MINUTES OF THE MEETING
APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE
MONTANA STATE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

April 25, 1985

The meeting of the Appropriations Committee was called to order
by Vice-Chairman Donaldson on April 25, 1985 at 1 p.m. in Room
104 of the State Capitol.

ROLL CALL: The roll was not called, but all members were
present except Representative Menahan, who was excused.

(This meeting was not taped.)

HOUSE BILL 961: "AN ACT APPROPRIATING FUNDS TO THE MONTANA
HISTORICAL SOCIETY TO PURCHASE THE CHARLES M. RUSSELL COLLECTION
OF LETTERS, PAINTINGS, AND SKETCHES BELONGING TO THE ELKS LODGE
OF GREAT FALLS, MONTANA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE
DATE."

Representative Bardanouve presented his bill. He said there is
an opportunity to purchase this collection and called it a rare
opportunity for the state of Montana. He said there were three
appraisals and $482,000 is the average appraised value. He
said the Historical Society may be able to raise the $182,000
difference between the $300,000 appropriation and the appraisal.

Proponents: Representatives Miller, Moore and Nathe asked to
be recorded as proponents.

Brian Cockhill, Administrative Officer, Montana Historical
Society, said Dr. Robert Archibald, Director, did not know

of this meeting in time to appear, so he is appearing to
represent Dr. Archibald. He said the Historical Society will
do their best to raise the dollar difference if they are given
the opportunity.

Referrlng to one of the sketches in the collectlon (EXHIBIT l),

hebieﬁglven”a”copyﬂof‘the”sketeh“tltled "I rode hlm"”‘~

Representative Nathe said Dr. Christlieb, an Omaha, Nebraska
physician, owns the world's largest collection of Russell bronzes.
These bronzes are now on loan to the Joslyn Art Museum in Omaha.
He said he hopes the state of Montana keeps its eye on this
collection, 1in case it ever becomes available.

Representative Lory asked why not amend the bill to $400,000

to assure Montana gets the collection. Representative Bardanouve
said there may be a reaction to the $300,000 resulting in private
parties putting up some money to make up the difference between
$300,000 and $482,000 (the purchase price limit in the bill).
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Representative Quilici asked Brian Cockhill if the Historical
Society would have any trouble getting the $182,000. Brian
Cockhill said funds were raised to purchase the Russell titled
"When The Land Belonged to God" and Mr. Archibald is very
skilled at raising money for the Historical Society.

Representative Winslow asked if this could be a loan from the
grants and trust funds so the money can be paid back. Repre-
sentative Bardanouve said the Arts Council prioritizes its pro-
jects, so the idea is certainly worthy of consideration.

Representative Ernst asked if there is anywhing wrong with the
public buying these, or given a change to buy them. Representa-
tive Bardanouve said no, but the state would probably be outbid.
Representative Miller said this would probably break up the
collection and bits and pieces would go out of state.

Representative Lory made a motion to amend the bill to $350,000.
A voice vote was taken and the motion failed.

Representative Waldron made a motion that House Bill 961 DO PASS.
A voice vote was taken and the motion carried, with Representa-
tives Ernst and Rehberg voting no, and Representative Bardanouve
abstaining, and Representative Menahan voting yes by proxy.

Adjourn: The meeting adjourned aﬁ 1425 p.m/
f‘\_i/f/4<4/ﬁ/}/1“~”"

“GENE DONALDSON, Vice-Chairman
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» ) EXHIBIT 1
Bardanouve
4/25/85

-~ Sawmill Road, Montana City
January 20, 1985

Dr, Robert Archibald, Director
Mohtana Historical Society
Helena, MI 59601

Dear Dr., Archibald,

In accordance with your request, I have finished the appraisal of the
Charles M. Russell Collection of letters, paintings and sketches belonging
to the Elks Lodge of Great Falls, Montana, It is my opinion that the fair
market value of the collection at this time is $482,650,00,

This collection is varied in subject matter, technique and quality. This
group of letters and art works would fill a void that exists in the collection
of the Montana Historical Society, My records indicate that this is the last
ma jor collection of illustrated letters lnown to exist, There is no doubt
that were this collection offered on the open market that it would sell readily,
I Hope thrt the State of Mont ana can acquire this collection,

If I may be of further assistance please call on ne.
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“Friend Bill" Mareh 1, 1916
illus,letter w/c envel,
C.M. Russell 16 3/i" x 5"

512,500,900
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427-81~5

"Hellow Sentral" undated illus,
w/c letter C.M,Russell

6 3/L" x 10 3/4n
$12,500,00
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"Friend Eillv August 12, 1512
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C. M., Russell 10" x &"

$30,000,00
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"Here I am Billn April 7, 1912

I1lus, w/c letter & envel,/2 pgs
C. M. Russell 6 3/8" x 10 3/3"

$22,500,00
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"Bill Rance" May 23, 1911 envel,
C.M. Russell 3im x 5in

$50.00

Qe M. RUBSBSELL,

- L27-81-10 :
"Bill Rance" Sept. 4, 1908 envel.E
C.M. Russell 3i" x 6in :

L27-81-11
"Bill Rance, Care of Coodmans

Cigar Co," April 12 envel,
C. M. Russell 3i" x 5iv

$50,00
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427-81-12

"As I Was", undated signed
yours Truly, sketch ink wash
CMR/skull C,M.Russell 8" x 10n

$12,000,00

427-81-13 _— .
"AéliﬁAm wa”, signed Y ours
Truly, C.M.Russell w/skull
ink wash/no date C,M.Russell
g" x 10m

$ 12,000,00
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$16,000,00

Pasadena,Calif,"
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"Friend Bill,

April 10, 1920 illus w/c¢ cards
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"I Have Just Returned From The
Glacier, Bill" illus.w/c letter
C.M.Russell 10" x 6in

$25,000,00

L27-81-17

"Friend Bill" August 25, 1917
illus. w/c letter & envel,
C.M. Russell 11" x g3

$25,000,00
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L27-81-21
"Friend Bill April 24, 1901
illus, letter 3 pages & illus,

envel, C.l,Russe

$6,000, 00
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427-81-20 .
"Friend Bill" April 4, 1914 illus ,j
w/c letter & envel, C.M.Russell
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4,27-81=-22

nClark Overlooking the Great

Falls", 1906 signed CMR w/skull

Ink C.M.Russell 53" x 7 3/
$12,000, 20
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"Entertainment Committee BPOElks
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Reply Postcard" illus. w/c signed THOYL BM} METZ S0P wilH THaia sprso Y THe Bask Ger yov or
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C.M. Russell w/skull 3i"x53"
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" I Rode Him" illus. w/c with

pencil drawing on reverse side

A ~

C.M, Russell 14" x idéﬁ
$40,000.00
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Silver Dollar Philips & Rance,
Great Falls, Montana "The Big

Stack Is Our Land Mark" 1908
CMR w/skull 9" x 133"
$50,000,00
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on sketches by C.x.Russell,
he Cowboy Artist,published by
“eT.Ridgley "To Bill Rance from

$30,000,00
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