MINUTES OF THE MEETING
FISH AND GAME COMMITTEE
MONTANA STATE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

March 14, 1985

The meeting of the Fish and Game Committee was called
to order by Chairman Bob Ream on March 14, 1985, at
3:35 p.m. in room 317 of the State Capitol.

ROLL CALL: All committee members were present.

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE BILL NO. 255: Senator Jack Galt,
District 16, Martinsdale, appeared before the committee
as sponsor of Senate Bill No. 255. He said that this

is a simple little bill that will allow the muzzle-
loaders to hunt in the same areas as the shotgun hunters.
He said that the commission has the authority to declare
shotgun only areas, no big game rifles; and the muzzle-
loaders would like to have the same privilege. He said
that they are not asking for a special season, only to

be allowed in those areas that the commission gives them
permission to hunt in.

PROPONENTS: Robert Van Der Vere, a concerned citizen
lobbyist, appeared before the committee in support of
Senate Bill No. 255. He passed around for the committee
to see, a slug from a shotgun and a slug from a muzzle-
loader. He noted the difference in these slugs for

the committee members. He read the tentative areas that
will be open for shotgun only hunting, and stated that
the muzzleloaders want to hunt only in the areas that
are open to shotgun only hunters, not archers. (See
Exhibit No. 1) He urged the committee to concur on

this bill.

Verle Rademacher, editor and publisher of the Meagher
County News in White Sulphur Springs, appeared before
the committee in support of this bill. He handed in
a copy of his testimony. (See Exhibit No. 2)

Tim Faye, representing the Buffalo Road Muzzleloader

Club of Butte and Wise River, said that they would

like to go on record in support of Senate Bill No.

255, He handed in a copy of his testimony. (See Exhibit
No. 3) :
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Ken Christianson, representing the Montana Plainsmen, a
black powder shooting group from Great Falls, said that
his club urges the House of Representatives to support

Senate Bill No. 255. He handed in a copy of his testi-
mony. (See Exhibit No. 4)

Fred Beyer, Missoula, appeared before the committee in
support of Senate Bill No. 255. He said that the Hellgate
Muzzleloaders, a black powder club from Missoula of

which he is a member, is also in support of this bill.

He said that they feel the muzzlelocader is a far more
effective and accurate weapon than the shotgun. He said
they felt this bill was not intended to take anything

away from the archery people, it is only intended to

allow people to hunt with a muzzleloader in shotgun areas
only. He said that this bill would also allow the Depart-
ment of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks to determine where the
muzzleloader can be used without causing damage.

Jim Flynn, Director of the Department of Fish, Wildlife,
and Parks, appeared before the committee in support of
Senate Bill No. 255. He said that this bill would
authorize the commission to establish the use of muzzle-
loaders in areas open to shotguns for the purpose of
hunting big game. He handed out a copy of his testimony
to all committee members. (See Exhibit No. 5)

Bill Meisner, Stevensville, appeared before the committee
in support of Senate Bill No. 255. He said that this
bill would allow the Fish and Game Commission to add
muzzleloading rifles to the list of tools for harvesting
game animals in areas where the maximum range of the
projectile is of prime consideration. He handed in a
copy of his testimony. (See Exhibit No. 6)

Bill Hammer, Ronan, appeared before the committee in
support of Senate Bill No. 255. He said that this bill

is a measure that would allow the use of muzzleloading
black powder rifles for hunting big game in hunting areas
formerly designated as "shotgun only." He showed the
committee some targets and explained how much more accurate
the muzzleloader slug was as opposed to that of the shot-
gun. He handed in a copy of his testimony. {(See Exhibit
No. 7)-

There were no further proponents to Senate Bill No. 255.
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OPPONENTS: Neil Jacobson, who lives in hunting district
#170, appeared before the committee in opposition to
Senate Bill No. 255. He said that district #170 is

a residential and farming area with a number of housing
developments and small businesses. He said that he
helped circulate a petition against Senate Bill No.

255. He said that while circulating the petition, they
talked to many people who stated that if muzzleloaders
were allowed into the area, they would close down access
to their land for hunting because of the fear for them-
selves, livestock and property. He handed out a copy

of his testimony to all committee members. (See Exhibit
No. 8)

Steven A. Knoll, representing hunting district #170,
appeared before the committee in opposition to Senate
Bill No. 255. He handed out a copy of his testimony

to all committee members. He also handed in a copy of
addresses and signatures of 120 people in district #170
who are opposed to this bill. (See Exhibits No. 9 & 10)

Dave Gustafson, a landowner representing districts #444
and #404, appeared before the committee in opposition
to Senate Bill No. 255. He submitted a petition from
other landowners in these two areas. (See Exhibit No.
11) Mr. Gustafson said that he lives in an area that
is highly populated with people and livestock, and his
main concern is their safety. He said that many

people in his area are opposed to allowing blackpowder
rifles to be used.

Larry LaRocque, a rancher in the Sun River valley at
Simms, said that the reason he is opposed to this bill,
is that there is already a long enough rifle season.

Buck Damone, President of the Montana Bowhunters Asso-
ciation, appeared before the committee in opposition to
Senate Bill No. 255. He said that he felt it was a sad
day when sportsmen had to confront each other on the
floor of the House and Senate. He said that some of the
reasons why bowhunters are against this bill are: the
muzzleloader is a long-range weapon that is legal during
the rifle season; all of the shotgun only seasons that
Mr. Van Der Vere referred to are also archery seasons;
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they are concerned about landowner/sportsmen relations;
and they are concerned about the safety factors. He
said he felt that the seasons should be left as they
are.

There were no further opponents to Senate Bill No. 255.

DISCUSSION OF SENATE BILL NO. 255: Representative Rapp-
Svrcek, in referring to Mr. Jacobson's written testi-
mony, asked Mr. Jacobson when a rifle would be shot

at a 30° angle. Mr. Jacobson said that it may not be

at a 30° angle when shooting at an animal, but

it may accidentally be shot at that angle. Representa-
tive Rapp-Svrcek then asked Mr. Flynn if there would

be a way to enforce whether a person is using a round
ball or mini balls as ammunition in their muzzleloader.
Mr. Flynn said he believed that at the present time, the
commission designated the type of ammunition that could
be used when they opened up the season. He said that he
would assume that the same principle would apply to
muzzleloaders. Representative Rapp-Svrcek asked Mr.
Flynn if he would anticipate that districts #444 and
#170 would be opened to muzzleloaders, if this legis-
lation were to pass. Mr. Flynn said that he did not know
if the two areas would be affected, but this bill gives
the commission the authority to look at areas and
determine where they would allow hunting or where it
could be conducted without endangering human lives.
Representative Rapp-Svrcek asked Mr. Hammer why the
muzzleloaders were not satisfied with hunting during

the general season. Mr. Hammer said that he now uses
his muzzleloader during the regular season, but he

views this bill as allowing him more hunting opportun-
ities.

Representative Eudaily asked Mr. Flynn if shotguns could
be used during the regular general season to hunt deer,
if they have the proper 1load. Mr. Flynn replied by
stating that he thought they could be. Representative
Eudaily then referred to the bill, page 1, lines 20-

24 and asked Mr. Flynn why the new language did not state
"shotguns only." (line 23) Representative Eudaily said
he felt the exclusion of the word "only" would leave
some loopholes. Mr. Flynn said that it was his under-
standing that the way the seasons were set up, there

are specific districts that are specifically open

only to shotguns. He said that what he thought this
legislation was basically saying, is that when they

have taken the first step, then the commission would
have the second option of making muzzleloading avail-
able also.
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Representative Montayne asked Mr. Flynn what types of
shotguns are now allowed. Mr. Flynn said that he was
not absolutely certain, be he thought it was limited
to the 12 gauge.

Representative Moore asked Mr. Jacobson why landowners
in his area were ready to close their land because of
muzzleloaders but not shotguns. Mr. Jacobson said that
the landowners are opposed to rifles and muzzleloaders,
because it is a highly populated area.

Representative Jenkins asked Mr. Van Der Vere what

type of season was currently allowed in areas 404, 444
and 170. Mr. Van Der Vere read from the Montana Depart-
ment of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks 1985 bag, permit,

and license proposals, and stated that area 444 does

not have a shotgun season; area 404 does not have a
shotgun season; and area 170 has an archery/shotgun

only season and an archery only season. (See Exhibit
No. 1) Representative Jenkins then asked Mr. Gustafson
why they were against the black powder season, if there
was already no shotgun season in their area. Mr.
Gustafson said that the Department had a proposal for
areas 404 and 444 to allow a late season hunt for
archery or shotgun. He said that the landonwners in these
areas had not been contacted by the Department about
this special season, so he had done the footwork and
gone up and down the valley with a petition asking

their opinion. He said that they did not want this
season so he submitted the petition to the Department,
and they will not have this special season.

Representative Cobb asked Mr. Flynn how many areas in
the whole state of Montana are open to shotgun hunting.
Mr. Flynn said that he could not even guess at an
estimate.

Representative Phillips asked Mx. Jacobson if they have
game damage to Christmas trees in his area. He said

that they do, but he did not feel that letting people
hunt with a muzzleloader would be of a great benefit

to that problem because they would have only one license.
He said that the landowners that they have talked to
would rather have 5 people they know be allowed three
licenses, than have 15 people they did not know, hunt

on their land.
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Representative Eudaily asked Mr. Flynn if archers could
hunt in an area that was open to shotgun hunting only.
Mr. Flynn said that the shotgun only areas are open only
to shotguns, but they do have some areas that are open

to both. He said that they have three specific cate-
gories~-shotgun only, archery only, and archery/shotgun
only. Representative Eudaily asked if this bill referred
only to the shotgun only areas. Mr. Flynn replied that
it did.

Representative Jenkins asked Mr. Gustafson if they had

game damage in their area. Mr. Gustafson said that a

few landowners did have some problems, but they felt the
solution would be to allow two or more antlerless licenses.
He said that they do not want any more sSeasons oY

any extended seasons.

Representative Grady asked Mr. Hammer if he had ever
killed an elk with a muzzlelocader. Mr. Hammer said
that he had not, but he believed that it could be
done.

There being no further guestions from the committee,
Chairman Ream asked Senator Galt to close. In closing,
Senator Galt said that he wanted to express the fact
that the muzzleloaders are not asking for a special sea-
son. He said that they just want to be allowed to hunt
in shotgun only areas.

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE BILL NO. 302: Senator Jack
Galt, District 16, Martinsdale, appeared before the
committee as sponsor of Senate Bill No. 302. He said
that this bill would prohibit hunting on any dedicated
right-of-way. He said that this has become a problem
in his area and many other areas.

PROPONENTS: Carol Mosher, representing the Montana Cow-
Belles and Montana Stockgrowers, appeared before the
committee in support of this bill.

Jim Flynn, Director of the Department of Fish, Wildlife,
and Parks, appeared before the committee in support of
this bill. He handed out a copy of his testimony to

all committee members. (See Exhibit No. 13) He
pointed out that the committee should consider the
legislation ithas already approved, allowing the handi-
capped to shoot from motorized vehicles. He said that
it may be necessary to establish some coordinating lan-
guage between the two bills.
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There were no further proponents and no opponents to
Senate Bill No. 302.

DISCUSSION OF SENATE BILL NO. 302: Representative Rapp-
Svrcek asked Senator Galt if he was aware of the handi-
capped bill that has passed through this committee.
Senator Galt said that he was aware of the bill and he
felt that they could be melded together.

Representative Cobb asked Researcher Dave Cogley if
these two bills would just be hooked together. Mr.
Cogley said that there would be no conflict. He said
that they would take the two versions and work them
together. He said it would not be something that the
legislature would have to act on.

Representative Hanson asked Mr. Flynn why some people in
her area were already being fined for hunting from a
county road. Mr. Flynn said that there is a law now
against hunting from the roadway, but this one will

make it illegal to hunt from across the road or the
right-of-way.

Representative Phillips asked Senator Galt if there had
been many abandoned county roads. He said that a per-
son would have a problem if he were on an abandoned
right-of-way, and did't even know it. Senator Galt
said that there are quite a few abandoned roads, but

he did not think that they would be getting into that.

Representative Eudaily asked Senator Galt why they

were referring to only "right-of-way" on line 15 of

the bill; and in subsection two, lines 23-25 they referred
to "shoulder, berm, or borrow pit right-of-way." Repre-
sentative Eudaily wanted to know if this terminology
change would cause a conflict. Senator Galt said that

the Senate Fish and Game committee had changed the
language in lines 23-25. Researcher Dave Cogley

clarified and defined the statutes for the committee.

There being no further questions from the committee,
Senator Galt closed his presentation of Senate Bill No.
302.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Representative Pavlovich moved that
Senate Bill No. 302 DO PASS. Representative Jenkins
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seconded the motion. The motion passed with the dissent-
ing vote of Representative Eudaily.

SENATE BILL NO. 209: Representative Rapp-Svrcek moved
the Statement of Intent for Senate Bill No. 209 be
adopted. Representative Jenkins seconded the motion.
The motion carried with the dissenting vote of Represen-
tative Cobb. {Senate Bill No. 209 received a DO PASS

AS AMENDED motion.)

SENATE BILL NO. 197: The amendments to Senate Bill No.
197 were handed out to the committee. (See Exhibit

No. 14) Representative Eudaily made a DO PASS motion
on the amendments. Representative Rapp-Svrcek seconded
the motion. The amendment motion passed unanimously.
Representative Ellison made a DO PASS AS AMENDED motion
with the Statement of Intent attached. The motion was
seconded and carried unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT : There being no further business before
the committee, the meeting was adjourned at 4:50 p.m.

BOB REAM, Chairman
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Edward Grady

Marian Hanson
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Montana Department
of
TFish ,Wildlife (R Pari

1420 Fast Sixth Avenue
Helena, MT 59420
January 24, 1985

Dear Cooperator:

Attached for your consideration and comment are proposals
for the 1985 big game seasons and the openina dates £for the
1986 big game season.

The Montana Fish and Game Commission intends to discuss and
finalize the 1985 bag limits and 1986 big game season dates
at their meetings in Helena on March 7 and 8, 1985,

Persons wishing to comment or offer suggestions concerning
these proposals may do so in person on March 2, 11985,
commencing at 9:00 a.m. at Jorgenson's Restaurant in Helena,
Montana, or submit them in writing to the Montana Fish and
Game Commission, 1420 FEast Sixth Avenue, Helena, Montana
59620 by February 28, 1985,

Permit quotas for moose, sheep and goat will be finalized at
the Commission's June, 1985 meeting. The final quotas for
elk, deer and antelope will be established at  the
Commission's August, 1985 meeting.

We alsc have enclosed copies of the department's annual
seasonal hunting rules, the proposed nongame program, a
hunting questionnaire and the proposed 1985 spring turkey
gobbler season for your review and comment.

Sincerelyv,

8w Ui coet
on Marcoux
Associate Diregtor

RM/ph
Fnclosure
804/0s6.128
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MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS OFFICES

State Headquarters

Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks 444-2535
1420 Fast Sixth Avenue

Helena, Montana 59620

RPegion One Headquarters

Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks 755-5505 & 755-5506 0
P.O. Box 67 100 Series Hunting Districts_
Kalispell, Montana 59901

Region Two Headquarters

Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parvrks 721-5808 & 721-5809
3201 Spurgin Road 200 Series Hunting Districts
Missoula, Montana 59801 5

Reqgion Three Headquarters
Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks 586-5419 & 586-5410 -
8695 Huffine Lane 300 Series Hunting Districts:
lozeman, MT 59715

Region Four Headquarters m?
Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks 4543441 & 454-3447 ‘%ﬁ
Fural Route 4041 400 Series Huntinag Districts

Great Falls, Montana 59405

¥

Region Five Headquarters

Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks 252-4654 & ?52-4655 y
1125 Lake Elmo Drive 500 Series Hunting Districts:
Billings, Montana 59105

Region Six Headquarters %
Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks 228-9347 & ?27°8-9348 i

Rural Route 1 - 210 f00 Series Hunting Nistricts
Glasgow, Montana 59230 »

Region Seven Headquarters

Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks 232-4365 & 232-4368 r
Box 4230 700 Series Hunting Disfricts%
Miles City, Montana 59301

804/0s6.128/2
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PUBLIC MEETING SCHFEDULE

Schedule of 1985 public meetings to present, explain and
discuss 1985 big game seascons and 1986/1987 big game season
opening/closing date proposals.

The following meetings will primarily be oriented toward
discussing big game seasons in the 100 series hunting

districts:

Noxon -~ February 5, 8:00 p.m., Rod and Gun Club Building

Thompson Falls -~ February €6, 7:00 p.m., County Court+ House

Libby - February 12, 7:00 p.m., First National Rank

Kalispell - February 14, 8:00 p.m., Pacific Power and Light
Building

Fureka - February 18, 8:00 p.m., Senior Citizens Center

Polson - February 19, 8:00 p.m., VFW Building

The 200 series hunting districts:

Hamilton - January 28, 7:30 p.m., Elks Club

Philipsburg - February 5, 7:00 p.m., Flint Creek Valley Bank
Superior - February 6, 7:00 p.m., Big Sky Cafe

Missoula - February 7, 7:00 p.m., R-? Headquarters

Anaconda - February 13, 7:00 p.m., National! Guard Armory
Seeley Lake - February 19, 7:00 p.m., Community Center

The 300 series hunting districts:

West Yellowstone ~ February 6, 7:00 p.m., High School

Whitehall - February 7, 7:00 p.m., High School Library

Bozeman - February 11, 7:00 p.m., City Library

Dillon - February 12, 7:00 p.m., Forest Service

Fast Helena - February 12, 7:30 p.m., VFW

Townsend - February 14, 7:30 p.m., Courthouse

Butte - February 21, 7:30 p.m., War Bonnet Inn

livingston - February 26, 7:30 p.m., Communitv Room, City/
County Ruilding

Wilsall - February 27, 7:30 p.m., High School Library

Gardiner - February 28, 7:30 p.m., Town Cafe

The 400 series hunting districts:

Valier - January 29, 7:30 p.m., Civic Center

Great Falls - February 4, 7:20 p.m., Sports Room, 1200 7th
Street South

Choteau - February 5, 7:30 p.m., High School Auditorium

ot El
51{»/

§:l4~l‘iﬁf

White Sulphur Springs - February 5, 7:30 p.m., Hospitalitv Poom,

1st National Bank
Conrad - February 7, 7:30 p.m., Ponderz Bank
Chester - Februarv 13, 7:00 p.m., RNA Fall
Tewistown - February 14, 7:30 p.m., BLM Office
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The 500 series hunting districts:

Hardin - February 4, 7:30 p.m., Community Center

Red Lodge - February 4, 7:00 p.m., Rocky Mountain Industries

Billings - February 6, 7:30 p.m., Rod and Gun Clubhouse

Laurel - February 6, 7:30 p.m., Clubhouse Riverside Park

Columbus - February 13, 7:30 p.m., High School

Roundup - February 19, 7:00 p.m., Montana Power Company
Hospitality Room

Big Timber - February 20, 7:00 p.m., Courthouse

Harlowton - February 21, 7:00 p.m., Courthouse

The 600 series hunting districts:

Havre - February 4, 7:00 p.m., NMC Math/Science Building

Malta - February 5, 7:00 p.m., City Hall, Legion Room

Plentywood - February 11, 7:00 p.m., Courthouse - Bi-Centennial Room
Glasgow - February 13, 7:00 p.m., Courthouse, Community Room

Harlem - February 19, 7:30 p.m., Equity Coop - Hospitality Room

The 700 series hunting districts:

Hysham - February 7, 7:30 p.m., Courthouse

Miles City - February 14, 7:30 p.m., Elks Club

Glendive - February 18, 7:30 p.m., City Hall, Community
Recreation Room

Ridgeway - February 5, 1:00 p.m., Community Hall

Baker - February 20, 7:30 p.m., Library (basement)

A brief explanation of these big game hunting season proposals
and other propositions are presented in the following sections
and in the tabular material for your review.

The Fish and Game Commission solicits your comments,
recommendations and suggestions on all these proposals and
propositions.
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GENERAIL INFORMATION

APPLTICATION DFADLINE

The department is now receiving twice as many applications for
the special hunts as it did four years ago. The increase from
125,000 to 228,000 applications has become verv difficult to
process in the June 15 to early Augqust time frame. We are
requesting additional time for this processing bv changing the
June 15 drawing deadline to June 1, We expect *to have
applications available by mid-April,

SURPLUS LICENSES

This last year, there were approximately 53,000 surplus licenses
remaining after +*he drawings. We sold these 1license on a
first-come, first-served basis via the mail and to walk-ins at
the respective regional offices. The large volume of public
contact that was recquired to sell these license brought normal
regional functions to a virtual halt. To rectify this situation,
the department intends to dispose of surplus deer and antelope in
1985 by selling them only via mail from the Helera office until
October 15 at which time they will be sold from the regional
offices.

TAG EXPERIMENT

A new adhesive tag with a date of kill desiqgnation will be used
on an experimental basis in Region 4 (400 series) for antelope
only during the 1985 hunting season. The purpose of the new
experimental tag will be to test public acceptance, determine if
the tag will reduce accidental tag loss and to determine if the
tag facilitates check station operations by allowing more timely
processing of hunters.

NON-RESIDENT DEER A LICENSES

It is proposed that 5,000 nonresident deer A licenses bhe made
available for hunting districts in the eastern part of the state
and be sold on a first-come, first-served basis. Thece licenses
may also help alleviate problems associated with the increasing
demand for the 17,000 nonresident big game combho licenses which
are issued first-come, first-served.

Five thousand of these licenses are proposed for the 1985 season
te be distributed as follows: one thousand (1,000) will be valid
in the 500 series huntina districts (with a few districts
excepted as indicated in the season descriptiors to follow),
fifteen hundred (1,500) valid for the 600 series, and twentv-five
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hundred (2,500) wvalid in ' the 700 series hunting districts.
Nonresidents interested in obtaining one of these licenses would
contact Fish, Wildlife and Parks in Helena. Through
power-of-attorney residents or other proxy can obtain one of
these licenses for a nonresident.

Once issued the license would he valid for the sex and species of
deer prescribed in the bag 1limit for the particular hunting
district in which the holder hunts.

Note: The Fish and Game Commission requests comments on whether
the nonresident A licenses be sold by drawing or on a first-come,
first-served basis and whether on a regionwide or individual
hunting district basis. The Commission also requests comments on
adding 500 of these nonresident A licenses to be valid for the
400 series (Region 4) with a reduction of the quota in Region 6
(600 series) to 1,000 to maintain a 5,000 license total.

DEER B LICENSE PURCHASING

Hunters can obtain one (1) deer B license in the drawing.
Another deer B license valid for antlerless whitetail deer in the
400, 600 and 700 series hunting districts can be purchased at
license dealers. Antlerless deer B licenses remaining from those
issued by drawing, will be sold first-come, first-served and an
individual may purchase up to five (5) of these licenses. The
license is valid in hunting district indicated.

REGION FOUR POST-SEASON WHITETAIL HUNT

In Region Four along the Sun River from Great Falls to Augusta
and along the Missouri River from Great Falls upstream to Cascade
there is proposed an antlerless whitetail season for archery or
shotgun only from December 16, 1985 to February 28, 1986, to
alleviate problems caused by whitetails. The area will be
portions of hunting districts 404, 444, 421, and 414.
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SOME ANTLERLESS DFER R LICENSES VAT, ID DURING ANTELOPFE SEASON

Tt is proposed that deer antlerless B licenses (both mule deer
and white-tail) will be valid beginning October 13, 1985
concurrently with the antelope season in Region 7 (all 700
series), Region 6 (all 600 series), Region 5 fall 500 series) and
hunting deer districts 410, 411, 412, 417, 418, 426, 419 and 471.

MULTIPLFE ANTELOPE DISTRICTS-REGICN SEVEN

In southeastern Montana antelope populations are still quite
high, 1In 1984 ir an effort to give hunters as much flexibilitv
as possible as an aid toward reducing the high antelope population,
antelope licenses were issued to be valid in one or more hunting
districts. This vear this apprecach is again being used, but has
heen refined to accommodate the hunter during the drawira and
application process. The antelope season recommendations to
follow provide details.,

Another approach used to reduce high antelope populations, while
accommodating landowners and facilitating disposal of surplus
antelope licenses was to allow a person to be issued more than
one antelope 1license in some hunting district groups in the
southeastern part of the state, In Region Seven this vyear
sportsmen would have opportunity to purchbase up to two additional
doe/fawn licenses if successful in some of the nultidistrict
areas.

GRIZZT.Y BEAR SEASON CHANGTES

In order to comply with Federal Regulations the size of the area
open to grizzly bear hunting has been reduced. Essentiallwv
hunting is confined to the Flathead National Forest, and Eob
Marshall Wilderness. Efforts to petition the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife ©Service to change hunting boundaries to conform to
Montana's recommendations have not been successful.

MANDATORY SURMITTAL OF BLACK BEAR TEETH (PREMOLAERS)

Hunters are beinag asked this year to accept a mandatory turn in
of black bear teeth (premolars) in order for the department *o
obtain information to be used in determining the bears age. Such
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information will be used to determine population status and other
management information. This will 1lead to continued hunting
opportunity without impacting important population segments.

NEW LION SEASONS

In the 600 series hunting districts a chase season only has been
proposed where populations do not warrant hunting at this time.

In the 700 series hunting districts a hunting season only is
being proposed to address lion depredation problems.

TURKEY HUNTING

Please refer to the proposed spring turkey season tentative
recommendations and provide comments.

BIGHORN SHEEP POSSESSION ~ TRANSPORTATION PERMIT

A tentative regulation change has been suggested that all holders
of valid bighorn sheep licenses, who kill a bighorn sheep, must
have the sheep horns pinned in the region from which they were
taken unless permission is obtained to have them pinned in a
different region.

Each sheep license holder will receive a list of names and phone
numbers of department employees in the hunting district. If the
hunter is unable to contact any one from that list, he may call
the toll free number for instructions about getting the horns
pinned.

BIGHORN SHEEP - MISCELLANEQUS

It is proposed that wording on the big game regulations map would
be changed from "Pick up sheep heads will not be plugged and will
be confiscated" to "It is unlawful to possess sheep heads which
have not been taken pursuant to a valid license."

804/0s6.128
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For the record, my name is Verle Qademacher, edltor and publlsher
of the Meagher County News in White Sulphur Springs. )

The shooting of black powder muzzleloading flrearms is one of the
fastest growing shooting sports in the United States. I personally have
been inveolved with this particular sport for 30 years. During that 30
years, I have built muzzleloaders, using them for both target shooting
and hunting. I have taken both deer and antelope w1th the flrearms.

Since Montana does not have a caliber restriction law, the muzzle-
loaders are legal during the regular rifle season.  Those who use the
firearms have enjoyed many hunting days afield with the-weapons, pitting
their hunting skills against big game with the single shot available to
them with their muzzleloader. Basically a short-range weapon, the hunter
must get within a 100 yard range to effectively kill big game.,

Those who hunt with muzzleloaders have been happy with the present
caliber law for big game and the ability it affords them to hunt during
the regular rifle season. In looking over the fish and game laws, we
do, however, feel that an opportunity is being overlooked that would
allow an increased sporting opportunity without creating enforcement .
or administration problems for the Fish and Game Commissmon.~ That is
in the area of shotgun only deer areas. .

Basically, when the Commission sets up a special hunting district
for the use of shotguns with buckshot or rifled slugs, it is to limit
that district to short-range weapons. Muzzleloaders fall within that
category and actually would be more effective than the shotguns in the
taking of deer. The muzzleloading rifle is far more accurate than the
shotgun rifled slug.

Through misapprehension on their part, The Menﬁana Bowhunters' L
Association has made statements about this legislation that are untrue, *
- This legislation will allow the Commission to allow; only at their optiofi,:
muzzleloaders in shotgun only deer areas. The muzzleloaders do not want
a special season for muzzleloaders only. Muzzleloaders are unalterably
opposed to a "choose your weapon" season such as Colorado has. There
you have to choose whether you will hunt in the bow season, the muzzle~
loader season or the general rifle season and purchase your licenses
accordingly. We do not want that nor do we want to interfére with the
archers' five week bow season. We only seek to be considered in those
areas where firearms with limited range are needed to control game
populations. ,

The specific categorizing of muzzleloaders, both rifled and smooth-—
bore, is to clarify that both may be used. Technically, a smoothbored
muzzleloader can now be used for this type of bunt, as 1t is a. shotgun.

In summation, this legislation will allow the commission to include
muzzleloaders in shotgun only deer areas, will allow for increased hunting
days afield, will not increase enforcement or administration prcblems and
does not ask for a special season such as the archers enjoy.

For these reasons, we fecl that this legislation is & reagonable
request and urge your passage of this bill.
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BUFFALO® READ
MUZZIELOADERS

LButte, Hontana 59701
March 14, 1985

HOUSE FISH AND GAME COMMITTEE HEARING ON SENATE BILL 255 : TO PROVIDE FOR THE USE
OF MUZZLELOADERS FOR HUNTING DEER IN AREAS WHERE THE USE OF LONG RANGE HIGH
POWER RIFLES [S NOT DESIRABLE.

My name is Tim Fay. |'m from Butte, Mt. and !'m representing the Buffalo Road
Muzzleloader Club of Butte and Wise River, Mt. We wish to go on record at this hearing
in support of Senate Bill 255,

In March, 1984, represehfafives from the Buffalo Road Muzzleloaders, along with
the Hellgate Muzzieloaders of Missoula and the Beartooth Mountain Men of Helena met
with the Dept. of F. W. & P. to discuss muzzleloading hunting seasons and otheroptions
to increase hunting opportunities for muzzleloaders. The consensus was to persue
enabling legislation that would authorize the Fish & Game Commission to allow muzzle-
loaders in areas where the use of long range high power rifles is not desirable for
deer hunting. The Buffalo Road Muzzleloaders took the lead and sent out about 130
letters explaining our proposal and asking for comment from fellow muzzleloaders
across the state. We received 22 written replys. Eighteen were supportive, two of
which were from organized muzzleloader clubs in Great Falls and Havre. We also
received numerous verbal comments, the majority being supportive. | submit to you
copies of that correspondence for the record and your examination.

I would now like to make a few brief comments in support of S. B. 255:

t. 5. B. 255 is in no way intended to legislate or force a special muzzleloader
big game season on the State of Montana. This bill will give the Dept. of
F. W. & P. and the F. & G. Commission an additional tool for harvesting deer
in areas where use of high power rifles‘is not desirable. Any proposals for

muzzleloaders would have to be addressed on a case by case basis by the Commission




BUFFAILO® READ
MUZZLELGADERS

Butte, Flontana 59701

2. Ballistically, the muzzleloader is a short range weapon. A .54 caliber rifle
with a hunting load of 110 grains of black powder will fire a bal! at about
1800 fps muzzle velocity. Zeroed for 50 yds. it will hit 128 inches below the
point of aim.at 300 yds. with a velocity of only 618 fps. Compare this to a
.30~06 rifle shooting a factory loaded 165 grain bullet with a muzzle velocity

of 2800 fps. With the rifle zeroed for 100 yds. the bullet will hit just 13

inches low at 300 yds. and retain a velocity of 2224 fps. At 500 yds. the .30-06

bullet will hit 55 inches below point of aim and still have a velocity of
<: 1880 fps. | have used "Lyman's Black Powder Handbook", "Guns and Ammo Annual"
and "Speer's Reloading Manual" as references for the above ballistic data. ﬁj

3. My last comment is that in spite of its limited range a muzzleloader is very
accurate and capable of grouping 5 shots in a 6 inch circle at 100 yds. This
type of accuracy is very important for the efficient harvest of game animals.
Ballistically the .54 caliber rifle sited before would hit about 4 inches
below point of aim at 100 yds.

Thank you for your time and the opportunity to testify in support of Senate

Bill 255 at this hearing.

;

’/%imofhy C. Fay ;

for i

K " Buffalo Road Muzzleloaders g

Butte/Wise River, Montana

R
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BUFFAL® ROAD
MUZ ZLE LOADERS

PButte, Montana 59701

March 25, 1984

Howdie!

The Buffalo Road Muzzleloader Club, at our January meeting
voted to look into what could be done to increase hunting oppor-
tunities for muzzleloaders. Since that meeting we have talked
to five muzzleloader groups and several individuals and found
enough interest and support to have a meeting with the Department
of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks in Helena. This meeting was held
March 13, with Ron Marcoux, assistant director F.W. & P., Dale
Witt, acting chief of Wildlife, and Stan Bradshaw, attorney for
F.W. & P. Muzzleloaders were represented by Tim Fay, Van Stallman
and Nick Jensen with the Buffalo Road Muzzleloaders, Fred Beyer
and Leon Nance with the Hellgate Muzzleloaders in Missoula, and
Pat McKelvey and Tony Wayland with the Beartooth Mountain Men
in Helena. '

We looked at several possibilities and decided that our most
realistic and reasonable approach is to pursue legislation that
will authorize the Fish and Game Commission to allow muzzleloaders
in shotgun only areas. Current laws authorize the commission
to fix seasons and designate areas for rifle, bow and arrow, and
shotguns, Muzzleloading rifles are in the rifle catagory and
cannot legally be addressed separately from modern breechloaders
for establishing seasons and areas. The law specific to shotguns
reads: "It (meaning the commission) may declare areas open to
deer hunting where shotguns only may be used to hunt or kill deer.”
Our proposal would allow the commission to address muzzleloaders
the same as shotguns. This would not exclude muzzleloaders from
general hunting season and would not require a special stamp
to hunt with a charcoal burner. Although there are only a few
_areas presently designated for shotgun only the trend is for more
restrictive hunting seasons and more areas where rifles will not
be allowed for safety or other reasons. Under the present laws
this would exclude muzzleloaders also. There may also be some
opportunity for deer damage hunts.

Before proceeding further with any legislative proposal,
we want to hear from you. Do you, as a muzzleloader, support
our proposal or would you rather have us forget it. We need your
support in order to proceed.




On the other hand, we don't want ts proceed if this proposal
doesn't meet i(he approval of the majority of muzzleloaders in-
Montana.

The Dept. of F.W. & P. said they would not be opposed to
the above proposal but could not actively support or endorse such
legislation. They did say they would like to work with us on
such a proposal and offered the assistance of their attorney to
help write the legislation.

Please let us know 1f you support or oppose our proposal.
We need to know so we can proceed or drop it.

Best regards,

%«u J%;/Z'{Mw o 2 -y "(\i x}zésmwm
Van Stallman Tim Tay Nick nsen
President Chairman Range Officer

P.S. Please drop us a line and let us know how you feel.
Also, share this with your muzzleloading friends. We
would like to hear from them, too.

Please send your comments and ideas to:

Tim Fay

3051 Josephine
Butte, MT 59701
(406) 723-6701



MONTANA

DEPARTMENT OF
FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS

1420 East Sixth Avenue
Helena, Montana 59620
March 21, 1984

Tim Fay

Buffalo Road Muzzleloaders
3051 Josephine

Butte, Montana 59701

Dear Mr. Fay:

We appreciate you coming to Helena and discussing the possibility of
your introducing legislation for muzzleloader opportunities.

If you have any questions as you develop your program please contact
Stan Bradshaw, department attorney at 444-4594 or Dale Witt, Acting Wildlife
Division Administrator at 444-2612.
Sincerely,

/\5« Metesru0

Ron Marcoux
Associate Director

njk
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March 27, 1984

Tim Fay i
3051 Josephine
Butte, MT 59701
723-6701 -

Tim:

You can definitely count on my support. I pursued this matter several
years ago and progressed to the point where you are. 1 made contacts
with J. Herbert (biologist) and R. Marcoux and both indicated that the
Dept. would not endorse legislation. They did indicate a willingness
to work with us in our endeavor.

Good luck and don't let
your bore rust,

M. Crowell
P.S. Keep me posted!
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The Meagher ﬁmmty Nows

Box 349
White Sulphur Springs, Montana 59645

Phone (406) 547-3831

March 30, 1984

Dear Tim,
llell Yes! Lets go for broke and get muzzleloaders written in ?
with the shotguns for some of these hunting areas. A case in point g

was the Townsend Flats area a couple of years ago. They wanted to
teke a few more antelope out, but hesitated to let more rifle hunters |,
in. They actually wanted muzzle-loaders in, because they were short- %
ranged enough to take the antelope, but did not have to worry about
killing someone a half a mile away. They probably didn't tell you
cbout that one, but a Fish and Game person told me that onc.

I am prepared to help you in a couple of ways. Nunber One—-—
Senator Jack Galt is my senator over here. He is chairman of the
Senate Fish and Game Committee and could be persuaded to sponsor the
bill. I am sure he would if I asked him. His son 3ill allows the
muzzle loaders on his ranch to hunt, even when he has cattle in the ;
willow bottoms. He knows and understands that the muzzle laoders havaﬁé
limited range and he is impressed with the behaviour of the nuzzle-
loading hunters that visit his place. Ue have good feelings there.
Nuaber Two—--I have been legislative chairman of the liontana Press
Association since 1972, so I know my way around getting legislation
through and how to lobby it when necessary. You can count on ne to
work along those lines when necessary. I doubt if much work would
have to be done, particularly if Jack introduced the bill, but I know
enough legislators who would help out on it to gel it passed.

Ron ilarcoux end Dale Vitt are both friends of mine and I think %
that if I pushed & little bit, they would assist us, possibly support-

ing the bill.
fours urul : %

Verle L. Qaaemecher
Tditor and Publisgher

Give er hell!
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1209 Park Garden Rd.
Gt. Falls, Mt 59LOL

March 30, 1984

Buffalo Road Muzzleloaders

Butte, Mt 59701

Your letter of March 25 is very timely and exactly parallels the
thoughts of this club concerning the subject of specidl hunt
considerations for muzzleloading guns. At our February meeting
we were informed by a member of the bowhunters association that
a muzzleloader group in Lewistown was formulating a proposal
to put before the Fish & Game department. The proposal was that
some time be shaved off the archery season and be designated as
. & ML season. The bowhunter, also a member of our BP club, felt
the effort would surely fail but wanted to lobby for our clubs'
support for the archery group's position. The discussion which
ensued led to the formation and acceptance of an official MP
club resolution concerning the special ML hunt issue.

I have taken the liberty to put this resolution into writting
and have added a somewhat wordy explanation of the thoughts
discussed and considered in shaping this resolution. A copy is
attached for whatever benefit, if any, it may give. Feel free
to use or amend etc. At least, you know our club's position.

In the bong run, what is needed to promote the welfare and interests
of ML sports in Montana is some type of a state-wide organization
that would tie buckskinners, target shooters, and anyone with an
interest in ML activity into one united faction. (Perhaps Black
powder Association of Montana - BAM ! ) A nominal membership fee
could provide members with the usual association patch and an
occassional news letter. More importantly, it.- would provide
funds for letters necessary to promote our ML interests. The
archery people have just this sort of thing and it works well.

Your proposal aligns exactly with the thoughts of this club and
we would have no problem supporting such effort. My only concern
is that to the greatest extent, this proposal be given support
by soliciting inputs from all the known ML groups in the state.
Perhaps some version of the resolution inclosed should be used

as a rallying medium. 1 will be most happy to help your efforts
in any way I can.

Good Luck

Douglas @1gger ?ﬁ# P

President
Gt. Falls, Mt 59L0L Montana Plaineman RPM



MONTANA PLAANSMEN BPC
RESOLUTION TO PROMOTE MUZZLKLOALER HUNTS
FEBRUARY 198)

The following elements establish the official and unified
position of the membership of this club concerning the
promotiom of special muzzleloading big game hunts within
the state of Montana. It has been agreed by vote :

1. To actively pursue the establishment of special considerations

for muzzleloader (ML) hunting in Montana.

2. To pursue the designation of special areas, including
but not limited to post-season depredation hunts, as the most

viable means for obtaining such special considerations.

3. To enlist and support the efforts of all ML groups within
the state in adopting a unified position relevant to the

establishment of special ML hunts.

L. To strive for statewide coordination of future efforts
at presenting requests for such considerations before the
Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks.

Toward the goal of forging a unified position it is appropriate
to explain the thinking behind the elements of this resolution.

1. why should we strive for special ML hunt considerations?

The simple, bottom-line reasons are three: To give greater quality
to the muzzleloading hunt for more people, to lessen the hazards
inherent in the current combined hunts in high hunter density
areas and most importantly, to insure the survival of ML sports,

hunting and otherwise, in Montana.

There is no contention that ML weapons/hunters are ineffective
and therefore need special compensations. The problem develops
when ML hunters are overrun by high-power guns in the sane area.

The problem is compounded by the tendency of the high-power group
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to employ vehicles and long range techniques while the ML people
hunting the same area are generally on foot, trying for a shot

at short range. Armoured cavalry beats'infantry every time.

Not only does such unbalanced compétition diminish the quality

of the ML hunt but it also greatly increases the hazard for the
hunter who is afoot in the cover trying for a short range encounter.
Greater safety and enhanced quality of the hunt are benefits

which could be attained through designation of special areas

for Muzzleloader Only hunts,

To appreciate the connection between special hunts and the ultimate
survival of ML sports in general throughout the state, one needs
look at the trend in ML sports over the past decade. During

the mid-70's, ad&ertisihg for ML products, sales of same and
interest by the shooting public reached a high not seen since

the intnduction of cartridge arms. Many of the arms sold were of
very inferior quality but sold because their low price was
compatible with casual interest. Merchants all over recognized
the sales appeal and ML arms and accessories became available

in wide distribution. ILow quality and ignorance of use led to
some accidents and a whole lot of disappointment. Falling sales
led to a glut of cheapies on the market and a stampede to drop
ML items from stock. Unfortunately, the good lines were droped
with the bad. The September 1983 issue of Shooting Industry
magazine ran a special article addressing the down-trend in ML
sales. The article concluded by asserting that sales of quality
ML arms will continue at a slower rate but more importantly ONLY
THOSt: AREAS WHICH SUPPORT SPrCiAL MUZZLeIOADER HUNTS CAN'EXPECT
SALES TO REMALn HEALTHY. The threat in this situation lies in
the absence of ML sport promotion before the public, It is a

law of nature that what does not grow diminishes. Without new
recruits - and how can they materialize if arms and supplies are
not available ~ the ranks of ML devotees in Montana will gradually
shrink to a mere handful. Look around and you will see that

the high point of ML activity in this state has already started

in recession. How available is black powder in your area? Why



3

should any merchant put up with the hassi2 and expense of carrying
it on the odd chance that one or two lone ML shooters might buy
an odd can of powder every year or so? A special hunt would

bring the ML game back into focus for the public at large,

would promote interest and sales , and would insure the survival
of a ﬁealthy level of ML activity all year round. More than

any other reason, this is why special ML hunts are needed in Montana.

2. What should be the nature of the special considerations <
for ML hunting ? Why special areas and not a special portion
of the state-wide general season? At conflict are the interests
of the general hunting public, landowners, cattlemen on federal
forest lands, bowhunters and finally, the muzzleloaders. The
facts are these: The cattlemen and landowners typically feel

the existing hunting season is already tbo long; they are
organized, have political clout and are not about to tolerate
any additions to the season. The bowhunters' position is
likewise established, they outnumber us,are better organized
and have the cattlemen who lease forest grazing land on their
side. Désighation of special areas and depredation hunts are
viable alternatives in the face of these circumstances. However,
there are opportunities for clubs to solicit landowners
cooperation in setting aside land to be identified before the
public as open to ML hunting only. The Plainsmen club hunt for

1983 was held on such an area.

3. Attempts to establish ML hunts in Montana are not a novel
event. Unfatunately, too often in past efforts, discord within
the very ranks of the ML fraternity itself has surfaced at hepgr-
ings where proposals were to be made. Our numbers statewide are
small, our voice weak. If ever our cause is to succeed we must
speak with one voice from all clubs. That is not to infer one
person but rather that to the greatest extent possible, all

ML shooters must support the same ideas. If we can not educate,
convince and enlist the support of those we count among us, how
can we hope to persuade those who do not share oue interests
at all ?
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L. In this era of computers and easy communication, there is
no reason for isolated and fragmented attempts by a club here
and an individual there to push forth independently at what
should be a common effort, a united and coordinated effort.
Until this club or some other agency stimulates a coalition

of all ML groups within the state, nothing will be achieved at
the state level, Fragmented efforts have a clear history

of failures; because of this fact it shall not be considered

in the best interest of the general goal for this club to
support uncoordinated efforts by individuals or isolated groups.
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BLACKTAIL RANCH 4

Wolf Creek, Montana 59648
TAGRITTEL Phone:; 406-235-4330 SANDRA RENNER }

RANCH VACATIONS  MUSEUMe® CAVERN ¢« PAINT HORSES * HUNTING

-
Dearn Tim,
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DEALER IN FIREARMS
Gunsmithing and Quality Restorations

1200 - 32nd St. SO. #96 g FFL #98100701C308108
Great Falls, MT 59405 W

2 April 1984
Tim Fay
3051 Josephine
Butte, MT 39701

Dear Tim,

Thanks for your letter of March 23 asking for opinions regarding
special status for muzzle loading rifles/hunting. You probably won’t
find my letter to be representative of the majority opinion, but I’ve
spent a long time thinking over this particular matter and have been in
the front stuffer business, building and shootxng, for over twenty
years.

In my early years of being associated with front loaders, I lcoked
with envy on the colleagues in some of the Eastern states where muzzle
loaders either have their own season or are lumped together with the
archers. The idea of having the woods to myself was, of course,
appealing. I got into it one. time with John Baird, of the BUCKSIN
mind. I am not necessarily against specxal cinsideration for front
loaders, just indifferent.

First, why should we need a separate status? In general, we are
probably better marksmen and hunters than centerfire shooters. We shoot
more and are more familiar with our weapons. I have never felt hampered
by sharing the woods with other, less enlightened, hunters. They’re not
very hard to avoid as you can tell from their results-usually a doe or
spike. :

Second, definition is a nasty problem. Should round balls be the
only projectile, or do we permit the myriad conical and slug designs?
And haw the hell is a warden going to tell what’s in a barrel anyway? fis
if that isn’t knotty enough, how about rifle design? Only "official”
muzzle stuffers or do we allow aborted centerfire designs such as the
Wolverine? Open sights, iron sights, or scopes? As soon as you try to
codify these aspects, you’ll find that a great many strong opinions will
surface. I fear that any regulations resulting from the necessary
compromises would be like the camel - a harse built by committee.

Third, your idea of allowing muzzle loaders into shotgun only areas’
was the first interesting idea I’ve heard on the subject and showed some
thought. However, 1 want to pop your balloon in that area, too. This is
because I am very strongly opposed to the idea of shotgun areas. I’ve
lived in states where shotgun deer hunting is prevalent, and I gave up
deer hunting in those areas rather than take chances. Tell me how it is
safer to be in the woods when every shot fired launches nine ricocheting
lead balls instead of one bullet. Lead balls are just like .22 imfire
bullets - they bounce off of damn near anything and can veer off at
steep angles. They also have tremendous cohesion, that’s what makes a
round ball such an astounding game killer. The ball doesn’t break up.
But, that’s also what makes buckshot in cover dangerous. I think our
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efforts would be better utilized in convincing Fish and Wildlife that
shotgun areas are not the answer. If an area has too much hunting
pressure, the way to solve that is to control the pressure by limiting
hunter numbers rather than by putting a bunch of boobs with semi-auto
twelve guages out there to wound game and each other.

So, in sum, 1 appreciate your concern. But I think we should forego
making pacts or asking for special deals. I was intrigued by your
reference to damage hunts, however. Maybe the way to approach this would
be to see if maybe some landowners who don’t allow general hunting
might, with some negotiation, allow muzzle loading club members to use
their land. If that sounds reasonable I would be happy to act as
clearing center, since I’"ve got a computer to keep track of data.

Respectfully,

e

Michael L. Workman
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Bex 295 4
Plains, Mt.
59859 :

Buffale Read Muzzleleaders
3051 Jesaphine
Fatte, Mt. 59701

ATTENTION: Tim Faye, Chairman

Tin,

Serry I teek se leng te answer your letter, I've basen pretty

wrapped up with Rendeveus plannimg. I talked yeur prepesed legisa-

lative efferts ever with wheever was hamdy, and the gemeral censen-
sus seems te be- "Ge fer it®. Mest everyene agreed that the shet ,
Zun business weuld actually bs very littlo use areund khere vecause
we have ne shetgum enly areas. Hewever, they alse agreed thet it

ceuld be a very impertant “feet im the deer” fer future muzzle-~lealer
"legislatien. Anything we can gat will bsa ners than we have naw! %%

It ceuld alse be a means of preving Lo legislaters anl the F.W.P. bé§s
that mest muzzleleading paeple are sarieus spertsmem and net just =

burch of adult children playing "Daa'l Beene". Best of luck im yeur:
_€fferts. I'm enclesing a flyer em eur Rendeveus. Pleame pest it in
Yeur clubheuse er wherever 1t will de the mest goed. Sure weuld like
ts see at least seme of you beys up here Memerial weekend. TVatch »
yer tep imet. ~

Eii
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April 2, 1984

Bob Eva
3455 Hannibal
Butte, MT 59701

Buffalo Road Muzzleloaders
Mr. Tim Fay A

3051 Josephine
Butte, MT 59701

Dear Tim:

After reading your letter of March 25, 1984,
I was very glad to see that a group of black powder
enthuest have seen fit to start talking about black
powder hunting in Montana. I know in the past years,
I, along with many hunters in Montana, have hunted with
black powder, during the regular hunting season.

I did not know that the Montana Fish, Wildlife,
and Parks Commission did not have the power to set
regulations conecerning black powder hunting. It seems
like a very worth while project to introduce legislation
that will address this.

Best of luck in your endeavor and if I may be of any
help please feel free to call upon me.

Best regaxda,

} Bob Eva
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April 10, 1084 )

Tim Fay

Buffalo Road Muzzleloaders
3051 Josephine

Butte, MT 59701

Dear Mr. Fay,

I fully suppert your proposal to allow muzzleloaders in
shotgun only areas., I hope that the muzzleloader hunters
of Montana will be successful in coanvincing all involved
parties that allowing nmuzzleloading firearms in shotgun
only areas will enhance game management, but not sacrifice
safety.

The following are some of my reasons for supporting this
proposal:

1. Most nmuzzleloading rifles can accurately deliver
a round ball out to 125 yards. My experience
with slugs or buckshot shot from a shotgun is
limited, but I was unable to hit accurately
beyond 70 yards.

2. Beyond 200 yards the lead round ball shot from
a muzzleloader 1s dropping at a tremendous rate,
similar to a shotgun projectile, and poses minimal
hazard to distant people, livestock, or bulldings.

5. The muzzleloading rifle, because of 1its accuracy
yet poor long range carry, can improve the harvest
of surplus game in areas congested with farms
or homes and in many depredation hunt situations.

Please keep me informed of the progress 6f this proposal
and contact me if I can be any help over here.

Sincerely

William P, Hammer
Box 919
Ronan, MT 59864 Phone: 676-3823
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Dear Tim, 4
, 1 am writing in response to your letter of inquiry about a black

powder hunting season of some type. 1 would actively support any effort
to get black powder hunting addressed as a seperate issue from breachloaders.
T would like to see a season set up like the archery or early bugle season,
but I am familure with the problems we have had in the past with this. 1
believe that the most promising proposition is the one you are working on
now, I think that anything that can be accomplished is to our benifit.

Even if we get only one area opened to us in the most barren, lifeless

spot in the state, we will have our foot in the door. We will have set

a precident and have a foundation to work from.

1f you dont mind 1 would like to make a few suggestions and offer a
few thoughts. I have had quite a bit of experiance dealing with the state
trying to get arround the laws and accomplish things by making changes in the
existing laws or rules. 1 ran the rifle team here at the university for
five years and had to fight or beg fér everything we got. Here is what
I found worked best. [ think that it will work for us too.

We need good organization within our clubs, all working and supporting
each other twards one common goal. We dont want several clubs offering
several diftferent proposals about the same thing. We need to get things
lined out among ourselves befor we go to Helena.

When 1 wanted something I found it best to fird out who was in charge
of it and address them directly. The more people involved in the system,
the more views and stipulations were made. Things got mixed ap fast.

1 found the fewer people involved the better, so 1 suggest finding the key
people and courting them. In addition you cant count on anything that

you are told nor can you count on anybody to do anything on their own.
They will only work if you stand there and make them. I believe that if
we dont keep after the F&G and the politicans in Helena, very litile will
get done. The club members there should keep after the appropirate people
to see that once we submit the plans that they get to the right people

and places in the system.

In our last meeting there was a legnthy discussion of the type of
bullet and powder charge wee to be used. I think that we have a tendancy
to be too picky. We need to be prepared and be able to cover any possible
questions with good informative answers, but most people.we will be as=
sociated with willVb%'ramilure enough #ith these technical points to
discuss them and bringing them up will only compound. our problems. In a state
that has no caliber restrictions 1 can see no reason to induce them to
place any type of restrictions on our black powder arms,

1 found that general vague rules are best and get the least resistance.
When they are read they have a different meaning that just fits who ever
is reading it. If we give the actual interpitation to an agency and leave
it sufficiantly broad, things will go well for some time, at which time
we can lobby an agency rather than a political system where things get
bogged down.

Last | suggest that we keep our efforts quietly among ourselves.

T dont think that any general publicity would gain us anything but trouble
with the bow hunters, who dont want anybody treading on their terratory and

anti-hunting and mis-informed people who would project us hunting in.their
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housing developlemts gnd sub divisions., The lesas fuss made over this the
easier it will slip by, Adderss changing the status of the black powder o
fromcurrent cartridge to that of shotgun and dont really press the hunting - A
areas and seasons. This will change the focus: of our opposition and possibe-
ly by pass any problems with the bow hunters. The areas and seasons will
naturally tollow and we can work on them specificly after we are estab-
lished with a foot in the door.
I think that once we get started we can build very quickly and expand
our goals. Sorry to have bored 'you with this legnthy discourse. From
your report, I am sure you know these things allready and have your own
- ideas of what you wish to do and how to do it. 1 was a charter member of
the MT, Plainsmen in Gt. Falls, and am currently a member of the Hellgate
Muzzle Loaders in Missoula., If 1 can be of any help, please let me know,
Good luck with your endeavores.

cerely
9 %////;

~Ge Gomp



On the other hand, we don't want tg proceed if this proposal
doesn't meet the approval of the majority of muzzleloaders in-
Moatana,

The Dept. of F.W. & P. said they would not be opposed to
the above proposal but could not actively support or endorse such
legislation. They did say they would like to work with us on
such a proposal and offered the asgistance of their attorney to
help write the legislation.

Please let us know if you support or oppose our proposal.
We need to know so we can proceed or drop it.

Best regards, -

Van Stallman Tim :;7/ Nick nsen

President Chairman Range Officer

P.S. Please drop us a line and let us know how you feel.
Also, share this with your muzzleloading friends. We
would like to hear from them, too.

Please send your comments and ideas to:

Tim Fay :
3051 Josephine
Butte, MT 59701
(406) 723-6701
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808 North Meade Avenue
Glendive, Montana 59330
May 3, 1984

T.C. Fay
3051 Josephine
Butte, Montana 59701

Dear TC:

You Buffalo Road boys are a persistent group. That's good. We already
have a five week muzzleloader season, but I don't think that there is a
muzzleloader in Montana who wouldn't like to have a muzzleloader only
season.

Your work with FWP to get muzzleloaders into shotgun only areas and to
perhaps make some damage hunts open to ML only is to be commended. Thisis
a good common-sense approach. Once we can demonstrate that there is
interest and organization, then we can approach FWP and/or the legislature
with a request for a separate season. All this is the easy part.

Another thing we should 1look at is why states instate ML seasons in the
first place. Most states have game populations small in relation to hunter
population. Centerfire hunters are about 4 times as effective as ML
hunters and 10 times as effective as bowhunters. The state then can put 1
CF hunter, 4 ML hunters or 10 BH in the field for each animal it thinks
will get harvested. Special seasons are instituted so that more people can
get an opportunity to hunt. In Montana we have the opposite problem. At
least 1in eastern MT we have too many deer—-not enough are harvested. To
take away centerfire opportunity and give it to less efficient ML would be
countrer productive as it would further reduce the harvest. This is poor
game management.

There ares a lot of problems --as you already know--with trying to get a ML
season. The problems 1is balancing the game population and the landowner
desires with what the sportsmen want. General big game season is five
weeks. Before that there is five weeks of archery season. To attempt to
take even a week from either of these two groups for ML only would be to
invite the wrath of some well organized sportsmen's groups and the Montana
Bowhunter's Association. To attempt to add a week to the end would
probably stir up various stockmen's associations who are, so we are told,
already upset with the present long season.

ML seasons aren't set by ML--they're set by FWP and the legislature. How
can we prove we have enough interest to establish a season? FWP realizes
that a new season will cost money and possibly additional problems. Few,



if any, of them know anything abou ML. Montana only has 170+ members of
NMLRA, how serious are the state's ''numerous" ML?

What you intend 1is beyond the scope of one individual. Even a super club
would have problems because of localization. As you pointed out, this has
to have statewide suppoort. How can this be accomplished™?

First suggestion: Get 10 members of BRML to join NMLRA and charter a club.
I've included charter application and membership applications. The two
field representataive's names are enclosed with this letter. One of the
jobs of the field rep 1s to work to establsih muzzle loading seaasons.

Second suggestion: work through the Montana Muzzle Loading Rifle
Association which 1is the closest we've got to a state club. As a past
officer, I know this club has weaknesses, but it is statewide. The biggest
problem the c¢lub has is lack of members who will do something and lack of
support from 1local clubs. We could all work together to make it every bit
as strong and influential as the MBA.

NAPR, whose address is also enclosed with this letter, is starting to
charter clubs and wants each state to form a state club. Generally, this
sounds like a good deal, but I don't know the details. The one problems
with NAPR--whether deserved or not--they have a reputation as "buchskinners
only" and this might scare sone non-buckskinners away.

Before we go to all the fuss and bother of a special season, lets look at
what we have, what we want and what we can lose.

WHAT WE HAVE:
5 week season in which we can use muzzleloaders
no extra license fees for using ML
no calibre restirctions
few pilgrims in the woods

WHAT WE WANT:
you really didn't say in your letter and I don't really know
solitude
no hunter orange

WHAT WE CAN EXPECT:

if ML season 1s popular--separate stamp, just like archers

if ML season is popular--calibre restrictions, most
states have them

if ML season is popular-—-a lot of people in the woods who
really don't know much about using
ML guns

hunter orange will always be required because it has proven
so safe

I would love more hunting season, but five weeks is really good, especially
when I can count on another one or two weeks for damage hunts.

I would love to have more people hunting=--and shooting competitively-- with
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ML guns. I also want to keep the sport safe. I would recommend that all
ML hunters be required to pass a ML safety and hunting course. This
wouldn't be tough for us topass, but would keep the "It's opening day of ML
season, I1'll go buy a gun'" pilgrims at home. NMLRA and NRA have the course
and materials designed . Now they're looking for instructors.

When we go to FWP or the lelgislature we must be organized and we must have
a program. For example: we want a two week ML season; we want a $2.00 ML
gstamp; we want all ML hunters to be certified and we'll assist with the
course; 1if a calibre restriction is immanent, then lets suggest one--say 36
or larger. Few use anything smaller and if we had to go up, we could. Now
FWP will want to support our efforts because we've taken a load of
responsibility from them.

Enough already. Enclosed are NMLRA applications and a charter club
aplplication. They can help us—-lets us help them. Also are some other
addresses for other information. 1'11 be happy to help in any way 1
can—just remember safe muzzleloading is still my number 1 goal with state
organization number 2.

Sinyerely, )

ohn N. Haas.

ENCL: addresses, organizations
addresses, NMLRA Field Reps
NMLRA membership applications
NMLRA charter applications
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March 28,1984

Dear Tim
In response to your letter of the 25th I fully support any way

that we can get muzzleloaders in any area be it shotgun only or
deer damage hunts., You know how I feel as I explained my point of
view on the phone with you the other day.

If this turns out on a positive note maybe we can get a little

more recognition and in the future be 2ble to imovrove our sit-
uation as blackpowder shooters and hunters,

Yours Truly

ol it B
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31495
S.8. 25
MONTANA PLAINSMEN, BPC

GREAT FALLS, MT.

A SOLICITATION FOR HOUSE SUPPORT
OF SB 255

The Montana Plainsmen, a black powder shooting club from Great Falls,urges
members of the House of Representaiives to support Senate Bill 255. The simple,
bottom-line reasons are three: To give greater quality to muzzleloader

hunting for more people; to lessens the hazards inherent in the current combined
hunts in high hunter density areas; and most importantly, to insure the survi-

val of ML sports, hunting and otherwise, in Montana.

There is no contention that ML weapons, within their limitations, are ineffect-
ive and therefore need special considerations. The problem develops when ML
hunters are overrun by high-power guns in the same area. The high-power hunter
tends to use vehicles and long-range hunting techniques while the ML hunters

in the same area are generally afoot, trying for a shot at the short range
dictated by the limitations of his ML rifle. Not only does such unbalanced
competion dimish the quality of the ML hunt but it also greatly increases the
hazard for the hunter who is afeot in cover trying for a short range encounter.
Greater safety and enhanced Quality of the hunt are benefits which could be

attained through designation of special areas for muzzleloader hunting.

To appreciate the connection between special hunts and the ultimate survival
of ML sports in general, one needs look at the trend in ML product sales over
the past decade. During the nation$ bi-cenntial period, advertising, sales
and public interest relevant to ML products reached a high not seen since the
1860's. Since then interest and sales have declined. This drastic decline in
the marketing of ML products has been particularly apparent in Montana. No
merchant can afford to stock items which have little appeal to the general
public. By way of analogy, how much archery equipment would be marketed if
special hunting benefits did not exist?

SHOOTING INDUSTRY magidzine ran an article addressing the nation-wide decline

in ML product sales. Their bottom line was "ONLY IN THOSE AREAS WHICH SUPPORT
SPECIAL MUZZLELOADER HUNTS CAN SALES EXPECT TO REMAIN HEALTHY". Failure to
legislate consideration for ML hunting will be detremental to the sport itself,

it will also close the door to potential contributions to Montana's fragile

economy.
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SB 255
Testimony presented by Jim Flynn, Department of Fish, Wildlife & Parks

March 14, 1985

I appear before you today in support of SB 255 which would authorize
the commission to establish the use of muzzleloaders in areas open
to shotguns for the purpose of hunting big game.

The information we have at hand would indicate that there may be
situations where the use of muzzleloaders would not constitute a human
safety hazard. The same information would indicate that a muzzleloader
is as effective as a shotgun in the harvesting of deer.

This bill would clearly provide that the commission would have the
flexibility to consider those cases where muzzleload hunting would be
appropriate and to authorize its use. We support its passage.



W.H.Meisner 2
IN SUPPORT OF S8B255 E"h'bfl' d'b
3-14-1405
ghe 257

My name 1s Bill ieisner I'm from 3Stevensville.

I support 3B255; 3B255 would allow the Fish and Game Bomission
to add huzzle Loadinz Riiles; to the list of tools for harvesting
Game Animals; in areas where the iaximum range of the projectile is
of prime consideration.

Hunting, when considered as a Management Tool,should be done
with tools which are effective, and efficient. Shotguns with buckshot
or slugs are effective but not erfkcent, They lack accuracy. Muzzle
loaders are effective and &fficient. They have the capability of
acuratlyag placing the orojsctile,and they have stopping vower necessary
to kill the animal. Without the Increased range of moadern high powered
cartridges.

Hunting With a nmuzzle loader is a svuort in which the stalking of

.

the gane 1s every bit au: a&mportant as it is to the archer. shile the
distance at wnich akilling shot can be made is greater,chan with a
bow; the bow has a much goeater chance for a second shot if the fir:t
is not succezsfull.

This bill was ot introduced with the ideca of infringing on the
Archers Joecial 3eason; it was intpoducecd to allow the Fisn and Game
Comiszion the opition aof using .uszde loaders as an additional tool
to be considered in arcas where the range of the projcctile is a
prime foctor,

o

Passage oi

.

chis bill would add a verry eifsctive tool {or the

harvesting ol game animals, to the 1list of ovotions available for

=

consideration,where .axiwum ranze 1o a

sctor to be considored,

THANK

R



3483
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T0: Montana House Committee Submitted by: Bill HdWw%ér
Box a1q
. RE: .Senate Blll #255 T . “Renan ,MT 54¥s%4

. ‘ . 4O6 - 676 - 3823
I support Senate Bill No. 255, a measure that would allow the use of

muzzle loading black powder rifles for hunting big game in hunting areas
tdrmerly designated as '"shotgun only". Three reasons for Supporting this
bill follow:

‘ 1. The muzzleloading rifle 1s inherently more accurate than the
smoothbore muzzle loader or Shotgun which are presently legal 1in these
hunting areas, permitting a more efficient harvest of deer. Consider
the following:

a., Maximum range for effectlve accuracy of 12 GA. shotgun is 50 yds,

b. Maximum range for effective accuracy of smoothbore muzzle loader
1s approximately 75 yards.

¢. Maximum range for effecﬁive accuracy of a rifled muzzle loader
is approximately 125 yards.

” 2. The sound of a muzzleloader going off is about the same as that of
a 12 GA. shotgun, and much less than the noise from a modern hlgh-power
rifle, In areas where shotguns have been used, the nolse of a muzzle

loading rifle will not be obtrusive to nearby farm and ranch reslidents,

3. The maximum range of a roundball projJectile fired from a rifled
muzzleloader is no greater than the maximum range of a same-sized
roundball fired frow a shotgun or smoothbore muzzleloader. (Consider
the following comparison of ballistlcs of a .50 callber muzzleloadling

rifle and that of a modern cartridge rifle:

«50 CAL. ROUND BALL, 180 GRAIN WT. Maxlmum Range Approx. 800y
MUZZLE 100 ¥YDS, - 150 ¥YDs. 200 YDS.
VELOCITY 2000 fps 1124 f£ps 920 fps 793 tps
DROP 0.0 inch =7 1in. =19 1in. -41 1in.

.308 WINCHESTER, 180 GRAIN JACKEDED BULLET Max. Range App. 4100 yd

MUZ7LE 100 YD3. 200 YDS.
VELOCITY 2600 ips 229G fps 2170 fps
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> S8 255
March 14, 1985

Senators and Congressman

Re: House Bill 255

My name is Steven A. Knoll and I am here opposing Senate Bill 255.

I am representing hunting district area 170. I have in my possession 120 signatures,
addresses and over 16,160 acres controlled by these landowners in area 170. Each of
these 120 individual landowners oppose this legislation.

My partner, Neil Jacobson and I, personally met with the landowners whose acreage
totals over 14,000 acres. Therefore, we have heard exactly what these people's
feelings and thoughts are about this bill.

Many of the landowners expressed they will close their property to all hunters if
this legislation is passed.

A few reasons stated to us why the landowners oppose this bill:
Muzzleloaders having a round projectile have a bad reputation for
ricocheting. Many barns and homes have rifle holes which cause

nervous and very angry homeowners and landowners.

Area 170 is much to highly populated for any long range
rifle.

Fires have resulted from these firearms.
Numerous farmers and ranchers have lost livestock to rifles.
They feel bringing the muzzleloaders into area 170 (their

area) would cause more losses.

Out of 123 landowners reached, only 3 failed to sign our petition. The reasons
stated:

One landowner has a real deer problem, but refuses to let
anyone hunt on his property.

The second wants the right to hunt deer with any kind of
rifle.

The third favored muzzleloaders being an owner of one
himself.

I feel this kind of balance, 120 against 3, proves to no shadow of a doubt, this
legislation should not be passed.



In conclusion, Senate Bill 255 is very harmful for hunter-landowner relations.

I impress upon you not to allow this bill to be passed, for it is definitely

against landowners will.,
/}::Z7k You

STEVEN A. KNOLL
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Bill #255 3°14-85"
"The Muzzle loader" B5ill 56 2595

I the undersigned am a resident/landowner in hunting district 170, the Flat-
head River bottom shotgun -- archery district. 1 do not support blll #255 and
would like to see it defeated. 4 muzzle loading rifle of any caliber would pose
too great a threat to life and property in this concentrated housing area and

could damage sportsman -- land owner relations.
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Bill #255
"The Muzzle loader" Bill

I the undersigned am a resident/landowner in hunting district 170, the Flat-
head River bottom shotgun -- archery district. I do not support bill #255 and
would like to see it defeated. A muzzle loading rifle of any caliber would pose
too great a threat to life and property in this concentrated housing area and
could damage sportisman -- land owner relations,

Signed:
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Bill #255
" "The Muzzle loader" Bill

EYF\IbH’A /D
p. 2
3141485

I the undersigned am a resident/landowner in hunting district 170, the Flat-
head River bottom shotgun -- archery district., I do not support bill #255 and
would like to see it defeated. A muzzle loading rifle of any caliber would pose
too great a threat to life and property in this concentrated housing area and

could damage sportsman -- land owner relations.
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Bill #255
"The Muzzle loader" Bill

I the undersigned am a resident/landowner in hunting district 170, the Flat-
head River bottom shotgun -- archery district, I do not support bill #255 and
would like to see it defeated. A muzzle loading rifle of any caliber would pose
too great a threat to life and property in this concentrated housing area and
could damaze sportsman -- land owner relations,

Signed:
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Bill #255
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"The Muzzle loader" Bill

I the undersigned am a resident/landowner in hunting district 170, the Flat-

head River bottom shotgun -- archery district,

I do not support bill #255 and

would like to see it defeated. A muzzle loading rifle of any caliber would pose
too great a threat to life and property in this concentrated housing area and

could damase sportsman -- land owner relations,
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Bill #255
"The Muzzle loader" Bill

I the undersigzned am a resident/landowner in hunting district 170, the Flat-
head River bottom shotgun -- archery district, I do not support bill #255 and
would like to see it defeated. A muzzle loading rifle of any caliber would pose
too great a threat to life and property in this concentrated housing area and
could damaze sportsman -- land owner relations.

Signed:
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Bill #255
"The Muzzle loader" Bill ' 3’“""467

I the undersigned am a resident/landowner in hunting district 170, the Flat-
head River bottom shotgun -- archery district, I do not support bill #255 and
would like to see it defeated, A muzzle loading rifle of any caliber would pose
too great a threat to 1life and property in this concentrated housing area and
could damaze sportsman -- land owner relations.
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Bill #255 3 ’14'148{

"The Muzzle loader" Bill

I the undersigned am a resident/landowner in hunting district 170, the Flat-
head River bottom shotgun ~- archery district., I do not support bill #255 and
would like to see it defeated. A muzzle loading rifle of any caliber would pose
too great a threat to life and property in tiis concentrated housing area and
could damage sportsman -- land owner relations.
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Bill #255 P
"The Muzzle loader" Bill ’ 3"4"485/

I the undersigned am a resident/landowner in hunting district 170, the Flat-
head River bottom shotgun -- archery district. I do not support bill #255 and
would like to see it defeated., A muzzle loading rifle of any caliber would pose
too great a threat to life and property in this concentrated housing area and
could damage sportsman -- land owner relations,

Signed:
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Bill #255
"The Muzzle loader" Bill

I the undersigned am a resident/landowner in hunting district 170, the Flat-
head River bottom shotgun -- archery district. I do not support bill #255 and
would like to see it defeated, A muzzle loading rifle of any caliber would pose
too great a threat to life and property in this concentrated housing area and
could damage sporisman -- land owner relations,

Signed:
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Bill #255
"The Muzzle loader" Bill

I the undersigned am a resident/landowner in hunting district 170, the Flat-
head River bottom shotgun -- archery district, I do not support bill #255 and
would like to see it defeated, A muzzle loading rifle of any caliber would poss
too great a threat to life and property in this concentrated housing area and

could damage sportsman -- land owner relations,
Signed:
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Bill #255
"The Muzzle loader" Bill

I tne undersigned am a resident/landowner in hunting district 170, the Flat-
head River bottom shotgun -- archery district., I do not support bill #255 and
would like to see it defeated. A muzzle loading rifle of any caliber would pose
too great a threat to life and property in this concentrated housing area and
could dimaze sportsman -- land owner relations,

Signed:
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Bill #255 p -
"The Muzzle loader" Bill 3—}4-]‘?6‘.}

I the undersigned am a resident/landowner in hunting district 170, the Flat-
head River bottom shotgun -- archery district, I do not support bill #255 and
would like to see it defeated. A muzzle loading rifle of any caliber would pose
too great a threat to life and property in this concentrated housing area and

could damage sportsman -- landi owner relations.
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Bill #255
"The Muzzle loader" Bill

I the undersigned am a resident/landowner in hunting district 170, the Flat-
head River bottom shotgun -- archery district. I do not support bill #255 and
would like to see it defeated, A muzzle loading rifle of any caliber would pose
too great a threat to life and property in this concentrated housing area and

could damaze sportsman -- land owner relations,
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Bill #255
"The Muzzle loader" Bill ‘4’1199

I tne undersigned am a resident/landowner in hunting district 170, the Flat-
head River bottom shotgun -- archery district., 1 do not support bill #255 and
would like to see it defeated., A muzzle loading rifle of any caliber would pose
too great a threat to life and property in this concentrated housing area and
could damaze sportsman -- land owner relations,
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Bill #255
"The Muzzle loader" Bill

I the undersigned am a resident/landowner in hunting district 170, the Flat-
head River bottom shotgun -- archery district, I do not support bill #255 and
would 1llke to see it defeated, A muzzle loading rifle of any caliber would pose
too great a threat to life and property in this concentrated housing area and
could damage sportsman -- land owner relations.

Signed:
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Acres controlled: O

ArE Begr

Na-e: Q)cxb'\ e AR ™

address (0 & (oA A D/\":Vo { B m%&ﬂuz )

Acres con=roiied: O

:Gafe: ‘Qua/y«a [/)/]¢ J,,,Ct;,\/t /ﬁ ‘ o
Adaress/,d;‘/j- &AWLO:, b/l'}‘#'/j‘% AJ//Z‘;/’/ML /}/C Jﬁu

Acres controlled: D)

.7

. 7 ;' N, e
hanme: \-—3’/(,{/'( é’ < v' ._Yd/xu ./
Adiress: /¢ VS Costera At .

2

Acres conzrolled:
7 .

Name: 9%@6(1 C-OYW’\' . .

aidress: G0 G Compnd Ariv

Acres coatrolied: L0 ACr€s

nane: D%" 10 ej M d”
Address; 3 s p)”"t/

Acres conzrolled: l{

=/

N 5 ooy e/
S (O lee P Lo

e [ lrief Cllfanden i bheh Gllalne

U S
b N 1 N ) (,‘ \
hddress:s ) , L s ;‘/(/'// . ,{-/PL//{

e

Acres controlled; D,



Exhibit $10

Bill #255 a0
"The Muzzle loader” Bill 4-4- 1155

I the undersigned am a resident/landowner in hunting district 170, the Flat-
head River bottom shotgun -- archery district, I do not support bill #255 and
would like to see it defeated. A muzzle loading rifle of any caliber would pose
too great a threat to life and property in this concentrated housing area and
could damage sportsman -- land owner relations.
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Exhibit #)
3.4-1985
9.3 o 265

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED LANDOWNERS AND/OR LEASEES OF LAND IN

" DEER AREA 444 AND 404, ARE AGAINST H.S. 255, BLACK POWDER
BILL.
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The .50 Cal. Hawker

Barrel Length: 2¢
Cap Size: Rem. #1

B .490 Round Ball
Powder o Grs, F.P.S
FFG 50.0 1355
FFG : - 60.0 1435
F%G 70.0 " 1645
FEG 80.0 1840
FFG 90.0 1950
FFG 100.0 2050

“Slugger” Rifled Slugs
5lugge’ Remington rifled slugs have the hol-
low point and the solid downrange
+ performance every slug hunter needs.

1 GO
Remti- Available in 12, 16, and 20 ga. (our

410 is a standard round-nose slug).

“SLUGGER” RIFLED SLUGS :

Order Slug Wt.  Velocity (fps) Energy-FP

Number Gauge  Shell (oz.) Muz. 50Yds Muz. 50Yds

SPI2RS-5PK 12 2% HP 1 1560 1175 2364 1342

SPIGRS-5PK 16 2#"HP s 1600 1175 1990 1075

SP20RS-5PK 20 2% HP % 1580 1240 1515 934

SPAIORS-5PK 410 24" s 1830 1335 650 345




3-14-1985
6.BYE 3oz

SB 302
Testimony presented by Jim Flynn, Department of Fish, Wildlife & Parks

March 14, 1985

The department appears in support of SB 302. There is the possibility
of a safety hazard should a person, under current law, use the right-
of-way for shooting - particularly if the shooting were to be to harvest
an animal within the right-of-way.

The committee should consider legislation it has already approved
allowing the handicapped to shoot from motorized vehicles. It may be
necessary to establish some coordinating language between the two bills.



5.

1.

B.

197 (Amend 3rd reading copy)

Page 3, line 11.

Following: is

Insert: '62 years of age or older as provided in 87-2-801,"
Following: ''87-2-803"

Insert:; ","

Exh.bit+
3-14-1985
$.8.411)




VISITOR'S REGISTER

HOUSE FISH AND GAME COMMITTEE

BILI, SENATE BILL NO. 255 DATE 3-14-85

SPONSOR SENATOR GALT
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IF YOU CARE TO WRITE COMMENTS, ASK SECRETARY FOR LONGER FORM.

WHEN TESTIFYING PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WITH SECRETARY.

FORM (S~



VISITEZS' REGISTER
COMMITTEE

BILL NO. 5/16 255 DATE 5’/'7/'85/

SPONSOR

NAME (please print) RESIDENCE SUPPORT |OPPOSE

<\;¢ Cohrtoon Holow 02! PO %

-+

IF YOU CARE TO WRITE COMMENTS, ASK SECRETARY FOR WITNESS STATEMENT FOE

PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WITH SECRETARY.

CS=-33



VISITOR'S REGISTER

HOUSE FISH AND GAME COMMITTEE

BILL SENATE BILL NO. 302 DATE 3-14-85

SPONSOR SENATOR GALT

NAME RESIDENCE REPRESENTING SUP- OoP-
PORT | POSE
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IF YOU CARE TO WRITE COMMENTS, ASK SECRETARY FOR LONGER FORM.

WHEN TESTIFYING PLEASE LEAVE PREPARED STATEMENT WITH SECRETARY.

FORM CS~-33



