
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

March 28, 1985 

The twenty-eighth meeting of the Local Government Committee was 
called to order at 12:30 p.m. on March 28, 1985 by Chairman Dave 
Fuller in Room 405 of the Capitol Building. 

ROLL CALL: All members were present. 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 683: Representative Mary Ellen 
Connelly, District #8, is the sponsor of this bill. The bill 
was introduced to authorize a county governing body to enact 
ordinances for the enforcement of county park board rulesi to 
allow the county governing body to authorize a county park board 
to employ a county park wardeni and to provide that such a warden 
is not a peace officer. 

PROPONENTS 

There were no proponents to HB 683. 

OPPONENTS 

There were no opponents to HB 683. 

Chairman Fuller opened the hearing for Committee questions. 

Senator McCallum asked if they were able to hire wardens now. 
Representative Connelly said they were able to, but the wardens 
cannot issue citations. 

Senator FUller said he had spoken with the Helena sheriff and 
his concern was liability in the case of something like crowd 
control. .Representative Connelly said in that case, they would 
call the sheriff anyway. 

Senator Fuller asked Representative Connelly what the specific 
problem in the parks is. Representative Connelly said often 
when they call the sheriff's office, by the time they arrive 
the vandals have already gone. 

The hearing was closed on HB 683. 

ACTION TAKEN ON HB 683: Senator Crippen moved that HB 683 
BE CONCURRED IN. The motion passed unanimously. Senator 
Brown will carry the bill. 
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CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 687: Representative Harry Fritz, 
District #56, is the sponsor of this bill. The bill was 
introduced to allow the adoption of schedules for the retention 
of finance-related records of counties and municipalities 
rather than requiring retention for specific time periods, 
and requiring Department of Commerce approval of such schedules. 
A fact sheet was submitted on the bill and is attached as Exhibit 
A to these minutes. 

PROPONENTS 

James Dopp, Records Manager for Missoula County, spoke in favor 
of the bill. His written testimony is attached as Exhibit B 
to these minutes. 

Mike Stephen, representing the Montana Clerk and Recorders 
Association, stated his support of the bill. 

Bill Verwolf, representing the City of Helena and the Montana 
Municipal Clerks, Treasurers, and Finance Officers Association, 
stated his support of the bill. 

Alec Hansen, representing the Montana League of Cities and 
Towns, stated his support of the bill. 

OPPONENTS 

There were no opponents to HB 687. 

Chairman Fuller opened the hearing for Committee questions. 
There were no questions from the Committee regarding HB 687. 

The hearing was closed on HB 687. 

ACTION TAKEN ON HOUSE BILL 687: Senator Story moved that 
HB 687 BE CONCURRED IN. The motion passed unanimously. 
Senator Story will carry the bill. 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 813: Representative Ted Schye, 
District #18, is the sponsor of this bill. The bill was 
introduced at the request of the House Local Government 
Committee. The purpose of the bill is to allow city councils 
to set the date for the monthly report by the clerk on 
expenditures, liabilities, and appropriations. 

PROPONENTS 

Bill Verwolf, representing the City of Helena and the Montana 
Municipal Clerks, Treasurers, and Finance Officers Association, 
stated his support of the bill. 
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Alec Hansen, representing the Montana League of Cities and 
Towns, stated his support of the bill. 

OPPONENTS 

There were no opponents to HB 813. 

Chairman Fuller opened the hearing for Committee questions. 
There were no questions from the Committee regarding HB 813. 

The hearing was closed on HB 813. 

ACTION TAKEN ON HOUSE BILL 813: Senator McCallum moved that 
HB 813 BE CONCURRED IN. The motion passed unanimously. 
Senator McCallum will carry the bill. 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 818: Representative John Patterson, 
District #97, is the sponsor of this bill. The bill was 
introduced at the request of the House Local Government Committee. 
The purpose of the bill is to authorize a county to contribute 
money from ~he mill levy for the support of public 
museums not owned by the county. 

PROPONENTS 

Brenda Schye, representing the Montana Arts Advocacy, stated 
her support of the bill. 

Bill Pratt, representing the Montana Arts Council, stated his 
support of the bill. 

OPPONENTS 

There were no opponents to the bill. 

Chairman Fuller expressed concern that the bill would not 
enable counties to contribute to private non-profit museums. 
Representative Patterson said if the museum is on publicly 
owned property, he believes it would still qualify. He said 
they could also contribute to an organization such as the 
senior citizens and they could in turn contribute to the muselli~. 

The hearing was closed on HB 818. 

ACTION TAKEN ON HOUSE BILL 818: Senator Eck moved that HB 818 
BE CONCURRED IN. The motion passed with Senators McCallum and 
Hirsch voting no. 
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CONSIDERATION ON HOUSE BILL 883: Representative Mike Kadas, 
District #55, is the sponsor of this bill. The bill was 
introduced to define purposes for which a county may incur 
indebtedness, and provide that a debt for more than $150,000 
must be submitted for a vote of the electors. 

PROPONENTS 

There were no proponents to HB 883. 

OPPONENTS 

There were no opponents to HB 883. 

Chairman Fuller opened the hearing for Committee questions. 

Senator McCallum expressed concern that the bill does not 
specify how many times a loan may be obtained. 

Senator Mohar said a section should be included to read that 
loans would only be obtained to meet county expenses if they 
run short before tax revenues are received. Representative 
Kadas stated that it was already taken care of in another section 
of the law. Karen Renne said it would still be a good idea to 
put it in the bill as one of the listed items. 

Senator Fuller asked Greg Jackson what problems he had faced 
at Lewis and Clark County in needing emergency loans. Mr. 
Jackson said that obtaining loans in emergency situations was 
not cost effective. He said they normally passed resolutions 
or held hearings for emergency funds. 

Senator Pinsoneault suggested a limit such as "four times a 
year" be put in the bill. 

The hearing was closed on HB 883. 

ACTION TAKEN ON HOUSE BILL 883: Senator McCallum moved that 
HB 883 BE NOT CONCURRED IN. 

Senator Eck made a substitute motion to adopt the proposed 
amendment to the bill. It is attached as Exhibit C to these 
minutes. The motion passed unanimously. 

Senator Eck moved that HB 883 as amended BE CONCURRED IN. The 
motion failed with Senators Mohar, Eck, Regan, and Pinsoneault 
voting yes and Senators Harding, Hirsch, Crippen, McCallum, 
Story, and Fuller voting no. 

Senator McCallum's original motion that the bill BE NOT CONCURRED 
IN passed with the above vote reversed. Senator Fuller will 
carry the Adverse Committee Report. 
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ACTION TAKEN ON HOUSE BILL 673: Senator Mohar moved that 
HB 673 as amended BE CONCURRED IN. The motion passed with 
Senators Fuller, Harding, Eck, Mohar, Regan, Pinsoneault, 
and Crippen voting yes and Senators McCallum, Hirsch, and 
Story voting no. Senator Hohar will carry the bill. 

ACTION TAKEN ON HOUSE BILL 791: Senator Story explained 
his proposed amendments to the bill. They are attached as 
Exhibit D to these minutes. 

Senators Mohar and Harding expressed concern that the copy of 
the determination of the review be reflected on the certificate 
of surveyor deed of conveyance. Karen Renne will put this 
language in the proposed amendments. 

Senator Story moved that the proposed amendments be adopted. 
The motion passed unanimously. 

Senator Mohar expressed concern with the additional burden 
that would be put on counties. Senator Harding said it would 
not be as much of a burden as they have in reviewing plats 
under twenty acres. 

Senator Harding moved that HB 791 as amended BE CONCURRED IN. 
The motion passed with Senators Mohar and Crippen voting no. 
Senator Harding will carry the bill. 

ACTION TAKEN ON HOUSE BILL 736: Senator Hirsch moved that 
HB 736 BE NOT CONCURRED IN. 

Senator Eck spoke against the motion, saying she feels the 
bill gives counties a lot of flexibility. 

Senator Hirsch's motion passed with Senators Mohar, Story, Crippen, 
McCallum, Hirsch, and Harding voting yes and Senators Regan, 
Eck, and Fuller voting no. Senator Crippen will carry the 
Adverse Committee Report. 

ACTION TAKEN ON HOUSE BILL 612: Senator Regan moved that HB 612 
BE TABLED. The motion passed unanimously. 

ACTION TAKEN ON HOUSE BILL 885: Senator Mohar moved that 
HB 885 be amended to reduce the figure of "one half" to 
"one third." The motion passed unanimously. 

Senator Crippen moved that Section 42 of the bill be stricken. 
The motion passed with Senator Eck voting no. 

Senator Crippen moved that Subsection (e) on Page 12 be 
stricken to coordinate with striking Section 42. The motion 
passed unanimously. 
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The amendments to 
minutes. Senator 
BE CONCURRED IN. 
Fuller will carry 

HB 885 are attached as Exhibit E to these 
Crippen moved that HB 885 as amended 
The motion passed unanimously. Senator 
the bill. 

The meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m. 

Senator Dave F 
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ROLL CALL 

LOCAL GOVER:mENT COMMITTEE 

49th 
~ LEGISLATIVE SESSION -- 1985 

ABSENT EXCUSED 

Senator Eck, Dorothy 

Senator Harding, Ethel I 
/ 

Senator Hirsch, Les / 
Senator McCallum, George / 
Senator Mohar, John (V.Chair) 

Senator Pinsoneault, Dick I 

Senator Regan, Pat / 
Senator Story, Pete I 
Senator Fuller, Dave (Chair) / 

Each day attach to minutes. 
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......................................................... 19 ......... . 

MR. PRESIDENT 

LOCAL C:OV.E~ . 
We, your committee on ................................................................................................................................... . 

having had under consideration ........................................... ~~~~~ .. ~~ ..................................... NO ..... ~!.~ .... ,. 
'1'HXlU) m.tm _______ reading copy ( ___ _ 

color 

HOU!rn. nILL &71 Respectfully report as follows: That .................................................................................................. No ................ . 

be amended as followst 

1.. Titl., linea I ud ,. 
Followinq: II SUIT.: ~~ on li.ne g 
Strtte t r ... .lader of 11.."1e a ~~h »~:BI~PA-rq!-M; ~ 

on. line' 

2. Pa9$ 1_ lin .. llane! 19. 
Followin9 a ll'eleef:ftu'" on line l' 
Strike. reaai.nder of line 1t throuqh "WORltDfG1l> on line 19 
tn.art!: -':he QOY6rninq b~"y JIUl"f <!it:ect. -ti.'iitA suit be 

brouqht in district court by t:he local. c;;overnaent: 
to det.ralne whether the proposed actioa would 
be valid and constitutional, but such a su1~ llQat 
be 1nlt1ate4 within 1.· 

3. Paqe 1, linea 20 throuqh 2(. 
l'ollcwi1\4} I -7-5-1'34 e Oft lilVJl 20 
SU'ik.~ remafnd(;r ''Of lin", 26 thrOuqh ~con.tltut:.ional ~ 

on line' 24 

4. Pa'ge 2t line G. 
Follovi::q: cdefendant the'" 
Strike: -n·.dnder of line' 

Chairman. 
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s. Page 2# lin.a 8 and t. 

.............. ~~ .. ~.~ ........................ 19 ..... ~.~ 

Followlnq: /It~~.!q on line 9 
Strike! reiDil!nde.r of lino 8 tbrouqh lJ A.,'DFLl:CATm'21t on line , .. II __ 

6. Pa~e 2, line 15 .. 
Pollowinq: -AS TO WSlt'r!-tE.a'" 
Strike: . remaInder· ofl!M 15 

7. Pa~e 2, lina 17. 
Follovinqt line 16 
Insert.: It (4) If the duelldant prevalls, he is entitled to be 

niaburaed by "the 10aa1 gOVQrm£\eftt for cost.s and 
reasonable attorney'. fee. IDCUrred.~ 

Renumber t sub.eeqaent section 

"&&~ID AS M!E}ID},!O ---

........................................................................ 
Senator DAft i'1Jllor, ChairYJall 
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MR. PRESIDENT 

. LOCAl. GOWB.NKB%I'r 
We, your committee on ................................................................................................................................... . 

having had under consideration ................. ~~.t?~~ .. ~~ ............................................................... No ... ~~.~ ...... . 
llLUB 

mx~ DDK _______ reading copy ( 
color 

COtLi'ZY lJAIUt BOARD - COURT!' 0JtD"DiAUCZ roR ~ nU'OftCBME1-l'l' 
Aim PJUUC: WARDD 

amus BILL 633 
Respectfully report as follows: That .................................................................................................. No ................ . 

X~S 

X~S 

. ·S.rultol:-· N't/cit"· :"till~r""""""""""""""""""" 
Chairman. 
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......................................................... 19 ......... . 

MR. PRESIDENT 

LOCAl. 00'h1lN~ 
"---We, your committee on ................................................................................................................................... . 

-HOUSE DILL r,g7 
having had under consideration ........................................................................................................ No ................ . 

_______ reading copy ( _--"-__ 

(S'fOax WILL CUR'l) color 

€37 
Respectfully report as follows: That .................................................................................................. No ................ . 

) 



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

......................................................... 19 ......... . 

MR. PRESIDENT 

t.OCAL~ 
We, your committee on ................................................................................................................................... . 

ll00SJ; BILL 736 
having had under consideration ........................................................................................................ No ................ . 

_______ reading copy ( ___ _ 
color 

noon BILL 716 
Respectfully report as follows: That .................................................................................................. No ................ , 

) 
... Senator·· nave·· ·tidiei"·················· Ch~·i~~~~:···· 
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MR. PRESIDENT 

LOCAL GOV8~ 
We, your committee on ................................................................................................................................... . 

having had under consideration ....................... ~~ .. ~~ ..................................... _ .................. No .... 7~.~ ..... . 
__ ?_8_· .IlU) _______ reading copy ( _Is.t.t.l1t __ '_' __ 

color 

1~1 

Respectfully report as follows: That .................................................................................................. No ................ . 

1. ?aq@ 6, line 10. 
Pollo..,::..nq l I~ (2) ~ 
1;,E.;eEtl ~,. {~} -;;--

_.. P~lqft iiI' litH:" lZ .. 
Fo.ll\")winq: "'sh.,ll '" 
Strike: ";:;n:>t.)r:;v;-; <;:c-~dit.lonall'r ,;lDp:t'QVI$ .. c.r di:1uPDrov3' 

~~~.-.-~ .. --~- ... --.. ""'" .. .."... .... <~.--,~-.-... ------~ .. ..-~--,.,~.~-. 
. ~..,~<l!):rt! "rav1~\lJ·' 

3 ~ ?ilq~ 6, li!".0 14. 
~cll~lwi,c:q ~ ~fc:~ 

;3trik~t 

~nu~rt: 

s~ Page Gt lin~ 11~ 
F~llcwing: ~p:~yid~d~~ 
rr.~rt l "'Th1:~ T;7!view $h.all provide f!!.it.btn:!:" 

{ii -;;.h~t t.h~ i.!CC~~;'l and "E:~Ji.l~u·~a."'"·nts :srra $uitahle inr t.he 
?ur!>vs~~ Qf prov id1;~q ttppI"oprint.(J ~er·"ic~~ to th~ lAftch Ot"" 

(i1.1 tho.tt t.Il.;: ,~CCil'.!!:Il ,-;md ~tUlti~~nt.~ 3).::'",", not suit~bl.iS !'or 
th~ :?u::~tt(~$ or ?I*cvi-dinq ,;a~?ropt"iatll s~rvicea to tttG luna .. 
i~l. ."ni~h case t.h~ cQ~nt:y f ~h~ 5t!heol dl~tr ict or dl~tr i..::-c:;, 
ar-A ::>t.her autn-t)ri tJ..~$ flF;*t! di~tr.ict.$ 1':i 'IliIhicn t.he land 11,). 
lc.cat.~d )fill t)ot;. previd(} ~~rviclis th,at involv~ U$~ ~')t ~~le 

U!1.,svitdo.ln ,acoeUi\S and ~3.~f!','J!!.~nt.~. Sud). ~H!'!"vict;,:l'1 .i;lel.udt~ .. 
tA) !ire ~ro~Qctlon: 
HH ~ehoo.l bU$Sl.n~; 
{C) ""lfltbUl~l:1ce"l 
(D) :hlOW :r('r~~v~11 ~ .. ~nd 
(S) !at1.U.~u: ~brvt'':i''tt ,,).f; det.~r:!tl.n'.!J by th~ gov,~rnL1; 

(C)bt.ltt1iBC1l······························································· . 
Chairman. 
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1lB 791 

............... ~ .. ~~ ........................ 19 .. ~~ ... . 

\ ))) 'rhO' goverrn .. fiq bOOl shi!lll de Ii y.* r a copy <;).( to!;€. 
det:~n\ination ot tbe r~vil1'w tQ t.htt county el~rk and recorder 
t,q n. r~tlt}ct~ on tticl; ~ortl.fic11it@ of SQrY6~" f"~r d~ed (.)1 
!:1.:;Hlvey,r,mce of the l~tld that V.:!fJ <'i1ubjact to: r~vi~ •• 

(c) The 9~v~rninq .b~y ~y I upon -qpplication by .l. 

ldondovne,r, r~d.et~rt:.line ~ tsuit-ability ot ,iUZC~SS ~n.d 
<lM ~.t¥.ilf.!.!'H_S.. r: t:he yov.,.,,-rn1!tq body d~tel"'f:iiI!l',!$ tMt the:re haa 
~a."l Zl taat.eri.i\l Chl!ng<! r~f3ardin9 access or ~~iUJ.e.ments &rtdth~ 
,-:h;:::n<.!*.Z pr~,.vid~l\ £el." (;iu.l,tabl.~ aet:~~$ lind ~a ~aau!!nts t""r 
:'!.e..rvi.e~s., it. ~y det.ermine t.nnt $,uca la?1d ! .. ~ .n~v ~uita~l'i$ .a~ 
~;~U'ti4€$d in. ~uh~~ct.1.on (.;:) (.it) H.i and ~h.;all d~li"";f$r a c<tp~t ot 
"J.uch d~t~.r:.";!ti?lati.~':mto tntlZ C'o.u!'!t.~! -cl~rk ;:M rttc .. ),rd*"r' 't,) ~ 
t'"~!l~~t.*'ld on. t.,hQ e~rt.ii.i.Ctlt.~l <:;if ;:;urvr.-/ 1-'1:' ;it!hltd. of 
r;(,~:l V'~·1 &r~ce. 

{d}'· 

ANi)AS~ •• I. po 

BZ~lN ---- ,- . 

":Se:laUIr'"DaVe' :PaUari' "Chaimaa··········· 
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

......................................................... 19 ......... . 

MR. PRESIDENT 

LOCALGOW~ 
We, your committee on ................................................................................................................................... . 

noUSE .nXltL 313 
having had under consideration ........................................................................................................ No ................ . 

11IXBD BLUE _______ reading copy ( ___ _ 
color 

BOOSS BILL $J13 
Respectfully report as follows: That .................................................................................................. No ................ . 

.. SQ&tor· ·Nye·· lI"Ul·'· er····································· 
- Chairman. 



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

m:Rcn 29 9'5 
......................................................... 19 ......... . 

) MR. PRESIDENT 

LOCl\L OOvmt'lMmft' 
We, your committee on ................................................................................................................................... . 

HOUSt; SILL ~19 
having had under consideration ........................................................................................................ No ................ . 

TlUnD BLU'"X ________ reading copy ( ___ _ 

(SEHC:STOa WILL. CADY) color 

BOUSE DILL 319 Respectfully report as follows: That ..................................................................... : ............................ No ................ . 

···s~n.afor··b·.av(ij··tnilar···················Ch~;~~~~:· ... 
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

~ARCI! 29 tl5 
......................................................... 19 .......... 

MR. PRESIDENT 

. LOCAL C<l'Bmmmn 
We, your committee on ................................................................................................................................... . 

having had under consideration ........... ~~~ ... ~.~~ ..................................................................... NO .... ~~.~ ..... . 

__ T_!l_I_lUl_' ____ reading copy ( _BL_UE_"",_' _ 

(?OLr.E2 WILL Cl\ltltY) color 

l:XPA.'roniG COtmn AUTHORITY TO CON1'RAC'r I!.tDnSTEO~..sS FOR 
~At'N' PUltPOSES 

gOUSE SILL nSJ 
Respectfully report as follows: That .................................................................................................. No ................ . 

be amended aa follow.~ 

1. Paqe 1, line 17. 
Fcllowinq; e1E2~a 
Strike ~ resainur of line 17 

BE ~ZO': CONCOIDmO IU ------.--

~,~ 

~J~ 

.. ':""'et1ator' 'naYe" T\lll'~r"""""""""""""""""'" ~ Chairman. 
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

......................................................... 19 .......... 

MR. PRESIDENT 

_ LOCAL~ 
We, your committee on ................................................................................................................................... . 

having had under consideration ....................... ~~~~ ... ~~ ................................. : ....................... No .... ~.~? .... . 
TBXRO SLUE ________ reading copy ( ___ _ 

(POL, ,RR WILL CAlUtY) color 

GrmEllAt. ImVl.Slo.., OP Rl.l1UU .. SPECIAL A.~O SPECIAL nmRO~-n' 
!lIS'ntIC':S 

sss 
Respectfully report as follows: That .................................................................................................. No ................ . 

be amended as follows: 

1. Paqa 12,. lines l' -throuq-h 2:1. 
Strike: subsection ee) in it. entirety 

2. Paqe lS, linea 17 and l~. 
F'ollowinqt -published" on I1nlJlt 11 
Strikel remainder of line 17 throuqh ~1!!ad.ft in line lS 
In Sftrt,, "'u provided in {Senate Sill He. 13!J. seetion 1]'" 

3.. Paqe 16, las 4 .. 
Pol1ow1n9'1 ~5~ 

Strikes "'10' 
Inserte ·S~ 

4. Page 1G, line S. 
l"ollovin(], line 4 
Insert; ! .. gecond os 

Pol lowing _~ "publicatloa~ 
Strilte: " and'" 
Insert: "orlcs. than. 16 days aftar t!H!'" 

5. Paqe 24 r line 11. 
Followinq: D ~~ire-~" 
In86rt l "" aft.ar one-third of the t.erm for ~h ich they 

were issued baa egpir~d~ 

Chairman. 
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6. Paqe lO, line 19. 
~ollowin9~ ~(a)~ 
Strike: ·one-nalf
lnse.rt:= Dono-third" 

MARCn ~s ss 
......................................................... 19 ......... . 

1. Paqe 48, line 21, through 11=e 2, paqe 49. 
Strike: section.2 in its afttiret:y 
Zle.nW!l.ber! .tlbsc~ent sections 

3. Page 61. lin. i. 
Followin9l ~~~!-:_S!e~'~ 
Insert ~ '" aftar one-third of the tar_ f~r which they w~re 

issued has e~ .. pira.d~ 

9. PAtJiI 'Of line 9. 
Followin9; V{a)'" 
Strike; -one-half'" 
In,sert: ·onG-third-

Senator Dave Pul19r, Chai~~ 



FACT SHEET 

HOUSE BILL #687 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT CQrllUTTEE 
~1ARCH 28, 1985 
EXHIBIT A 

The Montana State Historical Society in copperation 

with the National Historical Publications and Hecord~ 

Committee is conductiDi a local io~ernment record~ 

project durin~ the present calendar year. The main 

goal of this project is the de~elop~ent and implenen-

tation of negotipted, state approved records retention 

schedules for a large p~rcentage of r:ontana local it0ven-

ment records. 

Bmployin~ a system of records retention baaed upon 

overall schedules guarantees the inte~rity of local 

goyernnent recorda. Each record type is retained for 

a period ba!ed upon an assessment of its legal, fiscal 

and hietorical value. 

"B1anket tl retention perioda now contained in sections 

7-5-2132 and 7-5-4124 are overly simplistic, illogical 

and caule undue expenditures for equipment, space and 

personnel hours in research and retrieval. 

Failure to pass House Bill 687 will cause delays in 

implementation of a professional approach to the ever 

increasin~ burden of information flow and retrie~al 

tor lacel gOTernmenta. 



LOCAL GOVERNMENT cOrmITTEE 
MARCH 28, 1985 
EXHIBIT B 

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF PASSAGE OF HOUSE BILL #687 
BEFORE THE HOUSE COM-1ITTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

FEBRUARY 14, 1985 

PRESENTED BY: 
JAMES OOPP 

ROCORDS MANAGER 
MISSOULA COUNTY 

House Bill #687 is a proposal to change Sections 7-5-2132 and 7-5-4124 
of the Montana Codes.The proposal would replace the "Blanket" 25 and 5 year 
retention periods now authorized with a retention schedule for the 
individual record types covered by the two statutes. 

The Montana Historical Society in conjunction with the National 
Historic Publications and Records Commission is conducting a local 
government records project this year. The main focus of the project will be 
to develop retention schedules for a large majority of local government 
records. Passage of this bill will enable local governments to adopt these 
schedules subject to approval of the Department of Commerce. 

We feel it is extremely inappropriate to assign arbitrary retention 
requirements to very large segments of relatively unlike records as is now 
the case under the present statutes. This type of "blanket" retention 
fosters over-expenditures for unneeded storage equipment, the use of 
expensive and extremely inadequate storage areas, and wholesale destruction 
of large volumns of records. 

We are asking in this legislation for the ability to ascertain 
realistic retention periods based on the legal, fiscal and historical value 
of each record type. This approach guarantees the intent of the law, which 
is to keep governmental records for as long as they must be kept, while 
also allowing us to dispose of those records at a time and in a manner 
condusive to sound business practice. 

Passage of House Bill #687 will be a large step towards implementation 
of a professional approach to the problem of records management for 
Montana's local governments. The goals of this and all other professional 
records management programs are as follows: 

1. To assure the retention and protection of all vital records of the 
entity. 

2. To assure retention of records for a period satisfying all legal 
requirements. 

3. To assure retention of records needed for the continued normal 
functioning of the entity. 

4. To assure retention of records which are historically valuable to 
entity, the state and the region. 

5. To restrict the amount of and guarantee the adequacy of the filing 
equipment and the space allocated to records storage. 



6. To guarantee the proper disposition of records that have served 
their purpose and are of no further use to the entity. 

Failure to adopt House Bill #687 will cause delays in the 
implementation of a professional approach to the ever increasing burden of 
information flow and retrieval for local governments. 



PROPOSED AMENDMENT 'ID HOUSE BILL 883 
(suggested by Lee Heiman) 

1. Page 1, line 17. 
Following: "money" 

,Strike: remainder of line 17 
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1. Page 6, line 10 . 
Following: "(2)" 
Insert: "(a)-"-

2. Page 6, line 12. 
Following: "shall" 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE 
MARCH 28, 1985 
EXHIBIT D 

Strike: "approve, conditionally approve, or disapprove" 
Insert: "review" 

3. Page 6, line 14. 
Following: "for" 
Strike: "approval" 
Insert: "review" 

4. Page 6, line 15. 
Following: "review" 
Strike: "and approval" 

5. Page 6, line 17. 
Following: "provided." 
Insert: "The review shall provide either: 

(i) that the access and easements are suitable for the 
purposes of providing appropriate services to the land; or 

(ii) that the access and easements are not suitable for 
the purposes of providing appropriate services to the land, 
in which case the county, the school district or districts, 
and other authorities and districts in which the land is 
located will not provide services that involve use of the 
unsuitable access and easements. Such services include: 

body . 

(A) fire protection; 
(B) school bussing; 
(C) ambulance; 
(D) snow removal; and 
(E) similar services as determined by the governing 

~ (b) 
~det 

The governing body shall deliver a copy of the 
tion of the review to the county clerk and recorder 

t be of the land that was subject to 

(c) The governing body may, upon application by a 
landowner, redetermine the suitability of access and 
easements. If the governing body determines that there has 
been a material change regarding access or easements and the 
change provides for suitable access and easements for 
services, it may determine that such land is now suitable as 
provided in subsection (2) (a) (i) and shall deliver a copy of 
such determination to clerk and recorder to be 

------------------------



LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE 
MARCH 28, 1985 
EXHIBIT E 

AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL 885 (adopted by Senate Local Government 
Committee, March 27, 1985) 

1. Page 12, lines 19 thrugh 23. 
~?~3rDS'" 
Strike: subsection (e) in its entirety 

2. Page 15, lines 17 and 18. 
Following: "published" in line 17 
Strike: remainder of line 17 through "made-:-." in line ~8 
Insert: "as provided in l§enate Bill No. 130, section 2:J " 

3. Page 16, line 4. 
Following: "5" 
Strike: "10" 
Insert: "5" 

4. Page 16, line 5. 
Following; line 4 
Insert: "second" 
Following: "publication" 
Strike: "and" 
Insert: "mless than 10 days after the" 

5. Page 24, line 17. 
Following: "e~Mfee" 
Insert: "after one-third of the term fo~hich they were issued has expired" 

/ 
6. Page 30, line 19. 

Following: "(a)" 
Strike: "one-half" 
Insert: "one-third" 

7. Page 48, line 21, through line 2, page 49. 
Strike: section 42 in its entirety 
Renumber: subsequent sections 

8. Page 61, line 7. 
Following: "e~Mfee" 
Insert: "after one-third of the term for which they were issued 

has expired" 

9. Page 66, line 9. 
Following: "(a)" 
Strike: "one-half" 
Insert: "one-third" 
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