
MINUTES OF THE HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 
April 5, 1983 

The House Appropriations Subcommittee on Education met at 
8:20 a.m. on Tuesday, April 5, 1983 in Room 104 of the State 
Capitol. With Chairman Rep. Esther G. Bengtson presiding, a 
quorum was present. The following Cultural and Aesthetic Project 
grant proposals were heard: No. 68 ~ Livingston Heritage; No. 
10 - Carter County Museum; No. 47 - Troy Museum; Nos. 17 and 57 -
Gallatin County Historical Society; No. 52 - Yellowstone River 
Basin Study; No. 75 - Bozeman Public Library Mural; No. 42 -
St. Mary's Mission; and House Bill 881. 

The first proposal to be heard was House Bill 881, sponsored 
by Rep. Ted Schye. (See Exhibit itA.") The bill would authorize 
the Montana Arts Council to select a statue of Jeanette Rankin 
to be placed in Statuary Hall in Washington, D.C. and would 
appropriate $31,500 from the general fund to be used towards 
the expense of casting and placing the statue in the Hall. 

It was brought out that the proposal had a broad-based sup­
port, and had the Montana Arts Council as the unit of government 
providing sponsorship. Mr. Dave Nelson, Executive Director of 
the Montana Arts Council, explained that they would be the 
repository for the funds collected from the private sector, but 
would not be directly involved with trying to raise funds. Re­
garding a timeline for completion, it would probably take about 
nine months before the statue was ready to be shipped to Wash­
ington. Work on the statue would not begin until the proposal 
was accepted by Congress. It was brought out that Montana was 
one of only five States with only one statue in the Hall, the 
other statue being of Charlie Russell. 

Rep. Gene Donaldson rose as a proponent of the bill. 

It was brought out that any bills introduced to appropriate 
Cultural and Aesthetic Fund monies were not subject to the 
December 1 submittal deadline. The hearing on House Bill 881 was 
closed. 

The Livingston Heritage project grant proposal was then heard. 
Connie Bellet gave an introduction for her husband, Phil White Hawk. 
The grant request is for an educational outreach for the entire 
State of Montana p to teach about the history and heritage of the 
American West and the culture of the area. Their program ad­
dresses the problems and the development of the American character 
in th~s region. A slide show was then presented, with Mr. White 
Hawk accompanying with singing and music on the Itlutar," which was 
part lute and part guitar. See Exhibit "B." He explained the sub­
ject matter of their four different shows. They plan to do 20 
programs per year at schools with the grant money. The programs 
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would be allocated on a first-come, first-serve basis. Sen. 
Hammond wanted to know if they had ever been affiliated with 
the National School Assemblies Program, and Mr. White Hawk 
said this was not feasible because of the overhead involved. 
Ms. Bellet said that her paintings were used in the programs, 
and as part of their school residencies she had worked up a 
"scrimshaw from scratch" slide show showing the technique of 
the almost-lost art form which she knew. The average price 
for their program in the western u.S. runs about $1,300; under 
the grant, they would be doing the programs for cost. The 
total cost for a one-hour program would be $600. She pointed 
out that because of the nonavailability of funds schools had 
had to concel out on the performances. Mr. White Hawk stressed 
that their program was flexible and could perform anywhere there 
was power and darkness. The hearing on the Livingston Heritage 
was closed. 

Rep. Earl Lory, Missoula, wished to report some opposition 
to House Bill 881. One letter from a constituent was opposed 
to the bill because they thought the State had not been canvassed 
enough to decide whether a statue of Jeanette Rankin in Statuary 
Hall was desirable. Another constituent had been opposed to the 
bill because he felt the opening should be reserved for a statue 
of Mike Mansfield. 

The hearing on the Carter County Museum proposal was then 
opened. Marshall Lambert, Director of the Museum, spoke. He 
gave a short history of the museum and distributed some photos. 
The grant application is for funds to rebuild a 100-year old log 
building with historical value as regarded Ekalaka and the sur­
rounding area. He pointed out that this was the first museum 
in the State of Montana. The Ekalaka Geological Society was the 
supporting organization for the Museum, with a membership of 90 -
100. One mill is levied for museums in the County. He reviewed 
the steps necessary to make the log building useful. 

Rep. Marian W. Hanson, Ashland, rose in support of the pro­
posal. The hearing on Proposal No. 10 - Carter County Museum -
was clesed. 

The hearing on Proposal No. 47 - Troy Museum was opened. 
Nola Sloan, an 89-year old Troy resident, spoke. The museum 
began as a community improvement project. She outlined the 
events which led up to the proposal. An abandoned depot building 
was bought for $225, and the land was loaned to put the building 
on at a minimal cost. Moving the building onto the land cost 
almost $1,000. The County Commissioners voted to levy .5 mills. 
The Bicentennial and Sears Roebuck contributed funding. She pointed 
out that they had 800-900 tourists per year in Troy. Their concern 
is that the land the building is on will be sold. 
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Margaret Pomeroy then spoke on the proposal. She worked 
with the original incorporators of the Museum to set up some 
by-laws, and was the author of a continuing series of historical 
booklets, entitled, "Troy Montana Yesterdays." They hope to 
publish at least one booklet per year, to go through Troy's 
centennial year of 1991. She pointed out that at present, the 
visitors' center was only open three months per year, and they 
hoped to lengthen this time. The grant proposal is aimed at 
acquisition of the land the museum is located on. 

Questions were then asked. It was brought out that the 
.5 mill which was levied was a one-time levy, to cover the cost 
of moving the building. However, they were considering going 
to the County Commissioners to levy additional mills. She stressed 
that they had a substantial amount of interested parties in the 
area, as regarded the project. She pointed out that any partial 
funding would be put into a land acquisition fund. The hearing 
was then closed on Proposal No. 47. 

The hearing was opened on Proposal No. 17 - Gallatin County 
Historical Society. Grace Bates, President of the Society, spoke. 
She distributed copies of a brochure, a letter from Merrill G. 
Burlingame, Secretary of the Society, and a copy of her testimony; 
see Exhibits "C," "D," and "E." She stressed that the Museum 
of the Rockies was a regional museum, and was entirely different 
from the Gallatin County Museum. She distributed photographs 
of the facilities. She explained that $24,000 of the request 
was for building renovation, and $16,000 was for professional 
staffing. Thus far they have received no funding from the County 
because they are hesitant to put out any more mills. She felt 
that once they proved themselves, a mill might be levied. In 
response to Rep. Bengtson, she said the Historical Society had 
over 700 members. The hearing was closed on Proposal No. 17. 

The Committee took a 20-minute recess. 

The hearing was opened on Proposal No. 57, also for the 
Gallatin County Historical Society. Helen Fechter, representing 
the museum part of the Society, spoke. Ms. Fechter explained 
that she had done what cataloging had been done, but had to stop 
because the roof literally fell in on them. She pointed out 
that they had a lot of volunteer help. They have 500-600 nega­
tives, some of them very combustible; this needs to be taken care 
of. The request would fund replacing the old negatives with new, 
safe ones. 

Questions were asked. In response to Rep. Bengtson, Ms. 
Fechter said that the museum had the same home as the Gallatin 
County Historical Society, but the photo collection was in a 
vault. The hearing was closed on Proposal No. 57. 
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Proposal No. 52 - Yellowstone River Basin Study was then 
heard. Debbie Richau, author of the proposal, spoke; see Exhibit 
"F." The product of the proposal would be a book, highlighting 
the history, culture, and economy of the Yellowstone River Basin 
area; the book would be about 200 pages long, and would be used 
by a variety of persons, including the general public. Government 
studies would be translated into an understandable product. 

Questions were asked. In response to Rep. Bengtson, Ms. 
Richau said most of the photography which would be in the book 
already existed. In addition, she wrote two books of a similar 
nature in the past. The hearing was closed on Proposal No. 52. 

Proposal No. 75 - Bozeman Public Library Mural was then heard. 
Robert DeWeese, a Bozeman artist, presented the proposal. He 
showed the Committee a photo montage which showed how his model 
looked on the Library wall. In addition, he showed the Committee 
his working model. See Exhibit "G" for written testimony. 

Questions were then asked. Dr. DeWeese said he would sub­
contract part of the work to a carpenter. Discussion took place 
regarding whether this proposal and the Bozeman Public Library 
Tapestry proposal were competing for the same wall. 

Sen. Dorothy Eck, Bozeman, rose in support of the proposal. 
She explained that Dr. DeWeese had taught at MSU for 28 years, 
and was well-known in the Bozeman area. The hearing on Proposal 
No. 75 was closed. 

Proposal No. 42 - St. Mary's Mission, was heard. Rep. Bob 
Thoft, Stevensville, introduced the proposal. It was brought 
out that Ravalli County levied part of a mill for museums, 
but it was used for the Ravalli County Museum. 

Ward Shanahan, attorney for the Roman Catholic Bishop in 
Helena, spoke. A copy of the proposal was distributed; see 
Exhibit "H." 

Jim McDonald, a Missoula architect, spoke. He worked on 
the plans for restoration of the Mission. He distributed a 
brochure which gave the history of the Mission; see Exhibit "I," 
bulk testimony file. The proposal is to put in a visitors' 
center, with parking. He pointed out that over the years, the 
Parish as well as the Dioceses had put money into the buildings 
to maintain and keep them up, but they now felt they should com­
pletely restore the buildings; the cost would be $130,000. 

Questions were then asked. The Chairman wanted to know what 
the precedent was for putting State money into a religious mis­
sion. She wanted to know if there was any conflict of church 
and state. Mr. Shanahan said that as far as they were concerned, 
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once the property became a historic site, it would become subject 
to the State's jurisdiction. At present, the Dioceses in Helena 
owned title to the property. Essentially what would happen is 
that a historic easement would be imposed on the property on 
behalf of the Historical Society. He pointed out that the Mis­
sion was no longer an active church; the active parish was next 
door, on adjoining property. 

The Chairman wanted to know what kind of local support there 
was for the project. Mr. Shanahan said there was a trust fund 
created in the community, but the amount of monies needed was 
too much to accommodate on the local level. He added that the 
Dioceses didn't actually administer the fund; it was administered 
by the local trust. He explained that there was a St. Mary's 
Mission Historical Society. 

Jack McCarthy, property manager for the Dioceses, then spoke. 
He explained that the Stevensville Historical Society, a separate 
group, was mostly interested in the restoration of Fort Owen. 
It was brought out that St. Mary's Missibon was established where 
present-day Fort Owen stands. In 1866 the Mission was moved into 
Stevensville, and Fort Owen was established. Mr. McCarthy said 
that the trust was designed to provide for maintenance of the 
Mission, and would continue in this capacity once the renovation 
was done. He then outlined what the process would be for pre­
serving the Mission. Mr. Shanahan said that regarding problems 
with church and State, the Attorney General could be contacted. 
He cited an example where the Oakes St. Cemetery had been dedicated 
to the City of Helena. as a park after the earthquake in 1935, but 
the cemetery dedication remained on it. He suggested that the 
same thing could be done with the St. Mary's Mission. The LFA 
agreed to check into the matter with the Attorney General's office. 
It was brought out that the money which came to the State from 
the federal government that was used to match the Dioceses money 
in order to prepare the plans and historic structures report was 
given to the Mission for that purpose. Mr. Dave Nelson said that 
the issue was if the ground was consecrated. 

Rep. Ernst wanted to know if any lesser amount than that re­
quested would be effective. Mr. McCarthy said that anything that 
came to them would be of help in the project. The project could 
be done in stages. 

Rep. Thoft added that Stevensville, being the oldest com­
munity in Montana, was very proud of both Fort Owen and the St. 
Mary's Mission. He asked that at least part of the funding be 
granted. 
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Father James P. Danna, Stevensville, spoke. He submitted 
that of all the projects the Committee had before it, none could 
compete with the St. Mary's Mission proposal r from a historical 
point of view. The Mission was famous worldwide. 

DA 

The hearing was closed on Proposal No. 42. 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:40 a.m. 
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.317 Hest ;:'ain StrE:et 

1::.. ~ c:. 4 fl~ y\ S JA .b 4:J .-n ;rJ • 

nrrfi~vm.'11~l\) ~ff1 H ;f~t.jrIi~.J " JJ" 
iHlJlnjkttvl~rJ L)~)tJi1irJ.li I 
Bozeman, Uontana 59715 

To: 1{embers of the Joint Long Range Building Committee: 
Senators, Mark Etchart, ~hairrr.an, Jack Haffey, J. Donald 

Ochsner, bill Thomas, ~att Himsel 
Representatov(;s, Rex Uanuel, ChairrrBn, Francis Bardanouve, 

Gene Donaldson, bob Thosf, Steve,lal.c.ron 

I¥e are writing to urge you, \\hile you are making decisions on 
'Khe Cultural and AesthHic }'rojects, to give favorable consider­
ation to the request of tbe Gallatin ~ounty Historical Society 
for a grant to .!Jreserve and use the 1912 Gallatin County Jail. 
We have just received word that it has been J.laced on the t .. at­
ional Historical Register, which gives it additional histor­
ical value. 

',Ve have had encouraging support b.ut the early funds have been 
needed for expensive roof and other repairs; which do not m~ke 
an imprEssive up-front showing to stimulate additional givlllg. 
Vie have additional needs to meet safety standards for public 
use: an expensive safE:ty exit and loading door, which means 
cutting through the foot thick brick wall, rernoral of CI. major 
portion of the heavy steel cell blocks, lighting and enough 
heat ev(;;n for swnmer use. 

We have an impressive and growing county -.. /ide participation in 
the already active program of the Society, and the lLuscum, which 
will provide support when we are in operat.ion. We ~st ~d 
§.~ bell2 with these early cxpE,nsi ve necessaa repairs in the 
@~sive old bcildin&. 

We are aware of the difficulty in making choices in the highiy 
encouraging situation .~hich brings a virtual ex,t:losion of 
culturc..l activitiEos in the State. ,';e wi.Ll appreciate yoLOr 
favorable consideration of this project, ~hich we feel is a 
public trust. 

Very truly Y::il.;.rs, 
( / . 

/ 0/ L i.l. / ( f /<'1) -, 
Merrill G • Burling aIlle 
Secretary 

I v' .• - ., /., 

,j 
','iriting for the Board of Directors: 1~rs. Grace Bates, President, 
and on vacation in the South, Joe Verwolf, Vice PrEsident, 
Harold Baier, Lawrence Christie, Charles Crou~e, helen j<'echter, 
krs. Lver.::tt lraser, :il"s. 3<.:tty ,Joot:s, }.:rs. ;:altEr SalLS, Sr., 
~iilbllI' .:ipring, Ramon i':hi te. 



...:.('i.~~ S:.::. c..~"n_ 
7"/S/ J'.J 
/:;'KIfI13/7 "t?, 

~AJJIJIi11~N ~®URYrY ~~S~~®~~CAL ~®U~~TY 
317 West Main, Bozeman, Mt. 59715 

'-sOARD OF D'RECTORS 
Grace Bates 

Legislative Hearing of the Special Building Committee 

April 5, 1983 - Helena, Mt. Capital Room 104 
Joe Verworf 
-Iarold Baler 
=ranclS Ni~en 

"ol ... ig Sales 
Helen Fetcher 
i'\llna Mae F'~aser 
r:~arles CI':'.Jse 
_a'hrence Cr.~lstje 
;);1Y \Vhlle 

.~';dbur SrHlng 
Setty Jones 

Thank you for giving me the opportunity of appearing be-

fore your committee - I am Grace Bates, Pres. of the Gallatin 

Co. Historical Society. Recently you received a letter from 
r .. 1ernll Bur:!ngame, Sec. 

our Sec. Dr. Merrill Burlingame regarding our request for a 

• grant. 

The Gallatin County Historical Society was organized in 1977 with 
• 

12 directors who represented all parts of Gallatin County, and was in-

• corporated. In 1979 the Co. COID..1D.issioner gave us space in the old jail 

(t~e old Sheriff office) for our office space, the office was open to 

• the public two afternoons a week. 

We soon saw we would need adltional space if we were to preserve 

and collect pictures, records and artifacts regarding our rich Gallatin 

• County heritage. 

~he new Gallatin Co. Jail was being built and the County Commission­

• ers assured us they would give us consideration to use the old Jail 

for a future Gallatin County Pioneer M~eum. 
• o~~ 

The Jail vms built in 1911 and his year was placed on the National 

• Regi st er of Hist oric build ings. 

We now have over 700 members in the G.C.H.S. (40 are Life members = 
• $100 Memberships). 

• 

It 

Ori November 18. 1981 we signed a contract with the Co. Commissioners 
~ -r-lu- jill L_ 

for a five (5) year Lease~:Lth the first option to renew after 5 years. 

The building occupants (prisoners) were moved to the new retention 

\.center on January 26. 1982 and the same day the Co. Commissioners 

• presented us with the keys to the old Jail in a public cermony. 

III 



t, 

-2- G.CoH.S. 

We opened the Jail for tours so the ~eneral public could see 

the old Jail as it was used - approx 4,000 took the tour last 

year and many more this year. Last spring we gave as many as 

10 tours a day, these included numerous school classes. (much of 

our project will be geared to education) 

When we recieved the building, the heat, water and electricity 

came from the Courthouse and these had to become independent from 
'" 

the Courthouse. The roof was badly in need of a complete overhaul 

and the front brick needed repair. the porch arch was about ta~fall. 

In Sept. the new roof was laid and the building's brick front 

repaired. Next, came the plumbing of hot and cold water and renovation 

of the toilet facality. Electric heating was installed in four (4) rooms. 

In November three rooms and the vault weee completely renovated 

and new floor coverings installed. §ome insulation was also done. 

During the Bozeman Winter Fair in January and Feb. the public 

was invited to see artifacts on display and a 10 minute slide ShO'Vl 

of early Gallatin County history. 

The above mentioned work was done mostly by volunteers 1-1ith 

some professional contracts. Our INKIND contributions were valued 

over $)0 8 000.00 last year. Finnancial contributions from Members 

and the community, along with several fund raising projects brought 

in $24,482.80 in our first ~ear (1982) and our expenditures were 

$12,743.16. In the first 3 months of 1983 income$3.842.38 and 

our expenditures were $2,118080. 
I 

Our next step is to renovate Library space for recor~. pictures 

manuscripts and to remove more cells for Museum use. We will preserve 

some cells and the hangintGallows (one hung there in 1924). 

We need prof essional help for cataloguing of collect ions; 
assistance for displays; for finnancial record keeping; book keep-
ing. along with renovation etpertees. We have a start - much needs doine 

We aks your kind consideration in our costly endeavor of~­
building renovation; historic restoration and the preservation of 
-?YE __ ~~ch Gallatin C_ounty heri tage. 

THANK YOUI Sincerely. ~----~J-l 
(!.,...nl'>O ~ct-o<:! 



GALLATIN COUNTY PIONEER MUSEUM 

ll-JCOl'lE: 

Donations 
I-lemorials 
Sale of Eooks~ etc. 
Bucket Donations 
Rent from Apartment 
Interest received 
Miscellaneous: 

Silent auction 
Auction 
Bates dinner 
Crazy Days 
"Heartland" 
Christmas Stroll 
Misc. 

Financial Statement 

Through Dece~er 31, 1982 

$16,172.52 
1$182.00 

758.65 
65.16 

3,335 0 00 
204.66 

$ 13.00 
1,984.96 

64.00 
152.35 
517.50 

30.00 
$ 3.00 
-----'--

TOT.l\L INCOME 

EXPENSES: 

Rent to Gall. Co. 
Apt. repair & Mtce. 
Jail Repr. & Mtce 
Museum equipment 
Office Supplies 
Utilities 
Books, etc. Purchased 
Insurance 
printing 
Postage 
Dues 
Museum Supplies 
Miscellaneous 

TOTAL EXPENSES 

$ 180.00 
879.94 

8,880.69 
53.87 
30.02 

350.56 
548.30 

25 0 00 
176.39 
138.70 
10.00 

9.75 
456.42 

$24$482.80 

11,739.64 

Balance cash on hand Jan1, 1983 $12 2 743.16 

Balance in Checking Acct $12,743.16 

Helen E. Fechter, Treasurer 



GALLATIN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

MUSEUM FUND 

January 1, 1983 to March 31, 1983 

INCOME 

Balance Janual~ 1, 1983 

Donations 
Memorials 

Sale of Books, Maps, Pictures, etc. 
Bucket Donations 
Rent from Apartment 
Interest on Checking Account 
Miscellaneous 

Total Income 

EXPENDITURES 

Rent to Gallatin County 
Museum Repairs and Maintenance 
Museum Supplies 
Museum Equipment 
Office Supplies 
Utilities 

Books, Maps, etc., Purchased 
Printing 
Miscellaneous 

Total Expenditures 

$12,743.16 

$ 

1,906.00 
355.00 
298.70 

20.13 
1,125.00 

134.98 
2.50 

180.00 
992.27 

96.91 
617.21 
10.15 
27.93 
93.05 
73.59 
27.00 

Balance on Hand March 31, 1983 

Treasurer 

$16,585.47 

$ 2,118.11 

$14,467.36 
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To: David E. Nelson and Robert Archibald 

From: Deborah L. Richau 

Date: November 29, 1982 

£~Suh~Wl. 
V/Sjg3 
eXHIBJT "F " 

Please consider the following information and request for funding 

from the Arts and Cultural portion of the Coal Tax Park and Cultural 

Trust Fund: 

SUMMARY 

I am an elementary teacher in the Billings Public School System. 

I have been a certified teacher for seven years. In the course of my 

professional career, I have served as Project Director for an environ­

mental education program and have worked with schools on a state-wide 

basis. I have written curriculum, trained teachers, administrators 

and agency employees on how to set up and use an outdoor classroom. 

I have written two books for teachers of Native American stUdents. Both 

are designed to integrate basic natural science concepts with Native 

American culture in order to enhance scientific studies for Reservation 

students nation wide. 

The research I have done in my job with natural science has shown 

me the importance of water as a resource for our state. The Yellowstone 

River Basin area comprises one third of the land in Montana. Statistical 

data has been compiled on the tributaries and the Yellowstone River 

itself has been the topic of many studies and reports. None, however, 

take the entire river system as a whole and put it into a form for 
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general public reference and enjoyment. To compile such a publication 

is the purpose of this proposal. It will cost $43,403.80 and will take 

two years to complete. 

NEEDS 

People of Montana have a history founded in this river system. 

An appreciation of the beauty of the area is evident in the recreational 

uses of the rivers. The rivers are the economy of the entire basin 

area. Many different kinds of needs have been placed on the river. 

The water is used for irrigation, industry development, wildlife habitat, 

cities and towns, and recreation. With all the demands for the river, 

it is still the largest free-flowing major river of the United States! 

People need to graphically understand and enjoy what is working for 

them in Montana. Without water, industry could Ilot develop any further, 

the cities and towns could not grow larger. And growth is one thing 

that will not stop in Montana. A nation needy for energy and the same 

nation starving for natural beauty looks to Montana and the areas comprised 

in the Yellowstone River Basin as the answer to the two sometimes conflict­

ing needs. The Basin area is a fine example of how the conflicting 

needs have been met and the River has remained free-floowing through 

the rest of the nation. Not to say the river is free from controversy. 

Indeed, the river system has many controversies facing it right now 

in the court system of this state as the water rights are being prepared 

on the water demands. Even more reason for this publication to become 

a reality. Requests for the water have increased as Montana grows. 

This publication may serve as a viable tool for decision-making and 
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reference by the public and government officials as well. This publication 

will be an important tool to bridge the gap between fact and feelings, 

concerning the Basin area as both will be portrayed objectively. 

OBJECTIVES 

The objectives of this proposal are to: 

1) Increase general public awareness and understanding of the 

resources contained in the Basin area. 

2) Provide an accurate, objective, resource book of statistical 

data. 

3) Provide a publication that reflects the values held for the 

resources by the people living and working in and around the area. 

METHODS 

In addition to maps, charts, and grap~s, the book will be flavored 

with photography, poetry, prose, quotes, and illustrations depicting 

not only the cognitive facts, but also sharing with the reader the beauty 

and emotion through various art forms. The history of the river system 

and the people living there will enhance the appreciation of how the 

economy has grown and shaped the profile of the state. The following 

funding activities will begin to secure a review board for the publication. 

Members will be solicited from the following interests: 

agriculture 
industry 

municipal 

wildlife 
recreation 

history 

art 
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The review board will review the material at least twice before 

final publication. They will be voluntary although expenses for their 

activities have been placed in the budget. Material will not be 

solicited from the review board, although they may contribute if they 

choose. 

Requests will be made of all the local, state and federal govern­

ment agencies that have compiled data on the river system. 

All of the counties along the Basin area will be contacted and 

requests will be made for historical data, and art form contributions. 

It will be necessary to travel to points along the Basin to personally 

do the research in many cases. 

Industry and municipalities will be contacted to solicit input 

for information. 

A review of the existing photography and other graphics will 

be done to determine gaps in necessary visuals. The needs will be assessed 

by the writer/researcher and the editors. Professional photographers 

and cartographers will be contracted to fulfill the needs. 

Schools along the Basin area will be contacted to request poetry 

and prose and illustrations from school age children. 

Office space will be in my home with close contacts with the 

publishing company. Falcon Press has consulted with me on the activities 

and budget to ensure accuracy. They have agreed to assist to whatever 

degree necessary to publish the material in a high quality manner in 

keeping with their reputation. 

The government documents and those done by high technology interests 

will be translated into a form the general public can read and understand 
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graphically. The readibility level will be the same as junior high 

level. 

SPONSORSHIP BY GOVERNMENT AGENCY 

Although most state and federal agencies will have input into 

the publication, the Canyon Creek School has consented to serve as the 

government affiliate. They will be in charge of the bookkeeping of 

the project for indirect costs of 9% of the total budget. The majority 

of the activity will take place during the summer months not to interfere 

with my teaching appointment during the nine month school term, although 

activity will not, by any means, be stopped when I am teaching. Many 

of the activities will be ongoing under my direction by other people 

during the school term. 

The final product will be soft bound, full color graphics. The 

book will be published and marketed by the Falcon Press Publishing Company. 

The book will be approximately 200 pages in length. The book will sell 

for approximately $18.95 per copy. Printing costs will be paid from 

the sale of the book over a period of time. Following the printing 

costs, the income from the book will be deposited into a special account 

for scholarships administered by the State Office of Public Instruction 

as deemed appropriate at that time. 

The following budget has been prepared with consultation of Falcon 

Press; to the best of our knowledge it represents the true cost of this 

one phased project. No other funding has been requested from any other 

source and no additional funding is anticipated. 



PROPOSED BUDGET 

Professional Consultants 

Photographer 
Cartographer 
Editors 
Typist/Word Processor 

Artists 
Proofreader/Layout Design 

Equipment 
Film and processing 

Office 
Telephone @ $lOO.OO/month 

(two 3-month periods, one 3-month 
period spread over the duration) 

Supplies, paper, typewriter maintenance, 
postage 

Review Board 
Seven members at $200.00 
Travel (10 trips along Basin area 

and research in Helena) 
Per Diem @ $40.00 

Salary 
Writer/Researcher (two 3-month periods 

full time, two 9-month periods 
part time) 

Indirect costs @ 9% 

TOTAL COST 

$ 3,000.00 
1,200.00 
2,500.00 
1,200.00 

900.00 
1,000.00 

1,500.00 

900.00 

500.00 

1,400.00 

1,320.00 

1,400.00 

23.000.00 
39,820.00 
3,583.80 

$43,403.80 

(6) 
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In summary, this proposal is concerned with producing a book 

about the Yellowstone River Basin area to serve the needs of the general 

public awareness and understanding. The project will cost $43,403.80 

and will take two years to complete. It will be published and marketed 

by the Falcon Press Publishing Company and will be under the review 

of members of a Board representing all interests of the Basin area. 

Evaluation of the project will be determined by meeting the objectives. 

No future funding is anticipated. This proposal and budget is 

sufficient to complete the tasks involved. Any questions concerning 

this proposal should be directed to me. Thank you for your careful 

and thoughtful review. 

Respectfully submitted, 

DEBORAH L. °RI CHAU 
2011 Plaza Drive 
Billings, Montana 59102 
(406) 259-6962 

November 29, 1982 
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A. HUR~L PRO;OS~ FO,!.! THE SOUTH WALL OF T~ BOZ.!.:1AN PUBLIC l/",:J? 3 
LIBRA..'iY, BOZ9fAli, H(Dl~J. .U.J. !;K"/i/[; IT t; .. 

My pr,p,,!a1,sp~n .... r .. " by tile Ar\ Cemrdti.e et tlJ.e Be~a:1Jn 
F'.lb11 Q Libr.ry, 1 s f~r a m'..U'.l ,)0 tl:u '3 ;;)uta 'fa 11 ,Jf th. ':jZ,~Gl.ilil 
P~bli~ Libr~rJ. I haTt ine1u~~j 8 ph~t~~.nt~6c J~ t~Q P~~?J~Al, 
t'.f' w;;,r1,c1n6 .;.rnJin!" 2t 2" ~oa1., a c~tllJ3Ua i.1;1. :::'~3unu "f '.~y 
,; 4:!t J~ti\'iti:l'! .i.l..1 • :sh .... t ...,f J11":' :l r;:L·ti:1CC; GJ .iJ q·.1.11:"'i·:: ... ti.;n". 
,7:,,) : :0j~ct ;,f t;l" nt.u.' .. l 1J t(l~ !h,i:~:.t:,r ?~il''', 1"itjJ~: ... :.mtJ 
·.l.~:.id,ty 1~ t~l. 2'11Z0:1'o1n :lI"J.A.!! ~ t .. ~ctur I -...;;t! invJI.,..d wit.:4 
:';u :.ilnttr F .. lr f.r many yl~rJ by ta:":ing ~tuJ.41t.s )ut t. lrlw :lnd. 
partieip3t. in its .ctiyitil •• I b.li'Te it 1, , ,ubj~~t jf 

~r.~t raCQ6nitl,n .ni Ippoa1,nst Jnl] in it! r.fr,.sent.ti~~gl 
lubj~~t a.ttor but in the manner ~f it~ prj3c~tJti~no 

A:. 111uatrlt.Jrl by til::.! ph~t');'l .. nt'go Hl"':' ', .. ~rldng .1r.awLlo~,t~1.d 
;1'.1.:',1 13 c;r'1:p'~.,ed ,f ~L'~lt ;;Y·~rl .. ('pi:16 ""Q·:!13 t::.:.at :Jr.J~':": i'r~~1 
·~a ... sll ia 3,6, ,ni 9 Inch 3toPI:Th~ ~~~ral: l!~~th i~ 17l fe~t 
~~j th~ t.llJ3t ;»n~l i~ 7 r~~t. It ~~ulJ be ~~13toi in s 
c~~bi~~tion ~f lind ani ar~a with aeryli. p~int' in li7~ly c~l~r~. 
I foel this p~rticul.r w.ll,2l1f~~t hllh ~nd 2l} feet wii. 
is p,rttcu12rly F11tJIi f~r 3uch vi!uJl lrchlt~;t'.ll'Jl .tr~Ht:nf)nto 

~he bui6~t flr th~ w,rk is ~4000 a~~ w)ull b~ 3peat i~ th~ 
tall;;:w1n6 W'Y3 J.J ell!':!ly ~:3 cI.n b~ let,r:r1i::la:.t .It t~lt.., ti'!eo 

t-V.i" ~tz. I A/.-7 "{5?!> 
61> 1.10 4-x8Ix~" HJ.~enlte lhc~t.J 
~ 2. VJ.r!lb~r,h'rd.war~,~lue r"r c.)n3truatiln 3f pH1~ll. 
'2S 3 .. TI;",t;ra;::1n6 ~:ap~r,nl.",'l .n" r'll~t"Jl nuteri.l. r .. r 

~rep2r'tary atuai61. 
2k5 4. Aeryli. paint; 2 ~all. ge.,.,apprex.10 quarta at' 

a.l.r ,na ~djium. 
~ 5.Relat~. p.intin~ supplio. (brush,s,r~11Jr3,bueketl 3t~o) 
450 '. 
COltSTRUCTj;O!~ A~iD I1:STALU TION q~o 
J(' ~o 1. a ass! at anta r.lr 80 heu.rs \ .. n~ week ~. 4h) J .;8 p~r heur 

So 2. a~ntal.r ~.afrel~ln~ 
to 3 Trl~sp.rtati.n .r mural panels rraa Cettenw~ea C.nye~ 

staal. t. B.zlaan stu_ia sp.~e .n~ thJn •• te Library 
I 00 4Extra akille. alsia'.n •• at tir ... f inatall.tiett. 
~~o 5. Twa w •• k rontal er a B.~laaR .tuai. ap.Qe wh.r. ~ur.l 

aan b. apprexiaately a •• eablo. r.r final paint1n~ aa 
• tllt.l werk. 

~ 6.Extra h.at .na light in heme atuai. wQlr ••• parate 
'. Gfoo pa~s Is haTO been paint .... 

Reaaill •• r t. the art1.'_ -----=2.=-&...::~;....O __ 
~ooO 

SUMMARY 
The prejo.\ 1. a aural r.r the Beze~an Publio Library. 

The lubjl&t il tns \,HNTm FAIR, an aeti'fity ar ~r.at tlity-ceunty 
hi.'.ry ana en~ein~ i~t.r.a'.I\ will r.pr •• en' all .t the taDilia~ 
11ghta,th. rar~ .n1~.1.,th. eeekin~ eeap.titien,t~. lun.hr.eIl, 
t11. tarra Ilac1l1 •• r y

i
t •• mobil. h.ra. u.p1ay •• , •• Bu. lI.a1.17 i, 

wIll all.w \he p.ep " the R.Itbb.r. ana t~l.ni.,the .Ail.~ •• , 
ana tAe •• rree .r1~ker •• th. huma.1ty tha' aako. tn. f.1~ 
••••••• Pi·ani p ••• ib1e. Ta. purp ••• 1. the Tl.ual ana arc~.e.\ur.l 

---------~----.---. 

enll~n.II .. nt .t an 1.e,llly .ui tee. wall er the library 0 The t.tal 
fun •• r.queat.~ are ~4000. The prej&4t 1. ,plna.rea by the Art 
C.~~ltt •• af tn. BozomaA Public Liorary. 

14190 C.tten •• e. Cany.n 
B"u!lilan,Mcnt.na 

T.rlanJ.:: Y6U 
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fl. b\!rt :u,\; ••• " 
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HISTORY OF THE MISSION 

ST. MARY'S MISSION: THE FIRST DAYS 

In 1841 the Bitterroot Valley lay at the heart of a vast 

mountain wilderness. Traversed only by the trails of Indians, 

fur trappers, and wild game, it was lush and beautiful, watered 

by the crystal Bitterroot River and protected by the towering 

peaks of the majestic Bitterroot Range. Here, beneath the lar­

gest mountain, a small band of Jesuit Missionaries planted a 

rough-hewn wooden cross and built a small log chapel. Both church 

and mountain, symbol of their faith, were named St. Mary's. 

Led by Father Pierre Jean DeSmet, S.J., the Missionaries came 

to teach the Flathead Indians, who for ten years had sought to 

learn the mysteries of faith held by the legendary Blackrobes. Four 

embassies of Flathead tribesmen had undertaken the dangerous journey 

to St. Louis, the nearest outpost of civilization, to obtain a 

priest for their people. In 1840 St. Louis Bishop Joseph Rosati 

granted their dream and commissioned Father DeSmet to establish 

a Mission in the remote homeland of the Flatheads. 

For a decade the Fathers at St. Mary's worked to build a 

Christian Community among the Flathead people. They taught school, 

planted gardens, sowed wheat, constructed a sawmill, a grist mill, 

and established a small village along the Bitterroot River -- all 

firsts in what is today the state of Montana. In 1850 the Jesuits 

left the Bitterroot Valley to extend their missionary work to other 
parts of the Rocky Mountain West. 

THE MISSION IS REBUILT 

In 1866 the Fathers returned to their beloved Bitterroot 

Valley to build a new St. Mary's Mission and to help the Flathead 

Indians adapt to the radical changes White settlement was bringing 



( 

to their world. Here the Jesuits remained with their chosen people 

until 1891, when the Flatheads were forced by the U.S. Government 

to forever leave their native homes in the Bitterroot. 

The new St. Mary's Mission became the horne of Father Anthony 

Ravalli, esteemed for his ability to minister to both the body and 

the spirit; Brother William Claessens, a skilled carpenter who had 

first corne west with Father DeSmet; and Father Joseph Giorda, Super­

ior of the Rocky Mountain Missions. Flathead Chief victor(Charlo) 

also built his home on the Mis3ion property and Major John Owen, 

proprietor of nearby Fort Owen, was a frequent visitor. 

ST. MARY'S CHAPEL 

When the new St. Mary's Church reached its final form in 1879, 

it reflected the skill and devotion of Father Ravalli and Brother 

Claessens. The hewn log structure was faced with gleaming white 

clapboards surmounted by a domed bell tower. Inside the tower hung 

a large bell specially ordered from Cincinnati and baptised "Joseph" 

by the Fathers. The interior of the church was paintstakingly fin­

ished with board and batten walls, wainscotting, and a second level 

gallery. The altar was set in the center of three graceful arches, 

accented with delicate scroll work carefully designed and executed 

by Father Ravalli. In the niche above the altar was placed awooden 

sculpture of the Blessed Virgin carved by Father Ravalli. On either 

side of the altar were built canopied brackets to hold the large 

statues. For one of these Father Ravalli created a powerful figure 

of St. Ignatius from wood, canvas, and metal. The overall effect 

of the church interior, like the men who created it, was simple, 

yet eloquent and inspirational. 

RESTORATION AND INTERPRETATION 

The once thriving St. Mary's Mission complex today consists of 

only a handful of buildings: the chapel, Father Ravalli's house/phar­

macy, a few farm buildings, and the house thought to have belonged to 

Flathead Chief Victor (Charlo) . The church interior was restored in 



celebration of the nation's bicentennial in 1976; to celebrate the 

centennial anniversary of the 1883 founding of the Diocese of Helena, 

complete redevelopment and historical interpretation of St. Mary's 

Mission is proposed. Plans for the historic ~~ission complex include: 

Restoration of the interior of Father Ravalli's house/phar­

macy and installation of museum exhibits to interpret his life and 

work. 

-- Restoration of Chief victor's(Charlo's) House and installation 

of museum exhibits to interpret the influence of St. Mary's Mission on 

the lives of the Flathead people. 

-- Installation of museum exhibits in the rooms adjoining Saint 

Mary's Chapel to interpret the work of Jesuit Missionaries in the 

Rocky Mountains. 

-- Restoration and adaptation of a small Mission farmhouse for 

use as a visitor orientation center. 

-- Development of a new parking facility and restoration of his­

toric Mission landscaping. 

-- Continued restoration of St. Mary's Church. 

The story of the founding of the first church in Montana will come 
alive through the restoration and historical interpretation of Saint 

Mary's Mission. Montana citizens and her vacationing guests can once 
again visit the simple home and pharmacy of Father Ravalli, hear the 

story of the Flathead's quest for Blackrobes, and pray in the historic 

Mission church. The cost of physical restoration of the Mission struc­

tures and historical interpretation of events and people who lived 

there is estimated at $130,000.00. 
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ST. MARY'S HISSION RESTORATION PROJECT 

COST BREAKDOWN -- 1983 COSTS 

the following costs are for the restoration and interpretation of 

the three main structures at St. Mary's, 1) the Mission; 2) the 

Pharmacy; and 3) Chief Charlo's house. The preliminary costs are 

as follow: 

1. Sitework 
this includes the raising up of 
Chief Charlo's house for a foun­
dation and landscaping 

2. Concrete Work 
Foundation - Chief Charlo 
Walks 

3. Masonry Work 

4. Carpentry Work 
this includes new siding, flooring & 
repair of existing, & other woodwork 

5. Insulation/Flashing 

6. Doors & Windows(replace & build new ones) 

7. Finishes 

8. Electrical 

SUB-TOTAL 

CONTINGENCY 

TOTAL 

Costs for site/structure interpretation panels 
signs and brochures 

Costs for rehabing the structure in the field 
for visitors' center 

Additional parking and sitework if the struc­
ture is used as a visitors' center 

Architectural inspection and supervision for 
all work 

SUB-TOTAL 

GRAND TOTAL 

$ 12,000.00 

3,800.00 

4,200.00 

7,900.00 

1,100.00 

8,100.00 

7,300.00 

2,400.00 

$ 48,800.00 

8,000.00 

$ 56,800.00 

$ 9,600.00 

45,600.00 

12,000.00 

6,000. 00 (maximum) 

$ 73,200.00 $ 73,200.00 

$130,000.00 




