48th LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MINUTES OF
NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE
MONTANA STATE SENATE

January 10, 1983

The organizational meeting of the Natural Resources
Committee was called to order by Senator Harold Dover,
Chairman, on Monday, January 10, 1983 at 1:00 pm in
Room 405, State Capitol.

ROLL CALL: Roll was called with all members of the Com-
mittee present: Senators Dorothy Eck, Mike Halligan,
Thomas F. Keating, Gary P. Lee, Dave Manning, John Mohar,
James N. Shaw, Pete Story, Larry J. Tveit, Fred Van
Valkenburg, Mark Etchart, V. Ch; and Harold L. Dover, Ch.

INTRODUCTIONS: Chairman Dover introduced Pat Hatfield,
Committee Secretary, noting she has prior legislative staff
experience, and is located in the office at 312 B.

Chairman Dover also“introduced Howard Johnson, Environmental
Quality Council staff, noting that the Council was formed

by the legislature in 1971 through the Montana Environmental
Policy Act (MEPA), to have oversight of Montana's environment.
The EQC does not have regulatory powers, it serves in an
advisory capacity to the executive branch and legislature.
Four members are Senators, four are Representatives, four
members are of the public, and one non~voting member repre-
sents the Governor. This session, the Council decided to
have the EQC staff review and draft proposed legislation
which will affect our state's natural resources.

Mr. Johnson further reviewed his duties for the members,
stating he would be attending the meetings, and would also
be available for individual assistance in research,
drafting of bills and amendments, and assistance to the
secretary of the committee as well as Senators. The
committee will not have a representative from the legisla-
tive council and Mr. Johnson is to serve in that capacity.

Chairman Dover introduced Deborah Schmidt, Executive
Director of the Environmental Quality Council, most

of the members having met her through her experience with
the legislative council. Mrs. Schmidt spoke briefly to
the committee pointing out her duties, and handing out a
brochure on the EQC which is attached as EXHIBIT 'l'. The
offices of the EQC are located in Rm 432 behind the House
Gallery.
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Chairman Dover introduced Byron Ophus, Legislative Intern
to Seantors Dover and McCallum. Byron is from Northern
Montana College at Havre.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Chairman Dover announced several meetings
in which members may be interested, as well as a joint
meeting with the House Natural Resources Committee on
Monday, January 17, from 12 - 2:30 pm in the Judiciary
Room, 325, to hear a presentation by the Council of State
Governments on public land use.

Other meetings would be to hear the Environmental Quality
Control and Dept. of Natural Resources presentation on
surplus water at 7pm Tuesday, Jan. 11 in the House Chambers.
Thursday, Jan. 13 at 1:30 pm there will be a WETA meeting
at Jorgensons to hear John Crowell of the U.S. Dept. of
Agriculture.

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business to come
before the committee the meeting was duly adjourned at
1:30 pm.

SENATOR HAROLD L. DOVER, CHAIRMAN
Senate Natural Resources Committee

Patricia HAtfield
Committee Secretary
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NAME ‘ PRESENT ABSENT EXCUSED

ECK, Dorothy (D)

HALLIGAN, Mike (D)

KEATING, Thomas F. (R)

i

LEE, Gary P. (R)

MANNING, Dave (D)

vk

MOHAR, John (D)

SHAW, James N. (R)

STORY, Pete (R)

TVEIT, Larry J. (R)

VAN VALKENBURG, Fred (D)

ETCHART, Mark (R) Vice Chairman

SINNN AN R RN K

DOVER, Harold L. (R) Chairman
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