
MINUTES OF THE HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE ON 
INSTITUTIONS 
January 25, 1983 

Side 26 The meeting was called to order at 9:15 a.m. in 
Room 108 of the Capitol Building. 

Members present were Sen. Mark Etchart, Sen. Bill Thomas, 
Rep. ,Bob Thoft, Sen. Donald Ochsner, Rep. Steve Waldron, 
and Rep. Glenn Roush. 

Also present were Peggy Williams of the Legislative Fiscal 
Analyst's Office (LFA), Bill Gosnell of the Governor's 
Office of Budget and Program Planning (OBPP), Carroll 
South, director of the Department of Institutions, Dick 
Heard, superintendent of Boulder River School and Hospital 
(BRSH), and Jim Curry, business manager of BRSH. 

(025) The committee discussed the position changes (see 
Attachment 1). 

REP. ROUSH moved to cut 1.5 FTE Title I Behavior Modifica­
tion Therapists but to include language in the bill to allow 
the Department of Institutions to come in for a budget amend­
ment should Title I funds become available. 

The motion WaS passed UNANIMOUSLY. 

SEN. ETCHART moved to include the OBPP recommendation to 
delete a .5 FTE Cosmetologist. 

REP. ROUSH made a substitute motion to delete a 1 FTE 
Custodial Superintendent, a .5FTE cosmetologist, a 1 FTE 
Equipment Operator, a 1 FTE Nurse, a'l FTE Warehouse Worker, 
and a .5 FTE Warehouse Worker. 

There was some discussion regarding the wa~ehouse workers and 
their duties. It was determined that at least the .5 FTE 
warehouse worker should remain in the budget. 

REP. ROUSH changed his motion to exclude the .5 FTE Warehouse 
Worker. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 

SEN. OCHSNER moved to delete a 1 FTE Painter. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 

Due to an Office of Civil Rights law suit, additional teachers 
had to be added to BRSH for children under 18 years of age. 
The number of children in this age group has decreased so the 
committee can make adjustments in this area. 
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REP. THOFT moved to accept the OBPP recommendation to delete 
3 FTE Teachers, 4 FTE Teacher's Aides, .5 FTE Occupational 
Therapist, and .5 FTE Rehabilitation Aide. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 

SEN. ETCHART moved to authorize 470.4 FTE for Boulder River 
School and Hospital for the biennium. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 

(214) Mr. South requested that language be included in the 
bill to provide funding for the BRSH staff that would be 
deleted on July 1 (see Attachment 2) should the patients still 
be at BRSH after July 1. This would occur if the Developmental 
Disabilities Division of the Department of Social and Rehabili­
tation Services does not have the group homes prepared for the 
patients that would be moved out of Eastmont to make room for 
the BRSH patients. 

SEN. THOMAS moved to delete 25.8 FTE for the movement of 
residents but to include language to allow for a phase out of 
the FTE to match the movement of 25 patients of BRSH by 
October 1. 

Rep. Thoft felt the FTE should be deleted July 1 and, if the 
move does not take place, the institution should corne in for 
a supplemental or absorb the loss of FTE funding. 

REP. THOFT made a substitute motion to delete 25.8 FTE from 
BRSH due to the movement of 25 patients out of BRSH. 

SEN. THOMAS withdrew his motion. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 

The previous :motion left the institution with more than a 1:1 
direct care ratio. Ms. Williams said an additional 5.2 FTE 
could be deleted for a savings of $77,000 per year. The com­
mittee discussed how FTE deletions are affecting the institution. 

Side 27 

Overtime (061) 

The committee discussed the OBPP recommendation of $178,155 in 
each year of the biennium for overtime expenses. 
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REP. THOFT moved to authorize $178,155 for overtime in each 
year of the biennium but it is the intent of the subcommittee 
that any unused overtime shall revert. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 

Chairman Waldron urged Mr. Heard to investigate options for 
relief workers to cut down on overtime. 

Vacancy Savings (138) 

SEN. ETCHART moved to authorize a 4.5% vacancy savings factor. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 

The meeting was recessed un~il 10:30. 

(194) Chairman Waldron told the committee that the LFA and 
the OBPP got together during the recess and agreed that 3.2 
FTE direct care FTE could be deleted and the institution would 
still have a 1:1 ratio. 

REP. THOFT moved to delete 4 FTE direct care workers. 

SEN. ETCHART made a substitute motion to delete an additional 
3.2 direct care FTE. 

The committee discussed the 1:1 ratio and if this ratio is 
really necessary. At one time a 1:1 ratio was mandated by 
the legislature but it is no long~r mandated •. 

SEN. OCHSNER and REP. THOFT-opposed the substitute motion. 
All other members approved the motion. The motion was PASSED. 

(255) The committee discussed the start up costs for group 
homes. The LFA will research this issue and get back to the 
committee. 

(316) The committee discussed the FTE level. It was established 
that the residents remaining.inBRSH are generally the most 
severely retarded and Rep.iThoft felt some FTE could be cut from 
training because the most:profoundly retarded cannot be trained. 

Contracted Services: (384) 

SEN. ETCHART moved to accept the LFA recommendation for 
Contracted Services. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 
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The committee discussed the hospital at the institution which 
has been converted to an infirmary. This institution has a 
lot of trouble filling physician positions due in part to the 
environment. 

Side 28 

Supplies and Materials (035) 

Mr. South said he did not have a problem with the LFA using a 
three year average. Chairman Waldron addressed the attends 
which are disposable diapers. Eastmont went to the attends 
and were able to delete 1 FTE laundry worker. 

SEN. OCHSNER moved to accept the LFA recommendation for 
Supplies and Materials and to include $40,000 per year for 
attends. It is the intent 6f the subcommittee that the 
administration attempt to delete an appropriate FTE level if 
possible by the lIse of the attends. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 

Communications (102) 

REP. ROUSH moved to accept the LFA recommendation for 
Communications. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 

Travel (111) 

REP. THOFT moved to accept the LFA recommendation for Travel. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 

REP. ROUSH moved to authorize $10,500 in FY'84 for travel 
costs for the transfer of residents and it is the intent of 
the subcommittee that any unused travel shall revert. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 

~t is the intent of the subcommittee that the Department of 
Institutions pay particular attention to costs of transferring 
those residents to get the lowest cost available. 

Rent (157) 

REP. THOFT moved to accept the LFA recommendation for Rent. 

The motion was.passed UNANIMOUSLY. 
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Utilities (163) 

SEN. ETCHART moved to accept the OBPP recommendation for 
Utilities. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 

Repairs and Maintenance (171) 

REP. THOFT moved to accept the LFA recommendation for Repairs 
and Maintenance. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 

Other Expenses (182) 

The difference in this area' is registration fees to send 
employees to training seminars and workshops. 

REP. ROUSH moved to accept the OBPP recommendation for Other 
Expenses. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 

Goods Purchased for Resale (211) 

SEN. ETCHART moved to accept the OBPP recommendation for Goods 
Purchased for Resale. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 

Equipment (221) 

Ms • Williams presented the committee with a breakdown of the 
equipment request (see Attachment 3). These are listed in 
priority order as determined by BRSH. The committee went down 
the list and Mr. Heard explained the reason for each request. 

Th.eIcommittee discussed the necessity for a 42 passenger bus. 
I-1s. l~illiams felt since: there will be 25 residents moved out 
and since the remaining residents do not need as· much education 

."b~9ause of,theirage,there rea11y shouldn't be that much of a 
'iiefe9, for the bus. 

Side 29 

REP. ROUSH moved to delete the 42 passe~ger bus from the 
equipme~t1ist. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 
,-!.:,.-- -~ 
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REP. ROUSH moved to accept the LFA recommendation for equipment 
deleting $31,079 for the 42 passenger bus and adding $1,060 for 
a radial saw for a total appropriation of $63,346 for equipment 
for the biennium. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 

Modified Budget (086) 

There is a modified budget for moving 25 residents out of BRSH 
(see Attachment 4). The LFA will have to work up figures for 
Personal Services to reflect the position deletions. 

SEN. ETCHART moved to accept the OBPP deletion with the infla­
tion factors on the modified movement of residents for contrac­
ted services, supplies, utilities, repairs, and equipment. 

The motion was passed UNANIMOUSLY. 

Mr. South again brought up the fact that the residents may not 
be moved out of BRSH by July 1. 

SEN. THOMAS moved to authorize the additional 25.8 FTE level 
without adding funds for the first three months of FY'84. 

The motion was passed m~ANIMOUSLY. 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:40 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted: 

SW/lt 

Steve Waldron, Chairman 
Approved 
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