MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE JOINT APPROPRIATIONS
SUBCOMMITTEE ON LONG RANGE BUILDING
April 2, 1981

The meeting was called to order by JACK K. MOORE, Chairman

at 1:05 p.m, in Room 104. All Committee members were present
except SEN. ETCHART and SEN. THOMAS (both excused). Also in
attendance was BOB ROBINSON, Fiscal Analyst. See Visitor's
Register for those who gave testimony.

THE CHAIRMAN stated the cultural and aesthetic projects will be
discussed in the following order: Montanans at Work, Community
Arts Service Project, Eastern Montana, Montana Chautaqua, Montana
Repertory Theater, Montana Literature Publications, Conservation
of the Ralston Mural, Montana Folklife Project, Art Conservation,
Yellowstone Arts Center Renovation, and Community Video Project.

MONTANANS AT WORK

This project relates to a statewide history project to be spon-
sored cooperatively between the Montana Historical Society

and the Montana History Association. See EXHIBIT A and EXHIBIT B.
This is an oral history project, which is the methodology of
capturing data of a historical and socialogical nature which

is otherwise not available to researchers. It is intended to
interview and secure oral reminiscence from workers in Montana
in not only ongoing jobs, but also the tvpe of jobs that are

no longer in existence. They would like to cover in this, a
period from 1910 to 1945 which is an industrialization period

in the United States, which helped the change of Montana also.
It is believed they could do approximately 350 interviews in the
project concentrating in the areas of miners, farmers, commerce
trades, transportation, service etc. They believe in the process
of doing this they will leave for the state of Montana, a data
source which will reflect the changes in the state, the remini-
scence of the level of population that is not represented in the
history records. They intend to document history by employment
patterns, and graphical data. This .concept is based on WPA idea
which was tried in the 1930's, but did not include Montana. A
book resulted in that effort, and Montana was not entered in

the book, and the Historical Society feels this gap can be
closed by this project. They feel the budget is guite tight,
but they are prepared to accept less money should the Committee
so desire.

COMMUNITY ARTS SERVICE PROJECT FOR EASTERN MONTANA

Thisproject was developed as a result of meetings held last spring,
or individual contacts made with members of agricultural asso-
ciations in eastern Montana. Eastern Montana is being faced with

a 30% population increase by 1920. This is if all the energy
potential occurs in that area. The residents are concerned as to
what this will do to their communities. Boom towns associated

with energy development have numerous problems, such as over-
crowding, drugs, alchohol and child abuse. The people in this area
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feel that the arts and cultural events play an important part in
their community growth. This project will place a community arts
developer who will work intimately with community organizations
around those 22 counties to help with management assistance. The
theory that arts and cultural events have a significant effect on
these impact areas, has been proven gquite valid. They are looking
for funding for phase I of a two year project. The project director
will work with other directors regarding public and local sources
of funding. He will also work with the communities to enable them
to meet with the current challenges more successfully. He asked
the Committee to refer to EXHIBIT C and EXHIBIT D.

MONTANA CHAUTAUQUA, University of Montana

This is a request for additional funding to extend this project
for an alternate year, because this was the third application to
Title I, and it was turned down. This project is designed to show
Montanans that the work of Montana artists, shows and demonstra-
tions characteristic to their state. This has three parts to it
which are film, dance and literature which are taken to ten communi-
ties in Montana. The dance protion deals with authentic journals
and is a 25 minute presentation. The literature portion of the
project is a lecture given by DR. WILLIAM BEVIS, and in each
community they have appeared, Dr. Bevis has directed the lecture
around the local history. The film protion is entitled, Energy
and Morality, and this film was selected throughout the world

to be viewed on public television. She feels this project is both
a cultural and aesthetic project in that it includes creative work
of Montanans and also identifies the reasons for that work. She
stated she has raised the sponsor fees for each community, from
$250 to $350. None of the communities seem to be objecting to
this amount.

MONTANA REPERTORY THEATER -~ University of Montana

The Montana Repertory Theater is the only professional equity
theater between Minneapolis, St. Paul and Seattle. It is in
residence in Missoula preparing for four to six weeks and then
goes on the road for nine to twelve weeks. This particular
request is to supplement funding which is already being made and
appreciated from the Montana Arts Council, the Western States

Arts Foundation and the National Endowment for the Arts. This
reguest would assist in funding, particularly in small and middle
size communities in the state. There is a difference in the costs
when they are touring out of state at $3,600 a day, compared to
in-state for $2,400 a day. This helps off-set the deficit when
they perform in the state of Montana because they feel the respon-
sibility of keeping the fees at a level that can be afforded by
any size community. They recently received a gift from a large
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corporation, and they feel thisparticular grant is applicable to
this legislation, because it is designed to make up the deficit

to enable them to go into and perform specifically the small
communities that could not afford to have them. In addition to
professional theatre performances, they also do a theatre in the
schools program that does workshops in elementary and secondary
schools. They had a graphic artist do specifically a design
indicating the fiscal problems of supporting the Montana Repertory
Theater, which showed a standard size semi with a bed of about 20
feet. If they were not to receive any funding, but needed to explain
the semi to show how much financial support they actually receive
from their fees, it would show the engine, wheels and half of the
cab. The remainder of the cost for touring in that truck comes
from.many other private, state and federal requests.

IIONTANA LITERATURE PUBLICATION- DR. BEVIS at U of M.

This is the same person as recently mentioned in Montana Chautaugua
project, This project would involve time off for Dr. Bevis to

do part of a book length study on Montana Writers. Since the
proposal was submitted, he has been doing a number of lectures,
which involve new recommendations that have occrred in the last

few weeks. The challenge to the author, would be if a popular

readable account can be written about Montana Writers. His interest
is in an intellectual historians account as a development of their
values, society and culture as seen through its literature. He

gave an example of what happens in trying to do a book of this type,
one would look at native americans in white Montana literature

and their own literature, there would be a couple of discrepancies.
He used a quote from a book stating the wild life of the Indian,
and being able to run with him wild and free like the mustang,
which is a popular misconception of the white man toward the
Indian. The Indian in this book is not wild and free at all, and
they have a great amount of tribalism. The white man's literature
shows a person moving from home and trying to have a good life
somewhere else. The native american is exactly the opposite,

and they circle back home to their family. This is the type of
point he would be making in many different areas in this book.

The best recommendation is BUD GUTHRIE, learning that he was going
to moderate a panel on Montana Writers stated you couldn't get

a better man for it. He is teaching the only course in the state
on Montanas Writers, and he feels this is a book that should be
written, and he would like the opportunity to write it. He

would not get a national grant on this since it deals only with
Montana.

CONSERVATION OF RALSTON MURAL- Billings Logan Airport.

This painting is located in the lobkby of the terminal, and
approximately 3.000 to 4,000 people pass it daily through the
lobby. This is the largest Ralston that was ever completed.

See EXHIBIT E, for details. Billings International Airport is in
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a tight fiscal situation, and funding can not be used to restore
this painting. Funding must be secured from other sources other
than Airport revenues. It was stated that if they do not receive
funding, he would not know where to go next and this painting
does need some significant repair work before it is lost in

the future.

MONTANA FOLKLIFE PROJECT

This request is for an ongoing, previously funded project which
has been ongoing since 1979, see EXHIBIT F. The purpose of this
project is to document the traditional cultures that exist in the
state of Montana. The purpose of this is to share this with the
people of Montana. They have engaged in several subprojects,
such as retrieving materials that have been lost, stolen or taken
from Montana and get them back into the state. It is important
that they have gone to the Library of Congress, and have gotten
tapes and copies of originals which have ended up in the Library.
They initiated a radio program called "My Home's in Montana",
which came from the field recordings that are made from this pro-
ject. Theyv have engaged a folk artist in the school program
to teach children how traditional artists came about these tradi-
tions, and how they are being passed on from generation to gene-
ration. They alsc help other groups set up presentations in their
communities. They hope to get into producing a series of phono-
graph records, and the ‘first one called "My Home's ¥n Mantana"
was recorded. They would like to keep this project going, and
build up an archive that the state can really be proud of.

ART CONSERVATION AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA

This grant is in ‘the infancy stage at the U of M of dealing

with a very important part of Montana's artistic heritage at the
University. There are 18 Paxton murals at the University that
have never been cleaned plus many other famous artists paintings
and prints. All of these are in a state of disrepair, and in the
past year have been able to get them in a storage climatized
environment. There are 32 art centers in the state of Montana,
and it is the desire that the collection at the University be
made available throughtout the state for as much time as they
would like to exhibit. They also have some WPA prints, and with
a recent grant they were able to frame and mat these. See’
EXHIBIT G. The small art centers are not able to develop their
own permanent collections with any great ease, so the restoration
of these works would enable these works to tour the state in

a show.

YELLOWSTONE ART CENTER RENOVATION.

The Yellowstone Art Center now serves statewide as the largest
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Art Center in the state of Montana. The annual attendance now
exceeds 26,000 and they serve many counties, The Center is housed
in the former county Jail, however, they are facing many problems
in operating this center in a jailhouse. The gquality and scope

of the exhibition education program has grown to the extent

that they utilize the entire second floor on a continuing basis.
One of the major collections are on the second floor, plus all of
the offices. The auditorium and all the lectures and films they
offer to this region, are on the second floor, because this is the
largest room available. Those programs are denied to all of the
handicapped in the region, because they do not have an elevator.
They recently installed a major ramp on the outside of the build-
ing, but this does not pertain to the second floor. The everyday
hauling and crating of these paintings and sculptures is both
dangerous to the art and the staff. The initial step in their
master plan is adding an elevator to the building, a shipping and
receiving area would be located, plus updated restrooms for the
handicapped. The total cost of this project would be $250,000

and this would be accordimg to the architects specifications.

COMMINITY VIDEO PROJECT- Lewis and Clark Library.

The Helena Community Video Project would be intended to provide
access to video equipment and technical expertise to artists,
local arts and educational organizations and local government
units. See EXHIBIT H, regarding the four main purposes. This
would create works of art in the medium of video, preserve the
works of local artists; produce documentaries on local and
regional issues and subject matter, and educate the public on
local and regional issues. They are hoping to provide maximum
exposure to video programs that are developed and originated
locally through a variety of outlets such as the Helena Public
Library, Helena Cable TV etc., It 1s believed that video tape
can provide greater access to the public and individual citizens
because it is an effective medium and versatile. Many groups in
the community have expressed interest and support of this project.

J.XK. RALSTON CENTER IN RICHLAND COUNTY.

The original proposal was misleading and they are requesting funds
for Phase I of this project, which is $145,000. See EXHIBIT I
regarding the history of the project, the present scope and the
future scope. They are attempting to secure the funds necessary

to acquire the Peoples Congregational Church, which was constructed
in 1908. The purpose of this will provide a cultural center for
Sidney by providing a Museum, an Art Center and a Center for

Senior Citizen activities, plus a lecture and recital hall. This
is something Sidney is desperately in need of, and the closest
cultural center is Miles City, which is 120 miles away. It is
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their feeling that this type of spending under the Coal Tax Fund
for cultural and aesthetic projects is indeed appropriate. Private
citizens, plus city and county officials are all working together
to see that the project gets built. The $700,000 construction
costs for the new building will be vaid for through private and
public grants, private donations, and the biggest part will be by
the Richland County Commissioners through their 1 mill support.
To show the support for this project, they have raised approxi-
mately $60,000 in cash donations, and in addition have used 6,000
of donated man hours. There are over 300 active members in this
Historical Society and they are very determined that this project
be done. If they do not get this property purchased, the church
will be demolished and the city of Sidney will lose one of its
most historic buildings. They feel this project was the type of
project intended by HB 500. This is a cultural project, because
it provides a cultural center. It is aesthetic because Sidney is
losing its past and needs to preserve their heritage. This is a
chance for the state to work hand and hand with private and local
government in order to get the project off the ground.

J.D. HOLMES, Lobbyist for the Arts Advocacy, stated he likes all
of these projects, however, the reguests total approximately
$1,000,000 more than what is available. He wanted to offer two
top priorities by his group, one is the Restoration of the Murals
in the Capitol, and the other priority is the Montana Folklife
Group. He stated they would like to leave the other projects
between the sponsors and the Committee.

HELENA RESIDENT AND ARTISTS, stated many of them have found
occasions to want access to video equipment because it is more
adaptable to the TV. It has been felt many times, many activities
that go on in Helena could be preserved and broadcast to the local
media. The main problem is getting the gquality eguipment necessary
to do local projects, and it would make easy accessibility adminis-
tered through the local Library.

THE CHAIRMAN asked the representative for the Community Video
Project that his request was considerably less than is now being
presented, and they are trying to get funding for just one vear.
ANSWER; They did not understand if the project would be funded
for one or two years, so they put together a budget for two years.
The first $51,000 would be for equipment, the second year would
be operating and administrative costs. :

THE CHAIRMAN asked the representative of the Ralston Mural at

the Billings airport, what was involved in the restoration price.
ANSWER; The painting is suffering from severe flaking and tinting,
the paint layers are being lost. The treatment would involve
photography and removal, application of protective varnishes, and
transportation from the conservatory to the airport and back,
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cleaning of the reverse, new lining, cleaning, repair of some
tears, mounting to an aluminum panel.

REP. BARDANOUVE asked i1f the R.K. RALSRON Center has made a down
payment on the land. ANSWER: They have made a down payment for
$15,000 and any additional money the committee can see fit to give
to this project will be appreciated.

THE CHAIRMAN asked how many years the Repretory Theatre has been
on the road and how many communities 1t entertains. ANSWER:

They have been on the road four years, in the present state, and
last year they entertained in 25 communities. It was stated that
the $3,600 charged out-of-state helps fund the deficit of the
$2,400 in the state. She explained they are not allowed to charge
an amount in the ticket price that would cover the cost of the
production. At this time, they are floating a $100,000 deficit

to keep this affordable. Their concern is that in order to be
fiscally responsible, they would end up performing more outside

of the state than inside the state and their mission is to provide
professional theatre to the state of Montana. This would assist
them in what they should be charging to smaller communities who
cannot afford this.

There being no further discussion or comments, the meeting was
adjourned at 2:05 p.m.

JACK K. MOORE, Chairman

mg
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MONTANANS AT WORK
AN ORAL HISTORY PROJECT

SUBMITTED BY THE MONTANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

exhibit A



ORAL HISTORY PROJECT - RATIONALE

Oral history is a method of recording historically significant reminiscences
of individuals for use in the research and preservation of personal inter-
pretations of the past. Recording interviews on tape, is the most effective
way in which to insure that at least some of the information stored in the
memories of people is preserved for us and for future generations. In this
century telephone conversations, which leave no record, have replaced the
numerous letters and diaries so common to and plentiful in the past. Our
historical record of the feelings, attitudes and lives of common people has
become increasingly sketchy. Oral history must fill the gaps in the written
record if those of us living now and in the future are going to have an

accurate and representative record of this century.

As such, oral history is dependent upon people who are willing to share their
first-hand experiences, and upon the interest and abilities of informed and
capable interviewers. Oral history is tenuous in that often the most significant
courses are people of advancing years and in poor health. No time is too soon

to establish a systematic means of collecting these interviews. Interviewing,
the preservation of tapes, and the provision of public access to the tapes for

research purposes are three essential ingrediants in the oral history process.

No one can dispute the diversity and excitement of Montana history. The
history of people living and working in this state is relatively new, and
there are still those who can remember certain frontier experiences. In
appreciation of the variety of occupations that lured people to Montana, in
recognition of the value of the state's personal resources, and with respect
for the devastations of time, it is important that support be given to the

development of an oral history program now.
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According to the latest survey conducted by the Montana Oral History Association,
thirty-eight libraries, museums, universities and like institutions across the
state are collecting or have on file some oral history tapes. These individual
efforts are important, but a well-coordinated state-wide project would serve
eminently well in collecting significant interviews and in providing a model

for those institutions and individuals who have an interest in preserving history
in this way. The Montana Historical Society, with a permanent and experienced
staff, is in the best position to provide this guidance and education through

the sponsorship and operation of such a program.

THE PROJECT: MONTANANS AT WORK, 1910-1945

The Montana Historical Society proposes to do what many other states are

already doing. We propose a state-wide effort to collect oral history from
people who have made their livelihoods in Montana. A state-wide oral history
project has been discussed many times in Montana, but for a variety of reasons

it has not been done. The need is critical if this fast disappearing information

is to be retained for future research and education.

In many respects, Montana's economy and society were both shaped by and

followed national trends in the first half of the twentieth century. While

these trends influenced business and industry in the state, they were also
important, but less obvious, in dictating the lives of working Montanans in the
same period. As Montana emerged from the frontier era into the twentieth century,
new jobs appeared while others became superfluous to the new industrial society.

These changes shaped life in Montana, then and today.

The Federal Writers Project, operated by the federal government in the 1930s,

sponsored a project entitled '"Men At Work", which was intended to capture the
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experiences of working Americans in all regions of the country. 1In Montana,
this effort had only a token beginning before World War Il brought an end

to the project. If this program had procceded, much valuable information

for historians, sociologists, other scholars, private researchers and
educators would have been preserved. Nothing demonstrates this failure better

than the publication of a book entitled First Person America. This volume

which draws upon over 10,000 of the oral interviews conducted by the
Federal Writers Project and contains eighty life histories, has none relating

to Montana.

The Montana Historical Society proposes to undertake a program similar to

the old WPA effort, using the techniques of oral history. Tentatively titled
"Montanans at Work,' the project will collect interviews of Montanans in
selected occupations that are representative of the state's work force in

the period 1910-1945. 1In addition to including most of the more common

occupations in Montana, the project will also cover all regions of the state.

The project will conduct between 300 to 350 interviews over the two years.
These will reveal occupational patterns, ethnic employment patterns, bio-
graphical data, and local history information. A list of occupations,
reflecting regional tendencies, as well as dominant and peripheral employment
patterns, has been compiled (see attached for preliminary listing). From

this list, occupations will be selected for interviewing purposes. Selection
of interview subjects will be weighted towards the dominant economic sectors

in Montana. Of those, mining, agriculture, and forest products will require
multiple interviews. Other areas represented in the project, such as commerce,

the professions, service industries, and recreation will require fewer interviews.

Many aspects of our society are not represented by written records, and the
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use of oral history techniques will make a much larger quantity of this
"fugitive" information available. Future generations will gain insights into
the lives of miners, loggers, railroad engineers, homesteaders, hotelkeepers,

and a large number of other under-represented and poorly documented occupations.

Materials resulting from this project will be deposited in the State Archives

at the Montana Historical Society where they will be available to researchers,
pending any restrictions placed on the materials by narrators. A duplicate tape
will be deposited in a local institution in the area from which the tape
originated. Oral history may be used in Society publications and possibly for
media and school programs as well. Of paramount importance, however, is the
need to collect and preserve a rapidly disappearing historical record.

PROJECT METHODOLOGY AND WORK PLAN

Project Demands -

The scope of this project requires a careful administration of all phases of

the project work, from selection of narrators (persons to be interviewed) to
oversight of legal releases and deposition of interviews in Montana Historical
Society Archives. This requires a professional staff in the central office. It
also requires cooperation with local and regional groups including historical
societies, libraries, museums and local oral history groups in the identification
of narrators and to insure that this project does nof duplicate already

completed work.

Project Staff -

Director, Chief Interviewer, Secretary/Transcriber will constitute the
permanent professional staff. The Director will be responsible for oversight
and direction of the entire project. The Chief Interviewer will be responsible
for conducting interviews, aiding in the training of contract interviewers,
selection of narrators, and other necessary aspects of processing interviews.
The Secretary/Transcriber will be responsible for transcribing interviews,

typing, proofing tape summaries, and general office work. A committee drawn
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from the professional staff of the Montana Historical Society (Oral History

Committee) will play an advisory role in the project.

Work Plan -

Considering that it is projected that 150-175 interviews will be conducted

each year of the two-year project, an orderly work plan is essential. The
object is to cover the entire state. To do this the state will be divided

into regions and potential narrators will be identified in each region with the
aid and cooperation of local historical groups. The interviews will be

conducted by either the professional office staff or by contracted interviewers.

There are six basic procedures in oral history work that must be followed:

1) Selection of narrator and determination of subject area; 2) Research and
preparation for the interview; 3) Formal interview; 4) Signing of release

and disposition forms by narrator and interviewer; 5) processing of interview
by tape summary or occasionally full transcription; 6) Deposit of tape and

summaries or transcripts in archives.

The Director and Chief Interviewer will do much of the interviewing, but
additional interviewers will be necessary to complete the project. Narrators
will be located all across the state, requiring extra time and travel for the
professional staff. To aid in the project, therefore, two university faculty
personnel well versed in oral history methodology and Montana history and

four graduate students will be hired for twelve weeks each year to interview
narrators. During the rest of the year, when travel is more restricted, several
oral historians across the state will be contracted for specific interviews

at a standard rate. The faculty, graduate students, and contracted interviewers
will all undergo intensive preparatory training in the project methodologies

and goals. This training will be the responsibility of the Director and the
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Chief Interviewer.

Work Schedule -

"Montanans At Work' Oral History Project will run from 1 July 1981 to 30
June 1983. The first work in preparation for the project's beginning will
be the selection of narrators for July-September 1981 interviews. This
selection will have to be made by Montana Historical Society Oral History
Committee. Training of the summer faculty and graduate student interviewers
will take place in early July 1981; interviewing will begin by late July.
The Director and Chief Interviewer will draw up a full and detailed work
plan for the whole project by September 1981. The Montana Historical Society
Oral History Committee will review and approve the plan at that time. The
Director of "Montanans at Work" project will present monthly progress
reports to the Oral History Committee and the Director of the Montana

Historical Society.



Page 7/

F.Y. 1982 F.Y. 1983
1. Personnel
1. Project Director - Grade 14 $17,080.00 $17,436.00
Fringe benefits ' 3,074.00 3,138.00
2. Chief Interviewer - Grade 12 $14,284.00 $14,584.00
Fringe benefits 2,571.00 2,625.00
3. Secretary/Transcriber - Grade 9 $11,139.00 $11,376.00
Fringe benefits 2,005.00 2,048.00
SUB TOTAL $50,153.00 $51,207.00
,. LI. Program Costs
1. Phone 800.00 800.00
2. Postage 500.00 600.00
3. Brochure 1,500.00 ————
4. Paper and Supplies 150.00 150.00
5. Travel 15,000.00 15,000.00
SUB TOTAL $17,950.00 $16,550.00
III. Contracted Services
. (Summer Field Interviews)
1. Your (4) Student Interviewers
“for three (3) months @ $850.00
per student per month $10,200.00 $10,200.00
2. Two (2) Faculty Interviewers
for three (3) months at
$1,500 per person per month 9,000.00 9,000.00
3. Twenty-five contract interviews '
@ $100.00/interview 2,500.00 2,500.00
SUB TOTAL $21,700.00 $21,700.00
IV. Equipment
1. Six Super Scope cassette recorders 720.00
@ $120.00
2. Six Microphones @ $30.00 180.00

3. One Panasonic Transcriber 425.00

4. One I.B.M. Selectric II Correcting

Typewriter 975.00
2



Page 8

F.Y. 1982 F.Y.1983
2,100 hours of T.D.K. cassette tape
@ 2.00/hr. , $ 4,200
SUB TOTAL 6.500 000.00
TOTAL $96,303.00 $89,457.00

TOTAL COST FOR F.Y. 82,83 $185,760.00



COMMERCE

~Tailor

POSSIBLE

General Merchant
Banker or Bank employee
Traveling salesman

Retail Clerk
Bookkeeper
Stenographer
Grocer
Watchman
Warehouseman
Hatter
Florist

INTERVIEWS TO BE INCLUDED

Saddlemaker/leather worker
Printer/pressman
Farm Equipment Sales

Motor Car Sales

Cigar Maker

Brewery worker

Sign Painter/maker

Clothier

RECREATION

Movie/theater
Movie/theater
Bartender
Prostitute
Soda fountain
Musician
Billiard room
Actor/actress

AGRICULTURE

Dairyman
Rancher
Cowboy

Grain farmer
Harvest hand
Truck farmer
Homesteader

Orchard worker
Farm/ranch wife

attendant

operator

cashier or usher
operator

Page Y

SERVICES

Waiter/waitress

Iceman

Candymaker (Confectioner)
Baker

Brewery worker

Hotel Bellboy
Hotelkeeper

Mortician

Butcher

Barber

Cook

Beautician .
Blacksmith (iron worker)
Housekeeper

Seamstress

Machinist
Laundress/''presser"
Miller

Boardinghouse proprietor
Utilities worker
Milkman

PROFESSIONS

College teacher
Architect
Photographer, commercial
Veterinarian
Teacher

Nurse

Doctor
Minister/priest
Nun

Pharmacist
Librarian
Lawyer

Surveyor

GOVERNMENT

Soldier

Fireman

Policeman or deputy sheriff
Government office worker
Postman



MINERALS

Miner, coal
Miner, hardrock
‘Smelterman

Mine engineer
Shift boss
Geologist

Ropeman

Station tender
Petroleum refinery worker
Drilling rig crew
Assayer

TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATION

Railroad engineer

Railroad crew (fireman, brakeman, conducter, etc.)
Truck driver

Teamster

Mechanic

Telephone operator

Newspaperman (reporter, editor)

Bus driver

Trolley carman

Telegrapher

Telegraph messenger

Railroad yard worker (car repair, fire starter, etc.)
Railroad secion hand

Commercial pilot

Steamboat crew

FORESTRY AND FOREST PRODUCTS

Forester/ranger

Logger

Sawyer

Lumber mill worker/sawmill operator
Shay locomotive operator

Forest firefighter

BUILDING CONSTRUCTION AND CRAFTS

Tinner

Brickmaker

Building contractor
Foundry worker
Carpenter
Electrician

Painter
Mason/bricklayer
Stone cutter
Plumber
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MONTANA COLLEGE

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY
AND POLITICAL SCIENCE

Billings, Montana 59101
(406) 657-2311/2138 December 3, 1980

Dr. Robert Archibald, Director
Montana Historical Society

225 North Roberts

Helena, MT 59601

Dear Dr. Archibald:

This Tletter is written in support of the grant application to fund the oral
history project, "Montanans at Work, 1910-45," which intends to interview 350
individuals with a variety of working experiences. As a sociologist who teaches
an upper division course in the sociology of work, I am, of course, extremely
interested in the results of such an effort. Data regarding work experience in
the state of Montana are extremely hard to obtain, at the same time that current
perspectives on work are in part generated by the previous social experiences

in occupations. I am certain that a well founded research would be of enormous
help in understanding more clearly the specific regional orientations towards
work which define the state of Montana in more than two areas.

Because part of my training is anthropology, I am also of the opinion that a

well controlled interview program of the type envisioned in the proposal will
indeed elicit the information which would be most useful to the different social
sciences in addition to its importance for a historical perspective. I also feel
that I find this project of sufficient urgency that - funding should not be de-
layed, because the mortality rates of individuals might cut short the sources
of information that are necessary to complete the research. 1 hope, therefore,
that you will fund the proposal because I think it will be to the advantage of
the people of Montana and of academic interest for a wide group of the social
sciences.

S1ncere1y yours,

74 /
7& ////L(L//;Lt4<,e.\4
/ Andreas N Mar1s Van Blaaderen, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Sociology
and Anthropology
Chairperson, Department of Sociology
MVB/mlh and Political Science '

E;K;LX\D}}‘E?



l‘niversity of Montana

Missoula, Montana 59812

Department of History
(406) 243-2231/243-5943 November 24, 1980

Dr. Robert Archibald, Director
Montana Historical Society

225 North Roberts

Helena, Montana 59601

Dear Bob:

I've just heard of your Oral History Project and want
to encourage you to push your hardest for funding. This is
undoubtedly one of the most needed projects one could ori-
ginate. In order to understand the history of Montana we
need to get the testimonies of those who were involved
before it is too late. The excellent results of our Potomac
Valley Oral History Report should convince every person who

. values his Montana heritage of the importance of acting

soon.
If I can be of any help please call upon me.
Good 1luck!
Yours truly,
2
A5 et
Robert R. Dozier
Associate Professor
RRD:ja
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EASTERIN

MONTANA COLLEGE

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY November 24, 1980
Billings, Montana 59101

(406) 657-2119

Dr. Robert Archibald

Director, Montana Historical Society
225 North Roberts

Helena, MT 59601

Dear Bob:

I was especially pleased to hear that you are applying for funds
to support a major oral history project in Montana. It is something
which needs to be done and I think is very appropriate that the Montana
Historical Society supervise the effort.

The scope of the project, Montanans at Work, 1910-1945, seems to
focus precisely on an area which if neglected much longer would be lost
forever.

If there is any way I could further assist you in the project
please let me know.

Sincerel

Robert T. Smith
Professor of History

RTS/bm



l‘niversity of Montana
Missoula, Montana 59812

Department of History
(406) 243-2231/243-5943 November 25, 1980

Dr. Robert Archibald, Director
Montana State Historical Society
225 North Roberts

tiecienr, Montana 59601

Dear Bob:

Harry Fritz indicated that we should contact you directly
about the proposed oral history project entitled '"Montanans

at Work, 1910-1945." Frankly, if even a less ambitious project
could be funded, it would provide an opening wedge for expanded
study.

As you are aware, my own interest in this topic has been
sharpened considerably by the work I've done with DCA on the
‘Mexican-American. As a consequence, a project such as the one
you propose clearly needs an Hispanic component that the DCA
work has only scratched.

I would, therefore, be interested in working closely with
you on such a project. For an Hispanic section, I could probably
provide two-or three students per year (advanced undergraduate
or graduate).

I certainly hope thst such an ambitious project will be
launched. We are very much in need of a systematic, comprehensive
oral history project in the state, and I am happy to give it
my most enthusiastic support.

Machado, Jr.
Profegsor of History



University of Montana

Missoula, Montana 59812

Department of History
(406) 243-2231/243-5943 November 26, 1980

.Dr. Robert Archibald, Director
Montana Historical Society

225 North Roberts

Helena, Montana 59601

Dear Dr. Archibald:

Harry Fritz informs me that you will soon attempt to
get legislative support for an oral history project: '"Montanans
at Work, 1910-1945."

I have done some work in Montana labor history and am
presently completing an article on the coal mining operation
in Red Lodge, 1890s to 1925. One vital ingredient which has

~been missing in my current research is personal accounts--
memories. While one can do an adequate job of description
without such accounts, their addition could certainly lend
that human touch which makes the past come to life for us in
the present.

I enthusiastically endorse your proposal, therefore, and
urge you to feel free to call on me for any help I may be able
to give.

Sincerely,

, ) S 9
/’7/(,{«5 Cé’&“” B ‘ [A:Cbk‘.d
William B. Evans
Professor

WBE:ja



m g &ﬂ DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY & PHILOSOPHY

COLLEGE OF LETTERS & SCIENCE MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY, BOZEMAN 59717

December 10, 1980

‘Robert Archibald, Director
Montana Historical Society
225 North Roberts
Helena, MT 59601

Dear Dr. Archibald:

I am writing to endorse your application for a grant of support from
the Coal Severance Tax Fund for the purpose of establishing an Oral
History section within the Historical Society's function.

As recent projects have demonstrated abundantly, Montana's past is in
large measure being recreated and preserved through this viable and

. meaningful new methodology, and the Historical Society is the logical

and appropriate agency to serve as its administrative center of operation.

The fact that you envision a project recording the reminiscences of
Montanans at work before the 1950s makes the project all the more worthy
in my opinion.

You have my unqualified endorsement.

R&specﬁful}y yours,

\ b y( i
) ‘\w

TELEPHONE (406) 994 - 4395
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Fort Misscula Historical Museum

December 4, 1980

Dr. Robert Archibald, Director
Montana Historical Society

225 North Roberts

Helena, Montana 59601

Dear Bob:

The proposal for a statewide oral history project, '""Montanans

At Work, 1910 - 1945", is an excellent and much needed project

for the preservation of a unique historic resource: the unwritten
remembrances, attltudes and feelings of the people who partici-
pated in Montana's development during these critical years.

As now envisioned the project will conduct systematic interviews
with persons of varied occupations throughout the state. Such
interviews will provide personal first-hand responses to Montana's
development. By recording these responses and systematically
making them available, the project will add significant documenta-
tion unavailable now to our understanding of Montana history.

We strongly support the Historical Society's effort to fund the
project through a state appropriation. Through a statewide co-
ordinated effort people from all parts of the state can both
participate in and receive the benefits of the project. A well
planned and funded project may also be a catalyst to encourage
those persons already working in oral history to continue their
efforts. We also anticipate the development of additional oral
history projects in response to the 1nterest created by '"Montanans
At Work".

Through this project a significant cultural resource will be pre-

served for future generations. We urge the Historical Society to

seek funding for the project through a state appropriationm.
Sincerely

it

-Frank R. Grant
Director

FRG:sh

Building 332 ® Fort Missoula, Montana 59801 ® Phone: 406-728-3476
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EASTERIN

MONTANA COLLEGE

November 28, 1980

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
Billings, Montana 59101
(406) 657-2300

Dr. Robert Archibald

Director, Montana Historical Society
225 North Roberts

Helena, Montana 59601

Dear Bob:

1 write in support of your grant application for a state-wide
oral history project under the sponsorship of the Historical Society.
1 know of no more appropriate place to locate such a state-wide
effort since all of wus with a commitment to history and an interest
in Montana's past turn to the Society as the focus of our interests.
You have not only the finest collection of Montana material, but
you provide us with the means of coming together with our common
interest, and we have the service of your very able professional
staff. That you have taken the initiative for this grant request
is additional evidence of the Society's strength.

Oral history properly done 1is of particular importance in a
State 1like Montana where the literary record is neither as full or
as strong as in the older sections of the United States. A work
history could be developed only in the manner you propose and will
provide us with an invaluable resource for .an understanding of all
aspects of our State's past.

Thank you for undertaking this important venture.
Si}_ncerely,

L Pt

John E. Van de Wetering
President

VdW/jd



COMMENTS IN SUFPORT OF COMMUNITY ART SERVICE PROJECT FCK EASTERN MONTANA
"?gg/afts are important to people's lives...particularly in those communities facing
. the stress and changes which come with growth impact. We desperately need the personnel
and resources which this proposal would provide to help communities build their own
cultural identities and programs." Jessica Stickney, Miles City

"...to those of us in Eastern Montana who are trying our best to preserwve our community
values during these times of rapid change and growth. There are many problems which
must be dealt with soon before it is too late, and we will only be able to be successful
in our efforts if we are provided the sort of assistance that the Community Art Service
Project could provide."” Gary J. Thogerson, Pres., MonDak Historical and Art Society,
Sidney

"It is my hope that this program will tie us into a network of statewide arts advocacy."
C. Karen Stanton, Big Horn Arts and Crafts Association, Hardin

"...though distances are greai and towns far apart, the people are here and they certainly
would profit from such a project.” John Johnson, Principal, Dawson Co. High School, Glendiv

"The integration into the popilation base of large numbers of people from outside of our
immediate area will inevitably result in an altering of the lifestyles and customs of

the region. We believe it is desirous to see the upcoming transition accomplished with

as little polarization as possible. Me at Miles Community College will provide such
assistance and support as we are able to assure its successful implementation."” Judson H.
Flower, President, Miles Community College, Miles City

"I strongly support the proposal which seems to be very thoroughly researched and an
excellent product."” Norma Vestre, Chief, Social Services Bureau, SRS

"These communities are being asked to suffer because of national needs...most will suffer
more than ordinary communities since they are informal social systems, accustomed to a
stable agrarian life style which coperates among persons familiar to each community member.
If development is to occur, it should occur with maximum opportunities for impacted persons.
They deserve assistance." Pat Jobes, Department of Sociology, Montana State University

"Some of the more critical issues we have faced in our work in Wyoming 'boom towns' have
been in the areas of integrating new comers into the mainstream of the community, finding
recreational and cultural outlets, and preserving and maintaining the gquality of life for
local residents. Your project is designed to help prevent and mitigate these problems."
Dr. Judith Davenport, Director, Wyoming Human Services Project, Univ. of Wyoming, Laramie

"...1lt is quite refreshing to see a proposal that does not focus on sewer systems and
water treatment!"” ©D. Wm. Freudenburg, Dept. of Rural Socioclogy, Washington State University

"from what I have seen in Colorado, Wyoming and North Dakota's impacted communities...There
is no doubt in my mind that under conditions of rapid growth, some program such as you
propose is indeed called for. I strongly support it and wish someone in Colorado were
planning a similar program!" Bernie Jones, Director, Community Research Center, University
of Colorado

"Montana continues its leadership among state arts agencies in imaginatively addressing
problems which are unique to the state without relying on all the tired programming ideas
and buzz words through which we all swim daily." Peter deC. Hero, Executive Director,
Oregon Arts Commission

"Your proposal is one of the most thorough and persuasive documents of its kind that I've
ever seen. It must have been a massive effort. I only hope that the people who must
approve it give it the attention that it deserves. Bill Jamison, Executive Director,

Western States Arts Foundation »
éijkl\;&)i‘% <2a



2206 Mein St.
Miles City, MT 59301
November 14, 1980

Mr. Bill Pratt

Community Arts Coorainator
1280 South Third 3treet Hest
fissoula, MT 59801

Dear Bill:

I have read your Proposal for a Community Arts Service
Project for Eastern Montana with a great deal of interest and
anticipation. I support the concept wholeheartedly, and trust
those who review the project for funding will see its value to
the state of Montana, and to the communities in eastern Montana
in particular.

In my various invoclvements with people in eastern Montana
I am increasingly aware of the vital importance the arts play
in our individual lives and in the corporate life of a community.
\le desperately need the personnel and resources which this
proposal would provide to help communities build their own

cultural identities and programs.

The arts are important to people's lives in any circumstance,
but particularly in those communities facing the stress and
changes which come with growth impact, they are a vitally impor-
tant aspect of the health and wholeness of a people. Akin to
the spiritual needs we feel, our creative needs must also be met.

I enderse this proposal with great enthusiasm ana the hope
that it will become a reality.

Sincerely,
7

e

Jessica P. Stickney



Box &% /51 Sidney, Montana 59270 Telephone: (406) 482-3500

November 5, 19380

Mr. Bill Pratt

Comnmunity Arts Coordinator
Montana Arts Council

1280 South Third West
Missoula, Montana 59801

Re: MonDak Historical & Art Society

Dear Bill:

I have reviewed the rough draft of your proposal for a
Community Art Service Project for Eastern Montana. I find
that the prrorossl is extremely well done, in that it presents
in a very concise and thorough manner a proposal to meet
some of the serious nrcoblems that Eastern Montana is facing,
and that I have been varticularlv aware of in mv own community.

This project would provide much needed assistance to those
of us in Eastern Montana who are trying our best to preserve
our community values during these times of rapid change and
growth. There are manv problems which must be dealt with soon
before it 1s too late, and we will onlv be able to be success-
ful in our efforts if we are nrovided the sort of assistance
that the Community Art Service Project could provide. You may
be assured of my support for vour pronosal, and if I may be of
further assistance to you in this regard, please do not hesitate
to call or write.

Sincerelv,

L) e N

Gary J. Thogersen, President

J. K. Ralston Museum and Art Ceme%\/\onDak Historical and Arts »Society



October 16, 1980

MONTANA ARTS COUNCIL
1280 South Third St.
Missoula, Montana 59801

Dear Arts Council Members:

I am writing to express my support for the Com-
munity Art Service Project for Eastern Montana. It is my
hope that this program will tie us into the network of
statewide arts advocacy.

In a recent conversation with our District Senator,
Carroll Graham, we discussed this project as well as general
support for the arts, and he is aware of my stand on this
issue.

Sincerel

(f,ﬁéjpz/w >

C. Karen Stanton

Big Horn Arts & Crafts
Association

Hardin, Montana, 59034



DAWSON COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL

90C N, MERRILL AVE. - BOX 70

GLENDIVE, MONTANA 59330
DR FayMONND PELTON
SUPERINTEMNLENT

A V2T 406 565 5293
JOHN H. JOHNSON
FPRINCIPAL
4ACE 365 5265

HILARY M. HOPF AUF
VICE-PRINCIP AL
4C6-365 5265

MRS VvVADA M. TAYLOR
ODISTRICT CLERK
406-365 2555

Novermber 6, 1980

Bill Pratt

Commumity Arts Coordinator
Montana Arts Council

1280 S. Third West
Missoula, MT 59801

Dear Bill:

I have read the draft of your proposal '"Commmity Arts Service
Project'". It sounds feasible even though distances are great
and towns far apart, the people are here and they certainly
would profit fraom such a project. I could only find one

area of disagreement, that of locating the headquarters in
Miles City. Glendive has soue office space.

Keep up the good work,
Yours truly,
v Qpﬁw

7,
ohn H. Johnson
Principal

JHT: jm

.
ACCREDITED BY THE MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION AND NORTHWEST ASSOCIATION

OF SECONDARY AND HIGHER SCHOOLS



Wlhines Bomnenwiry Covnzer

2715 Dickinson

MILES CITY, MONTANA 59301

November 18, 1980

Montana Arts Council
1280 South Third West
Missoula, MI" 59801

Gentlemen s

Miles Community College, as a result of its forty-one years of
interaction with the people of Southeastern Montana, is fully aware of
the deep concerns of our pecople for the preservation of the culture and
values of our area. The development of Southeastern Montana's energy
resources is an emerging problem rclative to these attitudes. The inte-
gration into the population base of large numbers of pcople from outside
of our immediate arca will inevitably result in an altering of the lifc-
styles and customs of the region., We believe it is desirous to sec the
upcoming transition accomplished with as little polarization as possible.
To accomplish this, there will be a need to, simultaneously,:

1.) preserve those ideals, skills, and cultural practices
representative of Southeastern Montana;

2.) cultivate an appreciation of the traditional values and
customs of the arca for those who are 'mewcomers’ in order
to provide a bridge between the cultures;

3,) stimulate and expand the opportunities for the fine arts
within the area,

Funds heing requested by the Montana Arts Council under HB 550 would
be well utilized to the fultillment of these goals. Should the proposal
you are submitting bhe funded, we at Miles Community College will provide
such assistace and support as we arce able to assure its successful
implementation.

espectfully

JUDSON H. FLOWER
President

JHF:ss

Enclosures

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY IN EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT
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DEPARTMENT OF
SOCIAL AND REHABILITATION SERVICES

O BOX L0

OF NMONTANA

November 12, 1980

Bill Pratt

Community Arts Coordinator
Montana Arts Council

1280 South Third West
Missoula, MT 59801

Dear Bill,
Thank you for sending the proposal for a Community Art
Service Project for Eastern Montana. I strongly support

the proposal which seems to be very thoroughly researched
and an excellent productive.

I personally have no additional sources of information.
The needs in Eastern Montana are great and will continue
TOo grow.

1f we can be of assistance, please let me know.
Sincerely,

7(/{? e /”fé

\orma Vestre, Chlef
Social Services Bureau

NV:pl
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DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY
ﬁ g&ﬂ SOCIAL-WORK-PROGRAM

COLLEGE OF LETTERS & SCIENCE MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY. BOZEMAN 59717

TELEPHONE (40401994 4201
0t
2o~

November 6, 1980 §ﬁ§1:>1

Bill Pratt

Community Arts Coordinator
Montana Arts Council

1280 South Third West
Missoula, MT 59801

Dear Bill:

You have done an excellent job on this proposal. 1 can only underscore and
add to the general presentation. These communities are being asked to suffer
because of national needs. They have been shown to be among the most opposed
rural residents of high impact potential development areas. They deserve
assistance.

Furthermore, most will suffer more than ordinary communities since they are
informal social systems, accustomed to a stable agrarian life style which
operates among persons familiar to each community member. They are generally
satisfied with their ways of getting things done and with the services
available to them. (Jobes and Parsons, 1974) These areas generally exhibit
greater involvement with community based arts and crafts activities and have
more musicians per capita than the rest of the United States.

Rapid growth will induce two problems. First, it may reduce the traditional
informal ways of doing things among local residents. Second, it will bring
in a host of new residents who are not integrated into the old ways of doing
things. Consequently, a void will be created for each because of growth.
The most desireable alternative would be to locate development elsewhere in
order to minimize local impact. But, if development is to occur, it should
occur with maximum opportunities for impacted persons.

Communities which have undergone more gradual growth already have many of
the programs and services proposed for this project. They have had time to
develop appropriate programs. These communities might require years to
develop comparable programs, unless they receive special assistance.

I hope these comments may complement what you already have written. You
have done a good job. Good luck.

Sincerely,

Patrick C. Jobes
Associate Professor

PCJ/bp



%2 Wyoming Human Sarvices Project
<y ; Merica Hall 312"/ University of Wyoming. Laromie, WY §2071, Phone (307) 766-6318

Ié d
% Judith A. Davenport

Project Director

November 6, 1980

Bill Pratt

Community Arts Coordinator
Montana Arts Council

1280 South Third West
Missoula, MT 59801

Dear Bill:

I am delighted that you are proposing a Community Arts Service Project

for Eastern Montana. I have just recently been to eastern Montana and met
with local human service providers and am aware of many of the current and
future problems they will be facing relative to energy resource development.

Some of the more critical issues we have faced in our work in Wyoming
"boom towns" have been in the areas of integrating new comers into the
mainstream of the community, finding recreational and cultural outlets,
and preserving and maintaining the quality of life for local residents.
Your project is designed to help prevent and mitigate these problems.

I wish you luck in your funding efforts and will be happy to assist in any
way possible.

Sincerely,

~
o \ -

e ,_l‘\l\.\,”}\«'\m‘\ | L W R O A e
s \

N
Judith Davenport
Director

Deportment of Social Work , University of Wyoming



WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY
"PULLMAN, WASHINGTON 99163

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY/DEPARTMENT OF RURAL SOCIOLOGY
Room 23, Wilson Hall

December 9, 1980

:E: : U

Bill Pratt

Montana Arts Council
1280 South Third, West
Missoula, Montana 59801

Dear Bill:

Thank you very much for your telephone request of several weeks ago that
I send you three papers, "The Social Impact of tnergy Boom Development on
Rural Communities . . .," "Toward Ending the Inattention . . .," and "An

Ounce of Prevention . "

I am afraid that one of the papers you requested ("Toward Ending the In-

attention . . .") is "out of print" right now--I have run out of copies
of the original. Since about half of the paper has been subsumed in one
of the papers enclosed ("An Ounce of Prevention . . .") and since I am

currently in the process of revising the other half for potential publi-
cation, I really have no plans to run off any additional copies in the
near future.

To try to compensate, I have enclosed two other papers which have recently
become available. The first, "The Effects of Rapid Population Growth on
the Social and Personal Well-Being of Boomtown Residents,” is a literature
review which largely supersedes the 1976 paper, being much more recent and
containing a good deal of information which was not available at the time
of the first paper. The final enclosed paper, “The Density of Acquaintance-
ship . . .," 1s a recent attempt to identify the central sociological core
of the findings from my Colorado boomtown research. It is also the main
reason that this letter is so slow in coming, in that it was "almost done"
(1 thought) at the time I got your request, and thus I held off mailing
this Tetter until the letter was finally completed. My apologies for the
delay.

Another of the reasons you're getting this package now is that I've only
recently managed to dig out your own letter, which got to me "a few days
ago"--only to realize that it actually had been sitting on my desk for
almost a month. Even now, I have not had time to give your proposal for

a "Community Arts Service Project for Eastern Montana" anything more than

a cursory glancing-through, I'm afraid, and thus it scarcely seems appro-
priate to send you detailed comments, particularly since you hoped to have
any rewriting done by December 1. You are clearly focusing on an area that
has generally been overlooked in past work, however--it is quite refreshing
to see a proposal that does not focus on sewer systems and water treatment!
Please do keep me posted on your progress.



Bill Pratt
Page Two

I hope that the enclosed papers will be of usefulness to you, and I would
very much appreciate hearing any comments you might have on any or all of

them.

With best wishes, I am,

‘William R. Freudgnburg,
Assistant Profegsor

kN

WRF /rd N

Enclosures
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Movember 14, 1980

Dr. Bill Pratt

Community Arts Coordinator
Montana Arts Council

1280 South Third West
issoula, Montana 59801

Dear Bill,

Thank you for asking me to review and critique your proposal for a Community Arts
Service Project for Eastern Montana.

The proposal is a strong one in a number of ways. First, cultural arts do get
neglected under conditions of rapid growth from what I have seen in Colorado,
Wyoming, and North Dakota's impacted communities. Second, the notion that what
impacted communities need is an effort to develop a sense of community, which can
be partially done through the cultural arts, is quite sound. Shared cultural
experiences can help bring together newcomers and oldtimers in creating a new
sense of togetherness. Third, the objectives you propose are well thought out
and the work plan reasonable.

There is no doubt in my mind that under conditions of rapid growth, some program
such as you propose is indeed called for. I strongly support it and wish someone
in Colorado were planning a similar program! Best wishes in getting it off the
ground.

Sincerely,

» Ph.D.

Community Research Center

BJd/cld
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Ot Rra

Oregon Arts CommisSion

835 SUMMER STREET. N.E.. SALEM, OREGON 97301 PHONE (503) 376-3625

Januvary 6, 1981

Mr. David E. Nelson

Executive Director

Montana Arts Council

1280 S. Third Street, W.
Missoula, MT 59801

Dear David:

Last night I finally burrowed to the bottom of the
stack of mail which has gathered dust on my desk
over the holidays as I have been attempting to get
some NASAA business in order. I was delighted to
find your Community Arts Service Project for
Eastern Montana report.. You and Bill Pratt are to
be congratulated. It is the mecst thorough and
carefully written document of its kind that.I have
ever seen. Montana continues its leadership among
state arts agencies in imaginatively addressing
problems which are unigque to the state without
relying on all the tired programming ideas and
buzz words through which we all swim daily.

Not only is the report well written, but it seems to
be proposing a program that is realistic and clearly
on target for the needs you identify. I hope you
plan to share the report with other states beyond
those here in the West. And, of course, I look
forward to learning of the results of the program
(assuming your Legislature has the wisdom to enact
it!).

My congratulations again. I look forward to seeing
you in Washington later this month. In the meantime,
stay warm. Spring will be herc at some point I'm
told.

Best regards,

STl
Peter deC. Hero
Executive Director

PH:sg



Anzona ;
Colorado Nevada

Idaho Naw Mesice
f Cregon

January 21, 1981

Bill Pratt

Montana Arts Council
1280 South Third West
Missoula, Montana 59801

Dear Bill:

Your proposal for the Community Arts Service Project for Eastern
Montana is one of the most thorough and persvasive documents of

its kind that I've ever seen. It must have been a massive effort.

I only hope that the people who must approve it give it the attention
that 1t deserves.

Cur whole field, of course, still lacks adecuate documentation of

the social impact of the arts in communities, but you handled that
problem as well as possible. If you get the chance to implement the
project you may learn lessons about community arts that have a broader
application and value than the boomtown situation. Regardless of that
potential, though, the project would certainly be of immediate and
significant use to the many other western boom communities outside of
Montana. '

Cheers, again, for the proposal. It is very well documented and argued.
Please let me know the progress of the funding struggle.

Best wishes,

N\

Bill Jamison
Executive Director

BJ:dg

cc: Dave Nelson
Maxine Blackmer

141 East Palace Avenue Santa Fe, New Mexico 8750] (505) 888-1165 v
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CITY OF BILLINGS, MONTANA
TELEPHONE (406) 245-8989

J. BRUCE PUTNAM  Ext. 195
DIRECTOR OF AVIATION

SUMMARY SHEET ON
TESTIMONY FOR
FUNDING OF RESTORATION WORK ON
J.K. RALSTON MURAL
"FIRST FLIGHT"

BEFORE THE SUB~COMMITTEE
ON LONG RANGE BUILDING
THURSDAY APRIL 2, 1981

BY J. BRUCE PUTNAM
DIRECTOR OF AVIATION
CITY OF BILLINGS

~ The J.K. Ralston Mural "First Flight" a 20 foot by 9% foot o0il located in the
main lobby of the Billings Logan International Airport is in a state of
"Insecurity" and in need of *“'immediate treatment'.

-~ The mural was painted in 1958 and depicts the "First Flight" from the present
site of the Billings Airport. The mural appears on the cover of Frank Wiley's
book 'Montana and the Sky'".

- Billings Logan International Airport is the largest airport in Montana and in
the top 100 in terms of passenger traffic in the United States. This means
simply that many people pass through the facility each day and have an oppor-
tunity to view this beautiful painting. An estimated 3,000-4,000 people per
day pass through the lobby where the painting is located (over 1,000,000
people per year have an opportunity to view the painting). Perhaps there is
no other painting in Montana that receives more public exposure than Ralston's
"First Flight".

- Billings Logan International Airport is a municipally owned and operated
facility faced with the same severe budget constraints that other of Montana's
cities are faced with. Local funding is simply not available for the badly
needed restoration work on this important painting. In a tight fiscal situa-
tion Airport Revenues are allocated entirely to the operations and maintenance
costs necessary to keep the facility open and operationally safe and efficient.
Therefore it is very important to secure the funding for the needed restoration
from sources other than Airport Operational Revenues

edulmt £

(4/1/81)
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MONTANA FOLKLIFE
PROJECT

For the past two years, the Montana Folklife Project has been actively
involved in the documentation and public presentation of folk cultures in the
state. During this period, the Folklife Project has compiled a collection of
almost two hundred hours of sound tapes and over 3,000 photographs which
reflect various aspects of culture in Montana. Initiated in the 46th Legislature
through legislation sponsored by Harriett Hayn‘e, Jerry Metcalf, Alan Kolstad
and Bill Thomas, the Folklife Project has endeavored to identify the cultural
"treasures" of Montana -~ the people and ways of life that help to make the
state the very special place it is. Also, through pursuing an aqgressive policy
of finding "strayed" materials (collections, art works, field tapes and photo-
graphs which deal with Montana cultures but have been taken out of the state),
the -Folklife Project has begun to make strides towards painting an accurate and
comprehensive picture of Montana traditional cultures.

It is equally important, however, to make use of the materials that field
research produces. Otherwise, it becomes the dusty curiosity of tomorrow.
The Folklife Project works towards taking the songs, music, stories, legends
and skills that its field workers find and returning them to the people of the
state through public programs and presentations. "My Home's in Montana" is
a weekly radio program produced by the Folklife Project and carried on over
20 stations throughout the state. The 15-minute program is visits with some
of Montana's finest folk artists. The Folklife Project is currently producing
the first of a series of phonograph records which will be available to the public.
The records will spotlight Montana folk artists with an accompanying booklet,
and again, point up the importance of traditional cultures to our state. Tech-
nical assistance by the Folklife Project to local groups and organizations offers
a foundation for people to develop projects in their own communitics to help
identify.-and recognize the cultural treasures of Lheir own locale.

Through the work of the Montana Folklife Project, not only is an accurate
record made ofzthe peoples and cultures of Montana but an opportunity is

provided to celebrate ourselves and our State.

The Montana Folklife Project is a program of the Montana Arts Council,
1280 South Third Street West, Missoula, MT 59801, 543 8286,

gt F



"~ W.P. A. PRINT EXHIBIT

i
!
!

A print exhibit of the works of artists involved in the
\ Works Progress Administration
Art Project, 1935-1943.

‘l‘Paper Making” Charles Gardner

P\/estern Gallery ... October 1-October 31, 1980
Western Montana College, Dillon, Mt. 53725

tudent Union Gallery ................. November 15-December 15, 1980
Fastern Montana College, Billings, Mt. 59101
Custer County ArtCenter ................... January 1-January 31, 1981
.O. Box 1284, Miles City, Mt. 59301

ilver Bow Arts Chateau .................... February 15-March 15, 1981
321 West Broadway, Butte, Mt. 59701

aris Gibson Square ......... . it April 1-April 31, 1981
400 1st Avenue North, Great Falls, Mt. 59401
Liberty Village Art Center ..............cceiuvvunn. May 15-June 15, 1981
.0. Box 269, Chester, Mt. 59522

. K. Ralston Museum & ArtCenter ................. July 1-July 31, 1981
P.O. Box 50, Sidney, Mt. 59270

issoula Museum of the Arts ............. August 15-September 15, 1981
835 North Pattee, Missoula, Mt. 59801

Permanent Collection
; School of Fine Arts, University of Montana

Missoula, Montana £ Kl\.‘\b“'\’ G



“City Forest”

W. P. A. Art Project

The Works Progress Administration
(WPA) established Federal Project I,
early in 1935, with Holger Cabhill direct-
ing the art project. By 1936 there were
more than 6000 artists employed by the
WPA. Many of the artists were involved
doing murals and sculptures in public
buildings. These works remain today in
many courthouses, post offices and
other public buildings throughout the
United States.

The University of Montana has over
one hundred prints from the WPA Pro-
ject. Those selected for this exhibit deal
with subject matter, thematically typical
of the concerns of the thirties: throngs of
people in welfare lines, on public trans-
portation, in parks and squares, tene-
mant settings, and industrial scenes
typifying industrialization. Such prints
as “Bridge Marker #6” “Union Square,”
“City Forest,” “Subway,” and “New
Year's Eve,” are illustrative of these
themes. It is important to note that while
many of the works followed these the-

4

“An Otd Town in llinois”

) %
Irving K. Samuels

matic directions, the prints of this

exhibit, as with the Project, were nots

restricted to thematic works, and include -
a cross section of subject matter.

The special significance of the art
project is perhaps best described byg
pamter Edward Bruce:

t (WPA) brought to the artist for«
the first time in America the real-
ization that he was not a solita=« -
worker. It (WPA) symbolized
people’s interest in achievement . ..
No longer was he, so to speak, talk-
ing to himself.

And, Dore Ashton in The New York
School, A Cultural Reckoning:
The continuity of the artistic life,
which many experienced for the .
first time on the project, proved to
be the catalyst that was to change ,
the diffident American painter intoa
professional who would finally see
himself as an equal in the world
of modern art.
Sister Kathryn Martin, Dean

Todros Geller

|




There are particularly important rea-
ons why this exhibition merits special
ttention.
For some three decades, the “official”
art world has tended to ignore and some-
=§mes demean the art produced during
'!:e nineteen-thirties and forties under

e government patronage of Franklin
Roosevelt's WPA (Works Progress Ad-
¢Finistration). Artists and critics rep-

sﬁ

senting the various movements of ab-
tract and nonrealist art have accused
WPA art of being no more than provin-
. cial, isolationist, illustrative, sentimen-
al, communist and even fascist.
. } Since any art movement has its share
of mediocrity and weaknesses peculiar
_lo itself, these criticisms miss a more
mportant point.
B Bihistorical and artistic significance

4.

¢ A art was its attempt to free U.S.
cuiture from domination by European
iewpoints, to explore the roots of Am-

rican cultural identity, and to bridge

J Artistic Significance of the W. P. A.

the abyss that chronically exists be-
tween much of the American public and
the world of art.

To what extent the WPA movement
succeded with these objectives is of
course open to debate. But today we
hear again cries from many quarters
that art is alienated from the everyday
life and world of the general audience.
Consequently, it seems relevant to re-
examine the art of a period in U.S. his-
tory when community, government, and
individual artists experimented with the
idea of working together in the interests
of a common culture.

The School of Fine Arts and Art De-
partment at the University of Montana
takes special pride in presenting its own
collection of WPA art to the people of
the state.

James G. Todd

Chairman, Department of Art
University of Montana

Professor of Arts and Humanities



“New Years Eve” Abrouwarf«

This exhibit is made possible through the support of the Montana Arts Council, The
National Endowment for the Arts, and the Montana Art Gallery Directors Association.
We are gratetul for their support and for the assistance of The Art Attic in matting &
framing the exhibit.

Sister Kathryn Martin, Dean

School of Fine Arts

University of Montana

September 1, 1980

“Union Square, N.Y.C.” Jack Markow

Photography by E. R. Leimbach



120 South Last Chance Mall ¢ Helena, Montana 55601
Phone 442-2380

THE HELENA CCHMUNITY VIDEO PROJECT
FURPCSE
The tielcne Community Video Project would make video couinment accessiblie to
artists, local arts and educetional organizations, and local government
nrts to!
1. create «works o7 art in the medium of video;
2 preserve the works of local artists;
3. oroduce documentaries on local and regicnal issucs and subject
matter;
4. educate the public un locsl and recional issues vsing locally
criginated or alree)y availlahle video program:..
for il ooroject tdeas see Appendix A,
roject would seek to attain aesthetic excellence in the proararms croaled
a strong foundation for future programming can be achicved. VWith this
iion, the video project can be expected to make o significant contribu-
ticn 16 the community, and, ultimately, the state. This project wouid also
seer 1o demonstrate the ability of a community video project to be sclf-sue-
raining

TMPLEMENTATIGN

The He
and Ci

nr
[&R:

an

A part
Video

o7

icna Community Video Project will be administered jointly by the tewis
arx Library and the Helena Film Society.”
ipants in the {ommunity Video Project will be required to submit &

revicw

t prcposal s Project Review Committee., This committee will
ations from individuals and/or community organizations based upon
The committee will be composed of representative

the Helena Fiim Society and other

Lo
ished quicelines. S
Lewis and Clark Library,
organizations.

e
ne

fale community

-time director will be hired to implemant and manage the Community
t.

Projec

(,x/u'b it H



The project director will rocosive technical assistance foov o Lide -

cansultant.,

The proicct director will ke respo sible for pubiicizing
..
i t

n
develorin he budget, coordinatin

Frojcct e .

fazing DchecL ideas, enc
]

3
zrain}ng involved ool video p ects, and other administra

The vidoo-services concultant will conduct technical tratning sessiors

both cqguipment operation and the aesthetic use of the nooivn, Al
; pument will be reguired to pariicipate in « tra2ining
e contultantg or the project director.

The lurmunity Video Project w dopursue maxinum exdosure o 2
nrograns geveloped through i ' }
masc Lapes avaitaihle for
he Vibrary, and the Heien
er audicnces.,  Lecal

te-
possible avenucs for public precentation OF
the project.  Also, since public t i

or Montana in the next few years, U will Lo

television,

)

comrrunity video programs.  And with the adve

capacity of a comiunity 1o produce its own programs iaooa invaluable

.
TCLOULTL TOT LN STate.

The Lewis and Ciavs Librare 15 a2 joint city-county funded puolic 1
The Heleno Tide Zostety is o non-profit, taa-cxenpt cdocationas
tion with & 501-C-2 siatus Trom the 1L.R.S.

Video has proven to be an ioportant and effective means of preservall

:;wwn:w?cati(n\ o)
£

local artists arnd culiural orgenizations sianificant control and direc:
Holeno!

over mcdia production, furthers the development and preservation of
and Montana's unique cultiure.

he Helenn COmmunitV Vige
provide areater access Lo the b
1
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s
rfect tool with which the public can create il
the locai expression of local concerns.

cowound alternative 1o commercial broadcasting and fi

srograms.  Video will allow

s, administering the oguipnentl ande the
p

roant chowcase F

sject thus emeraes from a arass-roots com

r c
is cost-effectrive, versatile, an
S

C
programs genciated by
n-discussed possibiligy
or

the

cutiure throughout the country. This nroject, by qivio:

noo-= both of whicn ar
1
)

technolocically e snding end coonomically prohibitive on e tocal leve

Mumerous groups in the community have recognized ihe potential usefuiness of
3

ivnrse as Vestmont Home health Care, the

Vs
Q.

video and crganizations

Cireet Thezire, the Alierngtive Energy Resource QOrganizetion, the Mon
he Montana bLand Reliance have expressed support
{.

Ioluntary Effort, and
interest in this proje

ﬁr‘\’
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anrd
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Or the state level this project has been discussed with, and received - unport
Trom Dave Wenzenried, Director of the Montana Telecommunications Projesct, and
Biil Pratt, Community Arts Ceorsultant with the Montana Arts Louncil. A jetre
e £ by

rom Mr. Pratt in support of this project is attached.



slena Community Yidos Project
4 S 7 !

TR0JECT IDEAS

Yideo could wake & much needed contribution to preserving our local heritan:
tnrough programs which interview and document the lives and contributicns of
“oid timers', from folk artists to stonemasons to those whose mernories are
treasures to be tapped. Video would be an important compiement to oral

historics,

aries on iocal issues and facets of the community's history -- fron
watcr and energy problems, to historic preservation and the effects of urban
renewal -- would stinmulate the community to become more aware and involved
d local issues.

t:cal arts organizaticns can marke use of video to preserve and document
their art, This would be especially fruitful with regard to live stage
productions. Video would also be heipful as a rehearsal tool and a means
of study for directors and actors.

Orcanizations such as the Archie Bray Foundation and the Montana Historic
Society can use video for educational purposes, both as & demonstration |
a particular art form and as a tool for informing the public of an
organization's prograns and its contribution to the community. Such
nrograms would be ideal community videoltapes in a video screening room

at the library. A program on the Western Rendezvous of Art would be

1 to nationa:

[}
i
i

a
or

another possibility. Such a program would also lend itse
cxposure on the public TV networks across the country,

-
Video cen also be used to interpret a stage production or communily eveit
Tor the deaf. An off-stage interpreter signing for the dz2af would be
simultaneously magnified on a video screen placed on the side of the
slage.
Tire abowve possibilitics are only suggestive of the range of meaningful
projects possible throush a community use of video.



BUDGET

i. Non-recurring Costs

A. Videc Equipment = 3/4 inch system:
2 cameras & 4,750 $ 5.500.00
Portable Recorder NV-9400 3,200.00
Editing Equipment: Player NV-9240 L 500.00
Recorder NV-S600 6,%50.00
Controller NV-AS60 3.,000.00
Monitor 13 inch (T7-i310-V 545.00
Moniter 13 inch CT-1210-M 495 0%
Racks 1,000.0C
Microphones 500.00
Stands, Tripods 1,000.00
Portable Lights 500.C0
Cables, Cords, Connectors 1,000.00
Cabinet for Storage of equipment 1,500.00
Sync Generator 975.00
Special Effeccts Generator 3,000.02
Headphones 200.00
Character Genecrator 1,000.00
Wave Form Monitor ¢00.00C
Audio Mixer £00.00
Bant of three (3) HMonochrome Monitors WV-5203 526 00
B. Equipment for Video Screenings:
1/2 inch Video Cassejte Recorder-player 1,550.00
Honitor CT-1G10-H 525.0C
Video Projection Unit 6,000.06
Cart for Video Screening 205.08
O0ffice Furniture for Video Screening Room in Library 2,506.0¢0
¢ Library Materials Relating to the Field of Video
Technoicgy: _1.600.00
TOTAL OF NON-RECURRING COSTS . . . . . . . . $55,015.00
l. Arnual COperating Costs for Two-Year Preoiect 1982 1983
A. Personncl:
Project Director {1/2 time position) 6,500.00 7,200.G0
Consultant (+ $5.50 per hour) 2,750.00 3,000.0C
Subtotal for Salaries. . . . . . . . . . . 9,250.00 10,200.00
Plus benefits (2273, . o o . . o . . o .. 2,035.00 2,244.09
Toral for Personne! o L L L . L L L L L. 11,285.00 12,544 or
8. Maintenance and Operation Losts:
fEquipment Maintenance 2,500.00 7.,500.C0
Supplies 1,600.00 1,500.00

-10-




TOTAL

Printing
Advertising
Postage
Telephone
Freignt
Work Study

w

ubtotal for Maintenance & Operation
Subtotal for Annual Operating Costs

Adminisirative Overhead (15% of Annual
Operating costs) . . « « v v v v v .

-1

(@]

ROMATNTENANCE AND OPERATION . .,

T4l HON-RECURRING COSTS

TAL PROJECT COSTS FOR TWO YEARS: $105,534.00
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MONTANA ARTS COUNCIL/THOMAS L. JUDGE, GOV,

November 21, 1980

Mr. Arnie Malina, Director
Helena Film Society

9 Placer
Helena, MT 58601

Dear Mr. Malina:

As per our telephone conversation of November 21st, | am writing to express my
support for your cooverative media project with the Lewis and Clark Library. It
is my understanding that you will be applying for funds made available for "cul-
tural and aesthetic" projects under the provisions of HB 550.

The hMontana Arts Council is very interested in the development of local media
production capability and the creation of programming dealinc with Montana's

artistic and cultural life. The Council will be happy to entertain grant applica-

tions for specific programming. You should also be aware that the National Endow-
ment for the Arts has a Media Arts Program and is another source for program funds.

We would also be most willing to act in an advisory capacity in the development and
arowth of this project.

Best of luck in obtaining funding for this project from the Montana Legislature.
Please contact me if you need any further assistance. | look forward to seeing a
copy of your final proposal.

Sincerely,
A4
T Vet

Bill Pratt
Community Arts Coordinator

MONTANA ARTS COUNCIL/ K38 KA5X ByrS 3% KT / PHONE (406) 243-4883/543-2286/MISSOULA. MONTANA 59801
1280 S. 3rd W.
-12-
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December 5, 1680

Pobert Archibald, Director
Montana Historical Society
225 North Roberts
Helena, Mt. 59020

Dear Dr. Archibald:

Piease regard this letter as an unqualified endorsement of the
proposal submitted to your agency by the Helena Film Society
and Lewis and Clark Library, for possible funding under the
provisions of House Bill 550.

In our efforts to develop recommendations as to hcow best deliver
public television programming to Montanans one thing is clear -

in the short-term Montana may not need a public television stetion
in order to realize the benefits of public television. Instead,

a more decentralized system of production appears preferebic for
philosopnical as well as “financial reasons. The cooperative pro-
posal submitted by the Helena Film Society and Lewis and Clark
Library would serve to enhance the production process and expend
the variety of programming.

Your serious consideration is encouraged.
If 1 can answer questions, please call.
Sincerely,

/ gzb},r_n,/

Da"1d £. Wenzenried
Project Administrator

DEW:cld
Encl: Brochure

cc: Jonn V. Hichols
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I. PROPOSAL SUMMARY

The MonDak llistorical and Art Socicety, a non-profit
corporation, with offices at Sidney, Montana, and the Richland
County Commissioners, of Richland County, Montana, respectfully
submit this proposal for funding of a community center in
“idney, which will be known as the J. K. Ralsgton Center.

The J. K. Ralston Centecr, when completed, will consist
of a facility that combines one of Sidney's most historical
structures, with a beautiful new building attached, which will
sorve the cultural and artistic nceds of this rapidly ¢rowing
city. The historical building is a church that was constructed
in 1908 in downtown Sidney. This structure is currently being
nurchased from the Lutheran Brethern Conqgregation, and will
house a Senior Citizens activity center, a multi-purpose art
qallery, and community lecture and reccital hall. The attached
row building will house the J. K. Ralston Muscum, offices for
tho museum director and curator, sales gallery, multi-purpose
community board room, and offices desianed for the Sidney Chamber
S Conmoercae,

This project is the result of years of planning by the
onbak Historical and Art Sociely, in order to provide the
compnonity with a multi-purposce facility that would meet the
Loeds of as many of the people in our area ag possible under one
ool It is our feeling that such a facility is desperately
dooded, in order that “the-history and culture of this part of
casmtorn Montana may be presorved during a time of rapid change
aid growth, In addition, we feel U s cspecially nmoortant
o encourate and promote appreciation of the arts., 7The addition
o space for a Senior Citizens acyivitv center and Chamber of
mmerce offices was added in order to make this facility serve
the needs of the business community and the older citizens in
the community.

We feel this project is one that deserves serious consider-
ation for funding through the cultural and aesthctic projects grants
fund crceated by the 1979 legislature under llouse Bill 550. Funding
‘or the project will include funds for the purchase of the historic
church and surrounding property, as well as funding for the con-
dArunction of the attdched new facility.

%



i1, THTRODUCTION

The MonDak Historical and Art Society is a non-profit
corporation created over twelve ycars qqo'in order Lo promnte
the preservation of history and appreciantion of the arts in
the Richland County area. Over the years, the Society has had
as manv as three hundred memboers, and is qgoverned by a hoard
f Directors of nineteen members., The Sociecty ig supported by
Jdenations from the general public, as well ag various fund-
raising events.  In addition, the current musceum in Sidnoey,
which was created under the guidance of the Historical Sociaty,
ie supported to a large extent through funding from tax rovenues
in Richland County,

The current museum wag cstablished in 1977, in Lhe lower
level of the county-owned Community Services Center.  The mmuscum
entains a beautiful collection of artifacts, which have boen
donated by citizens throughout this part of castern Montana.
noaddition to miscellaneous displays of artifacts, there .o a
vertion of the museum constructed to resenble an carly day street
scene in Sidney, complete with stores and shops equipped with
riginal furnishings. This street scene includes a qeneral
“tarce, church, saloon, dentist office, blacksmith shop, school,
cank, and post office.

Farther, the mugeum maintaing o well-stocked historieal
peference library, containing records dating back to tho boeginning
A Gidmev. The library containg microfilin of the local newspapers,
along with a microfilm reader, The library is uscd to house the
records of Tocal businesses and social anad servicoe qroups, and is
cben Lo othe public for rescarch and recireational roading.

The muscum alsoe containg an art gallery, which is used for
the display of traveling art shows, as woell as oxhibitions of
Pocal art from time to time. There is also a sales aallery where
ptois sold on consianment, along with other gift and novelty

P homeg,

The museum was named the J. K. Ralston Musoum and Are

Conter din honor of 0, K, Ralston, a well-known Montana artist
ently residing in BiTlinags, Mr. valaton apent mach of his
coorly vears in the Sidney area, and his art work has beon much
nfluenced by the many years he spent in this part of caslorn
ot ana., Jt was felt that because o! hio long attachment to the
ey area, 1t was appropriate to name the faci lity after Mr.
lston,

In addition to maintaining the Misoum and Art Ceonter, the
“onivk Historical and Art Society promotes many cultural events
v the area during the vear. The Society has sponsored local
conterieal tours to points of historical interest in castoern
ntana, sponsors the Shakespeare in Lhe Parks product ion cach



summer, Missoula Children's Theater Productions, puppet shows,

a local amateur theater group, just to mention a few of its
activities. Several years aqo, the Socicty sgponsored and published
a wvolume of local family histories, containing over 1,000 pages
devoted to the history of our arca.

The Muscum and Art Center is staffoed by a full-time curator-
dircctor, who is assisted by volunteer workers from throughout the
community.  From time to time, the muscum has also utilized the
services of a CETA emplovee. The Mascum and Art Center's activities
are coordinated by a five member board appointed by the Richland
County Commissioners, with assistance ffrom the NMonbhak

i Historical
and ot Society.



11, PROBLEM STATEMENT

When the J. K, Ralston Muscum and Art Center opencd in
the lower level of the Communitv Scrvices Center, the location
was considered to be temporary only. The County Commissioners
had planned to use the arca now containing the muscuw for further
(~:-:pahs;ion of county offices and storage space. In addition, the
museum location is not readily accessible to the public, bLhecause
Lo does not have a street level entrance., In addition, theo
currvent location simply does not provide adequatoe space for the
display of the muscum's artifacts, and there is litlle or no
Forage space.

The art gallery maintained by the muscum is the only
rermanent year-round art gallery in Richland County. At the
present time, space 1s limited, and offorts to cxpand this
necdaed service to the community greatly hampereaed.

"urther, the current muscum facility was not Gesigqned
Coroacenss to the handicapped and elderly, thereby depriving
Sy ot our citizens from the opportunity to visit the Mascum
aaboAart Center. The new facility will he designoed with froee
proess to all aveas to the handicapped and elderly.

More dmportantly, the Muscum and ArL Center, as ib i
today, does not lend itsell to the necds of o wmasoun and art
conter, because it wagroriainally designed to bhe o hospital.,
he hiospita) building was' purchased by the Counlty Commissioners
overal years ago to be used to take cive of rapidly exzpanding
anty office gspace. The lower level was given to (e
bt Conter temporarily, antidl pormans nt aquartorg
tained,

Murs eum
counld he

When the MonDak Hislorical and Art Socicty bhogan Lo For-
wlate plans for a permanent muscum and ort o gallory, i1 was
ceidded that such a facility should be dosigned Lo take care of

e needs o as many people as possible.  Tn other word:s,

+

instead
Baildine o separate muscum and art conter, it was decided that

‘hor groups in the community who desired space should alao be
mtacted Lo see whether or not the facility could mect their

e dte s well,
{

fme ol these groups was the Senior Citizens. AL the present

e, Lhere is no permanen’t Senior Citizons activily conter in
cdney. The senior Citizens Organizotion is limited to one meeting
e weeck at the local Moose Todgoe., The Senior Citivens must

Nhele their events around the activitios ol the MNoose Lodge.,
e ds no o place For the older membeor s of {he community to o on
¢l ly hasis where activities are provided, as ig o done in many
Chea communities. A Jarge poercentace of Sidney's popalation
arsts of elderly persons who have by olircd (rom Favming and moved

. the community

T

Lo Sidney.s Tt has been felt for o lonag Cime that

- -



desperately needs an activity center from scenior citizens, where
a variety of activities may be offered on a daily basis.

Another problem that was evident in the community was the
lack of a permanent location for the Sidney Chamber »f Commerce.
Over the past fifty years, the Chamber of Commerce has been
forced to rely on short-term rental space, and has had to move
their location many times. When plans for the new Mascum and
Art. Center were bequn, office space for the Chamsbher of Commerce
vas designed to be included in the building, because it was believed
that the Muscum and Art Center and the chamber of Commoercoe would
compliment each other. The Chamber of Commerce is a focal point
tor tourists and newcomers to the communiiy, as is the Muscum and
Art Center. To place both of these services in the same huilding woul
conserve costs and opcrational coxpenscs could be shared, and at
"he same time, both the Chamber of Commerce and the Muscum and Art
Center would have a permanent home, in which to develop fully the
services they offer to the community.

As this joint projoct proqgqressed, and the scarch for a
tecation for the facility was begun, it was discoverced that one
of the oldest buildings in Sidney was for sale.  This building
was originally built in 1908 as the P'eopin's Congregational Church.
This building is a beautiful turn-of-the-century structure that
hos remained virtually unchanged, and in oxcellent condition,
Lince 1ts construction.over 70 yvears aqgo.  The pPresoent ownoers

' the church buildingy, which is located in downtown Sidney,
roforméd the Historical Sociely that the only huvers interested
~nothe building were planning to have it razed, in arder Lo make
com for onew construction.

After a thorough inspection of the property, it became

+vident that the church location was ideal for the location of
‘e multi-purpose facility planned.  The property is located
Poobhlocks from a new high-rise senior citizens housing development,
«iich would make it easily accessible Lo many of the senior citizens
coowonld use the Senior Citizens activity center. 1In addition,

s Iocation in downtown Sidney was excellent for the purposes of
ioh exnosure to the traveling public who would bo intercsted in the

inera and the Chamber of Commorce.

A oan added inc’)ent.ivo, the Historical Socioty saw an
St tunaty Lo be able to preseorve one of the few remaining his-
oo butldinas in Sidney. Ona of the problems this community
s aced In the last-few years has bhoeen the rapid growth of the
witown area, in which many of the old historic buildings were
voodown to make way for new construction. As a sociely dedicated
fhe preservation of the past, it was decided that an offort
b hemade to preserve the chwieh huilding in a way that the
~portv o conld be used in order to satisfy the necds of the groups
rroned above. As an added incentive, it was discovercd that the



nave of the church could be converted into a nublic lecture

ond recital hall, which is also desperately nceded in Sidney.

The nave has seating which will accomnodate 175 - 200 persons,

and could be rented at a nominal fce to any group in the community
who wished to utilize the space.



tv.  PROJECT GOALS AND OBJUCTIVES

In order to get the project off the ground, the Monhak
Historical and Art Society, using funds accumulatoed over many
‘vears, hired the architectural firm of North Central Consultants,
ol Jamestown, North Dakota, to draw up preliminary plans for
the construction of the facility. In addition, the Society
ntered into a Contract for Deced, in which the church property
vas purchased for a total purchase price of $14%5,000.00, with
2 14,500.00 down, and the balance payable by Decoember 15, 1981,

The property consists of two full commercial lots, one
~{ which contains the existing church building, and the other
adjacent, which contains the current church parsonage. ‘The
roperty also includes one-half of an empty lot dircctly across
the alley {rom the church.

The preliminary plang call for the removal of Lhe parsonage
home from the property, with a new building constructced on that
iwt attached to the existing church building. The empty half lot
across the alley will be used for off-street parking. ‘

The preliminary architect's plons for this facility are
~nolosed as exhibits to this proposal.,

FExhibit A shows the intermediate and sccond Tloor nlang
(f the project. The gxisting church building is shown in Lhe
ea ghaded sTightly darker. ~The new facility ot tached o
indi coted by the darker lines in the drawing adiacent to (he
ureh.,

The areca indicated in Exhibit A of thoe c:isting church
bailding will house a new art gallery and possibly space Tor
the museum's historical reference library and music librasy.
The nave of the church is on this lovel and will be used for
o public lecture and recital hall.

The new facility indicated on Exhibit A will contain the
Llreel level entrance and lobby arca, with access to a msoum
carator's office, and Chamber of Commerce offices.  Thoere will
2150 be two separate storage rooms on this level, as well as a
taurae board room for! the use of the Historical Socicty, Lthe
tamber of Commerce, and any other qroup in thoe communi ty.
hibit A also shows the sccond floor area of the new muscum
which will be devoted to rotating exhibits, a shop, ond storage.
"ooindicated, there is a loading and unloading dock provided for
anvoaccess to the museum facility.

Exhibit B shows the lirst floor design of the facility.
¢ arva shaded represents the existing lower level of Lho
nareh building, which will be used exclusively for the Scnior
itivens activity center.  This arca includes a larac social



!

1011, kitchen, raestrooms, and classrooms that can be converted

into activity areas.

The new facility represcented on Ixhibit B shows the lower

toeveel of the musceum, which will contain fixed exhibits, probably

nranaed as a small street scene, similar to the procedure used

ro the present museum.  This arca will also include public rest-

]

coms and the mechanical and olectrical room for the acility.,

Ixhibit € is a cross-scctional vicw of the new facility,
hewing the approximate levels of the cach of the arcas designed.

b architects have included glass skylights in as many arcoas as

s5ible to direct natural sunlight into the bhudldineg.

Exhibit D is a sketch of the tront of the facility as it

21l touk after construction ig complete. . The structure on the

tehit 15 the existing church building, and the structure on the
Ttds the new facility constructed on property now containing
re church parsonage.
Finally, Exhibit I is a side view of the church and new
i lity, showing the main entrance to the muscum and Chamber
Cocommerce area., The Senior Citizens activity conter will use
roseparate entrance through the main doors of the existing church.

~f -



Y. PROJECT SCHEDULR

The entire project will be devaeloped according to the
following schedule:

1. The church property is purchasced in December, 1980,
fiom the Lutheran Bretheorn Congregation, on Contract for
aeend, with balance payable on December 16, 1981,

2. The pmarsonage home is removed from the proporty in
vhe rall of 1981,

3. Ground is broken and construction begun on the new
Yacility in the late {all of 1981,

4, Senior Citizens activity center is onen for use
approximately December, 1981,

h. New facility is completod and veady for oconpancy
rn the early summer of 1982,

6. The entive facililty is open and fully operational
in o the fall of 1982,



1. DBUDGLT

The following is a detailed budgel for the purchase of
‘he property and construction of the new facility. The budget
i broken into two phases. Phase One involves the purchasce of
' existing property, and Phase Two involves the construction
< the attached new constiruction.

PiASE ONE

A, Total purchasce price of the property S 145,000.00
B. Down payment paid by Monbal Itistorical
and Art Socicty $ 14,500.00

¢. Balance remaining to be paid on
Contract for Deed, payablc on or
before December 15, 1981, with interost
on the declining principal balance at
the rate of 6% per annum $ 130,5%00.00

PHASTE TWO
A, A breakdown of the Construclion cosls
attributed to the new facility is pro-
vided on Exhibit 11, which was provided
o to the Historical and Art Socioty by
North Coentral Consultants, itd., of
Jamestown, North Dakota. A oo
detailed breakdown of constiruct ion
costs can be obtained from the architoects
upon request.
B, Total construction cosls as cortimatoed
Ly North Central Consultants SO7A4,494.00

-10-



AN FUTURE TUNDING

ruture funding of this facility will be obtaincd from
4 variety of sources. The MonDak Historical and Art Socicty
will continue to support the facility thrcough its various
"und raising activities, general membership dues, and contiributions.

In addition, the Sociclty will conltinuce to receive the
wnerous support received from Richland County pursuant to
“LOUA. Section 7-16-2201(1979) et seq. TU is also honed that
~nrther support for the operation of this facility may be obtained
“1om various state and federal agencics involved in the promotion
! history and the arts, There is also a possibility of federal
del o state funding associated with facilitices designed Lo provide
vctivities for senior citizens.

-1]-
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SUMMARY

This proposal involves a project that will boenefit a
e crogs-scction of the citizens of Richland County, Montana.
s oarea of Montana is in the process of rapid change, duc to

mincral development.  Sidney has bhoecome one of Montana '

cntogrowing communi tices, and the uainal probloms dosocial ed
rapid growth are widely known,

Theo
anal in
toward

multi-use facility, which would be funded if this
adopted by the Montana Loegislature, would aqo a4 loeng
preserving and protecting the enltural bLace Lhat

sooamportont to any community.  This is a uniguo opportunity
atabize o oportion of Montana's coal tax revoenuces Lo provide
aerlity

that will have Jasting benefit for Montana ' cilizons.

Pespectfully submitted this — day of Novemboer, 1980

MONDAK HTOPORITCAL & ARy S0C1HETY
X _ By

CGMmy L Thogersen, Prosident
RICHLAND counry COMMIS S TONTTG
Bing Yot

Harvold rank

Androw eloygen, I,

5



EXUInIT T

CONT ST IMATE

JLR L RALSTON MUSEUM
STVIEY, MONTANA
SOVEMBER 20, 1980

GIHERAL CONSTRUCTION

Proavat tonoand FLLY

Stiactural Conerete Work
Procast Concrete Pacing

Leoanry Work

reeva b b Vo k

Carpentry and Millwork
Muntoum Windows and Clazlng
Alumluum Encrance Doors .-
imu('!':u; and Sheet Metal Work
Painting and Wall Covering
evamice Floor Tile

carpet and Viayl Floor Coveriny
Vot te Celllngs
codlet Particions awd Accessorios
Chans Display Cases

Inflatton 12 months @ 17/month

Coneral Conditions
TOTAL GENERAL (I()hSTRUC'FlON WORK

VAL A PLUNBING (§ tomd zod)
Sheet Metal Work

“iranieal ool pmont

et igoeration

Dl ineg

Micovd anooas

TUEAL HVAC AND PLIMBING

e U AYRRIUL INOTINGE
P.O.Box 16

Jimostown, North Dakota 584
[701]252-20

Notth Central Consultants, Lt

Architectu
Enginecrir
Planni

S10,A76 .00
118,296.00
13,406,00
78,186 .00
9,469 .00
19,729.00
19,522.00
3,158.00
20,581 .00
12,034.00
1,080.00
2041900
220,00
L0006 00
2,000,000

S22, 04700
L A8,700.00
SIGE,142.00
40,0000
SUHL, 142 .00

170,300.00

5 57,175.00
34,300.00
12,540.00
56,450.00

10,295.09

5170, 400 .06



LOST ESTIMATE

J. K. RALSTON MUSEUM
SIDREY, MONTANA
SOVEMIER 20, 1980

PAGE 2
§ i LECTRICAL WORK (Includes Existing Church) $111,700.00
{Itemizcd below)
TOTAL BUILDING CONSTRUCTION COS% 5667,642 .00
Site Tmprovements
4"A.C. Parking Lot 50 x 70
510.00/8q.yd. x 3,500 $35,000.00
Parkling on Sfite
26 x 40 = 1,040 x $10.00 $10,400,00
5709,042.00
Y Contingency L 35,452.00
TOTAL CONSTRUCTION COXT S764,694 00
g VI CPRTCAL WORK ;
ewi e esn s ting churdhy bud Ledingg So77,700.00
nteram Systom : 2, 250,00
Sechanical Booipnent Wiring 4,150.00
Shres Alarm Sysitom 1,650.00
T Blectrical Sewvioe 7,400.00
Plectrien) Power & Telephone 31, 305,00
Liahting {including fixtures) 51,9:5.00
Cocnrity Alann Syston 2,250,00
TOIAL ETLFCIRICAT, WORK S111,700.00

NCC

Sorth Ceatiad Consultants




