MINUTES OF THE MEETING
BUSINESS AND LABOR COMMITTEE
MONTANA STATE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

February 25, 1985

The meeting of the Business and Labor Committee was
called to order by Chairman Bob Pavlovich, on February
25, 1985 at 7:30 a.m. in Room 312-2 of the State Capitol.

ROLL CALL: All members were present with the exception
of Representative Schultz, who was excused by the
chairman.

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 39: Hearing commenced on House
Joint Resolution 39. Representative Red Menahan, District
#67, sponsor of the bill, stated Burlington Northern has
reduced its property taxes by 6 million dollars in one
year and that a reduction of 4.3% in coal freight rates

of Burlington Northern would cause a revenue reduction
equal to the reduction of revenue to the State of

Montana from a reduction in coal severance tax. We are
asking Burlington Northern to do what we in Montana are
doing, added Representative Menahan.

There being no proponents or opponents to the bill, the
representative was excused by the chairman and the hearing
on House Joint Resolution 39 was closed.

ACTION ON HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 39: Representative
Driscoll moved DO PASS on House Joint Resolution 39.
Representative Hansen seconded the motion. Represen-
tative Brandewie moved to amend on page 2, deleting lines
3 through 9 and added that we are asking the Burlington
Northern to absorb our reduction. Representative Kadas
explained that we are asking them not to absorb our
reduction. Representative Brandewie withdrew his motion.
Representative Simon asked if this resolution is necessary
since Representative Winslow's resolution has passed and
stated that 6 million dollars is not a tax break. Rep-
resentative Bachini suggested both resolutions be sent to
the senate and allow them to work these into one resolu-
tion. Representative Ellerd moved to amend on page 1,
striking lines 22 through line 2 on page 2. The motion
did fail with 9 members voting ves and 10 members voting
no. Representative Kitselman moved to amend on page 2,
line 4, striking easily. The motion did pass unanimously.
Question was called to Representative Driscoll's DO
PASS motion. The motion received a 10 to 10 vote. House
Joint Resolution will be sent to the house floor WITHOUT
RECOMMENDATION.
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ADJOURN: There being no further business before the
committee, the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 a.m.
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