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HOUSE FISH AND GAME COMMITTEE 

January 29, 1983 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

The meeting was called to order in room 420 of the Capitol 
Building on January 29, with all members present, except 
Representative Daily, who was excused. 

Vice Chairman Gary Spaeth opened the meeting to an executive 
session on House Bills 291, 345, and 366. 

HOUSE BILL 291 

The amendments to this bill deal with the disagreements director 
Flynn had concerning requirements of the permittee being set 
out in a seperate section. This gives the state full authority 
to refuse or to recognize a permit or to accept conditions 
that the federal government sets up. They would have no problem 
setting requirements if they were to recognize the permits. 
Every year the department has to keep a full record of what 
happens so the state can determine numbers by checking back 
on the permit. 

Rep. Mueller moved House Bill 291, DO PASS. 

Rep. Swift moved the amendments to House Bill 291, DO PASS. 

Rep. Ellison commented I had a call from Mr. Elgas and he had 
a discussion with Mr. Flynn after the hearing, and it seems 
that Mr. Flynn's objections were to the fact that he didn't 
want to see this propagation commercialized. Mr. Elgas suggested 
that if we put in an ~mendment qarring commercial breeding, it 
would satisfy the department. 

Rep. Muller asked if it would cause any problems to take commercial 
out of the title. Dave Cogley, staff attorney, said it could be 
done. 

Rep. Swift commented I have no real disagreement with deleting 
commercial providing we leave the bill the way it is formed. 
I think it should be up to the director reviewing the permits. 
You are affecting the ability of an individual to trade. 

Rep. Phillips remarked trading could be considered commercial. 

Rep. Swift said Basically, the propagators and people dealing 
with these birds are in it for their enjoyment, but they do 
trade for continuing the lines. With the strict authority 
the state retains, they would have control of what happens to 
any and all species they approve. 
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This would put pressure on the director and game department, 
but the responsibility is there in any case under the federal 
law. 

Rep. Mueller asked Rep. Swift if he would prefer to leave 
commercial in. The reply was yes. 

The motion on Rep. Swift's amendments carried unanimously. 

Rep. Ream moved to amend House Bill 291, the motion carried 
unanimously. 

Rep. Mueller moved House Bill 291, DO PASS as amended, the 
motion passed 12-5, with Representatives Daily, Hart, Jensen, 
Nisbet, and Nilson voting no. 

HOUSE BILL 345 

Rep. Veleber moved House Bill 345, DO PASS. 

Rep. Ellison moved the amendments to House Bill 345, DO PASS. 

Chairman Spaeth commented last year the sale of carcasses 
generated $46,336. in revenue. They figure that with the 
greater flexibility, this fund will generate more money. 

Rep. Phillips remarked should there be a statement of intent. 
It would seem that they would need some sort of program laid 
out. 

The motions on House Bill 345 were withdrawn, and it was de­
cided by the committee to pass House Bill 345 for the day, in 
order to secure a statement of intent for the bill. 

HOUSE BILL 366 

Rep. Ellison moved House Bill 366, DO PASS. 

Rep. Saunders said if it is true that the outfitters have a 
one billion dollar industry, I think they have too much in­
fluence. 

Rep. Muller said I am sure they must have been talking about 
tourism as a whole, rather than outfitting alone. 

Rep. Manuel commented I know a lot of outfitters. They know 
more about what is going on than the Fish and Game Department 
does. It would sure give the commission a sense of direction. 
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R~p. Ellison said I would like to see a member on the conunission 
that has knowledge of the conditions in the field, so the com­
mission has their own information about what is going. on in 
the field and doesn't have to take the department's ideas on 
what is going on in the field. 

Rep. Mueller asked when you analyze the State of Montana as a 
whole, what percentage of the state do outfitters actually operate. 
There are no outfitters in the Libby area. 

Rep. Ryan said we have several jn our county, and I am in favor 
of putting one on the board because they bring in a lot of money 
to Carson County. They have got a lot of expertise in setting 
seasons that the Fish and Game Department doesnit have. 

Rep. Manuel conunented outfitters don't necessarily operate only 
up in the mountains. In Eastern Montana, there are many guides 
for deer and antelope hunting. 

Rep. Devlin said the outfitter's council only has the right to 
input toward takin~ care of their people. They have no say out 
of council for game regul~tions or setting seasons. 

Rep. Swift remarked we are setting a precedent and a demand 
, that we won't. be able to satisfy. 

Rep. Saunders said since their entire livlihood is from fish 
and game, I think they would make decisions toward their in­
terests rather than those of the general public. 

Rep. Hart said before the conunission sets seasons, they have 
public hearings in different parts of the state. You can go 
to any meeting they have. They do have hearings, and I think 
this is where the people involved can make themselves known. 

Rep. Ryan asked Rep. Iverson what the situation in his county 
is. The answer was we don't have any outfi t.ters in our county. 
We do have some biologists who are confused about how to manage 
game. 

Rep. Ellison commented the biologists are hired by the department, 
and the conunission sets the seasons. If we had people out there 
in the field who are on the conunission, we would have a more 
stable game population and would avoid the problems we are having 
now. 

Rep. Devljn said they almost wiped mule deer out in our country. 
These biologists have made a mess out of game management for 
years. 
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Chairman Spaeth said outfitters are valuable, but I think 
they have input now. I don't think we want to start desig­
nating who is on the board. 

The DO PASS motion on House Bill 366 failed 1] to 6, with 
Representatives Daily, Hart, Jensen, Mueller, Nisbet, Ream, 
Saunders, Swift, Veleber, Spaeth I and Nilson voting no. 

A motion was entertained House Bill 366, DO NOT PASS. The 
motion carried, with the same Representatives voting yes. 

Chairman Spaeth adjourned the meeting at 9:50 a.m. 



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 1 of 2 

January l~ t 33 
.................................................................... 19 ........... . 

SP£ADRt 
MR .............................................................. . 

P:ISH ANt) GAJom 
We, your committee on ....................................................................................................................................................... . 

having had under consideration ................................................................................. ~~~~~ ................... Bill No .... ~.!~ ..... . 
firat. white 

_______ reading copy (_---:-__ 
color 

.. AN AC"I: 1\.I.LOlmfG COMMBR<':IAL PROPJ.~?IC~ or mGnTORY 8IRt)S Amf) 

WA?lUU"OUli UDDER 1mQOIturo ntmnAL PSMlITS J Am> nuw:nlG 'rPm 

AtrrnOllrfY OF 'rm: l'tOm'lUtA D£PAM'M'DT 01" FISH, WILtlLIPg, 1mn PAUS 

?O ua"fRtc-tnop~9.\nows; AJmSn~ S~IOtf 91-2"'$06 , !(CA. 10-

Rousn 291 
Respectfully report as follows: That ............................................................................................................ Bill No .................. . 

be amended .s follows1 

1. Titl., line 9. 
Strike: ., 1 Mt1mDIKC SaCflOff 91-2-806, MCi\" 

2. Pago 1. 
Followin91 liae 10 
Strike: Sec~l()n 1 in its eatirety 
Insert: ·Seet.J.on 1. Propaqat:ion permit tor aiqratory bird. 

or waterfowl.. (1) A persca desirinq to take" capture. or 
po •• ells migratory birds or waterfowl or t.beLr ne.ts or 899tl.· 
-!or the purpose of propa9'atloll must. provide t.he director," tM 
4epartment. of fiah, wildlife and park., witb a certified copy 
of all pent1te required for such purp<)u •• by tho UAited Statea 
depa.rteant: of tbe interior. 

XXXXU 
DO PASS 

STATE PUB. co. 
Helena, Mont. 

··················Lea··iflis()"ii"~···························ch~i~~~~:········· 

COMMITTEE SECRETARY 
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nouse nILL 291 '.,00--- __ ,,"' ___ "' ... __ --.-_._ 

(2) U~on reeei~t of the cnpy, the director $hall issue a 
letter of ap?roval to t~le permittee for the purpo~es stated 
in? and under such conditions and re~triction8 as imposed by, 
the ?ermit. How.ver~ if the director finds that the provisions 
of t~e per.ntare not in. the b9St interest. of the state's 
migratory hird or waterfowl resources, he ahall issue a letter 
to the ?e~ittee that: 

(4) ~tates the specific reasons why the provisio:ul of the 
?ftrmit are not in the best interest of tbe atateta ~lqratory 
bird and waterfowl resourceSI and 

(b) volda the-federal permit. for \18& in this state. ~ 

.................................................................................................... 
STATE PUB. co. T",~S M!LSO~!. Chairman. 

Helena, Mont. 
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SnAUlt: 
MR .............................................................. . 

nSH, lfILDt.In .MiD PAUS 
We, your committee on ....................................................................................................................................................... . 

HOUSE 35' 
having had under consideration .................................................................................................................. Bill No ................. . 

first wbite 
________ reading copy ( ___ _ 

color 

BOUSE 3'6 
Respectfully report as follows: That ............................................................................................................ Bill No .................. . 

~ . 
. ,1'" ... ,~,v:' ~/'. / 

. / ,.-

STATE PUB. CO. 
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