
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
STATE ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

February 21, 1985 

The thirty-second meeting of the State Administration Committee 
was called to order by its Chairman Jack Haffey in Room 331, 
Capitol, at 10 a.m. on Thursday, February 21, 1985. 

ROLL CALL: All members were present with Senator Hirsch and 
Senator Tveit arriving late. 

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE BILL 427: Senator Richard Manning, 
Senate District 18, Great Falls, is the sponsor of this bill 
entitled, "AN ACT PROVIDING A SUPPLEMENTA;L ALLOWANCE TO CERTAIN 
MEMBERS OF THE MONTANA FIREFIGHTERS' UNIFIED RETIREMENT SYSTEM 
HIRED ON OR AFTER JULY 1, 1981; PROVIDING FUNDING FOR THE ALLOWANCE; 
AMENDING SECTIONS ... , MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 
Senator Manning said this bill will accomplish three things; 
1. increase the funding source for the pre 1973 retirees adjust­
ment provisions to match current costs; 2. cancel the sunset 
provision and replace it with an amount equal to an additional 
annual payment for the declining pre 1973 retirees escalator; 
and, 3. create a reserving of dollars for payment of a partial 
adjustment provision for those hired since July 1, 1981. 
Senator Manning said he would let the proponents explain further. 

PROPONENTS: Ray Blehm, Montana State Firemen's Association, 
supports this bill. He reiterated what Senator Manning said 
and stated that the State Auditors office pointed out the current 
shortfall from 11.2% tax to the Fire Fighters Board. Because 
of the fact that the 1984 payout for the pre 1973 retirees exceeded 
tax collections by $154,000 the Association Board felt it would 
be proper to increase funding for this category and requested 
this increase to insure current funding of the pre 1973 retirees 
adjustment account. Mr. Blehm said it appears there are sufficient 
funds in the trust fund to amortize the cost for pre 1973 retirees 
adjustment clause as the number of pre 1973 retirees decline, 
provided that the funds made available would be used to replace 
any money drawn from the trust fund for this purpose. Mr. Blehm 
gave the Committee a handout which shows this (attached hereto 
marked Exhibit" 2" and by this reference made a part hereof) . 
Mr. Blehm said that therefore, the association is requesting 
that the amendments on lines 17 and 19 be changed back to the 
original language so that there will be no dollar cost increase 
in current terms. (For Mr. Blehm's testimony see Exhibit "I" 
attached hereto and by this reference made a part hereof.) 
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Mike Walker, Montana State Professional Fire Fighters, supports 
this bill. 

OPPONENTS: There were no opponents. 

COMMITTEE QUESTIONS: Senator Mohar asked what the amendments 
were and Mr. Blehm explained them to him. Senator Haffey asked 
if the PERS would have any p~oblem with this and especially 
Larry Nachtsheim. Mr. Blehm said there was no fiscal note 
because it would have no impact, and there is no reason that 
PERS would be opposed. 

Senator Manning closed by going into a little more detail about 
the system and telling the Committee that they pay federal taxes 
on these earnings. SENATE BILL 427 is closed. 

EXECUTIVE ACTION ON SENATE BILL 427: Senator Manning makes a 
motion that the first page be amended back to its original form. 
Question was called and the Committee voted unanimously to pass 
the amendments. Senator Lynch made a motion that SENATE BILL 
427 do pass as amended. Question was called and the Committee 
voted unanimously that SENATE BILL 427 DO PASS AS AMENDED. 

EXECUTIVE ACTION ON SENATE BILL 366: Senator Mohar made a motion 
that SENATE BILL 366 do not pass. Senator Mohar felt that there 
was another bill to do what this bill does, but it does it for 
all the programs. Senator Mohar felt it was better to get them 
all done at once. Senator Manning said there was a bill in to 
study this program. Senator Manning said he understood Senator 
Mohar's concerns, and he then made a substitute motion that 
SENATE BILL 366 do pass. Senator Lynch said he was going to 
vote in favor of the substitute motion, but he felt Senator 
Manning was going to have a tough time with this. Mr. Blehm 
from the Montana State Firemen's Association explained this 
plan to the Committee. There was much discussion about how 
firefighters contract for their insurance benefits, and it becomes 
part of their contract. Mr. Blehm said there would be some 
fiscal impact with this bill. Mr. Walker said that Senator 
Manning last session carried Senate Bill 429 and that this gave 
the cities a rather large savings of about $320,000 that did 
not have to go into their system. They would like back about 
$18,000 of it. Senator Haffey called a roll call vote on SENATE 
BILL 366 on Senator Manning's motion that it do pass. The 
Committee voted 6-4 in favor of Senator Manning's motion, so 
SENATE BILL 366 DO PASS. 

EXECUTIVE ACTION ON SENATE BILL 308: Valencia Lane, staff Attorney, 
told the Committee that some of the amendments had been approved 
and that Jean Johnson, Secretary of State's office and Teri 
England had reached an agreement regarding deputy registrars 
that took care of everyone's problems and worked great. Senator 
Haffey asked Jean Johnson if this was okay with her office. 
She said that this answers everyone's questions and takes it 
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one step further. This is the perfect solution. Senator Mohar 
moved that the newest amendments be passed. (For a copy of the 
amendments see Exhibit "3" attached hereto and by this reference 
made a part hereof.) Question was called and the Committee 
voted unanimously to pass amendments 2 and 4. Senator Manning 
made a motion that SENATE BILL 308 do pass as amended. Question 
was called and the Committee voted unanimouslY that SENATE BILL 
308 DO PASS AS AMENDED. 

Senator Haffey told th:e Committee that on the following day he 
would be assigning them Boards to be researched. He said there 
were 61 Boards, so that would be six each and he would take· 
seven. He told the Committee that they should be ready with 
their reports by March 22, 1985. 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m. 
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FIREFIGHTERS' UNIFIED RETIREMENT SYSTEM 

Section 1. 
Pg 1 the 
1st Pgph 

End of the 
1st Pgph 
botton Pg 1 
to mid Pg 3 

Mid Pg 3 

SB.427 INTRODUCED BY DICK MANNING 
FIRE FIGHTER UNIFIED RETIREMENT SYSTEM 

As introduced~ this bill will accomplish three things: 

(1) INCREASE THE FUNDING SOURCE FOR THE PRE 1973 
RETIREES ADJUSTMENT PROVISIONS TO MATCH CURRENT 
COSTS. 

. . 
(2) CANCEL THE SUNSET PROVISION AND REPLACE IT WITH 

AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO AN ADDITIONAL ANNUAL PAYMENT FOR 
THE DECLINING PRE 1973 RETIREES ESCALATOR. 

(3) CREATE A RESERVING OF $ FOR PAYMENT OF A 
PARTIAL ADJUSTMENT PROVISION FOR THOSE HIRED SINCE 
JULY 1 ~ 1 981. 

The State Auditors office oointed out the current 
shortfall from 11/2~ tax to the Fire Fighters Board. 
Because of the fact that the 1984 payout for the pre 1973 
retirees exceeded tax collections by $154~OOO the 
Association Board felt it would be proper to increase 
funding for this catigory and requested this increase to 
insure current funding of the pre 1973 retirees adjustment 
account. 

In reviewing the effect of this legislation, and the 
security of Fire Fighters funds~ it is obvious that there 
are sufficient funds in the trust fund to amoritize the 
cost for pre 1973 retirees adjustmewnt clause as the 
number of pre 1973 retirees decline~ provided that the 
funds made available would be used to replace any money 
drawn from the trust fund for this purpose. 

Therefor the Association is requesting that the amendments 
on lines 17 & 19 be changed back to the original language 
so that there will be no dollar cost increase in current 
terms. 
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SENATE BILL 308 

1. Title, line 5. 
Following: "SECTIONS" 
Insert: "13-2-102," 

2. Page 1, line 9. 
Following: line 8 

/ydtk:l '-<13"' 

SfJ-30g 
d'<~\/~ 8"S 

Insert: "Section 1. Section 13-2-102, MCA, is amended to 
read: 

13-2-102. Deputy registrars. (1) A notary public who 
fulfills the requirements of subsection (4) may be a deputy 
registrar in the county in which he resides. 

(2) (a) The governing body of each county may at its 
discretion appoint two or more deputy registrars for each 
precinct in the county before March 15 of each even-numbered 
year. 

(b) The number of deputy registr~rs, if appointed, 
shall be equally divided between the political parties 
meeting the requirements of 13-10-601 unless one or more of 
the parties fail to submit the list required in subsection 
(3) or submit an incomplete list. A political party which 
qualifies under 13-10-501 may request the appointment of 
deputy registrars and shall submit a list for such 
appointments within 30 days of such qualification. 

(c) An appointed deputy registrar must be a resident 
elector in the precinct for which appointed but may register 
electors in all precincts in the eeafi~y state. 

(3) Deputy registrars shall be appointed from lists of 
individuals recommended by the qualified political parties, 
submitted by February 1 of even-numbered years. If no lists 
are submitted by political parties, the governing body may 
appoint two deputy registrars for each precinct without 
party recommendations. 

(4) Each election administrator shall provide training 
to all deputy registrars in registration procedures and 
shall issue a certificate to each deputy registrar on 
successful completion of the training. A deputy registrar 
may not register voters without a current certificate. All 
certificates expire on March 15 of each even-numbered year. 

(5) Deputy registrars shall forward all completed 
cards to the county registrar within 3 days. Registration 
cards properly executed before a deputy registrar prior to 
the close of registration shall be accepted for 3 days after 
the close of registration. 

(6) Each election administrator shall certify to the 
secretary of state the names of each deputy registrar to 
whom a certificate has been issued. The secretarv of state 
shall then compile a list of deputy registrars with current 
certificates and make that list available to each election 
administrator and the public. "" 
Renumber: subsequent sections 

.. 



3. Page 1, line 19. 
Following: "state" 
Strike: the remainder of line 19 through "form." on line 21 
Insert: " A form prescribed by the secretary of state 
explaining voter registration qualifications, deadlines, and 
purge information shall be distributed with the mail 
registration form." 

4. Page 2, line 3. 
Following: "ferm" on line 3 
Strike: remainder of line 3 through "administrator" 
on line 4 
Insert: "either verify or affirm the mail registration form 
before a notary public or other officer empowered to 
administer oaths or complete and sign the form and obtain 
the signature, address, and voting precinct of at least one 
registered voter in the county who shall witness the facts 
stated on the registration form" 

5. Page 2, line 8. 
Following: "~5" 
Strike: "30" 
Insert: "15" 

6. Page 2, line 9. 
Following: "~f~fie~" 
Insert: "by the witness or officer before whom signed" 

7. Page 2, lines 25 through line 1, page 3. 
Following: "form" on line 25 
Strike: the remainder of line 25 through "election" on line 
1, page 3 
Insert: "until 5 p.m. on the 10th day following the close 
of registration" 

8. Page 3, line 8. 
Following: line 7 
Strike: subsection (a) in its entirety 
Renumber: subsequent subsections 

9. Page 3, line 16. 
Following: "precinct" 
Strike: the remainder of line 16 through" (1) (a)" 
on line 19 

10. Page 4, line 7. 
Following: "(4)" 
Strike: remainder of line 7 through "section, a" on line 9 
Insert: "A" 

11. Page 4, line 12. 
Following: "weeks" 
Insert: "prior to the date of cancellation" 
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

........................ .P.ebrury. .. ll. ..... 19 ... $ .... 

MR. PRESIDENT 

We, your committee on ........... .ft.&.ft .. ~'f.I09 ....................................................................... . 

having had under consideration ....................................................................... $D~ft .. J.l.LL ...... No ...... 3 •. ' ... . 

___ f_1_~_._t. ___ reading copy ( vb! t:. ) 
color 

. SXRATE BILL '" Respectfully report as follows. That .................................................................................................. No ................ . 

m.PAs~ 

DXliiXIULii 

Chairman. 

.. ' ......... 
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

............................. ~~nwu:y. .. %.l. 19 ....• 5.. 

MR. PRESIDENT 

We, your committee on ......... ~1.~ ... ~MlftMl'.XOl .......................................................................... . 

having had under consideration ....................................................................... l:I!fAft .. 8%LL ...... No ......• !, ... . 

___ l-"l=X'1I....:::....=t ___ reading copy ( white 
color 

8UPP. ALLOWAlICE POll C£1tfUJI 1tft%UD FIDPIGftEllS cov.Plm BY 
ftATB PLM 

Respectfully report as follows: That ................................................................. ~~ ..... ~r,.J:.: ...... No ...•. ~1. ..... . 

be aJIeIlded .. f'ollawa: 

1. -ritle, line 7. 
PoUow!nq: -I'll, 'I> 

S~rlk.:: "P5tOVIDIHG POJIDllfG PO. !f!IB At.LOWA!tC2:" 

2. Paqa 1, liae 17. 
PollowiaqJ alls'-
Strike: "0.4'" 
lruaert: to lJii'T 

3.. Pa9'e 1, liDe 11. 
Follow1Aq: *ot a 

luert: "the fire portion of· 

4. Pa.,e 1, Uae 1'_ 
J'ollowin9 s "!'?S" 
Strike: "19IS"-
Iuerta "IT751l 

DO PASS 
.. If • ............ 

. ~ ir ~ '.' ..... : __ •. 

...................................................................................... 
Chairman. 
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Pebnary 21, 15 
......................................................... 19 ......... . 

Pa.,. 1 of 3 
MR. PRESIDENT 

SWA-rlt ANlISDrJ'ltATIC»f 
We, your committee on ................................................................................................................................... . 

having had under consideration ............................................................. ~.~~~~~ .. ~ ................ No .... ~~~ ...... . 
firat . vb! te _______ reading copy ( ___ _ 

color 

Respectfully report as follows: That ....................................................... ~~~ ... ~~ ................ No ... ;,.~, ...... . 

be ~e4 .. follow.: 

1. Title, lina 5. 
Followin,: -BECTlO" It 
In&ert: ·13-2-102.,· 

2. P49- 1, line 9 .. 
Follovieqt 11"~' 
In.@rt, ·S.c,tlo~ 1. Seet!on 13-~-10Z, MCA, ig • .ended to 
ra~u.it 

13-2-102. fMpaty reqi.st:tara. (1) A Rotary public "ho 
fulfill. the rftqUlr.~nt. of sub&eetion (~, .s7 be a dep~ty 
:'trl,l.tra1" 1~ tbe eount.y In whieh h- r ... ldes. 

(2) (<<) ft~ qov8rr.dnfl bodr of. ear.!s r.OUflty Ita., at its 
dint';rotioR .a~iJlt two or BO·r. d4-puty r~CJi.trar. for .ach 
precinct in the eouaty before March 1S of each oven-nuaber.d 
y~4r. 

rb) ~he ft..c.r of depu~y reqistr.~aF it 4ppolnt.~, 
._.11 he .qually div14lO4 bet,.,...t\ th., politteal parties 
JMet1nq th~ rttqulrelll~nts of 13-10-601 lInlcuul' (lTUI or »or'! '!'It 
th4- parties '.11 to auha1t. th" 11ltt T~Q.tr'ld 11'1 81Jb«4tet.leA 
fl) or au_it 4n i~C'oaplC!t~ li3t. A political p"rt.y ""tclt 
qualifies under 13-10-501 May r~qu~~t th~ AppolD~~t of 
deput.y re~i.trar_ _=4 _hall submit a l1at tor aaab 
appoi!'lt:aents within 30 d"YlfJ of sueb qualification • 

...................................................................................... 
Chairman. 
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.................... ~~~~ .. ~.~ .......... 19 .. ~.~ .. . 
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(e' An appointed d~pqty r~91.tr~r ma.t be ~ ~ •• ident 
el~tor in th~ pr~i~ct tor whIch appointed but Aft? reqister 
.lectora 1ft all preeincts in tbe ee.~_y .t~t!. 

(l) Deputy roqi.trarft sb«ll be appoInted tro~ liR~~ of 
J."d1vidv~ls !'oc~nded by tho qlull!!led political par-tilt., 
Rubm1tt~d bi February 1 of ~~n-number~ y.ars. It no lists 
are allDmi.tted by political parti.s. the CJo~·(!JIt'n1nCJ body may 
appoint.. 'two d.PQty !".9!st,r~rlZ tor ~aeh pr'lReinct. w1 thout 
p~rt? recoma.nd4t.ioA~. 

(4) Ea~b ole~t!on administrator $hAll provtd. trai~inq 
te all deputy r4qi~tr~~s in reqlntrAtio~ p~~.4ar~s an4 
shall l~sue a certitieat* to ~ach doput~ r891.~r.r on 
stlCCGlltsful cOlllpleti":t of tiut tr4i~i~q. A deputy r&9'iatrar 
Blit"" Dot TlllQ'iater voter,. v1thout a enrront e.rtt!!eat~. All 
cnr~1fleat~. expir_ on P.~rch 15 cf. 0.eh ~Y~n-numberqd y •• r. 

(5) Deputy rCUl1$trAt's .hall forward all ~078pl~tqd 
et;rds t:othtt eonrsty rC?ilftriu" ,,1 thin 3 .day.. h91stration 
eard~ properly ex~e.t.~d betorft i! deputy- t"4!qi.st.rar. prior to 
the close of r-q1.t~atiot'". t!hAll N! .tee-cpt"" for 3 day. Aft~r 
tAft close e! r<ftqi:atra.t.1on. 

3. 'age 1, 11ne9 l' and 21. 
Pollcwinqt -atat-o· 
Strik.t th~ retSlQint!~t" of lice l' tllrotl9'b alona" on lIn. ?l 
In ... rt: "'A torm pr.~cribe.d by th~ ,s'!'t-Cret:a,ry'"'01 .tAt. 
explainin., voter rjf!!g!JJt.rat!on qllal!ticat.ions p d.ilu:U1n~3, and 
purge inforwatio!lQhall be 4.H.:ftribut.ftd with t.!1e .. il 
l"t-.qlatrat.lon forJIII .. * 

4. p~~ 2, 11nps ) and 4. 
Poll()vi~q't ·~4"," ~n 11..,.3 
St:~UtfH r.,,.alAder ot lin. 1 tbrou9h -aw.in iAttl"a tor. " 

.-....-.~---on line 4 
Ins'lIIl"t! 1t@1tl'l9T v.f'trify t:)r aff1r. th. tll1!11 !""9'i'JItra'tion fora 
befOT~ It notary publie or (')thsl" oft.f.cfI.'r ~~red to 
.ada1n1#t.or oathe ot' co..'P1et.e and sic;n tbo tore and obt:il1n 
tlte .i9~.at.ur., addrf:!.u~. IU\d vot!nq p:-eclnet of *t l~ •• t on~ 
reqi.t~!"olh'! 'Yot~r in the county'who sht!tll vitt!"!!S8 the fact. 
etate4 on tbe r09is~r.t!on fora.-

..................................... ................................... 
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s. Paqe 2, I1nft •• 
Following: ·~I· 
8trikp.: -30-
Ins~rt: Ills· 
f. Pave 2, lin~ f. 
Pollovift~: ~.~~~4· 
IJulJ.ftrt,· "by the v1tneS·8 Qr oftlcor "for'. whos .1g",ed-

7. Pa9~ 2, linea 25 through lin'!! 1, p4ge 3. 
'o11owin~' -form- O~ lin. 15 
Strllt4H the r;;aind~r f)! I1n<!!l. 25 th.rough -elact;!on- on li"'1!E!'i 
1, pa,~ l 
I~HU'!Tt: ·u~til 5 p .... O~ the 10th day tollo~ cIOttI) 
of reqistr&tlon-

I. Pi1«;e 3, line 8. 
!'Qllowinqt line 1 
Strite: sBbaeetion (~, in ita entir.ety 
R\'Itnwaber:. .Qbsequ~n.t sab9~at1o.na 

.-... ".-... "...-,~........,.. 
~'-' 

,. Jl&ge 3, 11J\~5 16 tbrOQ9b 19 ... 
FoOllowioq t ·pntelnct.· OIl 11ae .L' 
Strike; the r ... 1ndar of line 16 
en lin"'! l' 

10. Paqe '# linQ$ 7 th~ou9.h 9. 
Pollowin~p .. (4," OR 11 .. 1 

through" (1) (.tt)" 
'1 I 

St.rik~u resalnd$: ot I1ne 1throu9'h ·s1.tctic"l# ~. on l:!.n~ '9 
Ins@rt: teA" 

11. P.~e., 11ft_ 12. 
Pollowltrql -weets· 
IflSftrtl ·pri'.Jr to t.b. dAte ot cancellation-

~o U_~DEO 

DO PASS ............... 

. ...................................................................... . 




