
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
TAXATION COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

April 20, 1985 

The seventy-eighth meeting of the Senate Taxation Committee was 
called to order by Chairman Thomas E. Towe at 8:10 am in Room 
413-415 of the State Capitol. 

ROLL CALL: Senators Brown, Eck, Goodover, Hirsch, Lybeck, Mazurek, 
Neuman and Towe were present at roll call. Senator Hager arrived 
at 8:20 am, Senators McCallum and Severson at 8:30 am, and Senator 
Halligan at 8:35 am. 

CONSIDERATION OF SJR 43: Senator Towe said that this was a fo11ow
up resolution to SJR 17 which addressed centrally assessed property. 
He said that the question involved is valuation of those properties. 
He presented the committee with Exhibit 1 which shows the values 
and the taxes paid. He said that it is apparent that further study 
needs to be done. 

PROPONENTS 

None were heard. 

OPPONENTS 

None were heard. 

Questions from the committee were called for. None were asked. 

Senator Towe closed without comment. 

MOTION: Senator Neuman moved that SJR 43 do pass. Question was 
called and the motion carried unanimously. 

CONSIDERATION OF HB 198: 

MOTION: Senator Mazurek moved that HB 198 be concurred in. 

Senator Goodover said he felt the 5 percent increase could be 
circumvented. 

Senator Eck said it was important to counties with no growing 
taxable base. Senator Towe agreed saying that the 5 percent 
flexibility makes sense. 

MOTION: Senator Mazurek moved that HB 198 be amended on page 5, 
line 25 be striking "0" and inserting "5". The motion carried 
unanimously. 

MOTION: Seantor Mazurek moved that HB 198 be concurred in as 
amended. The motion carried unanimously. Senator Brown volUn
teered to carry the bill. 

CONSIDERATION OF HB 410: The committee first addressed the need 
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to strike the coordination instruction. 

MOTION: Senator Mazurek moved that HB 410 be amended by deleting 
Section 3 and renumbering appropriately. 

QUestion was called and the motion carried unanimously. 

MOTION: Senator Goodover moved that HB 410 be concurred in as 
amended. 

Senator Towe said that he was concerned that the percentage rate 
should be at 12.8 percent rather than at 12 percent. 

In response to a question by Senator Eck, Senator Towe said that 
HB 240 was originally a carbon copy of SB 48 leaving commercial 
and industrial properties coupled. He said it now still leaves 
them together and pulls out all the "toys" into a different classi
fication. He said nothing is left but commercial property and furni
ture and fixtures are the same. He said coal ore haulers and mining 
properties are also the same. He said that railroads and other 
protected properties are under the formula which works with a weight
ed average and that the figure for railroad taxation comes out lower. 
"M" in the formula is the adjustment figure. He said the deflater 
brings the railroad property down to commercial property. He said 
the whole issue will surface again next session, but there is pro
vision to get around the 34 percent cases by saying that comparable 
property has like use. 

Senator Eck said that she felt the impact to local governments 
would be unacceptable. 

MOTION: Senator Eck moved that on page 2, line 3 HB 410 be amended 
by striking "12" and inserting "12.8". 

Question was called. Senators Brown, Goodover, Hager, Mazurek, 
McCallum and Severson voted no. Senators Eck, Halligan, Hirsch, 
Lybeck, Neuman and Towe voted yes. The motion failed. 

Question was called on the original motion. Senators Halligan, 
Eck and Neuman voted no. All other members voted yes. The motion 
carried. 

Chairman Towe adjourned the meeting. 

~~ ,,-~ . \0 
tr4~fM { {i>~! 

Chairman 



ROLL CALL 

SENATE TAXATION COWlITTEE 

49th Legislative Session -- 1985 

Date q,4 do, Irgj %.\() 
Location -- Room 413-415 

J'Iame Present Absent Excused 

~enator Brown t/' 

~enator Eck ~ 

~enator Goodover V 

Senator Hager i- 1'tJ 'f; 

Senator Halligan t··~5 
Senator Hirsch t/ 

Senator Lyoeck V 

Senator Hazurek V 

Senator McCallum ~Hn \ ()'.J 

3enator l~eurnan / 

Senator Severson ~~\ 
p •• 'l v 

Senator Towe ~/ 
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ROLL CALL VOTE 

SBJ.~ATE TAXATIO.:~ COMHITTEl:: 
49 th Legislative Session -- 1985 

Time ------- Date (ipi£./ ;0 75 Room 413-41.') 

;&;- ~,X e» ,/ 
If).. '-IL ~C, . Hotion: 

tf;:6 1-/0 

Name Yes ao Excused 

Senator Brown v 
,/ 

Senator Eck / 

1/ 

Senator Gooduver ~/ 
~ 

Senator Hager / v 

Senator Halligan ~ 

, 

l/ 

Senator Hirsch ~/ 

Senator Lybeck / 

t/ 

Senator Hazurek V 
Senator HcCallum 

1/ 
Senator l~eur,lan i-/ 

Senator Severson V 
, 

Senator Towe L/ 



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

April 20. 85 ......................................................... 19 ......... . 

MR. PRESIDENT 

We, your committee on ............................................. ~~.~~~ ...................................................... : ............ . 

having had under consideration ....................................... ~~.~~ .. ~~~~ .. ~~~.~~~~ ......... No ..... ~.~ ...... . 

___ f_ir_ttt--'--__ reading copy ( "h1u) 
color 

ftUDy or CBHTDLLY ASSltSSBO PltOPBl.fl ax ~ OVtmSIGR'l' 
COMtttT'lU. 

Respectfully report as follows: That ................................. $AA .. ~ ... ~9.~~1; .. ~ ... qJ.~~.~~ ......... No ....... ~ ...... . 

DO PASS 

Chairman. 



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

............................ ~~~~.~ .. ~~~ ....... : 19 .. ~.~ .. . 

", MR. PRESIDENT 

. 't4Jtat.!on 
We, your committee on ................................................................................................................................... . 

having had under consideration ...................................... ~~~.~ .. ~~~.~ .......................................... No .. ~~~ ....... . 
___ th_ir_d ___ reading copy ( blue 

(Sena.tor If&:Uftk) 
color 

RBOOCIW TD TA.rlA.lJt& PB1lCEWfA<m RAft APPLIED TO CEaTAXli CLASS 11. 
PROPJaft. 

House B~ll 410 Respectfully report as follows: That .................................................................................................. No ................ . 

he blended as follows I 

1. PAqa 2* lines 12 tbrouqh 19. 
Str1kol Section 3 iA ita en~irQty 
ilenWilber. subsequent .section 

Am) ASA~troED 
.B2 coacu~ nt 

Chairman. 



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

April 20. as ......................................................... 19 ......... . 

MR. PRESIDENT 

q We, your committee on ............................................. ~~.~:~~~ ................................................................... . 

having had under consideration ....................................... ~~~ .. ~;.~ ......................................... No ... ~~.~ ...... . 

___ th_ir--,--d ___ reading copy ( blue 
color 

(Senator Brown) 

ALLOWI~JG ~., l1fCl'tBASR Iff 'l"AXAaLS VALUB ;01 CLt\SS 3 OR. " RBAPPRAISAL. 

- ~oase 8ill 1'8 Respectfully report as follows: That .................................................................................................. No ................ . 

1. Pag_ S. line 25. 
J"olloviD9I -to· 
Strikes ·0'--
Insart.s -5'-

AilID AS ~DEu 
In; t.--ofiCURlUID IU 

Chairman. 




