
HOUSE LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT RELATIONS COMMITTEE MINUTES 
March 22, 1983 

The House Labor and Employment Relations Committee 
convened at 4:40 p.m., March 22, 1983, in Room 224K of the 
State Capitol, with Chairman J. Melvin Williams presiding 
and all members present except Reps. Farris and Dozier, 
excused, and Reps. Seifert and Thoft, absent. Chairman 
Williams opened the meeting to an executive session on SB 273. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

SENATE BILL 273 Chairman Williams said he had requested 
that this bill be returned to the committee 
so they could take another look at what they 

thought they did. He asked David Hunter, Department of Labor 
and Industry, to explain what the intent of the bill was and 
the problem with the amendment they had attached. 

DAVID HUNTER passed copies of a suggested amendment, Exhibit 
1, and a fact sheet, Exhibit 2, to the members. He said the 
amendment added by the committee on March 17 that the 
applicant had to earn only 10% of the average weekly wage 
opened the benefits up to more workers. He said 20% would 
be a better figure to use. He said with the 20% amendment 
they would not be cutting off people that are permanent part­
time but the seasonal people who are not really attached to 
the labor market. The way the original amendment read some 
would be receiving more in weekly benefits than they did 
in weekly wages. 

Rep. Driscoll expressed concern that this change would affect 
waitresses that work shifts. Mr. Hunter said the impact 
primarily is in the retail sector and not in the service 
sector. 

Rep. Driscoll moved to TABLE the bill. This motion failed 
with 10 voting no, 5 yes (Dozier, Bachini, Farris, Driscoll, 
McCormick), and 2 absent (Thoft and Seifert). Reps. Dozier 
and Farris had left their votes with the sectretary.) 

Rep. Miller moved the amendment which is Exhibit 1 and this 
motion carried with Reps. McCormick, Pavlovich, Bachini, 
Driscoll voted no. 

Rep. Jones moved the bill AS AMENDED BE CONCURRED IN. This 
motion carried with Reps. Pavlovich, McCormick, Bachini, 
Driscoll, Dozier and Farris voting no. Reps. Dozier and 
Farris had left votes with the secretary. 

Meeting adjourned at 5:10 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Emelia A. Satre, Sec. 



AMEND SENATE BILL 273, Third reading copy (blue) with 
House committee amendments of 3/17/83 as follows: 

1. amend House committee amendment #1 as follows: 
Following the third insertion. 
Strike: "10%" 
Insert: "20%" 
Following: "39-51-2201(3) 
Insert: "in subject employment in the base period" 

. r~ lJ ),("-) ,p 
\: C " 

\~ 0 ~/11\ 
~. 

39-51-2105 is now amended to read: 

"39-51-2105. Qualifying wages. On and after July 1, 1983, 
to qualify for benefits, an individual must have had at 
least 20 weeks of work in which his average weekly wage 
was equal to 20% of the average weekly wage calculated 
pursuant to 39-51-2201(3) in subject employment in the 
base period. '/ 



(
' 

IF
AC

T 
SH

EE
T 
PE
~I
NI
NG
 T

O 
SB

 
27

3 
.:. 

., 
.
~
 

CY
80

 
CY

81
 

CY
82

 
CY

83
 

CY
84

 
CY

85
 

A
ve

ra
ge

 
W

ee
kl

y 
W

ag
e 

$ 
24

1.
32

 
$ 

26
2.

62
 

$ 
28

2.
32

 
$ 

30
3.

49
 

$ 
32

6.
25

 
$ 

35
0.

72
 

T
ax

ab
le

 W
ag

e 
B

as
e 

7,
60

0 
7,

80
0 

8,
00

0 
8,

20
0 

8,
40

0 
8,

60
0 

(7
5%

 A
ve

ra
ge

 
W

ee
kl

y 
W

ag
e 

w
it

h 
$2

00
 

1 i
 m

it 
) 

A
ve

ra
ge

 
Ta

x 
R

at
e(

%
) 

2.
9 

2.
9 

2.
7 

3.
 1

 
3.

 1
 

3.
 1

 

FY
82

 
FY

83
 

FY
84

 
FY

85
 

FY
86

 
FY

87
 

M
ax

im
um

 W
ee

kl
y 

B
en

ef
it

 A
m

ou
nt

 
$1

45
 

$1
58

 
$1

69
 

$1
82

 
$1

96
 

$2
10

 
(6

0%
 A

ve
ra

ge
 

W
ee

kl
y 

W
ag

e)
 

A
ve

ra
ge

 
W

ee
kl

y 
B

en
ef

it
 A

m
ou

nt
 

$1
20

 
13

2 
14

4 
15

7 
16

9 
18

0 

M
in

im
um

 W
ee

kl
y 

B
en

ef
it

 A
m

ou
nt

 
$ 

36
 

39
 

42
 

46
 

49
 

53
 

(1
5%

 A
ve

ra
ge

 
W

ee
kl

y 
W

ag
e)

 

M
in

im
um

 Q
ua

li
fy

in
g 

W
ag

e 
$ 

50
 

50
 

50
 

50
 

50
 

50
 

(C
ur

re
nt

 L
a\'

1)
 

N
in

im
um

 Q
ua

li
fy

in
g 

H
ag

e 
~ 

48)
 

(5
2 

) 
56

 
60

 
65

 
70

 
(P

ro
po

se
d 

La
v.J

) 

N
um

be
r 

o
f 

ho
ur

s 
at

 S
ta

te
 

19
 h

rs
 

19
 

hr
s 

20
 

hr
s 

22
 

hr
s 

24
 

hr
s 

25
 

hr
s 

M
in

im
um

 W
ag

e 
to

 e
ar

n 
m

in
im

um
 q

ua
li

fy
in

g 
\"

ag
e 

N
um

be
r 

o
f 

cl
ai

m
an

ts
 w

ho
 

18
71

 
28

07
 

w
ou

ld
 

no
t 

q
u

al
if

y
 

N
um

be
r 

o
f 

cl
ai

m
an

ts
 w

ho
 

15
8 

23
6 

\~
 

w
ou

ld
 

no
t 

qu
al

if
y 

as
 

am
en

de
d 

\:
r
 

"'\
 

~,
-

.I
 

_.
,,,

,,,
,. 
(.

 ..... ,"
,"" .

. " 
If

'a
 

""
~"
""
~~
\ 

-
tIiY

,,,
,h

,,,
,,'.

 
'-

",
k<

f~
""

'-
W;

P 
~-
"\
t1
""
)i
,;
, 

-. 



) 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

Ma¥ah 22, ., .................................................................... 19 ........... . 

SPBADR: MR .............................................................. . 

. LABOlt AVD BMPWY'NaJ'f I'.BUd'IOBS We, your committee on ...................................................................................................................................................... .. 

having had under consideration ........................................................... ~~~ ...................................... Bill No . ...... ~1J. .. . 

third 
_______ reading copy ( blue ) 

color 

'I'D IIDIDIUJI QUALIrrDQ DGa lOll mtBMPlJ)YHBNY XIISOJWICB 8BftPX'lS J 

AMDODIG BZc.rIOil 39-51-2105, JlCA7 AWD PltOVIDIHG .IS 1II'I'lICn'18 

llAn .. -

~~~TE . 273 
Respectfully report as follows: That ............................................................................................................ Bill No .................. . 

.bend seaat.e aUl 273, '1'h1rd lte&d1D9 COpy (blae). with HOUR Labor 
ad EllployaeDt Relation Co.aittee AJleAdBlents of 3/17/83 •• follow., 

1. Btdlt_: Bouse CQIIIIU:tea Allfmdatnta 1 &D.d 2 

2. Page 1. line 20_ 
Strike, -vi til All II 
luen. "in which hi." 
l'o1l.Ow1Ag: ";!t!-. 
lJuIert: Wwaa 
Pollowi.DcJ1 ·w· 
IDMrt I • 20.01 the &"geJ:&ge weekly waVe c.lculaWd ~t U) 

39-51-2201(3)-

3. paqe 1_ lta.. 21 and 22. 
Str1lco: tII •• _ on lin. 21 through ·~t" on l1ae 22 

lia& :0 DI 
XXXX" 

DO PASS 

..... .J. .... 8Lv.IJll ...• XIdJ ............................................ . 
STATE PUB. CO. Chairman. 

Helena, Mont. 

COMMITIEE SECRETARY 




