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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
SENATE CO~~ITTEE ON EDUCATION AND CULTURAL RESOURCES 

MARCH 16, 1981 

The Senate Committee on Education and Cultural Resources met 
Monday, March 16, 1981 in Room 402 of the Capitol Building. 
The meeting was called to order by Senator Bob Brown, Chairman, 
at 1:05 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 

Co~~ittee members present were Senators Brown, Smith, Mazurek, 
Thomas, McCal1urn~ Severson, Haffey, Hammond and Blaylock. 

The committee heard the following bills: HB 15 
HB 35. 

cm~SIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 15 

"AN ACT TO INCREASE THE AVERAGE NUMBER BELONGING (Alm) 
FOR FOUNDATION AID TO SCHOOL DISTRICTS WITH UNUSUAL 

,ENROLL!1ENT INCREASES; AMENDING SECTION 20-9-314, MCA." 

Reoresentative Donaldson, District 29, sponsor of the bill, 
st~ted the bill is an update of the same-bill from last session 
and was introduced to eliminate the 80% provision as the 
recapture clause is working very well. The bill allows the 
calculation factor to be fairly and easily administered 
without a double negative situation existing. It also allows 
the district to bring in the projected amount and use the 
present year ANB for determination. Representative Donaldson 
pointed out there has been a great deal of discussion regarding 
declining enrollments but many districts are experiencing large 
increases due to energy development and this bill would help 
those situations. 

PROPONENTS 

Wayne Buchanen, representing the Montana School Boards Association, 
said his organization supports the bill. He said it is a good 
bill and most necessary. 

Owen Nelson, representing the Montana Education Association, 
said if a district has an increasing enrollment, they should 
get the funding to support the increase. 

There being no further proponents and no opponents to the bill, 
Representative Donaldson closed. 
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CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 35 

"AN ACT TO R..~ISE THE GENERAL BONUS PAYMENT PAID TO 
EXPANDED SCHOOL DISTRICTS; A~ENDING SECTION 20-6-401, 
!,1CA. " 

Representative Donaldson, District 29, Sponsor of the bill, 
stated when schools consolidate the general bonus payment 
is currently $100 per pupil. However, inflation has made 
tha~ amount almost negligible. The bill would increase 
that amount to $300 per pupil. He said even though the 
irtL'1lediate cost is $32,000, (fiscal note) savings through 
consolidation will far surpass that amount in the long run. 

PROPONENTS 

Owen Nelson, representing the Montana Education Association, 
said his organization supports consolidation and annexation 
and feels the $100 doesn't do much good. He said the $300 
is a bare minimum increase. 

Wayne Buchanen, representing the Montana School Boards Asso­
ciation, said he supports Representative Donaldson. He noted 
consolidation will mean more efficient operation and the 
increase in the bonus payment will be an added incentive 
to consolidation. 

There being no further proponents, no opponents or questions 
by the committee, Representative DonaL3.son closed. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

ACTION ON HOUSE BILL 35 

Senator Blaylock moved House Bill 35 be Concurred In. The 
motion carried unanimously. Senator Blaylock will carry the 
bill. 

ACTION ON HOUSE BILL J::; 

Senator Mazurek moved !louse Bill 15 Be Concurred In. The 
motion carried unanimously. Senator Brown will carry the bill. 
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ACTION ON HOUSE BILL 367 

Senator Blaylock moved the amendments as per the attached 
standing co~~ittee report (~l). The motion carried unanimously. 

Senator McCallum moved House Bill 367 Be Concurred In As Amended. 
The motion carried unanimouslv. Senator McCallum will carry the 
bill. 

FURTHER CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 662 

The committee members discussed the information submitted by 
Andrea Merrill, Legislative Council Researcher (attachment 
#2). It was decided that OPI was hoping for 4 wheel drive 
usage for emergencies only. 

Senator Hammond asked to have Terry Brown, OPI, and Represent­
ative Burnett, sponsor of the bill, appear at the Wednesday 
committee meeting to further discuss the bill. 

FURTHER CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL 587 

The committee agreed to put House Bill 587 in a subcommittee 
for further study. The subcommittee members are Senators 
McCallum, Brown and Mazurek. 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned to 
reconvene Wednesday, Harch 18, 1981, at"l:OO p.m. 

Senator Bob Brown, Chairman 

jdr 
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SENATE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND CULTURAL RESOURCES 
BILL SUM}1 .. ~RY 

March 16, 1981 

HOUSE BILL 15 - Representative Donaldson 

Under this bill, whenever an unusual enrollment increase application 
is approved by OPI, the .. ~~B used to establish the foundation 
program for the ensuing fiscal year shall be the difference between 
~he ap?roved increase num~er and 106% of the current year's ~~B. 
Currently, the school would get only 80% of the difference. 

HOUSE BILL 35 - Representative Donaldson 

This bill would raise the "§eneral bonus payment" paid per pupil 
by the state to encourage school districts to consolidate. This 
bonus pa1~ent comes from state equalization funds, but is not 
considered as part of the regular state aid received by the 
enlarged district. Pupils in the "component" district having 
the largest total number of pupils are ineligible for bonus payment 
consideration. wnenever two or more schools consolidate or annex 
they may make an application for bonus payments. 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 45 - Representative Bardanouve 

Preserving and perpetuating the art and antiques assembled by 
the family of Charles !1onroe Bair, and recognizing the contributions 
made by Mr. Bair to the state of Montana. 
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

.................. !1ar.ch ... 16.,. ......................... , 9 .al .... . 

MR .......... ~~.~.~.I?~~.~ ........................... . 
,..~;."--'1; .. >~'~,~_-c •• ·~':-'."'~~~:·f'~-~::~"-

... -", . . . ~ ~ 

We, your committee on ...... ~p.p.~~+.9.~ ... ~~ ... g,r~~.~ ... ~.~Qp.~~S ........... ~.:·.;.· ... ;~~:;~f.~~;:~:·.>:L:·:;:.::.·.::.~-.. ~;~i 

h,,'ng h,d "ndoc ron,'d" ,,'on ........!1QlJg ............................... · ....... H. ••..•• •••••. ..••••••• ·,t;~;:~ 2N:~.I.;:.,.~.~~ .. -..• _-:-.:.i",~ .. ;.·· .... : 
.~ ~.~~~7~;."~~.'; ~ "', '.... , ~ _ :_ 

Donaldson (Blaylo:::k) ". -. ,. ',' ,-" ~.' 

Respectfully report as follows: That ........................... a'OUs.E. ................................................................... Bill No .... 35 ........ . 

l;j;/G. 
BE CO:iCURRED r.i . 

STATE PUB. CO. 
He'ena, Mont .. 

-.--
/" 

/ 

. ":- ... .-
'.. '.1-

-.. 

... " _" .. 0,-

... :. ", ....... ,. l 

. ." ~ 

--.. ---_ ...... -.. -_ ............. _---................... _--_ ..................... -.................... -_ ....................... -. 
Chairman. 
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~ I A r; U Hi l:i l., U til rfll I Itt K t r' U K I 

............ ~.~h .. J.~., ................................ 19 .... ~~ .. . 

MR ....... PRESID~ ............................. . .-' .. -;::.- .. --..... .. . ,..." .... " . 
...--- -~¥:";..; 7..- t ~- '-~."'-, -_~.;.]-::~. \.~~--

W,. you, commit,,, on ...... lIDnCATIQ~NlIl ... cw,1gMI.~!;9gg~·S.········ .. ···: .. ,,;,:{~i·:;,;;(,:;.:S)~:' .. :' 
.... : -:-:,~'i:'-- :. ~,'~' . ~.''t ~':;: ,: 

having had under consideration ..................... HO.U,SE .................................................................... ;;: .. L .. : Bill No 15 '.,:~. :'<:"-:;~~' 
Donaldson (D. Brown) :;·7;{-~::::~:~{2·~~r~~f:·;!~;~ii 

, .~. "-:.~ ~~. ~:. -< ... -,~ ~ 

Respectfully report as follows: That ......... llOUSl! ..................................................................................... Bill No ... J.? ......... . 

BE CO:iCtJRRED III 
~~ 

STATE PUB. CO. 
Helena, Mont.. 

....... -~ -........ - .... -................... .. 

.. I' • .,' 

,,...,.. 

·-···-·········-····--··-·-·····-··-· .. ··Ch~;~~~~:·-·--.... 



~ I ANUING COMMITTEE REPORT 

.......... 1!arc::h .. .l.6., ................................. , 9 .. s.~ ... . 

'. 
_ ,_ .~: •• _.,::/~,:, ~_ 4 

MR .•...•.. ~RESIDn~.. ,_ • p~ .. ':: .',>;£;~~p~~~. 
We, your committee on ............... .EDDCATLOO .. A:."'lD ... CULTOru~ .. RE_OURCI::S ............................. '! ...... ~:.! .... :. J·~S'~ 

~ .-... ~: ~)~·tfl~~~~~t~~~~~?JB~ 
having had under consideration ........................... HOUSE. ................................................................ ~ ...... ~. Bill No ... ~&7 ... :~':~ ... ~:;;.<:· 

Dussault (McCallum) -: ·:5·!",·~f::"~~:~t?f{~~~~~~ 

Res~ctfully report as follows: That ........... ~9.p.?~ ................................................................................... Bill No.3.S.l ......... . 
t.i:ird readL"lq COpy, be amended as follO\#s: . 

1. Page 2, line 7. 
Following: -TRUSTEES· 
Strike: ·BELIL~· 
Insert: ·of a school 

2. Page 2, line 8. 
Following: B[ACT]­
Strike: -TIlLY· 
Insert: ., the board-

3. Page 2, line 9. 
Following: "TOE­
Strike: ·STATE-

4. Page 2, line 12. 
Following: • THEw 
Strike: "STATE-

~~ 
cOOltinued 

STATE: pus. co. 
He.ena. Mont .. 

district believes-

_. 

-. .. ~ . ~ .. :'. 

Chairman. 

- " ~, 
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5. Page 2, line 13. 
Following: -THEa 
Strike: ·STAT&" 

.~ -~~-
,... -:-"'..-

6. Page 2, line 16. 
Following: li.ne 15 
Strike: aSI~~IFlc&~· 
Insert: • substantial­
Following: -DISTRICT-
Insert: "that cannot be readily absorbed as provided in subsection 

(S)· 

And, as so anended, 
DE CO:JCURRED In· 

STAir: "-U8, co. 
Helena, Mont. 

-........ 

.................................. -_ ........................................................... -;-:: .................. . 
Chairman. 

-. 



Further explanation on HB 662, allowing four-wheel drive 
vehicles as school buses - conversation with Terry Brown, 
OSPI Transpor~ation Safety Consultant 

The House amendments and the Statement of Intent allow the 
Board of Public Education to adopt rules prescribing minimum 
standards for four-wheel drive vehicles that are used as 
school buses. Minimum standards related to safety, such as 
body construction, gas tank protection, emergency exits, 
etc., might be impossible to develop to cover all the makes 
of four-wheel drive vehicles on the market. Yellow paint 
and other markings might be used as a standard. To refit 
or special order four-wheel drive vehicles with safety 
features would probably be as expensive as the four-wheel 
drive school buses now available to haul under 16 passengers. 
This type of bus (available in four-wheel drive) has been 
available for purchase for the past few years and would meet 
the needs expressed by proponents of this bill (better mileage, 
easier manageability in adverse weather, less costly). The 
BOqrd of Education has developed minimum standards for buses 
that carry less than 16 passengers (Type II in the regulations) 
and many districts are now using them. They cost between 
$15,000 and $20,000. An eight-passenger Suburban, for instance, 
books at $14,000 this year. Gasoline mileage may even be 
comparable (my Suburban gets six miles per gallon in stop-
start driving) . 

In the past, the Board of Education did grant variances for 
the uset~alternative vehicles but stopped when the new type of 
buses c~e on the market a few years ago. 

The original amendments suggesting variances for emergency 
weather and road conditions would pe more acceptable to OSPI 
rather than the broad grant of au~hority to develop minimum 
standards for nonbus vehicles. 
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ST ANLJlNG t;OMMlf1t:.t Kl:.~Ut< I 

........... Karch .. ~6.# ................................ '9 ... S.~ .. . 

MR ....... l?P.BS ID.EN'T .............................. . .... ' ~.r_. ~. .: 

. .. . ~~ ·.·.···);;<;;\:g'~~k~ 
We, your committee on ..... .E.DU.cATl.o;I .. A.71D ... c:tjT'~~.MS.OURCE.S ........................... : ... :.:: ..... ':: .............. : .... ':"'_ 

.. J4. - -~>~.~_;;:.*: ~:-:.- ~:.~~·i~;···.::~-
-'"' ••• & ",-,,::/,?~" ~ . ~/ ; •. ~::.).:;.~-:~ ... 

having had under consideration ............................ ROOSE.. .................................................................... : .. Bill No .. 4fil ..... ::.~·,=,,~·:. 

Wallin (severson) ·.:~·:.~:t.~f~~·~: :~~~>~Lij 

Respectfully report as follows: That .... IIOUSE. ......................................................................................... Bill No .. 4.63 ........ . 

third reading Copy, be amended as fol10"'9: 

1. Line 3.5. 
Following: -firearms· 
Insert: • in accordance with policies established by the board of 

regents· 

And, as so amended, 
BE CONCURRED L~ 

~ 

)-- ---~. 

STA1 E PUB. CO. 
Me'~n~. Mont. 

Chairman. 
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ST ANDING COMMITTEE REPURT 

............... ~.~;T;~b. .. 16 . .1 .•..•......••.••..•.•...•••. 19 .. 81 ..... 

PRESIDENT MR .............................................................. . 

Resr;>ectfully report a's follows: That ............. ~.9v..$.~ ................................................................................. Bill No .. 8.l.9 ........ . 
thl.Id reading- copy, be amended as follows: 

1. Title, lines 4 and 5. 
Pollowing: "REHOVEn 

Strike: "Cm-lTRl\CTED AUDIOLOGICAL SERVICES FRo..~a 
Insert: "THE REQUIREMENT THAT" 

2. Title, line 6. 
Following: "INSTRUCTION" 
Insert: "MUST CONTP.A.CT DIRECTLY WITH LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS OR 

COOPERATIVES FOR THE DELIVERY OF AUDIOLOGICAL SERVICES"' ~ :.- .~:- .. :~~:. :, .• -. 
-.. - ~ _ .... ~.~ -: ",..:, .'.~" - .~-----. 

3. Page 3, line 4. 
Following: Weducation" 

_ ,-c- ~'-' '''. :. ~ !,;.;',; " 
~ '. . :'.!. 1:" 

- ... "".... _'- 7' • 

Insert: -1' 
(13) contracting for the delivery of audiological services 

to those children allowed by ~~tana law in accord~~ce with 
policies of the board of public education" 

~~d, as so amended, 
BE CONCURRED IN 
~ 

, ' 

-- .,'" . ,. 

)--------

STATE PUB, ::0. 
Chairman. 

H~I~n •• Mont. 


