
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

January 16, 1985 

The meeting of the Agriculture Committee was called to order 
by Chairman Schultz on January 16, 1985 at 3:05 p.m. in room 
317 of the State Capitol Building. 

ROLL CALL: All members were present with the exception of 
Representative E11erd who was excused by the Chairman. 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL NO. 148: Representative Rex 
Manuel appeared before the Committee as sponsor of the bill. 
He explained to the Committee that this bill has a little 
change on it and all it is doing is putting in a 6-hour 
training program ins~dof 100 training credits. This applies 
only to the private applicators that need to recertify their 
special-use permits. 

PROPONENTS: Representative Gene Ernst, Co-sponsor of the bill, 
urged the committees' support. He stated that farmers do not 
like bureaucracy. 

Ross Fitzgerald, who is from Power, Montana and the Vice­
President of the Montana Grain Growers Association, testified 
in support of House Bill No. 148. He stated that allowing 
a producer to meet the recertification requirements by attend­
ing one update meeting imposes less burden on both the pro­
ducer and the county. Not only is it easier and less expen­
sive for a producer to attend one meeting, but it is less costly 
for counties, as they must provide the extension personnel for 
the meetings. There also appears to be no reason that all of 
the pertinent information cannot be provided to applicators at 
one meeting. (His testimony is attached hereto) 

Representative Devlin stated he supports this bill. He ex­
plained to the committee that he participated in a county 
field tour where each person sprayed a patch of weeds. He 
made the statement that he learned more on the tour than he 
learned in a classroom. 

There were no opponents present. 

Keith Kelly from the Department of Agriculture testified 
neither in support nor opposition to the bill. He explained 
to the committee that the criteria for pr1vate applicators 
requires knowledge in seven specific areas and to meet the 
criteria applicators must follow the guidelines. There are 

~. a number of ways a private applicator can obtain the needed 
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recertification training credits. A brief summary of these are: 

1. Extension educational workshops 
2. Spray check program 
3. Crop protection clinics 
4. Research Center field days 
5. County field tours 

If a private applicator does not attend training during the 
5 year requalification period, he has the option of taking 
a graded written exam. Mr. Kelly also stated that if train­
ing was required only one time during a 5 year cycle it would 
be possible to go 9 years b'etween training sessions. (Exhibit 
B is attached hereto) 

Representative Manuel closed his presentation of the bill. 

DISCUSSION OF HOUSE BILL NO. 148: Representative Cody asked 
if the training sessions apply to all credits. Mr. Fitzgerald 
replied by saying that some sessions do and some don't. 

Representative Devlin asked what the difference was between 
credits and hours. Mr. Gary Gingery from the Department of 
Agriculture informed the committee that credits are obtained 
by participating in courses offered by the Co-operative Ex­
tension Agency. Every course an applicator attends over a 
5 year period he receives credits as long as it meets the 
criteria. 

Representative Rapp-Svrcek asked how they arrived at six 
hours. Representative Manuel said they felt they could put 
on a very effective class in this amount of time. 

There being no futher questions the hearing was closed. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Representative Ellison moved the bill DO PASS. The motion was 
seconded by Representative Keller. 

Representative Spaeth moved to amend the bill. No action was 
taken on the bill pending a Statement of Intent and an amend­
ment. 

Chairman Schultz informed the committee of the meeting on 
Friday, January 18 to act on House Bill No. 148. The committee 
was also informed of the joint meeting with Judiciary and Fish 



HOUSE AGRICULTURE 
January 16, 1985 
Page 3 

and Game Committees on January 22, 1985 at 7:30 p.m. in Room 325 
of the State Capitol Building. 

ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourned at 3:50. 

lb 
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Gerry Devlin X 
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Orval Ellison y' 
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T.orpn ,TAnk-i nc: X 
V~rnon KAllAr X 
Fr.=!nf""ic: Kf")~hnk~ X 
,Tohn P.=!t-t-Arc:;.nn y-
R;nn Pf"'I-F-F X 
Eaul RriT"'lT"'l,C::urf""olr X 
Gary Soaeth X 
Dean Swit7.pr ){ 
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PO. Box 1165 0 750 6th Street s.w: 0 Great Falls, Montana 59403 0 406/761·4596 

TESTIMONY BEFORE HOUSE AG COMMITTEE ON BILL 148 

Hr. Chairman, Hc=mbers (f the Comrr.ittee: 

For the record, r,y I,ame 15 Ross Fitzgerald. I am a small gra1n producer 

from Power, Hontana. al1l also Vice Presid(~llt of tlH~ Montc1Tla Grain Growers 

Association. I woule like to testjfy in support of HOlls£' Bill 148, which 

would revise the pesti( ide trailiillg requirE:r.'ents for [arm applicators. 

The process of tJ <linin~ and certifyinG p~'sticidp applicators, as a "Thole 

has 'vorked out ,veIl, ,xcept in till: .:Jrea of recertification points. That 

process has be(~n som(:wliat cllfllberso"ll,. It 1I;..lS beE'Ii costly bot.h in terms of the 

G.dn,inistration and tLe product.·r. I II 111 ,-if] yea s {' sit h Cl s b L' (" !l log i s tic all y 

This bill uddresses tillS Yloblem. Allowin~ a producer Lo meet the 

r~'cl'rtification requir(~llll'r;tb by ,;tt£'ndin o Oll{' up<intl' mepting ll1ipOSeS less 

burden on both thl' product·r <llId the coullty . Nut only is it easier and less 

• ()until's, as t\II'Y mllst provi<il' Llll' t'xtt'll!)ioll Pl'fSO!)!'] for t.hl'Sl~ llH'I,t illgS. 

Thl'ft, alf-,o ;Jp])I'<1rs to i'l' no rl:aSOll Chill all of tilt, pt'rlilll'llt informatiun 

C ~\ll not b l! P 1" U v i d (~d l u a i> P 1 i C il l (j r:-; ,I tOil {- 111(' t~ till t: • III[ornl;ltion llll Hew 

devclopm(~nts in sc,fl~ty, ;JPIJjication and clll:[IJicals can cl'rtainly bt:! givl'L1 i.n 

one ses s ion. 

It slJould also IJe pointed out that liGGA f,'e1s th£: chemical industry is 

Thl' Y h a v E' 

" stake in sel'illL, that tbt,ir [,rOd'lcts an- applied correctly and sa[t'ly, and 

dre aSSUllllng Iilor~' iJnd IiiOrt' of that It'sponsibility. 

In tlJe illtt'rest of l'conufI'Y "'-I.d efficie:'ncy, without the sacrifice of any 

s"fety, t]lf~ HOlltana Grc:in Crowlrs Association suppurts tbe [J3ssage uf House 

Bill 148. 

MARK RASMUSSEN 
President 

ROSS FITZGERALD 
Vice President 

[lr,'A.", 

HOWARD HAMMOND 
Secretary 

~.kdt,~ 

GREGG HOLT 
TreCtsLirer 

r",I:.t r·,\II. 



'l·LGrtI1JJ6 .. J~~{ O~'l l~O~·JIT.Z\~JA l.)LPL\i.-~rr~·.lL.l.J'T C'l? .t"~~I~ICULT~i\'L 
LIl·:';::C'lCl'~ 1-1:;1'1'11 n~LLY rOf: 
TIlL TtGIUCULTUIU:. CCJllhIT'l'EL 

0;.1 liOUSr.; DILL 148 
I-il.:L.EUl'., ~ .01: rr At J1.. 

",,11 "ct "Co revi sc the rCllu.:llificil t~on trainin(j reSuircn;ents fer 
='ll-r.. ctp~)licators." 

/, .. eLloranUur.l of Understandinlj bet\.;een the l,ontana DepartlLlent of 
.:.sricul turc anu the Ilontana Cooperative~xtension ~ervice t1.1at 
\,Cll"C. into effect in J<J.nuar:; or. EJ,JLl establishes the liontanG. C~':'; 

...is the asency thilt \lill develop and provide training for private 
i,csticiue ai:Jpl iCiltors in Lontana. 

; ... 'lle i·;ontan<J. Pesticide Ac t (and FIF W\) estilb1ishes the 
c(;rt:if~ciltion criteria for privtite applicutors \Jhich rcquil.-es 
.,ncJ\llcuje in seven (7) specific areas • 

.;.. ) :'csts "'DU l'est ~ontrol; ;,.;) Pesticides; J) Lilbels <::.nu 
Lu0L!lin'j; ~r) i\l/l)licu.tion .Lquil~'lient awl 1lixin:; CilCr.1iculs; S) 
L c.::;ticiue ~uiety; G) .L::nv irolll~,ental Concerns; 7) La\IS and 
"i...! '.J uL:.t tions • 

. 0 ... clot "-:'118se criteria, CtUl;lic~tor trilining ;juide1ines Ilavc l.leen 
cstal..>li:';;lel..< u.nd can be sUL1r;"ilri~eu as fol10'.·,'s: 

".'.::ccrt l:' iCil tion 
1 J ~l'iiir~~llS utiered clt least 3 out of 5 yeilrs; 2) 'lrainin(j uust 
.. ;C0 t c-.;rtl iiciltion cri tcri.:l; :3) dust s ubmi t traininrj progr'-lr:; to 
<.!.~ lcus~on coorJiniltor :;:or <:;.~;r,roval 2" duys l.:rior to auvertisin0 
LIe; truiilill c.! \,urKsnef;' 

'~llcrc 6:ce G. oll::,Der ui 1.,<:;':ls by \/ll'icrl il pr i Vu te uL,pl ica tor Ciln 
UDtw.i,: til"; neeueu recertificatio.u trainin<j crcc:i ts. i\ brief 
311;.:l.li.lr~' ui these fo110'.,: 

1) .w;~tc""sioll ~ClucLltionill ·'ior~.sllo!.)S (1/3 credit); to (iUQlii~r 
•. IUst dctVe Cine \'Ol.-l~::';IIOLJ tna"t. i;3 ':} hours lonCj ur that covers .3 
certi:':ic2. tion criteria; or t .. ·10 \lorksllops thil tare .2 hours eac!) or 
U""iil t CUVl~r J ccrtiiiciltiun cr~ teria. ~) ::';Fril~/ chcc}~ i.,ro0ran, 
(1/3 credit) one spra::,' checx Frosr<1ra qualiIies (5-year l;erioci); to 
lu~li =y ;.: ustnavc intor":la tien ur: ~£~I..1 iCQ tiutl cquipw:;nt, 
c<lliJJra tion procedures, eco!lo;;iics ot proper .:l':')l.)lication. J) 
CrG~ "l-ot:.ectiun clinics (1/3 crcuit); to 'iualiiy ~ro<jrc:u.l LIUst ~)e 
;l~'i;rUVi...!U >-".l trainiL'.:J COOr(~illa.tor unci l,roSran :,!Ust incu(~e 3 
ccrtificution critc:ci~. 

, .. ,:cicu1tur.:.J.l .. C",CilrCil ~C::lltcr i.;'icL' .J,lV:' (llw.lii:/ ':01' 

r ~ C l. rt i.L i ca tlun trailuIl';J i i: .l. j ,,:: tC~l'::'; ion u<je 11 t:3 no 11, llc.r. tn c 
~o.l.""0<.,rud; 0) ~. l:o'jr<..L .. c()v,-,r~~ r'':'';''.illl[C([ tr;}ininc; criteria; c) 
'l-U'jl-i.~,," 1.3 ';U .. ,,]lttC'l ,j/ tnL! ~,,:t.er":.:Jiod <l·:.Jcnt to t:.lle tr.::.inill(J 
'-~C;C:cc.l.1Qt0r ~i!U L; u~'i:;ruv~;'i tLll.-t~ (:..;.:.:) t,ccys ~n lldvuncci ") 

1 



l.TO(~ri.ll.l LlUSt l.!t.:et tne cl'i toria for Cl full one-t.hird (l /3) crcdi t. 

,-ount.. ?ielJ 'L'ours can ~lualii:; for recertiiicCl tion traininij if: 
1) ~xten.sion a<jent ~iel1..'s Flan tLe tour; 0) ';.'our incluucs 
rt:2cluireu traiain'.; cri·tcria; 3) ':'our iti ~)lanncd aWl i;ro~r<.il~l 
;jL;"' •.• i 1:. t<.od to trainiw; coordinctLor f0r dL'lJrovdl thirty (3:J) (t(;iYS 

i .. uUvuIlce . 

.1.':1(: ,_O!:t.:.:..nu ~)csticic.le l,dvisor::.' Councll (1<)::..;1-1':':22) recoLIT,:euG.cd to 
tL2 ,,;ontClna L.er!art):,ent 0:: .,sricultur'-.! tllc~t nore and hi<jl!cr 
,~ucl.li ty Lruinins 3hou16 .... e availaLle tu l,rivutc applicators. 'i'l,e 
~,resent traiuins progrufll "las LieveloFCG i,:'urti<:lll::z in response to 
tLe reco;,luenU<'l tion. 1.1 tllou..;n eXdbilla tions are uvc:.iluDle as i .. H' 
(..i.JtiOll :tor ini tiul certification anu recertification L10st people 
V.l<-,: trdiI1ins c..S a l.luch l,,01.-e ~esira01c ol.~tion • 

.l~ ~ rrivate a~l)licator does not attend trainins durln9 the S 
~;;"'<.J.r re'_2udliiication l.)erio'-.:., tLe unly option lie ur she llas (if 
tlie"" \iant to rel.lain in the s~rstCI.1) is to tC1.f:e a (jraaed ilritten 
eXU;"ir,ution (l;assins (_rude = 7 ... J·~). 'i.'his ,:::xClnil1ation i::; r,~uch 1;:ore 
cOL'L,reilens i vo than the eXui:lina tion offered for initial 
c...::rtil:ication. 

,,"C t:.l1t; i·resent ti;:i~ there ~1.-c ::',,133 i...riv~te uL;l/licCitors liccnscQ 
t:.() use rcstricteu U!3~ p0sticidqs if> tile: stat...:: or [;ontana. Under 
t,.,c J...resent trainins scheuc tl.ese di.)plic.::ltors \'/1.11 receive '·)-12 
dour;:; 01: instruction on J..~esticidc use unu u:)~~,lication durin'..; the 
j :'~ar .cccerti:c'iczlt1.0n loeri<....·l!. unaer tJ:is systen LJrivcJ.te 
;1. ... ) .t,lic.J. tor:" C.J..Ll rocci vc crecii t .to 1- :.lorC tr,~ll one trainins 
\joL.:.llU1J ~;er c~nenciur ~'ear r.:ut; .1) CLl.n ,~ualiiy for ollly 2/3 of 
1:.il-.2 tota.l crcci '[.s anLl; .::.) cnl:;, one s;;ra::/ cilec:: :)ro:,;ril.:t1 'iuuliiics 
~-()l- crcuit lAurin'~ '[..lC 5 ./,;cur L -.2riu<..... '.;'l:~ l.'urpose tor thi.s is to 
.l."oviuc; d ;::ecl1anis._. to ::ecl lor ivatc :llTlicators (l0redst 0:::: the 
(;;c<H,'jCS 1.11 l,esticiuC:! u.~_,:,Jl1.Cdtiull·. C,_ui~Ail;nt unci 11e\/ Ijeller:ation 
cllc;,:icd1s. .1:: truinin'..S \:us rcclu.:i,re-i onl~' one tiue durins a 5 
j'l;.J.r c~/cle it ,.joule: Le ·ossil.:lc to ':,,0 S ycurs ;~et\:ecn truinilltJ 
!.je~SlOll!J • 
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