
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
RULES COMMITTEE 

January 17, 1985 

The meeting of the Rules Committee was called to order bv 
Chairman Jack Ramirez on January 17, 1985, at 2:45 p.m. in 
Room 312-1 of the Capitol Building. 

ROLL CALL: Roll was called with all members present. 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 3: The meeting opened with a discussion 
of SJR-3, with a statement by Sen. Fred VanValkenburg. Sen. 
VanValkenburg stated that the Senate had changed the transmittal 
deadline for revenue bills from the 50th day to the 70th days 
of the session. That change is reflected in SJR-3, Section 
6-34, p. 34-35 (Third Reading, 2nd Printing copy). 

Although there is 'some question about whether that change was 
mistakenly printed in Section 6-34, the Senate is in general 
agreement that a 70-day transmittal deadline is appropriate, 
and that body could better seve the citizenry with, a 70-day, 
rather than a 50-day transmittal period. 

Sen. VanValkenburg stated that although a negotiated comnromise 
was possible, he urged the ~ouse to accept the 70-day period 
noted in the amendment to SJR-3, which occurred late last 
session. 

Rep. Ramirez asked if Sen. VanValkenburg was suggesting that an 
incorrect cite-- not noted an an amendment by underlining would 
have the effect of changing a statute. Sen. VanValkenburg 
replied that he did not want to get wrapped up in a lawyer's 
argument over the issue, but rather was requesting that the 
House view this instance as an opportunity to agree that a 70 
day transmittal period would serve the state better. Ue also 
stated that he was not prepared to say the change was mistakenly 
made. 

Discussion on SJR-3 closed and Chairman Ramirez opened discussion 
on HB-9 and HJR-3. 

HOUSE BILL 9 and HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 3: Both measures were 
introduced by Rep. Ralph Eudaily at the request of the Legislative 
Council. Both set out provisions for instances when statements 
of intent must accompany legislation. 

Bob Pyfer, staff attorney for the Legislative Council, explained 
that the measures clarify the Legislative History Act by pro­
viding an explanation of when a statement of intent is required 
to accompany a bill. The measures provide that if new language 
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in a bill refers to the adoption and enforcement of rules, a 
statement of intent must be attached. H~-9 and HJR-3 do not 
affect the prerogative of a committee to add a statement of 
intent to any bill. 

OTHER BUSINESS: Rep. Dennis Iverson asked the committee to 
consider the situation of the Select Committee on Water ~arketing 
created by the 48th Legislature to study and propose a "water 
package" during this session. Rep. Iverson explained that the 
committee had been made up of eight members, but only 4 of those 
members had returned to this session. He requested direction 
from the committee on how the water committee could complete 
the business before it in the absence of a quorum. ~hat business 
includes the payment of outstanding bills, signing off the 
committee's final report, and meeting to consider suggestions 
proposed by DNRC and the Governor's office. 

Upon discussion and research, the committee determined that 
Mason's Manual indicates that when vacancies occur in a 
committee, a quorum will consist of a majority of the remaining 
members. The committee voted unanimously to adopt that inter­
pretation of Mason's rules. A copy of these minutes will serve 
as a letter from the Rules Committee to the Joint Rules ~ommittee 
reflecting the decision to abide by that interpretation. 

Ed Smith, Chief Clerk of the House, then asked the committee 
to consider the question of whether amendments should remain 
attached to a bill when thE? bill is pRssed for the day followinr: 
second reading. Smith explainE:d that there is no consistency 
in the House now; sometimes amendments are stripped from bills 
before the next day's session, and sometimes amendments remain 
attached to bills. 

Rep. Harper moved that any properly made motion to amend, pro­
perly passed, would move with that bill, whether on the floor 
or in committee. 

Rep. Marks noted that in the absence of a clear rule, ~ason's 
prevails. Section 938 applies in this case. rhe committee 
interperted Section 398 of Mason's to allow amendments to 
remain attached to a bill, and Rep. Y.eyser moved to adopt the 
committee's interpretation. 

Rep. Marks moved to postpone consideration of the matter until 
determining the Senate procedure in similar situations. Ue 
was told that the Senate strips amendments, and withdrew his 
motion. 

Rep. Brown moved that if a bill comes up as amended and goes 
over to another day, all amendments be stripped and the bill 
be considered anew the following day. 

Rep. Ramirez stated that discussing and acting on amendments 
is cumbersome, and that having amendments travel with a bill 
could save a considerable amount of time. 
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Reps. Keyser and Brown withdrew their previous motions, ann the 
committee considered the motion made by Rep. Harper that all 
amendments properly made and approved in the committee of the 
whole, action committees, and standing committees remain 
attached to the bill throughout further action. 

All members voted in favor of the motion except Rep. Brown. 

The committee took up executive action on SJR-3. 

Rep. Marks moved to amend the Resolution to hold the deadline 
for Senate transmittal of revenue bills to 50 days, rather t~an 
70, reinserting the language stricken by the Senate. 

Rep. Marks suggested that the committee request a report on the 
history of the issue, to determine what rules the House must 
operate under. He requested a written report from the Legis­
lative Council. 

The committee unanimously passed Rep. Mark's motion to amend the 
resolution to its,previous form, limiting the transmittal date 
to 50 days. 

Robert Person, research director for the Legislative Council, 
told the committee that he viewed the 70-day provision as an 
error. 

Rep. Ramirez said that for the time l)(:~Tlg, the E, 'use would operate 
under the assumption that the old rule, of a 50-day transmittal 
period, will hold. 

The committee began executive action on HJR-3 and HB-9. Rep. 
Brown moved to pass both measures, citing the intended elimina­
tion of unnecessary paperwork. 

Rep. Vincent moved to pass both measures, and all voten in 
favor of that motion except Rep. Keyser. 

Upon motion of the chair, the meeting was adjournen at 4:30 p.m. 
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__________________ R_U_L_E_S________ CO~~ITTEE 

49th LEGISLATIVE SESSION 1985 
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Rep. Jack Ramirez ..-/ 

Rep. Hal Harper ..-/ 

Rep. Kelly Addy / 

Rep. Dave Brown 
./-

Rep. Kerry Keyser .,./ 
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Rep. Jack K. Moore /' 
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I 

I 

I 

I 
I 
I 

I ! 

CS-30 



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

••••••••.•••.• ~~.~ •.• ~~ .......................... 19' ••• ~.~ ... . 

MR ......... ~ ................................. . 

We, your committee on ......................... §. .................................................................................................................. . 

having had under consideration ................. ~ ... ~~~ .................................................... a.No ... .1 ......... .. 

--====-___ reading copy ( Yellow) 
color 

Respectfully report as follows: That ................................ ~~~~~.~~.!~ ............................... Bill No ...... ~ .. ) .. . 
be _Jaded, aa follows, . 

Page S, following line 11 
lnaertl -UW SEC1'IO!~. Rl-S. After an a..onJaent to .. bill has beeA 

adopted In ... COSIl1ttee or cosd.ttea of the wbGtle, ~ 
a.maadllant adhere. to the bill Wltil it 1. X'«IOvod by a 
apecif1c actJ.on of the caa.i t~4Ht or unt.11 f.i.nal dJ.8poa1 tion 
of the bill by the ~ittee.· 

and .a ._ade4, 
DO PASS . 
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STATE PUB. CO. 
Helena, Mont. 

Chairman. 

, 



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

....................... f.g~ ... 11 ................. 19 .... 1.$. .. . 
• .,.lofl ,: 

:';', 

MR ....... ~~ ................................... . 
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or _fore tlle 70tll day unl.e.a t.vo-thirda of the _-.r. pz •• ent aJW YOUng in the Senate det.enti.ne 
tbat. a\ICh aD _D4Meat. ... y _ tzanamttod after 
~ 70tll clay.· 
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STATE PUB. CO. Chairman. 
Helena, Mont. 
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MR ...... ~ ................................... .. 

We, your committee on ........................... ~ ................................................................................................. ~ ............ . 

having had under consideration ......................... ~q ... ~.~ ... !~!Q~~L ......................... _, No ... ~l ......... .. 
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STATE PUB. CO. Jack ibudrez Chairman. 
He'ena, Mont. 




