
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE HOUSE HIGHWAYS AND 
TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE, FEBRUARY 5, 1983 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Abrams on 
Saturday, February 5, 1983, at 2pm, in Room 129, State 
Capitol. All members of the Committee were present. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

HOUSE BILL 488. The bill was referred back to the Committee 
by the House for a Statement of Intent, which was read to 
the Committee by Mr. Greg Petesch, Legislative Council 
Attorne~ 

REP. STOBIE moved the Statement of Intent be approved. 
The motion was seconded by Rep. Brown and unanimously 
approved by the Committee. 

HOUSE BILL 320. MR. PETESCH explained proposed amendments 
to the bill and said the sale of property to a local 
government unit at appraised value had been stricken, 
allowing for sale of such property by bid. 

REP. HAMMOND moved the bill Do Pass. 

REP. KEYSER moved the amendments to the bill be approved. 
The motion was seconded by Rep. Stobie and uananimously 
approved by the Committee. 

REP. KEYSER moved the bill Do Pass as Amended. Rep. 
O'Connell seconded the motion, which was unanimously 
approved. 

HOUSE BILL 16. REP. SHONTZ moved the bill Do Pass. 
Mr. Petesch distributed copies of proposed amendments 
which would phase in increases and strike coordination 
instructions since "14 cents" was stricken from the bill 
and "10 cents" inserted. 

REP. SHONTZ moved the amendments be approved. Rep. Harp 
seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved by 
the Committee. 

REP. SHONTZ moved the bill Do Pass as Amended. Rep. 
Solberg seconded the motion. 

REP. BROWN told committee members Rep. Nordtvedt raised 
the question of applying House Bill 85 applications to 
passage of the referendum to allow funds to be taken 
from the cost trust. He said an amendment to this effect 
would be offered on the House floor or in Taxation 
Committee. 
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The motion made by Rep. Shontz was approved with ten 
members voting aye and seven voting no, (roll call vote). 

HOUSE BILL 437. REP. HARP moved the bill Do Pass. 

MR. PETESCH distributed amendments from the Department 
of Highways pertaining to routing and conditions of 
operation (exhibit). 

REP. BROWN moved the amendments to the bill be approved. 

REP. STOBIE asked if there were specific driver qualifications. 
Rep. Brown said drivers are already well-qualified but the 
bill should establish a rule for driver qualifications. 

REP. HARP said the industry would more than likely 
carefully control who drives its trucks. 

REP. KEYSER told the Committee he would not support the 
bill without the proposed amendments. 

REP. SHONTZ moved "driver qualifications" be stricken 
from the amendments. The motion was seconded by Rep. 
Stobie and unanimously approved by the Committee. 

REP. SHONTZ moved the bill Do Pass as Amended. The 
motion was seconded by Rep. Lybeck and unanimously approved 
by committee members. 

HOUSE BILL 539. MR. PETESCH, said the amendment would add 
another section to the bill, wherein the 7% overweight 
allowance would be reduced to 5% and that the section 
would apply 5% to axle weight as well as overall weight. 

REP. STOBIE asked if the statute would apply to anyone 
hauling hay. Mr. Petesch replied it would apply to any 
vehicle. 

REP. STOBIE moved the bill Do Pass and then moved the 
amendments be approved. Rep. Brown seconded the motion, 
which was unanimously approved by the Committee. 

REP. KEYSER moved the bill Do Pass as Amended. The motion 
was seconded by Rep. Hemstad and unanimously approved. 

SENATE BILL 10. REP. SOLBERG moved the bill Be Concurred 
In. Rep. Hammond seconded the motion, which was unanimously 
approved. 
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SENATE BILL 82. MR. PETESCH provided committee members 
with an amendment to the bill, allowing conformity with 
the Human Services Committee bill (exhibit). He said 
there would be no changes in the Prisoner of War plate 
as the issue was not addressed by the bill sponsor, adding 
the bill would only authorize individuals to apply for 
these special plates. 

REP. HEMSTAD moved the amendments be approved. Rep. 
Harp seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved 
by the Committee. 

REP. BROWN moved the bill Be Conncurred In as Amended. 
The motion was seconded by Rep. Koehnke and unanimously 
approved by the Committee. 

HOUSE BILL 9. 
sponsor of the 
and asked that 
1983. 

CHAI~~N ABRAMS told the Committee the 
bill was in the process of preparing amendments 
executive action be delayed until February 8, 

The meeting was adjourned ~~ 

REP. HUBERT ABRAMS, CHAIRMA 

Joann T. Gibson, Secretary 
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.................................................................... 19 ........... . 

SPEAUa MR .............................................................. . 

BIGlrAAYS .»i:O TIA."fUOBYAfioa 
We, your committee on ....................................................................................................................................................... . 

ROUSE 4 4SS 
having had under consideration .................................................................................................................. Bill No ................. . 

FIRST WHITS 
_______ reading copy ( ) 

color 

A BILL !'OR AN A~ UTI~D: ""AN Act EXCZHING <%Rt'AD 

SAnty l)8VXCSS Pl"lOH DB MSASUDBUft 01' V£tCCLB taOTa, 

~DIliG sscnOH '1-10-102., EA.· 

BOttSa. 489 
Respectfully report as follows: That ............................................................................................................ Bill No .................. . 

Be aJleadad aa follows t 

1) 1'49- Z, line S. 
Pollovitlgl -that the-

. StriJte: -UR!;t;.Oa!: ~f~v.t;· 
.. Inun; ·hI....!P!w"I 2A.txpL d vr. J?!.. 

2) Page 2, line ,_ 
Following l • rolla" 
Xnsert.: "adoPt~ pursuant to 61-·9-504.-

(ftA~ 0'1 :ur.rmft AftAca£D) 
lOO> AS A.MBHDBn . . ... " ...... -. 

DO PASS 

STATE PUB. co. 
Helena, Mont. 

COMMITTEE SECRETARY 

Chairman. 



PEDRUARY Q 5 83 
.................................................................... 19 ........... . 

MR. SPRUER 

-----WE-·-yOOR~~E 00 nIG1r4AYS AND 'rRrotSPOR!l'A'1'ION, 
a.AVI~G HAD OllOnR CONSIDEMTIOil'-1iOUSBBILL J.iO. 43S, FIRST 
READLiG COpy ( .. mITE), AT~AcnE Ta!! FOLLO~IZ1G-STAT~tl'1' OF 
Il.iTml~: 

·STATEMBN~ OF I~~~ 
BOUSE BILL 1;:0. 4 9~P' 

A atatement of iAtDaA is required for this bill because 
it give. the b1~b..,aY' patrol authority to allow by rule a 
safety devica on a vehicle to protuBde beyond the l02-ineh 
width liait set in 61-10-1~2. ?bia authorization is 
necessary to canfor.. vito federal law that exclude. from 
the l02-Lnch width limit safety-related appendages such as 
rear view mirror., twin signal lamp., marker laapa, steps 
and hudholda for entry and egress, flexible fendar--,--.." 
extensions, audflapa, splash and spar,( suppressant devieaa..., 

'----..... or designs, rafrig-eratioll units" or air compressora ... ____ ___.. 
which the niqhwAY patrol may interpret as necessary for 
safe and efficient operation of commercial motor vehicles. 

STATE PUB. CO. Chairman. 
Helena, Mont. 
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MR .............................................................. . 

. ittG8WAYS &11) 'rlUUiSPORTA'!ION 
We, your committee on ....................................................................................................................................................... . 

having had under consideration ................................................................................................. ~~~ ... Bill No ..... ~.~.~ .... . 

'IRST , WalTB _______ reading copy ( ) 
color 

A BILL POll M J.C.r ~..il'I'!umt ".rut ACt 'to REVISX ~ MBTOD BY 
DICK Ta&'DBP~ OP nIGHWAYS .DISPOSES OF UAL PROPER'tY, 
«to DID -.ru VAI.Oit or aBAL PltOPEllfi TaM CA'Sf DB SOLD A',f 
PRXVAB SAIJ.l; TO AI.LOV 'rJm SALR TO wns OF LOCAL GOVEltlfBB'l' 
A't Tim APPlLUSED VALtm: 'lO ALLOtf TBB BAttS DY PUBLIC AOC'fICki 
OR tIlAf.&D BIU; Am) TO ~ 1'ID! PltOVISXOll ALLOinNG 'tU 
SOCCESSOa IS ntftImft ~ Qft ~UB~ a.IGfJ BID 1 AMmiDI2iG 
SECTI(rdS '0-4-201 THROUGH 60-4-204, MCA.-

HOllY 320 
Respectfully report as follows: That ............................................................................................................ Bill No .................. . 

1) Title, line 8. 
Following. ·SAL'Il lf 

Strike: r ... 1nder of lh&e a tbrou,h ·V.ALUE,· 011 line 9 

2) 1998 2, liAe 15. 
Poll.owtag.l -t.o· 
Strike: %'eIIUlinder of lhl.. 15 tllrough ·l~t' Oll line 18 

DO AS AMUlmD .. II. •• II.r. 

DO PASS-

STATE PUB. CO. 
Helena, Mont. 

COMMITTEE SECRETARY 

Chairman. 
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..................... !~.~~~! ... :? ................... 1 9 .•...•• ~.~ 

SPEA..r.::ER! MR .............................................................. . 

We, your committee on ...................................... ~;p:~~~!~ ... ~m? ... ~.~~~~~9~~~.;~~ ..................................... . 

having had under consideration ........................................... J~~.$.~ ........................................................ Bill No ........ J.? ... . 

THE ALLOCATIOli '10 COUaTIll:S, TOWelS, A'~m CITIF..5; A.~DOI!lG 

SZCTI~JS 15-70-101, 15-70-204, AltO 15-70-321, ~~A; AND 

HOUSE . 15 Respectfully report as follows: That ............................................................................................................ Bill No ................. .. 

ae amended as follows: (attachea) 

Alto AS .lMBNO£D 
-" 

DO PASS 

STATE PUB. CO. 
Chairman. 

Helena. Mont. 
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) Amend HB 16 

1. Title, line 7. 
Following: "RATES" 
Strike: "3.5" 
Insert: "3" 
Following: "GALLON" 

FEBRUARY 5, 1983 

Insert: "EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1983 and 2 CENTS PER GALLON 
EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 1985" 

2. Page 2, line 2. 
Following: "additional" 
Strike: "3.5" 
Insert: "3" 
Following: "gallon" 
Insert: "effective July 1, 1983 and 2 cents per gallon effective 

January 1, 1985" 

3. Page 2, line 4. 
Following: "additional" 
Strike: "3.5" 
Insert: " 3" 
Following: "gallon" 
Insert: "effective July 1, 1983 and 2 cents per gallon effective 

January 1, 1985" 

4. Page 2, line 14. 
Following: "8" 
Strike: "12.5" 
Insert: ,,~ 
Following: "cents" 
Insert: "from July 1, 1983 to December 31, 1984, and 14 cents 

thereafter," 

5. Page 3, line 12. 
Following: line 11 
Strike: "14.5" 
Insert: ,,~ 
Following: "cents" 
Insert: IIfrom July 1, 1983 to December 31, 1984 and 16 cents 

thereafter, II 

6. Page 7, lines 2 through 6 
Strike: Section 4 in its entirety 
Renumber: subsequent section 

GP2/Amend HB 16 

REP. HUBERT ABRAMS 
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P£81WAllY 5 11 
.................................................................... 19 ........... . 

MR ...... ~.~~~.~~ ................................... . 

We' llIGmfA'lS Atl» 'f~'lSPOR!'A'!'Im , your committee on ....................................................................................................................................................... . 

having had under consideration .................................................................................................. ~~~~ .. Bill No .... ~~! ..... . 

_______ reading copy ( ___ _ 
color 

A aIu.. -roll A."\f Ac:t :etnI'rLRDe lit AN ACt At.L01fDfG A LOCGntG YtruC!t 

0'1' t,'P TO 80 t 0'0 POtnn')8 -ro Ol"!RAft Uttrmtt A SPECIAL P!UtHI!'; 

»,tmIDntG 61-10-124, NCA; UO PlOvtODG A!f DJftU)IATB 

EFP2C'rIV£ nAT.!. '" 

ROUSS . 1)9 
Respectfully report as follows: That ............................................................................................................ Bill No ................. .. 

no aaend.ed as follclIIrlU (attacbad) 

DO PASS --

STATE PUB. CO. Chairman. 
Helena, Mont. 

COMMITTEE SECRETARY 
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amendments - HB 539 

1. Title, line 6. 
Following: "PERMIT;" 

cxl
- ~-- G :) 

FEBRUARY 5, 1983 

Insert: "PROVIDING FOR CHANGING THE 7% ALLOWANCE TO A 5% 
ALLOWANCE ON TOTAL GROSS AND AXLE WEIGHT LIMITATIONS FOR ALL 
VEHICLES OR COMBINATIONS OF VEHICLES;" 

Following: "61-10-124" 
Insert: "AND 61-10-144" 

2. Page 2, line 22. 
Following: line 21 
Insert: "Section 2. Section 61-10-144, MCA, 

"61-10-144. Violation of standards 
allowance. (1) It is a misdemeanor for 
corporation to violate any provision of 
61-10-110. 

is amended to read: 
seven five percent 
a person, firm, or 
61-10-101 through 

(2) However, the operator of a vehicle or combination of 
vehicles may move over the highways to the first open state 
scale, permanent or portable, without incurring the excess 
weight penalties set forth in 61-10-145 if the total gross 
weight of the vehicle or combination of vehicles does not 
exceed allowable total gross weight limitations by more than ~% 
5% and if the weight carried by any axle or combination of 
axles does not exceed the allowable axle weight limitations by 
more than 5%. In the event the vehicle or combination of 
vehicles is not in excess of the allowable total gross or 
axle weight limitations by more than ~% 5%, the department may 
issue a single trip permit for the fee of~10 for allowing said 
vehicle or combination of vehicles to move over the highways 
to the first facility where its load can be safely adjusted or 
to its destination. Violations of total gross or axle weight 
limitations in excess of ~% 5% are subject to the fines 
provided in 61-10-145, and all-loads in excess of ~% 5% of 
total gross or axle weight limitations must be adjusted or 
reduced to conform to the size and weight limitations 
before the vehicle or combination of vehicles is moved from 
the point of weighing. 

(3) An operator of a vehicle or combination of 
vehicles subject to the provisions of 61-10-107(2) may move 
over a highway, except any highway which is part of the 
federal-aid interstate system, within a 50-mile radius of 
the harvested field to the point of first unloading, without 
incurring the excess weight penalties set forth in 61-10-145 if 
the total gross weight of the vehicle or combination of 
vehicles does not exceed allowable weight limitations by 
more than 20% per axle but the maximum load per inch of tire 
width may not exceed 670 pounds. The vehicle or combination of 
vehicles may not exceed 40 miles per hour. No single trip 
permi t as required in subsection (2) shall be applicable to 
such vehicle or combination of vehicles. When such vehicle or 
combination of vehicles violates any of the provisions of this 
subsection, the fine or penalty imposed shall apply to that 
portion of the load above the legal limit."" 

Renumber: subsequent section. 

GP2:Amend HB 539 
REP. HUBERT ABRAMS, CHAIRMAN 
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MR .............................................................. . 

. areawAYS A~ !'lUCISPOftA'nt»J 
We, your committee on ....................................................................................................................................................... . 

having had under consideration ............................................................................................... ~~ ..... Bill No .... ~.~? .... . 

__ If_I_BS_'r ___ reading copy ( _ITl: ) 
color 

A BILL poa Alf AC"t ~rrr&1)t 4!U AC'f 'to BVtU '1'llI mtoSS 

WSICLn BIGHT LAWS D1' ALLOtfDIG lffm Kl\XDttnl QItOSS RIGS't ,-0 

. DB lmftlUIIlUnl usn.:: '1'D S'!A~llY romoLA, BY ltLDttffAymfl 

'flm GaOSS WEIGft LXtlITATIOttS Olf GROUPS OP AXLES .. Ul) !IT 

~ 1QX:tJiIUK LmlG'm OP 95 PUY BY fttUt HRMrft 

COJJlO!CHUG U lfuonouS dP£!ttmCE'I A8fmIlfG S'8C1'Io.s 

61-10-107 Jm) $1-10-124* MCA.-

i!OOS!:. .31 Respectfully report as follows: That ............................................................................................................ Bill No .................. . 
De a.m.ended as tollowa. 

1) Paqe 4, 11ne 11 
Following; • sacUQtI ~ • 
laMJ:t: ·SpecW"peZ1aiu for vehicle eoablnation. u.y specify 
big-bvay X'Ollt:ing and othexwi.. .l..l11l1:t or px •• cribe coa4i tiona of 
operatioa of the vehicle or cosbiaatiOA, iacludlft9 but. not. 
1.1l81t.ed to. required equ1paeat, speed, aubility, operational 
prooedure., and 1n8UaAce.-

on eASs 

STATE PUB. CO. Chairman. 
Helena, Mont. 

COMMITTEE SECRETARY 
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7E81t'an 5 13 .................................................................... 19 ........... . 

SPEAntft.: 
MR .............................................................. . 

w' n:tGmfATS Nfl'l ftASSPOM"ATl'mf 
e, your committee on ....................................................................................................................................................... . 

having had under consideration ..................................................................................... ~~~!~ ............ Bill No .......... ~? .. 

THIRD reading copy ( BLUE 
-------- color 

~ 

A RILL ron A'!f AC? mft~. 'lOAN Ae!' ~G -rmt HIGmfAY 

COmtISSION 'to ltS"fA.8LISlt paIOlUTIBS Am) TO S!:LBC'f !lOADS POll 

CO!mT'lUCflOS AltO 1mcm1S~1tUaI031 .l. •• DDfG SKCnON '0-2-201, 

RCA l' .A1n) ~novmIltG A'!J XmmDIA'fS BPnCl'IV£ nATE .. • 

~~E 10 
Respectfully report as follows: That ............................................................................................................ Bill No .................. . 

BE CON8UUED IN ..... . ...... 
QIiX~ 

STATE PUB. co. Chairman. 
Helena, Mont. 

COMMITTEE SECRETARY 
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snAUJll 
MR .............................................................. . 

. HIGmfAYS un ~R'l'A"IOI 
We, your committee on ....................................................................................................................................................... . 

h . h d d 'd' ~ 82 avmg a un er consl eratlon .................................................................................................... ~~.~ill No ................. . 

THIRD _______ reading copy ( ___ _ 
BLUE 

color 

A aILL ll'OIt An AC'1! nTITLED t • A~ AC'r AtrHotUDG SnetA!. 

LIClmSB PLA?llS ?OR VIrflUW1S WID lo-o-PUCE'ft' 

SBllVICS-coDBC1'1!D DISAaIUTUS 'PO!. RA1lfl)XCA1tPID DJDIVIDUALS 
~ ... ,... a ...... -.... ,· ..... _ ....... 
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A.m POft POmmlt PItIsmt3U 01' WARt BUKt"!DG-'YBDE!raH-BDUH9 
! 

ftSS'B-SPBeiM-PWRBS-l'Jl91IC"pHImiIS-nSS1"-PR9'IDD9-PU­

~M5-ep-,!Jm-SPBeiMJ-Plt'lfB&r--Pitefta!NEJ-P6R-ilSP~­

ep~KMd1"'-,~Elf9-SJ!eH9KS-ie-i-3el'T-it-I-!9=7-MD 

'!J:-3-~39.,-Ma1" AltD PROVIDDIG A l)ELAYED ZPPEerI'18 t)l~ftw 8' , 

Respectfully report as follows: That .................................................................................. ~.~~~ ......... Bill No .... ~~ ......... . 
!Se amended .a follows: 

1) Page 1, liae 23. 
!"ollovla'il l .. plate.-
Iae.nJ -.peo1.ally* 
FollowlaCJ: -wLt.b. the-
Strike: ·yora" on line 2 3 through "appropriate" on line 2 5. 
Insert, Io1Ilet.tora and character DV-" 

2) P • .,. 3, liDea 15 arui 16 
FollowLag: line 14 
Strike: line 15 thro\l9b • appropria.te , Of Oil 11ne 16 
IoaeJ:t.. .. bearia9 a. repraaentat.1oa of & wileelchaJ.r aa tM aysbol 

of a lIandlc:~ perllOA;ot 
A1!D AS .um~tD8D 
BB-COiICoDBO III - -- .... 

STATE PUB. CO. Chairman. 
Helena, Mont. 

COMMITTEE SECRETARY 



1. Title, line 8. 
Following: II SALE;" 

AMENDMENT TO HB 320 

Strike: remainder of line 8 through "VALUE;" on line 9 

2. Page 2, line 15. 
Following: lito" 
Strike: remainder of line 15 through "(2)" on line 18 



d;) -5:. K3 
fJ\! 

" 
Amend HB 437 

1. Page 4, line 13. 
Following: "section." 
Insert: "Special permits for vehicle combinations may specify 

highway routing and otherwise limit or prescribe conditions of 
operation of the vehicle or combination, including but not 
limi ted to, required equipment, d:r,iv~ualiflcatlorrs-.. speed, 
stability, operational procedures, and insurance." 
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