
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

January 25, 1983 

The meeting of the Highways and Transportation Committee was 
called to order by Chairman Mark Etchart on Thursday, 
January 25, 1983 at 1:00 P.M. in Room 410, State Capitol. 

ROLL CALL: Roll was called. Present: Senator Etchart, 
Senator Hager, Senator Elliott, Senator Shaw, Senator Tveit, 
Senator D. Manning, and Senator Graham late. Absent: 
Senator Stimatz and Senator Daniels. 

SENATE BILL NO. 212: Hearing commenced on Senate Bill No. 
212, sponsored by Senator Dave Fuller, Helena. This is 
an act to generally revise aeronautics licensing requirements. 
It deals with ultralight planes and their registration. 
This bill revises the laws on regulation and licensing of 
aircraft. It provides specifically that owners of ultra­
light aircraft must register with Department of Conunerce 
and changes the date for registration of aircraft each 
year from June 1 to March 1. The bill also requires that 
an airman's license must be issued or approved by the 
federal government. 

Mike Ferguson, representing the Montana Aeronautics Division, 
spoke in support of Senate· :Bill No. 212. Under present 
Montana law, all Montana pilots and aircraft must register 
with the state their appropriate effective license, certificate, 
or permit issued by the U.S. Government. In as much as 
neither an ultralight pilot nor aircraft are issued a 
license, certificate, or permit by the U.S. Government, it 
is impossible to comply with Montana registration require­
ments. 

Mr. Ferguson said this creates a serious problem for the 
ultralight people as some airports have banned their operations 
citing the fact that they are in violation of Montana law, 
and therefore, operating illegally. Both the ultralight and 
airport operators are faced with liability problems as this 
concerns the insurance protection. 

Mr. Ferguson said the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
has under review from the private section, including the 
ultralight industry, AOPA Air Safety Foundation, and the 
Experimental Aircraft Association, proposals on (1) a national 
ultralight registration program and (2) an ultralight pilot 
training and certification program. The FAA has announced 
that they will be "approving" one or more of these programs 
in January 1983. They key word is approved as this is really 
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the only change in the registration law. We are adding the 
words "or approved" by the u.s. Government. It is estimated 
that there are about 100 ultralight aircraft based in 
Montana. It is a rapidly growing industry. Senate Bill No. 
212 will merely make it possible for the ultralight pilots 
and aircraft to register and thus be in compliance with 
existing Montana pilot and aircraft registration laws. The 
ultralight people are in support of this bill. 

Senator Manning asked Mr. Ferguson how many ultralights 
were in the State at this time. 

Mr. Ferguson replied there are somewhere between 100 and 200, 
we really don·t know. There is one or two ultralights in 
every community. 

Senator Elliott asked Mr. Ferguson if the FAA would recognize 
a permit that Montana issues. 

Mr. Ferguson said no, the FAA is recogn1z1ng a permit 
that the industry is approving, through the air safety 
program and the Experimental Aircraft Association. We will 
review and approve one or more of these programs. 

Senator Graham asked if the ultralights are taxed. 

Mr. Ferguson said this bill will solve that problem. Before 
we can register the ultralight, they will have to show 
evidence of taxes being paid. They are subject to personal 
property tax, the same as any other aircraft. This new 
registration will require that they have identification 
on the ultralights. 

Senator Hager asked if the ultralights operate from airports, 
or backyards. 

Mr. Ferguson said they operate out of small fields and small 
airports. They can operate out of airports if they have 
the proper communication. They are restricted from certain 
control zones. 

Senator Manning asked what capabilities the ultralights have. 

Mr. Ferguson reported that under the new regulations, they 
cannot have stall speed faster than 25 knots, or about 24 
miles per hour. They are restricted to only one passenger. 
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There being no further discussion, hearing on Senate Bill 
No. 212 was closed. 

SENATE BILL NO. 55: Senator Hager reported that the bill 
has been handled in another bill that was introduced in the 
House, but wanted to check with Bill Romine about it first. 
He requested the bill sit in Committee until Thursday. 

ACTION ON SENATE BILL NO. 212: Senator Elliott made the 
motion to amend Senate Bill No. 212 as follows: 

1. Page 1, line 23. 
Following: "before" 
Strike: "June" 
Insert: "March" 

It was. passed unanimously. 

Senator Elliott made the motion that Senate Bill No. 212 
DO PASS, as amended. The motion passed with all Senators 
voting aye accept Senator Shaw, who voted no. 

ACTION ON SENATE BILL NO. 106: Senator Etchart gave a 
brief summary on Senate Bill No. 106. He told the committee 
this bill triples the fines and also; on Page 3, line 5, 
states that no fine may be suspended. The trucking and 
logging industry supports the bill, but I think there are 
a lot of little independent truckers out there that 
would be put out of business by a $3,000 fine. 

Senator Shaw made the motion that Senate Bill No. 106, as 
amended, DO NOT PASS. 

Senator Elliott made a substitute motion that the fines be 
doubled instead of tripled. The motion passed with all 
Senators present voting aye. 

Senator Hager made the motion to strike on Page 3, lines 
5 and 6. The motion carried with all Senators present 
voting aye. 

Senator Elliott made the motion that Senate Bill No. 106 
as amended DO PASS. The motion passed with the following 
Senators voting aye: Senator Hager, Senator Elliott, 
Senator Tveit, Senator D. Manning. Those Senator's voting 
no: Senator Etchart, Senator Shaw, and Senator Graham. 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 87: Hearing commenced on House Bill No. 
87, introduced by Representative Dozier, Billings. 
Representative Dozier told the committee this is an act 
allowing the driver of an overtaken vehicle to travel 
on the shoulder of a two-lane highway until he is passed 
if it is safe to do so. The idea for this bill came 
when I was touring Canada, and discovered this is a 
common practice there and works well. 

Gar Munson, 
this bill. 
to shoulder 
the Highway 

Highway Patrol told the committee they support 
The Highway Patrol has no problem with movement 
and back. As this bill stands right now, 
Patrol has no problem with it. 

There being no further proponents, opponents, or questions 
from the committee the hearing on House'Bill No. 87 was 
closed. 

ACTION ON HOUSE BILL NO. 87: Senator Shaw made the motion 
that House Bill No. 87 BE CONCURRED IN. Senator Graham 
seconded the motion. The motion passed with all Senators 
present voting aye. 

ADJOURN: There being no further business before the Committee, 
the meeting was adjourned at 1:55 p.m. 

SENATOR MARK ETCHART, CHAIRMAN 

ME/cdf 
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ROLL CALL 

SENATE HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORT~TION COMMITTEE 

48 ~th LEGISLATIVE SESSION -- liiix 1983 Date~ 
- ._- .. .... - ....... -. 

- - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

NAME PRESENT ABSENT EXCUSED 

Senator Mark Etchart, Chairman I' , 

Senator Hager, Vice Chairman if 
Senator Elliott ~ 

V I Senator Shaw I 
I 

Senator Tveit I 
Senator Graham ~ 
Senator D. Manning vi 
Senator Stimatz -

Senator Daniels 

Paul Verdon, Leg. Council ,/ 

Carol Doyle Frasier, Secretary / . 

----
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HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION 

Date ____ ~~~s,·_· __ -- __ 19_8_3 ____ Bill No. sa ~ 1.;;2. TiIre I ;P0 
I 

YES 

Senator Etchart. Chairman .; 

Senator Haqer. Vice Chairman ,/ 

Senator Elliott ~ 

Senator Shaw / 

Senator Tveit ,/ 

Senator Graham ~. 

Senator D. Manning L 

Senatcbr Stimatz alJaAltZ 

Senator Daniels /lJHY7ML 

-C~;A ~ 
Carol DOYl~~er ~~ 

Senator Mark Etchart 
Secretary 

MXion: D c7 Peuo Ch (}/yJ1..bn4d, 

&val-de t:JJ.w;L t1rlttIU tk tJJUIlp;j ikL Sid ~/d- ~ 

(include enough infonnation on mtion-put with yellow CXJ'fJY of 
ccmnittee report.) 
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SENATE ~ HIGHWAYS AND 
~~~~~~---------------------------

__ 19_8_3 ___ .-;Bill No. S6 JO Ie Titre /: It> 

Senator Etchart , Chairman / 
Senator HaqerL Vice Chairman ,,/' 

Senator Elliott V 
Senator Shaw V 

Senator Tveit V 
Senator Graham V' 

Senator D. Manning ..,/ 

Senatcllr Stimatz 

Senator Daniels 

cq~:?e~l~ ~.~ UJ.,.~ 
Senator Mark Etchart 

Secretary 

(include enough infomation on mtion-put with yellow CCJfJY of 
ocmni.ttee report.) 

q 
I 
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HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION 

VI ~ or /' __ l_9_83 ____ Bill No. \R I a 112 Tine· l35" 

Senator Etchart. Chairman v'" 

Senator Hager, Vice Chairman V 

Senator Elliott / 

Senator Shaw J/ 

Senator Tveit .v' 

Senator Graham v/ , 

Senator D. Manning V 
Senatctlr Stimatz 

Senator Daniels 

I 

(!RWI/ad?~ 
Carol Doyl(irasier 

MvJ.~ 
Senator Mark Etchart 

Secretal:y 

MXion: >Jiadt l~ 5 cI t" tJn Do ¥ ? 
I 0 

,S/m-be 1h1.fR /J1l(dtJ tit,. mtJ/J.t;yj IA atuAl< rfuzi4 f tbtd ~ dH< 

1&;( J, fY1IItf':t4b (~ ~ 

(include enough infcmnation on mtion-put with yellow copy of 
ocmnittee report.) 
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HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION 

__ l_98_3 ___ ~Bill No.SBIO&ao ~ I 'j'lO 

YES 

Senator Etchart, Chairman V" 

Senator Haqer, Vice Chairman 
. V 

Senator Elliott V 
Senator Shaw , V 
Senator Tveit V 
Senator Graham V 
Senator D. Manning V' 
Senatcbr Stimatz ~ 

Senator Daniels ~ 

, ' 

Cd/Hf~~'?~ k~ VI-v<-~. 
Carol Doyle Frasier Senator Mark Etchart 
Secretary 

~: Va 
,\Maioe 

(include enough infcmnation on notion-put with yellow COf1Y of 
cxmnittee report.) 

)1 
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HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION 

__ l9_8_3 ___ -.;Bill No. liB f!7 Time /;45 

Senator Etchart, Chairman t/ 

Senator Haqer, Vice Chairman V 
Senator Elliott vi' 

Senator Shaw ~ 

Senator Tveit ./ 

Senator Graham ,/ 

Senator D. Manning ./ 

Senatcllr Stimatz .~ 
Senator Daniels ~ 

I 

a ~ , 

ca~2't..l~; .h· ./ ~~ ~ , 
Senator Mark Etchart y 

Secretary 

l-btion: kntae lluwr/ll!adr &<~.:#uz $ R'1 
!le (JtJl1LtId-Md 4n s ( \tmt:dat2 4~ A2U:q/t:YcI ~ 

(include enough infonnation on rrotion-put with yellow copy of 
cx:mnittee report.) 

It., 
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, ,MR. : ..... 2USZD~: ........................... . 
, "."'. 

We, your commi'ttee on ..............................• ~~~~~ .. ~ ... ~~~gJ.1.~?:.~9.I ............................................ . .. .. . 

having had under consideration ..................................................... ; ......... .J'-~D................................ Bill No .. 21Z ....... . 

Respectfully report as follows: That ......................................................... SBIIAT.B. ................................. Bill No . .212 ........ . 

iIltx04\1Ce4 bID, be uea4e4 as follows: 

,,1 •. ,ltage ,1. liDe 23. 
":Tollowill9: -before­

'StrikAu -JUDe­
IASertl -March-

And, aa so uumded, 
DO PASS 

STATE PUB. CO. 
Helena, Mont. 

, 
" 

·~i"i~NAroR··MARif··ETC·HART··················Ch~i~~~~:···· .. ··. 

y~t, 



~ I ANUINl:i tiUMMl1 Itt·· KtrUK I ... 

... ~~~~ ... ~~ .......................... ~ .......... 19 ... 13 .. . 

': We. your committee on .................... m.~J.~ ... ~~;;%MB.s~A'l'l:o.et .. ; .................................................... . 

- having had under consideration ............................................. SBHATB.·:i.txr..x.. ..................................... Bill No. ~06 ...... .. 

. ' " 

~L:'. 
l, ...... 

Re=~s ~~ii:_ T'i:; ... ~ .. U· .. f!=; .. ~· ........ · .. · ................................... Bill No. 10' ....... .. 

1. '~itlAh -UR.. 6 an4 7. 
Follow1Q9' . -VBJaCLBS,· OA, line 6 . 
strike. a_beJer of line 6 aad line 7 through ·SUSPBRDBDJ· 

2. P&98 1_ liDe 19. 
J'ol.l.owing, .tiS--
Strike, -..I.j£ 
Iuerta - $30-

3. P&ge 1, line 19. 
Following, -$5t­
Strike, ·$150· 
Insertz -$100· 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 

~ 

STATE PUB. CO. 
Helena, Mont. 

Chairman. 

. .r! . 



· SeDate CO'ndttee Highway. and 'lraliapOrtatloD ........ · .. · .. ~!~~·~.r.· .. ~~ ...... ··· 19 ... ~.~ .... 
• &ge2 ... 
Senate Bl11 Ko. 106 

4. Page 2,11De 1. 
Fo110.iog-1 ·.15-
Strilte: ·'45· 
Xnsert.: ·$lO· 

5. Pag8 2, liDe 3. 
following I ·.15· 
Strike. -..t15.. 
:tnaertl -$50· 

6. Page 2, liDe 5. 
Following' •• i5. 
Strike I ·$105· 
Xnaert. "$70" 

7. Page 2, liDe 7. 
Following I "f5t. 
Strite: ·$19· 
Xnaert: ·flOO" 

8. Pag8 2, l1Atl 9. 
I'ollowingl ·.ee" 
su!ke. ·'240· 
lnaert. ·'160· 

9. Page 2, l1Der 11. 
l'ollov1Dg: ~fBe· 
Strike. ·'330· 
Inaert.1 "'220· 

10. .&98 2, ~. 13. 
FollotiA9. . wfH.· 
Strike. •· •• 50· 
IDaert. ·$300· 

\ 

11. Pap 2, liDe 15. 
Following I ·faM· 
St:ribu • ,600· 
Xnaert: ·'40"0! 

12. Pag8 2, line 17. 
Pollowing: ·$AS'­
Strike: -$750· 
Inaert: "$500· 

Continued on Page 3 

STATE PUB. co. 
Helena. Mont. 

.. 

...................................................... ·····················ch~i~~~~:········· 

c· 
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ri 00"(: Sen&ta\;c_tt:~ Bigllny. ,and ~ranaportatiOll 
tt, "',' '-aft• '3"'" ",";'".> i,. f:', ',~.~ <, ;; .... , ,ft, '. '. , 

, SenataBUl Ro;' 106 

13." ._C)e' 2, line 1'. 
FollowinC):' .' ~.S"·' " 
Strike I -'1:°-hurt. -, o· 
i.. Page ,2, "lJAe 21. 
1'01J.owiDg.'·f58e­
Strike: -11,500-
Xnaert: '- 1,000· 
15. .age 2, line 23. 
Followlag: ·.i,.. .. · 
Strike: -$3,000-
Insert. ·$2,000-

16. P&98 , 3, followiDg line ". 
Strike: Line. 5 ADd 6 in their entirety. 

17. Pa98 3. 
Follov1D.9: l1De 6 " ' 
Xgert: • (3) 'the penaltiea 1a subsection (1) do not 

apply to a operator who. faU. to .. care a epea1a1 
penl1ta. prcw.t..4e4 for in 61-10-107 (3) U the vehicle 
or COI1b1DatioD of fth1c:le. 1. not cmtrWe1CJht with nch 
a pexalt. Ifbe fallure to obtain the special pe%Jlit ia 
pwdahable 1II14er '1-1,..146, and the operator 1. nczaired 
to pUCha .. ,the penl1t. If the yehicle or co.blllatlo. of 
vehiCl.. acee4a t1ae' .. lg~t Ib1tatlona aUone! by special 
peDalt 'a4 the operator lalla to obtaiD a pem!t 
un4er 61-18-107 (3), the pualti •• of aubsectiOil (1) 
apply to the weight 'exceediDg 80,000 poua4s.-

And, aa ao amended, 
DO PASS 

! 
··SE'NATOR··MIU("··ETeB'AIl'1'·······················:············· ..... 

Chairman. 
STATE PUB, CO. 

Helena, Mont. JI C . 
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. JABUU.!' 25.', '. 83 .................................................................. , ... 19 ............ , 

.-; " 

. , 

;MR.}~:;;;.~~.m~L .. ; .... ,.~ ............. ;,;.,;:~ 
,;:;i,;}~~,;i,L ,~; .:,'; .::~.; ~».:L: .... .>,:~.,:;.~",;" 

-'y _ f.l 

.' ~.' We, your' c:Om~i~t~i~~ ... ;: ... ;.;.~;;.~ ...... : .......... iX~Y.S.~.MD .. %lWIs.mRrATl:os ........ : .. " ............. ; ... : .. ~.:.;:i ... ' 
. .' 

, h~ving had~nder~nsideration .................. : .......................... JlOUD .. .BlLL ...................................... ~. ·Bill·No.; .. ai:~ ..... : . 

»OSIKa (ll. H&Dning) 

Respectfully report 8S follows: That ..................................... .BOOSB .. .BILL ..... : .................................... Bill No.8-' .......... ;. 

STATE PUB. CO. 
····SBNATOR··MAU···BiiCBART···· .. ·· .. ·· .. ·Ch~i~~~~:········· 

Helena, Mont. 

,.... .,< 

, . 
i 




