MINUTES OF THE MEETING
SENATE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND CULTURAL RESOURCES
MARCH 18, 1981

The Senate Committee on Education and Cultural Resources met
Wednesday, March 18, 1981, in Room 402 of the Capitol Building.
Senator Bob Brown, Chairman, called the meeting to order at
1:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Committee members present were Senators Brown, Smith, Mazurek,
Thomas, McCallum, Severson, Haffey, Hammond, and Blaylock.

House Joint Resolution 45 was heard by the Committee.

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 45

"A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA RECOGNIZING
THE CONTRIBUTIONS MADE TO MONTANA BY CHARLES MONROE
BAIR, A PIONEER MONTANA SHEEPMAN, AND DIRECTING THE
MONTANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY TO COOPERATE WITH THE
BAIR FAMILY TO PRESERVE THE COLLECTION OF ANTIQUES
AND ARTIFACTS COLLECTED BY THE FAMILY OF CHARLES

M. BAIR."

Representative Bardanouve, District 6, sponsor of the resolution,
said the resolution directs the Historical Society to make plans
and cooperate with the Bair family for preservation of the Bair
mansion and artifacts. Representative Bardanouve presented a
delightful biography of Charles Bair, noting he had been born

in Ohio and during his childhood was a good friend of a young

man who later became President McKinley. He left Ohio as a

young man and moved to Michigan where he was employed by the
railroad and soon thereafter transferred to Montana where he

was emploved by the Burlington Northern Railrocad in Helena. Being
an enterprising sort, he ran a call service for the railroad
crews and also was a sort of "walking bank", providing check
cashing and financial services for fellow emplovees, in addition
to his regular railroad duties. Using his accumulated savings,
Mr. Bair bought a sheep ranch near Lavina and left the railroad
behind. During the Alaskan gold rush, he invented a machine

for thawing the frozen tundra and thereby added to his already
growing éstate. He expanded his sheep ranching operation until
he had leased an entire indian reservation and a great deal of
surrounding federal and state land eventually becoming the largest
sheep rancher in North America.
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Mr. Bair was fond of racing cars and raced a $5000 Steamer in

national races in Nashville. He was great friends with the
Indian nation and counted Chief Plenty Coups as a good personal
friend. He was a man of man and varied interests: buying a great

deal of o0il rich land in Wyoming, as well as holdings in Oregon

and California, he was one of the first promoters of irrigation

in southcentral Montana, an avid horseman, invested heavily in
coal mining in the state, became a well known banker, was a great
friend of Charles Russell, Will Rogers, Will Hart, and of Presidents
McKinley, Taft, Theodore Roosevelt, Coolidge and Hoover. Mr.

Bair built a large mansion out of Martinsdale which he and his

two daughters, Alberta and Marguerite, filled with antiques, Indian
artifacts, and art treasures including original Russells, Italian
art, western art, and a cross-section of pieces from well-known
European and American artists.

Uoon her death, Maruerite Bair left half of her interest in the
mansion and the ranch to the state of Montana. The surviving
daughter, Alberta, still maintains residence in the mansion and
this resolution would authorize the Montana Historical Society
to make further contact with her to develop a plan for the
preservation of the mansion and its contents.

PROPONENTS

Bob Archibald, Director of the Montana Historical Societv, stated
the Society has discussed with the Bair family the preservation

of the Bair mansion and sald he supports the resolution as an

act or appreciation for the gift alreadyv made and an encouragement
to further development of the preserva+tion of the mansion.

J.D. Holmes, revnresenting the Montana Institute of the Arts and
their legislative wing the Montana Arc: Advocacy, said he
supports the previous testimony and that the Montana arts
community sees this resolution as an expression of appreciation
to the Bair famiiy. :

Mike McCourt, Curator, Montana Historical Societv, stated he

had aiready done some work with Miss Bair and confirmed thne
collection is very unigue and unusual. He said the Historical
Society would cooperate fully in an effort to keep the collection
for the state of Montana.

"There were no further proponents and no opponents to the resolu-
tion.
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ACTION ON HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 45

Senator Severson moved House Joint Resolution 45 Be Concurred In.
The motion carried unanimously, Senator Brown will carry the bill.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

FURTHER CONsSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 662

The committee discussed safetv features as regards small vehicles
such as Broncos or Suburbans and wondered whether safety standards
coula be developed for them or 1f they could be exempted from
scnool bus safety standaras. Andrea Merrill, Legislative Council
Researcher, was asked to contact states surrounding Montana to see
how they handle rules or standards for 10 or under passenger
vehicles used for school transportation. The committee will
further consider the bill at the next meeting.

ACTION ON HOUSE BILL 174

Senator McCallum moved House Bill 174 Be Concurred In. The
motion carried unanimously. Senator Brown will carry the bill.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned to
reconvene Friday, March 20, 1981.

'25;6/7Ei0vdt\

Senatcr Bob Brown, Chairman

jdr



ROLL CALL

SENATE EDUCATION

COMMITTEE

47th LEGISLATIVE SESSION - - 19°81

Date .=//7 /7~/

NAME PRESENT ABSENT EXCUSED
Senator Ed Smith 5%

Senator George McCallum Y%

Senator Elmer Severson X

Senator Swede Hammond X

Senator Chet Blaylock A

Senator Bill Thomas ;%

Senator Joseph Mazurek ¥

Senator Jack Haffey v

Senator Bob Brown, Chairman p%

BEach day attach to minutes.




- >
NAME : f//\/?,(//— 14/7/’//;4,{/@/ DATE: S//g//g'(/
= / .

ADDRESS : /y/;z, /7//<f éDo/;Z;/i /4%‘/?/(//9

PHONE: _ £/547 — P

REPRESENTING WHOM? /9/% oA o

APPEARING ON WHICE PROPOSAL: LA /J—= <&t
= >

o YOu:  SUPPORT?__ }/ JEN
i AMEND? ____~ OPPOSE?

COMMEINTS:

PLEASE LEAVE ANY PREPARED STATEMENTS WITH THE COMMITTEE'SECRETARY



prepared statement with Secretary)

. DATE L2770 4 0.4 /g/l /7&17
) COMMITTEE ON /4, BILL NO. U7X 45
o VISITOR'S REGISTER
o Check One
_ NAME REPRESENTING SUpport|Oppo
J T /‘L{A?’?F 5 [ e ArTs Foupadlion |
"Z %A/)Zﬁ /< L Hoe - Spa —
o T ot ST AET T —
/A LS —
(juglj (LNJCL //ZzQLLAngD L
7‘4‘4@ -/J,uz/cJ/L /CZQA/ E/M/ \j/cx J‘C/ _ v
- J:/. R Y - SN /- v;”'vf L
71/ Brs f/c jd //W/ e, -
g??%;)éjéi,. />262244¢1 122{c7/< //Cﬂé;/iﬁffi, ¥//
} fdéag,'bc(f /:ztmmf’voﬂﬂ_ p /gﬁtw.nzp j'g(,;/l, /S‘CJM‘“{ v
B Boseit Fluss Yol Sthes? -
< LS ’ x_&n;w«f&r\v leS LY
&u, N ) i, Do R A o
/Lﬂ/f‘[fﬂu{/a/uyl A o L!/ﬁ Setrond | v
EjszZCA’J/ZL75%14L12/ ’f3{4147{<7jééuq 4 Srhool .
“HQ)LH"\ S Puto @QQ)L’LA MDP‘\ DoeeP v
"\ sza/A,)4£<&2(1” " V/
M\ Qxxiggwfﬁﬂcuxﬁzz 200 Lég%gx Heiinsh v/
 Qumitts. Daailim DInima it Sohadl v
_ ) ’\[\J}/m EXmasann '( ’g d Y
NS €D P Vs Wik A S v
Hisger Hlen fnuis | Hlaizo Hiap Jetool v
CTTZYg%'QZJf/ffkl G-t G d D essis L
. Z )
(Please leave



NAME: Sk T kT DATE: - /S— 7

ADDRESS: S—=4. X7

Sz ST LLANC Y

PHONE : > LT

REPRESENTING WHCM?

‘j¢{/7/zi- ';ZZézyééigjéj A/(;J;)///

APPEARING ON wiICH PROPOSAL:  Aar. firrell

DO YOU: SUPPORT?

COMMENTS:

Z
J

e AMEND? OPPOSE

PLZASE LEAVE ANY PRE?P

ARED STATEMENTS WITH THE COMMITTEE SECRETARY.



e A T e s owes: 317/ 5/
womsss: Lo [e g

PHONE : YL R-52 5%

ceosssenine oz ST Spa 075 ok Fhe AnTE FBardils

DO YOU:  SUPPORT? [~ AMEND? OPPOSE?

PLEASE LEAVE ANY PREPARED STATZMENTS WITH THE COMMITTEE SECRETARY.



DI STANUING LUMMIINTEE REPURI

MR. ... RRESIDENT

We, your committee on....... EDUDCATION. AND. COLTURAL . RESOURCES NN S, 2

LIS

having had under consideration ........c.ceeu.... BOUS R oo ees e s e s en e nent o Bill No.174...

Kessler (Brown, B.)

Respectfully report as follows: That......ccccceeenees § 2504 Lo 300N U Bill No...1 74

BE CONCURRED IN
BOCHR
e T T

mEiena, Mont.
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