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MINUTES OF THE HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOM..."1ITTEE ON EDUCATION 
January 14, 1983 

The House Appropriations Subcommittee on Education met at 
8:00 a.m. on Friday, January 14, 1983 in Room 104 of the 
State Capitol. With Vice Chairman Sen. Swede Hammond pre­
siding, all members were present, with the exception of 
Chairman Rep. Esther Bengtson, who had accompanied the 
Institutions Subcommittee on their trip to M.iles City and 
Glendive in order to visit the Community Colleges in those 
cities. The budget proposal for the Montana School for the 
Deaf and Blind was heard. 

Pam Joehler (LFA) began the hearing with her analysis of the 
proposed budget. See Exhibit 11]1,." The School serves about 
325 children. Two new dorms, a food service, and a gymna­
sium were approved for construction by the 1981 Legislature. 
One dorm is completed and the rest of the buildings are ex­
pected to be completed by October 1983. She reviewed the 
action which had been taken during the special session of the 
Legislature. The LFA made several adjustments to the current 
level expenditures. Since the time that the budget was pre­
pared, the School had been audited and they were instructed 
to use up their interest and income monies and they had had 
to make a budget amendment because of this. Therefore, the 
LFA estimate in this category will have to be revised. The 
LFA adjusted the utility costs to reflect changes from the 
construction that is going on. This is a different approach 
than the Governor's Office,took. The agency revised its def­
inition of FTE in its education program. Teachers formerly 
classified as 1 FTE are now classified as .73 FTE. The 
total level in the education program has been reduced by 
L 86 FTE by the LFA. The School requested that the Legis­
lature continue to support the FTE involved in the Title VI-C 
federal program. The LFA suggests that if the Legislature 
continues this support that it request line items to ensure 
that funds are spent following Legislative intent. The 
Legislature also needs to determine whether it wants to con­
tinue to provide General fund support for the Chapter I 
programs. The School maintains that there will be a 15% 
reduction in federal funding and is asking for General Fund 
replacement. 

Frances Olson (OBPP) then presented his analysis. The Ex­
ecutive budget reflects the 1983 level of funding for personal 
services and for operating expenses. 6% has been added for 
inflation. In addition, consideration was given for increased 
operating expenses due to the addition of the new building. 
For the Chapter I program, the Executive budget proposes to 
replace the lost federal funds with General funding. The 
Executive budget also includes the modification for adding 
an additional custodian for the new facilities. A modified 
request was put in for utili ties for the ne,v buildings. Also 
2.5 FTE are requested in an additional modification under the 
Student Services category. 
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Ms. Joehler then added that some clerical errors had been 
made which would result in changes in three programs at the 
second-level comparison level. She also brought up the fact 
that the Board of Public Education had approved a proposal 
by the Office of Public Instruction that the School assume the 
responsibility of contracting for audiological services that 
are currently contracted through OPI. The proposal is to 
transfer appropriation authority from OPI to the School for 
the Deaf and Blind and that the appropriation be line-itemed, 
wi th any balance reverting to the general fund. No additional 
FTE will be required. She submitted that the issue could be 
addressed without making it part of the overall budget. 

Questions were asked. Rep. Ernst wanted to know if there 
were any savings from shutting down the old utilities since 
the new building was completed. Ms. Joehler explained that 
there are 2 efficiencies; (1) in the fall of 1983 the old 
building would be torn down and (2) the new boiler is more 
efficient. 

Mr. Bob Deming, Superintendent of the Montana School for the 
Deaf and Blind, then testified in support of the Executive 
budget. He presented a slide show, put together by five 
C.M. Russell High School students '''hich demonstrated what the 
School did. After the slide show, bulletins were distributed 
to the Committee members which contained an analysis of the 
Governor's and the LFA's budgets; see Exhibit "B". He ex­
plained that the booklet had been developed by the Board of 
Public Education, from private dollars. He stated that their 
goal was to serve the children at current level with current 
staff, and the only exceptions were for the FTE for the new 
facilities. 

Sharon Cromems , a member of the Superintendent's 
Advisory Council for the School for the Deaf and Blind, then 
spoke. Regarding Title VI-C, the alternative offered was 
possibly returning those five multiple-handicapped students 
to the local school districts. This could be done, but those 
students would be denied the high school personnel that is 
needed to teach them. This kind of skill is not available 
in the average school. Another option would be to send them 
out of State, but it'would cost far more than the money 
proposed by the Governor's budget. 

Harriet Meloy, a member of the Board of Public Education, 
then spoke. The Board supports the School's budget unqual­
ifiedly. They hope the cost problem with the federal gov­
ernment has been resolved satisfactorily. They also support 
the modified request for utilities for the new building. 
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Bob LeMieux, a teacher for the deaf, then testified. He is 
also a father of two girls who attended the School and Pres­
ident of the Federation of Teachers at the School. He rose 
in support of the Governor's budget. 

Phyllis Honka, the parent of one of the children seen in the 
slide show, testified. She praised the job the School had 
done for her son. 

Denis Yost, also a parent of the MSDB student, spoke. Their 
daughter has a partial hearing loss and she attended public 
achools until the 8th grade, but they were unable to serve 
her sufficiently. He rose in support of the Governor's 
budget. 

Ann Engels, also a parent of a MSDB student, rose in support 
of the budget and the School. 

Martha Janes, another parent, spoke up in support of the 
budget and the School. 

Janet Grover, another parent, testified. Her daughter at­
tended Helena schools until the 9th grade and was considered 
retarded. She in now in her first year at MSDB and is accepted 
simply as a MSDB student attending East Junior High. 

Dave Mason, also a parent of a deaf child attending the School, 
stated that, thanks to the School, now their child can com­
municate and is a total person. Nowhere else in the State 
could she have gotten this opportunity. 

Questions were then asked. Rep. Ernst asked Mr. Deming to 
tell the Committee about the School's basketball team. He 
replied that the girls had won a basketball game this year 
after five years. The basketball program has made the stu­
dents' self-image improve greatly. 

The hearing was then closed and the meeting was adjourned 
at 9:00 a.m. 

~~~ ~ Swede Hammond, Vice Chairman 
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