THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE STATE
ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE
June 24, 1982

The meeting of the State Administration Committee was called
to order by Chairman Jerry Feda on June 24, 1982 at 1:00 p.m.
in room 436 of the state capital building. Roll call was
taken and all members were present.

HOUSE BILL 22 (EXHIBIT A) was presented to the Committee by
REPRESENTATIVE MICHAEL KEEDY "AN ACT TO TRANSFER CONTORL OF THE
MONTANA STATE PRISON, THE SWAN RIVER YOUTH FOREST CAMP, THE PINE
HILLS SCHOOL, THE MOUNTAIN VIEW SCHOOL, AND THE FUNCTIONS OF THE
DIVISION OF CORRECTIONS FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF INSTITUTIONS TO

A CORRECTIONS COMMISSION: TO ESTABLISH A CORRECTIONS COMMISSION:
PROVIDING THE COMMISSION WITH AN EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: PROVIDING FOR
AN APPROPRIATION; AMENDING SECTIONS (see exhibit).

REPRESENTATIVE KEEDY reviewed the bill with the committee and
explained that this bill would establish a board that would
handle all of the correctional institutions and take them out

of the hards of the Department of Institutions. The Department
of Institutions would remain in charge of all other institutions.

REPRESENTATIVE KEEDY remarked that many problems with the policies
with the correctional system are administrative. The information
received from the Department of Institutions has been counter-
dictive and confusing.

This Board would be setup through the Governor's office and would
allow a constant and gradual change and depoliticalize the
correctional institutions. He stated that unless they adopt a
different structure they will be constantly at the drawing board.

REPRESENTATIVE KEEDY closed by urging passage of this bill.
The Chairman called for Proponents and Opponents.

GENE HUNNINGTON, representing the Governor's office, spoke in
opposition of this bill on a couple of points, first the roles
of committees in the administrative structure. The executive
reorganizational act have a couple of principles in the use of
boards and commission and one is that multi-member boards should
not be used for administrative purposes. Another point he spoke
to is the question of developing a coherant correction policy
and am not sure a new structure will bring that about.

Questions were called for. REPRESENTATIVE PISTORIA asked REPRESENT-
ATIVE KEEDY if this would not create another department and
REPRESENTATIVE KEEDY stated it would not but that it creates a
citizens or lay board.

It was asked if this would be an additional cost. REPRESENTATIVE
KEEDY called their attention to the transfer of money shown in
the bill for the 1983 fiscal year to this board from the Department
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of Institutions but there would be travel expenses and salaries
for the secretaries.

REPRESENTATIVE GOULD compared this program to possible the
federal programs, title 2 or the library services and suggested
following their five year plan. REPRESENTATIVE KEEDY said that
he did not have any trouble with that.

After considerable discussion CHAIRMAN FEDA closed the meeting
on the hearing of House Bill 22.

The meeting was called into EXECUTIVE SESSION.

REPRESENTATIVE MUELLER MOVED to table this bill. REPRESENTATIVE
HANSON seconded the motion. MOTION PASSED with REPRESENTATIVES
SMITH, KANDUCH and GOULD voting NO.

ACTION ON HOUSE BILL 22 - TABLED.

X/ //f/ 74

CHAPRMAN G. C. (JERRY) FEDA

Leona Williams, Secretary
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