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HOUSE FISH AND GAME COMMITTEE 

March 3, 1983 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Les Nilson in room 
420 of the Capitol Building at 1:00 p.m., with all members present, 
except Representatives Manuel, Ream, and Daily, who were excused. 

Chairman Nilson opened the meeting to an Executive Session on 
Senate Bill: 132 

SENATE BILL 132 

Rep. Swift moved Senate Bill 132, DO PASS. 

Rep. Ellison moved the amendments to Senate Bill 132, DO PASS. 

1. Title, lines 11 and 12. 
Strike: "REQUIRE THAT OUTFITTERS USE WRITTEN CONTRACTS; 

ESTABLISHING" 
Insert: "ESTABLISH" 

2. Title, line 13. 
Strike: "87-4-106," 

3. Pages 8 and 9. 
Strike: Section 4 in its entirety 
Renumber: subsequent sections 

Rep. Ellison said the only people who are hot on this amendment 
are the legislative audit committee. You are going to cause 
more problems than you will solve. A great number of those 
complaints aren't going to be affected one way or another by 
a contract. They would not concern anything that would be in 
the contract. 

Rep. Mueller said I don't think it is effective to try to legis­
late morals. If you have a guide who doesn't want to live up to 
a contract, he is not going to live up to it now. The evidence 
shows that this is not that serious a problem. 

SCOTT SEACAT, Office of the Legislative Auditor, said we went 
through the complaints, and they were frivolous. If there would 
have been something in writing, so the clients would have known 
what they were getting, the majority would not have been there. 

Rep. Swift asked Mr. Seacat if the State Fish, Wildlife, and Parks 
licenses outfitters that utilize state land. The response was 
if the outfitter owned a lease on the state lands. It would have 
to be an outfitter landowner, who had the state lease. 

Rep. Spaeth said we are really not doing anything in the contract. 
We are just putting a form on file with the department. We would 
not be regulating, except to make them send in a piece of paper. 
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HOUSE FISH AND GAME COMMITTEE MINUTES 
March 3, 1983, page 2 

The motion on the amendments passed unanimously. 

Rep. Jensen proposed a second amendment to Senate Bill 132, 
to allow an absentee ballot for those members who could not 
be present to vote. 

Rep. Ellison said. I would have to oppose the amendment because 
these meetings are held by district. I have been told that at 
the meeting to elect the director, there was only 14 members 
present to do the job and get their input into the council. They 
are afraid that if you allow the absentee ballot, there will be 
even less present. 

Mr. Seacat said there has been a bit of a conflict between floating 
and hunting outfitters. I think this would allow the float people 
a purpose on the council. 

Chairman Nilson said there will be an election in March of the 
outfitters in a given district to elect the members to the council. 
There are seven fish and game boundary districts. 

Rep. Ellison asked Mr. Seacat if he knew how this membership is 
split up. The response was people are licensed in all categories. 
There are more and more floating outfitters in the state. 

Rep. Jensen said the float fishing outfitters are not represented 
on the council, and I think they have a legitimate interest in 
being represented. 

Rep. Swift said if it means that much to them, they could elect 
somebody from their own group to be there. I don't think one 
segment should override the total membership of the organization 
as it is presently set up. 

Rep. Jensen said I can't see how, without permitting an absentee 
ballot, they can get any representation. 

Mr. Seacat said Montana Outfitters and Guides represent 35% of 
the licensed outfitters in the state. There are 500 licensed 
outfitters. The Federation of Floating and Fishing Outfitters 
Association has 50 members. The Professional Outfitters have 
10 to 12 members. 

Rep. Jensen's motion failed 6 to 7, with Representatives Devlin, 
Ellison, Hanson, Mueller, Phillips, Ryan, and Swift voting no. 

Rep. Ellison asked if there is any reason why the March election 
date could not be changed. Mr. Seacat replied at this time, 
very ljttle guiding is going on. 

Rep. Mueller moved to attach the statement of intent to Senate 
Bill 132, the motion carried unanimously. (see exhibit 2) 



HOUSE FISH AND GAME COMMITTEE MINUTES 
March 3, 1983, page 3 

Rep. Mueller moved to attach the statement of intent to Senate 
Bill 132, the motion carried unanimously. (see exhibit 2) 

Rep. Ellison moved Senate Bill 132, DO PASS as amended, the 
motion carried unanimously. 

Chairman Nilson adjourned the meeting at 1:30 p.m. 

Cheryl redrickson, secretary 
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SP~R: 
MR .............................................................. . 

. FISH MiD GJ\~ 
We, your committee on ...................................................................................................................................................... .. 

having had under consideration .......................................................... ~ ................................. ~~~!~ ..... Bill No .... ~J~ .... .. 

OUTPITTI:!RS' COUNCIL ONDER EX!S'1'I~G S'!A'rU'fOltY AO'fHORI?Y A!ID RULES;' 

PROVIOn,tG FOR COUNCIL ~g t COMPmISA'lIOtl AND EXPENSRS; AtrrtroRIZING 

e9NcpRA~-!,9RM9 REO!!IRE 'fa? O'J'rPITT~RS USE tmITTEN CON'l'RAC'rS: ESTAB.-• _. •• - .... "'111. _ • ...._. __ ... • _. __ -....--. ___ ... _ __ .. _ 

2-15"'3403 f 47-4-106, AND 87·-4-127,' r.·lCA; A~O Pltt>VIDnTG AU I!iMEOIA'.re , 

S~A"!'B· 132 Respectfully report as follows: That ............................................................................................................ Bill No .................. . 
be amended as follows: . 

2. ~itla, line 13 • 
. Strike: "87-4-1a,,~ 

3. Pages a and 9. 
Strike: sect.loft C in its entirety 
Renumber: subsequent sftCt.ions 

STATE PUB. co. 
Helena, Mont. 

"." "} 

LES NIL~O"', 

.... '''' ..... 
',. 

Chairman. 
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~7E '!Ot~R COMMI1'T~E ON l:'ISn .}\;:10 GAME, ;!AVlttG 
RAt> ntDER C()~SIn!!?.AT!ON SmlA'l"J!: DILL :m. 132 t THIR!> 
~!!AnnfG COpy BLUr.:. .1l,'l'T1\cn '!'nE FOLI.oonH';;TA'7TM~l~ 
01' I:ilTE!I'1': 

'·ST.\TEMr:mT OJ? I?ft'eNT 
SK"1A"rE !3ILt. :lO. 132~ 

S@nate Bill ~io. 132 requires 11 !Ste.tem.ent of intent b~catl$e section 
5 requires the liapar~ent. of p'ish .. Wiltlliftt .. and '?arksfto establish 
fees for outfitters a,"ld guides. '?r~3oently fees chl1~ed art! sot. by' 
law. and are not based on actual costa incurred. 

It is th".t inten't of the ls-.,isl.at'l1rethat f~B he set by rule by ~he 
depar~eftt whieh viII ad~uately eover the costs of a~inisterinq 
the licensing and ragulatory progra~s relati~q to oatfitters and 
the ongoing operations of the Montanagutfitt.ers Conncil .. 

STATE PUB. co. ··································t~r~s···Mtts6:f~···········ch~i~~~~:········· 

Helena, Mont. 




