
MINUTES OF THE HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE ON 
INSTITUTIONS 
February 19, 1983 

Side 78 The meeting was~ called to order at 7:20 a.m. in 
Room 108 of the Capitol Building. 

Members present were Sen. Mark Etchart, Sen. Bill Thomas, 
Rep. Bob Thoft, Sen. Donald Ochsner, Rep. Steve Waldron, 
and Rep. Glenn Roush. 

Also present were Norm Rostocki and Peggy Williams of the 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst's Office (LFA), Bill Gosnell of 
the Governor's Office of Budget and Program Planning (OBPP), 
Carroll South, director of the Department of Institutions, 
and Hank Risley, warden of the Montana State Prison. 

(011) Norm Rostocki outlined the decisions already made 
by the committee and then submitted a summary schedule 
outlining the LFA recommendations, the OBPP recommendations, 
and the subcommittee decisions (see Attachment 1). The com
mittee reviewed some additional decisions necessary to com
plete the budgets. 

CORRECTIONS DIVISION 

(075) The Department requested an Emit System for the 
Pre-release Centers to attempt to cut down on lab tests that 
are currently being sent to the Missoula Crime Lab. The 
Crime Lab has begun charging fees for each test. The Emit 
System would be used in the centers to pre screen urine 
samples so only the tests that come out positive would 
need to be sent to the Crime Lab. 

SEN. ETCHART moved to authorize $43,750 in FY'84 and 
$27,000 in FY'85 for drug testing at the Pre-release 
Centers. 

The motion was passed UNfu~IMOUSLY. 

SEN. ETCHART moved to set a 2% vacancy savings factor in 
the Corrections Division. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 

PAROLE AND PROBATION HODIFIED BUDGET 

(195) The committee discussed the tvlO additional parole 
and probation officers authorized by this committee. The 
Department worked up the cost of these two additional FTE. 
In FY'84, the cost would be $58,759 and $56,471 in FY'85. 
These costs include personal services and operating expenses 
necessary for the additional positions. The committee dis
cussed the necessity of these positions. 
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YOUTH TREATMENT CENTER 

(236) . The committee discussed where the funding will come 
from for the transfer of youth to the Center when construc
tion is complete. The Chairman said he would discuss this 
issue with the chairmen of the Human Services Subcommittee 
and the Education Subcommittee. It was generally agreed 
that there should be a reversion clause in the appropria
tions bill for the Department of Social and Rehabilitation 
Services and the Office of Public Instruction and that the 
Youth Treatment Center would be funded from the General Fund. 

There is $2,200 in the FY'84 budget for recruitment costs. 
The Department stated that those recruitment costs would be 
used for professional staff. The Department would request 
an additional appropriation of $13,000 for the recruitment 
of aides and nurses. Mr. South reiterated that it is ex
tremely difficult to recruit nursing staff due to the low 
salary scale paid by the State in comparison with other 
hospitals and medical facilities in the state. Mr. South 
noted that there will be Special Improvement District (SID) 
fees charged to the Youth Treatment Center property in 
Billings. He wasn't sure what that cost would be per year 
but stated that the cost would be spread over a fifteen 
year period. This SID would come from the Department's 
operational budget. 

REP. THOFT moved to accept the LFA recommendation of 
$2,338,736 from the General Fund and $38,011 from the 
Department of Institutions School Food Reimbursement Fund 
for the Youth Treatment Center in FY'85. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 

CENTRAL OFFICE 

(445) Mr. Rostocki noted that final rental rates had been 
established by the Department of Administration and that 
there was a problem with the Rent category of the Central 
Office budget. The figures were not available to the com
mittee at this time but it appeared additional rent would 
be required. 

REP. THOFT moved to include enough money in the Central 
Office budget to pay the rent that is due for the Central 
Office. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 
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CENTER FOR THE AGED 

(503) The committee discussed cowboy boots for Rep. Francis 
Bardanouve. 

REP. THOFT moved to line item $150 for new cowboy boots for 
Francis Bardanouve from the Center for the Aged budget. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 

MANAGEMENT SERVICES DIVISION 

(533) The Management Services Division is authorized to use 
10% of the block grant funds for administration; however, the 
committee has appropriated all of the block grant funds to 
the Mental Health and Residental Services Division. 

SEN. ETCHART moved to fund the Management Services Division 
with General Fund. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 

MONTANA STATE PRISON 

(562) The Department submitted a list of equipment that they 
feel is necessary for the Prison (see Attachment 2). There 
is a real problem with the kitchen at the Prison for a few 
reasons. The kitchen was built to feed 350 people but is 
currently feeding 770 people. Also, the kitchen is operated 
about 20 hours a day whereas in a normal institutional set
ting, a kitchen would operate 12 hours a day. This causes 
an unusual amount of wear and tear on the equipment and, 
because it has to be in operation most of the time the 
equipment cannot be properly repaired. It is generally 
repaired just enough to be operable. 

The 1982 Special Session authorized funding to expand the 
kitchen facilities and to purchase equipment for the expan
sion. (see the third column on Attachment 2). The funding 
for this additional equipment will be appropriated by the 
Long Range Building Committee. 

Side 79 

Mr. Risley went into great detail regarding the equipment 
request and outlined whch requests were for replacement 
and which were for additional equipment. 
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SEN. THOMAS moved to accept the Executive ~ecommendation for 
Kitchen Equipment. (see Column 1 of Attachment 2). 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 

Side SO 

SEN. THOMAS moved to accept the Department's request for 
Kitchen Equipment that was not requested by the OBPP (see 
Column 2 of Attachment 2). 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 

It is the intent of the committee that the Kitchen Equipment 
have first priority and that those funds not expended on this 
designated Kitchen Equipment will revert. 

The committee discussed the Other Equipment requested by the 
Department. The committee did not feel the Department needed 
all of the trucks that were requested. 

SEN. OCHSNER moved to authorize $120,451 in FY'S4 for the 
Other Equipment. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 

REP. THOFT moved to authorize $100,000 in FY'S5 for the 
Other Equipment. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 

The committee discussed issues that still need to be addressed 
and that additional cuts may need to be taken. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:45 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted: 

SW/lt 

Steve Waldron, Chairman 
Approved 
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