitefish, Mt. Our practice is as indicared earlier.



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT
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The Governor's appointasnt of LEIF BARTON ERICK30R, of Whitefish,
Montana, as Judge of District Court, Elaventh Judisial District of
tg:'giata of Hontana, te aserve until the next succeoding general
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said appointment be concurred in and confirsed by the Senate, and
the attached resolution be adopted by thik Senate.
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Chairman.





