
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE 

MONTA~A STATE SENATE 

March 14, 1985 

The twenty-second meeting of the Local Government Committee was 
called to order at 12:30 p.m. on March 14, 1985 by Chairman Dave 
Fuller in Room 325 of the Capitol Building. 

ROLL CALL: All members were present. 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 75: Representative Tom Hannah, 
District #86, is the sponsor of this bill. The bill was 
introduced to change the method of establishing salaries.for 
county elected officials, except the County Assessor, by providing 
that the salaries be determined by the county governing body. 

PROPONENTS 

Representative Mike Kadas, District #55, said the setting of 
county salaries needs to be put in local hands. 

John Shontz, representing Richland County, spoke in favor of the 
bill. He said it should be the responsibility of the county 
commissioners to set salaries that are paid out of the mill 
levies they collect. 

Reidar Johnson, Wheatland County Assessor, spoke in favor of the 
bill. His written testimony is attached as Exhibit A to these 
minutes. 

OPPONENTS 

Joanne Peres, representing the Montana Association of Clerk and. 
Recorders, spoke in opposition to the bill. She said the State 
should set the salaries because the State tells the county 
commissioners what to do. The bill would cause great inequities 
in the pay system. 

Richard Trerise, representing the Montana Association of County 
Superintendents, spoke in opposition to the bill. He said it 
would create discrepancies in pay. 

John Scully, representing the Montana Sheriffs' and Peace Officers' 
Association, spoke in opposition to the bill. He said the system 
would be incomplete and there would be unequal pay for equal work. 

Dick Michelotti, representing the Montana Treasurers' Association, 
spoke in opposition to the bill. He said the bill would make 
elected officials employees of the county commission. 

Susie Spurgem, Fergus County Treasurer, stated her opposition 
to the bill. 

Gary Pringle, Gallatin County Clerk and Recorder, stated his 
opposition to the bill. 
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Don Larson, Jefferson County Assessor, stated his opposition 
to the bill. 

June Little, Park County Clerk of Court, stated her opposition 
to the bill. 

Charles Gravely, representing the Montana County Treasurers' 
Association, spoke in opposition to the bill. He said the bill 
would create tremendous inequity within the system. 

Lorraine Van Austol, Gallatin County Clerk of Court, stated her 
opposition to the bill. She submitted a letter of opposition 
from the Gallatin County Commissioners. It is attached as 
Exhibit B to these minutes. 

Mike Stephen, representing the Montana Clerk and Recorders' 
Association, spoke in opposition to the bill. He said the 
county commissioners should set all salaries if they set any 
at all. 

Anthony Von Ostheim, a Lake County resident, said the bill would 
open the door for a lot of political and policy disputes. 

Chairman Fuller opened the hearing for Committee questions. 

Senator Crippen asked Gordon Morris what the Montana Association 
of Counties' position on this bill was. Mr. Morris said there 
were many divided opinions within their Association on the bill 
and they did not have a position. He personally opposes the bill. 

Senator Pinsoneault said he feels this is the type of thing 
President Reagan is proposing when he talks about establishing .­
local control. 

The hearing was closed on HB 75. 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 653: Representative Joe Hammond, 
District #52, is the sponsor of this bill. The bill was introduced 
to increase the salaries of county commissioners in the smaller 
counties to sixty dollars a day; to provide a cost-of-living 
increase formula; and to provide an increase in salary for 
persons making road inspections. 

PROPONENTS 

Tom Marvin, part time Commissioner for Mineral County, spoke in 
favor of the bill. He said if the salary was increased to sixty 
dollars a day, it would equate to the same salary as other county 
elected officials make. 
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Gordon Morris, representing the Montana Association of Counties, 
spoke in favor of the bill. He said the county commissioners 
have not had an increase in salary since 1981. He distributed 
a handout regarding salary increases for class five, six, and 
seven county commissioners. It is attached as Exhibit C to these 
minutes. 

Marie Macalear, a Madison County Commissioner, stated her support 
of the bill. 

OPPONENTS 

There were no opponents to HB 653. 

Chairman Fuller opened the hearing for Committee questions. 

Senator Mohar asked if part time county commissioners receive 
health benefits. Mr. Marvin said they do have the option of 
receiving health benefits and they would be the same as for 
other county officials. 

The hearing was closed on HB 653. 

Senator McCallum moved that HB 653 BE CONCURRED IN but withdrew 
the motion because other Senators would like time to study the 
bill. 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 470: Representative Gary Spaeth, 
District #84, is the sponsor of this bill. The bill was introduced 
to allow a town or third class city to spend twenty-five percent 
of its' gasoline and vehicle fuels tax allocation on road 
maintenance and repair, and maintenance equipment and supplies. 

PROPONENTS 

Don Saville, a Councilman from Boulder, spoke in favor of the bill. 
He said they have equipment that is so old they cannot find parts 
for it anymore. 

Representative Bob Marks, District #75, spoke in favor of the bill. 
He said it would allow flexibility for small communities. Local 
government officialS have had difficulty dealing with their 
equipment needs. 

Bill Verwolf, representing the Montana Clerks' and Treasurers' 
Association, stated his support of the bill. 

Alec Hansen, representing the Montana League of Cities and Towns, 
spoke in favor of the bill. They do not have the financial means 
to repair equipment. 
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OPPONENTS 

There were no opponents to HB 470. 

March 14, 1985 

Chairman Fuller opened the hearing for Committee questions. 
There were no Committee questions regarding HB 470. 

The hearing was closed on HB 470. 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 483: Representative Gary Spaeth, 
District #84, is the sponsor of this bill. The bill was introduced 
to provide a procedure for dissolving county water and sewer 
districts; to provide for a petition to dissolve the district; 
to provide for a public hearing on the question; and to require 
a determination that there are no outstanding debts of the district. 

PROPONENTS 

There were no proponents to HB 483. 

OPPONENTS 

There were no opponents to HB 483. 

Chairman Fuller opened the hearing for Committee questions. 

Senator Story expressed concern about current indebtedness becoming 
a general obligation to people outside of the district. Representative 
Spaeth assured him this would not happen. 

The hearing was closed on HB 483. 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL-484: 
#15, is the sponsor of this bill. 
a method for correcting erroneous 
water and sewer district. 

PROPONENTS 

Representative Ray Peck, District 
The bill was introduced to provide 

property descriptions of a county 

There were no proponents to HB 484. 

OPPONENTS 

There were no opponents to HB 484. 

Chairman Fuller opened the hearing for Committee questions. There 
were no Committee questions regarding HB 484. 
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ACTION TAKEN ON HOUSE BILL 75: Senator Harding moved that HB 75 
BE NOT CONCURRED IN. The motion passed with Senators Fuller, 
McCallum, Story, Crippen, Mohar, Hirsch, and Harding voting yes 
and Senators Regan, Eck, and Pinsoneau1t voting no. Senator 
Harding will carry the Adverse Committee Report. 

ACTION TAKEN ON HOUSE BILL 653: Senator McCallum moved that HB 653 
BE CONCURRED IN. The motion passed with Senators Regan and Story 
voting no. Senator McCallum will carry the bill. 

ACTION TAKEN ON HOUSE BILL 470: Senator Crippen moved that HB 470 
BE CONCURRED IN. The motion passed unanimously. Senator Crippen 
will carry the bill. 

ACTION TAKEN ON HOUSE BILL 484: Senator Hirsch moved that HB 484 
BE CONCURRED IN. The motion passed unanimously. Senator Hirsch 
will carry the bill. 

The meeting adjourned at 2:45 p.m. 
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EXHIBIT A 

Mr. Chairman and members of the committee. 

I am Reidar Johnson, assessor of Wheatland County. I strongly 
support HB 75. I would like to see the County Assessors and 
their deputies salaries be determined according to the pay matrix 
established for the state employees. 

We are put in the middle by the Department of Revenue on one side 
and the taxpayers on the other. In our office the State Depart­
ment of Revenue determines the manuals and schedules, enforces 
the policies and procedures and handles the payroll. As agents 
of the Department of Revenue the state pays our wages and funds 
our complete budget even though we are elected by the taxpayers. 
There is great pressure put on the assessors with the need of 
having to get elected every four years and the taxpayers hostili­
ty towards taxes usually settling unfairly and illogically 
against assessors. 

The salaries for the clerks in the assessors office are deter­
mined by the state matrix. Using the state matrix would also 
help eliminate the inequality of the salaries in the assessors 
offices through out the state. There are assessing clerks in the 
larger counties that are making more than the assessors in the 
class six and seven counties. They certainly don't have the 
responsibilities, pressures, workload or stress that the assessor 
has. Nor do they have to worry about getting elected every four 
years. Why should the asse~sor in a smaller county be penalized 
because our salaries are set by the bases of valuation and popu­
lation? 

Thank you for letting me have this opportunity to express my 
views on HB 75. 



State of Montana 

Bozeman 

r1arch 13, 1985 

Senator Dave Fuller 
State Capitol 
Helena, MT 59601 

Dear Senator Fuller: 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE 
MARCH 14, 1985 
EXHIBIT B 

We would like to go on record in opposition to 
liB 75. We do not want to be given the authority 
or responsibility for setting the salaries of 
ourselves or other elected county officials. The 
process would subject us to a great deal of 
political pressure from our elected officials an~ 
our constituents each year at budget tiQe. 

We urge you to vote against HB 75. 

Sincerely, 

GALLATIN COUNTY CO~11ISSION 

Wi!})ur visSer;' Chairman 

ff~cLJB 
Ramon S. White, Member 

JJ :vj 



MONTANA 

ASSOCIATION OF 
COUNTIES 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE 
MARCH 14, 1985 
EXHIBIT C 

HOUSE BILL 653 

lith Avenue 
_______ a, Montana 59601 

(406) 442-5209 

SALARY INCREASE FOR CLASS 5, 6 & 7 COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

SEUATE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

March 14, 1985 

MCA 7-4-2107(2) last changed in 1981 

CLASS 5 

BROADHATER 
DEER LODGE 
"'lcCON~ 

1'm-1ELL 
STILV-1ATER 

CLASS 6 

CARTER 
DANIELS 
GARFIELD 
GOLDEN VALLEY 
GRANITE 
JUDITH BASIN 
MEAGHER 
PRAIRIE 
SWEET GRASS 
t-1HEATLAND 

CLASS 7 

mNERAL 
PETROLEm1 
TREASURE 

cm~n S S lONERS 

3 
5 
3 
? 
..) 

3 

3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 

3 
3 
3 

SUBTOTAL 

ROAD INSPECTIONS 

DAYS/MONTH 

4 
2 
4 
5 
6 

3 
4 
4 

1.5 
4 
7 
3 
4 
4 

3.5 

5 
1 
2 

SALARY/EXPENSE/YEAR 
$50/DAY $75/DAY 

$ 7,200 $ 10,800 
6,000 9,000 
7,200 10,800 
9,000 13,500 

10,800 16,200 

$ 40,200 $ 60,300 

$ 5,400 $ 8,100 
7,200 10,800 
7,200 10,800 
2,700 4,050 
7,200 10,800 

12,600 18,900 
5,400 8,100 
7,200 10,800 
7,200 10,800 
6,300 9,450 

$ 63,400 $102,600 

$ 9,000 $ 13,500 
1,800 2,700 
3,600 5,400 

$ 14,400 $ 21,600 

$123,000 $184,500 

14,850 $ 33,750 

$137,850 $218,250 TOTAL 
~-------------MU\Co------------------
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fOHN MUSTER 
.. Commissioner 

NORMAN E. RESLER 
Commissioner 

~OY M. DeLONG 
Commissioner 

.. )IXIE VAUGHT 
Clerk & Recorder 

UNE M. THAYER 
Treasurer .. 

PATRICIA N. ELDRIDGE 
Assessor 

~ETTE VOLKMANN 
Sup!. of Schools 

~RENCEJ.McCARTHY 
Surveyor 

-:AROL THOMAS 
Clerk of District Court ... 

CLAUDE I. BURLINGAME 
Attorney 

_AMES B. DOXTATER 
Sheriff 

l!ANNE K. FRANKE 
.. Administrator 

l\.fARK A. DENKE 
Coroner 

.. 

.. 

Thompson Falls, Montana 59873 

ladies and Gentlemen, 

This letter is to convey to you our op[XJsition of H.B. 75. I·Je have 
supported pay raises for elected officials in the 92St thrcu~h the 
state legislature . vJe "'lould continue to do so in the future. 
Haking cor:Clifsicners set pay sc2.1cs ,;ould cc.use us an l.'m~p.cp~sa.ry 
amount of problems . 

Sincer ly, 

9?? LJ~:?Y 
Roy DeLong r .~ 

airman of Co~missioneis 

("L- CL (Z'_____ 
Norman E. Resler, 
Commissioner 
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BCC-85-H2 
March 13, 1985 

The Honorable Dave Fuller, Chairman 
Senate Local Government Committee 
Montana State Senate 
Capitol Station 
Helena, MT 59624 

Dear Senator Fuller and Other Committee Members: 

We are writing in support of HB 75 which would give us the authority to 
change salaries of County elected officials in a uniform manner. We believe 
this bill would give us the budget flexibility we need to deal with ever­
increasing pressures on County budgets. 

Rather than have the Legislature set salaries and thereby impose costs 
upon us, we believe we need the authority to set salaries depending on the 
financial condition of the County -- the same way we set salaries and wages of 
all other County employees. With the salaries of so many other County 
employees pegged to the salaries of officials, if we do not have the authority 
to set salaries of elected officials, we have lost the authority to control 
our budget. 

Now this bill does not give us the authority to truly set salaries; only 
to change them in a uniform manner. The ratio of the salaries of different 
officials will remain the same. Perhaps that is just as well. This bill will 
not pit one elected official against another, nor enable us to do so. Although 
we will not have full authority to develop a new salary structure, we will not 
get into political and personality controversies that might result from trying 
to do so. 

This bill makes a lot of sense. Please vote for it. 

Sincerely, 

BOARD Qf,COUNTY COMMISSIOJ;l'ERS 

BCC/HS/1s 

cc: Missoula Senators 
Eob Palmer, Commissioner 
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Gerry M. Higgins 
Attorney and Counselor at Law 

, 107 Kemp Street P. O. Box 14 
Phone: (406) 568-2272 Ryegate, Montana 59074 

To: Senate Local Government Committee 

Re: House Bill 75. 

Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee. I oppose House 
Bill 75. 

The pro~ision to have the salaries of the County Assessor and 
Deputy County Assessor determined by the State employees pay 
matrix creates another undesirable inequality between and among 
our courthouse offices. 

We already have an inequitable situation where the Appraisor's 
salary, which is determined by the State employees pay matrix, 
will be on July 1, 1985 approximately Seven Thousand Dollars more 
than the salaries of the Assessor, Treasurer-Superintendent of 
Schools, Clerk & Recorder, and Clerk of Court. This is especially 
unfair when our county's base salaries are among the lowest for 
the State, being only $12,000 plus $220 for population. 

In addition, the provision giving the County Commission the 
authority to set salaries will only create more inequality 
between and among countys. 

Thank you for your attention. 

Very truly yours, 

~-??/,~ 
~r~y ~. ~99i ns 
Golden Valley County Attorney 

cc: Senator Galt 
Representative Holliday 




