
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
STATE ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

MARCH 28, 1986 

The second meeting of the State Administration Committee 
of the 49th Legislature, Second Special Session, was called 
to order by Chairman Jack Haffey on Friday, March 28, 1986 
at 9:30 a.m. in Room 331 of the State Capitol. 

ROLL CALL: All members of the committee were present 
with the exception of Senator Manning. Senator Mohar 
arrived late. John McMaster, staff attorney, was also 
present. 

CONFIRMATION OF LEIF BARTON ERICKSON: Senator Haffey 
explained that the purpose of the meeting was to consider 
the appointment of Mr. Leif Barton Erickson as district 
judge in the Eleventh Judicial District. 

Mark W. Bisom, administrative assistant to the Office of 
the Governor, explained to the committee how a nomination 
comes to them. A Judicial Nominating commission exists 
which accepts applications from the different attorneys. 
These applications are narrowed down to four names and 
then submitted to the Governor. The four candidates 
are then interviewed and one name is chosen and submitted 
to the Senate. 

Mr. Erickson is a practicing attorney from Whitefish, 
Montana, partner in a law firm there, and a graduate of 
the University of Montana Law School. Before moving to 
Whitefish, Mr. Erickson practiced law in Helena. He 
is actively involved in community affairs. 

Senator Haffey stated that he had reviewed Mr. Erickson'S 
biography and had also made some calls regarding the same. 
Mr. Erickson is well respected as a person and also as 
an attorney. He is very involved in community affairs. 
The candidate is a well rounded person and appreciated by 
both sides. 

One phone call to the Kalispell area resulted in the fol
lowing comment, "he is one of the best things to happen 
to the judicial system in Kalispell". 
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Senator Ethel Harding of Polson stated that Mr. Erickson 
is an ideal candidate. 

Senator Ray Lybeck of Senate District 4 in Kalispell 
spoke in support of the confirmation. He stated that the 
candidate is very qualified and competent. 

With no further proponents, the chairman called on the 
opponents. Hearing none, the meeting was opened to a 
question and answer period from the committee. There 
were no questions. 

MOTION: A motion was made by Senator Lynch that the 
appointment of Leif Barton Erickson as district judge in 
the Eleventh Judicial District, be confirmed and concurred 
in. 

ADJOURN: With no further business the meeting was adjourned. 

Senat 
Chai 
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March 26, 1986 

The Honorable Jack Haffey, Chairman 
State Administration Committee 
Montana State Senate 
State Capitol 
Helena, Montana 59620 

Dear Senator Haffey: 

I respectfully submit the attached biographical information for 
Senate confirmation of Leif Barton Erickson as District Judge of the 
11th Judicial District. 

Sincerely, 

~~$~ 
MARK W. BISOM 
Administrative Assistant 



Leif Barton Erickson 
1435 Lakeview Lane 

Whitefish, Montana 59937 

Erickson is a partner in the Whitefish law firm of Fisher & 

Erickson. A 1967 graduate of the University of Montana law school, 

Erickson has been in private practice in Whitefish since 1975. Before 

moving to Whitefish, he practiced law in Helena. 

He is a member of the Flath~ad County Bar Association and the 

State Bar of Montana. He is also actively involved in community 

affairs, serving currently as chairman of the North Valley Hospital 

Board of Directors and director of the Hockaday Center for the Arts in 

Kalispell. He is a former director of the Whitefish Chamber of 

Commerce. 



March 26, 1986 

The Honorable William J. Norman 
President of the Senate 
Montana State Senate 
Capitol Building 
Helena, Montana 59620 

Dear Mr. President: 

On October 19, 1985, I received the recommendations of the 
Judicial Nominating Commission relative to the replacement of District 
Judge James Salansky, who passed away on September 23, 1985. On 
November 11, 1985, pursuant to Section 3-1-1011, MCA, I appointed Mr. 
Leif Barton Erickson, 1435 Lakeview Lane, Whitefish, Montana 59937 to 
fill the judicial vacancy in the 11th Judicial District. 

Pursuant to section 3-1-1013, I respectfully submit for your 
consideration and confirmation Mr. Lei f Barton Erickson, the candidate 
most highly recommended by the Commission. 

Because the Senate is sitting in special session, I believe it timely 
and appropriate to request the confirmation of Leif Barton Erickson. 

cc: Senator Jack Haffey 

Sincerely, 

TED SCHWI NDEN 
Governor 



QUE S l' ION t: ,''. I R .E: 

SUEMl'ITED 1'0 JUDICn\L NCt>UNATUC C(t\'MISSr(lJ NCMINEES 

1. Gi ve your full narr.e. Gi ve any other na":1e by which you have 
been kncwn; and the dat,-:s and pIeters each was used. 

ERIa<SCN LEIF BARTON 
(Last Name) ---(?irst Nam=) -(~t1dule Nanc) 

2. St.J.te roth your office and hane ad(;c(!sses ,-:uid Fhone nurrber. 

P. O. Box 238, 250 2nd Street, ~~tefish, tbntana 
(Of£Lcej--

P. O. Box 238,' 1435 Lakeview lane, Whitefish, ~~ 

59937 

59937 ------------------------

362-4681 
(Orfice Phone) 

(!ionf<:) 

862-5469 
-------- ITft:l1iG n:c; le) 

June. 
(!-lun L'1) 

_-U' O-'----,,-_~1-<9~ ________ Helena ___ ~Hmr:an .... ,"l~ __ 

(Day) (Ye2~) (, ': ['/) (Sc.J.te) 

',. If ~·ou are a nuturali:o:eJ cit"izcl":, ~:l-2.:.c:;o S;l.ve ::.!1e date and 
r)l.J.c:2 ef naturalization. 

(C.:!t(:) --------- _._-.. -- ---
;y Lu.c~i 

lnJicate ::'Ollr mJ.rit...'1.1 st.J.tUSi i f ;::":C!·i'~l:, the Ill1 i<len n::iInc of 
~'ollr \Vife; ar~d the r ... "'Il11eS of: year. d~i Liren. Plelse inciiCdte 
-rhe same information fo:- all [)riu;- T .. :.:ITictges. 

Married 
([vIa ri td 1 Status) 

t~i.s!:in JQail E~~S~L ______ .. ____ . - - ---.-----
\L!lil-u~cn) 

I was ~ W<1S not r)j:e\'ioL.!~: 1 ~/ !i.:UTicd. 



L. Discu~s your L'ducati(ln~ll l':"lckc;rOllnJ and Ii.s:: institutions, 
p) i.lces, <.m:.l degrees. St.u-t .... .1~.h 'J CC"1(!a schCXll. Give th~ 
gc'OC;rclphic.:ll loc:ti.on of .J11 insti lutions. 

1st Erade - Cdltral School - Helena, Ht. 
2.Tld : 8th grades - Hawthorne School, Helena, Mt. 
9th grade - Helena Junior High School, Helena, Mt. 
10th - 12th grades - Helena Senior High School, Helena, ~lt. 
4 years - lhiversity of tbntana, Hissoula, Ht" BA. in 

Political Science and History 
3 years - thiversity of ~bntana L-J.W School, Hissoula. Ht., 

JD degree 

L.se ull (;ourts in vihi:;h ~'OU an~ pcese.'1tly adn-iUed to practice, 
_~,cl.u(:il!t; the dJ.tcs of ~ld:l,issicn in each case, GiVl~ tI-;c S.J./1'e 

i !.f(.;G;~lt.ic)n :or nc.:::uni:.:trCitivc L:c-Lii.es roving special dcbussion 
lL'l~;irGrcnts . 

~bntana S~reme Court - 1967 
U, S. Federal Court - 1967 

.... .:.';".~' ~!Cl: :!C'ti\'c·ly t:rl~;d(-J\:.-(; 1:"1 t-j • ..:: ~~;"c~tiCL: 1..lf l~J.\.v..1t r:1:~! r'~Senc 
':.!,-2? Ir you .:::rre cor'J"'.L'('tl:d \.;it.i1 :l la ....... firT", a COrj ... ::l',:tt·.(· l.)w 
(j'-':,.::..~-u·ent, or a govc:crui."'nt.11 uC;'~:::.~i, pieLlse stott! j to::; n':iJ.e 
,":1'.1 inJicate the natwc an:! dl..:r~.Li.()n cf V(jill" relaticn!:hiD. . . 
I am actively engaged in the practice 
of Fisher & Erickson, a partnership. 
with L~o Fisher in 1975, and late:::- we 

of law with the finn 
I beg&Tl as an associate 
becCiIl:E pa..--tners. 

,). Ii in tht~ past yO'..l h~IVO:' l)ructi.C'. : Ln orne:- lCA:.:.lli tif:S 01- have 
r.'L'n CUIu-tCcteU ' .... ith Ot.lk:r 1;)\·: fi;~:.;, coq:Gr.:tte luw dL'r.i~-tr.i2nts 
:': (i~)'.··~rru~a:llt.l1 .1gr:l'.Cit·:i, plea~v <'!f> th,,' [xlcticul<i:~s, including 
r:.,' !.·.:ati.OI1!;, tht2 n:r',<: (,r t~ll" !;:';;;'';, C(Jn;()I-'lt(; l':M,lC:t,artnx::nts, 
0:- ,"'-:':iC;.,~'!~ a:,:! YOl::' !', L]' ~0:;;st;J:;; tJ-.t:l"(·tu·, . .uLl the! rt!!~·/.:mt dates. 
l!,jic.ll! •. 41;;;0 u:-.y j •• 'c .. 'Ai in the !)~l~;c. J',.l.!:inq ' . .;hich j'ou ;.J[·.1cticed alone. 

1967-1968 
1968-1970 
1970-1973 
1973-1975 
1975-1985 

Clerk for the t-bntana Supren:e Court '. 
Partner in finn of Eric.l<son & E:rickscn I He lena, l"!t. 
Partner in finn of Brazier, IXJwling & Erickson, Helena, Ht. 
Associate wi.th Tan I:'owlLTlg·. Helena, Ht. 
Associate cu'1d later partner in firm of Fisher & Erickson, 
whltefish, Ht. 

As hereafter noted I was a public defender in Helena in 1969, a 
deputy county attorney in Helena fran 1970 until 1975, and assistant 
city attorney for wnitefish from 1978 to the present. 

In the 1968 and 1970 legislative sessions I worked with the Legis
lath>e Comcil drafting bills. 



10. hh1t is the g0Jlcral ,::harZlcter o( your practic;.'.·;' Indicate the 
ch3ract.::-!' of :'ou::- t:,:pkal clienl~: <:1r:d r:.:oi,::..i.()n u.IlY h."-JG!l 
spcci(Jlti(~s \..;hicr. i'Ol; t,OSSt:;ss. l~' tt,,::! nature: of yeur practice 
has been substantiu 11)' different. ,1t any tim:! in t:.l-)c pas'::, give 
t.he details, includinrJ t.h,('! char<lc::cr of such cmd the periods 
involvej. (Use separate shf:ct, 1:: r:ecessary.) 

1 , 
.1-.1.. 

See Att:ac.~ed Exhibit A 

No __ --'x"'--___ y C:s ------

(1)) \'.-~~.J. t ~!"cen b:l.S·~ () f YC)ur Clr-\~ If ~.1.r.J .. nC8.s i n Li1l~ lCls ~ t=.i. Vf.: ~'ears 

'.,;as in: 

(:!J Eec:er.J.l courts? 5/0 

(2) state coucts of :":' :~:!~(i? 50% 

(3) otJ-:,.::.;:- CCU~':s':> 45% (in City Court as Assistant City 
Attorney handl ing .3.11 trial 1M:lrk) 

(.,) \\'ha', t:-erccnt.:-::'ie of ~:ollr liLi'::'d.:i.on in th,.: l:1s:: five years 
'.'.'.:1s: 

1 '~ ... - • ... '-... ~. 

ell ci.'-·~l? 50% 

(2) cri~:linal? 50% 

(2 ) Don- j m,"::'? 40% 

(e) State tn'2 nuri-CS and ju(:i.-~i:d '::l~ :icc: !~d,.1 Dy '-':':' to five 
(5) j Lrlges before-- h'hcm you L,'!'!t:: at:-F~:"C-t :~ec.: t.he f:DS t d\.:.ring 
the last five (5) :{ears. 

Honorable Robert Sykes. District Judge 
Hcnorable James Salansky, District Judge 
Honorable ~Kchael Keedy, District Judge 
Honorable Robert Holter. District Judge 
Honorable Richard Haddux, City Judge 



(fl s tl - - t:atc le n,1IT12~-: CtUl .)'_kjrl:s::'l:~; -:.,f tLe ,"hJVt.'lSa:.y co~n~:e1 

against whun you h;}I.'f.: 11 tiS,) :':l:'~: yow:- pri nH!.l' cases over 
the last five (5) yecLrs. 

James D. t-wre, P. O. Box 1198, Kalispei.1, Ht., 59901 
Gary G. Loran, P. O. Box 1193, Kalispell, HI'., 59901 
S~ott S~~ ...... cer, S03 California Avenue, Libby, t~., 59923 
Neil Halprin, 938 1/2 hrngstaif, Ill, Hi.ssoula, Ht., 59801 
William E. HilffilaL ...... , 204 Central Avenue, wnitefish, Ht., 59937 

12. (a, St~HrL.lri.ze j'(jur e;·:;-.o.:c.:'eJ1CC ir: !.~ ~11L-t p.ric)~~ (\) t!1(; l~:st. fi\,'e 
yc:ar:>. If .Jurinc; Cil:',- prior [<:c~oJ you Cl~p~arc-d in court wiw'l 
gn~.)tl~r. fre,;I.!c['.c,," ti1:,n dl;..::-i_;~.; t.::C: last rive 'lears , indicate 
the t=:-2rioJs -6:ri;,'1 \-jhich U-;j:~ ;.:;o.s so am! 9iv~ for such prior 
pe:icd::; the se:..':-,:,-' d.lt:} "'iI ie!; -,,·.'l.ci re~uestt::d in Question 11. 

rrCiLIl 1969-1975 I appeared in District Court in Levlis and Clark 
Comty, initially as a public defender for a year representing 
indigent defendants and, for the remaining f:'\ie years as a 
deput::y county attorney. During the latter period I ... .Duld esti
Irate 30% of my a?pearances dealt wi.th civil rnatters a.'1d 70% in 
crL'I!i. ...... al matters. As deputy county attorney I tried a nunber 
of felony criminal cases, as ",leU-as handling civil actions 
associated with the office, including dependent and neglected 
children, Emforcerre."1t of child support, m:::ntal health comnit
rrents, and so forth. I appeared prLLarily before Judges Gorden 
Bennett: and Peter t'~loy in the latter years . 

SU.1:T~!ri::c ~'C':"l~ 
a .. ~ l:nin is era t i v'e 

. ' 
e:·:I·'t~';'-l·-~!ce i:, .--~·.··\·:r;-:.1:1'! rcx:cc .. ,j:.nq~ .. ;~~~forc 

L>~~!.:~d~ ':)l~ C'CJ·~!:. ~;.:;ions prio!.. .. t.C) t!12 lClst five 

I did some worK before the Flathead Cv~~ty Tax Appeals Board, 
but an insignificant annunt. Within the past: five years I 
have appeared before the County and State Tax Appeals Board 
on a case which is new on appeal to the l'-!ont&'J.a Supreme ('..curt 
concerning valuation of the \·lhitefish Lake C..olf Course. 



1::. i-ia':"c ':'()!J f.:!ver i;~C'n I":l~'::'l"h:r-,d in ,:u:':' u;c.paLion, :)l.:sin('s':.;, or 
lX0C<,.:s:-:l.on oti1f.::r t.;-,,::u: Ui~ I)r,:H.;:':li:'~ of 1.:1"""':' !.f so, please 
give t.)"";.~ details, including ,j.1t('s. 

Other than stmrer jobs in Ligh sc~cc~ and college which 
includGd irrigating, buildL'1g fence, pus~ing boards around, 
rule fLxir.g trails, I have had no other occupaticn, business 
or professicn . 

. ~·f l~',-")U ,:t: e Z:~' .. ,-.. : ~·l.!l ',::':~~-i\.~(!:..· C~ of al1':' GUS! r:l:::ss crq.:mizaticn 
or othcr\·:is(~ enS.J3.0t.:c1 in t·::t.:..~ ~-':i1"'~,-,,·.~·.~l:-L~'n~: of CU'lY LL:!3inc.3s entet'?rise, 
['lease ::;i'.'e details, inclt.:di.!1g t·!·.(, narr12 of c.he enteqxise, the 
:~at\":'L! of the !:'US.i.~lCS3, 'Li;c: tit-li.' :"E 'lour [osition, U1C nature of 
~.'cfur d:J.t.ies, ?~""yj thf~ ~erm t)r y(..l~.r. s<::!:"';.~ict2! i~ U1C C:'I(-!!1t t!:.:lt you 
:~e arr:oint0'J :} jucl,_:c. ':::.- it is ;,GL ·:'ot.;;~ :!lLc:nriO!l to n:sisrn 
~)L~I..::i1 Fcsi~:.·.)ns a::~: (~;:'.' 'j!:. :l!Y~.' (·~l:"."'Ic L-~l.:-tici:',"-lt~.C)!1 in ~:..1"'t'; rrunaSt!..;.TL~nt 

~~: any cf t.il:2 rc!:"c :(;il~,j ,:·:r.:t.~rt-y:i~:·:~·~;, !..~lL.:~lSF ~~; ~::t~it(.', .;~~/ing 

r-eascns. 

1.Secreca...ry & Director for P. I. E. , Inc. which m-ns and operates 
Pionee::.:- Pies Resta1.Xant 6" Bakery ,L.'1 Hissa..tia, Ht. 

2. SeCI"2Carj &. Direcccr for T.G. I.F., Inc., a'1 investrre.."'1t CompCh"1y 
...... Ttic..~ owns the ?ala:e Bar in wl-.itefish, Nt., w!-...ich is currently 
fo::, sale. 

I am williag to resign my position with either or both corporations. 
is. ha')'(; j'()l! c'.'cr helJ. j'...::iiciul 0:=-!"~."'·, c:- hc·,,:e ':'Oli e\"e~ i'.'.?("~n n 

candici2.tc for such off.i.~(·? If~;), yi\'e t.r1C~ deta Us I including 
rJ12 court.s involve..:!, ·::heth:.'!:' t!l":::c'.:c. .. d or a.r:':n~nted, CinC! the periods 
of service. 

I was appoL'1ted to fill in as city judge in Hele.ti.a for a few y;eeks 

in 1968 or so while the judge was on vacatim. 

, 

1" li~!'I(; ·/o~.l e\'t."~ 11~::lci pl~jl :l: ()ffi.<" It.h<~l.· t:::i1~ l jUliici~l office, 
O!. .. 1-1Z!\"C ~'ou ever b(~{:r! a '--~·:::1fJ~~!:·!t.~· :-=oc sllch <.111 uffice? If so, 
<jive t:.lJl~ details, ir:,:Ll:.;inq t.!. 
or apFx::nnted, and :.hc 1c-nY'\'11 ()~: 

, ... t,C't.h~ elected 

I was appointed to t~e City-County PlanniJ."1g Beard for \'Initefish 
around 1978, and se.nred several years. 
I was appointed to the ~·fuitefish Board of Adjustments for a year 
around 1977. 
As earlier :indicated. I have served as a public defender. deputy 
county attorney, and assistant city attorney, all of 'Hhich w~re 
appointive offices. 



1-· , . Have yc·u pllblishc'd .:ur; :'~<Jal Lcd:s or a..r~ic}"s? Tf so, 
please list ti'.e.'n, gi vi:Kj tho:: ci t.lt.iors <UKl d.:ttes. 

m 

·E. List an:,' honors, tJriz.:-s, ,,\·arcb, ·)r cth8r :=c.I.,Ts:;;f recoj'niticn 
\·,hieh you havf:! reo" L'oT'] , 

rbrth Valley Hospital Board of Directors -- Currently Chairman 
Kiwanis Club of wnitefish -- Past Bresident 
Hockaday Center for the FIts -- Currently a Director 
t.Jhitefish LaKe Gclf CIUL'J, Inc, -- Currently Vice President 
i_hitefish (}-.apter of Americ3n Cancer Society -- Currently Vice President 

• ~.Jhitefish Ccn2enidls -- Past Preside:t 
h'hitefish Ok;;Ci~r of Cornrerce -- Fourer Director 
C.O.P.S. -- Currently Vice Pres:dent 
Whitefish Winter Cami':al -- Prime Hi..,ister 
:.ist <ill Cilr a3sociatiU:3 .1[.d i'·.,f~~~siondl sccieti(:s c,f .,.;hich 
you art! :'..l fTk-5l'ber ~'1d yit..·12 tL~ tit .!.t':;S a.nd dates of ill1V offices 
... ;hieh Y'JII ~,,1'.'~' h,~ld i.n !;liCh 'in,,;,',;. List .l130 chai.r;;nnships of 
.:tl1j' ccnni t tees in b..."lr as:~cci t~ t i, 1;:.-; dnd F=-·:)fe~Jsion.~l societies I 
dn..i nlUnt.c::'shirs on a·1'..' o::m:"':":t. "'." '.v11 1C:-, ':Oil b:,liel!"~ to be of. 
pdlticul.:.tr" s.!.gnifi<':Clnc'~~ (eo'!' I j':·~!icial ~'~l~..::ction CCll::ilittee, 
ccnrnittc:e 0;: cenSCTS, ~l·ie\"~"1c,· \.-y ...... :ii:U~t.C;.:~i . 

~bntana Bar Association 
Flathead County Bar Associatioo 
Fonrerly Chairman of the Flathead County Grievance C'..orrmittee 
I have worKed for the Bar ~~tion Cc1llnittee the past 
three years as a grader for bar exams. 

2~. St.lte b::-ieflj yc.ur "t~i.tL!,1,:· ca .. :,,·,.: t:18 la'N aJ;.i \'Ihy you 
consldE-t" yourself o::-:,srl\;,>i.:.dl!' \';.1; rp .. :,1l.i.:l~:d t.G t>0 a jud'Jt2. 

Hy attitude toward the latJ is that our society functions as well 
as it does in large neasure because of the rule of law rather 
than of the individual. I.c!ws provide sotnd rules upon which 
citizenS'can rely in dealing with their daily affairs. To be 
effective, however, LT.vS llUSt be interpreted fairly, uniformly, 
and without undue delay. 

I suppose I feel well qualified because of the wide range of 
e."<Peri~ce I have had in alnost all aspects of the practice of 
law. This has given Ire sone good insights not only in the 
practical function of the court, but also in wnat people e."<Pect 
from the court. TIle primary complaints are laCK of speedy access 
to the court, lack of a speedy decisi01, and a feeling that the 
judge may be aloof to the problems of the citizens. Recognizing 
these problems, I would strive to correct thern. As you may have 
gathered f~ my response to quescian 18, I also feel quite 
strongly that an attorney or a judge should be involved in his 
or her community. 



21. Tf yoU!' name is on the lis: suLmitU:~ l,y tr,,-:-- CC!lrnisSLon and if 
t.he Governor selects YOl: f()t- nC1111n<.1:.:ion, would YOll accept such 
llC'lm.na tion? 

YES 

c. W. L'~'~philrt, Jr. 
Se:::retary 
Judicial ~ominating Comm. 
1 N. La'it Chance Gulch, I/o 
IH~lena, MT 59601 



'1" ... _- 11.:1\1(: yc~u C'·:c·~- h:e..'l ~l:--'! L::, u cli·~t? 
give partic"ulil!:'s. 

NO 

If ;';0, please 

23. !!Zl\'e yet.! e'·/er Lee!"! a :_ :~rty to cr p/-.::rsor . .J l:'y ir1\,ol'.ied in 
any legal proCt:.~eJin:;::;; cr a Kimess in a gl".::md jury 
£.~roceu:iir.y; or na.'1'ed ~;S .) CC-Cc;,si)i.rat::.n- or cc-respondent? 
I: so, p lL<'lSe :-ri VI:! r:n- :~,-~,~l;].rs" 

NO 

~4. Itl"lC YOL: 2'.·~~ L'..:'::l .~:.:~ 'ip~i:·.I2....i c:- cit.:eJ fG!- a breach of 
ethics c, l:nprofessi'::':l~ ccrd..icr b':' <my court, adrainistrative 
agency, bar u3scci.3t.ici t or:--;;'ncr professionCll group? 
If sc, plE::::.:~e .:!l.ve l""tn:i::: .... ilars,, 

NO 

2:'" !i.:'lVe yO\! r,.~:Tt.::Cl:"ly ~-:~, : ~:J:; :-(:r!;;-::::; '.,·i'.:!~ t.:.(! State 
of Nontanu .:ulLl \-lith'::-' fn;-,:·::-:1.::1 ;'(·\'(.!lll'· SC·!.:"·!ice of 
the Uni t(!(: St:ltes G""·.\:·IT~ .. (:n~_:' 

x 

If !"t~·Tl,.·c;:\-::t .. ~":l .:.::",~::.J ct:n:if.i,::d copy of your 
,,-:tt,,--·~t F·-.\.:·-:~·~I L l;1(Cl:t: 'j':I;': St.::L0'~:·i:n!~? 

x -----------



EX!1";J)IT A 

Qt.:esti(l1 10. 

I am c1..lr":'ently engagea m the general practice of law ...... ith :10 

particular ~has:'s. Accordingly, I handle a good deal or office 
TMJrk involving real. estate c:rar1sa ct ions , busil'1eSS contr.?cts, 
probate, and other typi~l "of::ice" business. !.n adcii.ticn, r 
appear in ~ en div--crce and custody, cffi.ld support and related 
macters. HJ current trial practice i'1cludes cellect:'c;ns, ccntract 
disputes, a pa~rship dissolution, contested prebate, wage 
claims, religious dis~riminatian, and 50 forth. 

E~ assistan~ city aLtor~ey I also c~~1tly handle a number of 
cit.., couct cases L'1cluding trial.s of DUl and other traffic 
rel;ted cases ea~ year. 

Uv ['/pical clie..'1ts include and h-a'. . .e i11cluaea gover~;a1cal encicies, 
fif'<;ncial instit'u.ticns, a new--spaper. a unicn, a hospital, various 
busines~, rP-altors, r&lchers and falTIers, buildi:.g cGntractors, 
and a large clientele chat does not fic into any specific category 
oth2r t.~.an they need2d legal advice or assistance. 

Since my practice has varied over the years, I will provide a 
chrGr'.oicgical background ,;vith the areas of emphasis. 

1967-1968 -- ClerK for the H:ntana Sunrerne Court for Justice Castles 
and later for Jestice Hasw-ell. I also \o,ori<.ed on annotations for 
the then new Cri.llinal Procedure Code for a three-o:xJf'.r:..l) period. 

1968-1970 -- Partner in finn of Erickson & Erickson w-ith general 
office practice and trial work in highway condemation cases and 
re?resented a client in a constn.:ctic:n dispute with the Hcntana 
Highway Depart:rrent, I also served as a public defender for Lewis 
and Clark County for a period of one year wnere I tried several 
felony cri.~~l cases. I also represented the ~bntana Nurses 
Associaticn in a bargaining unit case involving the hospital in 
Libby. 

1970-1975 -- Partner in finn of Brazier, fuwling and Erickson which 
included general office wurK as well as same civil trial practice. 
r served as Ce?uty county attorney for Lewis and Clark County 
during this period where I cried a nt.JI"clJer of criminal Inatters, 
including DUI's, deliberate hcmicide, arscn, theft, assault, bad 
checks, and on a.'1d on. 

1975-to presa~t -- c\ssociate and later parcner with Leo Fisher in 
~Jhitefish, Ht. Our practice is as indicated earlier, 
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MR. PRESIDENT 

. stAYS ADlttIiSTUn_ We, your committee on .................................................................................................................................. .. 

having had under consideration ........................................................................................................ No ............... .. 

------~(---
color 

TJae GoYenorta appolat.a.a~ Or LBI1' JIlITOB UICI3OII, .r V1l1t.ft.aJl, 
..... ta .... Ju4p ot .!:atria' Coart. t l1tmaaUl ~101&1 D1atri.et. .r 
ta.. Stat. ot 1IodaDa, \0 •• ". uti1 ,be DeX' .... e41q _rat 
.leet.!oa. 

Respectfully report as follOWS: That .................................................................................................. R ................ . 

sa14 appel.taut be ... urre4 11'1 au OOIltlNOd by t:JH Seaak t .. 4 
\he. attaohe4 N&t81uUOIl .. adopted " tlda .... t •• 

1& CORCVUD III 01) COI'FIIIIID 
Chairman. 




