
HOUSE FISH AND GAME COMMITTEE 

March 10, 1983 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Les Nilson in the 
Old Supreme Court Chambers of the Senate in the Capitol Building 
at 12:30 p.m., with all members present. 

Chairman Nilson opened the meeting to a hearing on Senate Bill: 
224. 

SENATE BILL 224 

SENATOR LARRY TVEIT, District 27, Fariview, opened by stating 
this bill is the outcome of an animal contest to name a state 
animal. 55,000 students participated, and the grizzly came out 
on top. I would like to introduce Jean Johnson, who .will tell 
us about the program and the contest. 

PROPONENTS 

JEAN JOHNSON, Secretary of State's Office, said two years ago, 
Jim Waltermire, Secretary of State, initiated the student animal 
project. The major focal point of this project has been that 
the future voters of Montana are our school age children. If 
we can involve them in the electoral process at a young age, 
they will be more likely to participate when they are of legal 
age. In the general election, held on November 2, the grizzly 
defeated the elk by a 2 to 1 margin. Mr. Waltermire promised 
that the results of this election would be drafted in the form 
of a bill. This would enable the students to have a chance to 
follow the legislative process. Nearly 55,000 students in 425 
schools in 55 of 56 counties participated. This is 1/3 of the 
public school population in the state. The students registered 
to vote and went through the voting process as if they were voting 
in a regular election. Many schools designated precincts. We 
in the Secretary of State's Office, have received letters from 
students expressing appreciation for the opportunity to experience 
this process in a way they will never forget. This experience 
will leave a lasting impression in their minds. The Historical 
Society has asked if they could choose some of the posters made 
by the students, to become part of the nermanent record in the 
State of Montana. 

SENATOR ROGER ELLIOTT District 8, Columbia Falls, said you may 
have heard that I was opposed to this bill in the Senate. With 
appropriate amendments, I will be able to give this bill my full 
support. I think it would be appropriate for each county to 
share the grizzly with all of the other people in Montana. I 
would like to propose an amendment to allow the grizzly to be 
shared by all Montanans. The Fish and Game Department traps 
approximately four bears per year. These bears could be dis-
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tributed to areas of Montana that currently do not have a bear 
population. With a program of this type, we could have a rep­
resentative population of bears in all counties of Montana. 

JIM FLYNN, Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks, submitted 
written copies of his testimony to committee members. (see 
exhibit 1) 

Principal speakers representing schools from across the State 
of Montana, testified on behalf of their schools. A list of the 
order in which the students testified is attached. (see exhibit 
2) Copies of the testimony of the students are also attached, 
and follow the order listed in exhibit 2. (see exhibit 3) 

Senator Tveit introduced Mr. Jim Waltermire, Secretary of State, 
to committee members, and to all who were in attendance of the 
hearing on Senate Bill 224. 

Senator Tveit closed by stating he would like to ~o on record 
in opposition to Senator EIJiott's amendments. The grizzly needs 
a habitat in which he has rocks, mountains, and caves to live in. 
He must live in the habitat he has survived in for thousands of 
years. 

Questions from committee. Rep. Mueller said in the history I 
have read in the past years, there was habitat suitable for the 
grizzly in eastern Montana. Senator Tveit replied that is cor­
rect, but at that time, there were not many people living in 
eastern Montana. A saturated human population does not agree 
with the grizzly bear. 

Rep. Ream said Senator Elliott stated that there is an over 
population of grizzly bears. Biologically this is not so. 

Chairman Nilson asked Senator Tveit how he would feel about 
amending the bill to state mamal rather than the state animal. 
The response was I would be in favor of leaving the bill as 
the state animal. 

Chairman Nilson closed the hearing on Senate Bill 224 at 2:35 
p.m. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

SENATE BILL 224 

Rep. Devlin moved Senate Bjll 224, BE CONCURRED IN, the motion 
carried unanimously. 



HOUSE FISH AND GA~m COMJI1ITTEE MINUTES 
March 10, 1983, page 3 

SENATE BILL 336 

Rep. Jensen said there was strong interest from the proponents 
to this bill, to instruct the court that one consideration ought 
to be impoundment of the air craft as a penalty. This would be 
subsequent to conviction. 

Rep. Devlin said I believe the federal statutes already cover this 
area. I don't think we should infringe on this when they are al­
ready taking care of it. 

Rep. Ream moved the amendments to Senate Bill 336. (see exhibit 4) 

Rep. Jenson said I have problems with minimum mandatory sentencing 
in general. We are giving the Justice of the Peace courts the 
instruction to say that in this case, $500. is the minimum amount 
they may invoke as a penalty. We have to remember we have judges 
for a reason. I don't think this is fair. 

Rep. Swift said I want it stated as a minimum so that they will 
know what they are facing. 

Rep. Jensen commented we are giving more discretion to prosecutors 
<1 and less to judges. 

Rep. Spaeth made a sUbstitute motion to restate the amendment to 
read not less than $500., nor more than $1,000. This only changes 
it to a cap of $1,000. The motion carried 16 to 1, with Rep­
resentative Jensen voting no. 

Rep. Spaeth moved Senate Bill 336, BE CONCURRED IN as amended, 
the motion carried 16 to 1, with Representative Jensen voting 
no. 

HOUSE BILL 891 

Chairman Nilson asked what the feeling of the committee would 
be if the bill were to be amended to be funded from the license 
fees rather than the general fund budget. 

Rep. Mueller said when the Health Deaprtment gets a red hot 
situation, and they are checking the water because of a particular 
problem, part of the process is to check the fish tissue. They 
do this if they have a crucial situation, and I don't think this 
is the time to be expanding programs. 

Rep. Swift said I am concerned that the department already has 
the authority to form these tests and take the samples. They 
have the procedures and mechanisms already. I think we ought 
to leave it the way it is without expanding this program and 
cluttering it up with the license fee programs. 
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Rep. Spaeth moved House Bill 891 be TABLED, the motion carried 
with Representatives Hart, Jensen, Veleber, and Nilson voting 
no. 

Chairman Nilson adjourned the meeting at 1:55 p.m. 

LES NILSON, Chairman 

Che~drickson, secretary 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ATTACHED 
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SB 224 

Testimony presented by Jim Flynn, Department of Fish, Wildlife & Parks 

March 10, 1983 

In support of this bill designating the grizzly bear as the state 
animal, it is interesting to reflect on Lewis and Clark's description 
of their first encounter with the bear. 

They had been hearing accounts of grizzlies as they ascended the 
lower Missouri, but remained skeptical of what they had been hearing. 
The accounting of their first meeting goes as follows: 

"Then, not far up the river from winter quarters, they found the 
biggest bear tracks they had ever seen, footprints 11 inches long and 
7! inches broad. Lewis wrote in his journal that these bears must be 
'extremely wary and shy' and the whole expedition was 'anxious to 
meet with some of these bears.' 

"On April 29, 1805, Lewis and one companion, on shore alone, ran 
into two grizzlies. Overconfident, both men fired at once. Luckily, 
only one of the wounded bears attacked. The other fled. The two men 
ran for their lives, trying to get powder and ball into their muzzle­
loading rifles. Finally they reloaded and killed the bear and found 
it was only a half-grown male. A few days later they saw a fully 
grown grizzly out on a sandbar where everyone could shoot at it. It 
took 10 bullets to knock it down and kill it. Then Lewis admitted 
that grizzlies were, as he put it, 'hard to die'." (The History of 
Wildlife in America, National Wildlife Federation, 1975.) 

That was a long time ago, and while many species of wildlife have 
vanished in that time, the grizzly is today what he was then - an animal 
"hard to die." The bear has numerous assets: it is a highly prized 
trophy, a fearful competitor, and at times a mystical presence that 
makes a wild place a very special experience. The largest population 
of grizzlies still occurring in the lower 48 states is found in Montana. 

The presence of grizzlies here also says some things about us as 
a people. We are capable of respecting the bear for what he is and 
of doing what we must to preserve him. We do that for the bear because 
we like to characterize ourselves as somewhat like him - highly 
independent, sometimes a bit cantankerous, and always in need of 
space and freedom. 

There is no better symbol for what we aspire to remain than the 
grizzly bear. What he needs is what we all want; namely, the preservation 
of what is best about the American West. His presence tells us that we 
are doing all right in pursuit of that goal. We can be equally proud of 
the way the grizzly was nominated for this distinction. It tells us all 
that the coming generation shares both our values and our aspirations. 

We support the grizzly bear for deSignation as Montana's state 
animal. 
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My ~ame is Robert Daley. I am in the eighth grade at Golden Ridge School 

which is loc!ted 15 miles west of Fairfield. 

I am here to give testimony in favor of Senate Bill #22L, sponsored 

by Senator Larry Tviet, naming the grizzly bear as Hontana's state 

animal. I surport this bill and urge you to support it as well. 

A state should have as a state animal one that is unique to that 

&.ate and that will give recognition to that state. I feel the 

grizzly hear stands for the people of Hontana--proud, active and 

aJventurous. 

The characteristics of the grizzly be~,r reminrl one of Hontana. 

For examrle, t>"e largeness of the bear reminds one of the vast 

lands of Hontana. The grizzly b€ar's coat color varies from 

creamy-bro',m to almost black. Nontana's coat, its lands, 

vary from amber flatlands to grassy rolling hills to the majestic 

tree-covered mour.tains. The fur of many grizzlies is tirped with 

white. Our mour:ta:'ns are, too, tipped with white shiny snow. 

MontEna truly needs a state animal that will represent the state 

and its reople. I hone in the future that the pearle of 

Montana who are now against the grizzly bear will really cone to 

see how much the grizzly describes Montcna. 

Thank you for listeni>:g to my testimony. I will be glad to answer 

any questions you may ;.,ish to ask. 
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/~. 

,3~ , 

4. 

//5. 

6. 

7. 

/7. 

.z: 
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East Helena East Helena Elementary 

Cindy Tusler Grade 2 Teacher: Connie Wheeler 

Group size: 21 

East Helena Elementary 

Travis VanDerSand 

East Helena 

Grade 2 

Golden Ridge School -- Fairfield 

~obert Daley Grade 8 

Linderman Elementary Polson 

Amy Robinson Grade 4 

Bigfork Elementary Bigfork 

Bill Chrysler Grade 7 

Whittier School -- Great Falls 

Kerry Hartelius Grade 5 

Sunn;:(side School -- Havre 

Mark Green Grade 6 

Broadwater School Helena 

Tonya Easbey Grade 6 

Franklin School Missoula 

Mark Patrick Grade 6 

Ovandp School -- Ovando 
'\ 

Grade Cheryl·· Bush 8 

Lima nigh School -- Lima 

Sherri Stewart Grade 12 

Teacher: Gay Arnasolo 

Group size: 21 

Teacher: JoAnn Bryant 

Group size: 17 (grades I-B) 

Teacher: l-1rs. Gessner 

Group size: 11 

Teacher: Karen Kolar 

Group size: 3 or 12 

Teacher: Mrs. Livingston 

Group size: 2 

Teacher: Chuck Sheldon 

Group size: 48 

Teacher: Marsha Gray 

Group size: 36 

Teacher: Don Phillips 

Gro up s i z e : 31 

Teacher: Maureen Geary 

Group size: 16 (grades 1-8) 

Teacher: Duane benny 

Group size: 22 



PRINCIPAL SPEAKERS 

11. Granville Stuart Grade School -- Deer Lodge 

three fifth grade classes Grade Teacher: 

see below 

12. McCormick School 
/ 

Chad Harper 

"'1-3. 
~'" 

Jefferson School 
~ 

terria Rogers 

14. Geyser School --

Chuck Gondeiro 

}S. Trinity Lutheran 

David Johnson 

11.. Granville Stuart 

~ObbY Havens 

/Steve Pearson 

}!ole Maxwe 11 

Troy 

Helena 

Geyser 

School --

Grade 8 

Grade 6 

Grade 11 

Billings 

Grade 7 

Grade 5 

Grade 5 

Grade 5 

Group size: 90 

Teacher: Bette Sanders 

Group size: 3 

Teacher: Fred Stanaway 

Group size: 18 

Teacher: Beverly Kolar 

Group size: 34 

Teacher: Kaarole Carlton 

Teacher: Miss Palmer 

Teacher: Mr. Wilson 

Teacher: Mr. Perkins 



ALTERNATE SPEAKERS 

e.x, 2-

56 z..z.<-\ 

Linderman School 

Jennifer Boyer 

Polson 

Grade 4 Teacher: Elizabeth Gessner 

2~ Bigfork Elementary -- Bigfork 

Dan Schwennese~I":~Jl~ Grade 5 

Whi ttier School (;:.- ~reat Falls 

Teacher; 

3.. 

Vickie Winterowd Grade 5 Teacher: Mrs. Livingston 

4. Trinity Lutheran School -- Billings 

Myrna Boll Grade 7 Teacher: Kaarole Carlton 

5. Franklin School 

Shawn Monson 

Missoula 

Grade 6 Teacher: Don Phillips 

Broadwater School 

Tracy Simkins 

Helena 

.). Sillmyside School -- Havre 

Greg Gehlen 

'a. Ovando School -- Ovando 

Les Hicks 

Grade 6 Teacher: Kathy Miller 

Grade 5 Teacher: Art Willnow 

Grade 3 Teacher~ Patty Boylan 

~\ Granville Stuart Grade School -- Deer Lodge 

""?-Bill Sellars Grade 5 Teacher: Miss Palmer 

",Jim Winters 

~ean Simons 
.' 

Grade 5 Teacher: Mr. Wilson 

Grade 5 Teacher: Mr. Perkins 



Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee. 

My name is Amy Robinson and I represent the Elementary school 

in Polson, Montana. I am in the 4th grade. I am here to speak 
for Senate Bill 224 sponsored by Senator Larry Tveit. Our students 

believe Montana should have a State Animal. During our election we 

voted by a 2 to 1 margin that our State Animal should be the Grizzly 

Bear. We feel the Grizzly Bear should be our State Animal because 

it is very strong, courageous, and beautiful. The Grizzly is also 

native to Montana. 

The Grizzly Bear is an endangered species, and by making it the 

State Animal, we can help to protect it. Although people say that 

the Grizzly is mean, he seldom attacks unless threatened. 

Thank you for giving me this opportunity to speak to you today. 

If I can answer any questions I would be more than happy to at this 

time ... 1 would like to give you this written testimony from my 4th 

grade classmates. 



School District No. 38, Flathead & Lake Counties 

BIGFORK, MONTANA 

Members of the Legislature and fellow citizens, I am 

Billy Chrysler, a 7th grade student from Bigfork Junior Hlgh 

School, Bigfork, Montana. 

I am here to testify in support of Senate Bill #224 

sponsored by Senator Larry Tviet which designates the Grizzly 

Bear as the state animal. 

I feel that since we have put time into voting for the 

state animal our opinion should be recognized even though 

some people did vote for other animals. I feel that if a 

few Legislators war~ another animal, fine, so did quite a 

few other people but still the majority voted for the 

Grizzly Bear. People also voted for the Buffalo, the Bobcat, 

and the Elk but again, the majority voted for the Grizzly 

Bear. 

I myself voted for the Grizzly Bear in the primary and 

the final elections like many people ir, my class. Even though 

people voted all the way through the two elections for the Elk, 

it was not the majority and the majority is the one that should 

be respected. This same opinion is expressed by rrost of the 

Bigfork 7th graders. We feel that our opinion should be 

respected because the members of our State LegislaDJre are 

supposed to convey what the constituents want. 

Thank you and now I'd be happy to answer any questions t~at 

you IffiY have concerning my speech. 

February 17, 1983 

Billy Chrysler 

131f(jJ~~l 



TESTIMONY FOR SENATE BILL 224 

HELLO, MY NAME IS TONY.?'. EASBEY AND I'M IN THE SIXTH 

GRADE FROM BROADWATER SCHOOL IN HELENA. I AM HERE TO 

TESTIFY IN SUPPORT OF SENATE BILL 224. 

THE GRIZZLY SHOULD BE MONTANA'S STATE ANIMAL BECAUSE 

HONTANA AND THE GRIZZLY HAVE MANY SIMILARITIES. FOR EXAMPLE, 

BOTH THE GRIZZLY AND MONTANA ARE MAJESTIC. 

GRIZZLY BOTH LIKE A LOT OF SPACE AND BOTH ARE PROTECTIVE 

OVER THEIR "HOME". ALSO, MONTANA IS ONE OF THE FEW STATES 

THAT IS FORTUNATE ENOUGH TO HAVE GRIZZLYS LIVING IN IT. 

ANOTHER POINT, WERE NOT THE CHILDREN REQUESTED TO VOTE 

ON A S'J.'ATB ANIMAL? AIm DID NO':!:' THE Hl'.JORITY OF THE CEIL:YdEN 

CHOOSE THE GRIZZLY FOR THE STATE ANIMAL? SO SHOULDN'T THE 

GRIZZLY BE THE STATE ANIMAL? DON'T YOU THINK SO? WE DO! 



I 
'ID: House Fish and Garre C<mnittee 

FI01: Mark Patrick, Franklin School, Missoula, HI' 

SUBJECl': Testinony on SB 224 

My name is Mark Patrick. I am in the 6th grade at Franklin 
Sclx:x>l. lim fran Missoula, Mr. lim here to support the bill 
SB 224 sponsored by LarJ:y Tveit ('lWi.te). 

1. A lot of states have state animals and we would like ale also. 

2. Grizzly is ~ful and beautiful like M:mtana. 

3. The grizzly YOn in a state-wide election by students . 
with a large margin and we l'x:>pe this ccmni. ttee will 
pass SB 224. 

4. M.:mtana is lucky in -t:hltt it is one of a very few states 
that have grizzlies. 

5. We believe rrbst of these students I parents also support 
SB 224. 

6. SB 224 nay help the grizzly fran extinction in the U.S.A. 

7. If the elk was to be chosen less people might be able to 
hunt them and few people hunt grizzly anyway. 

8. The grizzly have been fanous in M:>ntana since lewis & Clark. 

-
I YOuld like to thank the ccmni.tte for listening to me. 

l):) you l:lave any questions? 

" 



Cheryl Bush 

Ovando School, Ovando, Montana 

Grade e Age: 14 

Dear Sirs: 

I would like to express my opinion on S.Bo 224 or otherwise 

known as the Grizzly Bear Bille As a student in Montana, I have 

experienced a neat oportunity to know first hand how a law 

is made. Jim Waltermire, our Secretary of State, presented this 

project to us. We voted for the grizzly bear. We should ~eep it. 

Tr the legislators wanted to vote or name the state animal, they should 

have, but once we had the vote we don't want it taken away. 

I reccommend this bill be taken out of committee and be 

presented to the house. 

Thank-you for your attention. 

Sincerely, 
Uw~13-~ 
Cheryl Bush 
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--r. Chair;-,;an, ,,-r1 nembers of the Corrrnittee. 

I am Bob1:Jy Eavens, I am in t!1e f'i::'th O'r9,de at 

Granville Stuart School in JeerLodCJ:e, ~'ontana. 11- 4 
I am speakinC! in favor of the :3 ena te Bill 

numher 224. RegardinJ the state :mi'T1al. 

The Grizzley 'i--,ear is on t!Je en-lal1'Yered spiecies 

list, and Hhat he tter Hay to keep it from oecorrin,C1 

extinct, than to make it our state anirral. The 

~rizzley bear is a massi'l-e animal native to 

':'J'estern ~Torth America. Large numbers of these 

great beasts once roamec[ the -restern states 1;ut 

TrJ'yornin~ • 

Some people in liontanc;" like my family, rel~T 

on the elI: for ,-linter food. If the Bill is pass-

0d supporting the Elk, seme people mio-ht not have 

mea t in the 'Hin t- er • I 

Eos'S people 'on l t actually na:r attention to 

the Elk unless it has pr}ze antlers, but people 
! 

> 
al1irays respect the ~. "' ,Jrlzz-'rey '!ear~ So in hehalf 

of the students of >}ranv:j.lle Stuart School of 

SeerLorJge, and -::'hrou;:;h Ott t':ontana. I urge 7rOU 

to nass the Senate 'Jill :number 22Lr, naming the , I 

Grizzley rear as our state animaU ~ ~ ~ 

Thank 'TOU for listenin~.' 
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GOOD AFTERNOON MR. CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE: 

MY NAME IS LERRIA ROGERS, I AM TWELVE YEARS OLD AND IN 

THE SIXTH GRADE AT JEFFERSON SCHOOL IN HELENA MONTANA. IT IS 

MY OPINION AND MANY OTHERS THAT SB 224 IS A GOOD ONE. SOME 

KIDS DIDN'T VOTE FOR THE GRIZZLY BEAR BECAUSE THEY'RE AFRAID 

OF THE BEAR. FOR THOSE WHO FEEL THE SAME AS THOSE KIDS THE 

BEAR WON'T HURT YOU UNLESS YOU HURT OR SCARE THEM. THE GRIZZLY 

BEAR IS AFRAID OF US JUST AS MUCH AS YOU MAY BE OF THEM. THEY 

WII,L AI,WAYS TRY TO KEEP THEIR DISTANCE FROM YOTJ. THE GRIZZLY 

BEAR REPRESENTS GREAT STRENGTH; WISDOM AND BRAVERY. THIS BEAR 

WOULD REPRESENT MONTANA VERY WELL. THE GRIZZI,Y BEAR IS A PROUD 

ANIMAL, AND YOU COULD BE PROUD TO HAVE THE GRIZZLY AS OUR STATE 

ANIMAL. 

THANK YOU FOR LISTENING 



• 

• 

Hello ladies and gentlemen. My name is David Johnson. I '" 
a soventh ~ader. Bu~ I guess that really isn't the point, 
is it'? But. ,'lhat is? "'The mont-?na state animal. III a vihile 
you '.Iill b~ voting on an animal azi9:J. hope lean enlighten 
you on the subject..... ' ~~~';:<""'i.-c,."",,,,,,, 

~ou know that in the continental United ~tates' elk ~e 
founu ln N~J:{.J~ClJl1P§4ir,e, Pennsylvania, hr2:inia, Hiehigan, oouth 
Da~ot~ Ne11 Hexico, Arizona, Yellm-rstone Park, cpd our 0lm 
Hont'ma's Sun River; also w'ashington's Olympic Houni-ains ~ 
most states Nest 01 the Rockies. That's a lot of elk, huh. 

Elk surely aren't endangered or rare. That's 1rlhy there's 
an elk hunting season. ',fuy 1rlould you pick a state animal th 9.t 
is ~;o adundant that they need to be Dlli'1ted dmm each year to 
avoid an over population crises'? 

~ But on the other hand, the grizzly bear is only found in 
Idaho, ~Jyoming, Alaska, and ••• Montana. Because grizzly bears 
~~(:r"t~e~';t " ., ?:mL'1l'a1"', I feel that by 

. np' tpi s monarc, 0 an anim lnto Hontana I s be~utiful 
,~ri age, by ma ng l the st3.te animal, 1rlould add a certain 
prestis:r,e, and ShWT Montana's orominanSi' Because it is 
basically lAd l1!P!g bl 6L@ 181 t,6. 

, It 1rlould tell the people a little something about the land 
that .. Ie love so. J.;t. would add a lot to the ,gJ.ready rich culture. 
~E"....·~~?,.~i~n:~E.!!-, ... "anCJ. the people I've talked to, W;~ emphatically 
believe tb~e grizzly bear i~.such~ ITl<::y~l2ps animal it should 
undoubtedly represent Nontana as the state a..'1imal • ..........--..... , .. ,. 

J/ And I.t:ttank you all for lct+,Lm; me take up your very valuable 
time. A.r:@WI thank you for letting me voice my and oV:e r people's 
opinion.~~Thank you. 
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Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee: 

Hi! My name is Jennifer Boyer and I am in the Fourth 

Grade. I go to Linderman School in Polson, Montana. I'm 

here to support Senate Bill Number 224 sponsored by Senator 

Larry Tveit. 

There are about one thousand Grizzly Bears in Montana. 

There are about seven hundred Grizzly Bears in Glacier Park 

and three hundred in Yellowstone Park. If the Grizzly should 

become the State Animal, maybe that number could increase. 

I think the Grizzly Bear should become the State Animal 

because it is free and so are the people in Montana. It is 

also brave and beautiful. 

Children from allover the state voted this fall for the 

Grizzly Bear to be the state animal and it won that election. 

Thank you for allowing me this time to tell you how I feel 

about the Grizzly Bear becoming the State Animal. If there are 

any questions I will try to answer them. 



School District No. 38, Flathead & Lake Counties 

BIGFORK, MONTANA 

My name is Dan Schwennesen. I'n. a fifth grade student. I go to Bigfork 

Elementary School in Bigfork, Montana. I support the Senate Bill #224 

sponsored by Larry Tviet. 
\ 

Mr. ChairrrBn, \ 

There are many reasons why the grizzjiy bear should be the state an:i.rral. 
\ 

It is an honor to be here to tell you sorrlJ of these reasons. 

The grizzly is a strong and handsome animal. It's like MontaI1Ci, rugged 

and wild. Only a few states have them and Montana has the most grizzlies in 

the lower forty-eight states. 
I 

The grizZly is a threatened animal under the Endangered Species Act. 

Montanans should make it our duty to take care of the grizzly and if it is 

the state anirral people will probably do loore for it. 

As you Y~Ow, school children around the state voted for the state animal. 

The grizzly was chosen by a gcx:xj margin. The vote shows what a lot of future 

Montana voters think. ... 
The elk is more corrmon, other' states could claim the elk, Montana could 

also claim the elk, but Montana is really the only state that can claim the 

grizzly. Montana grizzlies are different from their Alaskan cousins. They 

deserve special recognition. 

Some people say protecting the grizzly will hurt the timber industries. 

But, most of the wilderness areas that wi.ll be set aside are very high. The 

trees are not good and it would be exper,,:;i ve to get up there to log. Grizzlies 

need lower lands in the spring and fall, but the Forest Service and other land 

services are going to have to protect th!~ lower lands because they are required 
, .' 

1:0 take care of. the grizzly bear. Just because some lower lands are protected 

does not mean there can't be logging. 

Thank you for listening to my speech. I'd be happy to answer any questions 

you have. 

Dan Schwennesen 
February 17 ~ 1983 \~ ~A 
.~ • .dfT"..- k ~/t'./'t1.~~ T ~ 
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TO: House Fish and Game Comnittee 

FRa1: Shawn M::mson, Franklin Schcol, Missoula, ~fi'. 

SUBJECT: Testimony on SB 224 

I am Sha\'ffi funson fran Franklin School. I am in the 
sixth grade and CCtl'e fran ~'lissoula. I supr:ort the bill SB 224 
and the sponsor is Senator Larry Tveit. 

1. I supr:ort the legislation because few people hunt the 
grizzly and many hunt the elk. 

2. The grizzly is large and beautiful, so is funtana. 

3. Few states have grizzlies. 

4. A vast amount of Montana students have shown their 
approval of the grizzly as the state animal. 

5. These students are the ones who'll have to live with 
this state animal. 

6. The grizzly syrnl:nlizes the people of .M:)ntana better. 

7. One never knows what a grizzly will do nor a Montanan. 

I thank you in the Committee for listening to me. 



./ 
/' 

Testtmony for senate Bill 224. 

My name is Tracy Simkins. I am a sixth grader at Broad-

watsr school in Helena. 

We overwhelmingly voted the grizzly to be the state 

animal. 

we should be very proud to have the grizzly for a state 

animal. Grizzlies are found in four st~tes of the union. 

It is said that the grizzly stakes a t~rritory and will 

protect it at any cost. Montartans will protect our state 

from pollu t li1l.n and 0 ther dangers to the enviroment. -;;/: i";: 

... :. ~;(I~,,::: ,-'t',~'~."-:~ MO/;l rr::-i. /J?-,,. • 

- , your vote for the grizzly wlll be greatly appreciated. 



Greg Gehlen 
Sunnyside School 
Fifth grade 
Havre 

In support of S.B. 224, sponsored by Senator Larry Tveit. 

I feel that :'Iontana should have a state animal. 
Animals played an important part in the early exploration and development of 
~,Iontana. They lured the early trappers and traders to this country and provided 
a source of food for the many Indians, pioneers, and settlers. 

I feel that the state animal should be the grizzly bear. 
In a poll of two-hundred and eighty five, kindergarten through sixth grade students 
at my school, about seventy percent voted for the grizzly bear. There were many 
different reasons given, but the fact remains that the greater majority were in 
favor of this magnificent animal. 
I know that as fair, considerate, and compassionate Senators and Congressmen you 
will fulfill the wishes of the young people of our state by selecting the grizzly 
bear as the state animal of Montana. 

I respectfully submit this testimony and on behalf of myself and the students of my 
school I thank you for your time and attention. 
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Hr. Chairman, members of the Committee, I am Bill Sellars. I am 

in t!le Fifth Grade at Granville Stuart School in Deer Lodge, :lontana. 

I am speaking in favor of Senate Bill 224. Our school feels that the 

grizzly bear should be the State animal. Some of our reasons are: 

the grizzly is found in fewer states than the elk; the grizzly is an 

endangered animal. He is often misunderstood. 

The grizzly is also large and powerful, just like our State. 

Having the grizzly as our state animal might help people understand the 

habitat of the grizzly as well as help preserve the grizzly for future 

generations. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for the opportunity to present this view. 



'-( Mr. Chairman, Committe Members: 
"-

I ~m Jimmy Winter from fifth grade at Granville Stuart School • .. ~~er: Lodge, Montana. I am speaking in favor of Senate Bill 224. 
~~hlnk the Grizzly Bear~a good choice for the state animal. 
T':! s a fighting animal wh€t! cornered or frightened. Doesn't that 
1L~ar. that we are fierce through storms or floods or fires?We 

~u~led through that just like a Grizzly would. The Grizzly is 
tough and mean and skilled and isn!t that like our fQotball 
olavers,?A Grizzly Bear nas sharp claws just like the pe,:,ple 

_~ad~;:;harp5 minds that voted for the Grizzly. The Grizzly ~s 
beco~ing endangered, so ~~re we fro~ the Nuclear war 
In a lot of ways ,we are ~lke the Gr~zzly Bear. Some of the 

: people didn't vote for th7 Grizzly but w~ are all entitled 
~o our own opinion. The Gr~zzly can run far, just like the 

runners from our state1 

Thank You! 
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AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL 336 

1. Page 3, Ii ne 2. 
Strike: "penalties--jurisdiction" 
Insert: "Penalty" 

2. Page 3, line 22 through page 4, line 25. 
Strike: "(1)" 
Strike: "violating"through "terms on page 4, line 13. 
Insert: "convicted of violating a provision of this part is 

punishable by a fine of not less than $500 or more than $1,000. 
In addition, the permit, if any, of such person must be revoked 
for such period as the court may determine" 



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

Marcb ln, 19 83 .................................................................... . .......... . 

) 

SPEA!tE!t~ 
MR .............................................................. . 

nSll A.."I1) C~ 
We, your committee on ....................................................................................................................................................... . 

having had under consideration ............................................................................................ ~~~ ...... Bill No ... ?~.~ ...... . 

third. blue ________ readmg copy ( ___ _ 
color 

SBNA~. 224 
Respectfully report as follows: That ............................................................................................................ Bill No .................. . 

..................................................................................................... 
STATE PUB. CO. LES HILSON, Chairman. 

Helena, Mont. 

COMMITTEE SECRETARY 



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

March 11) _ 19 83 .................................................................... . .......... . 

SPEAGR.: MR .............................................................. . 

. ?ISI! A!iO G..."\M3 We, your committee on ....................................................................................................................................................... . 

having had under consideration ................................................................................. ~~~~ ................. Bill No ...... ~.~.~ ... . 

thIrd blue 
________ reading copy (_---,-__ 

color 

!\ BILL ?OR AN ACT ~'l'ITT..ED: ~ An AC? REVISING 'rmt AERIAL !rOli'!'ING 

LAWS ; I!~CLtmING A PROHIBITION t)!q iiARASSJ!EN? OP LIW:rl'OCX; PRO­

VIDnG FOR INClmASm PE!'1ALTleS FOR IL!.!!~AL lIUN"nttG OP WILD 

A:1IMALSt AM!ml)InG SECTIO!iS 91-7-S!>1# 81-7-51)3. '11-7-505, Am) 

81-7- 511, MeA." 

336 
Respectfully report as follows: That ............................................................................................................ Bill No .................. . 

be ~ded 4S follows r 

1. P.lqel l line 2. 
Strike: -Peftaltie.--juri8diction~ 
lnaert: "'Penalty" 

2. Pa~e 3, line 22 throuqh ~age 4, line 25. 
StrikQ: n' (1)" 
Strike: -"iolatin:cr ~.~ ~. et\ ~., 11M U. 
Insort.: "convicted of violatlnq a provision of' t:rns part is"'­

punishable by a fiDe of not lea8 than $500 or :!lOre thtUl $1 ;000. 
In addition.. the 'PM'I31 t, if any, of sut:h person 1!:tust l)e revoked 
tor such period as tho court .ay deten~lDe~ 

xnx:tt 
DO PASS 

STATE PUB. CO. 
Helena, Mont. 

./ ........................................................ ~ .......................................... . 
Chairman. 

COMMITTEE SECRETARY 




