
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
SENATE COM.t'''lITTEE ON EDUCATION AND CULTURAL RESOURC r.;S 

JANUARY 30, 1981 

The Senate Committee on Education and Cultural Resources TI2t 
Friday, January 30, 1981, in Room 402 of the Capitol Builcing. 
Senator Bob Brown, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 
1:00 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 

Committee members present were Senators Brown, Smith, Mazurek, 
Thomas, McCallum, Severson, Haffey, Hammond and Blaylock. 

The following bills were heard by the committee: 

CONSIDERATION OF SENATE BILL 262 

Senate fill 262 
Senate fill 281. 

"AN ACT TO WAIVE THE MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR PUPIL 
INSTRUCTION DAYS WHEN A SCHOOL IS CLOSED BY REASON 
OF A DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY." 

Senator VanValkenburg, District 50, sponsor of the bill, 
stated the bill was introduced due to the circumstances 
following the Mt. St. Helens eruption in late May, 1980. 
He said schools in the northwest part of the state were 
closed up to four days and it was useless to try to make 
up the days that late in the school year. He said emer
gencies or disasters are very rare ane the bill might not 
be utilized but it is necessary to hCl ',: it in place. 

PROPONENTS 

Duane Johnson, representing the Mont2 School Boards 
Association, stated the Montana SchoL Boards Association 
passed a resolution supporting this ccncept at its 
convention this fall. The resolution arose at the con
vention due to the pro.blems encountered wi th school 
attendance days lost rtuc to the Mt. St. Helens eruption. 
The present law says ',;ee days of an emergency must be 
.,...:':lC: liE-. -=-~',lS ,,;reat.l:c; d special problem as it occurred 
at the end of the school year. He urged wholehearted 
support of the bill 

Dave Sexton, representing the Montana Education Association, 
stated the bill may never be used but it does need to be 
on the books in case of another situation such as the Mt. 
St. Helens eruption. 
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Betti Christie, representjng the Office of Public Instruction, 
urged support of the bill as the problem due to the Mt. St. 
Helens eruption put the SLperintendent of Public Instruction 
in a bad position in May cf 1980. The Attorney General ruled, 
because of law, the missec days had to be made up. 

There were no further proponents, no opponents, and Senator 
Van Valkenburg declined tc make closing remarks. 

ACTION ON SENATE BILL 262 

Senator McCallum moved SB 262 DO PASS. The motion carried ---------------------------------------unanimously. 

CONSIDER~TION OF SENATE BILL 281 

"Jh"'J ACT TO PROVIDE FeR THE RESCHEDULING OF SCHOOL 
ELECTIONS THAT ARE CANCELLED DUE TO DECLARATION OF 
A STATE OF EMERGENCY OR DISASTER." 

Senator Van Valkenburg, District 50, sponsor of the bill, 
stated this is a companion bill to Senate Bill 262 and 
deals with an emergency being called right at the time 
of a school election. 

PROPONENTS 

Duane JohnsDn, representing the Montana School Boards Asso
ciation, stated the MSBA passed a resolution at their con
vention supporting this concept also. He said many districts 
had to cancel elections due to the fallout and it necessitated 
waiting 40 days before they could reschedule. In some cases, 
it meant the district only had two chances to get their 
levies passed instead of the usual three. He urged support 
of the bill. 

Dave Sexton, representing the Montana Education Association, 
urged support of the bill. 

Betti Christie, representing the Office of Public Instruction, 
urged support of the bill. 

There were no further proponents, no opponents, and Senator 
Van Valkenburg declined to make any closing remarks. 
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ACTION ON SENATE BILL 281 

Senator McCallum moved Senate Bill 281 DO PASS. The motion 
carried unanimously. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

ACTION ON SENATE BILL 154 

The committee discussed Senate Bill 154 and the proposed 
amendments (attachment #1). They agreed to discuss the 
bill further and present further amendments to it Monday, 
February 2. 

ACTION ON SENATE BILL 197 

Senator McCallum moved Senate Bill 197 DO NOT PASS. After 
discussion regarding the age discrimination provision, the 
bill passed on a roll call vote (attachment #2). 

ACTION ON SENATE BILL 125 

Senator Thomas moved Senate Bill 125 DO NOT PASS. 

Senator Mazurek made a substitute motion to pass consideration 
until Monday, February 2. The motion carried unanimously. 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned to 
reconvene Monday, February 2, 1981, at 1:00 p.m. 

Senator ~wn, Chairman 

jdr 
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BILL SUH..MARY 
SENATE BILLS 262 and 281 
Senator VanValkenburg, Sponsor 

SENATE BILL 262 

This bill provides that if the governor declares a~1 emergf~ncy, 
as he is authorized to do, and schools are closed, the pupil 
instruction days that are lost do not need to be r~scheduled 
in order to meet the 180 days required to receive ':ull scLool 
foundation support. This new section is different from the 
current emergency school closure law that reduces foundat~on 
support by 1/180th for each closure day that is not made up. 
This bill will be helpful if Mt. Rainier goes off ~ear the 
end of the school year. If Mt. Helena errupts it won't do 
us any good anyway. 

SENATE BILL 281 

Senate Bill 281 would allow school elections to be cancelled 
and rescheduled if the governor declares a state of emergency 
or disaster. The bill provides that, as soon as convenient 
after the termi~ation of the emergency declaration, the 
trustees shall set a new date. The new date must be on a 
TuesQc:l~' ",fter notice is published for 7 consecutive days in 
a newspaper o~ ~~~0r31 circulation in the district and 
posted for seven days dt d~~ ~~~ling places. 



ROLL CALL 
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Senator Ed Smith 
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Senato.:- George McCallum 

Senato:- Elmer Severson , 

Sena to:- Swede Hammond 

Sena to:- Chet Blaylock 

Senato::- Bill Thomas 

Senator Joseph Mazurek 

Senator Jack Haffey 
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Senator Bob Brown, Chairman , 

EJch day attach to minutes. 
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COMMENTS: 
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DO YOU: SUPPORT? __ ~~ ______ __ AMEND? OPPOSE? ----

CorvL~ENTS : 

PLEASE LEAVE ANY PREPARED STATEMENTS WITH THE COMMITTEE SECRETARY 



............ ~~~.~.~;:y. .. }.Q.L ........................ 19 .... ~J. ... . 

MR ..... ~.~~.~.?.~~~ .............................. . 

Respectiully report as follows: That ................ ~.~~~~1% ............................................................................ Bill No .. ~.6.:? .. : ..... . 

DO PASS 

STATE PUB. co. 
Helena, !\"'lont. 

,/ , 
.............................................................. .................. ....r.-;-= ............................ _ 

Chairman. 
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M PRESIDENT R .............................................................. . 
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~ .. -.~?~~:~NC:t;. .:.,~' .. ' . 
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e, your committee on ..................................................................................................................... ;;; .. ~::: ... ::;.;; ....•. ; .. ~....... --
~ ~" !:; . -:-{) " ~", ..... ';,.- . '.~ ••.. ~;: ... -.. :.' .• '~ -

.~~.:i::~;·:;~':~~~~:~-~~<'~J' :. '~.;: 
. .. S~liATE .'. r:-,.'-> .. -'<'" 281' --.. . ... , '., 

haVing had under consideration .................................................................................................................... Bill No. .................... .;:~ ... '. -
'. 

Respectfully report as follows: That ................ f?!;:~~?!:~ ............................................................................ Bill No ..... ?~). ...... . 

. .. ~ 

DO PASS 

/ ..... 
. -........................................................................................ :':"...-.............. _- ....... . 

STATE PUB. CO. Chairman. 
Helena, Monc 
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PROPOSED DISCUSSION DRAFT OF .3~NATE BILL 154 

Title would be amended to delete rerer2!ce to pe rn t' 1 o n ee lng aWe 

BE IT E~ACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ~ONTANA: 

S2ction 1. Secti~n 20-3-322, ~CA, is acenoed to read: 

~20-3-322. ~eetings ana quorur.. (l) The trustees of a 

dis~rict shall hold at least the followin, nu~ber of regular 

_etings: 

(a) an org2nization meet j ng, . s prescribed by 

2D-3-321; 

(b) a preli~~nary budget meetin~.~ as prescribed tv 

20-'7-113; and 

Ic) in firs~-class el.,~ntary dist. i;:ts, not less than 

(d) in any other district, rp~ular ~~etin9s durir.g the 

r-ont~5 of April, July, ncto~er, anc Janucry_ 

(2) The ~ruste~s of the district shall adopt a policy 

se~tir.9 th" d3y and time for the .inimu~ nu~ber of regular 

'sc~ool ~eting~ ~rescribed in subsection (1) (c) or (1 lid) 

in additiof., any other regular ~eeting days the 

trustees ~ish to eSLablish; such ~eetings shall be conducted 

in school buildinss or on ott~r property belonging to the 

district. 

(3) Special ~eetin9s of the trustees say be called by 

th~ ch~irman or any t~o ~~mbers of the trustees by givin9 

each ~e~ber a 48-r.OUf written notice of the Me~tin9_ 

(4) ~o bu~iness shall be transacted by the trustees of 

a ~istrict unless it is transacted at a regular .eeting or a 

properly called ~pecial ~e~tin~. A quoru~ for any ~eeting 

shall be a ~ajority of the trust~es' ~e~bership. All trustee 

~tings shall be public meetings. as prescribed by 2-3-201, 

e~cept that the trustees ~ay recess to an expcutive session 

under the provisions of 2-3-203. 



N\~ .... , section 2. Notice of meetings of board of trustees of a 

s:hool district. (l) The board of trustees of a school district 

a,. defined in 20-6-101 shall give notice of regular and s~e-i~ 

m.:!etings in the following manner: 

(a) by posting a notice of the meeting at least 48 hours 

b~fore the meeting on the maln door of the building In which 

t1e school district administration office is located. If there 

i3 no such administration office, the notice must be postEd on 

t'.e main door of the principal school building in the district; 

(b) by providing a copy of the notice at least 48 ho~rs 

b2fore the meeting to a daily newspaper of general circul~tion 

in t:ha 
(- - ,I""" I ) I Gist.riet; I '- J.~ ,..;-, ~J \,J---'t..--" " - J. • './ ~ , 1f - - - .) J...i', } .. /'J,' I','. '-'-

, ..I ,',/ IV/+- </ .,J j r 

by i-nc-l-tia-i--ng- -in the notice of the meeting'the plc,ce, (c) 

time, and intended agenda of the meeting; 
9 

(d) 

48 hours 

1"....., "<' .. I 0/ 
~- '{ . 

by delivering written notice of the meeting at least ~. '1/.! 
(j/./ I :1-
---r:.,...7 '''---:1 

who is scheduled before the meeting to any individual 
/ 

to be the subject of discussion or action at any meeting. 

(2) At a meeting of the board of trustees, the trustees 

may take action only on the agenda items that were announced 

in the notice required by subsection 
...-::r ':::", 

(l), except that the board,..;'"' ~ 
-../ ~ 

may act on nonpersonnel-related items if such items are raised 

spontaneously in good faith. 

Section 3. The codification instructions to include the new 

section In open meeting law would be changed to include it in 

school law. 
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h ~ h d d 'd' . Sr::1ATE .' '~.' " 197,' ,~::-'';: ,7: avmg a un er consl eratlon .................................................................................................................. Bill No ............... _: ,.~. 

~ ":- ,,~~~;. ~ . -. ~ i~) ,. 
'~: : ... .. _--.,. ... ;., '~-,:~' . 

. ~.~!"~-:-.~ 

Respectfully report as follows: That ................... S$.~~!:\l'.~ ......................................................................... Bill No .. l?.7. ........ . 

DO !lOT ?ASS 
QQ.X~ 

jig. 

STATE PUB. CO. 
Helena, MonL 

. ". ;-'--' 
'>-~ .. '::'-<:~"'-" . 

~ ~'4 -"-: ~ . ".>;" -.. ;.;-.. ,__ .4/ _ ..... 
.......... 

. ..... - ........ ..... -... -~ ....... ........................... _ ................. :;:-........................... . 
Chairman. 
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Bill No. 197 
----------------~ ----------

SENATE Tine 1: 5 6 p. m • 

YES 

Senator Ed Smith X 

Senator George McCallum X 

Senator Elmer SevE~rson X 

Senator Swede Harnr ond X 

Senator Chet Blaylock X 

Senator Bill Thomes X 

Senator Joseph Mazurek X 

Senator Jack Haffey X 

Senator Bob Brown, Chairman X 

.- -, 

Secretary 

MJtion: by Senator McCallum that Sel-Iate Bill 197 Do Not Pass. 

(inc~ude enough infonration on rrotion-put with yellCM copy of 
c:amuttee refOrt.) 
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