
MINUTES OF THE· HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE ON 
INSTITUTIONS 
January 26, 1983 

Side 30 The meeting was called to order at 8:15 a.m. in 
Room 108 of the Capitol Building. 

Members present were Sen. Mark Etchart, Sen. Bill Thomas, 
Rep. Bob Thoft, Sen. Donald Ochsner, Rep. Steve Waldron, 
and Rep. Glenn Roush. 

Also present were Peggy Williams of the Legislative Fiscal 
Analyst's Office (LFA), Bill Gosnell of the Governor's 
Office of Budget and Program Planning (OBPP), Carroll 
South, director of the Department of Institutions, Mel 
Mohler, superintendent of Swan River Youth Forest Camp, 
Dan Russell, administrator of the Corrections Division of 
the Department of Institutions, and Gerald Underwood, 
business manager of Swan River Youth Forest Camp. 

(020) Rep. Les Nilson, House District #37, voiced his 
concern regarding the deletion of the vo-tech instructor 
and the GED instructor from the Swan River budget. He felt 
that Swan River is one of the few, and probably the best, 
chance for rehabilitation that this state has in its Cor
rections Division and he felt these positions are vital to 
that rehabilitation effort. Many of the youth in Swan River 
do not have any educational background. 

(048) Chairman Waldron addressed the budget amendment that 
provided funding for the vocational instructor. One line 5 
of the budget amendment it states "no future commitment has 
been made for future General Fund support. Continuing these 
services beyond fiscal year 1982 will depend upon availability 
of OSPI funds." Normally these positions are not picked up by 
General Fund. The Chairman asked why this committee should 
make an exception in this case. 

Rep. Nilson responded that this is the best shot-for rehabili
tating anyone in the present corrections system and, if it does 
require General Fund monies, he felt it would be well worth the 
expenditure. 

(070) Mr. South introduced Mel Mohler, Dan Russell, and 
Gerald IUnderwood. He then gave the history, purpose, funding, 
and a general overview of Swan River Youth Forest Camp. 

(116) Ms. Williams addressed the position deletions (see 
Attachment 1). She then addressed the differences in the 
Operating Expenses (see Attachment 2). 

Chairman Waldron noted that, when the committee visited the 
institution, the psychologist requested that more funding be 
provided for his services. 
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In the area of Contracted Services, there was a difference 
in contracting for the psychologist and for haircuts. 
Ms. Williams then addressed the Equipment budget (see 
Attachment 3). 

(206) Mr. South addressed the LFA's presentation. He ex
plained that the vacancy savings factor forces the Department 
to leave positions open and the next legislature will probably 
cut the empty positions. With the small number of employees 
at Swan River, in 20 years there will not be any more employees 
left if there is always a 1.5% vacancy savings factor. He 
noted that, if the institution loses the Title I teacher, it 
will also lose school lunch money funding of about $12,000 per 
year. 

Mr. South addressed the need for psychological services. The 
Parole Board requires psychological reviews on inmates before 
they can hear a parole case so the Department felt there should 
be additional funds to accomodate that requirement. 

Regarding the request for contracted hair cutting, there was a 
maintenance man at the institution that cut the inmates hair. 
This was not in his job description and he decided he did not 
want to continue giving haircuts. This request would be to 
contract for haircuts. 

Side 31, 

Mr. Underwood addressed the need for travel to provide the staff 
with training. 

Executive Action (029) 

SEN. ETCHART moved to delete the Social Worker FTE per the OBPP 
recommendation. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 

Both the LFA and the OBPP deleted the Vocational Education in
structor. The committee felt this position was beneficial to 
the rehabilitation efforts of Swan River. 

SEN. THOMAS moved to retain the 1 FTE Teacher which is par
tially funded by Title I monies. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 

The committee discussed the possibility of purchasing books 
and teaching supplies with the Title I funds should they 
become available. Mr. Underwood said that option is open. 
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SEN. THOMAS moved to authorize funding for the vocational 
Education Instructor. 

CHAIRMAN WALDRON opposed the motion. All other members 
approved the motion. The motion was passed. 

Overtime (176) 

SEN. OCHSNER moved to accept the OBPP recommendation for 
$191 for Overtime. 

Chairman Waldron requested a roll call vote. CHAIRMAN 
WALDRON opposed the motion. All other members approved the 
motion. The motion was passed. 

Vacancy Savings (202) 

SEN. ETCHART moved to set a 0% vacancy savings factor. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 

Contracted Services (225) 

REP. ROUSH moved to accept the OBPP recommendation for 
Contracted Services. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 

Supplies and Materials (280) 

REP. THOFT moved to accept the LFA recommendation for 
Supplies and Materials. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 

Communications (319) 

SEN. OCHSNER moved to accept the LFA recommendation for 
Communications. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 

Travel (347) 

SEN. THOMAS moved to accept the OBPP recommendation for 
Travel. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 
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Rent. (356) 

SEN. ETCHART moved to accept the LFA recommendation for 
Rent. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 

Utilities (362) 

REP. THOFT moved to accept the OBPP recommendation for 
Utilities. Chairman Waldron noted that this would go into 
a single line item for Utilities for the Department of 
Institutions. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 

Repairs and Maintenance (376) 

SEN. THOMAS moved to accept the OBPP recommendation for 
FY'84 and the LFA recommendation for Fy I 8S for Repairs and 
Maintenance. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 

Other Expenses (43S) 

REP. THOFT moved to accept the OBPP recommendation for 
Other Expenses. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 

Side 32 

Equipment (002) 

There was some discussion regarding the programmers for 
the boiler. 

REP. ROUSH moved to accept the OBPP recommendation for 
programmers for the boiler. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 

SEN. ETCHART moved to accept the OBPP recommendation for 
the propane kitchen equipment. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 
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SEN. OCHSNER moved to accept the LFA recommendation for 
Equipment deleting the $9,300 for the 12 passenger van 
and including the boiler programmer and propane kitchen 
equipment as previously voted on and passed. 

Mr. Gosnell asked that the committee also include the 
sewer auger which the Department felt is necessary. 

SEN. OCHSNER withdrew his motion. 

SEN. THOMAS moved to accept the OBPP recommendation for 
a sewer auger. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 

SEN. OCHSNER moved to accept the LFA recommendation for 
the handheld two-way radios~ the mobile two-way radios, 
and the suction pump. 

The motion was passed m~ANIMOUSLY. 

REP. THOFT moved to accept the LFA recommendation for 
the office calculators. 

CHAIRMAN WALDRON opposed the motion. All other members 
approved the motion. The motion was passed. 

Pine Hills School 

There was an error in calculating the FTE level for Pine 
Hills School. 

SEN. THOMAS moved to set the FTE level at Pine Hills School 
at 113.5. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 

Boulder River School and Hospital (164) 

The committee discussed the costs entailed in moving 25 
additional residents from Boulder River School and Hospital. 
The cost would include closing a cottage at Boulder (see 
Attachment 4). There would be a net savings, based on these 
assumptions, of $44,000 to $179,000 per year. 

There was a question whether the residents who are Medicaid 
eligible would still be eligible if they were moved to group 
homes. The committee would not take any executive action on 
this issue at this time. 
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The meeting was adjourned at 10:30 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted: 

SW/lt 

S ve~aldron, Cha1rman 
Approved 
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