MINUTES OF THE MEETING
NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE
MONTANA STATE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

January 18, 1985

The meeting of the Natural Resources Committee was called
to order by Chairman Dennis Iverson at 3:00 p.m. in Room 325
of the State Capitol.

ROLL CALL: All members were present.

HOUSE BILL 81l: Rep. Orval Ellison, sponsor of HB 81, opened
the hearing on that bill, stating that the move to have
Maiasaura peeblesorum (the duck-billed dinosaur) named the
state fossil is "in dead earnest." The area near Choteau
containing fossilized evidence of the dinosaur is a "worldly
significant f£ind" with potential for increasing tourism in
the area as well as vastly increasing scientific knowledge
about dinosaurs, he said.

Ben Veach, of Livingston, presented the committee with a box
of petitions and letters from more than 7,000 supporters of
HB 81.

Michael Hager, Director of the Museum of the Rockies in
Bozeman, spoke to the committee about the exploration near
Choteau, calling it "one of the most important sites ever
discovered." He said that official recognition of the sig-
nificance of the site would increase tourism potential and
provide a focus for scientific study in the public schools
of the state. He presented a slide show to the committee
showing artists' renderings of how the duck-billed dinosaur
might have looked, and explained how the fossilized evidence
found in Montana has changed traditional scientific theories
about dinosaurs. The Montana site, he said, has provided
the first evidence that dinosaurs lived in herds, cared for
their young, tended their eggs and carried their tails above
ground when walking.

He noted that maiasaura peeblesorum has been found only in
Montana, and that three new species of dinosaur have been
discovered in the same area.

William Melton, curator of the fossil collection in the
University of Montana geology department, testified that
Montana has some of the most spectacular dinosaur finds
in the world.
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Lester Sunvison of the Yellowstone Gem and Minerals Society
in Livingston told the committee that he travels around the
United States every vear visiting significant fossil sites,
and that the Choteau site is a potential tourist attraction.

Representatives of several rock clubs spoke in favor of the
bill, including Glen Gustafson, Bozeman Natural and Earth
Sciences Club; Reuel Janson, Hellgate Gem and Mineral Society;
Stephanie Steinberger, Helena Mineral Society; Sarah Walker,
Ben Veach Junior Rock Club; Don Warfield, Billings Gem and
Mineral Club.

The sixth grade classes at Livingston Middle School, 1led
by Mrs. Helen Peterson, presented testimony in favor of HB 81. -
More than 130 students combined to sing songs in honor of the
duck~-billed dinosaur and present petitions gathered from
school children around the state. Individual testimony, in
the form of statements, poems, songs and stories was given

by Damien Sieler, Sherri Brooks, Shad Durgan, Melissa Mills,
Matt O'Hara, Aaron Palmquist, Jary McKinney, Elaina Berglin,
Kim Cavey, Stephanie Cey, Tawnya Kinne, Ramona Conrad, Dwight
Herauf, Courtney Lewellin, Angie Martz and Jess Melin.

No opponents spoke against HB 81.

In questioning by the committee, Rep. Addy asked Dr. Hager
if there was any assurance that the fossils obtained at the
site near Choteau would stay in Montana. Dr. Hager said
that no such assurance exists.

In answer to further questioning, Dr. Hager said science has
not been able to determine the growth rate or life span of
dinosaurs, but fossils found at the site in Montana may make
such determinations possible.

EXECUTIVE ACTION: Rep. Raney moved that the committee pass
HB 81, and received a second from Rep. O'Hara. The bill was
passed unanimously with a voice vote.

There being no further business before the committee, the
hearing was adjourned at 4:15 p.m.

A

. N
NIS IVERSON, Chairman
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MAIASAURA FOR STATE FOSSIL

Montana is a state rich in its natural heritage and proud of itt That“Naturally
Inviting” fact is used to promote the “Treasure State” and yet, not many of our
own citizens realize just how significant Montana is in its prehistoric heritage.
Over the past few years, Curators from the Museum of the RockKies have spoken
to numerous school and adult groups around the state. When asked “have you
ever seen real dinosaur fossils?” the answer is generally “yes.” When asked
“where?” the reply is usually -“Minneapolis, Denver, New York, or Los Angeles.”
When asked where those dinosaurs were collected, many are puzzled. They,
like other Montanaresidents are genuinely amazed whentold thatmany of these
spectacular fossils were collected in Montana.

Recently, Jack Horner, Curator of Paleontology at the Museum of the
Rockies discovered a “World Class” dinosaur site near Choteau, Montana that
contains eggs, babies, juveniles, adults and even embryos of a duck-bill
dinosaur found only in Montana. This find, the only one of its kind anywhere in
the world, has literally changed the way the world views dinosaurs. Because of
this spectacular Montana find, we now know that some dinosaurs traveled in
herds, cared for their young, and were probably warm-blooded. The dinosaur
was named Maiasaura peeblesorum which means “good mother dinosaur” in
honor of the Peebles, a long time Montana ranch family. The news of this
discovery has been featured in newpapers in many U.S. and foreign cities as
well as The Wall Street Journal, Scientific American, The Weekly Reader, People,
Discoverer, Esquire, National Geographic, the ABC news program 20/20, the
McNeil/ Lehrer Report, the childrens science program 3, 2, 1, Coritact, as well as
features on the Canadian and British Broadcasting Companies and in many
other media reports.

Designating Maiasaura peeblesorum the Montana State Fossil would be of
great educational and promotional value. Instruction units, publications, and
Museum exhibits will be prepared for Montana schools as well as fortheresident
and visiting public to help make them aware of a unique Montana resource.

Children and adults of all ages are fascinated with dinosaurs. Maiasaura
will provide the focus for an in-depth natural history lesson for our people and
will be a point of pride when we teach others.
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The students wrote and illustrated children’s stories in 6.3/

Reading class. These stories were on a beginning reading
level. They would like to share a few with you.

1. STONER
By: Ezra Lunde

Once upon a time a Mother Maiasaura had a newborn baby;
his name was Stoner. Stoner was very happy to finally get
to see the world. He jumped and gave his mother a big
hug.....BOING. But he missed.....PAF!

Soon his mother went shopping to buy some toys for him.

When she came back, she had a remote control airplane. Once
he saw the plane, he hopped on the plane and flew away. He
flew, and flew, and flew till he was in China meeting

Chinese dinosaurs. One of his favorite Chinosaurs was
Wimpslop Chung. .

"I can’t find it," said Wimpslop Chung.

"Find what?" .asked Stoner.

"My mother," said Wimpslop Chung.

Meanwhile, Stoner’s mother cried. Stoner was sad too
because he missed his mother, but he didn’t want to leave
Wimpslop Chung because he had no mother.

Soon Stoner had an idea. It was: bring Wimpslop home
with him. So he did.....

Soon they arrived back at Stoner‘s home (which was
Montana). His mother greeted them and adopted Wimpslop.
His mother alsoc had three brand-new jet airplanes. They got
in them and explored the world together. And that‘s how
dinosaurs covered the earth.

2. THE RESCUE
By: John Robinson

Once upon a timz there was a mother dinosaur called the
Maiasaura. She had a nest with some eggs in it. “"All of a
sudden she heard an egg crack. She esxid, "1 must get my
babies some food." So she went toc get some food,.

When she returned one of the babiec was gone. The
footprints led into the swamp. The mother dinosaur followed
the footprints. The swamp was big and was full of strange
dinosaurs. The mother dinosaur followed the footprints out
of the swamp into a cave. She went into the cave and saw
nothing.

But then she saw a small hole big enough for her baby
to fit through. ©&he went around and saw the hole she saw in
‘the cave. The mother dinosaur saw a big, big dinosaur with
her baby. She wondered how she could rescue her baby.



- Pt -
b2 Chmildi % oy

Then she got an idea. She went to the big dinosaur’s
cave and Knocked on his door. Out came the big dinosaur and
said, "What do you want?" )

The mother said, "Follow me."

So he did.

Then they started walking. After a minute the mother
dinosaur jumped into the air. The big dinosaur Kept walkKing

and fell into a pit. The mother laughed at him for being so
dumb. She went into the big dinosaur’s cave and saved her
baby.

The mother and baby dinosaur came home and right then
the other egg hatched.

3. BABY DINO AND HIS FAMILY
By: Melissa Gehlhausen

One day, a long time ago, there was a necst. Inside the
nest, there was a dinosaur egg. A few days went by. After
about two days, the dinosaur egg hatched!

"Oh, Mommy, I‘m so happy," said baby Dino.

Baby Dino had twelve sisters and twelve brothers. Baby
Dino was the last one born.

Dino’s mommy said, "Baby Dino, you and your twenty
four brothers and sisters can go outside and play, but just
remember, stay away from the cave!"

"OK, Mommy, we will stay away from the cave,” said
Baby Dino.

The next day Baby Dino and his twenty four brothers and
sisters weren‘t home! Their mommy was worried because mayrbe

a big dinosaur Kidnapped them! Mommy dincsaur went cutside
to see where they were, she looked and looked, and looked,

but she could not find them! So, she went ocver & hill, and
there they were! Mommy was very happy now.

Her little baby dinosaurs were-all in a lake swimming
and having fun. Mommy said, "Children, come here."

All of the babies came running to their mom, "0Oh

Mommy, we went swimming yesterday, and we didn‘t Know the
way home, so we just stayed here, we were so scared!”

Mommy dinosaur told them, "“Don‘t ever go somewhere
without telling me where you’re going!"
The twenty five baby dinosaurs and Mommy dinosaur lived

happily ever after!

4. THE LOST MAIASAURA
By: Lari Berlin
Once upan a time there was & Maiasaura named George.

He was always getting in trouble. One day George was
playing hide and seekK with the other little dinosaure and he
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went so far into the forest that he got lost. George was so Oazygﬁ
scared he didn’t Know what to do. So he said, "Maybe if I
stay right here someone will find me." So he -waited and

waited and waited. Still no one found him.

It was starting to get dark so he thought that he would
spend the night there. The next day, he saw another
dinosaur coming towards him. "Fred," he yelled, "boy, am
I glad to see you."

"What are you doing here? Your parents have been

looking all over for you," said Fred.
"1’m lost," George said.
"Well, I can get you out of here," Fred said.

"OK," Fred said.
So the little dinosaurse started back, but they were

going the wrong way. After a long time, George said, "Are
you sure that were are going the right way?"
Fred said, "I don’t Know. I think we are going the

right way."

So they went on deeper and deeper into the forest.
After a while, they stopped to eat some leaves off of a
tree. On they went. When they stopped to get a drink of
water, a voice behind them asked, "Who are »ou?"

When they turned around, they saw that it was a
Tyrannasaurus Rex. George said, "I‘m George and this is
Fred. Who are you?"

"1“m Mike," said the Tyrannasaurus. "What are you
doing here? The Maiasauras live hundreds jof miles away."

"I was playing hide and seekK with the other dinosaurs
and I got lost," said George.

"And I came by and found him,* <said Fred.

"Then he said that he Knew the way home and took us the

wrong way, so here we are," said George.
"Well, I can show you the way home tomorrow, but I have
to go home now to eat dinnner," said Mike.

So Fred and George went to eat some leaves. It was
dark by the time they finished eating so they went to sleep.
In the morning, they went down to whsere they met Mike., He
wasn’t there yet, so they sat down to wait. A little while
later MiKe said, "Are you ready to go?"

"We guess so." So off they went. After they had been
walking for a long time, Fred asked, "fre we almost there?"

"We will get there tomorrow," said Mike. They stopped
to have lunch and on they went. They walked and walked and
walked. Finally it was time for bed, so they went to sleep.
George and Fred were very tired.

In the morning, MIke had to wakKe them up. They were
hungry so they ate some breakfast. They were very excited,
because they were almost home. So Mike pointed the home and
said, "I have to go back to my home now so just go straight
ahead."

George and Fred ran all the way home. When they got
back to their jparents, they were so glad to see each other,
and they lived happily ever after.
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5. THE CAVEBABY AND THE DINOSAUR PrRs

By Gina Hardy

There once was a dinosaur named Egor. Egor was a baby
duck-billed dinosaur. He was very lonely because he didn‘t
have any friends.

One day when Egor was gqoing for & walk, he heard
someone crying. Egor followed the noise, it seemed to be
coming from a hollow tree. Egor peeKed inside the tree. He
was very surprised to see a cavebaby. When the cavebaby saw
Eqor he was so frightened that he stopped crying. Egor
asked the cavebaby why he had been crying.

The cavebaby said, "I‘m lost! 1 was picking berries
when all of a sudden, I saw a butterfly. 1 started to
follow it and now I don’t Know where I am."

Egor told the cavebaby that he’d help him find his way
home. Eqor was trying to think of a way to find the
cavebaby‘s house when he noticed a small set of footprints.
He grabbed the cavebaby’s hand and started to follow the
footprints. They followed the footprints for a long time.
Egor was starting to think about turning back, when all of a
sudden, the cavebaby yelled, ‘"Look!"

Egor looked where the cavebaby was pointing. He saw
the cavebaby’s basket. Egor asked the cavebaby if he Knew

the rest of the way home. The cavebaby said yes, but he

wanted Egor to meet the rest of the family. Egor went home

with the cavebaby and met his parents. Eqgor was never 3
lonely again because now he had a friend. “é

6. THE DINOSAUR IN TOWN
By: Shawn Smith

Once there was a dinosaur who was called the Maiacsaura.
One day he ended up in town, so he decided to look around.

While he was walKing, he met a dog.
He walked up to the dog and said, "Hi." The dog looked %
up and ran away.
He walked farther and he saw a cat. He walked over to
the cat and said, "Hi." The cat squealed and ran away.
The dinosaur wondered what was wrong. Then he saw &
lady. He went up to her and said, "Hello." But the 1lady

screamed and ran away.

So the dinosaur went back to the woods and went to
sleep. When he woke up, he saw a little bor. He walked
over and said, "Hi."

The little boy said, "What’s your name?"

"My name is Maiasaura," said the dinosaur.

The little boy said, "Can I have a ride?"

The dinosaur said, "Sure, where to?" @

The next day, when the dinosaur woke up, he was at »
someone’s house. Just then, someone came out of the house. .
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It was the little boy. The Maiasaura walked over and said, , -
"Good morning." Qé%ﬁﬁ
Just then someone else came out of the hpuse and said,
*Dinosaur, This is your new home,"

7. THE TROUBLED DINOSAUR
By Teresa.Morano

Once there was a mother dinosaur and she was going to
have babies. AIl she ever did was sit and watch her eggs.
One day, the mother dinosaur saw cone of the eggs jump. Then
another one, and another one. Soon she had little duck-bill
dinosaurs running all over. Except for one...Harvey...

Harvey Jjust sat in the corner of his next thinkKing
about what he should do. Harvey’s mother went over to see

him, and asked, "What’s wrong, Harvey?"

Harvey just sat there and said nothing. The mother
dinosaur went over to the other babies and said, "We won”t
take Harvey to play, he’s very, very sick!" Harvey watched
them go. Then he shouted to them, "What shall I do if a
big dinosaur comes along?" But his mother didn’t hear him.
She did not care.

Harvey started talking to himeself, "UWhat if I can’t

get any food, or I can’t get past & big dinosaur, or I can’t
get to the lake for water?" Harvey then wished that he
didn’“t have so many terrible troubles. Harvey wanted to be
with his mother and all of his brother duck-billed
dinosaurs. His mother mostly, so she could feed him, and
save him from big dinosaurs,

Then Harvey realized he should let his mother take care
of his troubles. "Harvey,” said his mother sneaking up on
him. "You don‘t look very sick to me."

*1 was never sick,” said Harvey as he went back with
his mother to be with his brother duck-billed dinosaurs.
Harvey’s mother took care of all of his troubles and they
have never been apart since.

8. GEORGE, FRED, AND HARRY GET LOST

By: Scott T. Francis

Once upon a time, a long, long time ago...in a dinosaur
colony called Dinoville, there lived three Maiasaura: a
mom, & dad, and a small Maiasaura named Freddy. The small

Maiasasura was nice, so was his dad.

When Freddy was about ten, he and hie friends, Harry
and George, got together to plan something nice for their
parents. They were -talking about different things they
could do. Harry jumped up and said, "I Know, we can give
out parents some wild flowers." George and Harry agreed.
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The three friends set off for the woods to pick some
wild flowers for their parents. They were being very, very
careful because they Knew that a Tyrantasaurus Rex lived in
the woods. When they entered the woods, they thought it
looked safe, but it wasn’t.

When they found some flowers, the three Maiasuara
started picking them. While they were picking the floewrs,
Tyrantasaurus Rex snuck up on them. First they were picking
flowers, and next, they were running their hearts out. They
ran on and on, until they came out on the other side of
woods, far away from their homes.

They were so scared that they almost ran right into a
tar pit. They would have had it, but Harry yelled, "Stop!"
and they all stopped.

The next day the three started home. George had his
trusty compass with him. Within three days, they were right
outside of Dinoville. They stopped where they were and
slept for the rest of the night. The next morning, they got
home and told their parents about their adventures. Their
parents were very glad to see them and hugged them all.

Y. THE DUCK-BILLED DINOSAUR
Br: Tanya Dion

Once there was a dinosaur. His name was Uscar. OUscar
was not like other dinosaurs. He had a bill liKe a duck and
not a normal! nose. All the other dinosaurs laughed at him.
Poor Oscar.

Oscar didn“t have a real maommy or daddy. He was just
living with Dina and Clea. They were normal dinosaurs.
Ogcar didn“t even Know what his real mommy oand daddy looked
like.

Every night after dinner, Oscar would go to his room,
sit on his bed, and wish on the first star he saw. Do you
know what he wished? He wished for a real mommy and daddy
jJust liKe him.

One night after Oscar was done wishing, he heard a

crackling noise. What could it be? It isn’t raining, nor
is it snowing. What could it be? Oscar ran to the front of
the cave. Nothing was there. When he passed Dino’s room,
he heard it again. What was in there? 0Oscar was scared.

When Oscar went in, there by Dina were twenty normal
baby dinosaurs. 0Oscar moped back to his room. Clec came
in. He asked, "Oscar, are you leaving?"

Well, yes. Now that you have baby dinosaurs, you don’t
need me," Oscar said.

"Are you sure," Cleo asKed.

"Wes," replied Oscar.

After Oscar was done packing and had zaid goocd-bye to
all the babies, Dina,, and Cleo, he started for the

mountains. After walking, and walking, and walking, he
bumped into something. What was it? Oscar looked higher

iy )
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and higher. Could it be? Yes, it was! Oscar had found a /%é;ﬁ/
duck-billed dinosaur! Yipeeee!!! /

From then on, Oscar lived with the duck-billed //,a//’;;a’
dinosaurs. All of the duck-billed dinosaurs lived in the
mountains.

10. GECRGE’S JOURNEY
By: Mike Gregory

Once upon a time, there lived a mother duck-billed
dinosaur and her babies. When the mother wasn’t paying
attention, one of ther babies, named George, decided to
wander off.

Now George was scared because he had never been ocut of
his nest before. When he was walking, one dinosaur said,
"Get back to Your nest or you’ll get stepped aon." Another
time, he almost got stepped on. George Kept on going on.

He started walking into the Jungle of Mo Return. He
started seeing signs saying: NO TRESPASSING. Finally, he
came to a sign that said: TOO LATE NOW!

George started getting tired, so he found a place to
sleep. All of a sudden, some big plante starated
surrounding George. The plants said to him that they would
have to throw him into a volcano which is hot.

Then George said, "Throw me in the volcano, but
please, don’t bring me back to my nest!"

One plant said, "I think he doesn’t want to go back to
his nest, so let’s take him back to his nest."

A lTittle tater, back at his nest...his mom was standing
there waiting for George. She saw that the plants had
George and she got mad. She said that she would eat the
plants if¥ they didn’t let George go. 5o they let George go
and he lived happily ever after with his mom.

11. JOE’S FRIEND

By: WVance Lochridge

One day a long, long time ago, Joe was walKing down a
hill and he saw a nest. The nest was full of eggs. He was
really hungry so he took one. He ran to his house as fast
as he could. When Joe got home, he started a fire so he
could cook his egg. Before he could cook his egg, it
started to crack., A little head peeKed out and said,
“Where am 172"

Joe said, "You are in my house."

It said, "What are you?"

"1‘m a person, what are you?" Joe said.

The baby said, "I think I’'m a Maiasaura."

"“That is too hard to say,
you Fred."

said Joe, "so I will call
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“OKay," said the baby. Y

The two had lots of fun together. Joe thought that he
would have him forever.

Back at the nest, the mother Maiasaura was very
unhappy. She really wanted her baby back. )

Joe saw that the baby was getting bigger and bigger.
He was eating almost everything in the whole house. This
made Joe mad because he had to get the foed for him.

Suddenly, he heard a big stomping sound and a big foot
crushed the top of his house. It was mean Harry, a
Tyrannosaurus and it was about to eat them. They ran out of
the house and they ran and ran and ran, but mean Harrya was
faster than them. The mommy Maiasaura was right behind
Harry. &She ran so fast to save her baby. She grabbed a big
rockK and threw it at mean Harry. It hit him and he went
running off. .

The mother was happy that she found her baby, but Joe
was lonely, So he went to live with them and they lived
happily every after.

12. WHERE IS MY MATASAURA?
By: Damien Seiler

One sunny day, John was digging on the Peeble Ranch.
He was digging and digging until the sun was high in the

sky. He hit something, he reached down and felt something
very hard. He picked it up and pulled it up, and pulled it
out. It was a bone. He did not know what Kind of bone it
was, so John went to his father. His father did not Know
what Kind of bone it was, so he went toc his mother. John‘s
mother did not know waht Kind of bone it was, so he went to
a scientist. The scientist said it was a Maiasaura, a

duck-billed dinosaur.
John went back to where he was diqging and pulled up
another bone, and another, and another, and another. He put

all the pieces together and had a great big dinosaur, he
called it the Maiasaura Peeblesorum, in honor of the
Peebles.

He dug again, and had a baby dinosaur.

John laid down to sleep. While he was dreaminhg, he saw
a baby Maiasaura. He looked around, his mother was not
there. The baby went out of its nest to look for its
mother. He came up to a big dinosaur and asked, "hAre »ou
my mother?"

“No, I am not," he replied,.

The dinosaur came up to the fly and asked, "Are you my
mother?*

The f1y said, "No, I am not."

The baby asked a fish, "Are you my mother?"

The ficsh said, ."How could I be your mother, 1 am &
fish." The baby went on.
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The baby sat down to think, "if a big dinosaur is not L¥up:l i7 -
my mother, a fly is not my mother, and a fish is not my )
mother, whao can be my mother??" /%6'5/

The dinosaur went to sleep as he grew tired, and when 7472%{/
he woKe up, he found himself in jhis nest with his mother. e
He was happy! '

13. THE LONELY BABY DUCK-BILLED DINCSAUR
By¥: Shellie Speer

A long time ago, there was a baby dinosaur named SpooK.
SpookK didn’t have any brothers or sisters and was very
lonely and sad. He cried a lot about not having brothers or
sisters to play with.

Spook qot very bored, and didn‘t want anything to eat
or drink. His mother got very worried about him, and stayed
wi-th him day and night. OQOther duck-bills brought them fcod,
but couldn’t bring water. But Spook wouldn’t eat.

One day, the doctor came and gave SpcoK & shot., The
shot made Spook scream and cry more than ever.

When Spook woKe up, he was hungry and thiresty. His
mother askKed him if he wanted to go to the lake and get some
water., He said, "No." So his mother went to the lake to
get some water, feeling bad for leaving her son.

But soon....he went to sleep. ©&She left him alone for a
while and went walKing in the woods. When she got back to
the nest, SpooK was sleeping under a hig leaf. When she got
back, Spook began crying.

She wanted to cheer him up, so she asked him if he
wanted to play catch. He did. They plared until dark,

Then Spook went to bed and fell asleep quickliy.

The next morning, when Spook woke up, he felt better.
But he was really hungry and thiresty. Hiec mother askKed him
if he would go to the lake with her to get some water. He
said he would go. At the lake, they drank a lot of fresh
water., Then they ate some +food.

On their way back from the woode, Spaok saw a
duck-billed dinosaur that was about his size, hiding behind
a bush. Spook told his mom that it would be great to have a
friend since he didn’t have any brothers or sisters.

When they were by the other dinocsaur, Spook said,

"What is your name?"

The other dinosaur said, "I am Spike. Who are you?"

Spook said, "I‘m Spook and this is my mom."

Then Spook asked, "Where do you live?"

SpiKe said sadly, "I don‘t have a home or a family."

So Spook and his mother took Spike to be a san and =
brother. Spook was happy to have someone to play with and
to got for walks with., Spook and Spike were always
together. Even if they were laughing, cry¥ing, running, or
Just sitting. Spook and Spike and their mother were happy
" from that day on.



14. THE DINOSAUvaITHOUT A& NAME
By: Matt O07Hara

One day, Farmer Peeble‘s son, named Jeff, went down in
a field on his dad’s farm. Boom! He tripped on something
sticking out of the ground! "I wonder what that could be,"
Jeff asked himself.

"It’s & dinosaur bone," he said, " "it’s sticking out
of the ground! I wonder what Kind of dinosaur bone it is,"
he asked himself,

He got all excited, he wanted to tell his mother and
father what he had found. "Eeek!"™ he screamed. He had
fallen into a big hole he didn“t Know was there., Down,
down, down he fell, he was falling deeper and deeper, and
faster and faster. He began to get scared!

“Ch, no," he yelled, "what is going to happen to
me?!" Just then, Kerplop! He had just fallen right on top
of a big, huge dinosaur! The mean dinosaur roared liKe
crazy, he was mad!

Jeff said, "What is going to happen to me? I have to
get off of this dinosaur before he eats me." Then he jumped
off of the mean dinosaur and ran and ran as fast as he
could.

Meanwhile, a lang way from Jeff, was a big dinosaur.

She had just laid a pile of eggs in a nest. She was very
hhappy that ehe had so many eggs. "Help me! Help me!"
cried Jetft+.

The mean dinosaur was still chasing him! The mother
dinosaur saw Jeff, and right behind him was the mean
dincsaur, trying tc eat him! The mother dinosaur said,
*Why, that mean dinosaur can’t eat that swweet little boy!"

Just then, che jumped to her feet and roared her
loudest. "RCAR'" It scared the mean dinosaur so much that
he ran away.

Jeff said, "Oh, thank you, oh, thank you for saving
me ! I am lost. I fell in a hole and landed here. 1 don‘t
Know where I am."

"Well, don’t worry, I will take care of you and.you
will be very good friends with my new babies," she said.

"Boo, Hoo, Hoo," <she started to cry.

"What’'s wrong?" asked Jeff.

"Boao, Hoo, | am sad because I don“t have a name," she
said. :

"Don‘t j;worry, when I get home, 1711 ask the State
Legislators to give you a name," said Jeff.

"Thank you," <she said,

"EeeeeceeeceeKik!!'!'!'" he screamed. He had fallen into
another big hole! He fell deeper and deeper. "Help me,"
Jeff caid.

Just then, Boom! He fell right on top of the big oak
tree in his back yvard. "I’m home, I‘m home!" he »elled.

But then he remembered that he had promised the mother
dinosaur that he would ask the State lLegislators to give her

a name! So he rode his bike all the way to Helena and asked
them to give the mother dinosaur a name. The State
Legislators said, "Yes, we will call her Maiasaura

Peeblesorum. And Jeff lived happily ever after.
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