
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE HOUSE AGRICULTURE, 
LIVESTOCK AND IRRIGATION COMMITTEE, JANUARY 21, 1983 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Jacobsen 
on Friday, January 21, 1983 at 12:30pm in Room 129, 
State Capitol. All members were present with the 
exception of Rep. Jensen, who was absent, and Rep. 
Roush, who was excused. 

HEARINGS 

HOUSE BILL 258. REP. GERRY DEVLIN, District 52, Prairie 
County, testified as sponsor of the bill to control 
the entny of diseased livestock into the State. He 
told the Committee present administrative rules were subject 
to challenge and although a disease-free state could 
not be accomplished intirely, the bill was the best 
attempt to do so. 

PROPONENTS 

MRS. JO BRUNNER, Women Involved in Farm Economics stated 
her support of the bill in prepared testimony (exhibit). 

DR. JAMES GLOSSER, Department of Livestock said the 
Department requested the bill to amend a recently 
implemented statute pertaining to the permit system. 
He advised the Committee the Department had to rely 
upon administrative rules four years ago 
during a scabies outbreak and said all decisions he 
makes as State Veterinarian are based on exports, 
adding Montana tends to be a brucellosis-free state. 
Dr. Glosser told the Committee the bill would allow 
Montana to work directly with the state from which 
the disease originated, rather than applying for 
special dispensation in Washington, D.C., adding the 
State would be in a better position to remove the 
accreditation of a veterinarian who falsifies animal 
health documents. He said the penalty for such 
falsification would be a fine from $50 to $500 and up to 
six months confinement. The federal penalty is 
$1000 to $1500, he said, asking the Committee to give 
the bill favorable consideration. 

MR. MONS TIEGEN, Montana Stockgrowers and Montana Cowbelles 
Associations told the Committee scabies is present in Idaho 
now, which only reinforces the need for this legislation in 
Montana. 

REP. RAY LYBECK, District 16, testified as a representative 
of the Montana Cattlemen's Association and stated his 
support of the bill. 
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MR. WILL BROOKE, Montana Woolgrowers Association and 
MRS. NORRIS COLE, stated their support of the bill. 

OPPONENTS 

There were no opponents of the bill. 

QUESTIONS 

CHAIRMAN JACOBSEN asked Dr. Glosser if the bill would 
change present rules to statutes, to which Dr. Glosser 
replied it would. 

REP. SCHULTZ told the Committee he believes a statement 
of intent is necessary. Dr. Glosser told him there is 
no problem with legislative intent, adding the matter had 
been discussed with the Legislative Council staff attorney 
who drafted the bill. 

REP. ELLERD asked if a permit would be required for all 
livestock entering the State. Dr. Glosser said a 
telephonic permit would be required in addition to 
technical judgment of tests in the originating state. 

REP. SCHULTZ asked how Section 1. (7) related to 
statute. Dr. Glosser said waivers for.health certificates 
would be available in certain instances where, for example, 
livestock were originating two miles from the Montana 
border. He advised the Committee the permit would never 
be waived, adding all cattle have a blanket permit, even 
when brought to market. 

IN CLOSING, Rep. Devlin said the bill would clean up 
the livestock industry and promote a free flow of cattle 
from the State. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

HOUSE BILL 258. REP. SCHULTZ moved the bill Do Pass. 
The motion was seconded by Rep. Ryan and unanimously 
approved by the Committee. 

REP. RYh~ moved the bill be put on the Consent Calender. 
Rep. Lybeck seconded the motion, which failed, with 
Rep. Ernst voting no. 

HOUSE BILL 113. REP. SPEATH moved the bill Do Pass. 
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REP. BENGSTON said she was concerned with the cost of 
research involved in grant requests. Chairman Jacobsen 
explained testimony from the hearing in response. 

REP. KOEHNKE told the Committee he was concerned with 
services in all agencies going to user fees. 

REP. SPEATH told the Committee in this instance, the 
livestock industry has not been charged, only those 
making inquiries which require research, such as students, 
historians or the curious. 

REP. HANSON seconded the motion made by Rep. Spaeth 
that the bill Do Pass. The bill was given unanimous 
committee approval. 

HOUSE BILL 127. REP. HOLLIDAY moved the bill Do Pass 
and then moved the proposed amendments to the bill be 
approved. Rep. Schultz seconded the motion. 

REP. SPAETH said the title would have to be amended, 
with which Legislative Council Attorney John MacMaster 
agreed. 

REP. HOLLIDAY restated her motion to include the title. 
The motion was seconded by Rep. Schultz and unanimously 
approved by the Committee. 

REP. HOLLIDAY moved the bill Do Pass as Amended. Rep. 
Bengston seconded the motion, which was unanimously 
approved. 

The meeting 

Joann T. Gibson, Secretary 

,. '.--';' '. 
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~f,', Women 1nvolved In farm Economicl 

L,_-_ •• ~ Jo Brunner =ILI., ":C. HB 258 --------------------------------------
"", "l , January 21/83 ,._""1.'."-' __________ _ 

--, r, 
•. 0-- -:..-•• '"'~";.:. Women TnvoJ ved j n Farm Economj cs 

-0 :c "n X C,}?~C3 .. ~ .L .... ~-'i\,~ ,. ,,-- "' '--------- -------- -------

Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, for the record, myname is Jo 
Brunner and I represent the Women Involved in FArm Economics 
Organization. :~. Chairman, our organization stronglY,supports House 
Bill 258. 
For J"sars the state of Montana, ~"' our livestock officials, our 
livestock organizations, our ranch and farm families, have worked 
diligently toward eradicating the costly and heartbreaking diseases 
from our livestockherds. Not too long ago our women heard people from 
the Department of Livestock tell us that our state could be considered 
as brucellosis free as is humanly possible. And our people in our 
livestockcommunities should be very proud of this accomplishment. I 
guess if you have never seen or experienced the heartbreaking, and 
costly loss of a complete herd of cattle, you might not understand 
our enthusiasim over such news. I can remember when whole herds of 

• O ... t.~~. ' da1ry cattle were lost to~ d1sease. 
But today things are a little gloomier than they were yesterday. And 
perhaps if you do not remember when brucellosis was a terrible problem 
to our livestock people, you won't understand tha~._I.. doubt I could have 
fel t worse had I been told that there was a(sm;Il po;;~u't~, ins tea 
of the sad fact ,of: one rancher who did not, would not----vaccinate 
his herd; that somehow or other cattle were imported from a state that 
was not brucellosis free; that these two herds were mixed, and now 
nearly a year later, o~~qf a herd of 129 cows, so far 37 are bangers-­
so far that is~ ~~~e,~!el have aborted--so far. And what of the 
neighboring herds??? Are they all vacinated? I guess we can imagintlany 
number of problems that may come out of this one instance---but needles 
to say, today, even more than yesterday or the day before---W.I.F.E. 
concurs with HB 258 and urges your passage of th~t bill. Thank you. 

'-___________ "Hell lias no fury ITke a wo1han scorned 
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