
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
HUMAN SERVICES SUBCOMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

March 22, 1985 

The meeting of the Human Services Subcommittee was called 
to order by Chairman Cal Winslow on March 22, 1985 at 
6:07 p.m. in Room 108 of the State Capitol. 

ROLL CALL: All members were present. _ 

Chairman Winslow announced that the committee has to take 
action on seven bills that the committee has heard. 

ACTION ON HOUSE BILL NO. 270 

Leo Berry, a lobbyist for the Association of Montana 
Retired Public Employees, gave the committee a copy 
of amendments to HB 270 (EXHIBIT 1). He discussed these 
amendments, and told the committee that the amount taken 
from the general fund has been reduced to $10,000 from 
the original $25,000. 

Discussion followed concerning the action of the committee 
if the committee tables or does not pass a bill, and what 
those recommendations would do to the full appropriations 
committee. If the committee tables a bill, the sponsor 
can still request a hearing for that bill. 

Representative Bradley made a motion to amend HB 270 so 
that the amount that comes out of general fund is $8,000 
instead of $10,000 in the amendments in EXHIBIT 1. 

The motion PASSED. 

Representative Bradley made a motion that HB 270 DO PASS 
AS AMENDED. 

Discussion followed concerning how the proposed committee 
would be selected. 

The motion PASSED with Representative Rehberg and 
Senator Story voting NO. 

ACTION ON HOUSE BILL NO. 731 

Representative Bradley (73:A:089) made a motion that 
HB 731 DO NOT PASS. 

Senator Manning made a substitute motion that HB 371 
BE TABLED. 

The substitute motion PASSED. 
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ACTION ON HOUSE BILL NO. 805 

Chairman Winslow suggested that HB 805 be amended on 
Page 2, Line 2, and that $10,000 be appropriated for the 
biennium ending July 1, 1987, from Home & Community Based 
Services unit of the department. This is to be inserted 
in place of the sentence appropriating two percent of 
SRS funds. 

Discussion followed concerning what the department is 
doing regarding the mental health needs of the aging now, 
and if the committee could put in their budget language 
to suggest that case management teams put special emphasis 
on this kind of work. 

Representative Bradley made a motion that HB 805 BE TABLED. 

The motion PASSED. 

ACTION ON HOUSE BILL NO. 810 

Representative Rehberg made a motion that HB 810 BE TABLED. 

Representative Bradley said she thought that the Family 
Teaching Center has done a good job. She said she felt 
that a little more help during the next biennium would 
help them to become more self-sufficient. 

Senator Christiaens made a substitute motion that HB 810 
DO PASS, but appropriating $30,000 for FY86 and 0 in PY87. 

The motion FAILED. 

Senator Christiaens made a motion that HB 810 be amended 
to appropriate $30,000 in FY86 and 0 in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 

Representative Rehberg made a motion that HB 810 BE T;~BLED 
AS AMENDED. 

The motion PASSED. 

ACTION ON HOUSE BILL NO. 835 

Senator Story made a motion that HB 835 DO NOT PASS. 

Discussion followed concerning the recommendation mad(~ 
to the committee to table HB 835. 



Hll1AN SERVICES SUBCO!1MITTEE 
March 22, 1985 
Page Three 

Senator Story withdrew his motion. 

Senator Story made a motion that HB 835 BE TABLED. 

Discussion followed concerning the funding for this 
program, and its origins. 

The motion PASSED. 

ACTION ON HOUSE BILL NO. 904 

Senator Christiaens made a motion that HB 904 DO PASS. 

The motion PASSED with Representative Bradley voting NO. 

ACTION ON HOUSE BILL NO. 927 

Chairman Winslow announced that he has a draft for a bill 
in to exempt child group home workers from the wage and 
hour laws. He said these people are exempt under the 
federal lawsj if they could be exempted under the state 
laws, there would not be the lawsuit problems they 
currently have. 

Peter Blouke said that the attorney for the Legislative 
Council reported that through his discussions with the 
wage and hour staff in Washington D.C., the group home 
staff for emotionally disturbed children are not covered 
under the federal regulations. However, a report from 
one of Montana's group home operators indicated that an 
individual in Salt Lake City said they are covered under 
federal regulations. 

Chairman Winslow said that the developmentally disabled 
group homes are covered under federal regulations, but 
the non-mentally retarded group homes are not covered. 
He said the committee could keep this bill alive by 
tabling it to do further work on it. 

Peter Blouke said that there is confusion in Salt Lake 
City about the correct regulations. 

Dave Lewis discussed the strong possibility of the depart­
ment getting sued about this. 

Senator Christiaens suggested that the committee tabled 
this bill to keep it alive. 

Senator Christiaens made a motion that HB 927 BE TABLED. 

The motion PASSED. 
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ACTION ON HOUSE BILL NO. 934 

Chairman Winslow said that the sponsor of this bill is 
in agreement to let this bill be tabled. He said there 
is a budget amendment that might address some of this. 

Representative Rehberg discussed the licensing of all 
home day care, and suggested that those people should 
attempt to solve their their own problems before asking 
for money. 

Representative Bradley inquired about any money anywhere 
for day care studies for the exact needs and concerns in 
this area. 

Representative Rehberg said that appropriate training' 
is going to be such a big problem that they are not 
going to be able to solve it with this bill. 

Senator Christiaens said that he feels that the majority 
of the abuse is in the home and not in the day care 
homes and centers. 

Senator Christiaens made a motion that HB 934 BE TABLED. 

The motion PASSED. 

Dave Lewis, the director of SRS, discussed the supplemental 
requested by the department and gave the committee a handout 
with the projected general fund expenditures and the 
appropriation available, and GA case load comparison, and 
a list of unredeemed and redeemed cheks from July to 
March by county (EXHIBIT 2). He discussed the handout. 
and said the justification for the $3.5 million shortfall 
is the projected 2,000 cases on GA. 

Peter Blouke discussed the problem of underprojections 
of Medicaid Other and nursing home in previous bienniums, 
and stated that in his conversation with the department, 
they indicated that the supplemental will cover the full 
cost of Medicaid for the 1985 biennium. 

Representative Rehberg commented that this committee did 
a good job in the full appropriations committee durin9 
their review. He said that a lot of the other commitb~es 
did not handle it quite as well. He expressed his thanks 
to the other members of this committee for cooperatin':J 
and doing what they had to do. 

Chairman Winslow agreed with Representative Rehberg by' 
saying that this committee made some very difficult 
decisions, and he said he did not want to see this budget 
attacked again because we had not attempted to do the 
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best we could. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:50 p.m. 

CAL WINSLOW, Chairman 
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Human Services Subcommittee 
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~------------------------------- ------------ -----------------------
NM1E PRESENT ABSENT EXCUSED 

Rep. Dorothy Bradley X 

Sen. Chris Christiaens-Vice Chail: ~ 

Sen. Richard Manninq X 
Re2. Dennis Rehberg I X 
Sen. Pete Story 'X 

Rep. Cal Winslow, Chairman '/-.. 
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Sponsor Amendments to HB 270: 

1. Page 4; line 3. 
Following: "for" 
Insert: "actuarial" 
Following: "services" 

3-~;Z- ~o.r 

If8 :L 70 
BerrL/ 

Insert: "in consultation with the department of administration" 

2. Page 4. 
Following: line 3 
Insert: "(2) accept funds from the public employees' and 

teachers' retirement divisions, the state personnel division 
of the department of administration, and the Montana 
university system to obtain actuarial services~" 

Renumber: subsequent subsections 

3. Page 4, lines 13 and 14. 
Strike: "from" on line 13 through "fund" on line 14 

4. Page 4, lines 15 and 16. 
St"rike: ", $25,000" on line 15 through "committee" on line 16 
Insert: " . . 

(1) for committee expenses, $10,000 from the state 
general fund; and 

(2) for obtaining actuarial services, $5,000 from the 
Department of Administration, Personnel Division, group 
benefit administration account, and $5,000 from the interest 
income of the public employees' retirement system pension 
trust fund" 

AMEN/hm/HB 270 Lois 
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GENERAL ASSISTANCE SUPPLEMENT 

Projected Expenditures 

GA 
State Medical 

Total 

Appropriation Available 

GA 
State Medical 

Total 

Net Deficit 

General Fund 

4,333,927 
3,559,993 

2,453,290 
1,886,142 

£ )(,,;bi-f ~ 
J-J..2-~~ 

7,893,920 

4,339,432 

3,554,488 
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