
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

April 11, 1985 

The meeting of the Highways and Transportation Committee was called 
to order by Chairman Harp on April 11, 1985, at 11 a.m. in Room 420 
of the State Capitol. 

ROLL CALL: All members of the Committee were present except 
Representative Kennerly, who was absent. 

DISPOSITION OF SENATE BILL 182: Chairman Harp advised committee 
members that a second set of amendments had been prepared for the 
bill, however, it appear.ed they would not appropriately address 
the situation. At the request of the Chairman, amendments to 
Senate Bill 182 were explained to the Committee by Mr. Tom Gomez, 
Legislative Researcher (Exhibit 1). 

Representative O'Connell made a motion that the original amendments 
(Exhibit 2), dated April 10, 1985, be approved by the Committee. 
The motion passed with all members voting aye except Representatives 
Zabrocki and Campbell, who voted no. 

Representatative O'Connell made a motion that Senate Bill 182 BE 
CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED. The motion was approved by all members 
of the Committee, except Representatives Zabrocki, Koehnke and Harbin, 
who voted no. 

DISPOSITION OF SENATE BILL 22: Representative Keyser made a motion 
that the Committee reconsider Senate Bill 22 (the bill had been 
Tabled). The motion was approved by all committee members except 
Representatives Campbell and Harbin. 

Mr. Gomez referred to page 4, line 2, subsection l(c) of the bill, 
which would decrease speed limits outside urban districts. 

Representative Peterson stated she has received correspondence on 
both sides of the issue. 

Representative Harbin said he was concerned that speed limits for 
subdivisions outside city limits were lawfully 35 mph, when they often 
should be 25 mph. He commented counties need this authority. 

Chairman Harp commented that county officials often don't want this 
authority, once it has been given to them. 

Representative Campbell made a motion that Senate Bill 22 BE NOT 
CONCURRED IN. Representative Harbin made a substitute motion that 
Senate Bill 22 BE CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED (Exhibit 3). Both the 
motion to amend and that to concur, passed with all committee members 
voting aye except Representatives Campbell, Peterson and Smith, who 
voted no. 
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There being no further business before the Committee, the meeting 
was adjourned at 11:30 a.m. 

Representative John G. Harp, Chairman 
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BILL SUMMARY 
(SB 182) 

April 12, 1985 

Senate Bill 182, as amended transfers authority for setting motor carrier 
safety standards from the Public Service commission and designates the 
Highway Patrol as the lead agency for the enforcement of safety standards. 

As amended, Senate Bill 182 alters the current state enforcement plan 
whereby three agencies, the PSC, the Highway Patrol and the GVW 
Division of the Highway Department are charged with responsibility to 
enforce the state motor carrier safety requirements. Senate Bill 182 
eliminates one agency from the current enforcement plan- the Public 
Service Commission. 

Under current law, the Public Service Commission is vested with power 
and authority to provide for the economic and commercial regulation 
of motor carriers, and the Commission also has the authority to set 
safety standards for motor carriers and other motor vehicles used 
in commerce. Furthermore, the Public Service Commission exerciese 
certain powers to enforce motor carrers safety. These powers include 
the authority to make arrests, issue summonses, inspect cargo, 
conduct safety inspections of commercial motor vehicles, and require 
the production of documents relating to the cargo, driver, routing, 
or ownership of such vehicles. Both the Highway Patrol and the GVW 
Division of the Highway Department exercise the same enforcement 
authority as the Public Service Commission. 

Because there are three agencies performing the same functions and 
because all three agencies have the same enforcement authority, 
there is a certain amount of confusion and duplication of enforcement 
effort. Moreover, because each agency has other responsibilities 
under the laws, there is a lack of a clear mission for the agencies. 
Senate Bill 182 attempts to rectify these problems. 

As amended, Senate Bill 182 would remove an agency-the PSC- that does 
not have a daily or logical presence on the highways and is not 
especially organized to work with commercial motor carriers as 
either the GVW Division or the Highway Patrol, both of which 
maintain continuous daily presence on the highways and logically 
can enforce motor carrier safety in conjunction with their other 
functions. 

It should be pointed out that, in practice, the PSC does not enforce 
motor carrier safety in a manner that is substantially different from 
the other two agencies. Furthermore, because thePSC is not particularly 
involved with the daily regulation of motor carriers, when the PSC does 
conduct inspections to enforce motor carrier safety, the PSC utlilzes 
the weigh station facilities of GVW Division or Highway Patrol personnel 
to assist in inspections, as is presently done in the case of the 
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PSC's concentrated safety inspection program. 

Hence, Senate Bill 182 eliminates the PSC from motor carrier safety 
enforcement and transfers to the Highway Patrol the authority to 
adopt standards and to act as lead agency in joint agency enforcement 
efforts. As a result, the Highway Patrol through the Motor Vehicle 
Division of the Justice Department would have the authority to adopt 
motor carrier safety standards. However, under Senate Bill 182, it 
is contemplated that the Motor Vehicle Division will adopt safety 
standards that are substantially the same as those presently adopted 
by the PSC. This intention is articulated in the statement of intent 
which is attached to the bill. 

In summary, Senate Bill 182 consolidated motor carrier safety enforce
ment in two agencies, as opposed to three, and eliminates an agency that 
has no logical connection to the daily enforcement of the motor 
carrier laws. 



DAILY ROLL CALL 

HOUSE HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

49th Legislative Session 

Dat~Afr;I{1 , 1985 

Name Present Absent Excused 

Harp V 

Abrams V 
Campbell ~ 
Compton t/ 
Glazer i/ 
Harbin t/ 
Howe 1/ 
Kennerly V 
Keyser V 

Koehnke t/ 
O'Connell it-:/ 
Peterson V 
Smith ~ 

Zabrocki V 



Page 4, Line 2 
Following: II ( 1) II 
Insert: "(C)" 

AMENDMENT TO S.B. 22 



Amendments to Senate Bill 182. 

1. Title, line 11. 
Following: "PATROL" 
Strike: "SOLE" 
Insert: "PRIMARY" 

2. Title, lines 14 and 15. 
Following: "PROVIDING" 

April 10, 1985 

Strike: remainder of line 14 through "AUTHORITY" on line 15 
Insert: "EFFECTIVE DATES" 

3. Page 4, line 22. 
Following: "loads" 
Insert: "- enforcement of motor carrier safety standards" 

4. Page 5, line 19. 
Following: "~e~t1±~e:m.el'lt:~" 

Insert: "and safety requirements" 

5. Page 5. 
Following: line 19 
Insert: "(4) The department shall work with the highway 
patrol in the enforcement of safety standards adopted 
pursuant to 44-1-1005. For the purposes of such joint 
enforcement, the highway patrol is designated as the lead 
agency. The highway patrol and the department shall 
cooperate to assure minimum duplication and maximum 
coordination of enforc~~ent effort. 

(5) In order to enforce compliance with safety standards 
adopted pursuant to 44-1-1005, the department shall designate 
employees as peace officers. The designated employees must be 
employed in the administration of the gross vehicle weight 
functions of the department. Each employee so designated as 
a peace officer may: 

(a) issue citations and make arrests in connection 
with violations of safety standards adopted under 44-1-1005; 

(b) issue summons; 

(c) accept bail; 

(d) serve warrants for arrest; 

(e) make reasonable inspections of cargo carried by 
commercial motor vehicles; 



ROLL CALL VOTE 

HOUSE COMMITTEE HIGHWAYS AND TRAI~SPORTATION 

DATE BILL NO. TIME 

NAME AYE NAY ABSTAIN 

REP. HARP ')( 

ABRAMS ~ 

CAMPBELL >< 
COMPTON ~ 

GLASER ~ 

HARBIN >< 
HOWE ..x 
KENNERLY >< 
KEYSER ~ 

KOEHNKF. :>< 

0' ~L )(, 

P )N ~ 
SMITH V 
7.n. p'"QnrKT ')( 

Totals 

Joann T. DeWolf Representative John Harp 
Secretary Chairman 

Motion: $6 ~ c:h 
Ha,~6/n -UP a.o A 

CS-31 



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

~ril 11 85 
.................................................................... 19 ........... . 

SP~a MR .............................................................. . 

. HOUSE tUGJUlA1S A;n) TRAYSPORTA'rIO!l 
We, your committee on ...................................................................................................................................................... .. 

having had under consideration ..................................................... ~~~ .. ~~~~ .................................... Bill No .. ~~ .......... .. 

___ '1'Hl.:..::;;;-::..:.RD=-___ reading copy ( aLUE 
color 

'fO AO'!'BORXZE CO'D1I'tn:S TO ESTAflLlSH SPUD LDll'l'S o:t comr1'Y' ROADS, 
STATB £iIGmi'AYS, AND nDlmAL-AID stGDlmAU' Hli';SWATS llI'.'mIlJ Ttt..B 
JtTRISDIC'lIcms op SUCH CO~,. Am) 'fO AtmfOUZB .!WNICIPALITI!S 
TO BS'tADLI$H S?lmO LL'U'l'S ON S'l'A"tE UD PSDDAL-AID llXQiBAYS III 
!«ItIICInLrl'IES Am> t:m:B..\..~ AlU!1\Sr A,.·'!EtU)lllG SEC'fI02IS 61-8-lf)l 
AND 61-8-]10. YeA. 

SEllATE BILL 22 
Respectfully report as follows: That ............................................................................................................ Bill No ................. .. 

Be lWea4ed .a follOWSt 

1. Pa419 4, lin. 2 
rollovinqs 1ft (1). 
Insert: .. ee)~' -

STATE PUB. CO. 
Helena, Mont. 

COMMITTEE SE.cRETARY 
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

Paqe 1 of 2 APRIL 11 as .................................................................... 19 ........... . 

MR ......... ~~~.~~ .................................... . 

We, your committee on ............................. ~~ ... ~~~~~ ... ~ .. ~~~~~~~~ ............................................ . 

having had under consideration .............................................. ~~~~~ ... ~~ .......................................... . - 182 
Bill No ................ .. 

___ -='l'!U==ID=-___ reading copy (_BL_UK __ _ 
color 

A Dl!.L FOa Ali ACr ~'ft't'1't.El), "Ali ACT "I'lWfSnn:rna AD"1'ilOltI'l'!' !"OIl 
s.t"1'TL .... MO'l'OR CAlUU.Ea AHD M0'f01l VEHICLE ~ S'tA'fDAJtr)S !'ROM 
'lHB PUBt..1C SERVICB COJOaSSIOI'f TO 1.'11E M:nOll VEJlICLE aIVISlO:J rum 
GIVI!lG 'fmt BIGmfAY PAYBOL SOL£ AUftORITY FOR D~ or SAl"K'l'Y 
STA~:'iI AKBtmDG SEC'l'IOttS 44-1-1005,. 61-10-141,. 69-12-201, All') 
69-12-203, !iCA; A.."4D PltOVIOVlG All IMXJmIATt El"PEC'l'lVE DAn: ron 
~lIIG AO'rHOlU"fY." 

SENATE DILL lSl 
Respectfully report as follows: That ............................................................................................................ Bill No .................. . 

k .-ndad .. s follows: 

1. '1'lUe, liDe 11. 
"oll~ # "PA'1'IOL" 
Strik., "SOU:
I~SEJ:rt "PRIHMlY" 

2. ~ltlG" lin .. 14 an.:! 15. 
l'ollowint)'1 "PaoYIDI!fG" 
St:.rika: remainder of line 14 throUCJil "'~U'mOlU'.rY· on line 15 
Insert; ":gl7EC"!'XVE DATES" 

3. 

4. 

Paqe 4# lin. 22. 
Follovinq. "loads Of 

Inaut: .,.~ntorcezent of tIOtor carrier safety standards" 

Paqa 5, lina l? 
Po11owin9= "ra~fl.t.8" 
Insert: "and 8at~ty r~irements· 

STATE PUB. CO. ~epre.·entitlft···Jolm··~:···ID1rp~···········Ch~i~~~~:···· ..... 
Helena, Mont. 

COMMITTEE SECRETARY 
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5. Pa9. 5. 
Followu.,* U .• l' 

................................... ~.~l. .. ;$..l .............. 19 .. ~~ .... .. 

Iuert.. • (4, '!tle d.~~ &ball Work vi~ tM hi_way patrol 
ill tH enforen.eat. of salety staJlc:lara adopted punluut. to 
"4-1-1005. For the pupoaes of such joiat .ato~t, tM 
ll1ghway patrol. is dulfJUtec:S as the leAd agency. Ybe bi9hvay 
,PaUol U4 tb8 4epart:8eAt ahall ~at. to ASJItIA. lII1niaaa 
~l1caUoZ1 u4 _'&:'- coor41oat1oa of eat'orceuat effort. 

(5) ta order to eatorce coapliuoe wit.." safatr etudarda 
~ed punuaat to 44-1-1005, the depart:M,at. ahall 4esi9Ute 
~. aa peace ot'ticera. 'flle dell19A&U4 eJIP~ aut be 
eap1oye4 1D tbe a&tiatauat.1oa of ta. ~a 'ftlldole we.iqht 
ltUlcti_ of t.be ~t. Each elllployee 80 4es191l&ted .. 
• PMOe officer MY' 

Ca.' tuue citatioaa aA4 MIt_ ar.ntIJta ill co .. act!on.,lt.h 
ri.olatiou of safety ataDdams adopted ~ .4-1-1005J 

(b) baa s.-m., 
(c) ACCePt bail' 
(4) Mn'e wrraaU tor arrest. 
C.) uk. reuODabl.e iaspecuoa of e&.r9'O c.u:ri.ed b:t 

Co.Mrc1a1 -.tor yehlc1 .. , 
(.f) llake re.uaubl.e •• fe~ lupectioR of cOB.eI:Ci&l 

lIIOtor ftldclea \ldliu4 by .,toJ: cud.en, u4 
(9) ~ pzocluc:UGD of docaeIl~ re14t1Aq to the 

CU90, drl'1eZ', rou.t1IlCJ, or ~ltlp of auch 'Veb,icles. 

6. l'acJe S. Une 24 ~ li_ 4. page 6. 
l"o1low1ftql ·69-12-20~ OIl line 24, .P4qa 5 
SUJ.H: reaaiDdu of llM 24. PAq. $, tlU'Ou9b I1n 5, paqe 6 

1. p~ 7, l..J.nu 24 ADd 25. 
Followin9. -1:014.. OIl 11_ 24 
tmlertl -(4)· 
Follwo1D9l "w.t.tl1- OA liu 24 
Str1kee reDUl1n4er ~ liu 24 thJ:'ou9h "ad'" O!l 11_ 25 

~ Paqo 8,. line 5. 
Following' ~ 1.1M.
Stribt, '"October
Iosen: .J\1ly-

9.. Pac;e f}, line 12. 
l'oUoviagl "(JQ'" 

strikes ·October' 
lMort: '"Jul.y'" 

10. 

STATE PUB. CO. 
Helena, Mont. 

Paq. 8, line 14. 
l'o11owi.."'9t "'approval .. • 
Insert: wet. r..aiAinq provisions of thia act aN effecti ... 
OR J~ly 1, 1995.'" 




