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*MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE
January 4, 1983

The Appropriations Committee met at 2:15 p.m. on January 4, 1983,

in Room 104, with Chairman Francis Bardanouve presiding and all
members were present except Rep. Ray Peck who was absent. HOUSE BILL
76 was heard.

HOUSE BILL 76: "AN ACT APPROPRIATING MONEY FOR THE OPERATION OF
THE FORTY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE
DATE." (Exhibit 1.)

The "1983 Feed Bill" (Exhibit 2.) and the "1981-83 Feed Bill
Comparison" (Exhibit 3) was presented to the Committee by Rep. MENAHAN.

Rep. BARDANOUVE said there was an approximate 25% increase

in salaries over the last biennium. Rep. DONALDSON said

that this 25% increase represents a normal 12 1/2% increase for
each year for regular state employees, which Legislators are.

Rep. BARDANOUVE said communication costs are up because there

are many more offices now. Rep. QUILICI asked Rep. Menahan if
there was a breakdown on telephone costs. Rep. MENAHAN replied
that the cost was about 19 cents per minute. Rep. QUILICI pointed
out that the Appropriations Committee would be dealing with these
increased communication costs for all state agency budgets.

Rep. MANUEL asked what travel covered. Rep. MENAHAN said
he would check on it again, but that he thought it might be for
leadership travel.

Rep. BENGTSON asked what happened to budgeted funds for
equipment if they were not spent. Rep. MENAHAN said the funds
would simply revert.

Rep. HEMSTAD asked for an elaboration on rent expenses. Rep.
MENAHAN said it was for rental of equipment, such as typewriters,
water coolers, etc.

Rep. STOBIE inquired about insurance and Rep. BENGTSON

asked if anyone knew whether Blue Cross was an insurer for the
state. Legislative Fiscal Analyst, Judy Rippingale replied that
Blue Cross has the insurance now and will have it until the end
of the contract period.

Rep. LORY made a motion that House Bill 76 be approved with
no amendments. The motion was seconded and passed, with Rep.
Stobie abstaining.

Rep. BARDANOUVE excused all visitors. He then welcomed all
Committee members and stated that the general approach to
appropriations is relatively tight, but it would not be the aim
of the Committee to cripple state agencies, but an attitude of
"maintaining"” would be held at the same time of considering the
state of the economy.

*Meeting not taped.
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Minutes of the meeting of the Appropriations Committee
January 4, 1983.

Meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m.

?WW

FRANCIS BARDANOUVE, Chairman
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2 STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT
January 4 19 83
MR, .. FRRKEL e
We, your committee on Agprspriatians ......................................................................................................
having had under consideration .......cccueviirivuueneennn, ﬁonse ..................................................................... Bill No....... 7§ ......
?.1:55,.,@”* raviank ooy | Wolte

foglos

“A BILL FOR AH ACT BHTITLED: "AN ACT APPROPRIATIHG MOWEY POR
TEE OPERATIOH OF THE FORYY-EIGHTH LEGISLATORE AND PROVIDING
A TIREDIATE EPFECTIVE DATE.™

Y
Respectfully report as follows: That.......cccccvevereiveenniriennans ﬁaus@ ............................................................ Bill No....... ’6 ........
\ DQ.PASS. .
2
STATE PUB. CO. _ Chairman.

Helena, Mont.





