MINUTES OF THE MEETING
STATE ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE
MONTANA STATE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

January 22, 1985

The meeting of the State Administration committee was called
to order by Chairman O'Connell on January 22, 1985, at 9 a.m.
in Room 317 of the State Capitol.

ROLL CALL: All members were present with the exception of Rep.
Pistoria, who was excused and Chairman Sales, who was testifying
as sponsor of a bill being heard in another committee.

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 176: Rep. Bardanouve, District #16.
testifying as sponsor of the bill, stated that as bills are
received and the cash flow is not sufficient to cover their
payment, notes are issued by the Department of Administration to
compensate. He said the interest paid on the notes has histori-
cally been a little less than the investment pool earns and the
bill would allow statutory appropriation of funds necessary to
pay the expenses of issuing such notes.

Rep. Bardanouve explained the expenses were $48,000 on $38 million
issued or less than one-tenth of one percent and that it is
difficult to determine when a note may be issued or the amount of
expense involved. He said an appropriation of appvoximately
$50,000 appears to be necessary, although that amount may vary
somewhat and provided a copy of amendments proposed by the
Department - (Exhibit #1).

PROPONENTS: Mr. David Ashley, Deputy Director, Department of
Administration, stated the purpose of the bill is to give the
Department statutory authority to pay the costs of short term
borrowing techniques.

There were no other proponents of the bill and no opponents.

DISCUSSION OF HOUSE BILL NO. 176: Rep. Smith asked if the
practice described in the bill was already in use. Rep.
Bardanouve replied it was, but the Department is presently

acting only upon a legal opinion, thus the need for authorization
of the Legislature.

Rep. Nelson asked if the notes were similar to a revolving fund
in function. Rep. Bardanouve replied there were not, that it
is only a one-time placement of note proceeds to the general
fund, and likened the large volume of printing done by the
Department of Administration to a revolving fund.

Rep. Fritz asked how the notes were being issued presently.

Rep. Bardanouve replied the Department of Administration removes
enough funds to make payment, based upon a legal opinion as
referred to earlier.
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Rep. Bardanouve closed without further comment.

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL NO. 190: Rep. Earl Lory, Dis trict
59, sponsor of the bill, said it was requested by the Depart-
ment of Administration's Building Codes Divisionm in a effort
to strengthen enforcement of building codes, and reduce
violations.

PROPONENTS: Mr. Jim Kembel, Administrator, Building Codes
Division, Department of Administration, stated the bill would
allow issuance of notices to violators to appear in court and
authorize county and city attorneys to prosecute such violations.
He said the bill would also require a permit prior to con-
struction, a new fine from $150 to $500 and violation fee equal
to the permit fee, in order to force compliance for those who
violate building codes. Mr. Kembel explained his Division is
presently slow in gaining compliance and the goal of the bill
is to obtain compliance at the earliest possible stage of con-
struction when violations are easier to correct, in addition

to protecting lives, cutting property losses, preventing urban
sprawl, promoting safety and encouraging fair competition.

Mr. Kembel cited examples of violations discovered in (1) a bar
and restaurant with seating capacity for 600, in which the roof
and walls sagged after completion because of structural de-
ficiencies; (2) a bar, with a capacity limit of 300, having
major problems in the roof, floors and foundation for which
construction was halted by the county attorney: (3) a health
club, whose fate is now in the hands of the county attorney,
since the building was constructed without a permit and the
Division subsequently had no legal authority to investigate the
matter, although the owner is seeking the help of a licensed
designer to save the building.

Mr. Kembel told committee members current enforcement methods
are costly to the agency and the consumer, and not as efficient
as they could be.

Mr. Dennis Fullerton, Hamilton, President of the State Plumbing
and Heating Contractors Association reminded committee members
that owners of structures constructed in violation of building
codes suffer serious problems.

Mr. Bill Verwolf, City of Helena, told the committee the City of
Helena supports the bill, and in particular sections 1l(a) and
1(b), which relate to knowing and willful violators.

Mr. H.S. "Sonny" Hanson, Montana Technical Council and Association
of Design Professionals, stated his support for section 1l(b) to
increase fines for design violations.
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There were no opponents of House Bill 190.

DISCUSSION OF HOUSE BILL NO. 190: Rep. Jenkins asked if it
were possible the health club alluded to by Mr. Kembel might
not actually be in violation of the building codes. Mr.
Kembel replied the problems are evident and he can only assume
ther e may be others, based on this premise.

Rep. Moore stated she was concerned with the amount of time
elapsed between the time an application for a permit is made
and when it is actually issued. Mr. Kembel replied the
Division is totally self-supporting and experienced a drop in
income this past spring, which led to delays in issuing permits
but this situation is anticipated to improve.

Rep. Campbell asked what the Division's recourse is when there
are insufficient funds available to perform necessary functions.
Mr. Kembel replied there are only two inspectors who travel
80,000 milesper year; however, the Division attemots to not delay
projects pending inspections.

Rep. Cody asked what qualifications were required for inspectors.
Mr. Kembel replied the Division looks for both construction

and inspection experience. Rep. Cody then asked how long it
takes to issue a permit. Mr. Kembel said the Division tried
issuing permits within 2-4 weeks and found it to be impossible,
adding that those who make no attempt to apply for a permit

are the problem.

Rep. Nelson asked if rural areas were the source of the majority
of problems. Mr. Kembel replied they were and said originally,
13 communities were working with building codes, while pre-
sently there are 56, as Butte-Silver Bow is the only community
organization doing its own inspections.

Rep. Phillips, referring to page 2, line 25, asked what fees

are charged for a permit. Mr. Kembel replied permits are issued
on a sliding fee schedule, based upon the cost of the structure,
with a lesser rate for higher values.

Rep. Jenkins asked if the permits covered only public buildings.
Mr. Kembel replied they cover everything except 1-4 plexes,
private storage and garages, which are covered by cities and
counties.

Rep. Lory closed, stating his concern was with public buildings
where safety factors are critical.

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL NO. 167: Rep. Tom Asay, District
#27, testified as sponsor of the bill, which was requested by the
County Treasurers Association to provide alternate dates for
registration of snowmobiles and boats. He said the bill was a
simple one and recommended amending out any reference to
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snowmobiles on lines 5 and 6, line 7, section 23-2-618 and

line 8, section 23-2-619. Rep. Asay continued with page 8,
line 16, deleting December 31 and reinserting June 30; page 9
line 17, deleting December 31 and reinserting June 30; page 10,
section 7, deleting the second paragraph or lines 16-20; page
10, line 13, changing March 1 to May 1.

Rep. Asay said the bill would then only change registration
dat es for motor boats and if left as proposed, would affect
anyone buuing a new snowmobile in the fall, adversely for
registration purposes.

PROPONENTS: Mr. Charles Graveley, County Treasurers Association,
said the Association would accept the amendmentsproposed for
snowmobiles although they would prefer the bill in its original
state.

There were no otherproponents of the bill and no opponents

DISCUSSION OF HOUSE BILL NO. 167: Rep. Phillips asked the reason
for the bill. Mr. Graveley replied current motor boat registra-
tions expire on April 30 of each year when the Treasurers are
busiest with personal and real estate property taxes; that they
wanted to move registration to a slower period of the year,

which would also provide them with the income from boat
registrations 4 months earlier.

Rep. O'Connell asked if the snowmobilers were happy with the
proposed amendments. Mr. Bob Bushnell, President of the Montana
Snowmobile Association replied that the Association is satisfied.

Rep. Petérson asked what the registration year is for boats.
Mr. Graveley replied it is May 1 through April 30 for boats and
July 1 through June 30 for snowmobiles. He also stated that
there is no penalty for failure to register.

Rep. Asay closed without further comment.

Chairman Sales told those present the bill would be considered

as amended by the sponsor; however, should additions or changes
become necessary he would allow opportunity for same before taking
executive action on the bill.

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL NO. 196: Rep. Jan Brown, District
#46, sponsor of the bill, read from a prepared statement
Exhibit #3, which stated the purpose of the bill is to allow
political subdivisions to dispense with nonpartisan primary
elections in certain circu mstances. Rep. Brown said had such
a law been in effect it would have saved the City of Helena

an expenditure of $7,000 for an unnecessary election in 1983.
(Exhibit #4)
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PROPONENTS: Mr. Blake Wordal, City Commissioner, Helena, told
committee members he was a candidate in the election referred

to by Rep. Brown and supports the bill for the sake of larger

cities in the state who have nonpartisan primary elections.

He said the city of East Helena was able to avoid an election

at the same time, since its population is less than 10,000.

Mr. Alec Hansen, Montana League of Cities and Towns, stated his
support of the bill, which he said would save dolalrs for about
7 cities in Montana. He said Havre, Anaconda, Missoula and
Butte are the few cities who have partisan primary elections.

Mr. Bill Verwolf, City of Helena, told the Committee only a
few more than 1060 voted in the 1983 nonpartisan parimary election,
at a cost of approximately $6 per person.

Ms. Sue Bartlette, Lewis and County Clerk and Recorder, stated
her support of the bill and said only 7% of registered votores
turned out for the 1983 primary compared to approximately 23%

in other elections. She told the committee that city primaries
are held in September of odd numbered years and as the general
election is held in November, there would be no longer delay in
presenting voters with the issues, should a primary election not
be held.

There were no other proponents of the bill and no opponents.

DISCUSSION OF HOUSE BILL NO. 196: Rep. Fritz asked Rep. Brown if
the governing body of a city would be in a position to determine
that an election need not be held, if all of the candidates were
unopposed. Rep. Brown replied they would.

Chairman Sales told Ms. Bartlette he was confused about the two
primary dates. Ms. Bartlette replied primaries are held in

June during even numbered years and in September during odd
numbered years.

Rep. Harbin asked what would happen if a school bond issue were
on the ballot during such a primary. Mr. Verwolf replied the
bill allows an election to be held by resolution of the city.
Rep. Brown closed her presentation of HB 196.

The Committee then went into executive session.

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL NO. 196: Rep. Harbin moved that HB
196 DO PASS. Rep. Nelson seconded the motion. Motion CARRIED
UNANIMOUSLY.

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL NO. 167: Rep. Nelson moved that
HB 167 DO NOT PASS, AS AMENDED, seconded by Rep. Fritz.

Rep. Cody said she would vote in favor of the bill if there
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was some penalty for failure to register a boat or snowmobile,
but could not see the sens of the bill as it is written.

Rep. Phillips commented theremay be some merit in the bill for
a change in registration dates.

Rep. Harbin requested suspending action on the bill pending
further receipt of additional information.

The motion made by Rep. Nelson FAILED with nine members voting
"no" and 8 members voting "aye". Rep. Pistoria was absent.
(See attached Roll Call Vote Sheet)

Rep. Phillips moved that HB 167 DO PASS, AS AMENDED, seconded
by Rep. Compton and passed with 11 members voting "aye" and 6
members voting "no". Rep. Pistoria was absent (See attached
Roll Call Vote Sheet}).

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL NO. 190: Rep. O'Connell moved that
HB 190 DO PASS, seconded by Rep. Fritz.

Rep. Cody stated she was concerned with the quality of inspections
being made now. Rep. Harbin stated he was against the bill

as cities have only parttime staff attorneys and building in- 0
spectors and the bill would give them too much authority.

Rep. Moore made a substitute motion that HB 190 DO NOT PASS.
Rep. Jenkins seconded the motion. The substitute motion passed
with Rep.s O'Connell, Fritz and Garcia abstaining from voting.
Rep. Pistoria was absent.

DISPOSITION OF HOUSE BILIL NO. 176: Rep. O'Connell made a motion that
the Committee ADOPT THE AMENDMENTS proposed for HB 176, seconded

by Rep. Harbin. Motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. Lois Menzies, Staff
Researcher will prepare the amendments.

Rep. 0'Connell then moved that HB 176 DO PASS AS AMENDED,
seconded by Rep. Harbin and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. .

There being no further business before the Committee, the meeting
was adjourned at 11:10 a.m.

]
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(Type 1in committee members' names and have 50 printed to start).

DAILY ROLL CALL

State Administration COMMITTEE

49th LEGISLATIVE SESSION -- 1985
Date /QQ éz /9@

NAME PRESENT ABSENT EXCUSED

Chairman Walter Sales

V-Chairman Helen O'Connell

Campbhell, Bud

Compton, Duane

Cody, Dorothy

Fritz, Harry

Garcia, Rodney

Hayne, Harriet

Harbin, Raymond

Hollicay, Gay

Jenkins, Loren

Kennerly, Roland

Moore, Janet

NMelson, Richard

Peterson, Ilary Lou
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Phillips, John

Pistoria, Paul

[

Smith, Clyde

Please attach to minutes. 34
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"2n Act Strengthening Enforcement Cf The State Ruilding, Plumbing,
and Electrical Codes; Making Certein Violations Misdemeancrs an?
Setting Fines and Penalties Therefor; Ruthorizirg State and Local
Puilding Inspectors to Issue Notices to 2ppear to Violators;
Authorizing County 2ttorney, The Attorney GCeneral, City and
Municigal 2Zttornevs, an< 2ttorneys of the Devartment of
Administration to Conduct Prosecutions of Violators; Zmending
Section 58-68-116G, MCA; and Providing an Effective Date."

The proposed bill provides the following enforcement authority.
1. Ruthorizes state and local building inspectors to
issue notices to appear to violators, for all codes,
in city court or justice of the peace court.

2. Authorizes countv attcrrevs, attorney general, state
and local attorneys to do the prosecution.

2. Fecuires permits to be chtalned »nrior tc commencenant
cf the worl authorized bv the permit,-

4. Sets a finc of S50 to &85(CC.

£, Sots an investigation fee eacual to the permit fee.

Currently, the lepartment enforcement methods consist of public.
cooveration, inijunctions and misdemeanor charges. 2ze methods
are slow in caining compliance and buildings can be comnleted
without ever complying. Corrections after-the-fact are very
costly and legally troublesome. The goal is to obktain compliarce
at the earliest possible stage of construction when they can be
more easily corrected and less costly.

The benefits derived from code compliance are:
1. Life-safety of building occupants is protected.

2. Building owner's investment is prctected by having a
better cuvalitv building.

3. Frcocmerty losses due to fire and structural failure
are greatlv reducead.

4. Urban sprawl 1is recduced by discouracing those persons
wishing tec build outside a municirvality's
juriscdiction to avoid comwlwving with the codes.

5. Tncourages fair comnetition between contractors bv



recuiring them a1l to builild to the same standard.

The fcllowing cxamples are just a few of many that have bheen

experienced that demonstrate the need.

1. Rar/Pestaurant - The buildino has a capacity of 657
cupants. The building was constructed without
‘equate plans and obtalning the required permit
rior to construction. During construction the
roject was discovered by the Department and
tructural deficiencies that could result in massive
failure cf the rocof and some of the sxterior walls
were pointed out. The failure cculd hav; resulted in
injury and even death of building occupants

0. Q
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Fven though warned about the deficiencies, the
contractor and owner continued to build without the
reguired permit,

Shortly after the intericr finish was applied the
building did-in fact commence to fail structurally,
with very noticeable deflection of the roof and
movement of exterior walls showing. The failure
resulted in after-the-fact corrections that in

L

themselves da not assure the building will not
experiaence Futux@ nrobleme.,
Z. Rar - Thé building has a 208¢ nerson plus canacity,

The roof, wall and floocr structural svstems have
highly cuesstionakle load carrving canacity. The
Department disccvered the construction well under way
without the recuired rnermit. The owner continued to
build in spite of warnings to stop until the county
attorney became involved. At this point the building
construction has arpeared to be abandoned and only
half built.

As currently constructed, the building could
experience a major structural failure, which could
cause injury or death.

3. Athletic Club - The Department discovered the
building at an advanced stage of construction without
the recguired permit. Since nothing has been

submitted, we have very few details concerning the
building. ‘

The owners have icnored all notices from the
Devartment., It is now completed and occuried. Ve
have no idea 1if the building is safe structurally or
fire wise. The case 1s now in the hands of the
county attornev.

4. Sheop rtuilding - Th
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ithout a permit, recuested assistance from the
epartment. The building was shrwina definite
tructural failure immediately after the owner moved
nto the buildinc, The owner was instructed to
retain a licensed designer to prepare vnlans for
correcting the structural system and submit them for
review.
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5. BRar/Restaurant - The building has an occurant load
capacity of 15¢C. The owner retained a 1licensed
designer to prepare vlans for the building. After
obtaining the Departrent's approval, the owner
constructed the buildinag differently than shown on
the approved plans. While the Department was
attempting to obtain compliance and shortly after the
building was opened it experienced a serious fire
which caused much damage to the building. Since one
of the violations was the lack of a proper fire wall
on the property line, it was only through a concerted
effort of the fire department that the adjecining
preperty was not extensively deamaged. )

As can be seen from the above examples, the hazards to life-safety
and the chances of suhstantial »nroperty losses demand adecuat
enforcement authoritwv. The current erfsrcement authority 1
cumbersome, does not allow rapid enough resvonse time and i
costly beoth to the enforcement agency and consurer.

D
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The greater the extent of noncompliance, the greater the risk to
life-safety, prcooerty loss, and the liability of the governmental
agency enforcing the codes

(§%)
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House Bill 196
State Administration Committee

1/22/85
CE3</H/:£>X1L'L:?

Mr, Chairman and Members of the Committee:

For the record, I am Jan Brown, House District 46, Helena,

House Bill 196 amends the current law allowing political subdivisions
to dispense with nonpartisan primary elections in certain circumstances.
The law now only allows political subdivisions with a population of
10,000 or less to do this, and my bill deletes the 10,000 population limit,

I submitted this bill in response to an editorial in the Helena
Independent Record after the City of Helena held a primary election on
Tuesday, September 13, 1983 in which we had so few candidates that none
of them were eliminated from the November ballot,

There were only 7 pecople on the ballot for the 4 open positions --

4 for the 2 available City Commission seats; 2 for Mayor, and only 1 for
City Judge.

Our County Clerk and Recorder Sue Bartlett has given me a copy of
the bill for the election, and it cost the City of Helena $7,022,00
to hold this election that decided nothing;

We in the larger cities would like to have the same right as do
the towns of less than 10,000 population so that we may dispense with
a non-partisan primary eledtidn when it would decide nothing, I'd ask
for your support for House Bill 196,

Thank you,
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THE CITY OF HELENA, Dr.

TO___ _Clerk and Recorder, lewis and Clark County

MAILING ADDRESS Raom 113, City-County Building

All claims against the City of Helena, Montana, must be fufly itemized, showing the purchase order number,

EXhibit of |

05560 Jon. 22, )ags

-

department ordering merchandise, date of service, or work periormed, and be certified, or they will not be allowed i
for payment. Do not attach your own Bil Head. The City is sxempt trom payment of federal excise tax. i
Date of Service Purchase Order Number 7
Augusth HELENA i
Sept. 115 982 _CITY PRIMARY FELECTION
Office Personnel S 2500 0 §
Election Dav Personnel 3408 D0 «
Advertising 287 0 p
Printing 540 DO %
Postage : 55 0
Election Supplies __252 po
PRIMARY SUBTOTAL $ 7,022 0
QSSeBETT  1da: CITY GENFRAT ELECTION e
Qffice Personnel 1414 0
Election Day Personnel _ 4368 PO
Advertiging : 281 0
DISCOUNT
TOTA.

I certify that this claim is correct and just in all respects, and that payment or credit has not been received.

Date ,7//5/5/1/ - Payee

&

i

Corporation Company or indvidual

A K
Sign Here N L7¢¢ Lo ZTet? Title

it Representing Corporahier ¢+ Company

(This certificatiorn Need Not Be Venhec by Athdavih




Yy u Ul \egnesday, September 14 —4A , .
— Cxhib't s

s Jan &32,/985
Primary election W8 19

law is nohsense

The City of Helena held an election Tuesday, and (
most of us — more than 93 percent of the registered ‘
voters, in fact — elected not to show up. :

You hardly can blame-us, un- . e
American as that might sound, [BENEESSEEENNN
because the city’s primary elec- ) o
tion was meaningless. A

After all, the basic idea of a -
primary election is to pare the
number of candidates down to a
workable size for the general AN

election

Trouble is, Helena’s slate of - l R
candidates already was pared - y
down. There were so few can- V'EW
didates that nobody was - i
eliminated from the November .
ballot; all them still will be there in the general
electxon asking for our votes all over again.

, Meanwhxle lucky Helena taxpayers got to pay an
estimated $6,900 for printing primary ballots and
hiring election judges. s

Things were different back in 1979 (the year Rich
Brown was elected mayor) and in 1981 (when eight
candidates fought for four general-election ballat
places). A primary election was needed, back then,
and the turn-out, although never gigantic for
Helena primary elections, showed it. Compared to
thi: year’s 7 percent primary turn-out, the turn-out
was 30 percent in 1979 and 23 percent in 1981. +°

The question naturally arises: Why did we have
to have this year’s primary at all? Why didn’t we
just cancel it?

That’s what East Helena did. East Helena’s Cxty
Council, recognizing that nothing would be gained
by having primary election, voted to junk it.

But Helena didn’t have that option. :

State laws governing non-partisan elections man-
date cities to hold primaries. The statutes add,
however, that a city with 10,000 or fewer people
hmal\g ctancel its prlmary if there isn’t any reason to

old it. .

So, while small cities are allowed to act rational-
ly, Montana’s bigger cities are stuck with an elec-
tion whether they need one or not.

Maybe the Legislature thought it was trymg to
save small towns money. Maybe it thought little
cities don’t have important elections. Maybe it
didn’t think it could trust us city slickers. Or
maybe, as is usual in such cases, it Just wasnt
thinking at all. i

Short of going to court to fight the silly law an
action that could cost more than the election 1tself
what can we do?

We can hope our legislators are hstemng, that’
what. g

Surely, somewhere among the hundreds of new
laws that will be proposed during the next

' legxslatwe session, they can find room for a bill giv-
ing city folks the same rights enjoyed by thelr
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HR 490

extra. Qo
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2T YT MTIA M T AN
CF O EDMINISTRATION

"rn Ect Strenagthening I'nforcement Of The State Ruilding, Plumbing,
anc EFlectrical <Code aking Tertain Violations !Misdemeancrs and
Setting Fines and Pe:alties Therafor; puthorizing Stats and Local
Puilding Inspectors to Issue MNotices to Appear to Violators;
2Zuthorizing County 2ttorney, The Attorney General, City and
Municipal Zzttorneys, and 2ttorneys of the Department of
2dministration to Conduct Prosecutions of Viclators; 2mending
Section 5£-6%-11G, MCA; and Providing an Effective Date."

The provosed bil} provides the following enforcement authority.
1. 2Zuthorirces state and lcocal building inspectcrs to

issue nctices tc appear to violators, for all codes,
in city court or Jjustice of the peace court.

z. Authorizes countv attcrrevs, attorney general, state
and loceal attorneys to c¢oc the prosecution.

2. Fecuires rvermits te he obtained »rior to commencement
cf the vork authorized by the rermit.

4, Sets a Zinc of S50 to 8500,

6. S2ts an I“VCCtluntion fee ecual to the permit fee.

Currently, the Fepartment enforcement methods consist of rublic
cooperation, injunctions and misdemeanor charges. These methods
are slow in gaining compliance and buildings can be coempleted
without ever complving. Corrections after-the-fact are very

stlv and legally troublesome. The goal is to obktein compliance
at the earliest possible stage of construction when they can he
more easily corrected and less costly.

The benefits derived from code compliance are:

1. Life-safety of building occcumants is »rotected.
2. Euilding owner's investment is protected by having a

better QUallty building.

3. Proverty losses duve to fire and structural failure
are greatlv reduced.

4. Urban sprawl is reduced by discouraaing those persons
wishincg to build ouvtside a municiralitv's
juriscdiction to aveid comrlving with the ccies.

5. Tncouraces falr comnetition hetween contractors bv



recuiring them all to build to the same standard.

lowing examnles are just a few of many that have been
ce e

& that dameonrnstrate the nree

'

f). (') i))

r/Pestaurant - The building has a capacity of 6&5(
cunants. The building was constructed without
'ecuate plans and obtaining the required permit
srior to construction. During construction the
yroject was discovered bv the Department anid
structural deficiencies that could result in massive
failure of the roof and some of the exterior walls
were pointed out. The failure cculd have resulted in
injury and even death of building occupants

o]
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Fven though warned about the deficiencies, the
contractor and owner continued to build without the
reguired permit.

Shortly after the intericr finish was applied the

building did in fact commence to fail structurally,

with very noticeable deflection of the roof and

Tovenent of exterior walls showing. The failure

esvlted in after-the-fact corrections that in

tbemse]ves dc not assure the building will not
' 1~ -~

euneriznce future nrcechlem

2

)]

5 has 2 200 vperson plus canacitv,
and flocr structural svstems have
w2V akles locacd carrving capnacitv. The
Department discovered the construction well under way
without the reculred pernmit. The owner continued to
builcd in spite of warnings to stop until the county
attorneyv became involved. At this point the building
construction has appeared to be abandoned and only
half built.

As currently constructed, the building could
experience a major structural failure, which could
cause injury or death.

Athletic Club - The Department discovered the
building at an advanced stage of construction without
the recuired permit. Since nothing has been

submitted, we have very few details concerning the
building.

The owners have ignored all notices from the
Department. It is now completed and occcurnied., Ve
have no idea if the building is safe structurally or
fire wise. The case is now in the hands of the
county attornev.

N

hep Puilding - The owner of a shoo building, built

r
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out a permit, recuested assistance from the
rtvert. The build ding was showing definite
ctural failure imxrediately after the owner moved
the bhuildinag, The owner was instructed to
tain & licensed designer to prepare plans for
recting the structural system and submit them for
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Rar/Bestaurant - The building has an occupant load
capracity of 150, The owner retained a licensed
desianer to prepare plans for the building. After
chtaining the Departrent's approval, the owner
constructed the building differently than shown on
the approved plans. while the Department was
attempting to obtain compliance and shortly after the
building was opened it experienced a serious fire
which caused much damage to the building. Since one
of the violations was the lack of a proper fire wall
on the property line, it was only throvgh a concerted
effort of the fire department that the adjeining
property was not extensively damaged.

(8]
.

25 can be seen from the above examples, the hazards to life-safetvy
and the chences of substantial »nronerty losses demand adecuate
enforcement autheritv. The current enforcement authoxity is.

cumbersome, does nct allow rapid encugh response time and is ,

stlyv both to the enforcement ag\ncy and consuner,

The aresater the cxtent of noncomvliance, the ogreater the risk to
life-safety, proverty loss, and the liability of the governmental
agency enforcing the codes ‘
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