
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
HUMAN SERVICES SUBCOMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

February 26, 1985 

The meeting of the Human Services Subcommittee was called 
to order by Chairman Cal Winslow on February 26, 1985 at 
7:09 a.~. in Room 108 of the State Capitol. 

ROLL CALL: All members were present. 

E X E CUT I V E ACT ION 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND REHABILITATION SERVICES 

Assistance Payments (EXHIB.IT 1) 

Senator Christiaens (63:A:023) made a motion to accept 
the subcommittee's recommendation of 47.5 FTE in FY86 
and 47.5 FTE in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation total expenditures of $51,958,839 
in FY86 and $53,279,236 in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation for total funding of $51,958,839 
in FY86 and $53,279,236 in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation for the modified budgets of the 
Solar Bank of $187,500 in FY86 and $187,500 in FY87; 
Temporary Emergency Food Assistance of $156,400 in FY86 
and $156,400 in FY87; and Job Search of $174,578 in FY86 
and $231,752 in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 

Social Services (EXHIBIT 2) 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation of 365.64 FTE in FY86 and 365.64 
FTE in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 
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Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation for total expenditures of $21,438,774 
in FY86 and $21,800,017 in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation for total funding of $21,438,774 
in FY86 and $21,800,017 in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation for the modified budgets of the 
Advocacy Assistance of $49,220 in FY86 and $49,239 in FY87i 
Support Services for Foster Children & Youth of $243,090 
in FY87 and $254,855 in FY87i and Child Protective Services 
Case load Reduction of $266,306 in FY86 and $687,807 in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 

Eligibility Determination (EXHIBIT 3) 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation for the modified budget funding 
of 14 FTE in FY86 and 28 FTE in FY87 for additional 
eligibility technicians. 

The motion PASSED. 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation for 318.61 FTE in FY86 and 318.61 
FTE in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation for total expenditures of $6,557,307 
in FY86 and $6,571,974 in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation for total funding of $6,557,307 in 
FY86 and $6,571,974 in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation for the modified budget funding 
of additional eligibility technicians of $214,326 in FY86 
and $474,028 in FY87i and additional LIEAP and Food Stamp 
Issuance FTE of $225,925 in FY86 and $257,303 in FY87. 

195 



HUMAN SERVICES SUBCOMMITTEE 
February 26, 1985 
Page Three 

The motion PASSED. 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation for 23 FTE in FY86 and 23 FTE in 
FY87 for the additional LIEAP and Food Stamp issuance FTE. 

The motion PASSED. 

Administration & Support Systems (EXHIBIT 4) 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation for 83.5 FTE in FY86 and 83.5 
in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation for total expenditures of $3,009,927 
in FY86 and $2,938,698 in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation for total funding of $3,009,927 
in FY86 and $2,938,698 in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 

County Assumption - Administration (EXHIBIT 5) 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation for total expenditures of 
$1,342,460 in FY86 and $1,363,962 in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation for total funding of $1,342,460 
in FY86 and $1,363,962 in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 

Medical Assistance (EXHIBIT 6) 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation for 20.99 FTE in FY86 and 20.99 
FTE in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 
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Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation for total expenditures of 
$119,756,805 in FY86 and $121,172,063 in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation for total funding of $119,756,805 
in FY86 and $121,172,063 in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation for the modified budgets of the 
Medicaid Information System of $1,200,000 in FY86 and 0 
in FY87; Home and County Based Services of $826,937 in 
FY86 and $1,323,447 in FY87; and Acute Care Reimbursement 
of $99,664 in FY86 and $96,544 in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcommittee's 
recommendation for modified budget of 2.5 FTE in FY86 and 2.5 
FTE in FY87 for physician positions. 

The motion PASSED. 

Audit & Program Compliance (EXHIBIT 7) 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation for 40 FTE in FY86 and 40 FTE 
in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation for total expenditures of 
$1,265,451 in FY86 and $1,271,809 in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation for total funding of $1,265,451 
in FY86 and $1,271,809 in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation for modified budget funding of 
additional PTE of $88,924 in FY86 and $85,592 in FY87; 
and Savings within Economic Assistance division of $232,000 
in FY86 and $232,000 in FY87, with the stipulation that an 
adjustment will be made in the economic assistance division. 
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The motion PASSED. 

Vocational Rehabilitation (EXHIBIT 8) 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation for 65.75 FTE in FY86 and 65.75 
FTE in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation for total expenditures of 
$4,744,361 in FY86 and $4,878,356 in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation for total funding of $4,744,361 
in FY86 and $4,878,356 in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation for the modified budgets of 
rehabilitation services of $435,775 in FY86 and $573,596 
in FY87i Extended Employment of $50,000 in FY86 and 
$50,000 in FY87i and Special Disabled Population of 
$196,000 in FY86 and $150,000 in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 

Disability Determination (EXHIBIT 9) 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation for 41.13 FTE in FY86 and 41.13 
FTE in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation for total expenditures of 
$2,082,536 in FY86 and $2,134,590 in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation for total funding of $2,082,536 
in FY86 and $2,134,590 in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 
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Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation for the modified budget funding 
of the hearing unit of $171,157 in FY86 and $171,549 
in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 

Visual Services (EXHIBIT 10) 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation for 20.:45 FTE in FY86 and 20.45 
in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation fo"r total expenditures of 
$891,307 in FY86 and $914,431 in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation for total funding of $891,307 
in FY86 and $914,431 in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 

Developmental Disabilities (EXHIBIT 11) 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation of 30.25 FTE in FY86 and 30.25 
FTE in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation for total expenditures of 
$15,917,213 in FY86 and $16,508,149 in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation for total funding of $15,917,213 
in FY86 and $16,508,149 in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation for the modified budget funding 
of Specialized Foster Care of $209,789 in FY86 and $218,180 
in FY87i Montana Conference on Developmental Disabilities 
of $14,338 in FY86 and $16,605 in FY87i and the Reduction 
in Developmental Disabilities Waiting List of $754,994 in 
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FY86 and $2,135,129 in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 

Developmental Disabilities Planning & 
Advisory Council (EXHIBIT 12) 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation of 3 FTE in FY86 and 3 FTE in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation for total expenditures of 
$300,000 in FY86 and $300,000 in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept the subcom
mittee's recommendation for total funding of $300,000 
in FY86 and $300,000 in FY87. 

The motion PASSED. 

Peter Blouke then told the committee how they stand in 
relation to the money they have spent so far is close to 
half of a billion dollars. The total current level for the 
1987 biennium is $462,910,486; and the total modifieds for 
FY86 is $5,467,990, and the total for FY87 is $6,813,146. 

Peter Blouke discussed the Legacy Legislature and the issue 
of it being in the Social Services program that overlaps 
both bienniums. The total of it is now $5,000, and the 
department would like it to be a biennial appropriation. 

Senator Christiaens made a motion that this $5,000 be a 
continuing appropriation with the money put into FY86 
and carried over into FY87 what is left for the Legacy 
Legislature. 

Discussion followed concerning having these funds matched 
by giving them half of the money, and to make them raise 
the other half. 

Senator Christiaens made a substitute motion that the 
committee cut the original appropriation for the Legacy 
Legislature from $5,000 to $2,500. 

The substitute motion PASSED with Representative Rehberg & 
Senator Story voting NO. 

The original motion PASSED. 
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Senator Christiaens made a motion to accept a 10 percent 
transfer from the Developmental Disabilities program to 
the weatherization program, and 10 percent from the DD 
program to the Social Services Block Grant. 

The motion PASSED with Representative Rehberg voting NO. 

Senator Manning made a motion to the effect that since 
the committee has established an appropriation level 
for the LIEAP grant previously, a corresponding amount 
will be reverted to the general fund in the event that 
the grant comes in at a higher level than anticipated. 

The motion PASSED. 

Senator Christiaens made a motion that the Developmental 
Disabilities Planning & Advisory Council grant funds be 
restricted to direct services under the guidance of the 
council. 

The motion PASSED. 

Peter Blouke discussed the issue of costs of medical 
examinations in the DD program that are provided under 
contract with the economic assistance division. It is 
a medicaid contract and is approximately a 50/50 federal 
and general fund split. He said the current bill limits 
the amount of the medical examinations to no more than a 
six percent increase over the estimated 1983 costs. He 
said similar language could be placed in the appropriations 
bill that would restrict the cost of the medical exams 
to 4.5 percent over the 1985 estimated cost, and 5 percent 
over the 1986 cost. 

Senator Story made a motion to put the mentioned language 
in the appropriations bill that Peter discussed previously. 

The motion PASSED. 

Discussion followed concerning the Priorities for People 
process and how costly it was to fund, and the priori
tization of people's needs. 

Chairman Winslow pointed out that the churches, businesses, 
and other private groups should get involved in this needs 
process, and not just the government. 

Peter Blouke discussed the issue of the difference of 
the credits in the two budgets in the foster care program. 
He said that the committee adopted the credits that were 
identified in the executive request, with the understanding 
that the difference between the two budgets would be 
reverted to the general fund. 
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Senator Christiaens made a motion to include the above 
language to that effect in the appropriations bill. 

The motion PASSED. 

Peter Blouke discussed the issue of language that is 
currently in the appropriations bill that states that 
no funds or FTEs may be transferred into or out of the 
Eligibility Determination program or the Disability 
Determination program. 

Discussion followed concerning the department wanting 
the flexibility to transfer those FTEs. 

Representative Rehberg made a motion to keep the above 
language in the appropriations bill. 

The motion PASSED with Senator Manning voting NO. 

Peter Blouke gave the committee a copy of language con
cerning the medicaid program (EXHIBIT 13). The committee 
decided to establish a contingency fund as a continuing 
appropriation that is in the 1986 base. This is language 
that would allow for establishment of parameters on 
which the department could access those funds. 

Dave Lewis said it would be very difficult for the depart
ment to keep track of the specific reasons that the 
people have been found to be eligible. He objects to the 
part of the language that states this. There is docu
mentation that shows this anytime someone would want 
to find this information. 

Senator Christiaens made a motion to strike from the 
language in EXHIBIT 13 the following sentence: "Prior to 
expenditure of these funds, the department shall document 
that the costs are attributable to (a) the 185 percent need 
standard; (b) 9 month disregard extension or; (c) to changes 
in eligibility for children and pregnant women." 

The motion PASSED. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:59 a.m. 

CAL WINSLOW, Chairman 
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Funds appropriated under items are limited in use to costs di----
rectly attributable to increase in the AFDC or Medicaid Program as a result 

of the Deficit Reduction Act of 1984. Pri8P hi enpsRtUhii'1ii sf 'ft88e-i"'\Pu~e: 

188 fHilP98Bt Fissa staadaPGJ (13) 9 fftonth--,ffi&f'egal"d-clcteFisioFi O'P; (e) tv 

elulf!:§,@8 if!: eli~Bility f.9P eSHGPSB aBG flP@"g"H8:Rt V;effteH. No funds may be 

expended for items until the regular appropriation for AFDC and 

!\ledicaid is expended. 
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