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The Appropriations Committee met at 1:45 p.m. on March 26, 1983, in 
Room 104, with Chairman Francis Bardanouve presiding. Representative 
Shontz was absent. All other members were present. Judy Rippingale, 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst, was also present. HOUSE BILLS 114, 161, 
187, 624, 692, 758, and 759 were heard. No EXECUTIVE ACTION was taken. 

(Tape 10: Track 1:G9D2) 
HOUSE BILL 114: A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE 
TRAINING FOR FAMILY PRACTICE RESIDENT PHYSICIANS; LIMITING USE OF 
FUNDS; APPROPRIATING FUNDS; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE." 

Representative MANUEL introduced the bill and explained its duties. 

Proponents: 
MARSHALL COOK, Montana Family Practice Program, voiced his support 
and provided a fact sheet (Exhibit 1). 

DR. JOHN DRYNAN, Director of the Department of Health and Environ­
mental Sciences, voiced his support for this bill. 

J. T. LOENDORF, Montana Medical Association, voiced his support for 
this bill. 

KEN RUTLEDGE, Montana Medical Association, voiced his support for this 
bill. 

Opponents: None. 

Discussion: None. 

The hearing was closed to further testimony. 

HOUSE BILL 759: A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "A BILL APPROPRIATING 
MONEY TO THE DEPARTrmNT OF INSTITUTIONS FOR AN INCREASE OF 25 IN THE 
AVERAGE DAILY POPULATION OF THE WAru~ SPRINGS STATE HOSPITAL; PRO­
VIDING FOR A REVERSION OF FUNDING ON A PRO RATA BASIS." 

Representative MENAHAN introduced this bill. He said there is a 
serious staffing problem at that institution and the legislature 
must do something about it. 

Proponents: 
BILL GOSNELL, representing the Office of Budg.et and Program Planning, 
voiced his support for this bill and outlined the budget approved by 
the subcommittee. The subcommittee increased the average daily 
population from 340 to 350 but he felt this bill would allow more 
flexibility should the population increase more than 350. 

Representative NANCY KEENAN, House District #89, voiced her support 
for this bill. She felt the state should pay more attention to 
treatment than merely housing. 
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Representative !ffiNAHAN noted that patients admitted to Warm Springs 
sometimes have to wait up to three weeks before they are seen by 
the physician and there have been a lot of complaints in this regard. 

The hearing was closed to further testimony. 

HOUSE BILL 187: A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO APPROPRIATE 
$2 !lILLION TO THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND REHABILITATION SERVICES 
FOR EXISTING AREA COUNCILS ON AGING AS PROVIDED IN SECTION 53-5-101, 
MCA. " 

Representative MENAHAN introduced this bill which would fund in-home 
services for senior citizens through the Council on Aging. Represen­
tative BARDANOUVE said this committee has held a number of hearings 
on this bill already for people who came on the wrong days. 

Proponents: 
NORM HJELM from Great Falls voiced his support for this bill and 
presented written testimony from Elsie Latham of the Montana Senior 
Citizens Association who could not be present at the hearing (Exhibit 
2). He handed out a census of residents of Montana broken down by 
age group (Exhibit 3). He said senior citizens make up a good portion 
of Montana's population and their needs should be fulfilled. Mr. HJELM 
said senior citizens are much happier if they can live in their own 
homes and not nursing homes. 

AGNES CROW, Senior Helping Hands in Billings, voiced her support and 
provided written testimony (Exhibit 4). She also presented testimony 
from Bea Ann Leary (Exhibit 5). 

JOHN LAFAVER, Director of the Department of Social and Rehabilitation 
Services (SRS), voiced his support for this bill. 

RITA ALBANO, a lHssoula nursing home ombudsman, voiced her support 
and presented a document which outlined the cost of health care 
throughout Montana (Exhibit 6). 

MATT BASARABA, representing the Missoula chapter of the Montana 
Senior Citizens Association, voiced his support for this bill. 

ROSCOE CANON of Great Falls voiced his support because he said these 
people want to take care of themselves instead of having to be placed 
in nursing homes. 

Opponents: None. 

Discussion: 
Representative BENGTSON asked how this money would be allocated. 
Mr. LAFAVER said proposals are submitted and the Department chooses 
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the most meritorious proposals that would fit into the appropriation 
limit. 

The hearing was closed to further testimony. 

(Tape 10: Track 1:1496) 
HOUSE BILL 161: A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO APPROPRIATE 
MONEY TO THE DEPARTMENT OF CO~llmRCE TO FUND THE POSITION OF STATE WEED 
CONTROL COORDINATOR." 

Representative ERNST introduced this bill. 

Proponents: 
Representative THOFT voiced his support for this bill. 

Opponents: None. 

Discussion: None. 

The hearing was closed to further testimony. 

HOUSE BILL 692: A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO APPROPRIATE 
$45,000 FOR ADMINISTRATION AND OPERATION OF THE FLATHEAD BASIN 
COUMISSION." 

Senator JEAN TURNAGE, Senate District #13, presented this bill to the 
committee. This commission would be comprised of 15 members, some of 
which work for state departments that deal with environmental issues 
and one representative from Alberta, Canada. The commission would 
monitor the environment of the Flathead Basin. Most of the members 
are ex-officio and are not paid. This appropriation would provide 
meeting per diem. The state Forest Division in Kalispell has offered 
office space. 

Proponents: None. 

Opponents: None. 

Discussion: 
Representative CONNELLY noted that the Cabin Creek mlnlng operation 
will be starting up soon and this commission would be needed to 
preserve the environment of that area. 

The hearing was closed to further testimony. 

HOUSE BILL 758: A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE 
COUNTY POOR FUND MATCHING GRANT-IN-AID PROGRAM BY PROVIDING THAT 
CERTAIN EXPENSES ARE REASONABLE AND NECESSARY POOR FUND EXPENDITURES 
FOR PURPOSES OF THE MATCHING GRANT-IN-AID PROGRAM AND ~ffiKING THESE 
PROVISIONS RETROACTIVE TO JULY 1, 1982; DEFINING "INDIGENT PERSON" 
AND MEDICAL SERVICES" FOR POOR FUND PURPOSES; MAKING THE COUNTY POOR 
FUND MATCHING GRANT-IN-AID PROGRAM A PERMANENT PROGRAM; APPROPRIATING 
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MONEY FOR THE CURRENT FISCAL YEAR TO FUND EXPENDITURES AUTHORIZED BY 
THIS ACT; A1lliNDING SECTIONS 1 AND 2, CHAPTER 11, SPECIAL LAWS OF 1981; 
REPEALING SECTION 4, CHAPTER 11, SPECIAL LAWS OF 1981, AND PROVIDING 
AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND APPLICABILITY DATE." 

Representative TONI BERGENE, Hbuse District #36, introduced this bill. 
She presented proposed amendments (Exhibit 7) and explained what this 
bill would do. Currently, Grant-in-Aid money cannot be used for legal 
services or workfare programs. This bill allows that money to be spent 
for these services, which tend to be very costly to larger counties. 

Proponents: 
DARRYL I.fEYER, lobbyist for Cascade County and Hissoula County, voiced 
his support. He read a letter from Harold McLaughlin, Director of the 
Cascade County Public Welfare Office (Exhibit 8). He then presented a 
letter from the Missoula County Commissioners (Exhibit 9). This would 
be a one time expenditure and, if it is not appropriated, the counties 
don't know where they will come up with the money to pay these costs. 

There was some discussion regarding the workfare program. The unions 
opposed this bill at first but negotiations are going much more smoothly 
now. 

Opponents: 
JOHN LAFAVER, Director of SRS, voiced his opposition to this bill. He 
said HB 898 addresses the Grant-in-Aid program. If both bills pass, 
they will address the same issue but will conflict and he felt HB 898 
had more to offer. 

Discussion: 
Representative WALDRON noted that Missoula County has a law suit 
pending for administrative costs. Mr. LAFAVER said it was intended 
that the workfare program savings would offset the administrative costs. 
He further stated that deputy county attorney's salaries should not be 
paid through the Grant-in-Aid funds. 

The hearing was closed to further testimony. 

(Tape 10: Track 2:0000) 
HOUSE BILL 624: A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ALLOWING CERTAIN 
ELDERLY CITIZENS TO DEFER CERTAIN PROPERTY TAXES; PROVIDING AN INTEREST 
RATE FOR DEFERRED TAXES; PROVIDING FOR ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT; 
PROVIDING PENTALTIES; PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION; AND PROVIDING AN 
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

Representative KATHLEEN MCBRIDE, House District #85, introduced this 
bill. Legislation passed last session changed senior citizens' 
property tax rates from a flat rate to a sliding fee based on income. 
These people do not have increases in income but their taxes were 
raised which put a great burden on them. This bill would allow elderly 
citizens to apply for this program and, if eligible, the state would 



'Minutes of the meeting of the Appropriations Committee 
March 26, 1983 

Page 326 

put a lien on the property. The state would then pay the local property 
taxes so there would not be a burden on local governments. When the 
property was sold or the person no longer met the eligibility criteria, 
the lien would be paid off. This would allow senior citizens to stay in 
their homes and, at the same time, the local governments would not lose 
their tax money. 

Proponents: None. 

Opponents: None. 

Discussion: 
Representative MCBRIDE explained that this bill is limited to senior 
citizens to see if this kind of program will work. If it proves to 
be successful, the bill can be increased to serve a larger group. 

There was some discussion on how this bill relates to a bill passed 
earlier this session. The eligibility criteria in this bill limits 
it to lower income senior citizens. This bill also includes mobile 
homes. 

The hearing was closed to further testimony. 

The meeting was adjourned. 

-3,u.~,<'-(" ~. ~ . r~"-t~(' .. ~ '-f'- "--P 
FRANCIS BARDANOUVE c: 
Chairman 

It 



-FACT SHEET-

EXHIBIT 1 
March 26, 1983 A, 
Full Committee 

1. The Montana Family Practice Satellite Unit Program, Inc. is a non-profit, 
tax exempt corporation with a board of directors representing the medical 
and hospital communities as well as the executive branch of state government. 

2. The Montana Family Practice Training Program is community based, community 
hospital/physician sponsored program. 

3. As of January 1, 1983, five communltles are involved with the training of 
family practice residents. These communities are: Choteau, Havre, Helena, 
Sidney and Wolf Point. 

4. The family practice residents are second and/or third year residents from 
various family practice residency training programs throughout the United States. 
These residents are licensed physicians in their respective states and are 
provided with a temporary license while training in the state of Montana. 
Fourteen residents will receive one month training within the state between 
August, 1982 and August, 1983. 

5. At present there are eighty accredited family practice residency training 
programs that have expressed a desire to participate in the Montana program. 

6. The cost for training one resident for one month will average $3,000.00. The 
sponsoring hospitals are providing the cost of training. The sponsoring 
hospitals from the above five communities will be able to train at least twenty­
two residents between July, 1983 and June, 1984. The cost will be approximately 
$66,000. 

7. The Family Practice Training Program is requesting $135,000 for the 1985 
biennium to support the program. These funds will not directly support the 
residency training activities of participating hospitals, but will cover the 
costs of coordinating and administering the placement of residents from various 
residency programs across the nation to the participating Montana hospitals. 

8. The Montana Family Practice Training Program is not associated with other state 
medical educational programs, i.e.: WAMI, WICHE, The University of Washington 
or Montana University System. 

9. A look to the future: 

a. There are 304 physicians in the state that practice family medicine 
(family practice physicians). 

b. The average age of this group of physicians is 50. 
c. 68 physicians in this group are between 50 and 59 years of age. 
d. 82 physicians in this group are over 60 years of age. 



-.. 

Personnel 

Coordinator 

Secretary 

- .. 

Montana Family Practice Satellite Unit Program 

Budget Request for 1983/84 and 1984/85 

Sal ary 

30,000 

10,000 

+ 20% Benefits 

6,000 

2,000 

B . 

Total 

36,000 

12,000 

Operational Cost (general office ~xpenses, i.e. supplies, printing, etc.) 5,000 ' 

Communications (includes phone, postage) 

Travel 

5,000 

8,000 

Total - $66,000 

1983}84 - 66,000 

+ 5% for 1984}85 - 69~300 

For Biennium - $1~5,300 



Montana Family Practice Training Units as of January 1, 1983 

1. Choteau - Teton Medical Center 
2. Havre - Northern Montana Hospital 
3. Helena - St. Peter's Community Hospital 
4. Sidney - Community Memorial Hospital 
5. Wolf Point - Trinity Hospital 

Affiliated Family Practice Residency Programs as of March 1, 1983 

1. Baptist Medical Center, Gadsden, Alabama 
2. The Medical University of South Carolina, Charleston, South Carolina 
3. Resurrection Hospital, Chicago, Illinois 
4. The University of Oklahoma, Tulsa Medical College, Tulsa, Oklahoma 
5. Hennepin County Medical Center, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
6. David Grant Medical Center, Travis Air Force Base, California 
7. Niagara Falls Memorial Medical Center, Niagara Falls, New York 
8. Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center, El Paso, Texas 
9. Swedish Covenant Hospital, Chicago, Illinois 



388 U.S. 3 YEAR FAMILY PRACTICE RESIDENCY PROGRAMS 
(All States Except Montana, Alaska, and New Hampshire) 

MONTANA FAMILY PRACTICE SATELLITE UNIT PROGRAM, INC. 

MONTANA FAMILY PRACTICE SATELLITE UNITS 
(Choteau, Havre, Helena, Sidney, Wolf Point) 

D, 



1406) 443-5341 

EXHIBIT 2 
March 26, 1983 

:tInutaua ~rtttor mittzP1t!i Aggu., .Jnt.COmmittee 
WITH AFFILlATF:D CHAPTEF6 THROUGHOUTfHE STATE 

P.O. BOX 423 • HELENA. MONTANA 5962.4 

26 t'larch 19U3 

TESTIMON\ OF ELSIE LATHAM, MEfv18ER OF THE BOARD OF THE r·lONTANA S[;~IOH 

CITIZENS ASSOCIATION IN FAVOR OF HOUSE BILL 187 

~ly name is Elsie Latham and I am here to speak for House Bill 187 

concerning home health care. I am part of a delegation of 12 members of 

Montana Senior Citizens Association who came by bus from Great Falls and 

Cascade. I would like the delegation to stand. 

To gain an idea of the number of seniors in Montana, I have included 

a copy of the 1980 Census data containing the number of senior citizens 

in each district. In Cascade County, there are 11,310 seniors over the 

age of 60 according to the census. This should help the committee to 

comprehend the potential numbers of seniors needing in-home health care. 

The Great Falls MSCA chapter goes on record us supporting Huuse Bill 

187 for the following reasons: 

(1) It has the broad-based support of all the senior groups through-

out the state, 

(2) It is cost-effective and can help reduce the Medicaid budget of 

which Montana pays 37?~, 

(3) It maintains the individual as a taxpayer, protecting the tax 

base, 

(4) Senior Citizens are much haopip.r remaining in their own environ-

mente 
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Yellowstone County Council On Aging , 

EXHIBIT 4 
March 26, 1983 
Full Conunittee 

~1 arc h 2 6, 19 8 3 

The ~jen_iur Ilelping Hands 

Program and the Visting Nur~e ~ervice have coordinated efforts to 

serve not only Yellowstone County but also serve Carbon, Big Horn 

G old e n Vall e y, t,1 u sse 1 ~) he 1 1, :1 til 11-,1 n t e r i1 n d S 1'1 e etc) r;] c) s CDS. wit h 

H . B. 2. 1 7 run d s. Wit h the $ 5 ~) , B:5 n 1,>/ e had i n 1 () El 2. - 8 3 2. yea I' per i a d 

we have had 83 different clipnts with 405U vists , average vist 

2 Hour~3, 

I can assure you all these patients were not eligible for monies 

from Nedicare, Medicaid or Private Insurance and the Patient 

Themselves have very little money as mo"t of them hrJd exhausted 

their funds on Medical Care.for the services they recived under 

H.B. 217 also none of them we were aware of were eligible for S.R.S. 

Home Attendence Services. 

The Services given these clientsvaried but were given by well train­

Homemaker Home Heath Aides . The clients recived Personal care where 

needed, Light Cleaning, Laundry, some meal Prepration and patient 

sitting. 

Let me give you a few cases we have served. 

Case Aj A lady in a rural County had 'Several surgeries on her 

back and ended up with a medal rod in her back,which took her body 

quite a while to accept,so for about six months she had to have a 

brace on before she could get out of bed and taken off before going 

to bed As there was no family available we had a Ilomemaker Home 

Health Aide go in and do the back care, some light cleaning ,laundy 

and shopping this way she was able to remnin at home. She is now 

able to ere for her self. 
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Another sample of a case is case B. 

A couple in Mid 90 l s that the Daughter has been caring for 

when her husband became an invalid needing her full time so 

again in a rural area we were able to send help in 2 times 

a day to get the frail little Lady up for the day fix their 

breakfast and lunch~ straighten up, make beds and some days 

do laundry. Then she would go back in late afternoon to fix 

dinner and do dishes give Lady her bath and help her in bed. 

The Daughters husband is some better now so we only help this 

couple 2 times a week now. 

Many other cases are very simular such as case 3. 

A 95 year old couple that are so frail that dishes are very 

hard for them and this couple IS an exnmple of coordination 

of family and several programs as they receive Meals on 

Wheels, A Nurse visits them once a month then our Homemaker 

Home Health Aide goes in 2 times a week to help with baths 

and light cleaning. The family takes care of the shopping, 

setting out medications, garbage and heavy cleaning. I just 

wish I could take you to see this lovely couple. 

Many other cases are very simular with persons receiving help 

being mainly in 70 to 100 year group with long term illness or 

just frail and no longer eligible for Medicare in' have helped 

many of them with very little money as medical bills have eaten 

up their life savings. 

Along with patients 11 women in seven counties have received 

training in Personal Care, understanding the AginQ Process and 

problems of caring for frail elderly in the home as this care 

does differ from hospitals and nursing homes, All the Supervis­

ing and training and Adminstrative work for the HB 217 funds 

has been donated from other Proaram funds. 

In summary I would like to remind you that the Senior Population 

prefer to remain at home as long as they do not require 24 
care where they are in~~nendent Qnd hour 

happy. The last figure I saw 
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on persons In Nursing Homes said of the 4 to 5% Of the elderly 

th8t 8re currently in Nursing Ilome~) 45~[, of them with a little help 

at home could have remained at home. I feel that the 83 in my 7 

County Area plus the lr47~ In the rest of the state that this 

$ 250.000. in the past 2 ye8rs has becn well spent. 

Ten to Twelve Dollars one or 2 times a week IS also Cost effective 

as the same persons could have been $40 to $60 a day in NIJrsing Homes. 

Ple8se remember not all the Seniors in the ~)tate will need this 

s e r vic e but the rea rem 0 ret han Uw 1 c, :' B ~ i c n i 0 r s t hat h a v e bee n 

s e I' v p d b Y t his g I' (] n l t h Ll t don e e d h e 1 p ~l n d ~'I e nee cJ t 0 I' erne m b e r the s e 

are the be aut if u 1 p e 0 pIe t hat h a v e IP a d e () lJ I' S tat e and nat ion the m 0 s t 

wonderful place in world to live in . 

Thank you for yOUI' time. 

Agnes C. Crow, 

i ( • 
! ' 

Director Senior Helping Hand 

Program. 



gj(lQO(1ltJ~t()lI() Coullty 

1;:; Xli .l1H '1' ~ 

March 26, 1983 

~l Committee 

COUI1r;Q 011 U+gi/lg. ,91le. 

Committee Hembers: 

~('.(11l1 'j!! 
1jrCr(w:lrl1r (I(lilli/ I) e(1111/11('II':I' 

P.tl. -n(11 '2'::(1'24 
I::MCi 110(:. '" UPI1! (/11(1 t;l) !('17 

:-larch 25. 198] 

In 1981 the Yellmv'stone County' Council un Aging, Inc. in Billings \v'as very 
pleased when the State Legislature passed H.B. 217 to assist the Seniors in Mon­
tana with in home services; now you are looking at H.B. 187 with the same in­
tentions. 

He saw this as an opportunity to rene\v' a coordinated service in a seven 
county and one reservation vicini ty for in hnme heal th services." Through con­
tracts with the Yellowstone City County Health Department and the Senior Help­
ing Hands this has been accomplished for Carbon, Big !lorn, Golden Valley, Nus­
selshell, Stilhv'ater, Sweetgrass, Yellmv'stone Counties and the Crmv' Reservation. 

The Senior Helping Hands Program has hired homemaker health aides who re­
side in these counties. These aides arc supervised by nurses from the City 
County Health Department. The nurse will make a visit and determine the needs 
and then the aide goes in as needed to provide the services. These services 
may include light housekeeping, preparing ill1 ('vL'ning meal, shopping assistance 
and bathing. 

Over the past l~ years we have provided services to 83 different individuals 
for a total of 4,050 visits. Approximately tiS clients were served in Big Horn, 
Carbon, Golden Valley, Musselshell, Stillwater, Sweetgrass Counties and on the 
Crow Reservation. These people ~lOuld not have had these services without this 
program and this funding. 

These services are important. They allow these Seniors to stay in their 
homes and remain independent. For many the other option is a nursing care fa­
cility and a lack of freedom and independence. 

I would request that you consider the needs and dignity of those in our 
socie ty who physically need our assis tance. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

~ ?7 ! 
/;.e"e -' .r;::4X< ,£t£-1::-,,,' 

Bt.'d ,\1111 L(';] I-V 

Suppllrtiv(' S('rvic('~; Director 

BAL! fb 
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EXHIBIT 7 
Harch 26, 1983 
Full Conunittee 

Amendments to House Bill 758 (Introduced copy) Rep. Bergene 

1. Title, lines 10 and 11. 
Following: "PURPOSES;" on line 10 
Strike: "r.1AKING THE COUNTY POOR FUND t-1ATCHING GRANT-IN-AID 
PROGRAH A PERMANENT PROGRAM;" 

2. Title, lines 14 and 15. 
Following: "1981;" on line 14 
Strike: "REPEALInG SECTION 4, CHAPTER 11, SPECIAL LA\lS OF 1981;" 

3. Page 6, lines 10 through 14. 
Strike: lines 10 through 14 in their entirety 
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TElEPHONE: (406) 761·6605 

Departillent 01 Publie "'ellare 

Mr. Darryl Meyer 
1123 North Roberts, Apt. #4 
Helena, Montana 59601 

Dear Darryl: 

P. O. Box 1546 Great .'alls. :'IO ... IIIUI 5,.40:1 
March 23, 1983 

:.;c. Ull(~erGtn.nd ::Cl!SQ ~,~_lI 758 \"7ill ~e COr!SiC~2~~r! "by t-hp P()lH1P AIl~r()!1riation.s 

Committee on Saturday, March 23 at 1:00 p.m. I will be unable to attend the hearing 
because of prior committments which will have me out of state on Saturday. 

H.B. 758 proposes a number of things including a re-enactment of matching grants­
in-aid for Helfare administration provided for by the 1st Special Session in 1981. 
That part of the bill (re-enactment of matching grants) should be deleted since 
H.B. 798 (McBride's) will provide another mechanism for state assumption of county 
deficits. 

Part (2) of Section 1 of H.B. 758 contains definitions which are also unnecessary 
in view of McBride's bill. 

Our greatest concern is that current law be amended retroactively to 7/1/82 to 
clearly specify the following expenditures as reasonable and necessary and is 
found in Section 2, part (b) of H.B. 758: 

Legal Services relating to county welfare cases provided by the County Attorney's 
office or by a contracted attorney authorized by the board of county commissioners. 

Interest on Registered Poor Fund Warrants; and 

Ar)ministrativp.and S1lPp.yvi.sory Costs of Operating the Hork Program. 

Legal Services are provided to our department by a deputy County Attorney hired for 
that purpose and whose services are used exclusively by our department. We have 
funded a position in whole or in part for the past 5 years. If we did not fund such 
a position, the County Attorney could not give our needs the high priority required 
and we would be dependent on the availability of other staff. Prior to having our 
own position, we experienced a seriour lack of continuity, lengthy delays because of 
lack of availability and no service to provide training, consultation, representation 
with challenges brought by the public through adr.J.inistrative appeals and litigation. 
We feel we can demonstrate that the position has been cost effective on the basis of 
recoveries made by the services of the attorney and successful defense against appeals. 

Interest on Registered Harrants is 
satisfy our legal obligations. The 
pay its bills and the major portion 
the form of property tax payments. 

a cost we incur because we do not have cash to 
department is dependent on property taxes to 
of revenues are received in November and May in 
Cascade County is in its third year of Poor Fund 

CENTER OF MONTANA'S LIVESTOCK AND FARMING AREAS 
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, 

Darryl Meyer 
March 23, 1983 
Page 2 

deficit. State grant-in-aid rules forces ~ the county to begin the fiscal year 
with a zero or negative cash balance by requiring that all revenues be expended 
before a grant-in-aid is allowed. We began this fiscal year with a cash deficit 
of $49,000 and have incurred costs at an average of $200,000 per month. Since we 
did not have revenue to pay those costs, it was necessary to register warrants and 
that entails payment of interest. We ,,,ill be in a deficit position during eight 
or nine months of this fiscal year. 

Hork Program administration expenses occur because we are required to have a work 
program to qualify for state matching grant-in-aid funds. In Cascade County, we 
have between 200 and 300 General Assistance clients '"ho must ,,,ork for their benefits. 
The number of hours they are required to work ranges from 40 to 120 per month. 've 
have an average of 60 participants working on any given day at 21 public and private 
locations in the conmunity. The responsibility of developing job sites, scheduling 
workers, transporting workers, negotiating continuously with labor orfaniz£tions, 
dealing '''ith job related conflicts, job inj:1ries, keeping records ana making c:eports 
are all responsibilities essential to a successful Tlorkfare program. Our regular 
staff has neither the time nor ability to perform those duties and in Cascade County 
we have employed an individual as Work Program Administrator. 

The cost for the foregoing three areas of need in Cascade County will be from 
$100,000 to $120,000 in this fiscal year. Anticipated expenditures will be about 

$35,000 for Legal services consisting of the travel, salary and benefits of a 
Deputy County Attorney. 

$53,000 for Interest on Registered '-larrants. 

$20,000 for salary, benefits and travel of vJork PrograI!l Administrator. 

In addition to Cascade County, we are aware that a~ least Missoula and Silver 
Bow Counties are also incurring some or all of these areas of expenditure. ~e 
would estimate a maximum state,,,ide need of $300,000 to $400,000 for those costs 
in fiscal year 1983 on a retroactive basis. We feel that is a relatively small 
portion of the total grant-in-aid authorization the Department of SRS has received 
for the current fiscal year. 

very truly yours, 

~;¥!t~/~. 
Harold McLaughlin, tbirector 



ISSOULA COUNT 
BOARD OF COUNTY Cm.H.1ISSlm~ERS 

~MB~~-7~,~~~3 

Full Committ e 

• Missoula County Courthouse • Missoula. MontJna 59802 
(406) 721-5700 

BCC-83-l79 
l-larch 25, 1983 

The Honorable Francis Bardanouve, Chairman 
House Appropriations Committee 
House of Representatives 
Capitol Station 
Helena, Montana 59620 

Dear Representative Bardanouve and Other Committee Members: 

We are writing to offer strong support for HB-758, which would 
mandate that the Department of Social and Rehabilitation Services 
reimburse counties for poor fund expenditures which they had 
erroneously decided do not qualify under HB-13, passed in the 
1981 Spcial Session. 

All counties that budgeted for Workfare administration, registered 
warrants and deputy county attorneys out of the poor fund, did so in 
the belief that they were required by State Law to pay for 
these services out of the poor fund, and indeed there was no other 
way for them to be paid. For SRS, through its rule-making authority, 
to mandate that statutory welfare costs could not be reimbursed by 
them under the grants-in-aid provisions of HB-13 we believe was a 
grievous and costly injustice. Passage of this bill will help to 
ensure that in the future, SRS re~pects the will of the Legislature 
and makes its rules in a more rational and responsive fashion. 

Sincerely, 

Evans, Chai 

. R,~ rdh,{~ 
Bob Palmer, Commis~ioner 

. NOT AVAILABLE FOR SIGNATURE 

Ann Mary Dussault, Commissioner 
BCC/HS/ls 

cc: All Missoula Legislators 
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

.................................................................... 19 .......... .. 

SPUXEa 
MR .............................................................. . 

APPltOPRn~IOU 
We, your committee on ...................................................................................................................................................... .. 

aOOSE 114 
having had under consideration .................................................................................................................. Bill No ................. . 

SBCOW YILLOW 
_______ reading copy ( ) 

A BILL I'OR AN ACT BlfH~~lor ·U Aer TO PROYmZ TRAIUW FOlt JlAJaLY 

ttftAC':ICB llBSIDmrl PlirS,ICZANS J LIMITING CSB OF :rmms f APP1tOPlUA1.'UG 

PUWS: Am) PROVIDIJfG All ~1VJ! DAttB." 

114 
Respectfully report as follows: That ............................................................................................................ Bill No .................. . 

be alliGnded 48 f011ow4: 

1. Pa9~ 2, lin. 21. 
P.o11o~inq; ·fUftd~ 
Strike. -$135,]00· 
Insert: "$ti5,OGO for the fiscal yoar ending- June 30, 1:,)5., and 

$6, QUO for tIle fiscal year e.ndin9 J'une 30, 1,a5. '" 

~~~ AS A.'m;;lD~O 

DQ-AASS-

STATE PUB. CO. 
Helena, Mont. 

COMMITTEE SECRETARY 



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

MARCH 23, 33 
.................................................................... 19 ........... . 

Speaker 
MR .............................................................. . 

J\ppropr iations 
We, your committee on ....................................................................................................................................................... . 

liouse 161 
having had under consideration .................................................................................................................. Bill No ................. . 

Firat , t~hlte \ 
!; ~ ,-.~ ,.- .••. "._ ••. 

t·~\1·l"! :,. 
A 3ILL FOR AU ACT E..~TITL:ED: '" Ml ACT TO APPROPRIATE MONEY TO '1'tm 
DZPA;t~MT';NT OP l"GlUCUL·~tiRE TO l'''UNO 'l~.ae POSli~Im: OF STA~"'ZWEEO CONTROL 
COOroINATOR ... 

house 16.1 
Respectfully report as follows: That ............................................................................................................ Bill No ................. .. 

STATE PUB. CO. Chairman. 
Helena, Mont. 
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

MARClI 21l, 83 
.................................................................... 19 ........... . 

sPt"..Almlt 
MR .............................................................. . 

. APPROPRIA~IO~S 
We, your committee on ....................................................................................................................................................... . 

having had under consideration ..................................... ~~~~ ............................................................... Bill No .... ~~~ ..... . 

TO DEFER Clm.TAIN 'PROPERTY TADS, PROVIDING AN I1ftUES't RA'l'3 FOR DE!'ERRED 

TAnS, PROVIDInG POR ADMmISTRATION AND Em"ORCEMEH'r, PROVIDING PEW\LTIES; 

PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATIO}l; AND PROVID1t1G AN ImmOlATE ~IV£ DATE.-

Respectfully report as follows: That..._ ......................... ~~ ................................................................ Bill No ..... ~~~ ...... . 

,,' 

STATE PUB. CO. FRANCIS BAROANOUVP! Chairman. 
Helena, Mont. 

-. 



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

~ 28 83 .................................................................... 19 ........... . 

sn.a.ua. 
MR .............................................................. . 

APPROP1tIM'XOMS 
We, your committee on ...................................................................................................................................................... .. 

having had under consideration .............................................. ~~~~ ...................................................... Bill No ..... ~~.~ ... .. 

_______ reading copy ( ) 

A DILL POll All ACf EftlTLEIft'lor·u AC.r '1'0 APPItOPJ'tIAft $'45,000 POll 

AD..'4I.ISUA!'IO!f Arm OPmtAYXOII 01! 'lBB FLA11tDD BASnt CmuaSSIOB." 

muss "2 
Respectfully report as follows: That ............................................................................................................ Bill No .................. . 

DO PASS •. ~ 

STATE PUB. CO. 
'ftA~I.··!jAID:uOlMt·············· .. · .. ·· .. ·C'h~i~·~~~:········· 

Helena, Mont. 

COMMITTEE SECRETARY 
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.................................................................... 19 ........... . 

snua MR .............................................................. . 

-. I.UJIOPBnHOD We, your committee on ................................................................................................................................ , ...................... . 

'having had under consideration ......................... ~ ........... ; ............................................................... Bill No ......... 1.5., 

"1~ • ....:: ________ reading copy ( __ -;--_ 
. color 
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STATE PUB. CO. -Chairman. 

Helena, Mont. 
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