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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

FINANCE AND CLAIMS COMMITTEE 
MONTANA STATE SENATE 

APRIL 25, 1985 

The 27th meeting ef the Senate Finance and Claims Cemmittee was 
called to. erder en the abeve date in Reem 108 ef the State Capitel 
to. hear Heuse Bill 961. The meeting was called to. erder by 
Chairman Pat Regan. 

ROLL CALL: All members were present with the exceptien ef Senater 
Stery who. was excused. 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 961: Representative Francis Bard-
aneuve with pre fuse apelegies ef embarrassment a1: the lateness, 
etc., said this weuld be an eptien to. purchase a Russell Cellect
tien. This is a cellectien ef Russell's and ene eil painting and 
many fine letters with drawings en them. It is a private cellectien 
that we knew ef in Mentana. They have to. sell it. This will 
prebably be seld befere the 1987 Legislature meets. 

Representative Bardaneuve went into. the histery of the painting 
that was purchased frem the Hentana Club seme years age and hew the 
value ef this paintiny has increased. He said he felt that weuld 
also. happen with this cellectien. He said this bill was reduced 
to. $300,000 general fund meney and put $100,000 and $150,000 as a 
lean to. be paid back. He felt this weuld be large eneugh fer them 
to. take care of it. A great part ef this is citizen participatien. 

PROPONENTS FOR HOUSE BILL 961: 

Dr. Rebert Archibald, Directer, Mentana Histerical Seciety: Said 
ever the past 30 years we have acquired many ef the cellectiens. 
In 1950 the McKay cellectien----using a state apprepriatien and 
denatiens. The Mint cellectien was lest and a number ef years 
age the apprepriatien and selicitatien to. acquire that ene, 
"Nhen the Land Belenged to. Ged". $150,000 is a reasenable 
ameunt and I think it will be ferth ceming. In the early 50's 
the Histerical cellectien--------fer in the neighberheed ef $60,000. 
That cellectien is new werth areund $13 millien to. $15 millien. 
I think as an asset, it is a geed investment. If any art symbelizes 
Mentana and is a part ef Mentana, it is Russell's. 

Exhibit 1 was submitted which was cempesed ef a letter frem Rebert 
F. Mergan, Artist Censultant, and pictures ef the cellectien. 

Brenda Schye, Mentana Arts Advecacy, said they are in streng suppert 
ef this bill. I weuld have to. express seme cencern at the present 
time that is being set by earmarking the Cultural and Aesthetic 
grants fer the purchase ef this cellectien. I weuld hepe that 
dees net start a trend. 
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Senator Manning, Great Falls spoke as a proponents to the bill. 
He said'-Y represent Senate District 18. Ever since I was about 
(demonstrated a heighth) that high I have been viewing Charlie 
Russell art. I would hate to have this go to some other state. 
Other states are paying a lot of money for it. Let's keep him 
and his art in the state. 

Chris Christiaens, senator, said he would stand in support of 
this project with one comment. If there is a C. M. Russell 
auction, they would probably bring 2 or 3 times as much as that 
each year. I would urge your support. 

There were no further proponents, no opponents and Senator Regan 
asked if there were questions from the Committee. 

Senator Jacobson: $150,000 general fund, $150,000 Cultural and 
Aesthetic. 

Representative Bardanouve: That is \.,hat was put on in the House. 

Senator Jacobson: How do we borrow from them? 

Representative Bardanouve: You make a loan from general fund 
and it is paid back by the C and A. 

Senator Himsl: Why was this not run through the regular process? 
It is dated January 1. 

Representative Bardanouve: Day by Day, Honth by Honth, I was 
pushing' the subcommittee and members of the House. We did not 
know, we had terrible things to do to balance the budget. For 
me to bring in this bill-----I could have been highly criticized 
to do it before the budget was out. I could have been accused of 
putting art on the backs of the welfare people. We could have 
written it into HB 500, but it is an unethical way to get it in 
the bill. I don't think it was right to bring an art bill in 
when we are trying to balance and budget. The Senate says we 
have a comfortable balance and that is why I brought it in now. 

Senator Regan: Just had one appraisal on this? 

Representative Bardanouve: Three official appraisals. The man 
who had the art show a year ago, he appraised it and two other 
approved appraisals made. This is in the interim. 

Senator Regan: We got "When the Land Belonged to God". Since 
then it has-appreciated in value. It seems to me that for only 
one picture and some letters, etc., this seems very high. 
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Senator Aklestad: Firs~ a question. The donation was how much? 

Representative Bardanouve: $45,000 promised. 

Senator Aklestad: How much other to be budgeted? 

Re~esentative Bardanouve: $150,000 general fund. 

Senator Aklestad: If we want to go along with your reason for 
not putting it in until such a date. I think you should have 
seen how HB 500 was and then come in to try to fund their project 
there. You never tried to get it into one of the other bills? LRP 
where we showed ranches, barns, etc? 

Representative Bardanouve: No, I don't think it was. The Arts 
Council and I thought it was an unethical way of getting the bill 
into the appropriation committee. It puts pressure of the committee 
when it is introduced by the chariman of that cOlnmittee. 

Senator Aklestad: 
if more if it had 
I signed on bills 
happy about that. 

I respect your integrity. I would have appreciated 
come through the process. This disturbs me more. 
that take people off welfare and I was not very 

Senator Christiaens: Was this project presented to the Arts 
Council· to work it? 

Dr, Robert Archibald: I did not know about it and I did not feel 
it was proper for another state agency to pressure the funds that 
would be distributed around the state. 

Senator Christiaens: I have been a member and was told consistently 
that it was around. I was surprised when it was not there. I had 
gone to Senator Fuller at least 5 times and no one could find it. 

Representative Bardanouve: I guess the reason for that is that 
it was· in the botton of my files. 

Senator Smith: I wasn't chastising Representative Bardanouve at 
all. This is the 9th session and it is the first: time I ever saw 
something like this. If the present owners are close to bankruptcy 
they must have looked at other places to sell it. (Representative 
Bardanouve mentioned a Senator "chewing him out" for waiting so 
long to put in a bill.) 

Dr. Robert Archibald: All the members of the appraisal were 
between $482,000 and $508,000. Basically, the figure of $482,000 
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is the low appraisal. Those are the best judgements in the bus
iness at the moment. Our experience in watching the value of art, 
the more speculative art is the more likely it is to fluctuate. 
The others may fluctuate but the ones for Russell have remained 
pretty stable. 

Representative Bardanouve: The people in the Elks Club would like 
to keep the art work in Montana. 

Senator Smith: You pass if you don't collect? 

Dr. Robert Archibald: The total has to be reached. If we don't 
raise~he balance there is no deal. I have a committment from a 
private individual for $45,000. 

Senator Haffey: The $45,000 you have a committment. Add those 
together-then you come up with the rest. 

I 

Representative Bardanouve said he had nothing more to add in closing. ~ 

• Senator S~o~y: After paying $400,000 for a cOPt for the Senate 
they have been coming in with charts and handouts, and other things. 
I think we should get a percentage cut. 

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 961: MOTION by Senator Manning that 
House Blll 961 be concurred in. 

Voted and passed, 9-6. Senator Christiaens will carry the bill. 

The meeting was adjourned. 

~ 

~ 
~ 
~ 

• 

J 

Senator Pat Regan, Chairman • 
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

April 25 as ......................................................... 19 ......... . 

MR. PRESIDENT 

We, your committee on .................. ~.~~~., .. ~ ... ~.~~ ..................................................................... . 

having had under consideration ..................................................... ~~~~ ... ~~.g ... ~~ . .; ................. No ................ . 

Introduced bill reading copy ( vllite 
color 

Respectfully report as follows: That ............................................ J~Q~_.~ ... ~$r.l~ ............................. No ... ~~J· ...... . 

1JB COiJiCURREO IN _______ J ___ --

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ! •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Chairman. 
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Dr. Robert Archibald, Director 
Montana Historical Society 
Helena J Ml' 59601 

Dear Dr. Archibald, 

Sawmill Road, Montana City 
January 20, 1985 

In accordance with your request, I have finished the appraisal of the 

Charles M. Russell Collection of letters, paintings and sketches belonging 

to the Elks Lodge of Great Falls, }fontana. It is rIf3' opinion that the fair 

market value of the collection at this time is $482,650.00. 

This collection is varied in subject matter, technique and quality. This 

group of letters and art works would fill a void that exists in the collection 

of the MOntana Historical Society. My records indicate that this is the last 

ma,jor collection of illustrated. letters known to exist" There is no doubt 

that were this collection offered on the open market that it would sell readily, 

I hope thc.,t the State of Mont ana can acquire this collection. 

If I may be of further assistance please calIon me. 
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$12,500.00 
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"Hellow Sentral" undated illus. 

w/c letter C.l'!.Russell 

6 3/4" x 10 3/4" 

427-81-6 

"Friend Eill!' August 12, 1 ': 12 

illus. w/c letter/2 pgs 

C. H. Russell 10" x 8 11 

$30,000.00 
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427-81-7 

"Here I am Bill" April 7, 1912 

lllus. w/c letter & envel./2 pgs 
c. N~. Russell 6 3/8" x 10 3/8" 

427-81-8 

W,.iould You KrlOw ;<e Eillfl Feb. 10 

1905 Illus. w/c letter & envel. 

C. :Vi. Russell 311 x 5" 

$22,500.00 



427-81-12 

"As I Was", undated signed. 

yours Truly, sketch ink wash 

eMR/skull C,M.Rus~ell 8" x 10" 

427-81-13 

"As I Am Now", signed Yours 

Truly, C.N.Russell w/skull I 
ink waSh/no date C.l-I.Russell 

8" x 10" 
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"Friend Bill" j13.y 23, 1911 illus. 

w/c letter 3 pgs. C.N.Russell 

9" x 5!" 
$20,000.00 
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"Friend BUl, Pasadena,Callf." 

April 1 0 , 1920 illus, w / c card. 5 

2 ea 3~1t X 5*" 

$16,000.00 
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427-81-18 

"Don't Think I'm Crippled Billll 

April 2, 1913 illus. letter & 
envel. ink C.M.Russell 

11 i" x 8 3/4" 2 pages 

427-81-19 

"Lake McDonald, Friend Bill" 
September 14, 1918 illus.w/c/ 
letter & envel. C.M.Russell 
14~" x 8" $25,000.00 



427-81-16 

"I Have Just Returned From The 

Glacier, BiUII illus.w/c letter 

C.M.Russell 10" x 6~1I 

$25,000.00 

427-81-17 

IIFriend Bill" August 25, 1917 

illus. w/c letter & envel. 

C .M. Russell 11" x 8~1I 
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"Friend. Bill April 24, 1901 

illus. letter 3 pages & illus. 

envel. C.LRussell 7" x 4~" 
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"Friend Bill" April 4, 1914 illus 

w/c letter & envel. C.M.Russell 
8" x 10" 
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"Clark Oyerlooking the Great 

Falls II , 1906 signed CMR w/skull 

Ink C.M.Russell 5~1I x 7 3 '\11 

427-81-23 

"Entertainment Committee BPOElks 

Reply Postcard ll illus. w/c signed 

C .M. Russell w/skull 3~lIx5!" 

$12,000. JO 
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n I Rode Him" illus. w/c with 

pencil drawing on reverse side 

for Silver Dollar (&:Lr) 
C.M. Russell 14" x 1()~" 



427-81-25 

Silver Dollar Philips & Rance, 

Great Falls, Montana "The Big 

Stack Is Our Land Mark" 1908 
CMR w/skull 9" x 13~" 

$50,000.00 
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I 2;Jn sketches by C .~';.Russell, 
fhe CO~;Iboy Artist,published by 
~:. T .Rijgley "To Bill Rance froml 
e .:'l.Russell, w/skull 1899 front 
coveI"..Jith 2 ea pen &. ink illus. 




